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While considerable has been written concerning Western postal 
history, I personally have come across very little information or 
mention of mail of the Argonauts written en ro.ute to the gold fields. 
While the time fbr writing was of necessity limited, diaries were 
kept which have served historians with much documentary source mater
ial. On going through a compilation of a number of such diaries in 
a work titled FORTY-NINERS by Archer Butler Hulbert, I made a few notes 
concerning the handling of mail by the gold seekers on the California 
Trail. 

In spite of the almost legendary fortitude of the pioneers, many 
who started out eagerly were compelled to turn back for reasons of sick
ness, loss of courage, faith or equipment, as well as from other causes. 
This afforded an opportunity for others to send letters back home. Some 
of those returning in the earlier stages were well loaded with letters 
from the migration. Such letters were probably posted from the various 
settlements reached and can be identified only by their contents. I 
have not seen any such ~~il. 

In the above mentioned .work I came across a few references to rather 
interesting methods of handling mail. At a place called Ash Hollow at 
about the present day site of Lewellen, Nebraska, there is mention of a 
log cabin named the Ash Grove Hotel, familiar to many Forty-Niners .• 
The walls of this place were used as a post office and bulletin board 
for all sorts of announcements. Many letters addressed to all parts 
of the world were deposited here with requests that those who should 
pass would convey them to the nearest post office in the States. It 
would be heartless to assume that many such letters were not read by 
others than the addressees. It is also a matter for speculation as to 
how any such letters that survive would appeal to the condition-conscious 
collectors of today. 

Another improvised post office is mentioned situated near Court 
House Rock at about the point where Pumpkinseed Creek joins the North 
Platte in western Kansas. In a cliff near the main trail someone had 
carved "Post Office" in the soft clayey formation, and small box-like 
recesses had been cut in which letters were deposited for folks follow
ing in later wagon trains. Doubtless there are many other instances 
to be found of equally 'bizarre methods of keeping the mails moving, 
similarly dictated by dire necessity. While many collectors would not 
class trail letters with the popular Ponies, Via Nicaraguas, Expresses 
and such, I do believe these trail letters most worthy of mention. I 
would be more than pleased to know if anyone else thinks so, too, and 
what examples of trail mail there are in western collections. 

* * * * * * 
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WESTERN EXPRESS RESEARCH GETS UNDER WAY 

At last your Editor bas something concrete to offer in the way of re
search on Western Express companies. It is a beginning, at least. Later in 
this issue you will find a partial list of companies that are known to col
lectors through covers bearing printed franks, handstamps, manuscript markings, 
stamps, or corner cards. Such a list should be of first importance to col
lectors, since it indicates what companies are collectible. Of course other 
expresses are known to have existed, but until covers turn up with thei r 
markings, a list of such companies is at present rather academic to collectors. 

In order to assist in this research, each member of WCS is requested to 
check the enclosed list against his own collection and/or records, so that 
if other express companies are known by covers, we can ascertain their names 
and include them in subsequent issues of WE. Furthermore, in preparing factu
al data regarding the various expresses, it would appear more logi cal to start 
with those expresses which are more widely held by col lectors, (except for those 
whose history has already been written up rather fully). Therefore, an extra 
copy of the list and a return envelope are enclosed, with the request that 
each member check the expresses represented in his collection -- such informa
tion will tend to establish the order in which factual data will later appear 
in WE. 

Your Editor is aware that there might be some collectors who do not 
desire publicity regarding the extent of their collections. Such members 
should plainly mark their return list "CONFIDENTIAL" -- your Editor, being 
an Investment .Counselor, is quite accustomed to respecting such confidences. 
But it will be appreciated if each member will place his name or membership 
number on the return list - - I just like to know who is cooperating. 

In the preparation of this list, your Editor owes a deep debt of grati
tude to Mr. Mel C. Nathan (WCS 29) of San Francisco, who made it possible, and 
who is responsible for 90% of the expresses appearing therein. Mr . W. W. 
Phillips (WCS 35) of Stockton, and Mr. W. R. Parker (WCS 69) of Oroville 
were both most encouraging and helpful; but unfortunatel y their express lists 
were not in a convenient form for inclusion in WE. All three of these gentle
men have offered full cooperation in the preparation of factual data later on. 

