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EDITOR'S CORNER 

That time of year has come around again when we must speak of a somewhat unpleasant 
subject - dues. In December our Treasurer sends out his notices for 1964. The dues 
are regular membership $8.00, sustaining $15 . 00 and patron $25.00. Contributions are 
also welcome. We again reiterate that we haven't a single paid employee; practically 
every dollar goes into 'Western Express . " Therefore, whatever we can give you in read
ing matter depends on how much money comes in to pay for publication. Our ever willing 
volunteer staff wants to do a bigger and better job for you. 

*********************** 

Please note that Dr. W. Scott Polland has contributed three fine illustrated articles in 
this issue . He has given us a couple more for the January is sue. In addition he has 
promised to be a regular contributor to "Western Express" under the heading of "My 
Observations" starting in January . As chairman of our Experti z ing Committee for many 
years, Dr . Polland has had the opportunity of examining many western covers both good 
and bad. His analyses have been learned and unbiased. "Western Express " is proud 
to be the medium of bringing to you the knowledge this gene rous scholar is willing to 
share . 

*********************** 

Our member, Warren Howell of John Howell - Books , 434 Post Street, San Francisco 2 , 
California , is seeking information on correspondence and covers to or from John Parrott, 
California pioneer and American Consul, Mazatlan, Mexico . He is either interested in 
buying the material or will pay for photostats. 

*********************** 

Dr. Joseph A. Baird, Jr., an Associate Professor at the University of California, is 
beginning a definite work about early California letter-sheets, to be privately printed by 
one of the fine San Francisco printers . He wants the name and address of anyone who 
has a collection of these lettersheets . This will allow him to know where the material 
is, and in time arrange for more direct study of it . If interested, please correspond 
with him direct . His address is 114 Toyon Drive, Fairfax , California. 

*********************** 

ADDENDA 

The following has been added to the list of known Pony Express covers by Ezra D. Cole: 

Eastbound - Wells Fargo oval Sacramento, May 12 (1861) 
tying $2 . 00 red Pony adhesive and 10¢ Ul6 with St. Jo. May 24 
postmark . Addressed to New Jersey . 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#432 D. T . Beals III, 5049Wornall Rd ., Kansas City 12, Missouri 
:11:433 Emanuel G . Brooks, 2323 Avenue X, Brooklyn 35 , New York 
:11:434 Robert D . McCormick, 1252 Stanislaus St ., Escalon, Calif. 
:11:43 5 H. Lazarus, 29 Wadsworth Ave . , New York 33, N . Y . 

Page 2 

:11:436 J. V. Stepleton, R.R. :11:2, Centerville , Ind. 47330 
:11:43 7 Gerard P. Koch 1 13 02 Viento Lane, Woodland, Calif . (Patron Membership) 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

# 2 6 Charles F . Meroni , 715 Portwine Dr. Deerfield, Ill. 
# 3 9 Dr . Sheldon H . Goodman, 90 Corte Alejo 1 San Rafael , Calif. 
#208 Constant R. Johnson , 747 Bateman St . , Galesburg, Ill. 
:11:332 Frederick A. Valentine, 2107 Camden Ave., Los Angeles 25 , Calif. 
#351 Stanley H . Waite, 57 Beals St ., Brookline, Mass . 02146 
:11:382 David L. Jarrett , P . 0 . Box 1486, Grand Central Sta ., NewYork 17, N .Y . 
:11:383 Charles N . Peters , 1507 Broadway Terrace, Oakland, Calif. 
:11:422 Col. James T. DeVoss , Route 1, Box 37A, State College, Pa . 

:11:370 Hon . Swift Berry 
:11:403 John H. Grainger 

:11:222 John E . Tomkinson 

RESIGNED 

NECROLOGY 

WESTERN EXPRESS is published quarterly by the Western Cover Society, a non-profit 
organization. Membership in the Society includes subscription to the quarterly. 
Dues are $8.00 per year for regular members; $15 . 00 for contributing members and 
$2 5 . 00 for patron members. Single copies of WESTERN EXPRESS are $2 . 00 . 
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THE CAPITALS OF CAUPORNIA 

An Editorial 

We have been asked by members from time to time to clear up the data on the 
locations and dates of California •s capitals so as to end the controversy on the subject. 
We have gathered information from reliable sources which we feel certain clears up 
the subject and so pass it on to all of our members . 

It has often been surmised that Monterey was the first capital of California 
under American jurisdiction . Perhaps that was due to the fact that it was the Mexican 
capital just before California was ceded to the United States by Mexico under the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848 . However while the "Convention of 
California in the Formation of the State Constitution" in September and October 1849 
was held in Monterey , the first session of the Legislature met in San Jose and State 
officials had their offices there. So we must consider that the first capital of California 
under U. S . jurisdiction was San Jose . 

The following then are the capitals and dates of meetings of the State of 
California Legislatures: 

1st . Session 

2nd Session 

3rd Session 

4th Session 

5th Session 

Organized Dec. 15, 1849 at San Jose, and adjourned,·. 
after a session of 129 days, on April 22, 1850 , 
adopting a Constitution. 

California admitted to the Union Sept. 9 , 185 0 
(California never had Territorial status) 

Organized at San Jose, January 6, 1851 , and 
adjourned after a session of 116 days, on May 1, 1851. 

Organized at Vallejo, January 5, 1852; removed to 
Sacramento. January 12, 1852, and adjourned after a 
session of 121 days, on the 4th of May, 1852. 

Organized at Vallejo , January 3, 1853, removed to 
Benicia, Feb. 4, 1853, and adjourned after a session 
of 137 days, on May 19, 1853. 

Organized at Benicia, January 2, 1854; removed to 
Sacramento Feb. 2 5, 18 54, and adjourned after a 
session of 134 days, on the 15th of May, 1854. 

Sacramento has been the capital ever since. 
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NEW YORK AND CAUFORNIA STEAM SHIP UNE 

By W. Scott Polland 1 M.D. 

'<;f.\';)" I K&( U,Hur.Nl\ 

STEAM SH IP LINE. ,. 

I 11 l: "",\ ~ T II \ :S <; 1 8 () (h 
c·. MOfiGIIN. IIIli NT, 

6 .Bowling Gr&e~ 
NUW \"OilK 

Figure I 

Page 4 

Figure I shows a cover with a most unusual corner card 1 that of the 
New York and California Steam Ship Line 1 one of two known of the same correspon
dence and both mailed from Columbia, California, to Bangor, Maine, probably in 
1853. It would be interesting to know how these envelopes arrived in California, 
since according to Wiltsee's "Gold Rush Steamers" this company was incorporated 
in New York in March 1853 and actually only lasted until July 1853, a period of a 
little over four months. Its fleet of vessels included the Winfield Scott, Cortes, 
United States and Union; all good vessels. 

The Winfield Scott had originally arrived in San Francisco in April, 1852, 
as the first ship of a new steamship comp11ny "New York and San Francisco Steamship 
Company. " Macondray and Company, a leading commercial firm were her agents. 
Later in 1852 the very fine steamship Cortes was added to this line. When tpe New 
York and California Steam Ship Line was formed, it apparently absorbed the New York 
and San Francisco Steamship Company. 

Why the original New York and California Steam Ship Line should disband 
in July 1853 it is hard to say, but it was accompanied by the absorption of the 
steamer Cortez by the Nicaragua Steamship Company and the Winfield Scott by 
the Pacific Mail Line . This whole period of steamship lines and steam ship owner
ship is very confusing, undoubtedly due to the selling of the Vanderbilt Line by 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Esq. to the Accesory Transit Company of Nicaragua. In April 
1853 the new company becomes the Nicaragua Steamship Company . 
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NEW YORK AND CAUFORNIA STEAM SHIP LINE (Cont •d) 

In an advertisement on June 23, 1853, the words Vanderbilt Line are 
mentioned for the last time. From July 15, 1853, the advertisements of the Nicar
agua Steamship Company usually carried in large type "Through Ahead of the Mail" 
and were signed by two associates of Vanderbilt, Charles Morgan, Agent, New York 
and c. K. Garrison, Agent, San Francisco. These two had jockeyed Vanderbilt out 
of control of the Nicaragua steamers by backing William Walker in his filibustering 
expedition to Nicaragua. Of course Vanderbilt would have his revenge, but this is 
another story . 

