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EDITOR'S CORNER 

Your editor has now completed his eighth year, and has enjoyed every minute of serving 
you. As a reward he has been assigned the additional duty of Treasurer for the next two 
years with the admonition that as long as he is spending practically all of the income of 
the Society on WESTERN EXPRESS, he might as well collect and account for it . There
fore , my friends, if you think you have been dunned for prompt payment of dues in the 
past, '"you ain't seen nuthin' yet." Notices for 1965 dues will go out in December, so 
open up the purse strings and please pay promptly and liberally. Your reward will be 
a constantly improving WESTERN EXPRESS, and mine will be the alleviation of worry as 
to how much can be spent on the journal. 

Again my sincere thanks to my associate editors for their fine cooperation during the 
year and to all the rest of you who contributed articles for WESTERN EXPRESS. Our 
members are constantly expressing their appreciation for the wonderful help you are so 
graciously providing . 

Another new contributor to WESTERN EXPRESS! John Theobald, who with his lovely 
wife Lillian, wrote that excellent book, "Arizona Territory Post Offices & Postmasters" , 
has honored us with a fine story in this issue. He promises to send in one or two a 
year from now on . It will be a revelation to many of our members to read articles on 
other post offices besides California. Now that the ice is broken, how about more 
of you writing about your favorite old post office . We are only too happy to broaden 
the scope of our coverage, but your help is necessary. Just send in the data with nice 
bright glossy photos and we will do the editing and put an interesting story together 
for you if you wish. 

****~********************* 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#450 James W . Milgram, Box 258 1 N . Wolfe St., Baltimore 5 1 Maryland 

#451 Robert H. Martin, 1206 Camino Cacto, Santa Fe, N .M. 87502 

# 14 
#124 
#l,30 
#2"62 
#413 
#420 
#432 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

RobertA. Siegel, 10 E . 52nd St . , NewYork 10022 
Gordon Harmer, 589 5th Ave. 1 New York 10017 
Gregory Mozian 1 545-5th Ave., New York 10017 
Millard Mack I 2133 Luray Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45206 
Douglas Gary , P. 0. Box457, Campbell, Calif. 95008 
Bruce Gimelson, Box 9, Fort Washington, Pa . 
David T. Beals III, 5315 Mission Woods Rd. Shawnee Mission, Kans . 66205 

NECROLOGY 
It is with much regret that we report the death of the following members . Our sincere 
sympathy to their loved ones. 

#56 Harry S. Vandenberg # 330 Joe Fincher 
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REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee 1 appointed by President Goodman several months ago to select 
a ticket for 1965 and 1966 in accordance with our constitution and by-laws 1 takes pleas
ure in submitting the following officers and directors for your consideration. A BALLOT 
IN THE FORM OF AN ADDRESSED POSTCARD IS ATTACHED TO THIS ISSUE OF WESTERN EX
PRESS . Spaces are provided for "write- in" candidates, if you so choose. It is not 
necessary to sign the ballot. Be sure to RETURN YOUR BALLOT PROMPTLY as we must 
have a majority vote of the membership in order to elect. 

President and Director 

Vice - Pres. II 

Vice - Pres. II 

Secretary II 

Treasurer II 

Director - Central Area 

II - Eastern Area 
II - Northwest Area 
II - Pacific Area 
II - Rocky Mt.Area 
II - Southern Area 
II - Southwest Area 

William C. Aichele 

N. Leonard Persson 

Everett Lampson 

Basil C. Pearce 

Mel C. Nathan 

Harold Schindler 

A. Jay Hertz 

Howard Mader 

Joseph M. Clary 

Sheldon H. Dike 
Wm . H . Sem srott 
Robert Myerson 

Respectfully submitted 1 

M. C. Nathan 1 Chairman 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ADDENDA 

Jack Leutzinger reports the following Virginia City Pony Express covers with the 25 cent 
blue Wells Fargo stamp in his collection that were not previously recorded: 

Virginia City, N . T. to San Francisco 
Virginia City 1 N . T. to Sacramento 

(Has 3 blue 2 5 cent stamps) 
San Francisco to Virginia City 

Feb. 4, 1864 
Mar. 1 1 1864 

Apr . 24, 1864 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WHO WANTS IT ? - FIRST COME FIRST SOLD 
FOR SALE BY WIDOW OF DECEASED MEMBER ---

Complete set of WESTERN EXPRESS from VOL.!. to end of 1959 VOL. IX, No. 4 
Price - $100 . 00 

If interested please contact Editor 

*********************************** 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

My term of office as your President is soon coming to an end . I wish to take this 
opportunity of first thanking the members for their fine support of our endeavors, and 
secondly, for bestowing upon me honorary membership. 

WESTERN EXPRESS is the bible of our Society . It is hoped that you will continue to 
support it as well or even better in the future . My best wishes to my successor and 
his staff of officers and directors. 

Sheldon H . Goodman 

**************** 

HELP WANTED 

David L. Jarrett, P. 0 . Box 1486, New York 10017, one of our members who contributed 
several fine articles for WESTERN EXPRESS on Colorado postal history, has been re
quested to prepare an article on early Denver markings for the December issue of the 
Postal History Journal . He would like to hear from anyone who has Denver, Auraria or 
Coraville markings . Due credit will be given to those supplying the information . 