* * * * * * * * * 
A WORD REGARDING THE EXTENT OF OUR RESEARCH PROJECT 

A few of the questionnaires that were returned raised a very pertinent 
quest ion:- 11\~hy confine our research solely to express companies?" In answer, 
your Editor hastens to state that he had no such idea whatsoever. There are 
many other phases of Western Research which should be undertaken -- overland 
mail, ocean mail, postal data, etc. But considering the name of this paper, 
it just seemed logical to start with that subject. Your Editor will welcome 
a research outline covering any other phase of western postal histort. 

Regarding frequency of publiQation of WE -- time and finances permitting 1 
your Editor would like to publish 10 issues a year, one a month except for 
the three Summer months of July-August- September, when only one issue wi ll 
appear. 
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The photo-page in this .issue is contributed and paid for by LYNN 
CRANDALL of Idaho Falls, Idaho, one of our adver.tisiers -- see General Store. 
Although not a member o.f WCS, Mr. Crandall generously responded to your 
Editor's pitiful plea for help and more articles~ Incidentally, note the . 
spelling of 11 Montan2" in the postmark on the bottom cover (Fig. J) -- was 
this the earliest postmark used showing the territorial change, and when was 
the spelling corrected to 11 Montan.§: 11 ? 

Your Editor would welcome a monthly meeting of WCS members once a month 
at his home, 1048 Armada Drive 1 Pasadena (overlooking the Rose Bowl, on the east 
bank of the Arroyo Seco). I suggest a Sunday afternoon. A buffet supper can 
be arranged at nominal cost, if enough members would like it and if reservations 
can be sent in in ample time. Any Sunuay is agreeable to me, so let me have 
your ideas at the same time that you return your marked list of express com
panies. What time would you like the meetings to start --about 2 pm? After 
we set the week and time, it will be announced in this paper, so that any other 
WCS members traveling in this area will know about the meetings and can attend. 
Purpose of the meetings would be to 11 shoot the breeze", get acquainted, swap 
covers and information, discuss forthcoming issues of WE, and otherwise be help
ful to the Editor. 

177 - Fred W. Coops, Jr., P.O. Box 215, Fontana, California 
178 - Rudolf W. E. Weers, 1590 No. Fairfax Drive, San Bernardino, California 
179- Lowell Cooper, RR 2, Spiceland Road, New Castle, Indiana 
180 - Howard c. Fruit, 1855 Law Street,. San Diego 9, California 
181 - Edward M. Jasper, Box 586, Jamestown, California 

JOHN A. yox (WCS 4) deserves our thanks and appreciation for glVlng 
WCS two full-page advertisements in recent auction catalogs -- a valuable con
tribution to WCS, and completely unsolicitedl Editor's Note: Mr. Fox's 
auctions frequently contain many desirable western items, a fair number of 
which have already found their way into my collection. , 

ADDITIONS to list of reference books on the West. 
Archur Butler Hulbert, Little, Brown,. and Company, Boston, 
Fred Faulstich (WCS 98).. AMERICAN EXPRESS by Alden Hatch, 
1950, $3.50 -- thanks to A. Jay Hertz (WCS 5). 

FORTY-NINERS by 
1931 -- thanks to 
Doubleday .& Co., 

DR. A. JAY HERTZ (WCS 5) attended the l85l-57 Convention at the Phila .. 
telic Museum in Philadelphia, where he headed the discussion on the Weste~n 
Cover panel. He reports that EDGAR B. JESSUP (WCS 6) also spoke and that 
STANLEY B. ASHBROOK (WCS 2) and some 60 or 70 other people were present. 
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MEEK ~B:A 'S - MEEK & EQ![ER_EXPRESS 

By E. 0. Sawyer,Jr. (WCS 64) . 

Page Four 

To Western Cover collectors interested in research, the little known 
pioneer· and pack mule expresses offer "rich pay dirt" in which to pan. Here 
is a good lead on which to start, 

Early in the 1850's there came to Marys~ille, California a versatile 
chap named Meek. First information obtained about Meek by this writer was 
from a fragment of old paper; part of Vol . 1., No. 21., of THE NORTH CALIF
ORNIAN, C. G. Lincoln, editor, published at Oroville, California, April 1st, 
1856. 

