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THE EDITOR'S CORNER 

This issue marks the completion of my fourth year as editor of Western Express. 
Again I want to express my sincere thanks to all of those members who so graciously 
assisted me, thus making the task a very. pleasant one. We are always looking for 
new ideas and improving old ones, so please let us hear from you when you get a 
thought as to how to better our journal. I hope you enjoy the journal as much as I 
do editing it. 

Again a reminder that our Treasurer, Henry Chaloner, will send out notices for 
1961 dues before the January 1961 issue appears. To those of you who can afford 
to do so, please subscribe to a patron or sustaining membership. We can only give 
you what we can afford to pay for. Almost every dollar of income goes into the 
journal. We have no paid employees. Even so we are gradually using up the small 
surplus we had on hand. We are not satisfied to merely"." keep up the pre sent stand
ard, .we want to constantly improve it. Advertising income is nominal - your dues 
are the real sources of income. You can count on us if we can count on you. 

Our best wishes to James M. Chemi 1 the new editor of the American Philatelist. 
Also our best wishes for the future to Dave Lidman 1 the very capable retiring editor. 

************************ 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee, appointed by President Jessup to select a ticket 
for 1961 and 1962 in accordance with our constitution and by-laws, takes pleasure 
in submitting the following officers and directors for your consideration. Ballots 
will be prepared and forwarded to you. Spaces are provided for "write-in" candi
dates, if you so choose. Be sure to return your ballot promptly as we must have a 
majority vote of the membership in order to elect. 

President and Director - Stanley L. Herbruck 
Vice - Pres ~" .. - Dr. Sheldon li... Goodman 
Vice - Pres." •• - William C. Aichele 
Secretary " " - Basil C. Pearce 
Treasurer " " - Henry Chaloner 
Director - Southwest Area - Leonard N. Persson 

" - Southern Area - William H. Semsrott 
" - Rocky Mt. Area - Dr. Sheldon H. Dike 
" - Eastern Area - Dr. A. Jay Hertz 
.. - Central Area - J. David Baker 
" - Pacific Area - Edgar B. Jessup 

Respectfully submitted, 

·M_ C .• Nathan, Chairman 
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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

July issue - page 7. September 22, 1860 should read August 22, 1860 . 

July issue - page 8. Fort Bridger, Nevada Territory should be Fort Bridger, 
Utah Territory. The manuscript marking appeared to be 
N. T . - the postmaster's writing was not clear . Fort 
Bridger is now in Wyoming. 

Theodore Reinhardt sends in an addition to the list of Nevada Wells, Fargo 
Hand stamps . It is in his collection: 

Ruby City (Statehood period) 

*************** 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

.. NEW MEMBERS 

#370 Sen. Swift Berry , 115 Canal St., Placerville 1 Calif. 
#3 71 Gerald H. Van Als Burg, 14 3 Coors Blvd. , Albuquerque, N. M. 
#372 Monte Lawton, Sandia Park, New Mexico 
#373 Roland w. Gate , Box 685, Wickenburg, Arizona 
#3 7 4 Ward S. Parker, 6 Shardue Lane, St. Louis 41, Mo . 
#3 7 5 George M . Martin, 216 So. 28th Ave ., Yakima, Wash. 
#376 Finlay Johnson, 305 Sherwood Bldg., Spokane, Wash . 
#377 A. Luke Payne 1 634 So. 8th East St., Salt Lake City 2, Utah 
#378 H. G. Armstrong Jr., Box 254, Grimes, Calif. 

RESIGNATION 

#9 5 Elliott Burgher 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

#209 James M . Chemi, Editor, 5932 No . 14th Place, Phoenix, Ariz. . 
(Replaces David Lidman as editor of American Philatelist) 

#225 Donald B .. Brooks, 1215 So. Olympus Ave., La Puente~: Calif. 
#238 Serials Section, Univ . of Calif. Library, 405 Hilgard Ave., Los Angeles 24,Calif. 
#320 Gordon L. Wall~ 13014 Egil, Baldwin Park, Calif. 
#354 Robert D. Hess, 519 West Arbor Vitae St., Inglewood 1, Calif. 

NECROLOGY 

#2 89 Morris Fortgang - August 5, 1960 . A learned gentleman who contributed 
much to philately . He will be sadly missed. 
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THE PONY EXPRESS 

By Pony Express Editorial Committee 

The Three Months Period- October 1st to December 31st, 1860 

This period of the Pony Express was one of mixed emotions. There was re
joicing as telegraph lines came closer together and important messages could be 
more quickly dispatched. On the other hand 1 continuance of the Pony became 
doubtful due to financial difficulties of the owners 1 unexpected high costs 1 dis..; 
appointing pa tronage and other factors. An early winter was also taking its toll. 
The nation was on the threshold of civil war. 

Closing the Gap 

By November 1860 the telegraph was extended to Fort Kearny, Nebraska 1 

on the eastern side of the route and to Fort Churchill, Nevada, in the west. 
The best recorded time between these two points was six days; the trip of 
November 8th from Fort Kearny that arrived at Fort Churchill on the 14th, carry
ing the news of Lincoln's election to the Presidency. It produced a great sensa
tion. This special express passes the regular ones that started several days 
earlier. It was reported that oonstruction of the telegraph was proceeding at the 
rate of s ix miles per day. It is difficult to determine just how much patronage 
was received on account of the faster telegraph. Official records are missing 
and information on covers does not give sufficient data . 

The Weather 

The Leavenworth, Kansas, "Daily Times " of November 1 1 1860, reported that 
a severe wind and snowstorm struck Julesburg area late in October 1 detaining 
the Pony Express five hours. As time went on reports of inclement weather and 
delays became more prevalent. On December 1 1 1860 1 William H. Russell offi- · 
cially announced a change of schedule of the Pony Express for the winter months 1 

increasing the schedule from 10 to 15 days between St. Joseph and San Francisco 1 

and from 8 to 11 days between the outer telegraph stations of Forts Kearny and 
Churchill. 