.. rev; 1-0P.K&C~LlFO!WL\ 
STE.d.M oll1P LJPB. 

Petit <!00 \N .FRANCI..,.CO, 
VJA NICARAQU~. 

OBGJ..l!l", A 
G :Bowling Green. 

N:EW T'OP.lt 

Figure II 

Figure II illustrates another rare cover with a corner card similar to 
Figure I, but having printed below "For San Francisco" the words "Via Nicaragua". 
The words "Steam Ship Line" are slanted instead of straight; otherwise they are the 
same. This is undoubtedly an envelope used by the Nicaragua Steam Ship Company, 
but why the words New York and California Steam Ship Line, instead of the Nicaragua 
Steamship Company. It is my feeling that the new company under Morgan and Garri
son wanted to avoid identification with Vanderbilt and the Nicaragua route , which 
had developed a sorry reputation amongst the passengers while managed by Vanderbilt. 

Figure III is an advertisement of this company in 1855. It is still headed 
"New York and California Steam Ship Line" but in fine print it states "The Accessory 
Transit Company of Nicaragua, Proprietors 11 and "Through in Advance of the Mail." 
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NEW YORK AND CALIFORNIA STEAM SHIP LINE (Cont'dl 

UDUCTION Of PIUOQ 1"0 8UfY T'H£ TtMU. 

NEw -ro·RK « c:ux~l>R-Ni~\ ·s'fE.AifsijiPLifil 
'V'XA XXO..s...a.AG"''A; . ~ 

THF. SJlODT£8'1' BOtJTB ro.t 

SAN FR-ANCISCO. 
4th and "'h oC ~ell M•nt.a. 

'l'loe .... ~ ... ...,.,. '1'111't.t~ 0<1~1 of al41!nsu, ~~ - ----Th-u&1a htu..--eeot.aa.e •ann 
700 :uille11 ahortitt ·tha!l ay otbea' Jloote, a~ 

in.( the de...Uy PIUWlt* Pfl'tr~vm I~ 
ctur;arou hOa~mP.-a •s· 

1R£ ~Pf.tNblb OOtlii~ f:StJI!ilfl !mUMsull' 

NORTHERN LIGHT, 
<'at>t• TJN&Lf:P.&Vtli1., 8,600 ...._ looll;'the-.. 

Willi•••• IY<m~ l'ier ~~· ::,.~orel~';'il'N~~t"l<, P. M., :pnollel:r, 

On MONDAY, M AY 21st, 186$. 
Oonok tlllt; 'lriih tile la.l!t aD<I fs,a<lli! llollbl•lln.floe &~•hlp 

'O'NOL:m &A·M: , 
lt&OO ...... ~~a ..... , 

oYer til• :er~ '1'rluolllta-., baYJ .. 1M Tweln KU.. o 
.Lu<l T~o., by 0uri11ps. 

Pot lbto._uon or_ .. a& tile redacod,... _, 4111)> t9 

C)IJARI.E8 B OBGAJ¥, A.teu~ 
Mo. 2 BowDilJ Green, H. 'l 

' · '· 

RATES OF PASSAGE. 
... 

.\II ,..r\'at•l". Ulllf lin<t <:-t~bitt f>l'l<'i'. 

lnc!nding a P~p ovet the'rl'anait Route, from the 
AU.Utic to the hotfic Ocean. 

- --....... - -
Bag_~l'll)!•' iu :'ltt'lllllShij>. ~6ftb!<. ft·•·•·· 
Ba~"!,'llg•• <>11 Tm11~it }{()uk, 25 lb~. fn: .. • ; ;Ill ·n· .. r 

.:).) ll«. 1.1 •'l'ut...; 11(>r lb • 

Figure III 

Figure IV 1 similar to Figure II 1 is an illustration of a cover in a recent 
Siegal auction . It has a famous pedigree - Emerson 1 Knapp and Wiltsee . It is 
a single rate ship letter 1 addressed beyond the point of entry and has an origin 
less than three thousand miles. It would be interesting to know its exact origin . 
These two covers are the only ones of this type known to the author 1 although 
he has heard that others exist. 

Figure IV 

If any members have covers such as illustrated above or additional 
pertinent information relative to them 1 the writer would appreciate hearing from them . 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

by 

Sheldon H . Dike 

Dave Jarrett writes that F. E . Risvold has a Fort Garland, C . T . cover dated 
3 October 1862 . This Type I marking is later than the one listed in his excellent article 
in the last issue of W. E . He also points out that Sampson's catalog lists one dated 
10 October 1862 , but since he has not seen it he cannot confirm its existence . Anyone 
know the whereabouts of this cover? Please report this or any other Fort Garland mark
ings to Dave. 

Every once in a while one runs across an old timer who likes to talk about how 
some early town was "once the biggest town in the Territory". Such statements are 
almost never correct . But early census data is usually inaccurate because in the case 
of small towns only the county populations or other totals that apply to large areas are 
available . One of the best indicators by which to judge the relative population of early 
small towns is the amount of postal receipts of the post office. Unfortunately almost 
all such data has been destroyed , but a useful set of alternative information is the 
amount of compensation paid to the postmaster. For small offices this was based on 
the amount of postal receipts. Compensation paid to postmasters is given for alternate 
fiscal years ending 30 June in the Official Registers of the United States. For example, 
if one adds all compensation paid during each decade to each postmaster one can con
struct the following table for Arizona Territorial Post Offices that shows the rank of at 
least the six largest post offices for each decade. A dash indicates that the office in 
question was not in operation during that decade; the notation "DR" means that it did 
not rank in the ten largest offices during that decade. The "00" decade includes the 
report for the fiscal year ending 30 June 1911. 

60's 

La Paz 1 

Prescott 2 

Tucson 3 

Yuma 4 

St. Joseph (P. U. Co . ) 5 

Mohave City 6 

Florence DR 

Phoenix DR 

Apache Pas s DR 

Tombstone 

70's 

DR 

1 

2 

3 

DR 

DR 

4 

5 

6 

DR 

3 

1 

7 

DR 

6 

4 

DR 

2 

3 

2 

8 

DR 

DR 

1 

5 

OO's 

3 

2 

7 

DR 

DR 

1 

DR 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES - (Cont'd) 

60's 70's 80 ' s 90 's OO's 

Globe DR 5 9 5 

Flagstaff DR 4 9 

Bisbee DR 6 4 

Douglas -,. 6 

The St. Joseph (Pah Ute County) was located in what is now the southern · 
tip of Nevada . This area was transferred to Nevada by Act of Congress on 5 May 1866. 
However 1 the Arizona Legislature refused to recognize this transfer until 1871. Up to 
this time the post offices in this region (Call ville 1 Overton 1 Saint Joseph 1 and Saint 
Thomas) were considered by the Post Office Department as Arizona offices . 

. New finds of New Mexico postmarks since the last issue are the following . · 
reported by J. H . Van Alsburg: BLACKROCK (1909), COLFAX (1909) , INGRAM (1911), 
PEARSON (1910), and ROGERS ( 1.911). Markings are now known from 625 New Mexico 
territorial post offices . 

No new Arizona towns have .been r~ported . 

. ........... 
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AN INTERESTING COVER AND ITS CONTENTS 

By W. Scott Polland, M.D. 

