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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Just a year ago (seems like a few days) we emphasized three principle objectives 
of your young Society as a future program for the working men on your staff. 

This review of our activities and accomplishments for the year will show what 
a zealous group of devoted and dedicated men have labored long and hard through
out the months for your Society . These splendid results in each objective will 
justify your appreciation. 

FIRST: We were to develop a national organization. Under the Chairmanship of 
Leonard Perssons there has been added to our roster 2 5 new members making a 
total active membership of 231. They consist of a very democratic group from 
every walk in life from hourly worker to Political Potentate - from every corner 
of "the States" and with varied and enthusiastic interests in Western Mails 
historical lore . 

SECOND: We pledged to carry on an ambitious Research program. It is this that 
should give our membership its greatest enthusiasm and inspire each one to make 
some Research contribution. 

Chairman of our Research Committee fortunately is our devoted editor 
Mel Nathan. A review of our Quarterly for the year will indicate great progress 
in this direction. Wonderful original material has been published with more in 
the "hopper". 

By the standards of our magazine and its articles are we publicly 
judged; therefore why not send in the story of your personal discoveries. Noth
ing could do more to enhance our entire picture . Pick up your pen or that old 
Corona and dash off your story even in the rough - it will come out well edited 
if you so indicate . 

THIRD: Finally we promised to develop and enlarge Western Express I which can 
only be done with your cooperation along the lines suggested in our SECOND 
report above . The ability and untiring efforts of your co-operative Editor speak 
for themselves on the pages of this fine Research magazine. Its broad circula
tion and interesting articles are responsible for many of our new members and 
the general interest created. The growth and strength they give our Society 
is measured precisely by what you and you send to your Editor. This is a deli-
berate call for volunteers . · 

On our social side we enjoyed many group meetings and some trips. All who 
could do so accepted the gracious hospitality of our Southern California group 
at the time of the American Philatelic Society convention in Los Angeles. We had 
an interesting auction of fine Western material which was followed by a typical 
"western luncheon." There was spirited bidding at the auction and "spirited" 
conversation at the luncheon. The fifty members who found it convenient to 
attend hailed from New York to Albuquerque and from Vancouver to Florida. Our 
only regret is that all of you could not be there . 

Your present officers have but one more year of stewardship. A nominating com
mittee will soon be announced. There is a terrific amount of talent modestly 
hidden in the roster of membership 1 so the choice of candidates should be easy 
and the continued progress certain for a great Western Cover Society. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (Cont'd) 

Let us make 1960 the banner year of all. We have many centennials to celebrate. 
We are eager to disclose more and more original research findings through the 
pages of WESTERN EXPRESS. We can if you will supply material directly to our 
Editor. There isn't a member who cannot contribute something worth while on 
his particular phase of our hobby. There isn't a member who doesn ' t enjoy read
ing such contributions. So let us get together and supply your fellow- member 
with that which you know and he may not know. It will come back t o you one
hundred fold. 

Good hunting! Happy Holidays! and a Grand New Year 
for every member of this great hobby! 

Edgar B. Jessup 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#3 52 Hon. Barry Goldwater, 3 77 No. 3rd Ave. , Phoenix, Arizona 
#3 53 l', N. Newton Jr. , 188 Taylor Ave. , Sharon, Pa. 
#354 Robert D. Hess I 4059 W. Century Blvd., Inglewood, 1, Calif. 
#355 Kenneth E. Keister, 203 Bellfield Ave., Elyra, Ohio 
#356 Ray L.Newburn Jr., 4419 Lowell Ave., La Crescenta, Calif. 
#3 57 S. M Arnold, 1701 Papin St. , St. Louis 3 I Mo. 

REINSTATED TO MEMBERSHIP 

#213 Nyal W. Anderson, 368 E. 3rd So., Salt Lake City, Utah 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

#2 94 Theodore Reinhardt I P . 0. BoK 3 I San Clemente, Calif. 
#141 William 0. Bilden l 214-215 Upper Midwest Bldg., Minneapolis I 1

1 
Minn. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEW BOOKS 

"Pony Express- The Great Gamble" By Roy S. Bloss. A fresh unbiased approach 
to an emotion-packed historical episode. A must for every cover collector's 
library. 