Free Mail 

On reviewing a large number of known Pony covers, we find two kinds of 
"free" mail; that of company officials and the free franking of government officials . 
In as much as carrying mail over the Pony was an expensive operation, it is under
standable that to carry it free would be loss of revenue that the owners could ill 
afford. Presumably, mail franked "free " by company officials, was for company 
business , in which case to make payment would merely have been taking the money 
out of one pocket and putting it into another . These, therefore 1 were definitely 
letters 11 free over the Pony". · 

Section 9 of the Postal Laws of the Congressional Session of 1860-61, allow
ed for the carrying of five pounds of free mail for the government . Whether this 
entitled free franking by government officials was not stated. The company's 
attitude is best shown by the following articl e that a ppeared in the October 2nd, 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------
THE PONY EXPRESS (Continued) 

1860 1 edition of the San Francisco 'tAlta California" : 

"It is reported that the Pony Express carries considerable free 
mail for government officials. Mr . Russell persistently stated 
that not an ounce of free matter should, for any reason, pass 
through the Pony Expres s and refused to rescind the rule 'payment 
in advance', to his best patrons, so as to allow charges to be 
collected at the end of the routes. u 

United States Senators William M . Gwin and Milton S. Latham were entitled to 
free franking privileges for letters carried in the United States mails. The question 
therefore arises, did this free franking on Pony envelopes cover the government 
postage only or the Pony fees as well. Among collectors and students of the Pony 
there are two schools of thought . 

Those who contend it covered only government postage state that: 

1. The Pony Express was a quasi-public institution, not subsidized by 
the government, and as such it would not be obligated to carry mail 
of the Senators free of charge. 

2. There was a stipulation entered into with the Post-Office that no 
letters should be carried free. 

3. Covers are known with the Senator's free franking marking and also 
"Pd 5. 00,. in manuscript, indicating that the Pony charge was paid 
by them. 

4. If the Senator's covers went free there would have been an inscrip
tion thereon "Free over the Po"ny." 

Those who contend that the free franking covered the Pony as well, state that 
despite the above reasoning and Mr. Russell ' s orders, the Express needed friends 
in Washington and could not offend the Senators by making them pay . Here again, 
for lack of official records, we cannot come to a definite conclusion. 

Early in November, 1860, Samuel & Allen, agents of the Pony Express in 
Sacramento, announced that all daily newspapers were entitled to receive 1/2 
ounce letters free, in order that these papers could compete by being able to secure 
news, formerly available only at a great cost. The larger papers, who had been 
paying these costs, objected. The ruling must have been speedily withdrawn, as 
none of these letters have conie to .light. 

Finandal Difficulties 

Despite the fact that in August 1860, and thereafter, 1/4 ounce letters were 
accepted at $2.50 each, patronage was not sufficient to meet expenses. The regular 
mail contract over the route expired November 30, 1860. The Pony Express was pri
~ately ~inanced. In addition, the owners had been taking a beating on their freight
mg busmess. They were now faced with financial disaster. Desperate measures 
had to be taken to survive. In a letter from W. H. Russell, dated New York, 
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THE PONY EXPRESS (Continued) 

September 2 7, 186 0, published in the San Francisco "Bulletin n of October 16, 1860, 
Russell said that the company's mail contract expired November 30th, and that they 
cannot continue the Pony Express unless their mail contract is renewed. ..A mail 
contract alone would justify us to continue the Pony Express •.••• we have 
however attained our principal object, that of practically demonstrating that the 
route is feasible and practical, and with a good mail contract, and in that way only, 
the Express can be sustained.. There was much opposition in Congress and by 
others to the central route, the Butterfield and ocean routes being regarded as suffi
cient . The imminence of the Civil War in the early spring changed all this and a 
new contract was then obtained for the northern route. 

From such authoritative sources as the 11Abstracted Indian Trust Bonds Report .. 
it can be assumed that William H. Russell was up against it for financial support 
and left no stone unturned to raise funds to continue the freighting and express 
ventures. The bond episode resulted in a great scandal, the details of which 
have been ccov.ered by many respected authorities and are too voluminous to repeat 
here. Suffice to say that there were many repercussions that had a decided nega
tive effect on the future of the Pony Express. These will be discussed with the 
events that occured after the turn of the new year of 1861 when the new mail con
tract was negotiated. 

Patronage Statistics 

Available records of the California offices of the Pony Express, from April 
3rd to December 31st, 1860 1 show the following receipts of letters and those for
warded by each office. The letters received for Placerville were nominal and so 
not listed. 

Month San Francisco Sacramento Placerville 
Rec'd . FW'd Rec'd Fw'd Rec'd Fw'd 

April 43 228 19 108 21 
May 81 440 35 124 14 
June (Indian uprisings) 
July 62 338 27 83 8 
Aug . 127 435 20 127 35 
Sept. 218 797 43 178 28 
Oct. 379 796 63 194 17 
Nov. 382 865 60 208 27 
Dec. 2ll_ ~ 2§_ 224 .1L 

1623 4737 323 1246 171 

Evidently there were some Pony letters to and from intermediate places such 
as Salt Lake City and Fort Bridger. Judging from available records of known covers, 
the number of them must have been relatively small. To compensate for this 

1 
we 

have taken the total number of covers listed above at $5.00 each 
1 

arriving at total 
revenue of approximately $40,000.00 for the first nine months of operation. This 
small patronage must have resulted in a substantial loss to the operators. Note 
the large difference in letters from the west as compared to those from the east. 
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THE PONY EXPRESS (Continued) 

Known Pony covers - October 1st to December 31st, 1860 

Beginning in September 1860, we find that almost all eastbound covers car
ried the 1 (} cent rate of postage. On the other hand most westbound covers car
ried the 3 cent rate. Evidently the westbound covers were privately handled in a 
Pony pouch as far as St. Joseph and then placed in the post office for proper can
cellation and then transmittal via Pony to the west. The mileage was under 3,000 
miles from St. Jos~ph. to western points and so they qualified for the three cent 
rate. Eastbound covers that entered the western postoffices with through addresses 
of over 3, 000 miles necessitated the 10 cent prevailing rate at the time . 

The following list of covers for this q.trarter have come to our attention to 
date . There are interesting features covering many of them. 

Origin 
Place Date 

*Unknown 
S.F. 

S . F . 
*S.F . 
*S.F. 
*S.F. 
S.F. 
S.F . 

*S.F . 
*S.F. 
S.F. 

*S.F. 

*St.Jo. 
St.Jo . 
St .Jo. 

*St.Jo. 

Unknown 
10/20/60 

10/24/60 
10/27/60 
10/ ?/60 
11/ 3/60 
11/ 6/60 
11/21/60 
11/28/60 
11/28/60 
12/ 5/60 
12/ 5/60 

9/23/60 
9/30/60 

*N. Y~ {green . 12/ 1/60 
oval) 

*Wash. D.C. .. 
N.Y. (green 12/li/60 

oval) 
N.Y. (green 12/15/6 0 

Arrive 
St. Jo. Destination 

EASTBOUND 

10/25/60 Utica, N.Y. 
11/ 1/60 N.Y. 

