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PRESIDENT 1 S MESSAGE 

I wish to acknowledge the honor accorded me by electing me 
to be your President for the 1961 - 1962 term. I assure you 
that diligent effort will be made to maintain the high stand
ards established by my illustrious predecessors. 

You will all be gratified to know that Mel Nathan has generous
ly consented to carry on as Editor of "Western Express" . This 
good news evoked an immense sigh of relief from the writer. We 
are indeed fortunate to again be the recipients of the untiring efforts and cooperation 
of our very able and genial editor. By reason of the fact that he appears to do easily 
what most of us find difficult, he has proJected our publication of "Western Express" 
to the plane of high esteem it now occupies. We can assure ourselves of this con
tinued support and can look forward to increasing the interest in our Society by con
tinuing, and even increasing, the flow of subject material to the editorial desk. 

In retrospect, the past two years have been years of accomplishment with great pro
gress having been made toward attaining the objectives established by past adminis
trations. This is the direct result of the valuable time generously given and the 
concerted effort expended by your officers, directors and fellow members. For this, 
I am sure you will all join with me in a grateful "Well Done". 

In order to perpetuate our potential and to assist in the future growth and develop
ment of our Society 1 the following committees have been appointed for 1961 - 1962 . 
Their devotion to our hobby and ability to perform need not be elaborated on . 

Membership Committee: 

Program Committee: 

Publicity Committee.: 

Research Committee : 

Leonard N. Persson, 
J. David Baker 
Sheldon H. Dike 

Chairman 

J. L. Hargett 

Howard A. 
Samuel C. 
Marden F . 

Mader 
Paige 
Ross 

Robert A. Siegal 

Joseph M. Clary, Chairman 
William C. Aichele Harry Gray 
Sheldon H. Goodman Robert A. Hanson 

Robert Myerson 

George N. Ponnay 1 Chairman 
James E. Berry 
John A. Fox 
Harry Gray 

Mel C. Nathan, Chairman 
Robert Beale 
Henry H. Clifford 
Sheldon H. Dike 
Harry L. Fine 
A. Jay Hertz 

Robert Myerson 
Basil Pearce 
Frederick A. Valentine 

Edgar B. Jessup 
W. R. Parker 
William H. Semsrott 
Tracy Simpson 
Gerald B . Smith 
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Expertising Committee: 

Auditing Committee: 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (Cont'd) 

W. Scott Polland, Chairman 
Edgar B. Jessup 
Mel C. Nathan 

Mel C . Nathan 1 Jr . I Chairman 
Robert Hanson 

Basil Pearce 

W . R. Parker 
Tracy Simpson 

Everett Lampson 

We are again soliciting the help of the following members to serve in their respec
tive capacities, and as usual their response will be spontaneous. 

Assistant Treasurer- Tracy Simpson 1 66 Alvarado Road, 
Berkeley 5 1 California 

Corresponding Secretary - Robert Myerson, 927 Stanford Ave . 1 

Los Angeles 21 1 California 

The Executive Committee has been abolished, as it never met or functioned as a 
committee, which step, ~s· further supported by the fact that the By-Laws of the 
Society do not provide for such a committee . 

Discussions have been had relative to appropriate representation by the Northwest 
area and as a result thereof, steps have been taken to create such an area . A 
Director for this area will be appointed in due course . 

The Western Cover Society now enjoys a deservedly well established niche in the 
Phila telic world. This has not been accomplished by mere accident. Let us 
strengthen our position and increase our prestige by all of us making new friends 
and increasing our membership in 1961. 

Best wishes for a very Happy and Prosperous New Year and may 1961 produce that 
"elusive" cover for everyone. 

Stanley L. Herbruck 

.. 
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THE EDITOR'S CORNER 

Our new president, Stanley L . Herbruck, has requested me to continue as 
editor of WESTERN EXPRESS. It will be a pleasure to serve under such a fine 
gentleman 

1 
just a s it has been under his predecessors. To go forward I need your 

help. We must have literary contributions from more members in order to have all 
categories of cover collecting represented. So how about sending me a nice glossy 
photograph of an unusual cover in your collection with a story giving the facts 
about it. You don ' t have to bother with the composition; I will ghost write it for 
you if necessary . I am sure you will be proud to have your fellow collectors see 
your gems. We will certainly learn something useful and you might possibly find 
that you have overlooked something important. That is what makes research worth 
while. I am looking forward to many responses so we can plan our issues well in 
advance. My sincere thanks to all of you who continue to so graciously cooperate 
with me in making WESTERN EXPRESS a better journal . The Season's Greetings to 
you all. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NEW BOOKS 

The following are two very important book reviews. It is hoped you will 
support these worthy pieces of research by purchasing them. 

"THE UNITED STATES TEN CENT STAMPS OF 1855-1859 11 
: • 

by Mortimer L. Neinken 

Published by the author under the sponsorship of the Theodore E. Steinway 
Memorial Publication Fund of the Collector•s Club, 22 East 35th Street, 
New York 16, N . Y. 

256 pages) 5()0 illustrations, Clothbound. Price $10.00 postpaid. 

Here is a book to gladden the hearts of all Western Cover Society members because 
of two things: ( 1) It is a specialized study of the 1 O-ct stamp that was issued on 
purpose for Western mails, so it is definitely 'our• stamp 1 and (2) the book gathers 
in one place all of the printed Ashbrook lore about Western mails as well as new 
discoveries . This Western-mail presentation includes all pertinent sections of the 
Ashbrook 1936 book on the 1 0-ct stamp and its uses, and also all chapters on 
Western mails from the Ashbrook One-ct book of 193 8 (vol. 2): "Ocean Mail to and 
from California 1 " "Ship and Steamship Markings," "The Great Overland Mail and 
the Pony Express," and on 11 California and Pacific Coast Postal Rates and Markings. 11 

As both books are long since out of print, this reprinted material is certainly timely 
and most welcome. The comment by Neinken that runs through these Ashbrook
reprint sections brings much new information, and this is supplemented by a new 
chapter that pictures 26 covers, each showing an unusual use of the 1 O-ct stamp, 
with critical analysis of the related mail service as indicated by the associated 
postal markings . The illustrated covers are from the Neinken collection, also 
some from the Ashbrook Special Service, but most of them are from Western Cover 
Society members; notably J. David Baker, the late Morris Fortgang, Edgar B. Jessup, 
Donald Malcolm 1 M. C . Nathan and Ben . B. Newman . 

Now coming to the story of the 10-ct stamp itse lf,not only is there a complete 
story of the history of the stamp, its prOauction, reliefs, recuts 

1 
and so on, but 

there also are included illustrated diagrams from which the stamp may be plated 
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NEW BOOKS (cont'd) ... :: .> 

as singles - either plate 1 or 2 . When it is considered that heretofore authorities 
agreed such plating was impossible because most of the stamps have no distinguish
ing features (at least that anybody noticed until Neinken discovered them), his 
achievement is something to shout about . We shall not try to explain how Neinken 
did it when others had failed, but the logic and process is fully explained in the 
book. 

Mr . Neinken has been a student of the 1851-60 is· sues since 193 8, principally 
working on the let, 10ct, and 12ct. His book is a classic that exemplifies the 
highest ideals of philately. 

Tracy W. Simpson 
/ 

* * * * * * * * * * 

"Postal Facilities and Postmarks" 38 pages, 7" x 10" , glossy paper 
available from James w . Adler 6452 Nashville Ave., St . Louis 10, Mo . 
Price $1 . 00 postpaid. 