11 A FORTY NINER WRITES FROM SACRAMENTO CITY 11 

• 

This is one of the earliest Sacramento, California, oval postmarks known 
to the author with the rating block 40, outside the oval. In the Wiltsee collection 
there is an oval of October 31st, 1849 with a sma1140 inside the oval. In the 
Jessup collection there is another one dated November 1st, 1849. 

Sacramento City November 29th 

Dear Henry: 

I am now in California where the broken down merchants come to recruit their wasted 
fortunes and the sanguine to get rich. The country is different from what most of 
them expected, and acquiring a fortune required the hardest kind of living and work. 
It is not everyone that comes here that will get rich, only those who can stand it, 
to work hard 11 stand grief , sleep on the hearth and suckle twins. 11 As yet I have not 
been sick a day though I consider myself fortunate as four of my mess were, and I 
the only well one while in the mines. 

I should like to give you a description of my journey across the plains and moun
tains, but I must defer it until some future time. I shall come home sometime, and 
then I will see you and tell you all about it. I have been at work in the mines four 
weeks and cleared about $500.00 when the wet weather drove me off. The last day 
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AN INTERESTING COVER AND ITS CONTENTS (Cont'd) 

I worked I made forty dollars 1 this I could have made the same for four weeks 1 if 
it had not rained. In the Spring my chance is good there, and I expect to make 
$4,000.00 to $5 , 000.00 if I have my health . Where I worked I had to pack my pro
visions seven miles on my back; co6kthem ourselves e sleep on the ground with a sky 
for a roof and the brush for a pillow . The fare of California flour was $1.00 per 
pound in the mines, pork $2. 50 per pound 1 rice, beans, sugar, coffee, dried apples 
from $1.00 to $1.50 . At such prices it took almost a· fortune to live . Here, board at 
the most common homes is $21. 00 per week, at the best $2 8. 00. This looks like a 
big price, but everything else is. in proportion . Wages while in the mines was from 
$8 . 00 to $10.00 per day for common laborers, carpenters $16 . 00 ; here it is about the 
same. Flour and pprk are worth $35 . 00 to $40.00 per barrel, sugar 20¢ a pound. · 
With th is difference in favor of the city, you can make a fortune in a year if wages 
are the same and if you are around to let yourself. I have not, nor neither will I make 
my money by hiring out by the day. I shall go into business in the city, for go into 
what you please 1 you cannot help but make money. Some that come through this 
season have made $50 1 000.00 already, and started for home, others are doing a good 
business making their money double every few weeks and keeping their chance to make 
a bold strike soon. 

Gambling is carried on almost to an incredible extent, every tavern and hotel or drink
ing house is filled with Monte tables on which are piled from $10,000.00 to $50 1 000.00 
where they play all day and all night . I knew one fellow that made $105,000.00 in 
four nights 1 then started for home. He broke two banks flat, the depositors of which 
tried to kill him . He had to hire a guard until he left the country. 

When it rains here it softens the ground so that it is impossible to travel. Cattle 
mire down, die on the prarie s. The rainy sea son commenced four weeks earlier than 
it did last year . From this until the middle of March we do not expect to see many 
fair days. In the streets of Sacramento there is mud and water nearly knee deep. Some 
of the houses are built on blocks, others had to back carts into their stores and get 
their goods out . 

There are lots selling here now for $2 5, 000. 00 where there are prints of cattle mired 
down last fall a nd spring. 

My time is precious now and I have not time to write more . Give my regards to all 
my friends and write to me as soon as you can. 

Oblige your sincere friend o 

A.A. Hooer 

To H.S. Van De Carr 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

EDITOR'S NOTE: I was given this interesting letter to present to our membership in 
Western Express. Inadvertently I have misplaced the donor's 
name. Please forgive me Mr. Member or friend . 

Belchertown (Mass.) Oct.lst/49 

My Dear Mrs . Stone -
To-days mail brought me a letter from Charles and though I am very 

weary I shall copy it nearly entire for you to-night. "One hundred miles West of the 
'South Pass ' and fifteen from Ft. Bridger , July 3/49- I am told there will be an oppor
tunity to send to the States from Ft. B. & I take this time while the horses are dining 
to try to write . I have pas sed through various scenes, since I left ho me 1 & am now 
passing through another. You re member I left the States with the ox party of the old 
Co - I traveled very pleasantly with them till I reached Fort Kearney where I left them 
& for these reasons - The Co. were behind five thousand wagons, averaging 4 yoke 
of oxen each , & when the grass was abundant - or when the soil produced an abundance 
it was all consumed for a long distance from the road 1 and I believe that when we came 
to the Black Hills & their soil, our team could not live , and travel - And even if they 
did live, & get through I knew or thought I could get there at least one mohth sooner 
alone. Hence I left them & ~avelled awhile with two members of the same Co - who 
left also - I had no confidence in the men and did not intend to travel with them only 
till I could find more agreeable company. That I found in the person of George G . 
Warner of Mich . formerly from Mass. He is about 4 7 years of age and a Lawyer and 
Judge of probate wills , he says - and now a farmer - I have bought two extra horses 1 

and push right along. People are beginning to open their eyes now & it is generally 
believed that several thousand wagons can not get to C. (alifornia) this year. I have 
passed since I left the wagon probably 3 , 500 teams and there were a great many be
hind them - From Ft . Laramie through the South Pass there is no grass to speak of and 
the ground is completely parched with draught - I have left all my effec ts except a 
change of clothing 1 and a very lit tle medicine & pocket case of instruments with the 
wagons, so that if I ever get t o C. I shall be about as I came into t he world - Horses 
are very high, in fact there are no horses that can be bought at any price. All who 
can get a horse hold on to h im as with a death grasp - This I foresaw and boughtrone 
more than I actually need, le st one should fail . - I think now if accidents and the 
Indians will let me alone that I shall reach C. in about 35 days 1 perhaps sooner -
We have no tent, and our bed room is the wide earth ceiled up with the sky, yet is 
sufficiently narrow, and confined - We often have to camp on a knoll for the purpose 
of getting fresh air - I am as hearty as an ox, ragged as a beggar, courageous as a 
--sheep , and black as a negro --

Many oxen are dying by the way - Sometimes I pass twenty or thirty in a day's ride -
many emigrants died of the cholera on the first part of the journey , but none recently -
There's a regiment of soldiers scattered along the road, bound for the different Forts, 
which the officers are purchasing as fast as they get to them 1 for the Government -
They now belong to Free Traders - One of the officers said that anticipating the distress 
of the emigrants who may not be able to get through 1 the Government has ordered a 
large train with provisions to start the first of this month from Independence and that 
with the large supply at Fort Hall will be used for their necessities - So we shall be 
provided for, if we cant get through - Don't feel troubled about me for I think I shall 
do well - I have to work hard - but - I am abundantly able to do so - and don't mind it -
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER ( Cont 'd) 

I have not heard a word from the States s ince I left- "What are all the world about" 
is a question which friends and newspapers do not answer in this region of the 
world . Give my love to all my friends , etc. 

Fourth of July - Sunrise 1 I am now at Fort Bridger and a few companies of emigrants 
are about me - all is still and no ado about the glorius 4th - What are you all about 
to-day - Water flose in our cups , last night quite hard, and then was a heavy frost -
The mountains near us are covered with snow -we can have ice cream in abundance 
all but the cream - I shall take the route by the north end of Salt Lake - It is not 
much if any nearer than to go by Salters Cut-off by Ft . Hall -but all the wagons 
nearly go that way - and the grass must be all used up - I shall cut across from the 
Mormon City route, · and not visit there at all -We have good feed here & expect to 
have for three hundred miles"- The letter was mailed at Keene, Iowa. Sept.6. 
Charles has reached so far in health - let us hope for a safe arrival in C . - I had 
intended to write to Martha , but as the news is not of the most favorable character 
I did not - what its effect might be on your parents - and concluded not to write -
It is sickly here - Dysentery 1 & c. - A very pretty daughter of Dea Thoms , aged 13, 
is very near death - Sophie was sick again last week but is better to-day - My love 
to all, and please excuse the looks - let my pen bear the blame not me - Do you 
know what was the date and where of Mr . Legate ' s letter- No letter could be found 
for me in that damaged mail - are your family well? In haste with much love . 