11/ 5/60 N.Y. 
11/ 8/60 N. Y .11/13/6'0 
11/1 2/60 N.Y. 
11/15/60 N.Y. 
11/15/60 Louisiana 
12/ 3/60 N.Y. 
12/11/60 N.Y. 
12/11/60 N.Y. 
12/1 9/60 N.Y. 
12/21/60 N .Y. 

WESTBOUND 

10/ 4/60 
10/ 4/60 
11/ 8/60 

11/11/60 

12/13/60 
12/16/60 

12/20/60 

Ft. Bridger 
Ft.Bridger 
S.F. 
S.F. 
Denver 

S.F . 
S.F. 

S.F. 
S.F. 

Vallejo 

Remarks 

1 O¢Emb . Ms. 'tPony Express" 
10¢Emb. St.Jo. PM 11/2 

Ms. "Pony Exp" 

1 0¢'57 
1 0¢~'57 & 3¢ '57 (Fwd) 
10¢Emb. 
1 O¢Emb. 
10¢Emb. 
12¢'57 
1 O¢Emb. 
10¢ '57 
10¢Emb. 
1 0¢Emb. Earliest known 

encircled oval on 
back. 

3¢Emb. "Free Jno. W.Russell" 
"Free W .H. Russell .. 

2. 50 Ms Red S.F. oval 
3¢ Nes. Cal. Pony Exp Pd Hs. 

Election news-
.. Lincoln elected't 

3¢Emb. Cal.Pony Exp . Pd . Hs . 
3¢ Star die 

..Free W.H.Gwin U .S.Senate" 

3¢Star die-Tied Sacto.City oval) 
*N.Y. 
*N.Y. 

12/15/60 12/20/60 Vallejo $5 Sacto . 1/2/61 
12/22/60 12/27/60 S . F. 3¢Stardie 

* See illustrations following 
(fanuary issue will contain the Fourth Serial - The Jan. 1 - Mar. 31, 1861 Pe riod) 
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This interesting westbound cover is marked "Free Jno. W. Russell Secy" 
(Son of Wm. H. Russell). It left St. Joseph Sep. 23 0. 860) and is 
addressed to Judge Carter. Pony agent at Fort Bridger. Probably 
company business. 

Another company business letter "Free" over the Pony. 
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l 

• 

The Running Horse Pony handstamp of Oct 27 on reverse side of this folded 
letter; the C. 0 . C. & P. P . Express hand stamp tying the ' 57 10¢ stamp with the 
same date; the C.O.C . & P.P. Express handstamp, St. Joseph, showing arrival 
there on Nov. 8th; the St . Jo. postoffice cancel of Nov. 1Oth departure; the 
Washington, D.C. postoffice mark of Nov . 13 and tie of the 3 cent stamp for 
forwarding to New York; all make for a very interesting cover. 
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Page 9 

This eastbound cover was picked up enroute and arrived at St. Joseph on 
October 25th and left the following day for New York . Note the "2. 50" 
rnanusc!j_pt rate ~-possibly a 1/4 ounc~_letter. 

Another "2. 50" rated le tter with the New York "football" handstamp dated 
Dec . 1 addressed to San Francisco. 
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Note the use of the Central Overland California & P!keJ s Peak hands tamp at 
both ends of the line. The San Francisco date is not clear, probably 
Oct 30 (1860). 

A few days later, this cover has the use of the "running horse" handstamp 
at San Francisco instead of the C. 0. C. & P. P. Express. 
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A nice combination of handstamps on both of these covers with the same 
dates but different a ddressees. 
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The Pony departure San Francisco hands tamp of Dec. 5th, 1860 ties 10¢ green 
on buff envelope (Ul6) to New York. Note C.O.C. & P.P. Exp. San Francisco 
oval without date. Cover entered mail at St. Jo . Dec. 21st. On the back is a 
very fine strike in green of the combination oval and circular Pony Express 
handstamp of the C . O . C. & P.P.Exp. Co. of St. Jo. dated Dec. 19; earliest 
known use of this marking. 
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The "California Pony Express Paid" handstarnp. The cut square in the lower 
right corner is not part of the cover; it is just another example of this hand
stamp cancel. 

Another "Free 11 Pony cover franked by Senator Gwin. 
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I ~ . l,o 

The "California Pony Express New York" handstamp together with the 
"Central Overland California & Plke's Peak Express Company" handstamp 
with the 3¢ star die tied with Sacramento, Cal. Post Office cancellation 
for delivery from there to Vallejo - a rare combination. Note manuscript 
"2 1/2" - probably rate for a 1/4 oz. letter. 

Another combination Pony franking as th,e one above - from another collection. 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

by ·Yeote 

(a regular feature of each issue) 

It was fun to see many of the territorial gang at the recent A.P.S. Convention 
in Portland. The following groups of territorial covers were displayed at the show 
by W. C. S. members: Arizona by F. Barnett; Nevada by J. M. Clary; Oregon by E. 
R. Payne; and Washington by D. W. Donaldson. Also noted was the only known 
Albuquerque, N. M. 1 with the 3¢ ' 69 in the display of this issue by W. R. Radford. 

In response to the request in the last issue to report any covers showing 
territorial use of the ten-cent "over the Rockies" rate, Dr. W. J . Jacobus advises 
that he has one from Virginia City, N. T. 1 to Illinoi s bearing the 1 O¢ '61 and dated 10 
March 1863. I just obtained one from Washoe City, N. T., to Iowa bearing two 
singles of the 10¢ '61 (double rate) and dated 8 June 1863. 

Dr. Jacobus also reports that he is the owner of the only known cover from 
Southwest Territory mentioned in the April 1960 issue of W .E. This is the cover 
from Nashville dated 7 March.1796. He further reports that he owns the Lancaster, 
N. W. T. cover dated 26 October 1802 mentioned in the July 1960 issue 1 plus an
other N. W. T. cover from Marietta dated 11 November 1798. D. C. Rosselot re 
ports that he has a Cincinnati 1 N. W. T., dated 7 July 180 0. 

Tucson was one of two New Mexico Territorial post offices that continued 
without interruption into Arizona Territory. In the H. H. Longfellow collection is 
a very interesting strike from Tucson. It is the Tucson, N. M. 1 strike with the 
"N . M." replaced by obviously handmade "A. T." This cover is dated 23 March : 
1867 and indicates that even though Tucson was occupied by the Confederates 
in the early part of 1862 1 the post office may have continued in operation. In any 
case the N. M. strike was preserved and was modified after the formation of Ari
zona Territory in February 1 . 1863. Th~ Longfellow cover is the only known example 
of this strike and the earliest cover so far recorded from Tucson 1 Arizona Territory. 
A fair number of covers are known bearing the earlier Tucson, N. M. strike. 