**************** 

ARIZONA INFORMATION WANTED 

If anyone has a cover or covers from postoffice s listed in the supplement to this issue, 
"The Lost County of Pah-Ute," please communicate at once with Mr . Wm . L. Alexander , 
Director, Postal History Department, Arizona Pioneers Historical Museum, 949 East 
2nd St., Tucson, Arizona 85719. Mr . Alexander was responsible for furnishing the 
enclosed supplement to us GRATIS - he is anxious for the above information - so 
PLEASE cooperate with him . 

***************** 

NEW BOOKS 

If you are interested in Arizona his t ory you would do well to buy the following: 

"BE IT ENACTED : The Creation of the Territory of Arizona" 
By B. Sacks , M . D. Published by Arizona Historical Foundation, 
Phoenix 1 Arizona. 

"GHOSTS OF THE ADOBE WALLS" by Nell Murbarger 1 The roving 
reporter of the Desert . Published by Westernlore Press, Los Angeles 41, 
California . 

Splendid books, both of them! 

****************** 
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POST OFFICE PANORAMA OF THE GRAND CANYON 

By John 0. Theobald 

Page 4 

In the later decades in Arizona's territorial period, four Post Offices were established 
on the Grand Canyon. These are, in order 1 Tolfree ( 8/13/94 - 2/2/94), Tourist 
(5/10/97- 4/12/99), Grand Canyon (3/14/03- }, Grandview (11/27/03- 11/30/08). 

In May 1892, a stage company controlled by the Atlantic and Pacific Railway (now the 
Santa Fe) was organized to take passengers from the railhead at Flag.staff to the Hance 
Hotel shown in the above photograph. In 1895 J. W. Thurber and Lyman H. Tolfree, 
agents for the railroad and operators of the stage line, bought John Hance's rights to 
his hotel and his trail into the Canyon. Since the post office at Tolfree (Lyman H. 
Tolfree, P.M.) was discontinued in February of 1897 and Tourist {John Hance, P.M.) 
opened in May of the same year, it is our opinion that these post offices were at the 
same site. With reference again to the photograph 1 the small cabin at extreme left I 
where the three men are sitting, is shown in photos predating this one as having been 
built before the larger cabin, and these earlier photos also show the tents, which were 
the deluxe accomodations for the Grand Canyon travelers of that day .. 

With special reference to Tourist, a post office sometimes becomes of historical in
terest as much because of the character of one of its postmasters as its location. 
The Arizona territorial post office of Tourist might·qualify on both counts, since its 
location was on the site of the first post office on the rim of the Grand Canyon and 
John Hance was its one and only postmaster . Hance was raconteur, guide and pros
pector, and owned 1 in partnership with other Canyon pioneers, mining claims at the 
bottom of the Grand Canyon. The site of his "hotel" was located approximately 15 
miles east of the present Grand Canyon village on the rim and just a few years ago, 
though still in restorable condition 1 was arbitrarily destroyed by an ill advised order 
of the National Park Service I which claimed it was "an intrusion upon the beauty of 
the Canyon." Arizona and the nation lost another structure of deep historical and 
sentimental interest. 
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POST OFFICE PANORAMA OF THE GRAND CANYON (Cont'd) 

John Hance as guest book , signed by dozens of visitors at his hotel in the late nineties 1 

reveals the high regard in which he was held by his many friends and visitors. One of 
the most apt remarks about John Hance was made by "Bucky o ·'Neil", Arizona's hero of 
the Spanish American war who said 1 "God made the Canyon, John Hance the trails. 
Without the other , neither would be complete . " As a teller of tall tails, John Hance 
had no peer. Chester H . Dorland, a distinguished traveler of the period, characterized 
Hance (writing in Hance 0 s hotel register) as a "genius, philosopher and a poet, the 
possessor of a fund of information vastly important if true. He laughs with the giddy, 
yarns to the gullible , talks sense to the sedate and is a most excellent judge of scenery 
and human nature.. . To see the Canyon only a nd not to see Captain John Hance is to 
miss half the show . " 

Though th e post office of Tourist was discontinued forever on April 12, 1899 , after only 
23 months of existence, John Hance lived the rest of his life at the Grand Canyon . A 
man of nature , he loved Grand Canyon and deeply sensed the beauty and grandeur of 
its forever changing moods . He was beloved of all his regular associates, white, 
Indian, a n d black, as well as his guests, many of whom came again and again to the 
Canyon . He died January 6 , 1919 and lies in the little cemetery on the rim of the Grand 
Canyon with many of his pioneer friends. 

