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We were all saddetted by the death of Emerson N. 
Barker, which occurred on March 9th. Philately has 
lost one of its brightest lights, and Western Cover 
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Society has lost its editor, a grievous loss which all of us will appreciate 
more and more as time goes on. Particularly your new editor, for I'm not the 
student that Mr. Barker was, and my spare time is limited. I've stuck my neck 
way out and I'm well aware of it; but I'm counting on the members of WCS to 
make this paper a real success -- more of this later. 

By way of introduction, I am 41 years old and an Investment Counselor 
by profession. I would feel more at home writing on investments and econo~ 
ics -- if you like that kind of reading, let me know. I met Dr. Hertz about 
two years ago; we spent a delightful evening showing each other our prize 
Western Express covers and shooting the breeze generally. OUt of that one 
meeting came his recent invitation for me to step into Mr. Barker's shoes. 
When I failed to find a more worthy substitute, I accepted the challenge. 

While I have been a collector all my life, I did not become interested 
in western covers until 1942 -- throu£5h the late Capt. James A. Bull, USNR 
(Ret.), with whom I served for a while during the war. And I did not start 
collecting westerns until December 1945, so my collection is still in its 
infancy. Express covers are my ~pecialty, but not exclusively so. 

During the past fi~e years I have become painfully aware that there is 
an appalling scarcity of go~d reference material -- almost amounting to a 
total void. The few books and pamphlets which are available cover only a 
few dozen out of some 2000 express companies which existed in the West. 
Some of the articles which appear in stamp magazines contain errors, and 
many of them contain ambiguities; so that frequently such articles are more 
of a hindrance than a help. I make this statement purely in a constructive, 
friendly way, for I have no wish to discourage articles on western express. 

It is because of the above experiences that I have accepted the editor
ship of WE. I would like to try my hand at organizing the necessary research 
work, which is needed to make this field of philately more interesting and 
more popular. I am well aware that many able nen are currently doing re
search in this field, but I rather surmise that there is considerable dupli
cation. Besides, there is only a small portion of that research which is 
getting into print so that it will be available to the collector. Lest there 
be any misunderstanding, I stated above that my own time is seriously limited 
so that I can do little, if any, of that research work myself. 

~ 

I have given careful thought to the preparation of a Research Outl}n~, 
the manner in which that research can be conducted by the members of WCS, 
and the way it can be presented in WE. While I think my ideas are sound, I 
am not so foolish as to think they are perfect; and I most earnestly solicit 
eonstructive criticism from each and every member. In submitting the follow
ing outline, I would like to ask each member to give me his renctio:as on the 
extra page enclosed -- in this way we can iron out the kinks and arrive at a 
eomposite Research Outline which should be workable. A return envelope ~ 
also enclosed for your convenience in sending me this data. 
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OUTLINE OF RESEARCH ON WESTERN EXPRESS COMPANIES 

The purpose of Western Express research is simply to answer the follow
ing questions, both for the beginner and for the more advanced collector. I 
am presenting below the questions which have occurred to me, and following 
each question I am suggesting how it can be answered through the coopera
tion of all members of WCS. 

(1) What reference works are there concerning Western Express, and are they 
in print or out of print? I would start by listing all of which I have 
knowledge, inviting ea.ch member to add such other titles of which he 
knows, together with data regarding whether or not they are readily 
available. When the list is more or less complete, we can poll the 
members to ascertain whether or not reprints would be practicable . 

(2) How many express companies were there west of the Mississippi and what 
were their names? Mr. W. W. Phillips has probably the most complete 
list at this time, containing about 2000 companies. I have written to 
Mr. Phillips requesting the use of his list. If I can get it, I would 
list alphabetically some 50 to 100 names in each issue of WE, and invite 
the members to submit the names of known companies not appearing in that 
list .. 

(J) Which express companies are known by printed franks, handstamps, manu
script markings, or corner cards? This question could be easily ans
wered in conjunction with Question No, 2, by sending each member an 
extra copy of the page upon which the list appears, and asking him to 
mark each company represented in his collection or known to him in 
local libraries and museums. Key letters could be used to des i gnate 
which type of frank or markings are known. 