The Mound City Stamp club of St . Louis has undertaken the printing and distribution 
of a 38 page book entitled "Postal Facilities and Postmarks " , it covers the period 
form 1804 - 1861 . 

The book is in two sections, the first being a reprint of an article by C . Corwith 
Wagner and originally published in the 20th American Philatelic Congress Book . 
This well illustrated article entitled "Postal Facilities and Postmarks, District of 
Louisiana, Territory of Louisiana and the Territory of Missouri 1804 - 1821" won 
the coveted "McCoy Award" when presented at the 1954 Congress . It fully covers 
the postal history of St. Louis and the Missouri area for the period mentioned and 
the covers illustrated show postal markings of the entire period. 

The second section is the result of the combined efforts of several postal history 
specialists who are members of the Mount City Stamp Club. Several years of re 
search went into the makeup of this section and its pages bring it up to the Civil 
War period ··(1861). Beginning with the admission of Missouri to Statehood, cover
ing the 40 year period that saw St. Louis become the "Gateway to the West" . The 
postal history section is illustrated with many covers s howing the various markings 
and postmarks in use during this period. 

The publication also contains a chart illustrating all known postmarks and supple
mentary markings of St. Louis in use during the period . They are in the approximate 
size of the originals, and also a summary is included showing known colors and 
periods of use for each marking . 

The book should prove to be a valuable addition to the library of all collectors. Dur
ing the periods covered , St. Louis was a focal point for mails traveling both ways 
from both coasts . Many covers originating in places other than St. Louis carry var
ious transit and forwarding markings of the St. Louis area . The same usefulness 
could be found by steamboat collectors , in the many markings which were applied 
to mail carried on the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers . 

W. H. Semsrott 
(Newly elected director of W. C. S . ) 
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ELECTION RESULTS 

As was expected, the ticket proposed by the Election Committe~ carried. sufficient 
votes to elect the following officers and directors for the 1961 - 62 penod: 

President and Director 
Vice- Pres . " " 
Vice-Pres. " " 
Secretary " " 
Treasurer " " 
Director - Southwest Area 

" - Southern Area 
" - RockY Mt. Area 
" - Eastern Area 
" - Central Area 
" - Pacific Area 

- Stanley L. Herb ruck 
- Dr. Sheldon H. Goodman 
.... William C. Aichele 
- Basil C. Pearce 
- Henry Chaloner 
- Leonard N. Persson 
- Willia m H . Semsrott 
- Dr. Sheldon H . Dike 
- Dr. A. Jay Hertz 
- J. David Baker 
- Edgar B. Jessup 

***************** 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#3 7 9 Harold Schindler , 864 Zenith Ave. , Salt Lake City 6, Utah 
#380 George T. Turner, 408 A St., S. E., Washington 3, D .C. 
:!f3 81 Wm. Middendorf , 3 6 Husted Lane, Greenwich, Conn. 
#382 David L. Jarrett, 3590 Nefson St., Wheat Ridge, Colorado 
#383 Charles N. Peters, 1418 Franklin Street, Oakland, 12, Calif. 

#68 Willis T . Cheney 
#353 F . N . Newton, Jr. 

RESIGNATIONS 

#265 Dr . Jack A. Dunagin 
#274 Albert C. Davenport 

DROPPED FOR NONPAYMENT OF DUES 

#45 Herbert T. Darlington 
#21 2 Lorin C . Warg 
#2 84 Myrl W. Ball 
#346 Paul Berg 

(Whereabouts unknown) 
#297 Otokar Cerny 
#313 L. E. Mallicoat 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

#70 Willis H. Kerr, 445 Cambridge Ave. , Claremont, Calif. 
#261 Duane C. Rosselot , 690 Orange Ave., Apt. 10, Yuma, Ariz. 
#371 J. H. Van Alsburg , 1330 Cero Gordo Road, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
#228 James E. Berry, 1708 Griffith Ave . , Las Vegas , Nevada 
#259 John G. Tyler, 1115 North Thorne Ave . , Fresno 4

1 
California 

#222 John E. Thompkinson, Hotel Alameda, Apt. 202, Alameda , Calif. 
#106 Robert H . Dixon, 5124 Evergreen Drive, No. Olmsted , Ohio 

NECROLOGY 

#3 31 Thos. J. Dwyer 
#219 Walter N. Frickstad. The much respected author of "A Century of California 

Post Offices" and co-author of "A Century of Nevada Post Offices . " These books 
will go down in philatelic history as a fitting monument to his memory for a job 
well done . We will miss you sadly, Walter. 
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THE PONY EXPRESS 

By Pony Express Editorial Committee 

The Three Months Period - January 1st to March 31st, 1861 

This period of the Pony Express was ushered in with the startling news that there 
was evidence of fraud in the Department of Interior which involved Goddard Bailey, 
clerk in charge of the Indian Trust Fund, Wm . H. Russell, president of the Central 
Overland and Pikes Peak Expre ss Company, and John H. Floyd, Secretary of War. 
A congressional investigation was ordered . Despite Mr. Floyd's assertion that the 
issuance of acceptances was justified, the Grand Jury in Washington , on January 
30th, 1861 found true bills of indictment against all three of these gentlemen. The 
Select Committee appointed by President Buchanan termed the investigation as 
"Tortuous windings of vast and complicated interests and extensive though concealed 
ramifications" and on February 8th ended its inquiry by closure. The indictment was 
finally weathered by all three. But there were unhappy consequences to follow for 
Russell. 

The mail contract controversy 

For three years Congress had wrestled with the overland mail contract. Butterfield 
was operating successfully over the Southern Route . Southern interests were in
tent on keeping this route for transmittal of the overland mai l . Russell had high 
hopes of getting a mail contract for the shorter Central Route. The Pony Express was 
his proof of its practicability. While Congress was delib~rating the issue, word 
was received that secessionist forces had cut the Butterfield line and mails over 

·that route were halted . Congress wasted no time in. passing a Post Office Appro-
priation Bill on March 2, 1861 with an amendment providing that the Butterfield line 
be transferred to the Central Route, thus eliminating bidding for the mail contract. 
The Butterfield line was given until March 25th to accept or t heir contract would be 
cancelled a nd the Centra l Route would be open to bids. On March 12, 1861 the 
contract was accepted. Russell admitted defeat by his arch rivals and, realizing 
his company's financial inability to undertake such a huge venture, decided to join 
forces with the Overland Mail Company rather than take further legislative action . 
Perhaps he thought of the old adages, "If you can't beat them, join them " and "A 
half a loaf is better than none. " 

The new mail contract 

Because of their philatelic importance , for reasons that will be obvi ous in la ter 
discussions, we present the directive by the Postmaster ge neral to the Overland 
Mail Company a nd two contracts between the Central Overland and Pikes Peak Ex
press Company and the Overla nd Mail Company . These were taken from manuscript 
copies at the Huntington Library . 