"Embarcadero" by Richard H. Dillon. Being a Chronicle of True Sea Adventures 
from the Port of San Francisco~ A fine treatise on ships that sailed in and out 
of San Francisco. 
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EDITOR'S CORNER 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! And with the New Year come several new features for 
WESTERN EXPRESS. We will not go into too many details but will briefly enu
merate them for you with the hope that they will please you . 

1. A new and more attractive front page. 

2. The start of the Pony Express serial in the April issue simul
taneous with the Centennial. 

3. Another associate editor, Sheldon H. Dike, who will keep our 
Territorial members interested under the caption of "TERRITORIAL TIMES ... 

4 . "AN UNUSUAL COVER" -wherein members can illustrate and 
explain some of the gems of their western collections for the enlightenment of 
all of us. This feature need not necessarily be a cover of great intrinsic value 
but one of research or historic value. If you cannot write, then give us a clear 
glossy photograph and the facts. We will be your ghost writer and give you 
full credit for the article. 

Of course we will continue with previous features~~ purpose of new ones is to 
reach as many categories of cover collecting crs possible. There must be plenty 
of material available. Our only drawback is the limitation of funds to put it all 
in print. So please remember when you pay your dues for 1960 you can get more 
by paying more through the medium of Patron or Sustaining memberships. Also, 
more new members will help. Almost every dollar collecteq goes into the journal. 
Not a soul gets paid for services performed of any kind. Itl is purely a labor of 
love and w~.love it. . 

' "'\ 

* * * * * * * * * * * *•* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Enclosed with this issue fs a brochure and application for 
membership in Western Cover Society. It is up to each 
member to try to get a worthy new member so we can con
tinue to expand our journal. Our editors are doing their 
share - how about you doing yours. 

Len Persson 
Chairman., Membership Committee 
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CENTENNIAL STAMPS 

An Editorial 

·our good member, John 0 . Theobald 1 of Phoenix, Arizona, has sent us some very 
interesting information on the type of stage used on the Butterfield route. He refers 
to two is sues of that delightful magazine called "Arizona Highways", published by 
the Arizona Highway Department. The first article entitled "The Overland Mail" 
by B. Ira Judd appeared in the October 1958 issue and illustrates an "Artist's sketch 
of Butterfield stage" together with much very fine data on the operation of the 
route . 

Artist's sketch of Butte'rfield stage 

In the January 1959 issue of "Arizona Highways" Mr . Roscoe P. Conkling of Ingle
wood, California, submits the following comments: 

. . . Allow me to congratulate you on your article, "The Overland Mail," by B. Ira 
Judd 1 which appeared in the October issue of ARIZONA HIGHWAYS. It should be 
of great value to the modern historian and to the layman as well. 

Two objects are before me here in a cabinet 1 an ox shoe , and a throughbolt and 
shackle from a charred ox yoke , which we found buried in the ruts of the old road 
near the western entrance to Apache Pass. Sad reminders of the massacre of the 
emigrant train that occured on that spot . 

With reference to the illustration of the Butterfield stage wagon shown on page 3 8 
of the above issue, I should like to say that this was not exactly an "artist's sketch" 
as stated . It was a pen and ink drawing from an original drawing made by my grand
father, Stephen A. Seymour 1 who designed this type of a "Celerity" wagon as it was 
called, under the direction of John Butterfield. It was copied in part from a thorough
brace hung wagon used by the American Express Company in New York City. One 
hundred of these stage wagons, some of which were altered in design, were built by 
the James Goold Coach Company, of Albany, New York, with which my grandfather 
was connected . This lighter built, lower hung vehicle was used from Springfield and 
Fort Smith to Los Angeles. With reference to this, I have seen a copy of the Overland 
Mail centennial postage stamp, which shows men on the top of what might be called 
a "hard top" coach, evidently shooting at ·Indians . The heavy built, full bodied 
coach with seats on top could never have made the required time over the route, and 
there is no record that such a coach was ever used through the Indian country during 
the time the Butterfield Mail operated over the Southern Route. 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 1960 Page 6 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- -

CENTENNIAL STAMPS (Cont'd) 

We agree with Mr. Theobald that it was a shame that our Post Office Department 
probably did not check the design of the centennial stamp with authoritative sources. 
We I as research students I are fussy about these matters as we would like to see 
the facts passed on for posterity as they actually existed. We admit the stamp is 
a pretty one 1 but feel that the "celerity Wagon" could have been dramatized just as 
well. The "hard top" or Concord coach as shown on the stamp would have been more 
fitting for a Wells Fargo than a Butterfield occasion. 

