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Enclosed with this Issue are two copies of the reprint of the 16 plates 
of Western Express Franks appearing in the new Tharp-Bartels Catalog. They are 
sent to you with the compliments of WCS, and with one purpose in mind: to com
plete the record of all printed franks and corner cards used by Western Express 
Companies. 

Each WCS member can assist in this worthy project. Simply check your 
collection against these illustrations. If you find a printed frank or corner 
card which is not illustrated, then send the cover to your Editor, so that he 
can photograph it for illustration in a subseq_uent issue of WE. And please be 
sure to mention what value you place upon any such items, so that they can be 
properly insured when they are returned to you. 

If you would prefer not to send the cover itself, then send a photostat 
with a comment regarding the color of the frank and any other markings which 
appear on the cover. If you send a photograph, rather than a photostat, then 
please make sure it is enlarged to life size -- or else make sure that a milli
meter scale is included in the picture. Otherwise we have difficulty determining 
the correct size. 

It is assumed that each of you has bought one of the new catalogs, since 
they are invaluable for reference purposes. If you have examples of illustrated 
franks but in different colors than those listed in the catalog, then please 
advise your Editor to that effect, stating the envelope on which it appears, or 
the fact that it is a stampless cover. Note that the catalog lists only those 
franks which appear on stamped envelopes. 

If all of you will cooperate in this project, it should not take long 
to compile a complete listing; at least it will be as complete as possible . 
After that, we will then resume the compilation of a similar illustrated list 
of express handstamps, such as we started about two years ago. Incidentally, 
two copies of the reprint are being sent to each member, so that each one of 
you can cut them up for reference purposes, if you wish . 

Your Editor apologizes for the lateness of this Issue -- the publication 
of a small pamphlet ("Investment Review and Outlook") has taken precedence. 

-----------------------------------------
PLEASE ADDRESS all communications intended for WESTERN EXPRESS to the Editor, 
Henry H. Clifford, 639 So. Spring St., Los Angeles 14, Calif. But note that 
advertising copy, and the payment therefor, should be sent to Henry Chaloner, 
2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif.; and inq_uiries regarding membership should 
be sent to Roy Taylor, 690 Market Street, San Francisco, California 
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GENERAL NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

President Mel Nathan has appointed a Committee to revise our Constitution 
and By-laws. Its three members are Dr. Sheldon Goodman, Chairman, Joe Clary 
and Robert Beale, with President Nathan as ex-officio member. Copies of the 
revised Constitution and By- laws will be sent to each member in due course for 
their approval . 

No action has as yet been taken regarding the WCS member who perpetrated 
the recent forgeries. The reason is simply that the A.P .S. has taken no action 
because Clay Musser had a serious illness after leaving the Convention in San 
Francisco; and action must await his recovery and return to his duties. 
Incidentally, Uncle Pat Herst was apparently the first one to suspect those 
forged covers, a group of them having been submitted to him last March. He 
advises that the printed Tracy frank was also forged. 

Congratulations to Ed J essup upon his handsome portrait on Page 131 of 
the Nov . 15th issue of "LIFE". 

It is our sad duty to report the deaths of two more members : Charles H. 
Greiner and James M. Spalding, WCS 51 and 151, respectively. Mr . Greiner died 
early in September, and Mr . Spalding late in October . In addition, our sympathy 
goes to Uncl e Pat Herst, who lost his wife early in September. 