Gentlemen: 

Post Office Department 
Central Office 

March l2th, 1861 

. The. Postmaster General has this day signed an order of which the following 
IS a copy v1z: 

"Pursuant to act of Congress approved zd March 1861 and the acceptance 
of the terms thereof by the Overland Mail Company·- Modify the present Contract 
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THE PONY EXPRESS {Cont·'d) 

with that Company for route No 12578 . Executed 16th Sept. 1857 to take effect 
16th Sept. 1858, so as to discontinue service on the present route, and provide 
for the transportation of the entire letter Mail six times a week on the Central 
Route: Said letter mail to be carried through in twenty days time, eight months of 
the year, and in twenty three days the remaining four months of the year from St. 
Toseph Mo (or Atchinson Kansas) to Placerville Cal, and also for the delivery of 
the entire mails three times a week, each way, to Denver City 1 and Great Salt · 
Lake City: And in case these mails do not amount to Six hundred pounds per trip, 
then other mail matter to make up that weight per trip to be conveyed; but in any 
event the entire Denver City & Salt Lake Mails and the entire letter mail for Cali
fornia to be conveyed - The Contractors also to be required to convey the residue 
of all mail matter in a period not exceeding thirty five days, with the privilege of 
sending the latter semi monthly from New York to San Francisco in twenty five days 
by Sea,. and the public documents in thirty five days . 

And to be required also during the continuance of their Contract, or until 
the completion of the Overland Telegraph, to run a Poney Express Semi weekly at 
a Schedule time of ten days eight months of the year and twelve days four months 
of the year 1 and to convey for the Government free of charge five pounds of Mail 
Matter; with liberty of charging the public for transportation of letters by said Ex
press not exceeding One dollar per half ounce. The Compensation for the whole 
Service to be $1 17 000,000 Qg£ Annum to take effect on or before 1 July 1861, and to 
expire 1 July 1864 . 

The Number of the route to be changed to 10.773 - and the Service to be re
corded in the route register for Missouri. 

Be pleased to State your acceptance of the terms 
of the foregoing, and report the date of your Commencement of the Service on the 
Central route 

"Messrs W .. B. Dinsmore 

& E . S. Alvord 

Overland Mail Compy 

Present 

Pres ) 
) 

Supdt) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Signed 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

"E . S. Childs 

Acting Second Asst P M General 

Contract between E . S. Alvord a acting for the "Western Stage Company" of the first 
party- The Cen~ral Ovarland California and Pikes Peak Express Company" by Wm. 
H. Russell President 2 party and The Overland Mail Company by Wm. B. Dinsmore 
President 3d party -

Said parties mutually agree as follows -
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THE PONY EXPRESS (ContJd) 

1st The first party agrees to draw off the Stages of said Western Stage Co. between Ft. 
Kearney & Denver City - so soon as the Contract made by the third party with the 
PM Genl, On the 12th March 1861 for Service from St Joseph or Atchinson to Placer
ville Cal, takes effect - and to refrain from running any lines of stages between 
those points, or any where on the route West of Ft Kearney, during the continuance 
of said contract, and also to continue his stages between Ft Kearney and Omaha, 
Connecting at Ft Kearney with the Stages of the zd party, who is to perform the ser
vice under said Contract East of Salt Lake City -

Said zd & 3d parties agree to pay to said 1st party for such discontinuance Twenty 
Thousand Dollars per Annum during the continuance of the service under said Con
tract - of which 70 per ct is to be paid by zd party and 30 pr ct by the 3d party, to 
be paid out of the Mail pay under said Contract - quarterly as reed from the P. 0. 
Dept . And authority is hereby given by the zd party to the 3d party to make such 
payment-

Provided 1st That in case an Established Opposition line of Stages being 
placed on the route between Omaha & Denver City such payment shall cease, until 
the opposi lion is removed -
& Provided also that in case the P.M . Genl or Congress shall discontinue said 
Sa_rvicec! or make such Modification as substantiallyihjure said Contract - then said 
2 or 3 parties are to have the right to cease said payments. -

Said zd party further agrees to furnish adequate facilities to Carry the 
Passengers brought to Fort Kearney by the 1st party - And they mutually agree to 
Exchange passengers & to agree upon a Tariff of prices - said zd party also agrees 
to receipt passengers from Denver or any other point West of Kearney to Omaha & 
points beyond. 

In Witness whereof the parties have hereunto set their hands this 16th day 
of March 1861 at 

New York ) 
) E. S. Alvord 

In presence of ) 
") 

Milton S . Latham ) 
For Western Stage Co. 

Wm . H . Russell Pres. 

The C 0 C & P P E Co 

W. B. Dinsmore 

Prest 

Overland Mail Co. 
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THE PONY EXPRESS (Cont 'd) 

CONTRACT FOR JOINT CARRIAGE OF MAIL 
BETWEt:N 

CENTRAL OVERLAND CALIFORNIA & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS 
AND 

OVERLAND MAIL COMPANY 

This Memorandum of Contract- Witnesseth - That , Whereas at the last s ession of 
the 36th Congress a law was passed authorizing the Postmaster Genl to make cer
tain modifications in the Contract for mail service on route 12 1 5 7 8 - among others 
changing their route to what is known as the Central or Salt Lake Route - to be a c
cepted by the Contractors -

And wherea s The Overland Mail Company now performing the service a nd 
the recognized Contractors on said Route have accepte d said Modifications 1 and 
entered into a Contract with the Postmaster General for the performance of service 
under said Act of Congress - a copy of which Contract is hereto appended and made 
part of this agreement 1 And whereas it has been agreed that "The Central Overland 
California & Pi kes Peak Express Company" shall perform a part of said service -
Now these Presents Witness - That the said Express Company 1 acting by Wm . H. 
Russell its President & duly authorized by its Board of Directors 1 party of the 
first part , And the said Overland Mail Company Acting by Wm. B. Dinsmore its 
President, duly Authorized by its Board of Directors, pa rty of the Second part 1 do 
mutually agree as follows. 

1st Said first party agree to perform the entire service between tbe Eastern terminus 1 

and Salt Lake City 1 and to furnish facilitie s to accommodate the travel both "through" 
and "local., - The Second party to perform the ballance of the service 1 and to afford 
like facilities 1 and to pay over to the first party quarterly as it shall be received 
from the Government & no sooner 1 Mail pay at the rate of Four Hundred & Seventy 
Thousand Dollars per annum 1 after deducting therefrom one half the amt paid for 
Sea Service. -

2nd The pa ssenger business, a nd the Express business to be divided as follows -The 
through passenger business , and the Expres s business to be divided Equally - The 
local passenger & Express business of first party to be divided Seventy per cent 
to the first party - and Thirty per cent to the Se cond party 1 And the local business 
of the Second party to be retained by them entire - Settlements are to be made 
quarterly and all accounts ballanced - Business going only part way on both Divi
sions charged as local & price to be fix ed by the parties -

3rd Each party is to pay all fines occasioned by failures on their respective Divisions -
The Division of tigte to be as follows - On the 20 day schedule the first pa rty has 
12 days and the 2 party has 8 days On the 23 day Schedule the first party has 14 
days & the zd party 9 days - and a like ratio on the 35 day Schedule 

4th The receipt from Pony Express to be divided Equally - Each party as in carrying the 
mail paying their own Expenses on their divisions -

5th A General Superintendent to be appointed by the Second party - and paid Equally 
by the two parties 1 Shall have general charge and Supervision of the Eastern line 

1 
so far as to see that the Service is properly performed , but is not to interfere with 
the management and detail of the first partys Division . 
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THE PONY EXPRESS (Cont'd) 

The Supt or other authorized Agent of the Second party shall have the right to examine 
the Books of the first party in which are kept the accounts for this Division - And an 
Agent shall be kept at Ft Kearney, paid Equally by the parties who shall copy way 
bills & attend to the business of both parties. 