Similarly 1 we cannot understand why the Post Office Department has chosen July 19th, 
1960 1 as the first day of issue of the Pony Express centennial stamp from Sacramento, 
California. We haven't any brief with the fact that Sacramento was selected. They 
are entitled to recognition as an important station of the Pony Express even though 
most of the mail carried started at or was destined for San Francisco. But the date 
of first issue seems rather ludicrous. The first Pony mail started at both ends of the 
run; namely San Francisco and St. Joseph 1 Missouri, on April 3, 1860. The pony did 
not leave Sacramento until the early hours on April 4th as it took that long for the 
mail to reach there by boat from San Francisco. Therefore April 4th would be accept
able but April 3rd still would be preferable. The purpose of a centennial stamp is to 
record an historical event and dates connected therewith should be correspondingly 
accurate. 

We have great respect for our Post Office Department; they are doing a job unexcelled 
anywhere in the world. Nor are we trying to be super-critical. We feel that the De
partment has at times been ill-advised by selfish interests or others who do not have 
complete knowledge of a subject. Inasmuch as we have been critical, we must offer 
something constructive to avoid these mistakes in the future. Assistance can be ob
tained from the many historical and philatelic societies throughout the land, any one 
or more of whom would be only too glad to cooperate with the Department by making 
their respective research facilities available or submitting the required data from 
their files . We feel we are a qualifying Society aNi offer our services graciously. 
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AN UNUSUAL COVER 

By Barrett S . Hindes 

The Editor has requested me to pick out an "unusual cover" in my collection that 
would be of interest to our members . I have chosen the above as "unusual" for the 
following rea sons : 

FIRST: The postal rate from California to the Atlantic Stat es from July 1, 1851 
to April 1, 1855 was 6 cents prepaid and 10 cents unpaid . From meager evidence 
it appears that during July, August and September of 1853 that supplies of the 3 cent 
1851 ran very low or were possibly exhausted at the San Francisco Post Office . At 
such periods the postmaster took it upon himself to permit the use of halves of the 
12 cent 1851 stamp that must have been available without any official authority to 
do so. For a time the New York postmaster accepted the bisects but later refused 
to recognize them and collected the unpaid rate of postage . The earliest known post
al regulation forbidding the use of bisected or "parts of stamps" was a Post Office 
Department circular dated November 10, 1853 stating, "If the stamp be cut out of, 
or separated from the envelope on which it was made 1 the legal value of both is des
troyed; neither does the law authorize the use of parts of postage stamps in prepay
ment of postage . " Therefore, a bisected 12 cent stamp nicely tied on cover can be 
considered a provisional that was used for a relatively short time and is both scarce 
and "unusual" . 

SECOND: This cover was carried outside of the mails as evidenced by the New 
York "Ship" cancellation on the stamp . It went via Nicaragua as further evidenced 
by the scarce blue rectangular hand stamp . It left San Francisco July 16, 1853 on 
the "S . S . Brother Johnathan", thence across Nicaragua, then on "S.S . Star of the 
West" arriving in New York on August 9, 1853 . While there are earlier 12 cent 
1851 bisect covers from San Francisco via Panama 1 the above is the earliest known 
via. Nicaragua. More "unusual" . 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

By Sheldon H. Dike 

In each issue this page will henceforth present news, views and assorted chit
chat concerning the history, post offices, mail routes, postal markings 1 and 
covers of the Territories of the United States. It is hoped that all such will not 
appear in the biased but deathless prose sometimes composed, bf.t usu.ally 
swiped from various sources by Ye Olde Territorial Editor Cl'EOTE , .for short) 1 

rather that this page will become the forum of that sterling segment of our mem
bership, the territorial collectors. From time to time articles will appear else-

2 where in WESTERN EXPRESS, as they are contributed by said sterling characters. 