The firs t t rain arrived at the Grand Canyon rim on September 18, 1901, and the post 
office there (Grand Canyon) was established in March of 1902 . On January 14, 1905, 
the El Tovar Hotel , bu ilt by the Fred Harvey Company , was opened and as it approaches 
its 60th year , is s t ill a tourist favorite. In 1902 , a log cabin, owned by Ralph Cameron 
a nd P . D . "Pete" Berry, on the rim of the Canyon as well as other property down in the 
Canyon, was purchased by a concern known as The Canyon Copper Company . This 
company immediately built a 60 room addition to the original structure and went into the 
hotel business. The Grandview post office was located here. This property , inciden
tally, was lat er bought by William Randolph Hearst and owned by him for a number of 
years unt il acquired by the National Park Service. The log hotels and all the outbuildings 
have been completely demolished and now scarcely a trace remains of any of the struc
tures at Gra ndview . 

The last piece of patented or privately owned land on the Canyon o The Orphan Mine, 
was recently purchased by the Nat ional Park Service and then leased back to the owners 
for a limited time . 

Note 1 . : 

Note 2.: 

John Hance ' s brother, George, was Pos tmaster at Cienega, 1877-1892, 
a now vani shed settlemen t near Camp Verde . 

I wou ld be pleased to have in formation from any of the members or readers 
regarding the exi stence of any postmarked material such as covers, cards 
or docu ments from Tourist or Tolfree. 
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MY OBSERVATIONS 

THE MARYSVILLE "PAID BY STAMPS" CANCELLATION 

By. W. Scott Polland, M. D. 

I am prompted to write this article about this well known and interesting cancellation, 
because it is often assumed that this cancellation came into use after April 1, 1855, 
when prepayment of postage by money or stamps became compulsory . For i nstance, 
in solving the problem of the 10¢ 1847 stamp on a Marysville cover, as presented in 
the December 1963 Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Issues, the solution was gi ven in 
the June 1964 issue, page 35, as follows, "Shortly after the 10¢ rate became effective 
Marysville used a handstamp on covers prepaid by stamps which read 'Marysville Cal, 
April 3 0 Paid by Stamps'." This hand stamp of course was in use at that time , but as 
I will illustrate, this handstamp had been in use since sometime in 1854, and was still 
in use until la te 1859, or possibly in 1860 . During this time there were in addition to 
the "Paid by Stamps" handstamp several other Marysville handstamps. As far as the 
l 0¢ 184 7 stamp on the cover as described in the Chronicle, I have never seen this par
ticular Marysville handstamp used, except in the 1851- 1853 period. The "10 11 of 
course is a collect rate, and the 1847 stamp was added to a stampless unpaid cover. 

Some years ago I saw in the William R. Parker collection, a correspondence with original 
letters starting in 1854 and having on them the well known 11 Paid by Stamps II cancellation. 
Thi s was new to me at the time, so I discussed the matter with Stanley Ashbrook·. It was 
also new to him, as he though t the hand stamp started in 1855. All the strikes I have 
seen are in a pale blue, or greenish blue, which latter may be due to natural changes. 
The circle always measured 32 millimeters. Many times the strikes are faint due to poor 
inking or striking. They are accompanied by a wide variety of interesting and unusual 
killers in the same colored ink as the hand stamp. The following are a few illustrations 
from my collection of Marysville covers: 

Illustration #1 

Superb strip of four (Ex Caspary) 
double rate to East. Stamps are of 
the 1854-1855 shade . Killer is 
the broken bar grid used at that time 
for pairs of the 3¢ 1851's. Date of 
May 15 is the earliest I have in my 
collection. 

Illus tration #2 

Two singles in the 1854 shade. 
Killer does not seem to have many 
breaks in the bars. On the back 
of the envelope is a notation, 
"Dated Rush Creek Oct. 8, 1854. 
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THE MARYSVILLE "PAID BY STAMPS" CANCELLATION (Cont'd) 

Illustration #3 

6¢ s tamped envelope paying 6¢ paid 
ratetoEast. UsedNov . 29,1854 

Illustra t ion #5 

This cover originally had a 10¢ 1855 
stamp, which had been cancelled by 
a blue grid killer. The postmaster must 
have realized that mail of this kind 
could go free t o a member o f Congress, 
and peeled the stamp from the cover. 
He t hen struck the spot where the stamp 
had been, "Free, " and struck out the 
"Paid by Stamps" part of the postmark 
with t he same "Free" ki ller. This in
dicates the true purpose of thi s hand
stamp. It was used only on stamped 
envelopes, or envelopes to whi ch 
stamps had been added, to pay the 
postage, and this goes back to the 
time before prepayment by stamps was 
compulsory. 

Illustration #4 

3 s ingle 3¢ and 1 single 1¢, 1851's 
to make 10¢ rate east, which became 
effective on April 1, 1855 . Stamps 
are 185 5 shade. 

Illustration #6 

12¢ and 3¢ 1851- 15¢ rate to Canada 
West . Backstamped St . Catherines 
April 2 6, 1856 . Very rare usage. 

Sheet margin copy of 10¢ 1855 used 
September 9, 185 6 . 
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THE MARYSVILLE "PAID BY STAMPS" CANCELLATION (Cont'd) 

Illustration it:B 

10¢ 1857. Letter headed Marysvi lle 
May 2 9, 1858. Cancellation is t he 
remarkable poker hand cancellation 
of which there are two types. This 
one shows four hearts around a cross 
roads. The other shows a heart, 
club, spade and a diamond around 
the cross roads. 