The Second party reserve the right and privilege of making an Exclusive Contract 
for the Express business with Wells Fargo & Co. for all business going from the 
East to any point West of Salt Lake City, and for all business originating West of 
Salt Lake City going East - at a fair compensation. Said business shall be called 
through business and divided as such -

In case any change or modification by Congress or the P.M. Genl of the said Con
tract so as to deprive the zd party of the mail pay then the zd party are not to be 
held liable or responsible to the first party -

Whenever either party reaches the Common Point of Salt Lake City - the other party 
shall proceed with the Mail at once without waiting for the Schedule time and it is 
understood that the whole trip is to be made as rapidly & promptly as possible. 

It is further stipulated and agreed that in case the 1st party should fail to perform 
their Contract, and a serious interruption should take place - and if it should be
c ome necessary for the zd party to assume the performance of the entire Service -
then said Second party shall h ave the right to at once take possession of the entire 
Stock and Equipments of the 1st party, and use the same in performing the Service -
And they shall have the right to and shall purchase said stock and Equipment at an 
appraised value Each party selecting an appraiser, and the two an 'umpire (whose 
decision shall be final) if necessary 

And it is further expressly stipulated that in case said 1st party shall fail as afore 
said and the second party be obliged to perform the service then said 1st party shall 
pay the sum of One hundred thousand Dollars - to the second party - which sum 
shall be liquidated damages - and paid without deduction or offset -

In Witness whereof the Parties hereto have Subscribed their Names - this 16th day 
of March 1861 at the City of New York -

Interlineations on zd & 4th pages ) 
) 

Made before signing ) 
) Wm. H . Russell Prest 

In presence of ) 
) 

Milton S. Latham ) 
The C . 0 . C. & P. P . Ex. Co. 

W. B. Dinsmore Prest 

Enter Wells Fargo & Co . 
Overland Mail Co. 

We have previously stated that it was our policy to avoid as much as 
possible controversial issues concerning the Pony Express. However, whether 
Wells Fargo & Co . , had any direct part in the operation of the Pony Express is 
hardly controversial in view of the stipulation in the above contract. To further 
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THE PONY EXPRESS (Cont'd) 

clarify the situation we find d irect ors of the Overland Mail Company who were also 
directors of Wells, Fargo & Co. Then too, the Overland Mail Company needed 
Wells Fargo for obvious reasons, such as the following notice that appeared in the 
San Francisco "Golden Era" of September 23, 1860: "Wells, Fargo & Co's Express, 
through Louis McLane, agent , has purchased the Pioneer Stage Line between Carson 
City and Placerville. The time between San Francisco and Virginia City is 44 hours
postage by express 12 1/2 cents." When operations under the new contract start
ed on April l st, we fi nd Wells, Fargo & Co . , or thei'r affiliates, in charge of all 
offices west of the Salt Lake mea and is suing special adhesive stamps for Pony 
mail to the East . All of t his i s sufficient evidence that Wells Fargo directly or in
directly, operated an important segment of the Pony Express after the first year. 

Pony mail during the pe riod 

It has been estimated by available records of western offices of the Pony 
Express that the average number of letters brought to the Pacific Coast between 
November 1860 and April 1861 was 41 . There were several possible reasons for 
this drop in patronage. First, the winter of 1860-61 was an early and very severe 
one. The average time by Pony was 13 . 8 days for 2 2 midwinter trips . It took 
very little more time for mail over the Butterfield route, so the Pony must have lost 
some of its advantage . Second, with the advent of the secession of the Southern 
States, business was secondary to the nation's immediate welfare. Third, the 
cost of $5.00 per 1/2 ounce may have had its impact during these trying times . 
At any rate there was a decided lack of patronage as evidenced by the smallest 
list of known c overs for any three months period of operation of the Pony. 

The telegraph lines ke ep advancing 

By this time the telegraph had reached Fort Churchill in the west and Fort 
Kearney in the east . 

Known Pony covers - January 1st to March 31st, 1961 

The following list of covers for this quarter have come to our attention: 

Origin 
Place Date 

*S . F. 1/2/61 
Sacto . 1/7/61 

*S.F . 1/12/61 
S.F . 1/23/61 
Sacto. 2/ 3/61 

* - 3/20/6.1 

Arrive 
St. Jo . 

1/20/61 
1/28/61 
2/2/61 
2/11/61 
2/22/61 

4/4/61 

Destination 

EASTBOUND 

Maine 
Indiana 
New Hamp. 
Indiana 
Wash . D.C . 

2/26/61 
New York 
4/9/61 

Remarks 

10¢ Emb . MS "1/2" 
3¢ Emb. 

10¢ Emb . 
10¢ Emb . 

"Due 3" 

10¢ Emb . 
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THE PONY EXPRESS (Cont 'd) 

Origin 
Place Date 

Arrive 
St. Jo. Destination 

, .. 
" -
*St. Jo . 

Chicago 

WESTBOUND 

- 1/20/61 
3/10/61 

3/25/61 3/2 8/61 

3/30/61 

*See Illustrations following 

S.F. 
Portland, Ore . 

Mt . City,K . T. 

II II II 

Rate Remarks 

$5 ms. Ms $2 . 50 U15 
10¢ Star Ms 11 2. 50" 

Die 
Ms "Pony 

Express" 
Ms 11 P. Exp. 

St .Jo . II 

(April is sue wi 11 contain the Fifth Serial - The Apr. 1 - June 3 0, 18 61 Period) 

Addenda and Corrigenda 

In the first installment of the Pony store we stated that the second and third 
trips of the westbound Pony were the only ones that came to San Francisco from 
Sacramento by land via Oakland. We now find that the Sacramento Union reports 
on March 25th, 1861 and on August 19, 1861 that the Pony went by land via Benecia 
to San Francisco on these two additional trips because the mail arrived in Sacra
mento too late for the boat for San Francisco . 
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The corner card of The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company 
and the Pony Express San Francisco oval handstamp dated Jan 2 (1861). On reverse 
is the Pony Express handstamp of the C.O . C. & P.P. Express Company showing 
arrival at St. Joseph on Jan 20 - time elapsed 18 days, evidently due to winter 
storms en route. The cover left St. Joseph for Maine on Jan. 21. The 11 1/2 11 in 
manuscript probably indicates weight of letter - 1/2 ounce and so would take the 
$5.00 rate. 
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L ,4,r. 

Another C . 0 . C . P . P . Express corner card and San Francisco Pony oval hands t amp 
of Jan 12 (1861) . It probably arrived at St. Joseph on Feb 1 (18 or 19 days en 
route) and left there for New Hampshire on Feb. 2 "1/4" probably indicates 1/ 4 
ounce and took half rate - $2 . 50 . 

The use of handstamps the reverse of the above - the Pony Express San Francisco 
undated and the C. 0. C . & P. P. Express dated (Mar 20). Departure from St. 
Joseph April 4, indicating 14 days en route. "1/4" manuscript probably 1/4 ounce
$2. 50. 
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Two nice west bound covers with the very rare green C. 0. C. & P. P. St. Joseph 
Pony Express handstamps . The lowe r cover has a San Francisco postmark of 
March 25, 1861 tying the 10¢ star die embossed stamp , indicating departure on 
that date for Portland , Oregon. The "2 . 50" manuscript would indicate 1/4 ounce 
weight and hence 1/2 Rate. 
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THE QUEST FOR A DAILY OVERLAND MAIL 

Editor's Note: By the summer of 1859 mail service over local and overland lines 
had been curtailed or reduced for reasons of economy. All effected localities 
protested to the Post Office Department with little or no avail. They then appeal
ed to their representatives in Congress. One of the most eloquent of the latter 
appeals was that of a group of business men to California's representatives in 
Congress. Your editor came into possession of an original printed copy of this 
appeal and was asked to present it here for your enjoyment and enlightenment. 