Sincerely T . D. L. 
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THE THREE CENT RATE VIA OVERLAND MAIL 

By W . Scott Polland, M . D. 

Page 13 

The Act of March 3 , 1855 , provided that the single rate of postage (1/2 oz . ) 
on a letter carried in the mail for any distance between places in the United States 1 

not exceeding 3 , 000 miles be three cents; for distances over 3, 000 miles, the rate 
was ten cents. 

In the fall of 1858, the Overland Mail Route (Butterfields) was opened. 
Mail going over this route was to be endorsed "Via Overland" or it would auto
matically go "Via Panama" which being over 3, 000 miles was always ten cents 
until July 1, 1863 when the uniform rate of three cents for domestic mail became 
effective I regardless of distance. 

Figure I 

When the Overland Route was first opened there was some confusion as 
to the exact distance between the various points east and west. A special 
agents report on October 18, 1858, listed the distance of the route from San Fran
cisco to St. Louis as .2794 1/2 miles . As a result of this, it was assumed that 
three cents would pay the postage on a single rate by this route as far as 205 miles 
beyond St . Louis , such as Chicago, Illinois, or Cincinatti, Ohio . 

To correct this confusion, Congress passed an Act on February 12 1 1861 1 

modifying the Act of March 3, 1855, and establishing a uniform rate on letters east 
and west of the Rocky Mountains . Mail must be prepaid by ten cents from any 
point in the United States east of the Rocky Mountains to any state or territory on 
the Pacific and vice-versa. 

Covers with the three cent rate used from September 1858 to March 18, 
1861 and going Overland Mail are relatively rare . Figure I is a usage (double 
rate) from San Francisco to St. Louis on Feb . 8, 1861, and Figure II shows a usage 
from St. Louis to San Francisco on Feb . 24 1 1861 . Figure III shows a most unusual 
usage . This cover formerly in the authors collection was a stage coach pictorial 
envelope put out by Geo. B . Hitchcock, a stationer of San Francisco and was 
addressed to his brother General E . A. Hitchcock care of another brother Henry 
Hitchcock at St . Louis. 
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Used from San Francisco in July 1860 it required only a three cent stamp . When 
it arrive.d at St. Louis, General Hitchcock had departed for New York, and the 
letter was forwarded to New York by the addition of another three cent stamp, 
making the total postage six cents. According to the Act of March 3 1 185 5 a 
letter going over three thousand miles should have paid ten cents 1 but under these 
circumstances a letter could be legally transmitted for six cents. 

Figure II 

Figure III 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES 

By Dr. A Jay Hertz 

THE STORY OF TWO TRACYS: Edward W. and Theodore F. Tracy 

Edward W. Tracy was born in New York in 1827 and came to Marysville when 
he was 23 years of age. He became agent for Hawley & Co.'s Express and we find 
a notice to that effect in the Marysville Herald (Nov. 19, 1850). As Hawley con
nected with Adams & Co. in San Francisco, it was natural that the industrious young 
man secure a position with them, when Hawley went out of business . He became 
cashier in San Francisco and was agent for Adams at Shasta, when Adams failed. 
His treatment of the unfortunate miners who had lost all in the crash was such, that 
many loud in their praise, vowed to run him for some responsible political office . 
His honesty, kindness and integrity was thus fully established and became known 
to all . 

Theodore F. Tracy may have been a relative. When his Carson Valley Express 
was formed, Edward became his agent for the company at Placerville. On the other 
hand, he was never connected with any of Edward's enterprises. As to their re lation
ship, there is nothing to aid us in Bancroft's "Chronicles of the Builders," for only 
one line is devoted to Theodore , "Theodore F . Tracy, who ran a tri - weekly express 
in 1857 to Genoa , Nevada 0 in Carson Valley (Douglas Co., Nev.) and Tracy & Spear 
who established a line to Georgetown (ElDorado Co.), in 1858 . " That is all. 

When Adams & Co . suspended, Edward Tracy started his own, the first Tracy 
express. From Shasta Courier, March 3, 1855: 

"E . W. Tracy & Co .'s Express. For the purpose of accomodating the 
business community , the undersigned commenced on Wed. , Feb. 28, 
to travel from Shasta to San Francisco 8 carrying money 1 letters , pack
ages and Valuables . . .• " 

CARD. 
"We the undersigned, Traders, Merchants and Dealers in Shasta 1 do 
hereby reccommend . ..• E . W. Tracy as a person in whose honesty, 
integrity and business capacity, the utmost confidence can be placed." 

(And twenty-five signatures are affixed to this testimonial). 

About this time o the Pacific Express Co. 1 was in the process of formation, so 
Tracy ' s Express connected with them. Soon, however, he entered the Pacific 
Express as a partner and trustee, merging his own express in the newer one . 

Theodore Tracy had been a subordinate of R. G. Noyes in the office of Adams 
& Co . at Placerville . When Adams suspended , Noyes went to San Francisco to help 
form 1 and become president of the Pacific Express Co . Theodore stayed as agent of 
the Pacific Express at Placerville. 

In June, 1857 , Theodore formed the second Tracy express, calling it the Carson 
Valley Express. It ran from Pfacerville to Genoa , across the Sierra Nevada 1 ending 
in the latter town, where there were no mines . The Comstock Lode had not been 
discovered as yet, so the express quickly expired. Theodore was about a year too 
early. 
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Theodore's next venture, was another infinitesimal one . In May, 1858, he went 
into partnership with J. J. Spear and a new express called Tracy and Spear's Express 
(the 3rd one of the Tracy ' s), was formed. From Mountain Democrat, May 15 ,185_8: 

"Tracy & Spear's Express . Placerville to Georgetown, via Kelsey 
and Spanish Flat, connecting at Georgetown with the Great Pioneer 
Express .... " 

Although many writers think that Theodore was a brother of Edward, there is, 
at least as far as this writer knows, no authentic proof of the fact. Thus, there was 
no connection between the expresses. 

After the Pacific Express passed on, Edward became agent for Wells Fargo at 
Placerville. Then he moved up to traveling agent, throughout the state . Lastly, he 
became agent for Wells Fargo o at Portland 1 Ore. 

In 1859, Edward again experimented with an express of his own. He started 
E. W . Tracy's Express , the fourth. From Oregon Argus, Nov . 26, 1859: 

"News Item. Tracy's Express . This company send regular 
expresses to all principal points in the valley up to Eugene 
City . It should be patronized by all who wish their messages 
expeditio)isly transmitted. " 

It soon extended from Portland and Oregon City to Jacksonville. It connected 
with Beekman's Express at the southern end of the line . 

In the Oct. p6, 1861 issue of the Portland Oregonian, there is a letter complaining 
about the amount of exchange given for gold dust , by Edward Tracy . Tracy soon 
stopped such complaints by taking in a partner, Mark King, who had been employed 
as assayer 1 at the San Francisco mint . From then on, there was no further trouble. 

