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It is with a light heart that I tackle the task of preparing this, my last

editorial for "Western Express". The rest of this Issue is all ready for the

printer; so it only remains for me to say the epilogue, take a short bow, and
let the curtain fall., What can be said for the past six years?

Statistically, I have edited 24 issues in 6 years -- a total of some 300 pages
of written matter, plus 42 pages of illustrations. Why, that's enough for a good-
size bock! Well, so what? What's really been accomplished? The important thing
is that we have become a cohesive group of about 200 members, with rather well
defined ideas of the various areas of Western Postal History which have still to
be thoroughly explored and written up.

During these six years we have accomplished a few other things. We have com-
piled an extensive list of western express companies which are collectible -- it
is the most up-to-date list available; and it endeavors to show areas and dates of
operation. But certainly it can be added to as the years go by. Following the
publication of Pep Thorp's fine catalog, we endeavored to illustrate as many ad-
ditional printed franks and corner cards as was possible. There still remains the
task of illustrating all the known handstamps used by the many express companies.,
And after that, the greater task of putting all that information into a single
publication.

In addition to express material, we have gotten a good start on territorial
history with a number of fine articles. But there still remains much to be done
as regards illustrating territorial markings, with dates of use. When it comes
to Ghost Towns, we have yet to get started. The same must be said of Postal
Routes throughout the west. Walter Frickstad has given us a most scholarly book
on California Post Offices, which should act as an inspiration to all of us. BSo
while much has been accomplished, much remains to be done over the coming years.

Now a word about membership. Our latest member is #290; but 93 former members
have dropped out! That's quite a goodly proportion. Of those 93, 12 have died
and 1 has been expelled. Why did the other 80 drop out? A few had only a modest
interest to begin with; so no need to worry about them. Another few have sold
their collections of westerns, and are no longer interested. The bulk of the 80
appear to have dropped out because of two things; either they didn't like the
increase in dues to $5.00 per annum, or they thought that WCS was being run by a
small clique for its own benefit. We know the latter is not true; so let's
consider the dues. Maybe we should have two classes of membership -- $5.00 for
reg;lar and $2.50 for corresponding members. And perhaps a "Sustaining Menmbership"
at $10.00%

No, this is really not an epilogue, since there is so much left to be done.
Rather it is a prologue to a new regime under the able guidance of Mel Nathan, who
has been our president for the past two years. Mel has a wonderful enthusiasm for
things western; so he should make a fine editor. And with a little help from the
assoclate editors, he should have no trouble. Hold high the torch, Mel, and
vaysa con Dios!

H.H.C.
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