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THE EDITOR'S CORNER

WANTED! ONE NEW EDITOR! The undersigned has reluctantly come to the
conclusion that he can no longer devote the necessary time to editing this
paper; and he has advised the Officers and Directors that the October 1956
Issue will be the last he will edit. If any of you wish to volunteer for
the job, please contact Mel Nathan without delay! What with Associate Edi-
tors, the job is certainly not as taxing as it used to be.

Now that I feel the mantle slipping from my shoulders, I would like to
drop the editorial third person and return to the first, I feel more in-
formal that way; and what little I have to say should be spoken as friend
to friend. I regard all of you as friends, and wish to thank you for your
many encouraging letters -- without them, I would have resigned years ago.

Most of you remember that Emerson Barker was our first Editor, and
that he died after bringing forth the first three issues, early in 1951.
I have no wish to establish the precedent of dying in cffice. 1 will have
brought forth four issues in each of the years 1951 through 1956 -~ twenty-
four issues in six years. I feel that it is high time some one else take
my place, lest "Western Express" become rather a one-man show. As a matter
of fact, or opinion, I don't think that any member should be asked to edit
this paper for more than five years.

If it is agreeable with the Officers and Directors and the Membership,
then I would like to continue in the capacity of Associate Editor for West-
ern Express Companies -- at least for the time being, In other words, I
would like to continue as a sort of clearing house for express information;
and devote my leisure time to "typing" the various express markings, as I
did in the Nov. 1951 and Jan. 1953 Issues, etc, What say the Brethren?

H, H__- Clifford

A NEW DEPARTMENT FCR "WESTERN EXPRESS"

In this Issue appears the first installment of Jim BERRY's "Auction
Action" -- crammed full of descriptions and prices. A most useful depart-
ment, to say the least. Note that a few "patterns" have already been set:
Via Nie, Al-3; Salmon River & Nez Perces, B13~1ll4; and Wells Fargo Victoria
to England, C20-22, In other words, there is no point mentioning such
prices in the future, unless those prices are materially out of line with
those shown in this issue. Of course, that assumes that condition is more
or less the same as those covers mentioned herein.

A NEW FORMAT FOR WESTERN EXPRESS?-?

The "U. S. Cancellation Club News'" and the "Iowa Postal History Society
Bulletin" are both two-column papers, which look most professional. Your
editor has debated with himself whether or not to pattern WE after either of
those publications. The final decision is -~ "definitely not!" -- at least
not while this Editor has a small finger in the pie! ILet's be distinctive!
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