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THE EDITOR Is CORNER 

This looks like it is going to be a very exciting year. There will 
be old things to celebrate such as the Pony Express Centennial, the 
coming election of a new President of the United States, and the adven
tures into space. Among the new things that will happen this year is 
the debut of a new stamp exhibition by the Association of Western Stamp 
Exhibitors, otherwise known as Westpex, to take place on April 22, 23 
and 24 at the Whitcomb Hotel in San Franc~sco. This will be the first 
time that the Association will use beautiful new frames. The Committee 
has provided a section of thirty frames of western covers. It is their 
intention to continue this arrangement if the Western Cover Society sug·
ports it with a good showing of western material. Indications a re that 
this will be done. In addition to t he exhibit, there will be a general 
auction held on Saturday afternoon, April 23. There will be a twenty 
table bourse in operation all three days. Educational talks and slide 
programs are planned and first day ceremonies will be held on Friday, 
April 22, for the new regular 25¢ air mail stamp. Following a Western 
brunch at the Hotel on Sunday morning, April 24, at 10:30 A.M., Harry 
Gray will hold a western cover sale. This all appears to have the 
makings of a gala event and it will be well worth your time and effort 
to attend. Reservations for the brunch should be made with the secretary, 
Dr. Sheldon H. Goodman. 

More good news for the territorial collectors. Dr. Sheldon Dike is 
in the process of compiling a catalog of all known markings of Arizona 
territory for publication in a future issue of Western Express. All mem
bers having such covers are urged to send them to Dr. Dike for record
ing. His address is 1611 Bayita Lane, N.W., Albuquerque, N.M. Please 
send any you have, including duplication and common material. All covers 
will be carefully handled, will be returned promptly by registered mail and 
your postage expense will be reimbursed. Let us all help him to make 
this compilation as complete as possible. He is giving a lot of his val
uable time - let us all give a little of ours. 

********************************** 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#358 Mrs. Marnice J. Coon, 1503 No. Delaware Ave., Roswell, N.M. 
#359 Stanley J. Richmond, 70 State Street, Boston, Mass. 
#360 H. L. Whitman, 1946 No. Elwood, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
#-361 Charles A. McKeown, 16 Carisbrook Drive, Orinda, Calif. 
#362 Jack F. Lewtzinger, 7239 W. Mercer Way, Mercer Island, Wash. 

DROPPED FOR NON -PAYMENT OF 1959 DUES 

#11 Sylvester Colby 
#15 Robert Laurence 

#170 Roy Taylor 
#278 John W. Gulzon 

#321 Alice Lee Erickson 
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NECROLOGY 

#32 Milton D. Eisner. A scholar and a gentleman, his greatest joy was 
in unearthing items of western lore. He will always be well re
membered by his many philatelic friends through the gems he was 
responsible for in their collections. His cheerful countenance will 
be sadly missed at all of our gatherings. 

THE PONY EXPRESS 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The objectives of the VVestern Cover Society 
in presenting a series of articles during the Centennial of the 
Pony Express are twofold. First of all, we are primarily in
terested in the philatelic side of the story. This involves 
postal rates, express charges, times of departure and arrival 
at destination and markings. VVith the cooperation of many of 
our members and interested friends, we will publish a chron
ological list of as many • Pony covers as come to our attention 
without disclosing ownership. VVe will also illustrate many in
teresting covers. Secondly, during each three months period, 
we will publish documentary facts relative to organization and 
personnel of the Pony concurrent with the centennial period. 
This will be done dispassionately and without bias. VVe hope 
through these procedures to bring to light much valuable in
formation. 

The general history of the Pony is a long one and has been 
recorded in detail by many writers. As a background to our 
part of the story we have been honored by a.nd are most 
grateful to Mr. Roy S. Bloss, author of the recent fine book 
"Pony Express - The Great Gamble", for the Foreword to our 
serial . 
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FOREWORD 

Few events in the kaleidoscope of the American frontier have so 
indelibly marked the popular mind as the famed Pony Express -- that 
quick, bright, .but undying, flash over the horizon of history. From April, 
1860, through nineteen months of audacious courage, hardy young lads 
and fleet horses raced with the mail in a daring adventure in which 
neither the business acumen of the managers nor life and limb of the 
riders had been weighed in the balance. 

Russell, Majors & Waddell, operators of vast freighting caravans 
to Army garrisons in the West, conceived the breathtaking idea . It was 
no less than to span half a continent with a chain of express horsemen, 
who would carry mail in record time -- ahd at a rich fee -- between 
California and the Argonauts 1 nostalgic "back home" . 

The scheme was all the more singular in view of the fact that the 
founders, when embarking on it, were virtually broke. And before a year 
was out, with the praise of a happy, letter-reading public ringing in 
their ears, they would be bankrupt. 

Before then, however, a small legion of tough, doughty young riders 
had etched a legend of nervy 1 fearless horsemanship that today is the 
wonderful saga of the Pony Express. Their story begins on the afternoon 
of April 3, 1860. At both St. Joseph, Mo., and San Francisco -- termini 
of the long mail line hurriedly laid out in but two months • time -- a lone 
rider dashed away with a mail pouch, or mochila, of oilskin-wrapped 
l e tters. Advertisements in the local press had advised prospective pa
trons of an amazing schedule. Ten days 1 time to and from New York, i f 
the fleet Pony was used in conjunction with existing telegraph lines . Or 
thirteen days if the Post Office carried the mail beyond the Pony Express. 
It was nothing short of amazing, if one drew an invidious comparison 
with the 20-odd day schedule of the Overland Mail Company's clumsy 
coaches, which rolled heavily over the long, tedious Southern Route 1 via 
El Paso. 

A. shorter line to the north, the Central Route 1 had been chosen 
for the Pony I in the gamble that the fleet Pegasus would bring to its 
founders a lucrative mail contract and thus retrieve them from financial 
chaos. The route selected was the main trail of land immigrants to 
California . 

Over it the intrepid riders of the Pony earned lasting gl ory in 
breeching the searing desert and snow-capped mountains, battling the 
monotony of one man's loneliness, and eluding -- but not always --the 
savage redskin on the warpath. 

Their individual exploits have been prolifically recorded for all 
posterity. Not a few of the accounts are, however 1 in historic accuracy 

1 

suspect. For among the thrilling tales of Pony Express verve and hero
ism are hand-me-downs from old men with dimmed memories 

1 
or their 

fame-seeking descendants, or even -- let it be said -- from pulp book 
authors of bun come and balderdash. 
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FOREWORD (Continued) 

The fault lay initially , I think, with the managers . The express 
enterprise was as nearly under-managed as it was under-financed. Un
like the well organized, efficient Butterfield Overland Mail Co . , the 
Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express (legal name and style 
of the Pony Express) apparently kept few official records . Where is the 
company's own list of stations? Where is an officia l roster, or payroll 
list, of employees? Who kept the books -- if any -- on the volume of 
letters carried? Historians have been obliged to hunt for the needle of 
such facts through the haystack of conjecture and opinion. Little wonder, 
then , that fantasy and fiction have rushed in to fill the gaps in authen
ticity. 

That's why the Western Cover Society, in projecting this series of 
articles on Pony Express philately, is making a worthy contribution toward 
a better , clearer understanding of the Pony story. Franks, covers and 
stamps comprise an important facet of the horse express history, one 
that has received comparatively little attention. Now 1 happily, that un
fortunate oversight will have a de served correction. 

ROY S . BLOSS 

********************************** 



WESTERN EXPRESS - APRIL 1960 Page 5 

THE THREE MONTHS PERIOD - APRIL 3RD TO JUNE 30TH, 1860 

By Pony Express Editorial Committee 

Early Advertisements 

On the back of a pamphlet entitled 11 Denver City and Auraria the 
Commercial Emporium of the Pike's Peak Gold Regions in 1859, 11 pub
lished January 1, 1860, we find an advertisement which we present in 
the part that relates to the Pony Express. 

GREAT OVERLAND ROUTE 
to the 

PIKE'S PEAK GOLD REGIONS I 

UTAH AND CALIFORNIA 

On the first of April the company will start an overland Horse 
Express from the Missouri River to California for the expedi
tious transmission of letters and dispatches. Time from 
Leavenworth City to Sacramento, Cal., via Salt Lake City, 
Carson Valley and Placerville, EIGHT DAYS 

John S. Jones, Gen'LSupt. 
B. F. Ficklin, Road Supt. Leavenworth City, K. T. 