To THI-; HoNORABLE 

WILLI AM M. G WIN, 
0HARLES L. SCO'rT, 

MILTON S. LATHAM, 
JAMES C. BURCH, 

Senators and Representatt'ves of Calzfornia, in Congress. 

GENTLEMEN: Bv the tele<Yraphio intclli,ence published in the N. Y. H erald of this day, we aro in-
~ 0 0 

formed that a bill "has been agreed upon by the California delegation," providing for the transportation 
of the mails overland to tho Pacific, which hill is published at length. The writer adds t.hat, "it is under
stood that it satisfies all interests concerned: the Overland Mail Company, the Vanderbilt aml. Pacific 
Mail Companies, the Post-Office department, and the Southwestern members." 

We know not to what extent the statements of the Herald's correspondent can be relied upon in the 
particulars above quoted, but as the bill in question is evidently before Cor.gress, we invite your attention 
to some objections to it which we deem very serious, especially as compared with the bill of Senator Hale. 
for a daiLy ove1·land mail, now pending before the ~enate. 

We would premise that we deem it of little consequence, that a measure of such public importunce 
~hould satisfy any private interests. We are unaware of any right that the Vanderbilt or Pacific ~[ail 
Company, or any other private corporation, has, to be consulted as to what mail facilities shall be afforded 
to the Pacific coast. Those companies .do not claim to be purely benevolent institutions; they were or. 
ganized for private gain, only ; and though California has derived benefit from theil· existence, the pre
sumption is that their own members have not gone unrewanled for the enterprise thC:Iy have shown in es· 
tablishing them. Hence, we trust, and from the known character of our delegation in Congress, trust 
confidently, that a deaf ear will be turned to the representations and. solicitations of all private companies, 
and that the overland mail system will be constructed solely with a view to the interests of the conn try; 
and of the Pacific coast. 

Your position and feelings as Californian~, itlenlifit:d by long residence, large interests, and social and 
domestic ties, with the prosperity of the State, and your course as public men, assure us that you must 
and do appreciate the importance to California of constructing an overland system which shall have the 
elements of frequency and permanence. 1f your eflorts can secure to California, permanently,, a daily 
overland mail, running on a fair schedule of time, you will have done more to entitle yourselves t.o the 
gratitude of your constituents than has yet been done by any of our representatives or senators: and you, 
gentlemen, know well that you do not represent an ungrateful or unappreciative constituency. 

Occupied, as you must necessarily be, by the numerous ether ln.rge interests before Congress, and 
liable, from your very proximity to the subject, to be more. or les~ influenced, unconsciously, by the rep· 
resentations of interested parties, you will readily understand that no personnl tliHespect is intended to any 
one of you, in an assumption that there may be considerations affecting this suhject which possibly have 
escaped your notice, or been overbalanced by others not really so important. Some of these we now pre
sent to your consideration. We present them in tho spirit of friendly confidence which should subsist 
between constituent and representative, and in t.he manner which we deem most consistent .with rcsp~ct 
for you and for ourselves. 

i'o have the mail carried overland frequently, daily if possible, is conceded to be one of the highest 
inter~sts of California, and it is w!lnted for no temporary exi&rency, but as a permanent part of the· general 
postal system of the country.. It must, therefore~ to be permanent,. be·made .as pel'feot as possible. It 
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will not do to construct a system liable, by reason of its own imperfections and intrinsically temporary 
character, to constant alteration, and possible repeal. It must not, by its defects, invite change, or even 
criticism ; it must, in a word, to be permanent, be, at least in its essential features, tlte best we can de
vise. 

To be this, it must fulfil four principa~ conditions, viz. : 
1st. It must equally connect all sections of the Mississippi Valley with the Pacific coast, for which 

a northern central, and southarn routes; are necessary. 
2d. It rnust incidentally supply the mails to the remote front iar settlements, such as Pike's Peak, 

Salt Lake Valley, Arizona, New-Mexico, and the valley of the Rio Grande. 'rhe country will never con
sent to keep up an overland system for California and Oregon, which entails the necessity of a separate 
and· expensive system of frontier mails. · 

3J. It must, as far as possible, pursue the most direct routas; or else there will be a constant ten~ 
dency to substitute direct for circuitous communication, and thus permanency be endangered. 

4th. It must carry the entire mail. I( it does not, it fa ils to fulfil the great function of mail 
communication, invites invidious criticism by its exceptional character, degenerates from the · posi
tion of a permanent institution to that of a temporary expedient, and perpetuates the necessity of keeping 
alive a rival system, which it is intended to supersede. 'rhe bill in question does not, in our j udgment; 
fulfil these conditions. 

Tt is useless to disguise t.he fact, that ocean steamers oa~· carry a semi-monthly or :tri·rriont.hly mail 
much more cheaply than the same mail (much less a tri-weekly one) can be carried overland, and·the· 
argument for overland mails, if based on pecuniary considerations alone, must fail. The reason~ in it.s favor 
are different from, and far higher than the mere saving of money. Frequency of communication, con-· 
fining the mails to· our own territory, terminating the isolation of the Pacific coast, protecting the 
telegraph; pioneering the railroad, encouragement to emigration, opening the wilderness, civilizing. the· 
frontier, supplying the interior points on the continent with intelligence-these are ccrnsiderations far 
more important than dollars and cents. To you we need not enlarge upon them, for to you they are 
famil iar. 

But it will never answer, by maintaining the two systems of ocean and overland mails side by side,·to 
invite a constant compa~ison of the only weak point of o~r case. with the only strong one that min b~made 
by. the advocates of the ocean route, viz, t!te point of expense. Hence we must either carry the wllole 
mail overl~nd and dispense wit.h ocean service, or we must be pt·epared to see the ocean liq.e, it some 
time, engross the whole mail, and dispense with the overland service. We regard it as im.lisputablc that 
any overland mail which carries letters only, must. of necessity be a mere temporarj expedient, whicli 
cannot endure beyond a year or two, for it is essentially imperfect in its nature. . 

The bill published in the Herald uffers the steamship company $.!00,000 for carrying the printed mat'.. 
ter and franked documents; it is known, they would as soon carry the whole mai l for that su.m as -'ni!le~ 
teen twentieths of it; and hence the effect of the bill, if passed, must be to perpetually present a compar• 
ison in point of mere economy between the 1 wo se!•.'ices, to the detriment of the overland system. . it will 
be called, and with some justice, a fancy mail, a mail for show--'' an expensive national to.y," &c.; anJ 
must be in constant danger of repeal wheneve1· Congress takes one of its pet:iodical fits of economy. 

