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THE EDITOR'S CORNER

The first order of business is to thank all those members who voted
in favor of continuing the name "WESTERN EXPRESS" -- an overwhelming
majority apparently wished to leave the name unchanged. This is covered
in detail elsewhere in this Issue.

Your Editor is also aware that that same vote has in effect kept him
in office for an indefinite period -~ a fact which I view with mixed
emotions of gratitude and bewilderment. I am complimented by your vote
of confidence. At the same time, I must frankly admit that this Jjob is
burdensome; and I wish to God that a few of you would step forward and
share it with me. If any of you would like to help, please let me know.
Various avenues of assistance have been mentioned in previous issues, and
a few are incorporated below.

The major criticism of WE is simply that it contains too little data
on fields other than express. We need more facts and articles on other
western subjects such as territorials, ghost towns, ocean and overland
mail, and western postal history in general. If we had an Associate
Editor in each of these various categories, we cculd broaden our scope
tremendously; and all ocur members would be happier. I will welcome volun-
teers or nominations for those positions.

In connection with the above, W. 0., BILDEN recently wrote that a
group of mid-western cover collectors met in August with the purpose of
forming an organization of collectors interested in territorials. I
immediately answered, asking him to invite that group to join forces
with WCS, and stating that I would welcome any one of them as an Associate
Editor in charge of territorials. Unfortunately, I have received no further
word up to the date this goes to press.

Associate Editors would be most useful in editing articles of a non-
express nature. I have fregquently had to return articles to their authors
for the simple reason that they contained too mony ambiguities; and T did
not possess the knowledge to clarify them. And all too freguently those
authors never bothered to send them back, much to my own disappointment.
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PLEASE ADDRESS all communications intended for WESTERN EXPRESS to the Editor,
Henry H. Clifford, 639 So. Spring St., Los Angeles 14, Celif. But note that
advertising copy and the payment therefor, should be sent to Henry Chaloner,
2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 5, Calif.; and ingquiries regarding membership should
be sent to Dr. Sheldon H. Goodman, 323 Geary St., San Francisco 2, Calif.
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