NEH MEMBERS OF WCS -- Continued from August 1954 Issue 

255 - Gerald B. Smith, Hoodburn, Oregon. 
256 - Robert A. Hanson, 1745 Alameda St . , San Francisco, Calif. 
257 - W. H. Edwards, 2201 Grant Ave . , Kansas City, Mo . 
258 -Prescott H. Thorp, Netcong, N. J. 
259 - John Tyler, 1115 Thorne Ave., Fresno, Calif. 
260 - Phil atelic Research Society, 3822 Harrison St., Oakland 11, Calif. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS -- Net,r Addresses Shown 

Ewald Van Elkan, 111-35 76th Ave ., Forest Hills, N.Y. 
Bruce M. Ganek, Box 323, Artesia, New Mexico. 
John L. Norbeck, 5828 Halifax Ave . So., Minneapolis 10, Minn. 
Albert V. Phillips, 912 Rosecrans Ave., Manhattan Beach, Calif. 
William R. Stewart, 1085 Walnut St., Desplaines, Ill. 
Mel C. Nathan, 200 Bush St., San Francisco 4, Calif. 

THORP- BARTELS CATALOG 

Our new member Pep Thorp is to be highly compl imented upon his new catalog. 
It is a most complete and scholarly compendium of stamped envelopes, covering 
the first 100 years of their existence. Of the greatest interest and value 
to WCS members is the section devoted to Western Expr ess Franks; and it will 
be noted that these are priced under the listings of the individual envelopes. 
No collector of Western Express covers can afford not to have a copy of thi s 
catal og . 

We are also indebted to Pep Thorp for arranging to have the enclosed 
reprints prepared, which will be most useful to many of us for reference pur
poses. His generous atti tude in this respect is deeply appreciated. 
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DISCOVERED -- ANOTHER EXPRESS - w SANDERS & DIXSONS 

by M. c. Nathan 

Carrying the mail over the high Sierras in winter almost a century ago 
was a task only achieved by brave and hearty men. Deep snow and extreme cold 
made the journey extremely hazardous, but the indomitable spirit of some of the 
early pioneers conquered the almost impossible feat of getting the mail through. 

Perhaps the most renowned of these men was the hero of old Genoa, 
Nevada, "Snowshoe" Thomson. His first trip was in January of 1856, when he 
took the mail from Carson Valley, Nevada, to Placerville, California on snow
shoes, carrying 60 to 8o pounds on his back. Records indicatP. he continued 
this operation for several winters. 

It has been the consensus of op~n~on that Wells Fargo & Company suc
ceeded Thomson. Maybe they did during fair weather and under favorable circum
stances, but as has usually been the case, they "failed to tread where angels 
feared to go." As proof of this, about fifteen years ago the writer picked up 
a Wells Fargo & Company cover with the Placerville oval and manuscript "Sanders 
& Dixsons Express 11 and "Jan. 8th" (Figure 1). An enclosed letter was dated 
Virginia City, U.T. January 2, 1860. The letter states among other matters that 
11 the climate is very severe, intensely cold ... the thermomitor stand in the 
middle of the day at 15 degrees below zero, colder than it is in Maine, our 
breath freezes on our beard every time we go out, and hangs in isicles. ----
---write to me at this place, Virginia City U.T. and send by the Express - never 
by mail - as it does not run here, there is no post office - send by Wells Fargo 
& Co. and give me all the news ------- the snow ever since last November has 
been 3 to 5 feet deep, and it w~.ll not melt before April. 11 The writer must have 
known that Wells Fargo & Company would take the mail as far as Placerville in 
winter and then the hardy mountaineers would being it to Virginia City. 

It was difficult to decipher exactly the spelling of the express manu
script of 11Sanders' & Dixson's Express 11 until recently when I picked up another 
cover (Figure 2) with the manuscript in the same handwriting but clearer letter
ing. This cover is dated Jan. 12th and was dropped in the Placerville, Calif
ornia postoffice on Jan. 19, for delivery to Hartland 4 Corners, Vermont. Evi
dently Wells Fargo & Company never touched it, and this further indicates that 
they wouldn't or couldn't make the hazardous journey between Placerville and 
Virginia City. 

It is said that "Snowshoe 11 Thomson carried the mail from Carson Valley 
to Placerville in three days. Perhaps those winters were not ClUite as severe 
as that of ear1y 1860 for it took eight days for Sanders & Dixson to carry it 
in the first instance from Virginia City to Placerville (Figure 1) and seven 
days in the second instance (Figure 2). The back of the first cover has a 
notation "16th/ 60" . 