Illustration #10 

I ~ 'I 

1 0¢ stamped envelope. Same cor
respondence as #9 but cancelled 
with a beautifully designed star, 
with a colorless center. 

Illustration #12 

Illustration #9 

10¢ stamped envelope with odd big dot 
killer, and two types of Marysville 
handstamp, "Paid by Stamps" and plain 
"Marysville, Cal," both dat ed Sep . 4. 
The letters from this correspondence 
usually had a full date, or a year date 
on the front of the cover . 

Illustration # 11 

Copley and Co. ' s Miners Express in 
red with the Marysville handstamp and 
killer in blue on a white envelope, 
making a real patriotic appearance. 
Probable usage June 10, 1856. A very 
rare combination. 

Illustration #12 is a 10¢ 1857, Type V, 
used Oct. 19, 1859. This is the latest 
usage of this postmark that I have in my 
collection. Soon after this time, the 
grids became black and the postmarks 
were changed. 
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A TASTE OF AlASKA III : 
ALASKA'S GOLDEN ERA 

By Bruce Gimelson 

Gold! We leapt from our benches. Gold! We sprang from our stools. 
Gold! We wheeled in the furrow, fired with the faith of fools. 
Fearless, unfound, unfitted, far from the night and the cold, 
Heard we the clarion summons, followed the master-lure Gold! 

We are all familiar with these famous lines from The Trail of '98, by Robert Service, 
which immortalizes the rash inexperience accompanying the hordes of men and women 
called to Alaska by the lure of sudden wealth . But such was the character of the 

~ first of two gold rushes which beset Alaska and the Northwest Territory in the spring 
and summer of 1898 . 

Technically, the story of the Klondike gold rush would belong to the Canadian Yukon 
were it not for the fact that so many Americans were there mining on both sides of 
the border . For many years prior to the sudden discovery of gold in 1896, the United 
States and Canada had bitter arguments over what land belonged to whom. Gold had 
been discovered as early as 1872 in the Yukon, but never in any appreciable quantity, 
that is, not enough to warrant a mass intrusion by hundreds of would-be miners. So 
there was no rea son for a land settlement. But when the big rush hit, Canada claimed 
the town of Skagway, and the United States sent up surveyors to check out the Can
adian petition. Canada wa s found to be wrong and hence the United States gained 
title to some very valuable land and the boundary dispute ended. 

Just as we know that James W . Marshall, John A. Sutter's partner, discovered gold 
on Sutter's property in California on January 24, 1848, so we know that Bob Henderson 
was the discoverer of gold in the Klondike region in 1896. Robert Henderson came · 
from Big Island off the coast of Nova Scotia. He was a sailor and world traveller, 
and had come to Alaska to try his hand at mining . He met a French-Canadian, Joe 
Ladue 1 at Ogilvie in 1894. Ladue, a general store owner ever anxious for more busi
ness I made it a point to tell all newcomers that the land around the Klondike region 
was rich in gold. This he told to Henderson who, enthralled with the idea of finding 
a rich vein, mined in the district for two years mainly on Quartz Creek. He made 
a find in a stream which flowed into the Klondike River; he called the stream Gold 
Bottom and it realized approximately two cents of gold to a pan . Out of loneliness 
he asked George Carmac 1 a salmon fisherman , whom he met at the mouth of the Klon
dike River'j''to join him in his prospecting venture 1 hinting that greater finds would be 
made further up the river. Carmac agreed to go up the river after working with Hen
derson for awhile and promised he would send word if there was anything better. It 
was Carmac who found the choicest mining sites on Bonanza Creek , and he did not 
send back word to' his partner about them . Henderson did not hear of the big strike in 
time to stake a claim so I as his counterpart Sutter in the California rush 1 he never 

.enjoyed full measure of his discovery. The Canadian government recognized him as 
the discoverer of gold in the Klondike and awarded him a pension conditional on his 
not prospecting any more . This he threw aside and kept looking for another Eldorado 
until he died penniless in 1927. 

There were several routes the would-be prospector could take to reach the Klondike . 
The most important was a round about route which involved an all-water excursion 
from Seattle to St . Michael u a distance of 3 1 000 miles . The total distance to Dawson 
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A TASTE OF ALASKA III (Cont 'd) 

City from Seattle via the combination sea-land route was 4, 722 miles. The big draw
back to it, alth ough it was the easiest route in summer, was that one had to start 
early enough to avoid the cold weather or else he could not navigate on the frozen 
rivers once in Alaska. 

-I/) 
0 c 
1/) '

'- :J r; ..... 
c Q) 

<;:0: 
Q) 

0: 

Figure 1. 

Since the ideal route to Alaska began by steamer from the West coast, cities along 
the coast vied heavily for the business of outfitting the miners. Figure 1 shows a 
map on the reverse of an envelope which advertises a route similar to the one des
cribed above. It suggests outfitting in San Francisco. This advertisement and 
others like it were printed by precious metal smelting and refining companies obvious
ly to stimula te mining activities in Alaska. 