On one side was a long "List of Letters, remaining in the Post Office 
at Oroville, April lst, 1856. Persons calling for these letters will please 
say 'Advertised'•"• 

On the other were a number of Marysville Advertisements, the second 
in the column being: 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* MEEK & VERA tS * 
* 
* 
* 
* 
~f 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
~t 

~~ 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* * 

* 
E X P R E S S * 

CONNECTING with WELLS FARGO & CO,tS, * 
and PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPAN IES. A. ·* 
Semi-weekly Express will be dispat- ~f 
ched from our offices in Marysville {~ 

to * 
Sand Flat Evansville * 
Ously' s Bar Board Ranch . * 
Long Bar . Enterpris.e ~~ 

Parks Bar .Stringtown * 
Timbucto .Wyandotte * 
Sand Hill Wymants Ravine * 
Rose's Bar Cherokee Ravine * 
Sucker Flat White Rock . >t 

Deer Creek Crossing Longls Bar ~f 
Woodis Bridge Morris Ravine * 
Kentucky Bar Oregon Gulch . * 
French Corall .Spring Valley * 
Sweetland ts Cherokee Flat * 
Se bastapol .St. .Clair's Flat * 
San Juan Nelson ls Bar '~ 
Cherokee and Hess Frenchtown * 
Crossing Butte Mills * 
Sewell's Ranch Butte Creek, and * 
Sweedls Flat Nealts Ranch * 
Natchez * 

Collections, Orders, &c1 attended 
to with promptness and fidelity . 
4-d8 MEEK & POWER. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* 
* 
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(~K & VERA'S EXPRESS - continued) 

The above was ~ound at Marysville in 1931. At Quincy in Plumas county 
in 1944 another bit was added to the MEEK saga with finding a letter mailed 
at Marysville by Rebecca King on December 14th, 1870 to Judge John Goodwin 
at Quincy (in the attic over an office once occupied by the judge). On the 
envelope was a sticker of the tYPe used by merchants to gain goodwill of 
their customers, from out of town. It enabled the holder who arrived in town 
after the Post Office was closed to put it on the envelope with assurance 
that the Post Master would put on the necessary stamp and charge same to the 
merchant. This sticker reads: 

* * 
* MEEK & AUBREY * 
* General News Agents, * 
* Booksellers and * 30 rom 

* Stationers, * 
* POSTOFFICEBUILDING, * 
* Marysville, Cal . * 
* Find this letter in the Post * 
* office without a proper * 
* stamp, and prepay the Post- * 
* age to save it from the Dead * 
* Letter office in Vlashington. * 
* * 
**********~***************************** 

35 mm 

Here is the same MEEK, still in Marysville, 24 years after he was associa
ted, first with Vera and then with Power in the Express Business. 

In the State Library there are complete files of both Marysville and 
Oroville papers, in which there may be answers to such questions as: Where 
did MEEK come fromt how did he get to California: what was his first name: 
and how long was he in the Express business? So far as this writer can learn, 
there are no envelopes bearing the "Meek & Vera" or "Meek & Power" frank. 

Members who have further data on MEEK, the Expressman at Marysville , 
are invited to supply the next installment in this serial. 

* * * * * * 
MISCELLANEOUS NOTES & PERSONALS - Continued -

HENRY CHALONER (WCS 8), who prints our unique Roster, has gener ously paid 
for a subscription to Western Express to be sent to the Bancroft Library, 
University of Cali.fornia at Berkeley. Libraries and Historical Societies should 
be a fertile field for additional memberships in WCS. 

Thanks to H. M. KONWISER (WCS 89) and C. W. REMELE (WCS 94) for helpful 
and useful suggestions regarding publication of WE and other matters -- those 
ideas will . certainly be given careful consideration . CHUCK REMELE reports 
seeing C. F. MERONI (WCS 26 ) on a recent visit to Chicago. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* Q_E N E R A L S T 0 R E * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
copy, to avoid cookkeeping -- unused 
to the Editor of Western Express . 