R. B. Bradford, Agent, Denver City 
Amos Steck, Postal Agent, do 

Hall & Hinckley, Agents, St. Joseph 
Samuel & Allen, Agents, 132 N . Second Street, St. Louis 

********************************** 

On March 29 I 1860 e we find the following advertisement in the San 
Francisco Daily Times. From the notation thereon, this advertisement 
started running on March 19, 1860. 

PONY EXPRESS 

Nine Days 
FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO NEW YORK 

The Central Overland Pony Express Co., will start their let
ter express from San Francisco to New York and intermediate 
points, 

On Tuesday, the 3d Day of April next., 
And upon every Tuesday thereafter, at 4 o'clock p.M. 
Letters will be received at San Francisco until 3-3/4 o'clock 
P.M. each day of departure . 

OFFICE; 
Alta Telegraph Office, Montgomery Street 

Telegraphic Dispatches will be received at Carson City until 
6 o'clock P . M. every Wednesday. 
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Schedule Time fro·m San Francisco to New York: 
For Telegraphic Dispatches, 9 days; 
For Letters, 13 days. 

Letters will be charged between San Francisco and Salt Lake 
City $3 per half ounce and under, and at that rate according 
to weight. To all points beyond Salt Lake City $5 per half 
ounce and under I and at that rate according to weight. 
Telegraphic Dispatches will be subject to the same charges 
as letters. 
All le tters must be enclosed in stamped envelopes. 

Wm . W . Finney I 
mhl9 tf Agent Central Overland Pony Express Co. 

********************************** 

Then we find an advertisement in the San Francisco Evening Tele
gram of June 21, 1860 that had been running since April 16th, 1860. 

Miscellaneous . 

THE CENTRA.L OVERLAND 
California and Pike's Peak 

Express Company 

This company are now running a Tri-Weekly Line of Express 
and Passenger Coaches from Leavenworth City and St. Joseph 
to Denver City . Time -- Six Days. 
On qr before the first day of May next a Daily Line of 
Coaches will be started from said points, (Sundays excepted). 

PONY EXPRESS! 

On Friday, the 13th day of April, at 9 o'clock A. M., a Pony 
Express will leave St. Joseph, the present terminus of the 
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad, for San Francisco 1 and 
Weekly thereafter at the same hour, passing through Forts 
Kearny 1 Laramie and Bridger , Great Salt Lake, Camp Floyd, 
Carson City, the Washoe Silver Mines, Placerville and Sac
ramento City. Telegrams from all the Atlantic, Southern and 
Western States will be received up to the hour of the de
parture of the Courier from St. Joseph, and will be forwarded 
from Carson City by the Placerville and St. Joseph Telegraph 
Company to all points in California and Oregon . 

Time from the Atlantic to the Pacific 

Eight Days! 
Letters by the Courier will be delivered in San Francisco from 
St. Joseph in Ten Days. 
Letters for Oregon, Washington Territory, Vancouver's Island 
British Columbia, Sandwich Islands, Pacific Mexican Ports, 
China 1 Japan, and the Amoor River, will be maile d at San 
Francisco. 
Under authority of the Postmaster General, letters are for
warded by this Company to Denver City. 
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Fast Freight Line. 
On the first day of May, a Fast Freight Line will be estab
li shed from Leavenworth City and St. Joseph to Denver City, 
for the transportation of General Merchandise. Time -
Fifteen Days . 

For full particulars, or for Tickets and paid Envelopes, in
quire at --

New York Office -- J. B. Simpson, Vice President. 
St. Joseph -- Unit Rasin, Agent. 
St. Louis -- Samuel & Allen, Commission Merchants, 

132 N. 2d Street, Agents . 
Chicago -- H. J . Spaulding, A.gent. 

Office Leavenworth City, Kansas, March, 1860. 

Wm . H. Russell, President 
John W . Russell, Secretary 

********************************** 

PONY EXPRESS 

EIGHT DAYS 
from San Francisco to New York 

ap18-tf 

The Pony Express of the Central Overland California and Pike • s 
Peak Express Company will leave San Francisco for New York 
and intermediate points 

On Friday, the 20th of April, 1860 

And on Every Friday thereafter, at four o'clock P.M . 
Letters will be received until 2-3/4 P.M., each day of de
parture, at the office of the Alta Telegraph, Montgomery 
Street; at Sacramento until 12 o'clock the same night, at the 
Alta Telegraph office, Second Street; Placerville, until 6 A.M . 
every Saturday, at the office of the Placerville and St. Joseph 
Telegraph Co . Dispatches will be received at Carson City 
until 7 - l /2 o • clock P. M. every Saturday . 
Schedule time from San Francisco t o New York, for Telegraphic 
Dispatches, Eight Days; for Letters, Twelve Days . 
The charge upon every letter, to any point whatever, will 
hereafter be Five Dollars per half ounce and under, and at 
that rate according to weight. No letter will be sent Free 
over this route . 
The Pony Express charges on each Telegraph Dispatch (of any 
number of words) to be transmitted by Telegraph from St. 
Joseph will be Two Dollars and Forty-five Cents. The tariff 
due the Telegraph Companies on either end will of course be 
added . 

Wm . W. Finney, General Agent. 

N. B. -- The Public will understand that by Telegraphing to 
Carson City, twenty-seven and a half hours later intelligence 
can be sent to St. Joseph, Mo., than by letter f rom San 
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Francisco. A dispatch to Carson City may be forwarded to 
St. Joseph to be sent on from that point by Telegraph, or to 
be there committed to the U.S. Mail as a letter, in which 
case it will be charged as a letter over the Pony Express 
route. 

Wm. W. Finney, General Agent. 
J. Lambert, Agent, San Francisco apl6-tf 

Letter and Telegraph Rates 

These advertisements substantiate the fact that the company charge 
for handling letters between St. Joseph and San Francisco was five dol
lars per 1/2 ounce. The advertisement of March 29 1 1860 also states 
that letters between San Francisco and Salt Lake would be charged at $3 
per half ounce and under. However 1 the advertisement of June 211 1860 I 
originally placed on April 16 1 1860 1 states that "the charge upon every 
letter 1 to any point whatever will be Five Dollars per half ounce and 
under I and at that rate according to weight. No letter will be sent FREE 
over this route." Thus it is apparent that the short distance rate was 
abandoned very early. 

The earlier advertisement also stated that "Telegraphic Dispatches 
will be subject to t he same charges as letters." The later advertisement 
stated that, "The Pony Express charges on each Telegraphic Dispatch (of 
any number of words) to be transmitted by Telegraph from St. Joseph will 
be Two Dollars and Forty-five Cents. The tariff due the Telegraph Com
pany on either end will of course be added. N. B. -- The public will 
understand that by Telegraphing to Carson City 1 twenty-seven and a half 
hours later (this means the Pony had departed) intelligence can be sent 
to St. Joseph I Mo. I then by letter from San Francisco. A dispatch to 
Carson City may be forwarded to St. Joseph to be sent on from that point 
by Telegraph, or to be there committed to the U.S. Mail as a letter, in 
which case it will be charged as a letter over the Pony Express route." 

The Central Overland California and Pike's Peak Express Company 
abided by postal regulations by announcing that "all letters must be en
cl osed in stamped envelopes." The company charge of $5 for carrying 
letters over the "Pony" remained in effect for one year. 