Before the big strike Canada was content to let the United States mining laws apply 
in her territory. But as more people came into the Klondike district, Canada decided 
to protect herself by passing hastily ten new mining laws. The most conspicuous 
and important of these was the fifth which dealt with royalties to be paid the Canadian 
Government. 

Figures 2 and 2A represent Millroy's Pathfinder, a handy booklet which gives all the 
information a potential miner coul d need. On the reverse are the ten Canadian mining 
laws which, needless to say, were not followed to the letter. On the inside front 
cover there is a list of supplies 'necessary for a year's living and mining in Alaska. 
The bulk of the pamphlet is taken up by a large map of Alaska showing the location of 
good strikes and different routes t o the gold fields. 

We get the most colorful view o f history, not from books or newspapers, but from 
letters mailed by people who made the history. Miner• s letters from Alaska are diffi
cult to obtain, and they are naturally quite interesting. One letter I recently came 
upon was mailed from Quartz Creek in 1898, possibly near where Henderson was still 
working his fruitless claim. It is from a miner to his girl friend in Joliet, Illinois, 
and many parts are strictly personal. So I shall reprint only that section which truly 
gives a taste of Alaska. 
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A TASTE OF ALASKA III (Cont 'd) 

Dear Franci s 1 

Quartz Creek 
April 8 1 1898 

Pa ge 11 

..... . .... In your last l e tte r you ask what succe ss we ha ve had with our 
sourdough bread. We a re all e xperts at it and it does not ge t "blacker and blacker 
and sourer" e very time we make a batch . We know how to use soda to prevent that 
as our bread is someti mes green . A batch of dough is whipped up in the morning but 
in the winte r months we have a hard time getting it to ri se because of the weather. 
To overcome this we put the dough inside our s h irts all day . This kee ps it warm and 
makes it rise besides giv ing i t a n extra dash of flavor . 

Figure 2 

Yours 1 

Geo W Dennison 
Y T Canada 

Figure 2A 
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All along the Yukon Riv e r cla ims were yie lding fantas t ic results 
1 

often as high as 
$212 a pa n . Circle 1 Alaska 1 whose postoffice wa s founde d in 1896 received s uc h 
a n influx of huma nity that th e result wa s a s you s e e in Figure 3. ' 
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A TASTE OF ALASKA III (Cont'd) 

Figure 3. 

. .... 

This is a cover whose letter was written in Circle but the Circle postoffice having run 
out of stamps, the letter had to be carried 180 miles to Dawson, the nearest operating 
postoffice and mailed there. In the summer this would be fairly easy to effect; it would 

'be a straight water route down the Yukon. But at this time of winter the Yukon was fro
zen over, so the cover had to be carried overland in sub-zero temperatures by dog or 
reindeer team. 

Figure· 4. 

GOLDEN NORTH HOTEL, 
BOND ST.1 • • e~T. MAIN AND STATE., 

SKAQUAY, ALASKA. 

fHOS. WHITTEN. Manager. 

Figure 4 is a cover from Skagway, Alaska, also at the height of the gold rush, in 1899. 
Note the corner card of the "Golden North Hotel" showing what this region meant to 
most people. Also note the earlier spelling of Skaguay. 

Between 1896 and 1900, $51,555,000 in gold had been taken from the Klondike. Finally, 
every available site had been taken and large companies were buying all the claims they 
could. Many had made fortunes; many however, were still poor. So when the rumor 
came that gold had been discovered near Nome, another rush ensued. 

(To be Continued) 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

By Sheldon H. Dike 

The history of the boundaries of New Mexico Territory is an interesting story. The 
northwest corner of present New Mexico, that drained by the Canadian River, was part 
of the original tract once belonging to France, later to Spain, still later back to France, 
and eventually was a part of the Louisiana Purchase. This part of New Mexico belonged 
to the United States from 1803 to 1819 when the western boundary of the Purchase was 
finally settled by the Treaty of 1819 with Spain. From 1804 to 1805 it was part of the 
District of Louisiana, from 1805 to 1812 it was part of the Louisiana Territory, and from 
1812 to 1819 it was part of Missouri Territory . All of New Mexico thereafter· belonged 
to Spain and later to Mexico until Texas declared her independence in 183 5, defeated 
the Mexican forces 1 and signed the treaty of 183 6 with General Santa Anna who, among 
other things I agreed to accept the western boundary of Texas as being the Rio Grande. 
Even though, when Texas accepted the offer of statehood in 1845, the U . S. agreed to 
make good the Texas western boundary claim 1 the argument that eastern New Mexico 
was once a part of the Republic of Texas has no real foundation. Disagreements arose 
with Mexico concerning the Texas boundary 1 leading to the Mexican War in 1846. 