The joy of collecting anything comes from knowing what you have when you get 
it, and knowing what the other fellow has that you wish were yours. (!'his im
plies that you need to get to know the other fellow well enough to find out what 
he has. This fellowship is the real reward of the game.) Now many fields of 
philately are pretty well documented, such as that exemplified by the Scott 
Catalog and the four printed albums to put the stuff in. But :_I3e collector of U.S. 
territorial covers finds himself at sea with Chase and Cabeen as his major guid
ing star, plus a few fainter ones represented by various short articles scattered 
about. The chief difficulty with Ref. 3 (besides its being essentially unobtain
able) is that the post office data is incomplete and occasionally in error (certain 
records not tised by the authors are now available in the National Archives), the 
postmark data can now be considerably expanded (it being nearly twenty years 
since some of Ref . 3 was written), and that several important territories are 
omitted. The collector·of these missing territories is essentially fogbound, and 
is forced to accumulate covers much like match covers. Collecting match covers 
is fun for some, but it surely would be more fun if there were a guiding catalog. 

In the case of some of the territories missing from Ref. 3, a start toward build
ing up the story has been made in WESTERN EXPRESS. Several post office lists 
have been presented, and in one case (N . Mex.), a catalog of postmarks was 
issued. We plan to continue this type of effort. In addition; a list of Arizona 
Territorial Post Offices has been privately published (available from YEOTE at 
three bucks, postpaid). But a single lifetime is insufficient to do all there-
search that must be done. We should each tackle part of the problem. · 

It is very clear to YEOTE that what is needed is a series of volumes each pre
senting the postal history on one or more of the territories. Each of these 
could then be revised as a sufficient number of new markings are reported, etc. 
For example, the catalog of New Mexico markings which appeared in W. E. is 
now sadly obsolete. The markings of nearly 1DO new offices have since appear
ed and hundreds of other corrections and additions should be made. (Write to 
the boss editor if you would like to see a new catalog of these markings appear.) 
The beginnings of the volumes aforesaid should appear in W E \ . . 

1. Old Indian word meaning "one who collects scalps (covers) from all places 
except California." 

2. This is a hint to same . 
3. Chase, C. , and Cabeen, R. McP., "The First Hundred Years of U.S. 

Territorial Postmarks," A. P. S . ; 1950 . · 
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.TERRITORIAL TIMES (Cont'd) 

It seems well at this point to define the area of interest with which we shall be 
primarily concerned . This area is the postal history of the, Territorfes of the 
United States. By the word territory we shall mean an area officially established 
as a Territory of the U . S . with a territorial form of government. There were 31 
such territories . The postal history of these runs from the short story of three 
post offices in Southwest Territory to the nearly 1200 post offices in New Mexico 
Territory. We shall also establish the ground rule that any post offices existing 
in these areas prior to the establishment of official territorial status are also of 
direct interest to the territorial collector. U . S. Territorial postal history shall 
be confined to that associated with the contractors to, and the post offices and 
routes established by the U . S. Post Office Department . We shall not be primar
ily concerned with matter carried "outside the mails" 1 by private express, by 
military courier, or by contractor to the military departments . One exception to 
this rule ·willl;:>e covers and markings carried by private express companies on 
which the U . S . postage was paid . 

The term territorial cover shall mean a cover originating from, entering the U.S. 
mails at, or forwarded by a U . S . post office which on the date processed was in 
a U . S . territory . A pre-territorial cover shall mean a cover originating from 1 

entering the U . S. mails at, or forwarded by a U.S. post office which on the date 
processed was at a point later included in a territory. A cover from an office 
in an area later included in a State without an intervening period in a territory 
is a pre-statehood cover, and is not of interest to the territorial collector. Other 
definitions will be made from time to time as required . 