Besides, if the printed matter and frank eel documents are to go hj steamer, of what.· ·pract~cal use 
are the letter mails for which, by this bill, $662,000 per annum are to be paid, whereas, we alreacfy have 
».contract for an entire letter mail by the present overland route? Would · not the· •>verfafid oom
pany, for an addition of one half that sum to their present pay, and liberty. t•> abandon · tlieir u~eless 
Mernphis and Fort Smith branch, increase their speed and run twice as often ? They c~~ld :Well afford 
io do it, and thus give us more frequent communication, and save $331,000 per year. 
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But if Congress consents to establish, how long will it consent to maint.ain two mere letter mails 
which eonnect;· practically, the· same ·points (St. Louis and Saa -Francisco), the -one running a.'r"o~nd in a 
semi-cil:cle·;. for· $600,000 per anr-10m, and the other stretching; across, like its U.iameter, for $4@,000? 
We wou.ld be unreasonablA to expect it. . . 

lb;trikes u s, too, that the proposed measure will require 11n aduit.ional mail to Pike's Peak, as that 
place does not lie on either o.f th~ overland routes to be established by it, and (a more important fau lt) 
thM it leaves New-Orleans without a direct maiL Do but trace on the map the course of a lotte·r from 
New-Orleans, vz'a St. Lonis, over the present Overland Mail Company's route. It starts fmm latitude 
30°, goes north to St. Lou is, latitude 39°; thence r::outh to Camp Stocton, latitude :no; thence west and 
tl}ence .north lo San Francisco, latitude 37°, forming a line not unlike a figure 2, and running unneces
sarily over 16° of latitude, eleven hundred and four statute miles, or allowing for sinuosities of the roads, 
say twelve hundred. miles of distance uselessly and unnecessarily travelled. Is such a mode of mail com
munication defensible? Can it possibly remain permanent?, If it has, incomprehensibly, satisfied the 
southwestern members (which we seriously doubt) will it, or ought it to sal:isfy tlteir constituents? The 

. truth is, that the mails from St. I .. ouis should all go over the central route, which ·is the 'most direct 
and by far the shorte)>t. . On the other hand, the na~ural eastt~rn terminus of the route through Southern 
California, A~.izgna, and Texas (the present overland route), is New-Orleans, not :::lt. Louis. In its 
present horseshoe form, it cannot be connected with, or form part of, any system of overland mails; 
from its great lei1gth it cannot. carry .an entire mail, and carrying letters only it is distanced by the 
Pony Express, and rendered of litHe usc even for that. 

'l'hese are facts to which we cannot shut our eyes, for they must be dealt with in the contem
plated legislation. It is in the recognition of them, in dealing plainly with them, and cutting the Gordian 
knot, that Senator Hale's bill is so. immensely superior to al l the others now before Congress. And, we 
add our conviction, ~ha.t any overland mail system which blinks them, will necessarily be imperfect and 
uneconomical, must need an ocean mail to supply its deficiencies, and hence must contain, within itsel(, 
the elements of it.s own destruction. 

Deeming Senator Hale's bill, which calls for a daily oveTland mail, carrying the whole mail 
and supplying equally the North, 1\{iddle, and South, the bGst, ami indeed the only sy~tem that ca~ 
be devisell, we urge you most earnestly to take it as the basis of legislation, improving its details 
as far as possible. 'rhose improvements would mainly consist in an increase of speed. The mail 
ought to go from St. Louis to San Francisco, over the Central route, in twenty days. 'l'o do this 
it must go from St. .Joseph to Placerville in eighteen, or about three miles and a half an hour, 
which is not too much speed to exact. A pt·emium should be off~red all the lines, to encourage 
more rapid 'trips, and a penalty be affixed to slower ones. 'l'he damages to the Overland Mail 
Company should be increased to a su.fficient sum to compensate them, fairly for the loss occasion~d 
by abandoning the useless half of the horse shoe. 

With a system enacted such as Sen~tor Hale's bill proposes, see what encouragements to 
overland emigration to California we wouh1 be able_ to offer, especially as compared to the present 
Horseshoe route; measuring on the map as accurately as we can, the distances appear as follows: 
Present Overland ruute from St. Louis to San Francisco ............ , •. . ............. miles 2,4tl0 

Of which 100 is by ra il, and 2,380 by stage. 
St. Louis to San Francisco, via Hannibal, St. Joseph, and Cent.ral route .....•.....•.•. • . 2,0:'50 

Of which 440 by rail, and ~teamboat, and 1,610 by stage. 
New-Orleans to San Franuisco, via Galveston, Columbus, San Antonio, El Paso, Fort Yuma, 

taking steam at San Pedro, per Hale's pill ................. . .........•....••.. , .• 2,340 
Of which 845 by railroad and steam, and 1,495 by stage. 
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To resume: 
Staging. by present route, . • .• . . ... .••••••....•.... . . . . .. . . .... . •.••••... miles 2,380 
By Central route ........ .. ......••• •. •...•.......... , ......... . ........ .. ... 1,610 
By Hale's ::5outhcrn route • ... ..... . .... , , , •• , .................•.. . .. . .. . .. . .. 1,495 
Difference in favor of C~ntral route.. . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 770 

do in favor of Southern route ...•....... . ...... . ...•.. .. .......... . ; . . . 8S5 

Besides supplying Pike's Peak, Salt Lake Valley, and all the frontier posts, with a mail, ami saving 
all ocean transportation. 

vVe commend these figures to your earnest attention, atHl urge you to unite in an effort to 
obtain for the Pacific Coast a daily overland mail, which sltall connect San F-rancisco witlt tlte M issis
st'j;pi rivc1· in twenty days. 

We are, gentlemen, 
Very respectfully, 

New-York, May 22d, 18\10./ 
Your obedient servants, 

G EO. GORDON, 

EUGENE KELLY & COy 
THEODORE PAYNE, V 

DOUG LAS & CO., 

JOHN C. HEWLETT, 

J Y. HALLOCK & CO., 

L. B. BENCHLEY, 

JOHN K. HACKETT. 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

By Yeote 

It was hoped that we could start the new priced catalog of the known mark
ings of New Mexico Territory in this issue. However, careful analysis of the 
Society budget, with its present commitments for the Pony Express ·story, etc., 
reveals that we can't afford it until some later time. Also I find that my personal 
budget won't allow the continued costs of private searches in the National Archives 
necessary to present the postal history of a new territory in each issue. However, 
I now have most of the data on Orleans Territory and hope to work th is up for the 
next issue . 

Several more covers showing territorial use of the ten-cent "over t he 
Rockies" rate have been reported. These ·include one in theM . C . Nathan collec
tion from Gold Hill, N ~ T., with two of the 3¢ ' 61 plus a 1¢ '61 on a 3¢ Nesbitt en
velope to Vermont . The date is 10 August 1862. Another is in the K. H. Priestley 
collection showing the Walla Walla, W. T., straight-line on a 3¢ Wells Fargo 
entire with two 3¢ '61 and a 1¢ a61 addressed to Michigan. The date i s 19 Novem
ber 1862. Walla Walla was a name-change from Wailepta made on 8 September 
1862, so this is an early Walla Walla cover. 

In a previous issue I stated that the "over the Rockies" rate went into 
effect on 1 July 1861. Since this rate was established by the Act of 27 February 
1861, which became law on that date, the 1 July date has been questioned by one 
of our readers. Three days after the above Act, the Post Office Appropriation Bill 
became law on 2 March 1861. This bill provided for the transfer of the Butterfield 
Line to the central route. Service under the new Central Overland contract was 
to commence on 1 July 1861. The bill also gave to the Postmaster General the 
right to change certain route services until this date, and it is my belief that the 
PMG did not institute the tencent "over the Rockies" rate until the commencement 
of the Butterfield contract on the central route. I have not yet found proof of this, 
but am on the track of same and will report my findings in the next issue. 

To the list of abbreviations used in Arizona postmarks should be added 
"Arizona Terr." . This recently was noted on a Gila Bend, 1883. 