The "Army of the West" was organized in June at Fort Leavenworth under command of 
Col. Stephen W. Kearny. Its mission was to occupy the broad area of New Mexico 
west to California. Kearny's army left Bent's Fort on the Arkansas River on August 2 1 

1846, and on the 14th 1 15th 1 and 16th, respectively, he arrived at Las Vegas, Teco
lote I and San Miguel. Kearny 1 now a brigadier general/ rode into the plaza of Santa 
Fe at 5 o'clock on August 18, 18416 . By the skillful use of advance agents, not a shot 
was fired. At each town I General Kearny absolved the people from their allegiance 
to Mexico and promised protectio~ to the life, property 1 and religion of all who peace
fully submitted to the new order . 1 He organized a civil government for the Territory 
and appointed Charles Bent 1 part owner of Bent's Fort 1 as Governor. 

A code of laws 1 founded _mainly on the laws of Missouri and Texas 1 was prepared by 
Colonel Doniphan/ who was an accomplished lawyer . This code of laws was in force 
in New Mexico as late as the year 1885 1 and was known as the Kearny code. Parts 
are still on the books. (Unfortunately the original copy was swiped by California.) 

Mexico gave up the struggle in 1847 and at the city of Guadalupe Hidalgo a treaty was 
signed on February 2, 1848. At this time the United States was in possession of 
Mexico City I Chihuahua, the eastern seaports of Mexico/ as well as all the territory 
now forming the states of New Mexico/ Arizona/ and California 1 together with Lower 
California. The treaty was ratified by the United States Senate on Marth 10th 1 and by 
the Mexican Senate on May 5 1 1848. In that same year, January 24th 1 to be exact/ 
gold was discovered at Sutter's Mill (now known as Coloma) 1 California. 

In addition/ for the vast territory obtained/ the U.S. agreed to pay Mexico $15
1
000,000. 

At 6 o'clock, A.M., June 12 1 1848, the flag of the United States was taken down from 
the National Palace in Mexico City, and replaced with the colors of Mexico . American 
troops were withdrawn, and the occupation of Mexico by the United States was at an 
end. On July 4, 1848 I President Polk proclaimed the treaty . The area of territory ob 
tained by this treaty (exclusive of the area claimed by Texas) was estimated at 
622,568 square miles. 

Since Texas claimed all the territory east of the Rio Grande, she sent a Texan judge 
to hold court in New Mexico. But New Mexico ignored the claim of Texas and the 
presence of her jurist I and elected a New Mc~xican delegate to Congress, hoping to 
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achieve territorial status. Texas was incensed and declared she would seize New 
Mexico to the Rio Grande by force. But the government in Washington warned her 
against this sort of action. Then the southern states threw in with Texas in her 
sense of injury and, out of the ensuing controversy evolved the Compromise of 1850. 
Under its provisions California became a state, Texas was paid $10 1 000 1 000 for the 
land under dispute with New Mexico I and the areas of Utah and New Mexico were 
defined. 

"That all that portion of the territory of the United States bounded as follows: 
Beginning at a point in the Colorado River 1 where the boundary line with the Republic 
of Mexico crosses the same; thence eastwardly with the said boundary line to the 
Rio Grande ; thence following the main channel of said river to the parallel of the 
thirty- second degree of north latitude; thence east with said degree to its intersection 
with the one hundred and third degree of longitude west of Greenwich; thence north 
with said degree of longitude to the parallel of thirty-eight degree of north latitude; 
thence west with said parallel to the summit of the Sierra Madre; thence south with 
the crest of said mountains to the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude; thence 
west with said parallel to its intersection with the boundary line of the State of Cali
fornia; thence with said boundary line to the place of beginning--be 1 and the same 
is hereby I erected into a temporary government by the name of the Territory of New 
Mexico." 

Note that not only was the major eastern boundary of New Mexico specified at the 
103rd meridian, but that the original territorial boundaries encompassed all of what is 
now Arizona, part of what is now southern Nevada, and a portion of what is now south 
eastern Colorado. (See map.) 

HISTORICAL MAP OF NEW MEXICO 
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As provided by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo , a joint commission was formed to 
establish and mark the boundary, between U.S . and Mexico. This was described in 
the treaty by referring to a map, attached to the treaty, known as the Disturnell map . 
Unfortunately 1 the Disturnell map allowed serious differences of opinion as to where 
the southern boundary should lie. The town of Paso (El Paso; now called Juarez) was 
located about 40 miles too far north and 100 miles too far east, according to the latitude 
and longitude shown. 

Various negotiations followed but no agreement was reached before 1853 when a new line 
was agreed to under the Treaty of Mesilla, better known as the Gadsden Purchase . The 
purchase "was for the purpose of more correctly defining and making a more regular line 
and certain boundary between the United States and Mexico, "because of the desire "to 
remove every cause of disagreement which might interfere in any manner with the better 
friendship and intercourse between the two countries, and especially in respect to the 
true limits which should be established , when, not withstanding what was covenanted 
in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in the year 1848, opposite interpretations have been 
urged , which might give occasion to questions of serious moment, to avoid them and to 
strengthen and more firmly maintain the peace which happily prevails between the two 
republics . . . " 

Mr. Gadsden returned to Washington with the drafts of three treaties. The acceptance 
of any one by the United States was to void the other two . It is interesting to speculate 
on what the acceptance of either of the first two would have meant to the history of the 
Southwest . These treaties were numbered according to the size of the territory and the 
amount of payment mentioned in them: 

First: Starting from a point in the center of the Rio Grande on the parallel of 2 8° north 
latitude 1 thence west to the Gulf of California , thence to take in the whole of Lower 
California I for which the United States was to pay the sum of $25 , 000 1 000. 