Early "Pony" Trips 

The first eastbound Pony left San Francisco on April 3rd, 1860 at 
4 P.M. from the office of the Alta Telegraph Company at the corner of 
Montgomery and Merchant Streets. The San Francisco Daily Times of 
April 4th stated that the rider and his express bag went on board the 
Steamer Antelope for Sacramento, but the Pony remained. The Sacramento 
Daily Bee of April 41 1860 announced that the first eastbound Pony Ex
press arrived in Sacramento by the steamer "New World" at 2:40 A.M. 
on April 4th and left at 2:45 A.. M. Through available records we find 
that the Steamer Antelope was scheduled to carry the Pony mail but due 
to mechanical difficulties, the "New World" was substituted. 
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Leaving Sacramento on the 4th of April, ponies were changed at the 
5 Mile House, the 15 Mile Station, Mormon Tavern, Mud Springs and 
Placerville, the rider and his machila of letters arriving there at 6:40 
P.M . of the same day, a distance of 45 miles. At Sportsman's Hall, 12 
miles distant, a change of rider and pony was made . Thence to Moore's 
Station (now Riverton), Sugar Loaf House (Websters) and Strawberry Val 
ley House, arriving there at 12:30 P.M. From this latter place the route 
would normally have been to Yanks Station (Meyers), Friday's Station 
(Edgewood) and over the Kingsbury grade to Genoa, Nevada. However, 
as meteorological data discloses, the winter of 1859-1860 was one of 
greatest snowfall known in that region and the route was impassable on 
horseback. It was therefore necessary to go to iSlippery Ford, thence 
through Johnson's Pass, Lake Valley, Luther's Pass to Hope Valley to 
Woodford's (end of heavy snow) and on to Genoa and Carson City. The 
entire distance from Sacramento to Carson City was 144 miles by this 
route. The Pony arrived at Car son at 8:3 0 P.M. From Carson City, the 
Pony proceeded via Camp Floyd and arrived at Salt Lake City at 11:45 
P.M. on April 7th . Thence via Fort Bridger, Fort Laramie and Fort Kearny, 
arriving at St. Joseph, Missouri on April 13, 1860, elapsed time from San 
Francisco - 10 days. 

Succeeding eastbound trips were much the same route except that 
the shorter Kingsbury Grade to Genoa became accessible with the melting 
of the snows . Trips were made from San Francisco on April lOth, 13th, 
20th and 27th, May '4th, 11th, 18th and 25th. Owing to the Indian up
risings beyond Carson City, the latter two trips turned back to Carson 
City. Between this time and well into July only one trip was recorded 
on June 9th, which was escorted by twenty picked men as far as Salt 
Lake. 

The first westbound Pony left St. Joseph, Missouri at 6:30 P.M. 
on April 3, 1860. It arrived at Salt Lake on April 9th - 6:30 P.M., 
Carson City April 20t h - 3:30 P.M., Placerville April 13th - 1:55 P.M., 
Sacramento April 13th - 5:25 P . M . , thence by boat to San Francisco, 
arriving there on April 14th - 12:38 A.M. Elapsed time was 10-1/2 days. 
The second and third trips left St. Joseph on April 13th and 20th, follow
ing the same routes as the first trip as far as Sacramento. Instead of 
proceeding by boat; they went overland by way of Bene cia, Martinez, 
La Fayette and Oakland to San Francisco, arriving there on April 23rd 
and April 29th, respectively. The second trip took 10 days, the third 
nine days . This was the last time a Pony itself arrived in San Francisco. 
Also, this was the .last trip via Oakland, t he boat from Sacramento to 
San Francisco being used instead. Later trips in this first three months 
period from St. Joseph were April 27th, May 6th, May 13th, May 20th, 
May 27th and June 3rd, although it is doubtful that the last few trips 
got through on account of the Indian uprisings. 

Riders 

The subject of who were the first riders is another controversial 
one. The majority of writers seem to favor Jas. Randall from San Fran
cisco to Sacramento, William Hamilton from Sacramento to; Sportsman • s 
Hall, Warren Upson to Carson City and Bob Haslam out of there. On 
the westbound trip from St. Joseph the concensus of opinion is Johnie 
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Frey as the initial rider. From our standpoint of philatelic research, this 
is not too important a subject and so we pass on to matters of greater 
concern. 

Number of Letters Carried 

Although this is another controversial matter, it at least is inter
esting from a philatelic standpoint. It was expected that with this great 
time saver in transportation the machila would be filled both ways on 
each weekly trip. But this was not the case and so from the very start 
the enterprise was a losing one . Available statistics indicate that east
bound Pony mail was fa r greater than westbound throughout the time the 
Pony ran. Perhaps the $5 per 1/2 ounce wa s too much for the e astern 
conservatists. On the other hand, gold dust was a cheap commodity in 
the west. The Alta California, San Francisco ' s prominent newspaper of 
the time, state d on August 4th, 1860 that there were 85 pieces of mail 
eastbound on the first Pony; 56 letters from San Francisco, 13 from Sac
ramento, one from Placerville, the balance were telegraph dispatches and 
newspapers. Hafen states in "The Overland Mail", there were 85 pieces 
on the first westbound Pony I 49 letters I 5 telegraph dispatches and the 
rest newspapers. Julius Loeb, in his very fine article on the Pony Ex
press in the American Philatelist of November 1930, gives some very in
tere sting statistics on the amount of mail carried during the e ntire run of 
the Pony. At the conclusion of our serial story , we hope to have his 
permission to publish this and so we leave this part of the story for fu
ture research. 

Known Pony Covers - April 3rd to June 30th, 1860 

Due to the Indian uprisings and high express charges, it can be 
expected that comparatively few covers a re known to exist for this period. 
To date we have recorded the following: 

Ar. Final 
Origin Date St. Jo . Destina tion Postage Remarks 

Ea s t Bound 
*San Francisco . 4/3/60 4/13/60 New York 10¢ Emb. 1st Trip 

4/17/60 
San Francisco 4/3/60 4/13/60 Wash. D.C . 10¢ Emb. 1st Trip 

*San Francisco 4/10/60 4/20/60 New York 10¢ Emb. 2nd Trip 
*San Francisco 4/13/60 4/26/60 New York 10¢ ' 57 3rd Trip 

San Francisco 5/11/60 Boston v ia N.Y. 3¢ ' 57 All Manuscript 
5/24/60 (Religious Privilege) 

*San Francisco 5/18/60 6/1/60 New Jerse y 10¢ '57 
*San Francisco 5/18/60 6/1/60 Ohio 10¢ '57 
*San Francisco 5/25/60 6/28/60 New York 10¢ Emb. Delayed Indian 

uprisings. 
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Ar . Final 
Origin Date St. Jo. Destination Postage Remarks 

VV est · Bound 
St. Joseph 5/6/60 San Francisco "Free Russell" 

*VVash . D . C . 5/8/60 5/13/60 Sacramento "Latham USS" "Paid 5. 00" 
5/24/60 

VVash. D.C. 5/27/60 Sacramento "Free Latham USS" 
Wash . D.C. 6/3/60 Sacramento "Free Latham USS " 

*New York 6/10/60 San Francisco 10¢ Emb . No arrival Date 
Unknown 6/30/60 Utah 10¢ Emb . 

* See illustrations following. 

(Corrections and additions to the above first three months period are re
quested and will be published in subsequent issues. Please send photos 
to the Editor if possible.) 

Despite the fact that the Company advertised that " no free mail 
will go over this route 1 " it is apparent that a few went through from of
ficials of the company and possibly politicians. 

Indian Uprisings 

The Indian upnsmgs in Nevada during the latter part of May 1 1860 1 

accounted for the only interruptions of the Pony in nineteen months of 
operation. The intervention of government troops finally brought an end 
to this costly hazard . The San Francisco Bulletin of May 26, 1860 
vividly described the occasion when several stations were burned in 
Nevada necessitating delays of mail going through. It later stated that 
four delayed expresses from the east were brought to San Francisco on 
June 25th. So many stories have been written on the Indian uprisings 
that it wo'uld only be repititious to elaborate here. (See interesting il
lustration following) 

(July Issue will contain the second serial 
The July 1 - Sept . 30 1 1860 Period) 
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. : ~. . . ,.. - . , ... · .. · ·: " . ~· ·. 

~: PONY EXPRESS SADDLE . MADE BY ,; 
:·· ISRAEL LANDIS' FAMOUS SADDLERY· S'!' JOSEPH-ti\ISSOURI ' 
. A MODIFIED DESIGN OF THE REGULAR STOCK SAOOLE. ·. 
; USED IN THE WEST· . 

. -<~EXP~ ; ·. . . t"(;j _k_"">~'\ .... , 

~··.~~ .. ··_·;\ 

. . ~,..,, "''" 

·~··=a :: 
:·~;, •:0(}·::::~~:· . I )tJ:~~\ ·_..j 

... ~~""'\ii~l\~f~ff"' ·.· ~ : .. . ·.- .·' ~ 

MODIFIED. .. '. 
STOCK SAOOLE 
STRIPPED 

MocHJLA · 
MAIL POUCHES WERE NEVER . 

• IN USE· ON THE OVERLAND .: 
1 

• • • PONY EXPRESS· . · . · . ·:: 
TO AVOID DELAY IN CHANGING ·., 

. . MOUNrS.A lEATHER MOCHIU 
·. . WITH FOUR:·HARD LEATHER.: 

• CANTJNAS OR MAilBOXES FAST· • 
•. ENED TO THE SKIRT WAS THROWN . 