It is always a thrill to find some~hing new about old expresses or 
expressmen who carried the mail. You can well imagine the thrill in finding 
a second cover substantiating the first one, and thus again proving that the 
great Wells Fargo & Company are too often given credit as pioneering the 



SANDERS & DIXSONS EXPRESS 

Figure 1. Ms 11 Ja.n 8th11 (1860). Letter inclosed datelined 
Virginia. City, u. T., January 2, 1860. 

Figure 2. Ms "Jan 12th11 (18601). Placed in Placerville 
Post Office January 19th. 
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(Nathan -- 2) 

delivery of mail, particularly under hazardous conditions. Let us therefore 
give credit where credit is due -- to those small independent expressmen, the 
Langtons, Whitings, Reynolds, Browns, Todds, Beckers, Thomsons, Sanders & 
Dixsons, and numerous others, who had the intestinal fortitude to render a 
service under any circumstances so that the lonesome miner could hear from 
home and communicate with his loved ones and friends. 

I have spent much time trying to find some data on "Sanders & Dixson" 
but without avail. I have not seen nor do I know of any other covers here 
in California bearing their inscription. I would appreciate any information 
our. readers could give me throwing light on the subject, as I am sure it would 
make a story almost as interesting as that of "Snowshoe Thomson". Were these 
men from Placerville or Virginia City'Z Did one start at Placerville and the 
other at Virginia City? Did their paths cross? How long did they carry on? 
What hardships did they endure? 

* * * * * * * 
EXPRESS COMPANY NOTES 

Your Editor recently acquired a I,angton's Pioneer Express cover, with the 
late type of frank printed in green on an 1864 envelope -- postally used, post
mark illegible. Correspondence with Mel Nathan naturally followed, since 
Langton is one of his spedalities. Mel's opinion is that it is a proof; and 
he mentions having seen an earlier type frank printed in red, also postally 
used. Assuming Mel's opinion to be the correct answer, should not these proofs 
have the same status in an express collection that proofs and essays have in an 
ordinary stamp collection? Does any member care to express his ideas on the 
subject? 

Elmer Tvedt submits two interesting covers. One is an ordinary Wells 
Fargo type 5, with ,the right end of the frank missing apparently cut off 
before printing. The frank shows considerable wear. Does anyone have an 
expl anation for this amputated frank? The other cover has a corner card of 
Whitney & Co., Forwarding Merchants and Dealers in Flour and Feed, showing 
offices in various cities in Northern California. Question: Was this the 
same Whitney that bought out Bamber and operated as an express? Merchant 
Whitney also used a small label, printed black on blue-gray paper. 

Thomas Perry sends in a 3¢ 1853 envelope with corner card of Freeman & 
Co. California Express, New Orleans, printed in dark red or brown red -- not 
easy to tell which, since the envelope is buff. These corner cards are most 
useful, in that .they illustrate the scope of operf tions. PLEASE NOTE that your 
Editor is inviting submission of all such corner ards, for inclusion with the 
illustrations of printed franks. 

W. T. Pollitz of Boston sends a much-enlarged photo of a used Tinnin & 
Owens Express cover, which brought $500 in one of his recent auctions. The 
cover bears the company's double-circle handstamp (presumably in black) in 
addition to the printed frank. Many thanks for this addition to our reference 
file. 
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(Express Company Notes -- 2) 

Jay Hertz had an article in The Collectors Club "Philatelist" of September 
1954 -- "Pony Expresses Before and After the 'Big Pony'". Lists quite a few 
pony expresses, and gives a fair amount of data regarding some of them. It is 
with keen pleasure that your Editor announces the forthcoming appearance in WE 
of a Hertz article, received too late for inclusion in this issue. 