Further research has revealed the following additional information concern
ing the postal history of Northwes t Territory. {You may wish to make suitable no
tations in the article on this territory which appeared in the July 1960 issue of W. E.) 
Frederick Bates was appointed postmaster of Detroit on 7 September 1802, at which 
time Detroit was in Indiana Territory. The first postmaster appointment to Vincennes 
was made about November 1799. William McCulloch was appointed first postmaster 
to Zanesville about March 1799. The Postmaster General wrote to the postmaster at 
Marietta under date of 5 Aug 1802 as follows: "New Postoffices have been esta
blished at the following places in North Western Territory viz: Middletown, 
Williamsburg, Hamilton, Franklin, Dayton, & Staunton. I pray you, (taking the 
advice of Judge Meggs & others, your friends) to give me the name of a suitable 
postmaster for each of these offices without delay. The public service will be in
jured by an inattention to this request." The records show that postmasters were 
appointed to Middletown and Williamsburg in September 1802, but no record of 
territorial appointment to the other offices mentioned has come to light. Official 
appointment to Dayton was made on 12 December 1803, to Staunton after Ohio 
statehood, and to Franklin and Hamilton apparently not until January 1805. How-
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ever, it is possible that these offices were in actual operation during territorial 
days, despite the lack of official appointments . 

Additional research on Southwest Territory gives us the appointment 
date of George Roulstone to Knoxville as 4 November 1794. 

Markings of several New Mexico towns have been reported for the first 
time. P. T. Manly has come up with El Pueblo (1880) 1 Hilario (1911), San Jon 
(191 OL and Swarts (190 ?) . Yeote recently acquired Maxwell (1909 ?) . 

N . L. Persson has recently acquired a scarce cover bearing "Tucson, N. M." 
in manuscript. It is dated 21 November 1858, and is addressed to Virginia. This 
is the earliest so far reported from Tucson, and was carried on the Butterfield 
Route. 

Information has been requested on the postmaster appointments to the 
post offices in the vicinity of what is now Denver . These are as follows in 
chronological order: 

Montana, K. T . established 18 January 1859 with David Griffith appoint
ed postmaster . Discontinued on 1 October 185 9 . 

Auraria, K.T. established 18 January 1859 with Henry Allen , postmaster. 
Name changed to Denver City on 11 February 1860. 

Cora ville, K. T. estab . 22 March 1859 with Matthias Snyder 1 Jr . , post
master. Richard Edes appointed postmaster on 22 April 185 9 . Office 
discontinued on 25 June 1859. 

Denver City, K.T. estab. 11 February 1860 as a name - change from Auraria . 
Henry Allen, postmaster , Was in Colo . Terr . from28 February 1861. 

Denver City , C. T. u.pon establishment of Colo . Terr. on 28 February 1861 . 
Samuel C. Curtis appointed postmaster on 7 March 1861. Wifliain 
N . Byers appointed 18 March 1864. Name changed to Denver on 
13 February 1866. 

Denver, C. T. estab . 13 February 1866 as a name-change from Denver 
City . William N . Byers, postmaster . Andrew Sagendorf appointed 
6 March 1866 . 

Note that Montana o Coraville, and Auraria existed at the same time . It 
is probable that there was little, if any, post office activity at 
Montana. It was essentially abandoned in February 185 9. 

Evidence shows that the double-circle Denver City, Kas. postmark was 
used until about May 1861 despite the office being in Colorado Terr. since February . 
In fact, this marking may have been used only after the existence in Kansas Terr. 
ceas ed! Does anyone have evidence of its use prior to 28 February 1861? And 
what is the earliest known use of the single-circle Denver City C. T. marking? 
I believe the one in the Darlington Collection (present owner?) was dated 7 May 1861 • 

Anyone care to chip in on helping to defray the costs of searcher's fees 
at the National Archives to dig out the data on the mail contracts and military 
express arrangements on the Santa Fe Trail, 1846-50? 
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UNUSUAL POSTMARKS 

By Harry L. Fine 

Before the completion of the Pacific railroads to California in 186 9, it 
was a five months trip for freighters to reach the Montana gold fields from 
Missouri and Nebraska points. Upon completion of the Pacific railroad, Corinne 
in Northern Utah Territory became the starting point for the stage and freight lines 
for Montana Territory, a distance of 500 miles to Bannock and Virginia City, 
Montana. 

In 1878 the building of the Utah and Northern Railroad was started from 
Ogden, Utah Terri tory. As it progressed through Idaho and in to Montana it had 
many termini. Thus the "Terminus" postmarks in Idaho and Montana were applied 
at the constantly changing end of the line, a most unusual situation. 

The Utah and Northern was the first railroad into Montana Territory. Its 
first Montana "Terminus" was Deer Lodge, a distance of 550 miles. Later on it 
terminated at Silver Bow and in 1883 went on to Butte. The road is now a part of 
the Union Pacific Railroad. In 1878, 100 miles of track was completed, 36 miles 
in 1879 and on March 9, 1880 the line reached Montana Territory. Completion of 
the railraod terminated the stage routes over the trail from Corinne and Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Completion also terminated the "Terminus" postmarks. 

It is to be noted the Idaho "Terminus" postmark illustrated here is dated 
April 11, 1880, a month after the line crossed into Montana Territory. Evidently 
the Montana "Terminus" handstamp had not yet been received. 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

by M. C. Nathan 

Bidwells Bar was at one time a flourishing mining camp on 
the Feat her River in the Si erra Nevada of California. This 
fol ded letter is unique because i t i s the only one known t o 
date with a 12 1/2, 40 or 80 cent rate from the Bid wells 
Bar Pos t Office. Confirmation of the postma ster's appoint
ment was not made from Washington until July 10 I 1851. 
Evidently the local authorized agent of the Post Office De
partment made the appoint ment many weeks earlier . 

Bidwell's Bar May 24th 1851 

Dear Friend Henry: 

I mus t confess my negligence in not answeri ng your lett er but I have an 
apol ogy whi ch I b e g o f you as a friend to accept. 

When I wrot e you las t some time last summer I had as good hope s of a 
for tune as a ny man in Cal . and had nothing occurred to mar them ere this I should 
have paid you a visit in person. but alas! they failed and with them went some
thing that I valued more th a n I did anything e l se that was the loss of public c on
fidence and tha t too without any fault of mine only by my t oo trusting nat ure . 

And how it was must ever rest a profound secret be tween us as the repu ta
tio n of one who is now in the grave is involved in it and I would not u.nn~cessarily 
pain his friends who are friends of mine and I do not wish to wound their feelings 
for the mere sati s faction of recounting t he injuries done me by their relative . I 
placed myself last spring in a situation where I had to court public favor. It was 
in a ferry where I had an opposition 1 I was an adept at it and gained so many 
friends th a t I at last run over all o pposition and came out wi th a valuable ferry 
a ll to myself (that is) with my partner Peter Van Bramer. I took h im in with me merely 
because he was an old acquaintance and I knew him at home, he was not the man 
tha t was able to t a ke care of his money or even to acquire i t wi thout a noth e r head t o 
help h im and what was more was not a companionable fellow for me ei ther I but I 
took him with me to g ive him one half we made and placed all the confidence in him 
I would have done in my own father, in a g reat measure our prospect s failed, and 
he took to d rinking. But after a good deal of persuasion I prevailed on hi m t o stop I 
and again attend to his business. Our ferry was now our only support and I was 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER (Cont'd) 

Dept. Sheriff was frequently away from home on business 1 I left him in charge at 
home but never a llowed h im to make any contracts where I was concerned. Things 
went on in this way until I got ready to go to Oregon. But before this I had signed 
notes with some of my friends to the amount of about $800 1 and thinking some of 
the m as beginning to be rather doubtful I did not know but what they might fail 
to meet their engagements and make me some trouble in taking my property before 
I returned 1 to pay some of these debts. I therefore when I got ready to start 
made Pete promise two things. One was that he would stay until I returned and 
the other was that he would not drink. And then give him papers to hold the pro
perty until my return or to sell and dispose of in case of my death. I left for 
Oregon with the expectation of being gone two months. 