Tracy was doing well. He not alone ran his express, but assayed and bought 
gold dust from the Nez Perces mines and elsewhere. He now started his fifth and 
last express, Tracy & Co. • s Express. It ran from Portland to The Dalles, Umatilla, 
Walla Walla, the John Day country and to camps in Idaho (Placerville, in the Boise 
Basin) and Montana. From Boise News, Bannach, I. T. , Oct. 3 , 1863: 

"Military Express. Tracy & Co. will hereafter carry an express 
to Boise City and Fort Boise • ..• they will carry any amount of 
treasure ..• . (and) will carry the military express from Portland 
to Fort Boise during the winter. " 

From the time of his first Oregon express in 1859, Tracy had two partners, E. 
Norton and E. L. James. They remained with him until March 31, 1862 , when the · 
partnership was dissolved. (Portland Oregonian, March 31, 1862). 

In 1863 , Indian uprisings and increased activity on the part of highwaymen 
raised the letter rate from 50 cents to $1 . 50 . Wells, Fargo & Co . , quit the fieid 
for almost a year because of the unrest. This was one of the few times in the history 
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of that company 1 when trouble of this sort, made them pull out. Tracy & Co . 
continued to operate. 

Edward Tracy was now a rich man. He became active in the civic life of his 
community 0 But he had become a sick man and on July 14 1 1866 1 at the youthful age 
of 3 9, he died . From Shast a Courier, July 21, 1866: 

"Died . Portland , Oregon 1 July 14, of consumption , Edward W . Tracy 1 

a native of the state of New York 8 aged 3 9 years . Mr . Tracy was an old 
resident of Shast a , having been agent for Adams & Co . ••. paying to · 
depositors • .. 0 even using his own funds ... • • so that sufferers by the 
failure did not number a score in Shasta county ... . " 

Theodore F o Tracy lacked vision and did things on a small scale . Edward W . 
Tracy did much to pioneer and open up the northwest up to and into the wilds of 
Idaho and Montana and Oregon 1 when conditions with the Indians and bad men were 
such, that Wells Fargo quit, saying they had enough . He had foresight, courage and 1 

above all had that integrity and warmth of heart 8 that made him beloved by all who 
knew him . 

THE TICKNER EXPRESS FAMILY 

H . C . Tickner, W o A. Tickner, F . L. Tickner and a sister 1 Lavinia Tickner 1 

made up the Tickner clan . They were all expressmen and they operated singly and 
together, from May 22, 1866 to some time after Oct. 1880 . 

The first to appear on the scene, was H. C. Tickner . He operated between 
Yreka and Scott River. Formerly, he_ had been an expressman, having carried the 
Klamath River mail~ until 1862 , From Yreka Union, June 9, 1866: 

"H. C . Tickner' s Express 0 The stage for Indian Creek and Scott River 
will leave Yreka every Wednesday and Friday, carrying passengers and 
freight. The proprietor will also promptly attend to express business 
generally. Yreka, May 22, 1866. 

H. C. Tickner. " 

Soon after u he extended the route to Scott • s Bar o Yreka, Deadwood 
1 

McAdam's 
Creek 1 Fort Jones and Indian Creek 0 The name of the express also, was changed 
to Scott River and Scott Valley Express. His first express was Ticknor ' s Express 
but that was soon changed, so that the name was spelled with an "e" J. D. Hickox 
sold out to him in the Spring of 18 6 9. From Yreka Journal, March 2 6 , l 86 9: 

"Express change . J. D . Hickox has disposed of his Scott Valley Express 
to H. C . Tickner 1 of the Scott River Express . Mr. Tickner will connect 
his Scott River line with the line to Rough and Ready and run the same days 
as Hickox did • • •• " 

The path .ot the ·expressman, was not "paved with silver bricks" (as the Yreka 
Journal wished him), for when water was lacking over a long stretch 

1 
he had to dig 
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his own wells 1 as we note in the item in the Yreka Journal, July 3, 1872: 

"H. C. Tickner intends leaving here Friday morning, carrying 
a load of passengers ..•. he intends putting on a regular line as 
the road is finished, except the matter of digging a few wells 
to supply water, espe,cially at one point of the road, where there 
is no water for 32 miles. II 
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On Aug. 7 , 1872 1 Carlock and Ward announce that they have bought out Tickner's 
Express to Scott Valley and Scott River, and will run regularly. (Yreka Journal , above 
date). 

A week later 1 we find Tickner has resumed work and is sinking wells on the new ·· 
road to Hot Spring and Big Valleys, between Van Bremer's and Big Valley, where water 
was scarce . He was preparing the road to be in readiness for carrying the mail on 
this route, as soon as the contract was let (Yreka Journal, Aug. 14, 1872). 

The man seemed to be endowed with still other qualities beside road building, 
for we now find him acting as an Indian guide for the military (Yreka Journal, Jan .1, 
1873) . . 

In April of the same year, he is on a mission for the Army. From Yreka Journal, 
April 19 , 18 7 3 : 

IIH. C. Tickner 1 having been dispatched by General Gillen, arrived 
here at 2 P.M. Saturday, bringing the startling intelligence of the 
killing of General Canby and Dr. Thomas and the severely, if not 
mortally wounding, of Mr. Meacham, by the Modocs, at 1 P.M. on 
Friday, while engaged in a peace conference . 11 

About May, 1871 0 Walter A. and his brother, F. L . Tickner, started as W.A . 
Tickner & Bro.'s Express to Scott Valley . They operated from Yreka to Fort Jones 
and Etna. At Fort Jones 1 they connected with the Scott River Express. From Yreka 
Journal, May 2, 1871: 

"Walter A. Tickner has changed the days of his Scott Valley Express 
from Yreka to Fort Jones ..• . connecting with H. Tickneri's Express at 
Fort Jones for Scott River . ... " 

In Aug·. 1872, about 15 months later, Walter Tickner sold out. From Yreka 
Union, Aug . 10, 1872: 

"Changed hands. The express of W . A. Tickner & Bro •.• has changed 
hands. The Express from Yreka •• . . to Rough and Ready has already 
been purchased and is now run by Robert A. Ward; the one from Fort 
Jones to Scott Bar, has been purchased and is now run by A. B. Carlock . " 

Walter Tickner was not content to operate just one express with his brother, for 
in May, 1871, we find the following notice : "Walter A. Tickner's Scott River Express •.. 
Yreka. McAdams Creek, Fort Jones, Oro Fino, Rough and Ready ..•. connecting at 
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Fort Jones with H . C . Tickner ' s Scott Valley Express . " 

In 187 4 , H . C . Tickner has now been employed by Wells , Fargo & Co. From 
Yreka Journal, Feb . 11, 187 4.: 

" . • . H 0 L. (sic) Tickner, clerk at Wells Fargo & Co.'s Express 
office in this city (Y'reka) , left for Shasta last Friday morning to 
appear as a witness concerning the express, treasure and letters 
forwarded on the stage, which was robbed last Fall near Redding." 

Again, from same, Feb. 18, 1874: 

"The Shasta stage robbers . . • . were convicted 0 • • • It seems that Gober 
was paid to sell some gold dust and was recognized by Tickner of this 
place, as being p. part of the South Fort dust and a specimen nugget of 
Jacksonville sent in the Beekman purse • • •. " 

Soon after I he was offered a higher position with Wells Fargo. From Yreka 
Journal, May 9, 1877: 

"We learn that H. L . (sic) Tickner has been offered and will probably 
accept the position of cashier in.Wells Fargo & Co.'s bank at Carson. 
This is a very responsible po~ition and we are glad to hear of Tick's 
promotion but sorry that we won 1t have him to go fishing with this summer • . , 

Next he is back on road construction. Prom Yreka Journal, Feb . 3 1 187 5: 

"H . C. Tickner came in • . • • from Klamath River 1 where he has been 
overseeing the work on the new wagon road to Linkville ..•. " 

His services are again in demand, when Jerry Culverhouse 1 the expressman, 
engaged Tickner to run his express from Trinity Center to the Cinnabar Mines I to 
connect with the stage line between Yreka, Shasta and Reading. • • . (Yreka Journal, 
March 1, 1876) . 