MR THE SADDlE·· THE CANTINA$ .. ·: . 
. WERE LOCKED WITlf SMALL PAD"· . 
• 10CKS•THUS THE RIDER. COULD ·~ 

CHANGE THE MOCHilA FROM ' ' 
OtiE SADDlE TO THE OTHER AND : 

• . BE AWAY WITHIN THE AllOTTED · t. 

· ;:·:;:.~::·.·/. >,.: : ·. ~· :_, .'~WO MINU~~S~~"'f:·~.,,~· 

********************************** 

"The mail was carried in four small leather bags called CANTINAS 1 

about 6 x 12 inches in size 1 which were sewed to a square " Macheir" 
which was put over the saddle in such a way that one leather bag was 
in front and one behind each leg of the rider. Three of the cantinas were 
for through mail and one for way mail. This latter contained a way-bill 
or time card, on which each station keeper put a record of the arrival 
and departure of the mail. The same macheir (mochila) was transferred 
from pony to pony and from rider to rider until it reached the opposite 
end of the line. The letters, before being placed in pockets 1 were 
wrapped in oiled silk to pre serve them from moisture. The maximum weight 
for any mail was 20 pounds, but this weight was rarely reached." 

Hafen - "The Overland Mail" Page 180 
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Ben lola, 
Vallejo, 

~:r.-un_ 

Saorameot.o. 
BlDor.-do. 
Graa• Valle7, 
Placerville, 

- · - HJ.~"I!IG orrJCR8 AT--

Coloma, 
Auburo, 
PoreatC.:U7, 
NeYacla, 

8&D JuaD, 
Oa.mp~onvU.te, 

~a;::.~ Me. 
COSH: ('TIS<I DIRI:CTL\" WIT II THit 

Iowa Htll, 
Tanlr.ee Jnaa, 
Toclcl'• Valle7, 
GeorcetowD. 

Volcano, 
Jaolr.eon, 
llokelomaellill, 
tlanAJ>clnaa, 

llurplly ... 
Col DJil bla, 
80DAN, 
•oteom, 

PLACERVILLE AND ST. JOSEPH OVERLAND LINE to all the CARSON VALLEY SILVER MINING TOWNS. 

i(jr 1'/u: POS l' B XP /lESS ll'(lres our Office every !4'nU>.AY, at. 4, 1'. M.; and Dispatc/u:,, jor all parts l!f 
tlte Atlantic Slutrs will l1e receiccd until G, P. J/. melt Saturday, tmd will be dclivucd by tel(graph from St. Joseph 
in EJG:Ir DAYS. Lett.cr.~ fm'u:artled tftruug!t in TWELVE DAYS. 

This interesting telegram from Major General N. Green Curtis to Governor 
Downey of California refers to troops that were ready to move on the 
Indian uprisings in Nevada. The printed heading of the telegram gives 
pertinent information relative to the Pony. 
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One of the two known first trip Pony covers from San :Francisco in ten 
days to St. Joseph, Missouri, and thence by rail to New York. Manu
script notation indicates it was received in New York on April 17th; total 
time elapsed from San Francisco fourteen days. 

Second trip of the Pony that left San Francisco on April lOth, 1860 and 
arrived at St. Joseph on April 20th. 

------
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L.4~ 

- - A ~ 0 ·- - _- -. :. • 

Each Tuesday was the day originally designated for departure of the Pony 
from San Francisco. This was changed to Friday on the third trip on 
April 13th, 1860, as evidenced by the above cover. Time elapsed to St. 
Jo. 13 days. 

An interesting eastbound Pony cover with dates clearly indicating a pas
sage of 14 days from San Francisco to St. Joseph. This is evidence 
that the mail of May 18th, 1860 did get through, although apparently 
dela yed shortly by the Indian uprisings. 
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. ,., 

; 

Another fine example of the May 18th departure from San ·Francisco, ar
riving at St. Joseph on June 1st and on to Ohio by mail on June 2nd . 

The San Francisco departure of May 25th, 1860 was turned back to Car
son City, Nevada, on account of the Indian uprisings. Thu s the above 
cove r did not reach St. Jose ph until June 28th. 
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Milton Latham was U . S . Senator from California . He used his free frank
ing privilege on this cover as far as postage was concerned. He apparent
ly prepaid the express charges . Later, franked covers from Latham have 
the manuscript "Free" with his signature. Could this have been "Free" 
all the way or just for postage? Or was the express charge collected at 
the other end? 

--~ilA~w~m~~rac;qfiCa::-m::::s:::r-:~aa. =•· .=::A8ll::.lllll\"==mllllil!!lt=-~lillllll'llct:i~••• ~---~ii<3Wii<iHIW~~1!1111=-• ,,... ___ .,. Ulli • ttwu btti • ~ 