H. H. Longfellow also sends a photostat of the earliest cover so far recorded 
from Arizona Territory. This cover is in a museum collection and bears "Tubac, 
Oct. 16" in manuscript with the 3¢ '61 . It is addressed to Governor J. N. Goodwin, 
Prescott, A. T. 1 and the year date is 1865. 

The catalog of known Arizona territorial markings which will be published in 
future issues of W. E. currently includes the following important covers prior to 
1880 . 

Apache Pass 
Arivaca 
Arizona City 
Bradshaw 
Camp Grant 
Camp Thomas 
Camp Verde 
Cerbat 
Date Creek 

(several) 
(several) 
(several) 
(Persson) 
(several) 
(several) 
!several) 
(Longfellow) 
(several) 

Florence 
Fort Apache 
Fort Grant 
Gillett 
Globe 
Hardyville 
Hayden's Ferry 
Kirkland Valley 
La Paz 

(several) 
(owner?) 
(several) 
(Gate) 
(Longfellow) 
(several) 
(Longfellow) 
(Dike 1 Longfellow) 
(several) 
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McDowell 
·· MariCopa·wells 
Mineral Park 
Mohave City 
Oro Blanco 
Phoenix 
Prescott 
Saint Joseph 

TERRITORIAL TIMES (Continued) 

(several) 
(several) 
(several) 
(several}' 
(several) 
(Dike: ~· ciary} 
(several) 
(several) 

Signal 
Terminus 
Tombstone 
Tubac 
Tucson 
Wickenburg 
Yuma 

(Dike} .: 
(several) 
(Dike) 
(Museum) 
(several) 
(several) 
(several) 

The following new towns have been reported for 'New Mexico Territory by those 
named . The earliest year date is also given . 

Allison, 1894 
Bursum, 1904 
Chimayo, 1902 
Cliff, 1895 
Dulce, 1902 
Garfield, 1904 
Guam*, 1905 

M. B. Lawton 
M. B. Lawton 
J. R. Jones 
M . B. Lawton 
J. R. Jones 
M.B . Lawton 
J . L. Hargett 

Highrolls 1 1904 
Orchard Park, 1905 
Polvadera 1 1900 
Progreso, 1900 
Reserve, 1905 
Ribera, 1908 
Vermejo, 1907 

* All previous known were back stamps 

M.B. Lawton 
J . L. Hargett 
M. B. Lawton 
P. T. Manly 
M.B. Lawton 
M.B . Lawton 
N. L. Persson 

This brings the total number of offices from which markings are known to 519 . 
This is an increase of about 25 percent over the catalog listing previously published 
in W . E. Because of this and the hundreds of additional town types which have 
appeared, we plan to publish a new edition of the New Mexico catalog of territorial 
markings in future issues of W . E . Included will be a value index for each type of 
marking. 

The value of a territorial cover should be based on a consideration of several 
primary factors. The se include age , number known of the given marking type, total 
number of all markings known from the given town, the total amount of post office 
receipts during the town • s territorial existence" the total receipts during the period 
of use of the given marking type, and condition. Secondary factors include the use 
of unusual killers as part of the device, unusual or fancy shapes or design, county 
and/or postmaster designation included in the strike 1 quaint or unusual town name, 
fort markings, whether marking is on standard or legal cover or post card or postal 
card or registry receipt, unusual rate usage, and type of stamp used . 

The collector of markings of a particular territory is much more interested in 
the marking than he is in the stamp . However, many collectors are interested in 
the territorial usage· of particular stamps or issues . Similarly , some collectors 
confine their territorial interests to fort markings, county markings , and the like. 
The increased demand for these must be reflected in the price. 

After much cogitation over many years 1 I have devised what I believe to be a 
sensible ba sic formula for placin<JJ a value on a particular territorial marking . It 
takes into consideration all the primary and secondary factors 1mentioned above ex
cept unusual rate usage and type of stamp. The value index assigned to each mark
ing type in the forthcoming New Mexico catalog will apply to what Tracy Simpsoni 
calls a "neat" strike on a "sound" cover, bearing the common stamp and/or rate 
of the period. Correction factors will be suggested for other strike conditions and 

lSi . " mpson , T. W., United States Postal Markings 1851-61 11 (Sponsored by the 
U . S.1851-60 Unit of the A. P.S.) ' 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES (Continued) 

for markings 'on legal - size covers; postcards, etc . 

Many will argue (and rightly so) that the value of a cover is the price involved 
in its transfer between an informed seller and an informed buyer, and that this 
price will normally c onform to the so-called law of supply and demand. The dif
ficulty is that in the field of territorial markings, none of us is adequately inform
ed either as a seller or a buyer. It is also true that demand is a function of not 
only the degree of knowledge concerning the item (including a knowledge of the 
supply), but also the degree of dissemination or "advertising" of the idea that 
the item has certain merits. Value becomes increased accordingly . Thus the 
famous British Guiana stamp is valuable because everybody knows it is unique . 
Pony Express covers bring high prices because they have been "talked up." Yet 
many times as many pony covers exist as are known from literally hundreds of 
New Mexico towns (or many other territorial offices) . 

Take the following simple example: Suppose you are interested in collecting 
covers from New Mexico Territory and suppose you see two auction lots listed. 
One is a Santa Fe dated in the 1850's., and the other is a Coca dated 1899 . You 
need them both for your collection . · What do you bid on each? Chances are 
you would be willing to go quite a bit higher on the Santa Fe than on the Coca. 
However , it turns out that the Santa Fe post office did a big business in the SO's, 
and many covers are known from this period. But Coca was in existence about 
eight months during which time the total compensation of the postmaster (which 
was based on receipts) was about five dollars. This is a case where I believe 
that basic rarity should outweigh age . The catalog shows it to be more valuable 
than a Santa Fe type of the 1850's, and rightly so. Only two such covers are 
known to exist and the. appearance of more is extremely unlikely. 

One should not , however 1 get overly excited about the value of the marking 
of a town simply because it is not listed in the catalog . Markings from many 
towns that had large postal receipts are not yet known. Where 1 for example , 
are covers from Gibson, N. M . , which had postal receipts about three quarters 
that of Eddy and more than that of Chloride? 

I regret that the pressure of other business (going to work breaks into my 
day!) has prevented me from adequately preparing the postal history of aU. s. 
Territory for this issue. I hope to be able to do so next time. 

Let me hear from you with reports of your new finds or with questions that 
we can d iscuss on these pages. 
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By M. C. :Nathan 

Among the early letters in my collection I have a very ' interesting folded 
one postmarked in manuscript "Benicia, Cal 2 9 Oct" and "40" (.40 cent rate per 
1/2 oz . to east coast). The letter is dated New York, California , Oct. 18 , 1849. 
The postmark is the e arliest one known from Benicia , although a postmaster was 
appointed to the place several months earlier . The letter probably went aboard 
the "California" which sailed from San Francisco on November 2, 1849. 