It is interesting to note that in a few cases it is possible for a statehood cover 
(cover from an office in a State) to be a pre-territorial cover. An example is 
Chickasaw Agency, established in the State of Georgia (in what is now northern 
Mississippi) on 1 January 1802 . After 24 April 1802 it was in unorganized terri
tory. It was in Mississippi Territory after 22 March 1804 . 

I hope the above will help stimulate interest in territorial postal history and 
cover collecting . Please send me your suggestions, comments, articles, and 
questions . Questions of general interest will be answered in this column (if 
I or my gestapo can dig up the answer) . Who knows, for example 1 the name of 
the first U . S . territorial post office and the date established? (Hint: The state
ment on page 2 94 of Ref . 3 '.is in error . ) 
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EXPRESSES THAT RAN WITHIN OR FROM OREGON 

byM. C . Nathan 

Oregon expresses offer a very interesting field of study as little has been written 
about most of them . The list herewith was compiled from scattered sources of 
information and we hope that through corrections and additions more data can be 
published at a later date . 

KEY TO TYPE OF FRANK 

PF - Printed frank 
HS - Handstamp 
MS - Manuscript 

Known franks are indicated by initials represented by the above key. 

Adams & Co . , Portland & etc. to San Francisco, Calif., 1850-55 . .. . ..•...• HS 
Barnetts Express, Portland to Powder River, 1859-62 · 
Beekman's Express, Portland· to Jacksonville, 1850-53 . . . . . •.•...... PF & HS 
Beekman's California and Oregon Express, Jacksonville to Crescent City, 

Yreka, Calif . , 1852-59 ... ... ..... . .......... . •. .. . . .•.. . . PF & HS 
Bras tow & Horse ley's Express, Oregon points to Yreka & Scotts Bar, Calif . 

1855-56 
Brent & Nelson's Express, The Dalles to Canyan City; John Day Mines, 

1862-63 . . . . . . . . . . • ..... . ...... . . ... . . ..... . .......... . . . · . . .. PF 
Buchanan & Co's Express, The Dalles to Canyan City, 1866-67 . . .•• . . . .. PF 
California and Oregon Mail Stage Line, Jacksonville to Callahans, 1854-82 
Chase & Clift, Linkville and Yreka, Calif. , 1887 
Colwells Stage Line, Jacksonville, Kerbyville and Sailors Diggings, 1870 
Cram Rogers & Co . California and Oregon Express, Oregon points to 

Yreka, Calif. , 1853-54 ... ..... . .... . .. .•. . ... . .. . ... . . ..•... . HS 
Dalles and Canyan City U . S . Mail Line, Dalles and Canyan City, 1867 
Dalles and Umatilla Stage Line, Dalles and Umatilla, 1867 
Dalles Express Co., Dalles to Canyan City, 1867 
B. & E. W. Davis, Corvalis, Eugene City and Winchester on the Umpqua, 1854 
Davis & Co . 's Express, Walla Walla, Wash . to Dalles, 1860 
Dimick & Danforth New Stage Line, Salem and Champoeg, 1853 
Dugan & Cox's Oregon Express, Umpqua River, Rogue River, Oregon and 

Shasta Mines, Portland to Southern Oregon Mines; also Jacksonville 
and Oregon City, 1852-53 

E. Dupuis Line of Stages, Champoeg to Salem, 1852-53 
Dupuis and Moll, Champoeg to Salem, 1853 
Edgar and Burke's Canyan City Express, Dalles to Canyan City; also Idaho, 

1 8 6 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PF 
Edgar & Co . 's Express and U . S. Mail Line, Dalles to Canyan City, 1867-72 
Edgar, Buchanan and Waldrons Blackfoot Express, 1866-67 
Evans & Co . 's Crescent City & Jacksonville Express, Jacksonville to 

Crescent City, Calif. , 18 ? ...... . • ... .. .. .... .. . . • .• .. ...•. PF 
Fields Semi Weekly Line, via Hillsboo, Centerville and Forest Grove, 18 ? 
Gregory's Express, San Francisco, Calif . to Portland, 1850-53 . . . . . . . .. HS 
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EXPRESSES THAT RAN WITHIN OR FROM OREGON (Cont'd) 