I had been gone but one week when he had sold out everyth ing we had and 
left for the States and I returned from Oregon to find that he had ruined me. I only 
took money enough with me to carry me through about $250, leaving with him $650 
in cash and property to the amount of $2000 if it had been judiciously disposed of 
one half of which belonged to him he sold the whol e for $1400 and when I came 
here I was looked upon as a broke man and most of tllose who were here were 
strangers to me so quick does things change here. You may know how mortifying 
it was to me to come into a place where I once had many friends without one now 
who dare call himself so and with that confidence that people used t o put in my 
word which was as good for $1000 as it had been for one 1 but now was worth noth
ing. I went to a lawyer to f i nd what I could do and try to get it back 1 but th ey 
were making from one to three hundred dollars per day with the ferry and they bought 
the judge and bribed the lawyers and I was left without a show to get even. 

The same ferry could not now be bought for $5000 it has made since Pete 
sold it - $12 1 000 clear of all expenses and the company that own it are now build
ing a bridge for fear that I will beat them in a suit that is now pending in the Dis
trict Court in this County so you see that I can expect nothing more from that quar
ter and I must go into something else. I have thought of mining but it is an uncer
tain way of getting a living and not having done much at it I think I shall make a 
poor out at it. 

But I am one of the k ind that never dis pairs and so I must soon begin. 
Miners now are making only $5 per day about here and it is not expected that they 
will make much more this summer as the "Diggins" in Cal are scattering an uncer
tain about one in a thousand are doing well the balance are nearly all strapped and 
looking for places to make big strikes. One in a thousand will get rich the balance 
will get poor in trying. I saw an old friend of fathers who is from Cal. Co. who 
has been prospecting about in the mountains for six months who says that there is 
no certain prospect now in them his name is Platner he started from Mich. to come 
here • But I have come to the conclusion that there is a fortune of a few thousand 
for me yet in this Country and I mean to lay my bones here or have it - my he alth 
is good but I never enjoyed better in my life than since I had the Chol era l ast fall. 
I came near dying then in San Francisco and after we got out to sea 

1 
I was out two 

day before I came too enough to know it - but on account of adverse winds we were 
33 days f~om San Francisco to Portland which was sufficient to strengthen me again. 
We went 1nto Umpqua River and staid eight days it is 200 miles below the mouth 
of the Columbia a bad harbor 1 the Bark Bostona lay there wrecked and bottom side 
up whole cargo lost. I was ready for a swim one time when we were on our way 
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out. We came very near going into the breakers at one time b ut the Capt. let go 
the anchor in 2 1/4 fathoms water this brought her head about and at the same 
moment a fa vorable breeze sprung up and in a few minutes we cleared the entrance 
a shout went up from the deck of the old Brig that made the shores echo above the 
roar of the waters and then we punished the Ale Cider and Champaigne that night 
was a caution to bottle makers in about 40 hours we came in s ight of the mouth of 
the Col . (Columbia) but it was five days before we could effect an entrance on 
account of the rough weather. Once we lay in a gale for eight hours that nearly 
lay us on our beams ends we had to stave all the bulwarks on the lee side once 
before she would come up . No pilot could come to us so we staid from Monday 
until Sunday when we sailed in without a pilot 1 the Capt. had never been there be
fore. I re turned i n a steamer a nd was five days in returning. 

If I had not taken that trip I might now have been worth $10 1 000 but the 
past cannot be recalled only in mind and the future I hope may find me with mum 
more prudence and not give the opportunity to be robbed again it is the second time 
I have been broke up here by a partner. 

I want you to write to me as soon as you get this and give my regards to 
John Penoyer tell all tha t are interested in my welfare that I am not coming to the 
States without a pile though I have been here two years and have not got it yet 
this must b e confidential as fa r as Peter's conduct is concerned for I would not 
have his friends know I wrote you this. I am young yet and if I am spared I s ha ll 
perhaps visit the State s again so with my best res pect s to your wife and child and 
my t hanks for your good wishes I must close my subscribing myself 

Your humble and sincere friend 

Hooer 

Direct your letter to Bidwells Bar 
Butte Co. Cal. 

*********************************** 

Editor's Note: Through inadvertent circumstances 1 the letter promi s ed for this 
issue was not forthcoming. In order not to disappoint the many members asking 
for continuance of this subject in each issue 1 it was necessary to resort to my 
own collection for material. Will you please send me your interesting letters so 
we will have other localities and categories of the West always available for 
future issues. 
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WESTERN COVERS WANTED: 
Expresses 1 Ships 1 Territorial Packets I 
Postmarks 1 Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for 
the Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers 1 and we 
can add rare and choice items to en
hance the albums of a well known 
collection 1 anything from a Ghost 
Town Cover to a rare Pony Express 
Cover. Write and let us know your 
wants or ask for our auction catalog 
which often contains fine Western 
items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 3 6 1 N.Y. 

Rates per issue are as follows: 
Full page $20.00; half page $10.00; 
quarter page $5. 00; one-eighth page 
$2. 50. Yearly contract 1 20% discount. 
Mail direct to the Treasurer 1 Henry 
Chaloner 1 2612 Ashby Ave. 1 Berkeley 
5 1 California . 

BUYING 

Nearly anything in WESTERN COVERS 1 

including Alaska 1 Arizona Territory 1 

California 1 Hawaii 1 Nevada Terr. & 
statehood I New Mexico Terr. I Oregon I 
etc. Both towns and expresses. 

Will buy individual items 1 accumula
tions , or entire collections. W ill. 
even buy the 'tailings' after you take 
out the ' Nuggets' . 

Try us with something nice. As many 
of you already know 1 we frequently 
pay real crazy prices for some little 
thing we want. 

MR. & MRS. MARDEN F. ROSS 
P. 0. Box 98 Oakdale 1 Calif. 

AUCTION ACTION 

Conspicuous by its absence in this issue is "Auction Action" by 
James E. Berry. Jim always meets the deadline but something must 
have happened this time. It may have been lack of material, the 
move to a new home 1 a very busy Las Vegas season or lost in the 
shuffle of the Christmas mails. What happened Jim? Expect a 
top notcher for the April issue. 

WANTED: New Mexico andArizona 
Territorial Markings . Send with 
price . If you have such materia l 
that is not for sale 1 I would like 
to make records of it. Prompt re
turns and postage both ways of 
course. 

DR. S. H . DIKE 
1 611 Bayita Lane N. W. 
Albuquerque 1 New Mexico 
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WANTED 

For private purchase or for auction 

FINE 19th CENTURY COVERS 

Express - Towns - Territorials 
Corner Cards - Patriotics - General 

Issues- Confederates, Etc. 

I MAINTAIN 

A large stock of all types of 19th 
Century cover items 

Let me know your wants • 

SAMUEL C. PAIGE 

45 Bromfield Street 
Boston 8, Mass. 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING 
IS IN THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction, 
sell 

your collection 
to us or through us. 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

WANTED - U. S. COVERS 

4¢ Rate to France, 1870- 1874 

9¢ Rate toFrance, 1874 -1876 

Submit with price to 

MILLARD H. MACK 
3 93 0 Red Bud Avenue 
Cincinnati 2 9, Ohio 

"Any time you want a testimonial to the drawing power of 
advertisements in WE I'll be glad to write one for you!" 

Millard H. Mack 
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