Of particular significance is·the fact that Benicia became the third capital 
of the State of California on February 3, 1853; San Jose and Vallejo having pre
ceded it. The fourth session of the Legislature convened there on that date and 
adjourned 137 days later, on May 19, 1853 . The fifth session was organized 
there on January 2, 1854, but removed to Sacramento on February 2 5 , 1854 where 
it has remained ever since . The capitol building at Benicia is now the City Hall . 
New York, California , referred to in the letter, was New York of the Pacific on 
the Sacramento River 1 now Pittsburg, California. 

New York California Oct/18/49 

Dear Fred 

I hardly know how to write you knowing I cannot meet your expectations not 
having been here long enough yet to satisfy myself abour our prospects . Brady 
has no doubt told you everything interesting in his from San F since then & for 
the last four weeks & a half we have been lying 30 mi up the river at a place 
of 15 ships & 3 0 houses called Benicia putting our scow together 1 this morning 
we started with the ship in tow (the first ever towed on these waters} & have run 
30 mi further up oposite a place of 8 ships 3 houses & 2 tents called New York 
tomorrow we go on to Sacramento City. I wrote you a very minute a/c of our 
progrefs on the sea but was disappointed in sending it - although we had a pretty 
long voyage we have not been beaten except by four clipper ships & our voyage . · 
has been pleasanter than any of the Co ~ewe have heard of. I had the best berth 
in the ship. Those Co~ coming out & depending entirely on dredging machines 
to dig gold by steam will be sadly disappointed it cannot be done the streams 
where gold .is are beds of rock. Our saw mill is on the scow in place of the mud 
d igger & works. weU,lumber being worth here $400 °0/ooper· m it will be worth a 
fortune provided we can find trees to saw which they say are plenty further up, 
but as yet I have not s.een a spear of grafs nor scarce a tree & for water to wash 
our clothes we took our fixing 3/4 of a mile & used cisterns (hhds} the soldiers 
had sunk. Whether theres a full Co of soldiers at the barracks is doubtful. The 
laboures & mule drivers are paid $150 per mo & found carpenters $11 per day . 
The iron steam boat brot out here on the deck of the Samoset is the most like a 
steamer of anything here & I am told the owners were offered $150, 000 oo /oo for 
her, she is called the MINT & runs from San F to Sacramento City 160 mile $30 
passage & eat yourself as the Irishman said I suppose to crowd her she will 
carry 100 passengers , but what interests M most is our fortune . they are not 
to be made so rapidly as we supposed though we shall make some thing I hope 
pretty nice, when we get fully into operation I will write you more satisfactorily. 
I mifs my home , but a quarter of our time has already expired. I begin to count 
the months when I shall return. Aleck .and I are very well (so is all the Co now) 
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though we have all had a diarrhea consequent of long sea voyage and new climate 
so we entertain no fears of further sicknefs the mails are so irregular that I have 
not yet heard from home except verbally by Mr. Hoyt, he arrived a day or two after 
us & looks as a daguerrotype. Please remember me to your Mother & to Mr and 
Mrs Sherry & Soph I suppose your good Lady will claim half of this as hers Ann 
take the best half if there is any. I am satisfied we have c orne out the best way 
we possibly could have come , all other Companies have broken up or are about to 
our sailors are with us yet & were of great service on the scow they leave & go on 
their own hook to the mines after we get to Sacramento City. We paid $12 for two 
small bags of small potatoes most of them the size of nuttings, you might take 
one under each arm & walk off with them & some onions at a little over SO¢ a pound 
though we paid 7 5¢ for them in San F & at the mines potatoes have been known to 
bring $5 per H beef is the cheapest article here 14¢ per H . We sold a cask of 
ale cost $15 for $100 . 00 & some liquor in proportion. Aleck sais he has nothing 
in particular to say this time but will write by next mail I might say so too but 
I promised to write you. I will do so again when I can give you some good news. 

Aground on Sacramento river Sunday, Oct. 21, 1849 . 

Well here we are on the scow has lightened us up about 90 ton & gone up to 
Sacramento City & will return & get us off. I have never written a favorable a/c 
of this country but the further we go up the more it improves. It is seven months 
since Aleck & I dined with you, how we would like to have our legs under your 
table to day, months more will soon pafs when ·we hope to do it again & then Fanny 
wont know that she ever saw either of u s . I dont think you would know me your
self not having shaved since I left home . I have a beautiful pair of whiskers & 
mostachios , from some cause or other the steamers have refused to bring the mails 
from Panama but the Unicorn is expected daily with all the back mails. Our scow 
running very well by steam & if we cannot get timber handy will probably runn her 
as a passenger & freight boat , half a dozen of u s. Sam Ford had not arrived oh 
we beat t hem all. there will be a great many folks here this winter & how they 
will all be prospecting for I dont know. We have every comfort. there are a great 
many returning & I am surpri sed to see by the papers that the excitement is still 
kept up in the states. If you have any friends who think of coming out here tell 
them they better stay a t home. As I have an opportunity to send this down the 
river I must close & I will remain 

F. St. John Esq. 
Norwalk, Connecticut 

Please show this to my Mother 

Yours Truly 

Gruman 
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By James E. Berry 

For quite a number of years the approach of summer time was a signal for 
most western cover collectors to put their collections in moth balls for the dura
tion and take up the pursuit of more strenuous hobbies, from yacht racing on down 
through golf to outdoor cooking. This was especially true for those of us who 
have children in school, for obvious reasons. However, two or three real nice 
sales popped up during the very warmest part of the summer and made quite a 
few of us aware that covers can be bought, sold and traded during the summer. 
John Fox and Robert Siegel both had very fine sales in August, and Harry Gray 
had the sale at the July meeting of WCS. And Sam Paige had a few covers stuck 
in his June sale. I can report on the Fox and Siegal sales, but for some reason 
(probably the heat} I can't seem to lay my hands on the price lists from either 
the Gray sale or the Paige sale . Anyway ... here they are: 

These covers were sold by John Fox in New York City on August 9 & 10, 1960: 

LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS on 3¢ env with DOWNIEVILLE co cancel in 
oval . VF ......................... . ..... . ....................... $23.00 

LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS on VF U58 with co oval DOWNIEVILLE and 
WF & Co. MARYSVILLE cane Tiny tear. • • • • • . . . • . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . • . . . $31.00 