Hart Work & Co . 's Express, Crescent City, Calif. to Jacksonville, 1855 
Hastings Express, Portland to Jacksonville, Oregon City, Buteville, 

Champoeg, Albany, Corvalis and Eugene. Also between Cascades 
and The Dalles, 1856-59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . • . • . • . PF 

Hatten & Barrett, Ashland and Linkville, 187 5 
Hoffman.' s Express, Jacksonville to Yreka, Calif., 1851 
Ish & Bailey's Pioneer Line, Umatilla and Boise; Idaho, 1864-65 . . •.•..... PF 
Ish & Co . 's Express, Umatilla and Boise, Idaho, 1865 
J . C . Jamison's Express, Portland to Hillsboro, Centerville and Forest 

Grove , 1 8 6 5-6 7 .. .... ... ............. .... ..•.. . ..•....•.. • ..• . . 
G . P . Johson's Inland Express, Crescent City, Calif. & So . Oregon, 18 ? 
Jones & Edgar's Canyan City Express, Canyan City and The Dalles, 1863-65 
Jones & Rundell's Express, Dalles to Canyan City, 1863 
Jones Dalles & Canyan City Express, Dalles to Canyan City, 1864 

PF 
HS 
PF 

Kellogg & Co . 's Express, Amelia City and El Dorado, 18 ? • • • • • . • • • • • • • • PF 
Landis' Express, Jacksonville, Kirbyville and Sailor Diggins, 1864-65..... PF 
Levison &Co.'s Express ? , 1859 
Lockwood & Co.'s Express, Dalles to Willow Creek, 1867-68 
C. M. Lockwood's Canyan City Express, Wash . , Oreg., Idaho & Utah, 

1864-68 ...................................... .. . . .... . ... ... . PF 
Logan & Thompson's Express, Jacksonville to Sailor Diggins, 1866 
McBean & Co . 's Middle Fork Express, Canon City, 1864-65 ...•.•.• .•• .•. PF 
McClaine and Co., Umpqua -Rogue River Region, 1852 
McClain & Co.'s Express, Corvalis and Oakland, 1871 
McCombs & Co.'s Express, Columbia River, 1854-57 
George H. McQueen Co . , Willamette Valley, 1858-59 
Manning & Webbs Express, Jacksonville to Klamath, 1872 
Mann's Inland Express, Crescent City, Calif. to Jacksonville, 1855-58 •. •. PF 
Mossman & Co . 's Express, Oregon, Washington & Idaho, 1860-63. . . • . • . . PF 
Mossman & Miller's Express, Portland, Walla Walla, Wash. & Nez 

Perce, 1862 ....... ... •.. . .... ............ .. ... ... ... . . ....... PF 
Newell & Co . 's Express, Portland and Oregon City, 1852 
Nichols & Co .• 's Express, San Francisco to Crescent City, Calif . and 

Oregoir, 1858 .. .. ......... .... ........ . . ..............•. .... .. PF 
Northern Pacific Express, San Francisco to Oregon, Wash. & B.C. 

1874-84 PF & HS 
North Western Express co·. I Idaho & Utah, Washington & Oregon, 1887 .... PF 
Oregon & California Express Co., San Francisco to Portland and Oregon 

Points, 1870 . ..... .. .. .. . ...... . . ...... ............... . . . .... PF 
Oregon Steamship Co. , Portland to San Francisco, Calif. , 187 8 
Pacific Express Co . , California, Oregon & Washington, 1855-58 ... . .. PF & HS 
Parker, Colter & Co .'s Express, Portland to Olympia, Wash. 

1 
1853 · 

Powder River & Canyan City Express, Powder River & Canyan City, 1859 . .. MS 
Puget Sound Express , Out of Portland, 18 ? ....... .. .. .............. . .. :HS 
H . C. Riggs Co . , Willamette Valley, 1858'-59 
Rhodes & Co . 's Express, San Francisco to Shasta & Jacksconville 1854-56 
Riggs & Chase, Willamette Valley, 1859 ' 
Rockfellow & Co. 's Express , Yreka , Calif. to Oregon & Idaho, 18 61-63 . . • . PF 
Rundell & Co .' s Express, Dalles & Canyan City, 1862-64 •. ... . . . . .. ..•. • PF 
Rundell & Jones Express I Canyan City, 1862 .......... .. .. . .... • ..•.... PF 
Salisbury & Co . I Redding & Yreka, Calif . to Roseburg, 1882 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 1960 Page 12 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
EXPRESSES THAT RAN WITHIN OR FROM OREGON (Cont•d) 