(4) How many types of franks are known for each express, and what is their 
chronological order? This could be determined by including in each 
issue of WE the tracings of known franks of one or two companies, and 
inviting members to submit tracings of other known franks. Also, each 
member could indicate earliest and latest known dates of use. 

(5) What is the relative scarcity of these various franks, and what are they 
worth, approximately? The relative scarcity would be indicated to some 
extent by the answers to Questions No. J and 4. Approximate value could 
be determined by reference to auction catalogs and by reports of private 
offerings and sales. In this connection, I would appreciate it if each 
dealer would send me two copies of all catalogs containing western 
express material, together with a list of prices realized. 

(6) What is the essential historical data regarding those expresses for 
which franks are known? Brief summaries could be prepared by members 
on a volunteer basis, either from published works (if out of print) or 
from knowledge gained through their own research. Additional essential 
data would then be solicited when those summaries were printed in WE. 

(7) Finally, what is the essential historical data regarding trails and 
routes, and the stage lines operating thereon? This question could be 
handled in much the same manner as Question No •. 6. 
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Very admittedly, the above is an ambitious outline; and the work in
volved would take years to accomplish~ But I feel a start should be made. 
It is not necessary to undertake answers to all the above questions at one 
and the same time -- perhaps it would be well to take up only one or two 
questions at a time, If any of you have suggestions for improving this 
outline, please let me have them; and you might also let me know which ones 
you think should be taken up first, If a fair number of WCS members will 
join in this research, th~se questions can eventually be answered in reason
able degree; in which case there should be an increasing number of collectors 
turning to this branch of philately. 

APPEAL FOR HELP! 

This issue is a one-man. affair for the simple reason that I have no 
material on hand from any membe~5 -- and nothing was forthcoming from Mr. 
Barker's files. Hence MI-._ Edgar B. Jessup's feature article for the nAp:r;-il" 
issue will have to wait until I can get my hands on it, If anyone el~e has 
prepared an article (feature or otherwise) which I can run in the next issue, 
please send it to your editor chop chop. 

NEW MEMBER~ OF WCS -~ · Continued from March issue. 

154- William J. MYers, 1126 East 2nd St., Brooklyn 30, N. Y~ 
155- s. L. Hsrbruck, 447 North Sunnyslope Ave .. , Pasadena 8, Calif. 
156- Stephen C. Lyon, 51 Empire St., Providence 3, R. I. 
157- Charles I. Altman, 2936 Rutland Ave,, Des Moines 11, Iowa. 
158 - Daniel F. Kelleher, 7 Water St .• , Boston 9, Mass. 
159- Wm. Eddy Richardson, 767 B Ave., Coronado, Calif. 
160 - Mrs. Frieda B. Bulger, Park Lane Apartments, Bu.ffalo, N. Y. 
161- John 0. Theobald, 95 Encanto Blvd . , Phoenix, Ariz~ 
162- Luther Little, 2305 Brentford Rd., San Marino 9, Calif. 
163 - Don A. Davis, 570 East 17th St., Eugene, Oregon, 
164 - William Doertenbach, 513 No. Santa Fe Ave~, Pueblo, Colo. 
165- Samuel C. Paige,. 45 Bromfield St., Bo~ton 8, Mass. 
166 - Harry B. Keffer, 17 Broadway, Ne.w Haven 11, Conn. 
167 - Chancy B. Palmer, 3023 ~rlington, Lincoln 2, Nebr ~ 
168 - Ira Seebacher, 345 West 26th St., New York, N. Y. 
169 - John W. Thorne, 228A So. Reeves Drive, Beverly Hills, Calif, 
l70- Roy Taylor, 68 Post St., San Francisco 4, Calif. 

GENERAL STORE 

This section is not being included in this issue because your editor's 
time is insufficient, and because he does not know who wants to run what ads. 
A¢vertising copy should be sent to the Editor for inclusion in the next issue. 
Copy should be typed and payment should be enclosed at same rates as hereto
fore-- 2¢ per word with minimum of 50¢. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - -
Please address all co:mrounications intended f'or WESTERN EXPRESS to the Editor, 
Henry H. Clifford, 639 So. Spring St., Los Ang.eles 14, Calif. 
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