RATES are two cents per ~ord per inser
tion, with a minimum charge of 50 cents. 
Advertisers are urged to send payment with 
3¢ commemoratives acceptable. Mail direct 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I BUY, SELL OR EXCHANGE express and 
territorial covers from Idaho, Mon
tana, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, Oregon 
and Washi~gton . Lynn Crandall, Box· 
697, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

WAN!ED ••• g!!tl_QOVERS- - Postal ly used 
before 1896. Wish to buy, sel l, or 
exchange. LaMar E. Peterson, 2159 
Green St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 

WANT~D ••• us Post Office Gui des , 
Directories, Gazettes, Circulars, 
Stamps, Covers, etc . , of the 1869 
period. John C. Juhring, 16 East 
84th St., New York 28, N.Y. 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED- - Expresses, Terri
torials--, Ships,-rackets, Postmarks.Cover s 
of all types during the 1845-70 period . 
Letter sheets and other coll ateral mat
erial also desired •.• We can ~~ouly West
ern material for t he coll ector who is 
first beginning to accumul ate Western 
covers, and we can add r ar e and choice 
items to enhance the albums of a well
known collection -- anything from a ghost 
town cover to a cover of a l ittle known 
express or a rare Pony Express cover. 
Write and let us know your wants, or ask 
for our auction catalogs which often con
tain fine Western items . John A. Fox, 
116 Nassau St., New York 38, N. Y. 

---~---------------------------------------------------------------------------
IOWA COVERS - Interested in Iowa covers, stamped or stampless prior to 1857. 
Please submit. Horace s. Poole, 1475 Montrose Terrace, Dubuque, Iowa. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
MISCELLANEOUS NU'fES & P~RSONALS - Continued -

ED JESSUP is taking out an additional subscription to WE - - wants to keep 
one set in numerical order, and clip and file thA other set under the proper 
subject matter. Any other memter desirous of doing likewise can s imply send 
his two bucks to the Editor. 

HERMAN HERST, JR. (WCS 13) had a long article on western express in the 
August 25th issue of "Wester n Stamp Collector 11 • Your Editor greatl y enjoyed 
that article, but took some exception to the inference that the U. s. Post 
Office and the express companies "cooperated 11 • Of course I 1m a West er ner and 
might be prejudiced, but I distinctly recall reading editorials of the early 
1850 1 s which \.Jarned the Post Office to ~-< lay off II the expresses or California 
would secede from the Union! My apologies, Uncle Pat, but I couldn't resist 
this one small comment. 

BILL PARKER (WCS 69) writes of a notice appearing in the we·aver ville 
Journal of August 24, 1868, to the effect that Wells Fa~go had just established 
an office in Weaverville, with R. CLIFFORD as the first agent . Your Editor 
regrets that he knows of no relationship with that agent. Incid entally, that 
same R. ( 11 Dick 11 ) Clifford was engaged in the grocery and hardware business in 
Weaverville at least as early as December 9, 1854, on which date appeared the 
first issue (Vol. I, No. 1) of The Trinity Times . (More about that same paper in 
anqther issue of WE, since i t contains much information on express companies.) 

Please address al l communi cati ons intended for WESTERN EXPRESS t o the Edit or, 
Henry H. Clifford, 639 Sout l: Spring Street, Los Angeles 14, Cal ifornia 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES & PERSONALS - Continued -

RE: PUBLISHING COSTS -- the June Issue of WE cost us net about $46,thanks 
to our advertisers and to EDGAR B. JESSUP'S contribution as sponsor of the 
photo page. At that rate, and in view of our growing membership, we can have 
more and better issues . Incidentally, suggestions were put forward to print 
copy on both sides of the paper, to save stationery and postage. Your Editor 
would prefer not to, unless compelled by necessity, since the back side of 
the page can be very useful for subsequent notes or comments. 

YOUR EDITOR (WCS 27) recently returned from a short vacation in and around 
the Mother Lode, including such towns as Copperopolis, Murphy's Volcano, Nevada 
City, Grass Valley, Rough & Ready, Downieville (picked up a couple of nuggets), 
Shasta and vleaverville. Saw Phillips in Stockton and Parker in Oroville, and 
drooled at what I saw -- finer than gold. Attended the WCS meeting in Oakland 
Au~st 11th, where I saw more nice material and renewed acquaintance with many 
members. Jessup brought a "few small items" to show the group, including a 
Downieville & Howland Flat Express, and others. I returned home richer for 
the experience, but with a conviction that my collection is strictly that of 
a beginner. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
LIST OF EX!:RESS Q9MEANil!~S J.SJ':!QWN BY COYERS 

On the following two pages appears the first installment of ecpress compan
ies which are known through existing covers. In other words, these expresses 
are "collectible". Obviously, many others are known through the advertisements 
they ran in newspapers; but we are not immediately concerned with them, so they 
will be taken up at a later date. 