\ 

~~~:z ~~~ --

This interesting cover left St . Joseph on June lOth, 1860, bound for San 
Francisco. No date of arrival is indicated . Perhaps it was delayed at 
Salt Lake City on account of the Indian uprisings. 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 
by 

YEOTE* 

The response to the first spasm of this column was most generous . 
Territorial postal history apparently has many devotees among our mem
bership. We hope to gain more converts and new members with particular 
or general interests in this fascinating field. We particularly welcome 
questions, the more interesting of which we will answer in this column . 
Surely there must be many questions concerning the period of existence 
of particular offices, postmasters at particular times 1 changes of bound
aries, and so on. Send them in! Also let us learn of your new finds in 
territorial markings. 

Tracy Simpson writes to remind us that territorial markings during 
the 1851-61 period for three of the territories missing from the Chase
Cabeen book were covered in the U.S. 1851-60 CHRONICLE. These were 
taken from Dr. Chase's records for New Mexico, Dakota, and Utah, and 
appeared respectively in Issue Nos. 17, 18 1 and 19. (Still available 
from Tracy at fifty cents each.) The New Mexico data was included in 
the coverage of this territory which appeared in the four issues of 1958 
and the January 1959 issue of WESTERN EXPRESS. It still remains 1 how
ever 1 for us to catalog the markings of Dakota and Utah up to 2 Novem·
ber 1889 and 4 January 1896 1 respectively. 

The question has been asked whether we shall include in our 
studies and discussions any of the U.S. territories east of the Mississip
pi. The answer is yes. Our Society is devoted to "philately pertaining 
to Western America." 1 Certainly "Western America" prior to 1848 applies 
to these early territories. We should even include Florida Territory as a 
frontier region. 2 

Ken Priestly continues to correspond with YEOTE concerning Michigan 
postal history. We hope to be able to present Ken's listing of the terri
torial offices of Michigan in a future is sue of WESTERN EXPRESS. It is a 
fine piece of research. 

In fact, we plan to have a research article on some territory in 
each future issue of WESTERN EXPRESS. Elsewhere in this issue is a 
brief history of, and a complete listing of the post offices in Southwest 
Territory. In the next issue we shall present the story of Northwest 
Territory. As soon as space permits, we hope to present an up-to-date 
catalog of the markings of New Mexico Territory and the markings of 
Arizona Territory. We need help with the cataloging and illustrating of 
markings from other territories. 

* Ed. Note: YEOTE (Ye Olde Territorial Editor) is Dr . Sheldon H . Dike. 
l. ~rt. II, s .ect; l of the <?onstitution of the Western Cover Society . 
2. The Terntonal Post Ofhces of Florida" is now available from 

YEOTE at one buck postpaid. 
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Questions and .Answers 

The question as to the first U.S. territorial post office, asked in 
the last issue, is answered in the article on Southwest Territory in this 
issue . 

Here's a question that YEOTE doesn't presently have the answer to: 
The map of the United States in the 1859 Colton Atlas shows a region 
consisting of what is now eastern Colorado with the label, 11 Colona. II 

What was this? How about some help on this one? Let's have other 
questions for discussion in the next issue. 

New-Find Department 

P. T. Monly reports a manuscript Paraje, N.M., dated 26 June 
1872. This is the earliest known marking from this office. 

YEOTE came up with a manuscript Clifton, N.M., date 9 June 1872. 
No markings from this office had previously been seen. 

J. L. Austin reports a pair of covers from Phillipsburg, N.M., not 
previously known. The earliest is 8 December 1904. 

C. G. Finke turned up Rodey, N. M . , not previously known, dated 
27 December 1905. 

N. L. Persson ran across the earliest known Tierra Blanca, N. M. , 
dated 27 October 1896. 

We have just learned of a new type from Santa Fe, .. N.M., in the 
P. C. Rohloff collection. It is similar to Fig. 413 in the January 1959 
issue of W. E. It is dated 23 October 1864. 

The number of offices in New Mexico Territory from which markings 
have been recorded now stands at 504. 

What markings, not previously reported, have come to light from 
your favorite territory? 
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POSTAL HISTORY 
OF THE 

TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES 
SOUTH OF THE OHIO RIVER 

by 
Sheldon H. Dike 

The Territory of the United States South of the Ohio River, which 
long name was usually shortened to II Southwest Territory" 1 was created 
by A.ct of Congress approved on May 26, 1790 ~ 1 Its territorial status 
ceased when the area was admitted to the Union as the State of Tennes
see on June 1/ 1796. 2 

Following the Declaration of Independence in 1776 1 many of the 
States laid plans for exploiting the western lands extending to the Mis
sissippi to which they laid claim. These claims were several, a nd the 
boundaries were in dispute. The States not having such western lands 
opposed the claims of others, and the ensuing arguments 1 which would 
have inevitably led to trouble among the States, led Congress to pass 
the following resolution on October 30, 1779: 

"WHEREAS the appropriation of the vacant lands by the sev
eral States during the continuance of t he war will, in the 
opinion of Congress 1 be attended with great mischiefs: There
fore I 

"RESOLVED, That it be earnestly recommended to the State of 
Virginia to reconsider their late act of assembly for opening 
their land office; and that it be recommended to the said 
State, and all other States similarly circumstanced, to for
bear settling or issuing warrants for unappropriated lands 1 or 
granting the same during the continuance of the present war. " 

The first State t o respond to this reso lution was New York who 
ceded her western lands to the General Government on March 1 1 1781. 
Other States followed New York • s example 1 and these transfers were the 
start of the public domain. Virginia ceded her lands to 11 include only 
those lying northwestward of the River Ohio." Thus/ she continued to 
lay claim to what is now Kentucky and the same remained a part of 
Virginia until the area was admitted as the State of Kentucky on June l, 
1792, without intervening territorial status. 

In 17 84, the Legislature of North Carolina pas sed an act of ces
sion to the United States of its western counties, but shortly repealed 
it. The people living in this area 1 particularly in the eastern part, were 
unhappy with North Carolina's behavior toward them, and in 1784 they 
organized their own government at a meeting in Jonesboro. A constitu
tion was adopted, John Sevier was elected governor , and a legislature 
was elected. They called it the State of Franklin (or Frankland}. This 

l. 1 Stat. L. 123. 
2 • 1 Stat. L. 4 9 l. 
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provisional state existed for four yea rs, under the protests of North 
Carolina, but was ignored by Congress. The continued opposition finally 
prevailed and in 1788 North Carolina regained control. Then in 1790 
North Carolina again passed an act ceding her western lands to the 
United States. This cession was accepted and approved by Congress on 
April 2, 1790. On May 26, 1790 Congress passed an "Act for the Gov.:. 
ernment of the Territory of the Unite d States South of the Ohio River." 
The boundaries described were essentially those of present-day Tennessee. 
Note that the area was public domain for about e ight weeks. 

On June 1, 1796, "the whole of the territory ceded to the United 
States by the State of North Carolina" 2 was admitted to the Union as 
the State of Tennessee. 

The U. S. postal history of th i s area begins with the establishment 
of the first post office there in 1793. Records indicate that Joseph R.j'ger.s 
was appointed as postmaster of Hawkins C. H. on March 20, 1793. 
This town was settled in 1786 while in North Carolina (<i:>r Franklin) and was 
locally known as Rogersville. It later became the county seat of Hawkins 
County , North Carolina I and apparently the reque st for a post office 
specified t he name of Hawkins C. H . although no longer in North Caro
lina at that time. The records indicate that the name of the post office 
was changed to Rogersville about 1815 when it was then in Tennessee. 

To t he best of our knowledge, there were only two other post of
fices established in Southwest Territory. One was Knoxville whose es
tablishment date is not known, but whose first returns were ma de on 
April 11 · 1795. George Roulston was the postmaster. The ot her was 