TELEGRAPH STAGE LINE 

Random Notes by Constant R. Johnson 

When a list of express companies known by covers was being compiled in 
WE, the question was asked concerning the Telegraph and Stage Line -- "Where 
did it operate?" It might now seem to be more appropriate to ask -- "Where 
didn't it operate?" 

The Alta California of June 28, 1851 carried the ad of "The Telegraph 
Line of u.s. Mail Stages", offering service from Sacramento to Rough and Ready, 
Grass Valley, and Nevada City. A daily run to Stockton was also scheduled. 
James Birch was the operator, though by November of that year, ads indicated 
that Ha1-rorth and S'-rift were the new owners of the line. It seems likely, on 
the basis of ads later on in the 1850s, that this 'tlas one of the many lines 
merged into the California Stage Company in January of 1854 .* 

But i n the March 17, 1866 issue of the Sacramento Union, service was 
announced by the Telegraph Line for Grass Valley, Nevada, San Juan, Campton
ville and Forest City.* 

The possibility that this line operated in Lake County was raised by 
Stephen Lyon who reported owning a cover cancelled Lakeport, Cal., with the 
letters S and T forming the killer. This cover, along with a similar one with 
the killer reading STAGE, is dated in the late 70s. 

One of the exhibits in the Western Cover section at the recent APS show 
in San Francisco included a cover of this line, bearing a 3-cent green, and 
a b.Jxed corner card (or frank) with the wording: Telegraph Stage Line - Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Bakersfield, Havilah, Lone Pine, and Cerro Gordo. 
Assuming that by the late 70s or early 80s mail would not be carried by stage 
but by rail out of S.F. and L.A. and that these cities were collecting points 
for letters, or the location of company agents or offices, then the line would 
run east and north out of Bakersfield to Havilah (approx. 20 miles due east), 
to Lone Pine (approx. 8o miles north and some east from Havilah, in Inyo County), 
to the Cerro Gordo mining district (due west out of Lone Pine in the Owens 
Valley, belmr Mt. Whitney). 

The above observations, of course, do not provide a complete answer to 
the original question. And they raise additional questions for which there 
might well be answers out of the accumulated wisdom and the accumulated covers 
of the members of the vlestern Cover Society: 

1. Has any one seen covers bearing the markings of the Telegraph 
(&) Stage Line dating from the 50s or 60s? The writer's col-



TEL~RAPH STAGE LINE 

/ / I' 

Figure 1. card (or frank?) in black. Origin 
of cover unknown - - i ndistinct postmark - 
but note it was sent to Visalia via Tulare. 
Author 1 s collection. 

Figure 2. Corn er card ack, s ng 
expres s offices. Below reverse of same 
cover, showing black handstamp dated Jan. 
12 , 187). Collection of Henry Chaloner. 
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(Johnson -- 2) 

lection includes a cover from this line, stamped with a 3-cent 
green, bearing the boxed inscription in the upper left-hand 
corner - Telegraph Stage Line, Hamilton and Roberts , Prop. -
and featuring a full spread across the top half of the envelope 
of a coach and four rounding a curve on a mountainous road. 
Unfortunately, the cancellation is unreadable. This, and the 
one exhibited in S.F., are the only two examples seen by this 
writer -- both covers from the late 70s or early 80s. There 
is no cover of this line in the Wiltsee collection . 

2. Can these covers be classified as express covers? Do the 
inscriptions constitute a frank, or are they simply ads for 
the stage line? 

* Data taken from Boggs, My Playhouse was a Concord Coach. 

* * * * * * * 

THE KEMBLE LIST OF SAILING DATES 

Mention was made in the last issue of ~rn of the subject list. It is now 
in the hands of Mel Nathan, who is studying it with a view to publication. 
Considerable time will be required to consolidate the data into the form of 
tabulations, to facilitate the printing problem. It is hoped that it might 
eventually be published in "The American Philatelist" -- first in parts, and 
later in book or booklet form. 