In 187 4, Lavinia Tickner came into the field . She operated over practically 
the same route as the others -between Yreka, Scott Bar, McAdam's Creek, Fort 
Jones and Indian Creek. She had worked for other expressmen, particularly Carlock. 
So it was working with a n old friend, when he leased her his express . From Yreka 
Journal, Feb. 18, 1874: 

"A.B . Carlock has leased .his Scott River Express to Lavinia Tickner, 
for the coming season, he having returned froin the north with his family. 
Lavinia formerly ran this express and was generally liked as an attentive, 
prompt a nd accomodating expressman . " 

Next in line came F . L. Tickner . He started for himself at the end of January 1 

187 7. "F . L. Tickner is now sole proprietor of the S.cott River State and Express 
Line, having bought out Dave Horn's interest." (Y'reka Journal, Jan. 31, 1877). 
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Thus having been c onnected with his brother Walter and with Dave Horn , he seems 
to have had some experience. From Yreka Union, May 3 1 187 9: 

"F. L. Tickner runs into town occassionally with his Scott Bar 
Express now as soon as business livens up, will make regular 
trips again." 

His express connected with A. A. Beem 's stage for Fort Jones and Yreka. 

Thus from 1866 to 1880, at some time or other, at least one of the Tickners 
could be found in the express business. Each made his mark in his own way and 
some did very well. Road building, well digging, banking and express - they were 
all taken in stride. It was a notable, popular and ambitious express family . 

LELAND AND McCOMB ;S EXPRESS 

The operators of Leland & McComb's Express, or the Crescent City Express, 
as it was also known, were George H . Leland , John McComb and D. W. McComb. 
The company seems to have been started in the fall of 1853 and finished its short 
career, sometime in the fall of 1855 . It ran between San Francisco and Crescent 
City and inland points of the north California coast and also south to San Diego, Los 
Angeles , Santa Barbara and other points in southern California. 

The partners entered into an agreement with Wells, Fargo in 1854, that their 
southern branch be operated in conjunction with Wells, Fargo's express. Under a 
further agreement, the route was extended to Alviso, Santa Clara and San Jose. 

From an ad in Alta California 1 Dec . 1, 1853, we learn that the "line • •. to Hum
boldt Bay 1 Crescent City and other points on the northern coast," was made by boat. 

The office of the company was in San Francisco, first in the post office building; 
later I their office was with Wells, Fargo and Company . 

From the Daily Alta California of Dec. 31 , 18 53 : 

"Leland & McComb's Express, Crescent City , Port Orford, Gold Bluffs, 
Butlerville, Trinidad, Hardscrabble, Sailors Diggings, also to Bucks port, 
Eureka and Uniontown on Humboldt Bay . 

"We have made the necessary arrangements to run a regular and reliable 
express to the above points a nd will make collections ... 

Leland & Me Comb's Express . " 

When letters and express .were despatched by sea to Crescent City, they were 
in charge of John McComb 1 who was the regular messenger for the firm {ad, Alta 
California, Dec. 31, 1853). 

The express operated over land routes in conjunction with Wells , Fargo a.nd many 
of the routes were by sea. The steamship Columbia 

1 
Captain W . L. Dall; the steamer 

Arispe a nd the Sea Bird, Captain Haley, were some of the steamers used. 
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From the same paper 0 April 28 0 1854: 

"Leland & McComb's Express , by the California and Oregon Line o By 
double engine Steamship Columbia, Captain W. L. Dall, we will 
despatch a regular weekly express to Crescent City, Port Orford, Trinidad, 
etc . , etc ••• " 

And again: 

"Humboldt Bay Express 11 Leland & McComb's Express , By a new steamer 
Arispe, we will despatch our next express to Bucksport 0 Fort Humboldt, 
Eureka , Uniontown and the tributaries of Humboldt Bay • ••. 

Leland & McComb." 

That the express firm received the usual notices of the papers 1 is evidenced by 
the item in the Alta California of April 2 9, 1854: 

"Letter from Yreka . We have. been favored by Messrs. Leland and McComb 
of the Crescent City Express a with the following letter from a gentleman 
at Yreka to his brother in Crescent City • ••• " 

In 1854 u the express was extended to the new diggings on the Coquille River . 
Same paper, July 15th: 

"For the New Diggings . Leland & McComb's Express for •••• Jacksonville 
and Yreka . We also 11 on the arrival of the steamer 1 forward our express in 
charge of George N. Cornwal1 0 Esq. 1 regulat · messenger to Gold Beach and 
the new diggings on the Coquille River •••• 

Leland & McComb 0 

Office with Wells 0 Fargo & Co." 

Evidently the partners separated 0 for the name is now Leland's Express. In an 
ad in the Evening Bulletin 0 Oct. 13 , 18 55, the i tern is signed only by one: 

"San Jose Express o Leland's Express is despatched daily at 8 A.M., 
via the California Stage Coo 1 to San Jose, Santa Clara, New Alamaden, 
etc. , etc ..•• o George H. Leland, Proprietor . " 

So again, another small express 0 its total life only about two years 0 its operators 
coming from no-where 0 appeared for a short while to play their part on the roads of 
California and not be heard of again. The history of the expresses of the far west, 
have many such stories. 

Leland & McComb had no known printed frank - only an oval hand stamp . Top 
line, semi-circular "Leland & McComb•s " 0 second line "Express"; third line, semi
circular "Crescent City." There is also a "Southern Express," - "Southern" being 
the straight second line and "Express" 1 the semi-circular third line. The top line 

1 
is the same . There is also a four sided, diamond shaped hands tamp, "Collect." 
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PRINDLE'S EXPRESS 

Charles W . Prindle started from the ground up. He, as many another expressman , 
started as a messenger. He was employed by A. D. Crooks Express, and he learned 
his trade well, for he bought out his employer. This was the first of a line of pur
chases, amalgamations and partnerships 1 which resulted in making him a successful 
business man . 

We first hear of him , running an "express and passenger train," with a partner , 
one , Meamber . From the Northern Journal, Jan . 19, 18 60: 

"Prindle and Meamber ' s Express and Passenger Train , for Scott and Klamath 
Rivers ••.• " 

In Feb. 1860 1 he bought out his former employer . From Yreka Union I Feb . 11, 
1860: 

"Express Notice . Scott and Klamath River Express. The undersigned has 
this day sold to Mr . Charles W . Prindle, their Scott and Klamath River 
Express, connecting with Wells, Fargo and Co . at Yreka. Mr . Prindle has 
been in our employ 1 as messenger 1 for a long time and is too well known to 
the business community to need reccommendation from us .•. • " 

A. D . Crooks & Co . " 

In less than a month 1 he ran his express alone . Somewhere during the past month, 
Meamber had either been bought out or had left him. From the Yreka Union, May, 5 ,1860; 

"Charles W . Prindle Daily Express and Passenger Train. 
For Scott and Klamath Rivers . 
Leaves the office of Wells 1 Fargo and Co . , daily, for all the mining 
localities on Scott anq Klamath Rivers ... " 

From his advertisement 1 we learn that he not alone connected with Wells 1 Fargo 
& Co. but actually ran his express from their office . 

In the latter part of 1861, Prindle again took in a partner, Charles Travelli. 
(From Yreka Union, Nov. 16, 1861) . In a few years, he was again running his express 
alone. In 1863, he expanded once more by buying Chase ' s Express, which had been 
in business since 1859 . 

The following year, he went into partnership with two others; Ben Jacobs and 
William Rinewald. From Yreka Semi-weekly Union, Nov . 26, 1864: 

"C . W . Prindle Ben Jacobs Wm . Rinewald 
Prindle & Company's Express 
For Scott and Klamath Rivers 

Leaves the office of Wells 1 Fargo & Co . , daily for all the mining 
localities on Scott and Klamath Rivers . .. . C. w. Prindle & Co." 