Nashville whose first returns were made on April 1 , 179 6. The post
master was John Gordon. Thus Southwest Territory has the shortest list 
of territorial post offices of any territory, but it can probably boast of 
the highest percentage of territorial offices which still exist. Even 
Rogersville, which was a name change from the territorial Hawkins C. H., 
exists today , and appropriately enough is the seat of Hawkins County, 
Tennessee. 

As far as we know 1 only one cover exists from Southwest Territory. 
This is the cover from Nashville (manuscript postmark) dated March 7

1 

1796, mentioned by Chase. We would certainly like to learn of others. 

3. Hawkins C. H. was the first U. S. territorial post office. The date 
given in Chase-Cabeen for Greenville is in error. The firs t returns 
of Greenville were made on July 1, 1797, and the first postmaster 
was appointed on June 17, 179 6. Hence Greenville was not a post 
office in Southwest Territory. 
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Capital Journal 
Salem, Ore'gon, l<'riday, January 15, 1960 

. RARE ENVELOPES IN COLLECTION 

By BEN MAXWELL 
Capital Journal Polk County 

Bureau 

There are numerous kinds of 
covers: bed covers, pot lids and 
coveralls. 

Also, there arc philatelic 
covers, known outside of the 
stamp collecting fratern ity as 
envelopes bearing a cancel
lation, preferably dated. 

Edwin R. Payne, 1795 Capitol 
St. NE, a Salem philatelist, -is 
a collector of covers. Among 

I these are rare envelopes from 

I 
long closed and forgotten Polk 
County post offices located at 

I 
Cincinnati. Plum Valley, Spring 
Valley and Salt Creek. 

On June 5, 1851, a post office 
was establi~hed at Cincinnati. 
The place was incorporated as 
Eola by the territorial Legisla
ture Jan. 17, 1856. Ed's Cincin
nati cover is the only one of 
its kind known to exi~t and 
bears a cancellation dale of 
• July 15, 1855. It is stamped 

POLK HISTORY RECALLED-En~ 
velopes canceled at closed and long 
forgotten Polk County post offices in 
pioneer times are displayed by Ed R. 
Payne, Salem philatelist. He is shown 

"0. T." for Oregon Territory. 
The cost of sending this letter 
to Mrs. Polly Hall at Middle
burrough, Mass.; was 10 cents. 
But Ed doesn't like to think, 
just before dinner, what he 
paid for this unique cover. It 
upsets his appetite. 

A Spring Valley cover bears 
the date July 21, probably in 
1333. A post office was establish· 

I ed there Mar. 5, 1852 \vith San· 
I ..ford Watson as postmaster. 

I 
When the office was closed 
Sept. 1, 1855, the business may 

have gone to Andy Doak's office 
at Valfontis, near Lincoln on 
the Willamette. 

Another rare Polk County 
cover was canceled at the 
Plum Valley office in 1861. This 
office, near the site of today 's 
Bethel, was established Nov. 
30, 1854. with Absolom H. Frier 
as postmaster. It was giscon-
tinued Aug. 13, 1863. Plum Val
ley was named for the wild 

I plums pioneers found growing 
, in the localily . 

pointing .~o a Cincinnati cover, now 
Eola, canceled July 15, 1855. It is the 
only Cincinnati cover known to exist. 
(Capital Journal Photo) 
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MORE SCARCE THAN A. "PONY" 

By M. C. Nathan 

At the discovery of the Comstock Lode in Nevada, Samuel Langton, 
the great independent expressman from California, was right on the job. 
He formed "Langton•s California and Nevada Express", which ran weekly 
from Downieville to Nevada points. Then the mining excitement spread 
north to the Humboldt district and in February 1860 he organized a branch 
known as "Langton•s Humboldt Express", which on account of the diffi
culty of the route, charged an additional fee of 25 cents per l/2 ounce 1 

affixing a rare adhesive stamp. 

To give an idea of the ground covered by Langton, there is pre
sented his advertisement in the Carson City 1 Nevada, newspaper in 1864: 

LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS 
Leaves CARSON CITY at 9 o•clock A.M. and 2 o'clock, P.M. 

for 
EMPIRE CITY, SILVER CITY, DAYTON, GOLD HILL, VIRGINIA, 

DOWNIEVILLE I SAN JUAN I NEVADA CITY I MARYSVILLE I 

and all the principal places in Sierra, Plumas, Nevada 
and Yuba Counties, California 

********************************** 
LANGTON 1S PIONEER EXPRESS 

for the 
HUMBOLDT MINES! 

Leaves Carson every Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday, for UNIONVILLE, 
STAR CITY I SANTA CLARA, PRINCE ROYAL I HUMBOLDT CITY AND 

SIERRA DISTRICT. 
Letters, packages and treasure transmitted with dispatch and security. 

The Langton adhesive stamp is lithographed in dark brown on a 
firm medium white paper of fine texture. Evidently the stone was made 
from a single die and during its life was not retouched, as there are no 
varieties of the stamp known. It is not certain just when Langton started 
to use this stamp, but it could possibly be some time in 1861. 

Langton died on August 24, 1864 as a result of injuries sustained 
in an accident at Silver City, Nevada. A short time afterwards the family 
sold out the entire express business both in California and Nevada, so 
that the stamp was used for only about three years. Even at that it 
might be expected that there would be a fairly good number of Langton 
covers with the adhesive on them in existence in comparison with the 
shorter lived overland "Pony". But strange to say only a few cancelled 
stamps and four covers with the adhesives tied have made an appearance 
so far. Hence it can be said that the ill ustrations appearing on the fol
lowing pages represent covers that are scarcer than a "Pony". 
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AN UNUSUAL COVER 

By Dwight D. Deter 

I regard this cover as unusual because: 

FIRST: The spelling of the town appears on the cover as YANCTON with 
a (C) instead of the (K) now used in YANKTON. 

SECOND: The writer of the enclosed letter was an important citizen. He 
was the founder of the town of Bon Homme in Bon Homme County 1 Dakota 
Territory 1 the first president of the first Territorial Legislature in Dakota 
and the first to promote the movement that constructed the first schoo'l 
house at Bon Homme in Dakota Territory. Mr. Shober left Dakota in 1866 
and went to Helena 1 Montana 1 where he was very prominent in the his
tory of that State. He passed away in 1920 at Helena. 

THIRD: The enclosed letter is of historic interest. It tells about a 
skirmish with Indians when coming up the Missouri River. The Hipsamic 
slope referred to in the letter is in reference to people who lived on the 
Missouri slope or along the Missouri River . 

(See "Contents Of The Letter" on following page.) 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

By Dwight D. Deter 

Yankton, Sept. 15th, 1862 

Dear Father: 

I embrace this opportunity to inform you that I am well and hope 

this will find you also well. 

We have had a great Indian excitement prevailing here for the past 

month with very little prospect of abating. There has as yet been no one 

killed on the Hipsamic' slope, but the Dakota Cavalry had a skirmish 

with them just below the James River, but both parties were so fearful 

of the other that they did not approach in killing distance. The excite-

ment has already more than half depopulated the territory. I should have 

started for Minnesota ere this time had it not been for the Indian Raid 

in this Territory. 

The women became so frightened that the young men have to re-

main and afford them what protection they could. I may not be able to 

leave before spring . I think the present excitement sufficient to ruin the 

t erritory . I will never see such a panic as we have had. Many persons 

fled leaving everything behind them, .bedding and household furniture and 

all. 

I have not been very fearful of losing my scalp 1 yet there may be 

more danger than I apprehend. 

We hear dreadful accounts of the Minnesota Massacre which helps 

increase the fears of the people here. I would rather risk myself here 

than in the Army fighting the south. If I must fight either 1 I prefer the 

Redskins. 

Give my respects to all inquiring friends and accept the same 

yourself. 
Res pe ctfull y , 

J. H. Shober 
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TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT 

Cash on hand and in bank, January 1 , 19 S 9 
Receipts during 1959: 

1959 dues collected 
19 60 dues collected in December, 1959 
Contributions 
Sale of extra copies and back issues of W. 
Advertisements 
Miscellaneous 

Disbursements during 1959: 

$1,190.64 

$ 825 . 50 
737.00 

49.00 
E. 22.00 

55.00 
15.25 1l703.75 

$2,894 . 39 

Publishing Western Express $1,377.14 
RoOJ11 and medals A. P. S . Convention Los Angeles 133.09 