\VCS and the APS CONVENTION 

Your Editor attended the Convention not as a correspondent, so made no 
notes on who was there and what was said. But WCS was certainly active. In 
"The American Philal(~list" of November 1954, WCS and its members are mentioned 
in eight (8) places as follows: (page 75) activity of WCS; (98) praise for 
vlCS; (101) Henry c aloner Is WCS badge illustrated; (105) Henry Chaloner 
himself illustrated; (107) Chaloner's report as Director at Large; (114) WCS 
NOT mentioned under "Units" --why not?; (129) awards and the Jessup Trophy; 
(137) the Fox auction sponsored by WCS; and (140) WCS honors Dr. A. Jay Hertz. 

Hereafter, it is suggested that some WCS member be designated to report 
on all such gatherings, so that accurate information can later be published 
in WE. All such reports should be properly typed, and double-spaced, so 
that your Editor is spared the task of copying them. 

REACTIONS TO THE EDITORIAL ON FORGERIES 

Your Editor has heard from many WCS members regarding the Editorial which 
appeared in the last issue of WE - some by letter, and some in person at the 
San Francisco Convention. That response has been most gratifying. Without 
exception, the members are bound and determined that forgeries have simply got 
to stop; and they are going to see to it that firm measures are taken should 
it happen again. So let this be the last warning to any who might contemplate 
this method of making a fast buck. 
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THE FOX SALE OF THE LEHMAN MATERIAL 

Many of our members undoubtedly b~d on some of these gorgeous covers, and 
hence have received a list of the prices realized. But for the benefit of 
those who didn't get the list, we submit the following excerpt from the press 
release covering that auction: 

"CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN: Miners Ten Commandments, illustrated letter 
sheet, some age stains, $30; Sacramento City, Cal., Mar 1 , tied to superb 
horizontal pair of 3¢ orange brown, $52.50; 10¢ green, type II, four large 
margins, tied with dotted black grid to 'Downieville, Cal . ' postmark, $26; 
'Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands' in red plus black 'San Francisco' and 'Ship 12', 
$28; Downieville, Cal. Mar. 31, 1859, 10¢ green, Type II, tied with star in 
circle, ex-west, $145; illustrated stage cover, corner card, 3¢ 1869, tied. 
'San Francisco, Cal', small repair at top, $87.50. 

"VIA NICARAGUA AND PANAMA: 12¢ black, four large margins tied 'Steam 
Ship' on cover cancel led in red 'Via Nicaragua Ahead of the Mails' in rectangle, 
ex-Knapp, $390; 'Via Panama', illustrated ship, 1¢ blue and 3 copies 3¢ 1857 
pay 10¢ rate, ex-Knapp, $195· 

"ILLUSTRATED COVERS: Four Horse Stage, Per Overland Mail Stage, Via Los 
Angeles, 3¢ 1857, straight edge at right, tied 'San Francisco , Cal., Oct . 19, 
1860 ' and 'Fort Craig, N.M. ', $425; Four Horse Stage, via Los Angeles, 10¢ 
green Type II, tied 'San Francisco , Jan. 1, 1860 , $150; Overland Mail Stage 
via Los Angeles 'In Hope of t he Choo Choo,' 10¢ green, Type V, tied 'Georgetown, 
Cal., Feb. 25, 1862, $525; Overland Stage via Los Angeles, illustrat ed i n 
color, 10¢ green, Type V, tied 'Benicia, C~l. ', $275· 