Second: Starting from the center of the Rio Grande in north latitude 31 o 47 •; thence 
west one hundred miles; thence s outh to north latitude 31 o; thence west to the Gulf of 
California , for which the United States was to pay the sum of $15 , 000 , 000 . 

Third: This was the treaty finally agreed to which gave to the United States the area 
generally known as the "Gadsden Purchas e" for which Mexico was paid the sum of 
$101000,000 . 

The following is quoted from Farish ' s "History of Arizona": 

"The argument advanced for the adoption of the treaty which gave t he land em
braced in the Gadsden Purchase , was that the United States would have a port on the 
Colorado River. At that time the Gila River was also supposed to be navigable 

1 
a nd 

the land embraced within the purchase , according t o the surveys which had been pre
viously made I a nd the expedition of Capt. P. St. George Cooke 

1 
with his wagon train , 

proved it to be easily adapt ed for a railroad . The whole country was thought to be 
barren; great statesmen of that day declared that Ari zona was almost exclusively a 
desert, and so also was New Mexico; that neither of these great States could eve r sup
port any large population . This, however , was the argument advanced by all those who 
were opposed to the extension of slavery and regarded all territory that might be ac
quired by the United States 1 south of the 33rd parallel, as future slave territory . 

-------
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Could they have realized that in the short period of twelve years thereafter slavery would 
have been abolished in the Southern States, there is little doubt that the first treaty sub
mitted by Gadsden would have been adopted . This would have given to us the port of 
Guaymas on the Gulf of California , the major portion of what is now Sonora and Chihuahua, 
and all of Lower California . " 

The treaty was proclaimed on 30 June 1854 . The price paid was about 34 cents per acre. 
The boundary was marked in 185 5-56. The northern boundary of New Mexico was still ob
scure in part because of uncertainty as to which mountain range was intended by the name 
Sierra Madre . Maps of the time show various boundary lines in this area. It later 
appeared clear that the intent was to include the entire Rio Grande basin, that the mountain 
range actually meant was the Sierra de San Juan, and that the boundary in this region was 
the continental divide. 

The next major boundary change occurred in 1861 with the formation of the Territory of 
Colorado. This change caused the headwaters of the Rio Grande to be lost to New Mexico, 
as the Colorado-New Mexico boundary was set at the 37th parallel. 

During the Civil War various parts of New Mexico were occupied by the Confederate Forces. 
The Confederate Territory of Arizona was proclaimed by General Baylor of the Confederacy 
in August 1861 at Mesilla . Union troops succeeded in forcing the Confederate forces out 
of New Mexico in April 1862 , and before the Civil War was over 1 the Territory of Arizona 
was proclaimed in February 1863. This set the western boundary of New Mexico at 32 
degrees west of Washington, which is about 109 degrees west of Greenwich. 

New Mexico Boundaries remained constant for many years thereafter. Then began a long 
series of disputes concerning the eastern boundary which was set by previous statute as 
the 1 03rd meridian. Apparently somebody (probably Texas) began to worry about this and 
caused Congress to adopt a measure which resulted in a shift of the Texas-New Mexico 
boundary on all government land office maps after 1891 . After this data one finds on the 
Land Office maps of the early ' 90 ' s the following notation along the shifted boundary line : 

"l03rd Meridian as established by Clark's Survey of 1859 under the Act of 
June 51 18 58 and confirmed under act approved March 3 , 1891 . " 

This boundary shift was apparently not widely publici zed because 1 as far as I know 1 it 
was indicated for many years only on government maps. For example 1 Rand-McNally maps 
of the period do not show the shift until after 1910. The earliest commercial map that I 
have s een that shows the boundary shift is one published by Mathews-Northrup in 1902 . 

It wasn ' t until New Mexico was about to become a state that the issue was clearly stated. 
A joint resolution of Congress on February 16 1 1911 declared that "these boundary lines 
as run and marked by John H . Clark in 18 59-60 shall remain the ·true boundary lines of 
Texas and New Mexico. " 

Now it happened that Clark had surveyed the northern end of this line for about 170 miles 
and the southern end for about 69 miles, but left a gap of about 69 miles unmarked. Most 
of the marks he established were merely piles of stones or mounds of earth. Some of 
these have been identified only in recent years . 
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Implementing the above joint resolution commissioners were authorized to re-mark the 
north-south line as determined by Clark, so far as it could be identified. Where no 
marks were found or where no survey had been made, straight lines were to be run con
necting the recovered points. Therefore surveys were run north from the Clark marker 
identifying the intersection of the 3 2nd parallel and 1 03rd meridian up to the 3 3rd 
parallel which is as far as Clark had gone. Sim!larly, a survey was started from the 
known northern boundary marked south to the 34th parallel where Clark had stopped. 
Between the ends of these two lines a straight line was drawn . These surveys indi
cated that the north end of the line was a longitude 103 degrees, 2 minutes~ and 
2 8. 2 8 seconds 1 and that the southern end was at longitude 103 degrees, 3 minutes u 

55.02 seconds. Hence there is an east- west difference of about 1- 1/2 miles between 
the two parts of the line 1 and both of them are west of the originally specified boundary. 
Between the 33rd and 34th parallels a straight line was run which bears east of north 
by 1 degree I 42 seconds . Large markers of concrete were set up at a number of points 
along the entire line and prominent marks were established every mile . The difference 
between the present boundary and the true 1 03rd meridian represent s an area (gained 
by Texas) of nearly 900 square miles. 