Postage and stationery 22.31 
Miscellaneous 20.65 l, 553. 19 

Balance in bank, December 31, 1959 
Respectfully submitted, 
Henry Chaloner, Treasurer. 

Approved: M . C . Nathan, Jr. Chairman, Auditing Committee 

Following is the list of Patron, Sustaining and Donating Members reported 
by the Treasurer as of March 5, 1960: 

J. David Baker 
Henry H . C_lifford 

Hugh J. Baker, Jr . 
Robert Beale 
C . H . Berkson 
Harry L . Fine 
Harry Gray 
Robert A. . Hanson 
S . L. Herbruck 
Barrett S. Hindes 
F. A. . Hollowbush 

PATRON MEMBERS 

Edgar B. Jessup 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

S. Trowbridge Leavitt 

William Aichele 
Robert W . Baughman 
Harvey A. Dobson 
Everett Lampson 
G . N . Ponnay 

Ernest A. . Vogt 

DONATIONS (in addition to 

Mel C . Nathan 
J . R. Pemberton 

Philip T. Manly 
Robert Myerson 
Dr. W . Scott Polland 
W. R. Radford 
Marden Ross 
Oscar Salzer 
Tracy W . Simpson 
Dr. Frank W. Samuels 
Dr. Gerald B. Smith 
John G. Tyler 

dues) 
Edwin E. Puls 
Sol Salkind 
Victor B. Smith 
Elmer T. Tvedt 
Irwin R. Vogel 
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AUCTION ACTION 

By James E. Berry 

When it comes to reporting the results of the various auctions held 
around the country it is either a Feast or a Famine. During the winter 
months, especially from October through December 1 western covers of all 
sorts, grades and kinds seem to show up in most of the better auctions. 
The following listing is rather long and I have deliberately eliminated a 
great number of nice $10-$15-$20 items because of space limitations. 
With Spring just around the corner it is already becoming quite evident 
that the pickings will be a little slim for the next two issues of W.E. 
However, during this slack time a lot of dealers stick a few items of 
interest in with their envelope sections, or under miscellaneous and 
sometimes under a cancellation section. I recently picked up a very nice 
Virginia City, N. T. that was listed with a few stampless covers in a sale 
held by a dealer who caters to the very average U.S. collector. So, if 
any members happen to spot such gems in the next few months we would 
appreciate hearing from you. From the following listings you can tell 
what information we need for each cover you report on. Thank you. 

The following covers are from the HERMAN HERST sale held in New 
York City in November 1959: 

SACRAMENTO CITY & "10" in blk on F ILLUSTRATED MINER'S 
env, a bit worn and restored, to Platteville, Wise ••.• 

LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS 1 fancy frank 1 with blue pmk 
CAMPTONVILLE, CAL. cut into at L •••. •. ••.. .. ... 

DIETZ & NELSON BRITISH COLUMBIA at left with WELLS, 
FARGO & CO. frank at top with sl QUESNELLES pmk, two 
3d Brit. Col. stmps 1 tied blue VICTORIA with additional 
US #73 & #76 also tied with blue VICTORIA .• Env. stamp 
added and others repaired •............•••...... 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO. sold the following • covers at their 
auction in New York City on November 24, 1959: 

KENNEDY, LONG & SONS EXPRESS AND TRANSFER CO. SAN 
FRANCISCO on UL of 3¢ env. Part of LR corner missing 

G. & H. CITY EXPRESS in blue hndstmp on VF stmpls .•• • 
PACIFIC EXPRESS with "Pony Rider" ty 1 on 3¢ env. with 

SACRAMENTO co hnd stmp. • • • • • • . ••••••••••••••••• 
PACIFIC EXPRESS with ELDORADO hndstmp on 3¢ env. Black 

Paid at L. VF • G • ••••• • • • • •• •• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

PACIFIC STAGE AND EXPRESS CO. ty 1 on heavily creased 3¢ 
env .• ~ .... .......................... . . .. ... . 

PENNY POST ty 2 on 3¢ env. • •••.• • •••••••.• • •. .. •. 
SAN FRANCISCO LETTER EXPRESS 1 pony rider 1 in blue hndstmp 

in UR cor of unused env. VF. • ••••••••••••••••••• 
AS ABOVE 1 used and heavily creased •••••••••••••.•.•• 
SNOWSHOE EXPRESS ty 4 in blk on canary env. VF but not 

used • • . . • • . . • . • • • . • • • • . • • • • . • • • • . • • • • • • • . . 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO. ty 1d with blue co hndstmp •••••..•. 

-----

$105.00 

28 .50 

275.00 

35.00 
55.00 

32.00 

35.00 

90 . 00 
55.00 

26.00 
27.50 

90.00 
25.00 
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AUCTION ACTION (Continued) 

The following described lots are from the SAM PAIGE sale held in 
Boston on December 4, 1959: 

FORT WRANGLE, ALASKA .• (1878) in blk ties 3¢ green. Letter 
enclosed ................................... · 

ALASKA FLYER S.S. HUMBOLDT in fancy oval on face of 2¢ 
red env. 1901 ..... . •••.......•••......••..... 

FORT APACHE, ARIZONA 1888 in blk on 2¢ green env. VF •••• 
GOLDEN CITY, COL T. on VF #65 ••••.••..•••••.••••• 
MANHATTON, K. T. in blk struck twice ties single & pr #24 

not tied with letter ( 18 61) • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••••• 
CINCINNATI, O.T. 1855 and PAID 10 in mss on VF e nv .•••• 
PORTLAND, 0. T. on 6¢ green env with ms s cane. VF •••.•.. 
A BUFF ENVELOPE from Athens, N.Y. to COLOMA, CAL. per 

"MAIL STEAMER GEORGIA." with mss 40cts ••••••.••.•.• 
A Boston, Mass. pmk and large "40" in red to HONOLULU 

VIA. SAN FRAN . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . • . . . 
MORMON ISLAND, GALA .• in lrg oval on buff env. mss "10" 

to Vermont . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . • • • . . • • . . . • . •. 
A. COMPLETE SHEET OF ADAMS AND CO. 25¢ stamps (Poker 

Chips) (113) VF ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
BENE CIA., CAL. on U 13. VF. • •••.••••••••••••••••••• 
FOLSOM CITY, CAL. ties #32 on VF env with "via Placerville". 
INDIAN SPRINGS, CAL. in mss on VF 3¢ 1853 env to Yankee 

Jim 1 s . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
MARIPOSA, CAL. ties VF #14 on buff cvr to Texas ••••••.•• 
MUSQUITO JAN 21, 1861 in mss on aged U16 ••••••.••• .. 
WELLS, FARGO CAMPTONVILLE on VF 3¢ 1853 env. • •••• ••• 
WELLS, FARGO CHINESE CAMP on VF 1853 env. • ••••••••• 
WELLS, FARGO LOS ANGELES on 3¢ 1853 env. VF •••....• . 
WELLS, FARGO WALLA WALLA. 1884 in purple on frank ty Hl 

with handstruck cor card on VF 3¢ red env •••••••••••• 

JOHN A. FOX held a sale in New York City on December 
16 & 17, 1959 and sold these lots: 

$ 34.00 

31.00 
20.00 
31.00 

67.00 
77.00 . 
50.00 

45.00 

58.00 

26.00 

120.00 
26.00 
31.00 

26.00 
39.00 
41.00 
21.00 
22.00 
23.00 

52.00 

YUMA, A.T. in small blue eire ties VF U58 • • • • • • . • • • • • • 38.00 
PROVO CITY, C.T. (1859) ties sngl edge #26............. 40.00 
FOUR HORSE STAGE PER OVERLAND MAIL VIA LOS ANGELES on 

a VF #32 tied SAN FRANCISCO AUG. 10 , 1859. Enclosure. • 190.00 
DUTCH FLAT, CAL PAID 10, blurred strike with ILLUSTRATED 

MINER•s LETTER enclosed called "WINTER IN THE MINES"~ • 50.00 
A B1-SECT #17 tied SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. to Mass. • • • • • • • 240.00 
TEN COPIES OF #24 to make 10¢ rate tied SAN FRANCISCO, 

CAL APR 20, 1861. Some defects................... 80.00 
SACRAMENTO, CAL in shield struck twice ties two #65 with 

mss "per steamship" . VF. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 75.00 
FREEMAN & CO EXPRESS on VF UlO tied with blue co hndstmp 

STOCKTON with merchant's cor card • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • 27.00 
HOLIDAY OVERLAND MAIL AND EXPRESS CO. frank in black on 

F U59 tied with co hndstmp SALT LAKE U. with Omaha, 
Neb. pmk . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . 135.00 

PAID HOLLAND & WHEELER1 S EXPRESS frank in red ribbon on 
cut into U35 with black 11 Collect 3cts" to NY........... 180.00 
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PACIFIC UNION EXPRESS CO. frank in red on U10 tied with 
Wells Fargo ROWLANDS FLAT blue oval. VF. • • • • • • • • . • . $ 30.00 

TOMBSTONE AND OSO NEGRO STAGE LINE 1 SIME GALLEN 
PROPRIETOR in fancy frank on U312 with 5¢ blue Mexico 
stmp tied . TOMBSTONE, ARIZ . AUG. 1890 to Ny • • • • • • • . . 230.00 

PONY EXPRESS 1 25¢ blue (143L8) tied with faint blue VIRGINIA. 
CITY 1 N . T . to VF U34.... ... . ... ....... . ...... . 225.00 

PONY EXPRESS 10¢ brown (143L7) tied with blue VIRGINIA. CITY 1 

N.T. on U35 repaired LL cor. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . • . . • 225.00 
WELLS 1 FARGO frank on VF US 9 tied by N.Y. pmk and blue co 

oval PINE GROVE, NEV. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • 3 7. 00 

The following covers are from the ROBERT A. SIEGAL auction 
held in New York City on January 7 1 1960: 

CAMPTONVILLE 1 CAL. 1859 eire pmk on F #26 not tied by 
fancy rosette with "Via Salt Lake City" to N. H. • .••.• . 

COLUMBIA., CAL in larg SL with "PAID 6" in eire. F •••• •• •• 
CULLOMA. 1 ALTA.1 CAL . in red eire with red arched "PAID 40" 

on slightly frayed cvr to Indiana •..• .• •••••••.••. 
FOSTERS BAR, CAL. in eire pmk with mss "J. B. Whitcomb, 