"EXPRESSES : Central Overland California and. Pikes Peak Express Company, 
Dec . 23 , St. Joseph, Mo., in green, 3¢1857 tied with blue 'Frederick, Md. ' , 
$230; Adams & Co. Express, 'Chinese Camp' in large oval tied 3¢ 1851, also 
postmark l arge double circle blue 'Adams & Co. Sacramento, Dec. 18, ex-West, 
$475; J. Bfu~ber & Cos Contra Costa Express, in large oval , 3¢ pink entire, 
cancelled "loTi th postmark in large double circle, $31; Freeman & Cos. Express, 
frank in red ribbon on 3¢ red entire, tied Freeman and Cos. Express Murphys 
in black oval, $40; Gregory's Express, two lines in red, shaded l etter plus 
smal l 'Paid' in oval, $62; N.C.-R.R . Post, (Noisy Carrier River Route) two 
straight lines at left of cover, 3¢ 1851, tied San Francisco, Cal . , $290; 
Forwarded via Nicaragua from Noisy Carriers Publishing Hall San Francisco in 
fancy rectangle, horizontal pair 3¢ 1851 tied ' New York Ship', $125 . ; Noisy 
Carriers Mail 77 Long Wharf S.F.Cal., strike in blue rectangle, horizontal pai r 
3¢ 1851, tied San Francisco, Cal., ex-Wiltsee, $210; 10¢ green Type III, four 
large margins, tied San Francisco, on cover cancelled 'Noisy Carriers Mail' 
i n black rectangle, also postmarked 'Quincy, Mass', $135· Various Wel ls Fargo 
& Co. franks ranged from $12 to $42." 

PUBLICATION OF AUCTION PRICES 

Many WCS members would like to be better informed on auction prices of 
western materi al. From personal experience, it would appear that many of us 
do not receive all the many lists of prices realized. Furthermore, many of us 
simply do not have the time to correlate the data we do receive . It would be 
of great help if there were a page or so of each issue of WE devoted to this 
subject, and l isting the more important items. 
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(Publ. of auction prices-·2) 

Is there any member who would be willing to tackle this job? In all 
probability, the major auction houses would be glad to furnish catalogs and 
price lists to that member, free of charge. That should obviate any financial 
burden. The pertinent data could then be assembled in more or less chrono
logical order (rather than alphabetical) for publication in WE, and submitted 
to your Editor at periodic intervals. 

During the slack summer season, there could be listings of the commoner 
items, or listings of prices realized in prior years. In that way, we should 
be able to build up a fairly complete and handy price reference list. And 
this would be most useful later on in the publication of any catalog dealing 
with western material. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * Rates are two cents per word per insertion, with 
* G E N E R A L S T 0 R E * a minimum charge of 50¢. Send payment with copy 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * -- unused 3¢ commems acceptable. Mail direct to 
the Treasurer, Henry Chaloner, 2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 5, California. 

WANTED: Immediate cash by return 
mail for common to rare 

California P.O. covers, 1849 to 1895; 
or any Western Express cover. Extra 
pay when markings are clear. Especially 
want used pictorial letter sheets. 
\-Till exchange. W.R. PARKER, 1460 
Montgomery St., Oroville 41, Calif. 

RARE: "Gregory's Express Pocket Let
ter Book Copyright Secured 1851" 
(known as Wiltsee TY #4) genuine in 
riew condition with envelope $20.00. 
Also have "Gregory's Express Pocket 
Letter Book 1851" with calendar, new 
and genuine price $25.00 (known as 
Wiltsee Ty. #3). Only a few on hand. 
Act Now. VAHAN MOZIAN, INC., 505- 5th 
Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED: · Expresses 
Territorial, Ships, Packets, Post
marks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter Sheets and 
other collateral material also 
desired. We can supply Western 
material for the collector who is 
first beginning to accumulate 
Western covers, and we can add rare 
and choice items to enhance the 
albums of a well known collection, 
anything from a ghost town cover to 
a rare Pony Express cover. Write and 
let us know your wants or ask for our 
auction catalog which often contains 
fine Western items. JOHN A. FOX, 
173 Tulip Ave., Floral Park, N.Y . 

--------------------------~----------------------------------------- ------------
I will buy, sell, or exchange express and Territorial covers from 
Idaho , Montana, Wyoming. LYNN CRANDALL, Box 687, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

----------------------------------------··---------------------------------------
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