SIX HORSE STAGE, FROM SAN FRANCISCO VIA LOS ANGELES, (Hutchings 
and Rosenfeld imprint) with two #32 on slightly repaired cvr tied SAN 
JOSE, CAL ••• · • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••• $42.00 

FOUR HORSE STAGE, PER OVERLAND MAIL VIA LOS ANGELES, (Damon 
imprint) on repaired cvr #35 tied SONORA, CAL .................•... $45.00 

VIA PANAMA, ILLUS CVR, small repairs, on #35 tied SF .•••.•.•....••.• $40.00 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO. Pony Express Rider in black with blue co 

SACRAMENTO oval on VF UlO • ..•..•....•....•.•........•...•...• $28.00 
PUTT'S OVERLAND ENVELOPE (MULE RAILROAD) in red on front and back 

on F #32 tied SACRAMENTO CITY, CAL ...•.•.....••..•...• • .. • ...• $230.00 
DUTCH FLAT, CAL. PAID 10 on PATRIOTIC, cannon & flag in colors on 

F cvr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . $ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $1 2 0 . 0 0 
ILLINOISTOWN, CAL in mss ties F U13 . • . • . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . • $33.00 
WELLS, FARGO & CO. EXPRESS, GENOA. Six cvrs averaged about $20.00@ 
(MOSES) TAYLOR, FROM SAN FRANCISCO, OCT 12 (1865} in dble blue . 

oval, NY STEAMSHIP, DUE 7 ties U58 with mss STEAM PR NICARAGUA . 
Defective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 5 . 0 0 

GENOA, NEV TER OCT 7/63 DUE 6 CTS "ENVELOPE BEEN IN USE" ties 
cancelled U34. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00 

The following covers were sold at the APS Convention in Portland, Oregon on 
August 19th, 1960 by Robert Siegal: 

ASTORIA, OGN. in black eire with mss "10" (11/2/51) ............... . 
DALLAS, 0. T. AUG . 23/53 in ms s tied two 10¢ black VF ..•....•..••... 
DALLAS, OR. pmk on VF #6 5 PATRIOTIC (Soldier & flag) •••••• ..••. •••• 
FT . LARAMIE, 0. R. in circle "5" (6/9/5 2) VF cvr. . ..••... . ..•. • ..... 
HILLSBOROUGH, 0 . T. SEPT. 23, 1852, "5" in mss. VF •.•.•.. . ....•.. 
MILWAUKIE , 0. T. MARCH 24 (1855) PAID 5 in mss •• . ••.....•. • .... . . 

$34.00 
$430.00 

$55.00 
$330 . 00 

$48.00 
$31.00 
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NEEDY, 0 . T. "F·REE" in mss on F cvr . • • .• .•••..•••• .• ••• • • .• • · • • • • • 
OLYMPIA, OREGON, DEC . 9th, 1851 "5" in mss with i ndistinct Oregon 

City , Orgn • pmk . F cvr. . .... .... . •.. .. ..• ••. ....... ... It • • • •••• 

OLYMPIA, OGN . in eire 1 PAID 6. VF ••• •.• .• .• ••••• •• •• • • •••• •• . • .•• 
OREGON, MO. AUG. 19/47 "10" in mss with letter dated WILLAMETTE 

VALLEY, OREGON TERR., MARCH 16, 1847 •.•. •••.• •••••• ••• • • • · • • 
PLEASANT HILL, O . T. OCT. lOTH, in mss ties #9 pair and pair #17, one 

bisected, making double 10¢ rate . On F cvr. •••••• . • • •••••• . • . •• 
PORTLAND, 0 . T. FEB . 26, 1851 1 PAID 40 in mss on F cvr • •• •.•• ••.•• 
PORTLAND 1 0 . T. in small eire with PAID 6 in ms s • F. . ••• • ••••• • •.. 
PORTLAND, 0 . T. IN SMALL CIRC WITH MSS "2" (drop letter) • •• • .•• • • 
PORT OREFORD 1 0. T. AUG 22 "5" and PORTLAND, Q. T . in circle cane 

with hdnstmp "MISSENT" (1854) .. •.••.••••••.••••••• • •••••••••.• 
PORT OREFORD, 0. T . pmk ties VF #15 ••.• .• •.. •. •.. . • • • . ••• •.•••••. 
SCOTTSBURGH, 0. T. in blue eire with "FREE E . R~ FISKE, P . M." .•••• 

in black on VF cvr. . ... . ..... ......... ... ........ . ... . . ... .... . 
SCOTTSBURGH I 0 . T. in red eire with mss PAID 6C with imprint of STATE 

DEPT, OREGON TERRITORY ~ . .... .. . ... ...... .. . . .. . ...... . ...... . 
STARR'S POINT 1 0 . T. on PATRIOTIC #65 mss cane •••••••• ·• •• ••. • . •. . • 
UMPAQUA CITY 1 0 . blue pmk on F #26 PATRIOTIC 1 former Terry • pmk 

$37.00 

$58 . 00 
$65.00 

$38 . 00 

$320.00 
$107.50 

$62 . 50 
$52 . 50 

$42 . 00 
$65.00 

$34.00 

$3 5 . 00 
$50.00 

with ''T'' cut out . . ............... . . · . .. ...... . ... ......... ... ... $42.00 
OREGON ST'M NAV CO FEB 10 1 CELILO in oval pmk. • • • • • • • • . • . • . • . . • • $62.50 
O.S.N. CO AUG 11, DALLES in oval on VF cvr .••••••..• •• •••••.••.•.• $60.00 
0 . S . N. CO .. JUNE 2 7 1 DALLES in oval 1 slightly frayed . • • • . • . • . . . • . • • • $4 0. 00 
O . S . N . CO . AUG 19 1 1867, DALLES in dbl eire. F . · •..•.•••• • ••••••••.. $42 .. 00 
PERC. R. S . N . CO'S STEAMER MULTNOMAH in oval. F •••.•.••• . • .• •. $160.00 
ADAMS & CO . SAN FRANCISCO in dbl blue eire with CRAM ROGERS 

EXPRESS , JACKSONVILLE 1 0 . T. in oval with mss CANYONVILLE 1 0. T. 
AUG. 6 "5" and mss "COL 1.00". F cvr ••• ••• • • •• • •••••.••••••••• $67.50 

ALASKA PACIFIC EXPRESS C 0. frank on F U311 tied PORTLAND 1 ORE. MAY 
12 , 1 8 9 8 pmk . . ........•... .. ....... . . . ... . ........ . .... . ... 0 • $52 . 50 

BEEKMANS EXPRESS, JACKSONVILLE , 0. T . in red oval ties VG U9 •••••• • $135.00 
JONES & EDGAR~S CANYON CITY EXPRESS drank on F U34 t ied with W. F . 