The list is primarily the work of Mr~ Nathan, who compiled it from his own 
collection and other collections. Your Editor compared Mr, Nathan's list with 
photographs of the entire Wiltsee Collection, and was thereby able to add a few 
more companies. Such additions assume genuineness of the originals. Finally, 
I found a few additions to the list in my own small collection. 

A few words of explanation appear pertinent. There are one or two obvious 
duplications; example, Bicycle Mail also listed under Fresno & S. F. --which 
is the correct title? Gregory has many listings -- are these all separate com
panies, or really only one? At any rate, handstamps are known for those listed. 
Conversely, Bamber has but one listing even though its franks are compounded 
with Bacon and Hardy. Finally, some locals are included, such as Carnes -
should these be classed with expresses? 

After each company appears its location, in general terms, and a simple 
code showing how the company is known on covers, as follows: 

P - printed frank 
H - handstamped frank or cancel 
M - manuscript marking 
S - stamp (adhesive or otherwise) 
L - label 
C - corner card 
W - known by waybill, draft, or other paper. 

YOUR COOPERATION is earnestly requested in checking this list against your 
own collection or records of known covers, Put a check mark before the name of 
each company represented in your collection, so that we can tell which expresses 
a~e more widely held. If you know of franks, markings, labels, etc,, not list
ed, put another ch~ck mark in the proper space. If you know of express compan
ies not appearing on the list, write the names on the back of this list or on a 
separate sheet. Then return that marked list to your Editor in the enclosed 
envelope. An extra list is also enclosed for your permanent file of WE. Addi
tions to this list will appear in subsequent issues of WE. 
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LIST OF EXPRESS COMPANIES KNOWN BY COVERS-==-Pa~ 

Qompany 1ocatio_n i E IE 1!1 2.l1IQ !Yl 
Adams & Co. 1 s Express Cali.fornia i P IH N S iC tW 
Adams & Co.'s New-York & California I 

Package Express N.Y. to Calif. W 
Adams Express Co. (Western Division) Colorado C 
Pedro Aguirre & Co. Ariz. & Sonora 
Alaska Pacific Express Alaska to U.S. 
Alta Express Co. California 
American Express Co. National 
The American Express (McComb & Co.) Pacific Coast 
Anderson's Pony Express Colorado 
Angiers Express California 
Anthony & Co. ' s Northern Express Cal ifornia 
Arizona & New Mexico Express Co . Ariz. & N.Mex. 
Ballou's Fraser River Express Brit. Col. 
Ballou's Pioneer Fraser River Express Brit . Col. 
J . Bamber & Co . 's Express California 
Bannack City Express Utah & Mont. 
Banning & Co . (Stage line) California 
Barl ow & Sanderson ' s Souther n Overland 

Mai l & Express 
Barnard' s Express 
Barnard's British Columbi a Express 
Barnard's Cariboo Express 
F. J . Barnard & Co. 
Batchelder's Express 
H. S . Beck's Express 
Becker & Co.'s Express 
Beekman's Express 
C. C. Beekman ' s Calif . & Or egon Express 
J . F. Bennett & Co.'s Sout her n Overland 

Mai l & Express Line 
Berford & Co. ' s Express 
Berford & Co.'s California Expr ess 
Berford & Co.'s San Jose Express 
Berthoud ' s Mule Team Express 
Bicycle Mail Route 
Black & Co . 's Express 
F. W. Blake & Co.'s Express 
Bowers & Co. ' s Express 
Br ents & Nelson ' s Express 
British Col umbia Express Co . 
Brit ish Columbia and Victori a Express 
Brown ' s Express 
Buchanan & Co. ' s Express 
Buchanan & Co. ' s Canon City Express 
Buckley's Express 
Burdin's Express 
California & Arizona Stage Co. 
California City Letter Express 
Califor nia Letter Express 