In June 1 1865, he is alone again, as we see from an advertisement in the Tri
weekly News (Placerville) of June 6

1 
1865: 

"Charles W . Prindle Express and Passenger Train ... . " 
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But in less than a year 
1 

Ben Jacobs is back again as partner but Rinewald has 
gone into the express business himself . From the Yreka Weekly Union , March 10, 
1866: 

"Prindle, Jacobs & Co. ' s Express • •.• " 

So we find him, first with one partner, then with another and then going along by 
himself. He had a colorful career and was well known among the mines he serviced 
along the Scott and Klamath Rivers . 

His company first had a handstamp, then a frank . The handstamp read , "Prindle ' s 
Express/ from I Yreka to Scott /and /Klamath Rivers. Some had a boxed "Paid" also . 

The frank - really a comer card - shows the Prindle Express stage. 

This writer knows of no handstamp or frank, from any of the Prindle partnerships. 

GEORGE L. GREATHOUSE AND HIS EXPRESS 

Greathouse ' s life as an expressman, started• in 1854 and lasted for ten years . 
He started with a lowly train of mules, running a daily passenger service between 
Shasta and Ca llahan°S Ranch. He tried hard to overcome all the inconvenience s of 
Northern California roads, which were tom up and ruined by deep snows . He con
nected with McComb & Co .'s Line at Callahan's and with California Stage Co.'s 
Line , at Shasta . William McTurk was the company' s agent in that city. George L. 
and Henry, his brother 6 made up the firm of Greathouse & Brother . 

From Shasta Courier , Aug. 12 ~ 1854: 

"Messrs . Greathouse & Co. are running a daily passenger train of mules 
between this place and Callahan 's Ranch at the head of Scott's Valley . The 
train connects with McComb & Co.'s Line of stages at Callahan's and with _ 
California Stage Co.'s Line , in Shasta." 

From the same, May 12, 1855: 

"Stage Notice . Greathouse & Bros . wish to give notice to the traveling 
public , that they have drawn off their Line of Coaches between this place 
and French Gulch for a few weeks or until the roads are repaired. In the 
meantime they wi ll accomodate persons traveling north 1 with good mules 
as heretofore . 
Shasta, May 12, 1855 . Greathouse & Bro . , per Wm . McTurk,Agent." 

Mter McTurk o Greathouse employed a young lad by the name of H . Slicer, as 
his agent. Slicer was a poor youngster 8 who had come to Yreka in 185 2 but he was 
diligent , full of e nergy and paid strict attention to his work . He was also honest 
and saving and it was not long before h i s employer offered him a partnership. In 
the latter part of 1855, the new firm was operating between Yreka and the Siskiyou 
regions, under the title of "Greathouse & Slicer's Shasta & Yreka Express and 
Passenger Train." 
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From Shasta Courier, Dec. 22, 1855: 

Greathouse and Slicer Express. We call the attention of our businessmen 
to the card of Messrs. Greathouse and Slicer. It will be seen that they have 
established a daily express between this place (Shasta) and Yreka . 
Wm. T. Hanford, a young gentleman, well and favorably known as one of 
the oldest expressmen in northern California, is the agent resident in Yreka." 

Their ad appears in the same issue and also in the Shasta Republican of 
Feb. 23, 1856. 

They covered northern California and Oregon, running from Wallula to the Boise 
Basin in Idaho. They now connected with Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express. 

How far Slicer had made his way in the short space of two years, can be seen 
in a news item of the Tehama Advocate, republished in the Sacramento Union, 
Jan. 20 1 1858: 

"The Editor of the Tehama Advocate says: The richest sight that we have clipped 
eyes on lately, was shown to us on last Wednesday night at the Tehama House. 
It was the snug little sum of $32 1 000 in beautiful gold dust and was the property 
of Slicer 1 formerly of Greathouse and Slicer's Shasta and Yreka Express and 
Passenger Train . Slicer went to Yreka in '52 as poor of the poorest and by energy 6 

economy 1 and strict attention to business 1 has ammassed this amount 1 which is 
a fortune to any man and shows what may be done by a determined will with the 
assistance of a small sparkling of what some call good luck. " 

The partnership of Greathouse and Slicer continued a few years and they became 
well known and eminently successful. But in 1864, Greathouse appeared to be alone . 

From Boise News, (Bannack City) 1 April 16, 1864 : 

"Greathouse & Co.'s Stages 1 between Boise Basin and Wallula, carrying Wells , 
Fargo & Co .'s Express. Leaves International Hotel , Placerville 1 I. T. every 
other day at 1 o'clock 1 P . M . Through in four days." 

Greathouse finally sold out to Wells, Fargo, sometime after 1864. He did what 
so many expressmen had done before him - sold their express to the giant and become 
agent in the city where they had made a name. He seemed to have been popular and 
well liked but he was no match for his employers. He lived a comparitively quiet 
life, until his final illness and death. 

He died on May 27 , 187 9, 59 years of age. The obituary in the Yreka Union of 
June 7 I 1879, tells of the man and his deeds: 

"Death of George L. Greathouse. The Santa Rosa Democrat says: Mrs. G . L.Great
house received a dispatch at 9 A.M. on May 27th, from the toll-house on the St . 
Helena Mountain, informing her of the death of her husband 1 which occurred at 
the place the night before. He left here on Saturday in hopes that being in a 
higher altitude would be of benefit to him and his demise was very unexpected .. • 
No man ever made sincerer friends quicker or was held in higher esteem •• • 

• 
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He was in his 59th year .••• Mr . Greathouse was one of the early 
residents of Yreka and conducted a banking Business here, with 
his brother for a number of years. He has a host of friends in 
the county 1 who will be sorry to hear of his death . " 

OREGON STAGE COMPANY 
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Many of the facts of this history, fall into the regular pattern of the Easterner who 
travels West to seek his fortune 1 goes into the mercantile field and later becomes an 
expressman . But when the story becomes embellished to the point where the expressman 
becomes a wealthy and successful man and the Senator of the state of his adoption , the 
story becomes an unusual one. That is the story of Henry W . Corbett and his Oregon 
Stage Company . 

The California Stage Company hardly had begun its Oregon service when trouble 
began. There was a shortage of horses which had to be imported from the East at high 
cost. A flood hastened the end 1 for it halted the service for months . Appeals to the 
government for aid failed. When time for the renewal of the mail contract arrived 1 

it was awarded to Henry W . Corbett of Portland and 1 in 1865 1 the California Stage Com
pany 1 was forced to withdraw from Oregon service . 

Corbett was born in Massachusetts and came to Oregon in 1851. He had had con
siderable success in merchandising . He later ventured into the newspaper business with 
Harvey W . Scott and Henry L. Pittock, to publish the Portland Oregonian . 

The man had all the qualities that fitted a man for success . He was honest, tact
ful 1 full of energy and he exhibited good judgement . He was thrifty . As president of a · 
large organization 1 he was never too busy 1 that he could go over the accounts to save 
a few dollars . "The washing of wagons," he wrote, "belongs to each driver 

1 
to wash 

his own wagon or coach or to pay for it himself . " Or, "I regret that I am compelled to 
reduce expenses, by reducing the pay of drivers, hostlers and road agents . " Again, 
"Your a/c for May received • • •• please pay the following; J . Martin, $1.00; F. Ringer, 
$ . 50; G . S.Corbett, $.50; Jas. Vause, $.50." Nothing was too small or insignificant 
to him . 

In Oct . 1865, he began operations over the Portland - Sacramento road. The 
Oregon Stage Company 's name now replaced that of the California and Oregon Stage Line. 
The latter was forced to sell to its new rival, Frank Stevens acting for the California 
Stage Company , while Charles E . McLane took over for the Oregon Stage Company . 