& Co . DALLE·S, 0. cane . .. . .... ...... .... . ..... 0 • •••••• • ••••• • • $320.00 
AS ABOVE without any pmk ••••.•..•. •• • •.• • •. •• • • •••• ••• • • • •.. • •.• $115.00 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO. ASTORIA in oval ties F pair #14 also tied with NY 

pmk with mss PAID 25 on legal size cvr . . •••..•••.•. • • . • . ••• •• .•• $155.00 
ROCKFELLOW & CO' S EXPRESS PAID 75¢ frank on repaired U35.. ........ 90 . 00 
SALMON RIVER & NEZ PERCES EXPRESS-PAID 50 CENTS frank in comb with 

W . F. & Co . frankon VG U34 with mss LEWISTON, I. T. • • . . . • • • • • • • $52.50 
AS ABOVE on VF U35. Better condition .. .•.••...• .• .... .... • . .• .•••• $125.00 
TRACY. & CO' S EXPRESS square frank on VF U1 0 tied with blue co oval 

PORTLA.ND cane· • .. .. . .... . .... ... ............ .. .... . 0 • ••• •• •• • $220.00 
TRACY & CO'S OREGON EXPRESS frank on reduced U10 tied with blue co 

PORTLAND cane also corn card . • • • • . ..• •• ••• . ••.• .•.•..... • •••.• 
TRACY & CO'S OREGON EXPRESS frank on F U26 tied with blue co. 

DALLES cane o • • e • o •• •• o •••• , • • ••• o • , • & o ••• , • • o It • • •• •• , • • • ••••• 

AS ABOVE, part of unaddressed paste up. • .•••. ••••. • ••• •.• • • ••. •• •• • 
TRACY & CO . OREGON EXPRESS frank on F U26 tied with blue dble eire 

PORTLAND co cane . ; ... ... ..... . . . ... .. . .. ... . .. ... ... . 0 • •••••• 

AS ABOVE, slightly repai'rea at tight • •.. .••. •.• ..••• •.. • ...• • ••• . ••• 
TRACY: & CO. OREGON EXPRESS frankonrep!"lite '. U26 with blue co cane 

EUGENE . . . 0 •• • •• II . · •• •••• •• • •••• • ••••• • • • • • •• •••• 0 ••• 0 •••• •••• 

$75 . 00 

$140.00 
58.00 

$125.00 
77.50 

$85 . 00 
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TRACY & CO. OREGON EXPRESS frank on F U27 tied with black co cane 
CORVALLIS ....•............ .... .. . ............ .......... · · · · · 

TRACY & CO. OREGON EXPRESS frank on mende d U2 7 tied with blue dbl 
eire PORTLAND co cane. . .. .... . ..... ... .... • . .. ...•.. ... · . · ·. • 

TRACY & CO. OREGON EXPRESS frank on F U34 tied with blue co WALLA 
WALLA cane .. ........ . .... ... .... . ..... .. .. .. .... · · · · · · · · · · · · 

TRACY & C 0 . OREGON EXPRESS .•.. BOISE EXPRESS-PAID 50 CTS on 
F U3 5 with W. F . o: Co. BANNOCK CITY cane .• • . ..• .•... , •. . . ...• 

V! . F. & CO . frank on VF U34 with blue TRACY co OAKLAND, 0. cancel 
t o S . F . . .... ... .. . ......... . ........ .. .... . ................. . 

W. F. & CO . frank on mended U34 tied with TRACY co WALLA WALLA 
cancel to But teville, 0 . . ... .. .. . . .... . .. . . ........... . . .. . . . .. . 

W. F. & CO. PAID 25 CTS frank on F U35 tied with co cane LA GRANDE, 
0. to Dalles, . 0 . . . . ...... . ... . .. . .......... ........... . . .... . . 

W . F. 6 CO . frank on VF U232 tied with purple CANYON CI'IY, OR. co 
cane with orange W. F . & C o . label on c v r. . .... . ............... . 

C ULLOMA, ALTA CALIF "40", MAR 11 in red eire pmk .......... • ...•.• 
DOWNIEVILLE, CAL. pmk ties $14 o n neat ILLUSTRATED HUTCHINGS 

PROSPECTORS env. (Bear and miners) ... •.... ... ..........•....... 
JACKSON, CAL. in eire pmk "10" in eire hndstmp on ILLUSTRATED NOISY 

CARRIERS cover (Miner panni ng gold). . ........ . . ...........• • •.. 
MUD SPRINGS, CALA . SEPT 19 in dbl eire with mss "missent" and " 5 " 

and mss "SANTA CLARA, SEP 23, Cal". F cvr . . ...... • ......•.•.• 
PILOT HILL, CAL pmk ties F U9 . . . . .. . .. . .... ..•. ....•........•..• • 
SACRAMENTO, CAL, MAR 4 (1850) in oval pmk with red mss "40 " with 

red SAN FRANCISCO APR 6, REC'D on reverse .... . . .... . . . .. . • .. . . 
SACRAMENTO, CAL, MAR 25 (1850) in oval pmk with mss "40" ..•.. .... . 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL in red eire with red " 12 1/2 " to San Jose •.•. •.• . . 
SANTA CRUZ, CAL on VF #184 tied with Picket Fence cane ....•.. . .. • .. 
BANNACK CITY, MONTANAJUL 24, 1865 t ies #65 ... . . .... . ..•. .. .•. • 
BANNACK CITY, M. T. in frameless circle with mss "JAN 3./65 ... : .• .. 
FORT BUCHANAN, N . M. pmk wi th FORT DAVIS, TEXAS pmk applied when 

forwarded to Eagle Pass, Tex. on VF U9 • ••. . • . •. . • .. . • • . •• .. • .... 
ADAMS & CO'S EXPRESS MORMON ISLAND in oval when forwarded to 

Benecia with SF & "5" pmk and mss "50cts". VF .. .. .•....•.••••.. 
BERFORD & CO'S EXPRESS, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL i n oval hndstmp with 

COLLECT $1 on VF cvr. . ... . .. •.•.... .. ..... . ..•.. . .. .•.....•.. 
GREGORY'S EXPRESS OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO bluest line hndstmp •• .. • 
HOLLADAY OVERLAND MAIL & EXPRESS CO frank on F U58 tied with 

OMAHA NEBR. pmk and H OLLADAY VIRGINIA CITY, MONTANA cane .•• 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO . GEORGETOW N in lrg red oval on F U1 0 tied with 

red PAID. . .. ... .. .. . ... . .. . ... .. •.. ..... ... . . .. . . . .. . ... .... . 
W. F. & CO. BOISE MINES- PAID SO CTS red frank on mended U34 with 

LEWISTON, I . T. pmk. . .. ....• .. ... .. ....•. ~ ... .. ..... . ..• . . .. 
AS ABOVE with W. F. & Co. and NY c ancels on F U35 ...•. . • . ... . .... 
W. F . & CO . fra nkon VF U163 tied with oval TERRILL & PETERS EXPRESS 

& TEL OFFICE I MAIN ST . I MOK HILL, CAL •...... • •....•...•. •• .. 
W. F. & CO. fra nk on VF U227 tied with W. F. & Co. '"S. S. OREGON" 

cancel and VI. F . & Co. SEATTLE, W. T. cane ........... .. .. . . . . 
W. F. & CO. VICTORIA VANCOUVER ISLAND frank on F cvr with Canada 

#3 9 t ied with light strike "WELLS FARGO EXPRESS, SOUTHERN ROUTE" 
in blue to SF ....... . ............ .. ... ....•...... . . ....... .... 