P.M. Fosters Bar, Free" and mss "Via Southern Overland 
Mail 11 F. . .. .. ............................. . 

LITTLE YORK in mss on VF #26 with a Hutchings Pictorial Im
pression showing "THE EXPRESSMAN" • ••••.• ••••.• •.. 

LONG BAR 1 CAL .. in eire pmk tying VF #2 6. Local rate •• •.• . 
MARYSVILLE, CALA. OCT. 12 & 40 in mss with red hndstmp 

" 40" 6n 1850 cover to Mass . Slightly frayed. • •••••• • .. 
MARYSVILLE, CAL. in blue eire pmk with 1 #24 & 3 #2 6 ••... 
MARYSVILLE 1 CA.L,. in blue eire pmk on F #26 tied with fancy 

blue star .. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. . .......... . 
MARYSVILLE, CAL. 3 PAID in blue eire pmk on F #2 6 tied with 

hearts & diamonds on crossroads ••.•••••••• . ..... • . 
MICHIGAN BLUFF, CAL. on baloon dbl eire pmk ties 1 #26 & 

block of 3 #11 on ladies cvr w ith #9 on reverse •••.•••.. 
MICHIGAN BLUFF 1 CAL. pmk ties U16 to N . Y. Fine •..•..•• 
PANAMA & SAN FRANCISCO MAY 7 (1850) in mss, steamer 

route marking with mss "40 Steamer Panama 1 lst May" to 
N.Y . on F cvr . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . 

PAN & SAN FRAN S.S. in red eire (1850) with mss ':'.30" on F 
cvr from S. F. to Mexico with instructions to hold for 
arrival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

RATTLESNAKE, CAL. in dbl framed eire with SL "Paid 10" on 
VF cvr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ROUGH AND READY, CAL. in clear stenciled eire with "PAID 
3" and blue "ADV 1" on local rate to Coloma VF ••.••. 

SACRAMENTO, CAL in mss with " 40" overprinted "80", cor-
rected rate VF • • • . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . 

SACRAMENTO CITY, CALo in red eire with red "12-1/2" to San 
Jose • . • • • • • . . . . . . • . • . . • . • . . • • • . • . • . • • • ••• • • 

SAN FRANCISCO 80 MAY 1 (1850) in red eire Letter enclosed 
VF • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. NOV. 29 (1849) in eire with boxed 11 80" 
to Maine with mss 11 Per Steamer Unicorn" ••• ••. •. •••• • 

33.00 
47.50 

42.00 

27.00 

135.00 
30 . 00 

62 . 00 
30.00 

34.00 

32.00 

65.00 
52.00 

74.00 

125 ~ 00 

47.50 

62.50 

35.00 

52.50 

97.50 

65.00 
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SAN FRANCISCO 12-1/ 2 (1850) in red eire pmk. Local rate ••• $ 52.50 
FOUR HORSE STAGE illust cvr with S .F., Cal. tying F#33 

closed tear. . . ... . . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. ... . ....... . 170.00 
SOUTH BUTTE, SUTTER CO., CAL . 1887 in eire ty ing VF U311. 37.00 
STEAM SHIP i n two line s with mss 11 80 11 and mss 11 Pacific S . 

Sh ip Mary, San Francisco/ Feb . 2" • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 40.00 
STEAMER VVINFIELD SCOTT in red SL with SAN FRANCISCO, 

CAL. lDEC and "10" pmk . Salvaged cvr from wreck on 
De c 2 . Re paired . ... . . ..•. .••. .. . .•• • . . . ., . . . . . 72.50 

STOCKTON, CAL. in blue eire pmk (1850) with blue 11 40 11 VF 
I 

cvr to N • Y. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • ~ • • • • 54 • 0 0 
TABLE ROCK, CAL. in eire pmk with 11 PAID in box and a 11 10 11 

VF cvr • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
VVEAVERVILLE 1 CAL . in oval pmk with 11 1011 on VF cvr to Maine. 
ADAMS & CO .. 1 SAN FRANCISCO in blue dble eire on F#111 

stamp show s scarce 11 pen & ruler canc11 
•• • • •• • • • • • •• • 

CENTRAL OVERLAND CALIFORNIA. & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS CO . 
'FEB. 11, DENVER CITY, K. T. in clear oval hndstmp on F 
U9 tied with gree n St. JOSEPH, MO . pmk . Dated 11 Jan" • • • • 

EUREKA. EXPRESS CO frank on VF U83 with blue NORTH 
BLOOMFIELD , CA.L. • • • • o • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

EVERTS VVILSON & CO. frank on VF U16 tied with GIBSON-
VILLE, Cal . . . . .. .• •• •• .• . ••. •.. •. .•. ••• ., • •• . 

JONES & RUSSELL PIKES PEAK EXPRESS CO. DENVER CITY in 
eire on F #26 tied with LEAVENVVORTH CITY pmk with mss 
"P .. P . & Leavenworth Express" • • • •. • •• ••• • ••••••••• 

PACIFIC EXPRESS CO. STOCKTON in blue oval tying VF #11 •• • 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO. Running Horseman frank on F #11 cvr 

tied with SAN FRANCISCO , Cal 1857 pmk adr. to Bates 
Ranch, Trinity Co . . ... • •• . .. • • •. . .•••..•. • ..... . 

PACIFIC EXPRESS CO.. CALIFORNIA. in lrg blue oval on F Ul3 
carried outside mails to N . Y ~ mailed to Mass. • ••• • • • •• 

AS ABOVE but on VF U18 • •• • •• ~ • • •• • • • ~ ~ • • ••••••• •• 
PACIFIC UNION EXPRESS COo on F U58 tied with VVINNEMUC-

CA., Nev. pmk . • •. ...... . .. ...•• .. .. .• ... ... .. 
FORVVARDED BY REYNOLDS & CO~ EXPRESS in oval with mss 

11 Bayou Pierre 1 La . 40" pmk to STOCKTON •••• •• •••••• • 
FORVVARDED BY REYNOLDS, TODD & CO. EXPRESS SAN FRAN-

:: CISCO in. blue o:v.al with:blue "NOT PAID" in oval with mss 
"pr Reynolds & Todds Express" on F cvr to Tuttletown •• • • 

VVELLS, FARGO frank o n VF UlO tied with clear SL OROVILLE 
c.an •• • • •••••• 9 • •••• • • • ••••• • • ••• • •• • • • •• • • 

VVELLS 1 FARGO 25¢ red PONY EXPRESS (143L9) complete sheet 
of 40 stamps, two rows creased, few stains • •• • • • ••••• 

PUEBLO, C . TY ~ in magenta eire tying #114 . Cor. card •• •• • • 
TVVO MOUNTAIN VVELL (Cal) cvrs in mss on U16 • ••••• each. 
SAN TEAM CITY, 0 . in eire on VG #2 5 , not tied • • • • ••• ••• • 
SALT LAKE CITY, U. T. in eire on VF #2 6 to St . Louis • • •• • • 

44 . 00 
36.00 

65 . 00 

145 . 00 

40.00 

50.00 

200 . 00 
50 . 00 

80.00 

98 . 00 
87.50 

30.00 

70.00 

72.50 

62 . 50 

175.00 
40.00 
26.00 
25.00 
32.00 
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GENERAL STORE 
* 
* 
* 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED: 
Expresses, Ships, Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for 
the Collector who is first beginning·· to 
accumulate Western Covers I and we 
can add rare and choice items to en
hance the albums of a well known 
collection I anything from a Ghost 
Town Cover to a rare Pony Express 
Cover. Write and let us know your 
wants or ask for our auction catalog 
which often contains fine Western · 
items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 3 6 I N • Y. 

WANTED 1869 COVERS 

Territorial usage or any other 
nice 1869 items. Submit with 
price. 

JOHN C . JUHRING 
HILLSDALE I N . y. 

Rates per issue are as follows: 
Full page $20. 00; half page $10. 00; 
quarter page $5. 00; one-eighth page 
$2.50. Yearly contract, 20% discount. 
Mail direct to the Treasurer I Henry 
Chaloner, 2 612 Ashby Ave . , Berkeley 
5 , California . 

BUYING 

Nearly anything in WESTERN COVERS, 
including Alaska, Arizona Territory, 
California, Hawaii, Nevada Terr. & 
statehood, New Mexico Terr.J Oregon, 
etc. Both towns and expresses. 

Will buy individual items, accumula
tions, or entire collections. Will 
even buy the 'tailings• after you take 
out the 'Nuggets'. 

Try us with something nice. As many 
of you already know, we frequently 
pay real crazy prices for some little 
thing we want. 

MR. & MRS. MARDEN F. ROSS 

P .0. Box 98 Oakdale, Calif. 

WANTED: COVERS ADDRESSED TO 
TERRITORIES REGARDLESS OF TOWN 
CANCELLATIONS, ALSO TERRITORIAL 

COVERS. 

HARRY L. FINE 
726 Morgan Pl. Los Altos, Calif. 

WANTED: New Mexico and Arizona 
Territorial Markings. Send with 
price. If you have such material 
that is not for sale, I would like 
to make records of it. Prompt re
turns and postage both ways of 
course. 

DR .. S. H. DIKE 
1611 Bayita Lane N.W. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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WANTED 

For private purchase or for auction 

FINE 19th CENTURY COVERS 

Express - Towns - Territorials 
Corner Cards - Patriotics - General 

Issues - Confederates, Etc . 

I MAINTAIN 

A.large stock of all types of 19th 
Century cover items . 

Let me know your wants . 

SAMUEL C. PAIGE 

45 Bromfield Street 
Boston 8 1 Mass . 

WANTED - U. S. COVERS 

1869 Issue -Foreign Rates and 
interesting Domestic Covers. 

"Cleaveland," Ohio boxed 
rectangular stampless . 

4¢ Rate to France, 1870 - 1874 

9¢ Rate to France, 1874 - 1876 

St. Clairsville, Ohio stampless. 

Submit with price to 

MILLARD H. MACK 
3930 Red Bud Avenue 
Cincinnati 29 1 Ohio 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING 
IS IN THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction, 
sell 

your collection 
to us or through us . 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
NewYork 17., N . Y. 

MONTANA TERRITORIALS 

WHILE THEY LAST 

MONTANA. TERRITORIAL CANCELS, 
on 1875 postal cards. 

Many in color . 
Beautiful clear strikes. 

Selling out at 
whole sale prices 1 

75 cents to $3.00 each . 
Will send on approval 

LaMAR PETERSON 
225 East 21st South 
Salt Lake City I Utah 
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