From the Shasta Courier of Oct. 21 , 1865: 

"The California Stage Company 1 so long and favorably known 
throughout California, have sold out their line from Lincoln, Cal., 
to Portland, Ore . 1 to the Oregon Stage Company. On Wednesday 

1 

last, Mr .Frank Stevens and Mr. Charles E. McLane passed up the 
line - Mr. Stevens on the part of the California Stage Company delivering 
the stock and property to Mr . McLane 1 who acts on behalf of the Oregon 
Company. 

From the same paper, April 28 , 1866: 
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"The stock 
1 

stages and property of the Oregon Stage Company 1 

on the route between Sacramento and Portland 1 Oregon , have 
been purchased by H . W . Corbett, of Portland 1 who has received 
the contract for carrying the mail between Lincoln, Cat. , and 
Portland , Oregon. E . W. Corbett, brother of the proprietor, 
passed through town last week on his way south, examining 
the property of the company and making arrangements to commence 
on the 1st of July, next, which time the new mail contract com
mences. Business on the line is to be more economically 
conducted and employees salaries reduced sufficient to make 
it pay." 
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Corbett did reorganize and revitalize the company. Large placards declaring 
"Through in six days to Sacramento , " were placed in saloons, general stores and 
hotels. Travelers praised the line and the mail paid well . From the start, the company 
was a highly successful and remunerative one and even when Corbett had left, it con
tinued on untill887- more than 20 years. 

Corbett installed his brother Elijah 1 as superintendent of the line. Although 
he had implicit faith in his brother, he kept close watch over every phase of operations 
and finance . He wrote and received hundreds of letters a week and was in close touch 
with every station along the whole 1 long route. 

There were also the difficulties that every stage company of the time, was heir 
to; upsets 1 accidents and hold-ups but most of these were minor affairs and did little 
to affect the fortunes of the line . 

An outstanding citizen such as Corbett, could not long be ignored and he was 
chosen United States Senator from Oregon. 

From the Sacramento Union of Oct. 1, 1866: 

"The Oregon Legislature, by a rigid party vote - 3 8· to 31 - elected 
Henry W . Corbett, United States Senator for six years, commencing 
the 4th of March, 1867. Corbett was the Union candidate and has 
the reputation of being an upright business man, who has never 
made a trade in politics. H . W . Corbett is a wealthy and very in
telligent Portland merchant 1 now principal proprietor of the stage 
line from Portland to Lincoln and whose election would be no 
disadvantage to our state." 

In Aug . 1868 1 the Oregon Stage Company shortened its line 1 by closing the 
Sacramento and Marysville offices and establishing their headquarters at Oroville. 
Other changes were made all along the line. Some Division Agents were replaced. 
At any rate, it seemed to strengthen and assist the workings of the line. 

In Aug. 1870 1 Corbett sold out his interest to Jesse Carr. ·Affairs of state and 
the express business, were a bit too much for even an energetic man of Cbrbett's type . 
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From the Yreka Journal of Aug . 31, 1870: 

"We learn that Jesse Carr has bought out Corbett in the California 
and Oregon Stage line 1 and the stages arrive from below about 
two. or three hours quicker than usual. We suppose Jesse has 
also secured the mail contract in buying out the successful bidder 1 

as he would not probably bUy out so extensive a stage line without 
something to justify him in running it successfully. 11 

Also from the Shasta Courier of Sept. 17, 1870: 

"New Proprietor . We learn that Jesse Carr has bought out Corbett 
in the California and Oregon Stage Line . It is also supposed that 
he bought the mail contract from the successful bidder, as he 
would not probably buy out so extensive a stage line without 
something more than passengers to justify him in running it . 11 

Corbett was a fairly successful individual when he took over the presidency 
of the Oregon Stage Company. He left his mark in many fields - merchandising 1 

newspaper publisher ; expressman and in politics . However 1 it was as an expressman 
that his name will live, for the Oregon Stage Company was one of the most powerful 
and well-conducted companies, in the West. 
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AUCTION ACTION 

by N. Leonard Persson 

An unbelievingly quiet summer along the auction circuit has just transpired. The 
largest sale of the quarter from the Western and territorial standpoint was the August 
auction of Robert Siegel. It was loaded with rare and desirable Michigan territorials 
and about two dozen other interesting items. However, the prices realized for these 
covers have not arrived at the time of this writing -- therefore they cannot be reported. 
So, all we have to list are the following seven lots. Let's hope there will be more -
many more-- next quarter. 

CALIFORNIA 

"Care of the Penny Post Co." on printed envelope, pmkd 
Penny Post Co. , San Francisco, tear, attractive 

"To the Penny Post" & "Penny-Postage Paid,7" printed 
on cover, #11 tied San Francisco, faults but V. F. 

Wells Fargo, Blue Newspaper stamp, unused, small thins 
V. F. appearing. #143LP2 

Patterson, Cal. in mss on cover with #11 with indistinct 
red oval pmk, miners letter headed San Juan 

Nevada City, Cal. on 10¢Die I, U16, mss ''Via Panama" 
on fine cover to NYC 

COLORADO 

Mountain City, C. T., & PAID on VF 1863 cover to 
Nebraska Territory 

MICHIGAN 

Paw Paw, M. T., Feb 11th in mss, undated stampless 
letter but reference indicate«§ territorial 

Fox $162.50 

Fox 92.50 

Fox 77.50 

Herst 26.50 

Herst 13.00 

Harmer-
Rooke 23.00 

Fox 40.00 
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WANTED 

For private purchase or for auction 

FINE 19TH CENTURY COVERS 

Express - Towns - Territorials 
Corner Cards - Patriotics - General 

Issues - Confederates, Etc. 

I MAINTAIN 

A large stock of all types of 19th 
Century cover items 

Let me know your wants . 

SAMUEL C. PAIGE 

45 Bromfield Street 
Boston 8, Mass. 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

JOHN HOWELL 

434 Post Street 
San Francisco, California 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING 
IS IN THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction 
sell 

your collection 
to us or through us. 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N.Y. 

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

Approvals gladly submitted 

on request 

WRITE FOR 

MY FREE SPECIAL USTS 

E . N. SAMPSON 
P. 0. Box 162, Hammond , N.Y. 
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WESTERN COVERS WANTED: 
Expresses ., Ships, Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter sheets and 
other Collateral rna teria l also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for 
the Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers, and we 
can add rare and choice items to en
hance the albums of a well known 
collection, anything from a Ghost 
Town Cover to a rare Pony Express 
Cover. Write and let us know your 
wants or ask for our auction catalog 
which often contains fine Western 
items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N.Y. 

WANTED: Some nice Colorado 
covers - statehood or territorial, 
including manuscript markings . 

David L. Jarrett 
P. 0. Box 1486 
Grand Central Station 
New York 17, New York 

Rat e s per i ssue are as follows: 
Full page $25.00; ha lf page $12.50; 
qua rter page $6. 25; one -eight h page 
$3. 50. Net. Mail dire c t to the 
Treasurer 1 Henry Chaloner 1 2612 
Ashby Ave. , Be rke ley 5 1 Ca lifornia 

STILL WANT TO BUY 

WESTERNS-TERRITORIALS-RAILROAD 
COVERS 

Particula rly wa nt 

California - all periods 
Nevada - all periods 

Oregon - Early through 1890's 
Plus Alaska, Hawaii, Arizona, Colo . 

Also fancy cancels 1 on or off cover. 

WILL TRADE 

covers or older stamps of U. S. and 
British Empire. 

ROSS 
Box 98 Oa kdale 1 Calif. 

DAKOTA TERRITORIALS 
and 

other related material 

WANTED 

W.J .Danley 
22 7 E. Flormann 

Rapid City 1 S. Dak. 
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