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THE EDITOR'S CORNER

What's in a Name?

Accompanying this issue is & copy of the proposed new Constitution and
By-Laws for the Western Cover Society, together with a reply card for your
vote, and a few arguments for and against changing the name of "WESTERN EXPRESS".
It is hoped that all members will read those arguments before expressing their
opinions, for only in that way can we get an intelligent vote. Your Editor
very frankly takes a dim view of a change in name. Of the three reasons for
NOT changing the name, the third is obviously the most compelling. But in
addition to these, there is another factor which I wish you would carefully
consider, and which is outlined bhelow.

With the next issue, we will have completed five years of publication.
During that time we have established & name for ourselves, and a definite place
among philatelie publications. I hesitate to say that we have established a
"reputation" in such a relatively short period; but comments from librarians
and other non-collectors would suggest the affirmative, which of course is most
gratifying. This statement is made with no thought of conceit, for it is you
contributors who have established whatever reputation we have, not your Editor.

The late Emerson N. Barker fathered this paper as its first editor; and he
got us off to a fine start. Your present Editor has been nursing this child
for over four years, trying desperately to maintain the standards originally
set. When I accepted this job I told you frankly that my own primary interest
lay in the field of western express. I submitted to you a research outline
covering the expresses; and I have kept working at it over the years. It has
borne considerable fruit. I challenged the membership to submit similar re-
search outlines covering other phases of western postal history; and there
has been absolutely NO response to that challenge in over four years --
apparently no one wished to undertake that work,

I have no desire to know who proposed this change of name; nor do I wish
to know the names of those members who support that proposal. But I do wish
they would ask themselves just what they have contributed to broaden the scope
of this publication. Unless and until a larger percentage of non-express
material is included in these pages, it is foolish to change the name. In the
final analysis, it is the contents which are important rather than the name.
Even so, the name "Western Express" is a catchy one, and appeals to the public
fancy. Why, then, change it? What real purpose is served?

Editing this paper bas been a work of love; and I take pride in it. It
has taken a lot of my time, which factor has not been "appreciated" by my family.
I wish no part in a change of name which will inconvenience my librarian friends.
So, if you decide to change, then you must also find a new Editor. I will be
glad to continue my work on the expresses; but someone else will have to shoulder
all the other burdens. And that's final.
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