$210.00 

$52 .50 

$140. 00 

$175.00 

$67.50 

$47.50 

$100 . 00 

$56 . 00 
$44 .00 

$90.00 

$115.00 

$40.00 
$37.00 

$40.00 
$34.00 
$45.00 
$31 .00 
$34 . 00 
$60.00 

$250.00 

$42.50 

$77.50 
$29.00 

$127.50 

$62 .50 

$3 6.00 
$50.00 

$42 .00 

$35 .00 

$65.00 



WESTERN EXPRESS - OCTOBER 1960 Page 23 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
AUCTION ACTION (Continued) 

FORWARDED BY I . B . FERAUD, PANAMA in eire with PHIL octagon and 
illus red CLIPPER SHIP cancels, letter mailed U.S .S' . FAIRFIELD 1 

CALLAO, JUNE 6 , 1 83 5 . F cvr . ......... ..... .. . . . .... . ....... . 
STMR SIERRA NEVADA VIA NICARAGUA ADVANCE OF THE MAILS in blue 

oval ties pair #11 and also tied by NY pmk O'an 2} Letter dated S F 
Dec 3 , 1 8 54 ..................... , ...... ............... . ..... · .. 

AS ABOVE 1 not as good condition, faint strike •. ., • ~ •••.••••• • • •••••• 
VIA NICARAGUA IN ADVANCE OF THE MAILS.:, SULLIVAN in oval on F 

pair #11 tied with STEAMSHIP . • •.••..•...•••••..•••••••• • •.•.• 
VIA NICARAGUA AHEAD OF THE MAILS in. red box on VG pair #11 tied 

with NY SHIP cancel . als mss "Via Nicaragua". • • •••••••••• ••• • 

The following covers are from the sale held by Herman Herst, J.r ~ in New 
York City on June 18, 1960: 

SACRAMENTO CITY , CAL "10" with VF "FORWARDED BY FORD & CO'S 

$160.00 

$110.00 
$72.50 

$190.00 

$72.50 

EXPRESS in blue oval •• ~ •••••••••••••• ·•••• • • . • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • $350.00 
CULLOMA 1 CAL and "1 0" in red on VF cvr . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • $2 5. 0 0 
W. F. & CO. FRANK with dbl stike of co VIRGINIA CITY, N. T. blue 

oval , one on VF 3¢ env stamp and other on replaced PONY EXPRESS 
# 1 4 3 LB . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . :s 8 5 ~· 0 0 

W. F . & CO. frank with dble strike of blue oval AURORA ·(NEV} co cane 
one on 3¢ env stamp and other on VF 2 5¢ PONY EXPRESS stamp 

#143L8 . ······~··············· · ··· -- ·························· $350 . 00 W . F . & CO. frank on VF U82 with blue oval co SEATTLE, W. T . cancel $ 32 . 50 
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GENERAL STORE * 
* 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED: 
Ex pre sses, Ships, Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period . Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for 
the Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers I and we 
can add rare and choice items to en
hance the albums of a well known 
collection I anything from a Ghost 
Town Cover to a rare Pony Express 
Cover . Write and let us know your 
wants or ask for our auction catalog 
which often contains fine Western 
items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 3 6 1 N • Y. 

WANTED 1869 COVERS 

Territorial usage or any other 
nice 1869 items. Submit with 
price. 

JOHN C . JUHRING 
HILLSDALE I N.y. 

Rates per issue are a s follows: 
Full page $20. 00; half page $10. 00; 
quarter page $5. 00; one-eighth page 
$2.50 . Yearly contract, 20% discount. 
Mail direct to the Treasurer, Henry 
Chaloner, 2612 Ashby Ave., Berkeley 
5 , California. 

BUYING 

Nearly anything in WESTERN COVERS, 
including Alaska, Arizona Territory, 
California, Hawaii, Nevada Terr. & 
statehood, New Mexico Terr., Oregon, 
etc. Both towns and expresses. 

Will buy individual items, accumula
tions, or entire collections. Will 
even buy the 'tailings ' after you take 
out the 'Nuggets'. 

Try us with something nice. As many 
of you already know, we frequently 
pay real crazy prices for some little 
thing we want. 

MR. & MRS. MARDEN F. ROSS 

P . 0. Box 98 Oakdale I Calif . 

WANTED: COVERS ADDRESSED TO 
TERRITORIES REGARDLESS OF TOWN 
CANCELLATIONS 1 ALSO TERRITORIAL 

COVERS. 

HARRY L. FINE 
726 Morgan Pl. Los Altos I Calif. 

WANTED: New Mexico and Arizona 
Territorial Markings. Send with 
price. If you have such material 
that is not for sale 1 I would like 
to make records of it. Prompt re 
turns and postage both ways of 
course. 

DR. S. H. DIKE 
1611 Bayita Lane N. W. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * GENERAL STORE * 
* * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WANTED "THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING 
IS IN THE EATING" 

For private purchase or for auction 

FINE 19th CENTURY COVERS 

Express - Towns - Territorials 
Corner Cards - Patriotics - General 

Issues - Confederates, Etc. 

I MAINTAIN 

A large stock of all types of 19th 
Century cover items . 

Let me know your wants. 

SAMUEL C. PAIGE 

45 Bromfield Street 
Boston 8, Mass. 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction, 
sell 

your collection 
to us or through us. 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
NewYork 17, N . Y. 

WANTED - U. S. COVERS 

1869 Issue -Foreign Rates and 
interesting Domestic Covers. 

4¢ Rate to France, 1870 - 1874 

9¢ Rate to France, 187 4 - 187 6 

Submit with price to 

MILLARD H. MA.CK 
3930 Red Bud Avenue 
Cincinnati 29, Ohio 
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