Colorado 
Brit. Col. 
Brit. Col. 
Brit . Col. 
Brit. Col. 
Washington 
California 
California 
Oregon 
Calif . & Oregon 

Ariz . N .M~& Tex . 
National 
N.Y . to Calif . 
California 
Nevada 
California 
California 
California 
Cali fornia 
Oregon 
Br i t . Col. 
Br it . Col. 
California 
Ore. & Idaho 
Oregon 
California 
\Jashington 
Arizona 
California 
California 
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LIST OF EXPRESS COMPANIES KNOWN BY COVERS - ... Page ~ 

California & New York Steamship Co. 
California Penny Post Company 
Carnes' City Letter Express 
Central Overland, California & Pike's 

Peak Express Co, 
G. W. Chase Express 
Cherokee EJq>ress 
Cheyenne & Black Hills Express 
Cheyenne & Black Hills Stage Co. ' s Express 
City Delivery (Penny Postage Paid) 
Clarke ' s Centennial Mail Express 
Geo. H. Colby's E.xpress 
Colby's Nevada & Dutch Flat Express 
Geo. Cooper's Port Discovery Stage & Express 
Copley & Co.'s Miners' Express 
Copper City Express 
Cram Rogers & Co.'s Express 
Crawford's Middle Fork Express 
Crooks Express 
Davis' Express 
Davis & Brothers Express 
Denver & Rio Grande Express 
Devils Gate Express 
Dietz & Nelson's British Columbia Express 
Dietz & Nelson's British Columbia 

& Victoria Express 
Dodge & Co. 1 s California Express 
Doherty & Martin's Bay & Pescadero Express 
Downieville & Howland Flat Express 
Earley ' s San Francisco Letter Express 
Elko & Mountain City Pony Express 
English & Wells Moore's Flat & Eureka Exp. 
Enright & Co,'s Boise City & South Boise 

Express 
Espreso de la Baja California 
Eureka Express Co. 
Everts & Co.'s Express 
Everts Davis & Co. ' s Express 
Everts, Hannon, ~Vilson & Co, 1 s Express 
Everts, Snell & Co, 1 s Express 
Everts, Wilson & Co.'s Express 
Fargo & Co.'s Feather River Express 
M. Fettis Lewiston Oro Fino & Pierce City Exp. 
M. Fettis's Oro Fino Express 
Ford & Co, 1 s Express 
J. F. Forman ' s Gallatin Express 
Fort Bridger & Bannock City Pony Express 
Chester P. Fox's Halfmoon Bay & 

San Francisco Express 
Francis & Co.'s Express 

Location 

N.Y. to Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 

Mo. to Calif, 
Calif, 
calif. 
Wyoming 
Wyoming 
Calif. 
Neb.& Dakota 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Wash. 
Calif. 
Calif . 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Colo. 
Nev. 
Brit. Col. 

Brit. Col. 
N.Y. to Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Nev. 
Calif. 

Idaho 
Lower Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif . 
Calif . 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Calif. 
Idaho 
Idaho 
Calif. 
Mont. 
Idaho to Utah 

Calif. 
Calif, 
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Fig. l 

Virginia City, Idaho-Montana 
by .Lynn Crandall 

According to the P. o. 
Dept. official records the 
post of £ice at Virginia City 1 

Idaho Territory was estab-
ll. shed on Jan. 291 1864 with 
George B. Parker as post
master. This was about 11 
months after creation of the 
Territory of Idaho on 
March 31 1863. 

Virginia City was taken 
into Montana territory when 
i-t was formed on May 26, 1864 
so that post office was in 
the territory of Idaho only 
for a period of about four 

~r------~----·--~~------~--- months. 

Fig. l I. T. stanpless 
cover used May 20, 1864. 
PossiblY post office 
supplies were destroyed 
by fire resulting in use 
of this cover. 

~ From the date, 
~on this cover it 
is apparent that Virginia 
City was then in Montana 
but the postmaster 
evidently continued to 
cancel the ma:U with the 
old Idaho hand stamp 
awaiting receipt of a 
new one fran the De part
ment. Note early abbrev. 
Idg. for Idaho 

Fig, 3 This cover is 
typical of those issued 
after the Post Office 
department finally got, . 
around to sending the 
postmaster a Montana 
cancelling stamp. 
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