Schutz Brothers •, Pioneer Stage Line, Dalles via Tybee Valley and 
Warm Springs, 1872 

Scott and Abbott, Portland to La Fayette, 1853 
Stoner & Scott's Express, ? , 1862 . ...•... ..•. . ..•. • • •. . .••.••• • ••. PF 
P . A. Stricklands Stage & Express, Dalles to ·canyan City, 1864 
A. B. Stuart •s Express, Portland by boat to Vancouver, Cascade and 

The Dalles, 1854-56 ................ ... . . . ... . .. . ..... ... ... .... . HS 
Tracy & Co .' s Oregon Express, Oregon, Washington & Idaho, 1859-63 .. PF & HS 
Todd & Colt •s Oregon & California Express, San Francisco to Portland 

and Oregon points, 1850-51 
Todd & Co. •s Oregon & California Express, San Francisco to Portland 

and Oregon points, 1851 .... . ... . .. . ... ....... . . ... .. ... . . . .... . . HS 
Umatilla Express, Umatilla to Susanville and Dixie via Lowe •s 

Diggings and Bridge, North Fork, John Day River, 186 7 
Umatilla Granite and Olive Creek Express Co . , Granite to Olive Creek, 186 7 
Valentine's Josephine County Express, Jacksonville to Waldo, 1864-65 
Wells, Fargo & Co., Entire West,1852-96 ••••.•.. . .•. .•.• •• • • . • ••. • •• PF & HS 
We stern Stage Co . , Willow Creek to Linkville, 1887 
West Side Stage Line, St . Joseph, Terminus of the Oregon Central 

Railroad ,to Corvalis, 1873 
G . H . Wines & Co.•s Atlantic, California and Oregon Express, 1855-57 • • PF & HS 
Yaquima Express, Salem and vicinity, 1866-67 
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By Fred E • Starr 

Letter addressed to Mrs. Deborah Mariner 1 Cape Elizabeth 1 Maine -Red 
postmark 1 San Francisco 1 1 June 40 (40 cent rate). 

San Francisco 1 Tuesday May 21th 1850 

Dear Mother I it is with pleasure I write to inform you that I am well and hope you 
are the same. we had the pleasant passage of 164 days. Carpenters wages is 
from 10 to 14 dollars per day 1 common laborers from 5 to 8 dollars. ther is a 
lump of gold in the star office waying 20 Lbs dug at the Southern mines. a young · 
man made 300$ the first day in the mines. the miners is a doing well this season. 
lumber is very low. the gambling hells gits the principal part of the money. a 
Chilian come from the mines the othe day with 5000 dollars and lost it all at a 
single throw. he turned on his heal and says you have dreaned me. the night be
fore we arrived there was a whole block of gambling houses burnt down 5000 $ re
ward. we have been a shoar one w e ek and are doing we ll. we engaged a good 
boarding a house for 40$ r boards on a side. I am a printice to Eben & professor 
Libby. tell Farther that the best thing he can do is to come out to California with 
his m<:en for the teamsters a is in grats demand. we start for stockton to day from 
there to the mines. I received your letter from the hands of Elvin Sawyer. Keep 
your spirits up for there Is better times a comeing. I dond want you to have any 
fears concerning me for we all git along first rate. tell Silas not be in a hurry in 
comeing to California. if I can do well at the mine.s I will send for him. Elder 
Libby says you have releaved his mind of a great burden. Elvin Sawyer Capt 
Gearge Ingraham & Capt perce run away from ship Oregorn. Eben sends his love 
to Emeline and says she must not forget her promis. 
Elder Libby sends his love and thanks God that he is in a la nd of dimonds. I 
you must not be worried if you do not hear from me till i return from the mines. 
I have not time to write any more a for we are about starting. Good by 

George W. Mariner 

Woodes Creek 1 Sunday Oct 13th 1850 

Dear Mother I it is with plea sure I write to inform you that I am well and hop 
you are the same. in my larst letter I had not time to write any particulars I not 
knowing what part of the mines we should stop at. we stopped in San Francisco 
10 days and finding we could muster $100$ we bolted for Stockton in the schooner 
Water Witch. Capt h 'ell split. we paid him ten Dollars a peace & worked our 
passage. Elder Libby was Cook. we stayed in Stockton a week & not finding any 
thing to do we Charted a team for Angles Creek 80 miles from Stockton paying $8 
a hundred and find we was hard up. we made a rocker out of a chest and went to 
work in the Creek not finding anything very incouraging there. we went to work 
in a ravene makeing from $4 to $5 a day and some days nothing. but if there had 
been water enough to work a rocker we should make a ounce a peace. after ·stay-
ing three weeks at Angles Creek we Charter.ed a mule for $8 and went over to the 
Stanis Leaur 6 miles from Angles Creek. we went to work in the Bank of the river 
makeing from $4 to 5 a day. we worked there 6 or 7 weeks. from there we went 
to a place calle jack Gulch. Eben and me dug out 24 Dollars with our sheath 
knives in a hour. the next two days we 3 took out $112 from there back to the 
river and joined a company of 50 men to work Kanaka bar. We build a dam and 
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went a prospecting the bar when the President ke.tch the montain feavor cleared 
out with half of the company . They heard that they could make 2 ounces a day. 
there was a Judge offered to pilot them up for $2 00 a peace. he told them he 
would carry them where there was goald . if he did not they might cut his damm 
throat . he carried them 200 miles back in the mountains and toald them that was 
the place. they tried a pan and got 6 cts and found they could make $4 a day by 
packing the dirt S miles . they swore that they woul kill the Judge damm him, 
the Judge was taken sick and they had to find there way back again after luseing 
$600 a peace . we got the company filled up again and went to work digirig a 
race when we was sued by a company of Englishmen . the President called the 
company together . they took avoat not to tak any notice of the damn heathens . 
they send the sheriff over to get our answer. a texican drew his pistol and 
swore if he want of he would blow his braines out. after trying the case five or 
six times they sent a possy of Englishmen headed be a man calling himself 
American to take persescion of the bar when the Company got there armes and 
swor if they want of they would shoot them. the next day the Judge and two 
Sheriefs came over. they toald us to be peaceful! and they would have it tried 
over again . the next day we all went to court and got the case costing us $SOO 
and them $2000 . then we went to work build a damn and took out of the par 
$1000 and got in to the bed of the river when the raines and .swep the dams all 
away and we lost all our sumers work . but I think the.re is goald in the river if 
we ony could git at it . 
it paid from 1 0 cts to 12 in the loose sand a pan . we charted a Jack ass to take 
us over Woodes Creek . the darmned fool got struck with a squall, capsized and 
shifted his deck load . we had to unload him and hire a mule and unpacked half 
on the mule and the other on the Jack ass. Good God there we are at Woodes 
Creek safte and sound one mile below James Town . Libby is aworking by him
self. Eben and I are still working to geather. Larst thursday we took out $170 
$128 in one peace . that week we took out $2SO . Eben is a going down to 
Stockton to morrow morning to git our winters grub and i send this letter by him. 
Provisions is gitting high in the mines flour $30 per hundred Pork 37 1/2 cts per 
pound Beef 2Scts Beanes SO cts per pound Saleratus 1, SO per pound dried apples 
62cts rice 37 cts & c . larst winter flour was $1 . 2S a pound. We have got 200 
pound of flower and 100 pounds of Pork on hand. Good God how the doughnuts 
and flagjacks will have to take it. I have not re ceived by one letter from you but 
I have sent down to San Frisco to git them . I wish you to direct your letters to 
James Town California for I expect tore main here this winter. Give my love to 
Farther and Brother and Sisters. Eben sends his love to all of the folks. Good 
by Mother may God bles you . I doant know I (s)hall write again . 

From your afectnate Son 

Geo W Mariner 
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