There was apparently no similar argument with Oklahoma and the eastern boundary 
there was established by the General Land Office in 1881 at longitude 103 degrees 

1 

6 . 78 seconds . This is only about 500 feet off the original boundary specification. 
The difference causes the noticeable jog in the eastern boundary of New Mexico at 
the Texas-Oklahoma border. 

It was similarly agreed that the Clark survey for the 32nd parallel representing part 
of the boundary on the south be made the legal one . However 1 the differences between 
it and the true line are trivial. 

There are also minor differences in the present northern and western boundaries (from 
the stat ute values). 

************** ***************** 

New finds of New Mexico Territorial Markings include PLAIN (1910) 
reported by F. H . Alpers, Jr . I HODGES ( 1909) reported by Jerry Van Alsburg , and a 
cut-to-shape FIERRO (1907) submitted by R. W . Gate. Two new Arizona markings 
were reported by R. W . Gate I both being cut-to-shape examples: RHOADES ( 1907) 
and TACNA a895). 

Dave Jarret t writes that he is preparing an article on early Denver covers 
and would be pleased to hear from anyone having covers that he has not already 
recorded. 
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By W. Scott Polland M . D. 

Page 18 

Postmaster R. F. Perkins of San Francisco must have been a man of unusual con
victions . He created several innovations in the San Francisco Post Office . In 1864 
when the Nicaragua route was re-opened, he permitted the U.S. Mail to be dispatched 
by this route, even though the mail contract was still held by the Pacific Mail Steam
ship Company. He did this because the service was better and the mailing time was 
reduced several days. However, after a few months this service was stopped by order 
of the U.S. Postmaster General. 

Philatellically he is better known for the creation of certain 10¢ envelopes of the 1861 
series. See figures I and II . In Filatelic Facts and Fallacies, Vol. I 1 October 1892 -
September 1893 I Page 132 1 these envelopes were first described in an article headed 
"Interesting United States Envelopes" by W. S . (W. Sellschopp). He states that som e 
of these envelopes were shown to local postoffice officials who said that they had been 
used extensively, although they were not obsolete or demonetized at the time 1 and the 
regular envelopes were known used from the west up into the 1870's . 

In the American Philatelist of September 1956 1 Thomas D. Perry has written a very in
teresting article called "Early Penalty Envelope." He calls attention to the fact that 
with the change in rate from east to west 1 on July 1 1 1863, from 10¢ to 3¢ per half 
ounce, the San Francisco Post Office may have had a large supply of the 1861 -10¢ 
envelope. Rather than send them back to Washington, Postmaster Perkins proceeded 
to demonetize them I and use them for official business at the San Francisco Post Office. 

Figure I 

· l3.tJ ralli11y at 1i;!f~ ,l'hatP o{/if·e, ~oafhP(I.<~f r·m·,w,· of' /hf' l111 1diog, 11r,r, 11 1 
a ·LVIIuu"Me lrttrr. · 

H .. F. P.E.HK1X8, P . . \1. 

Author's Collection 
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THE PENALTY ENVELOPES OF R. F. PERKINS, P.M . OF SAN FRANCISCO (Cont'd} 

Figure II 

• 

Author's Collection 

There were two types of these envelopes . Figure I shows the type with printed line 
across the stamp "San Francisco Post Office" and below the official type set notice, 
"By calling at my private office, southeast corner of the building you will receive a 
valuable letter, R. F. Perkins, P.M." This would seem to refer to a registered letter 1 

however 1 I have seen only three or four of this type, and none of them had enclosures. 

Figure II is an illustration of the second type 1 although it is the only one I have seen 
without the San Francisco postmark. All of these have the official designation "P. 0. 
Business Free" and the facsimile signature "R.F .Perkins P.M." I have seen ten or 
twelve of these I and the handstamp varies considerably in position. Both types show 
destruction of the 10¢ stamp by a ragged hole through the stamp and envelope 1 probably 
made by a spindle. Several of these have had enclosures of box rent notices, and 
others have enclosures of return registered letter receipts. Figure II is addressed to the 
same individual as Figure I 1 and has a manuscript notation "Reg. Receipts." 

Figure III shows a similar envelope and the original enclosure 
1 

a return registered re
ceipt. Apparently a registered letter was sent by James L. Martell to A. Firth of Boston, 
Massachusetts I on Sept. 8, 1866, and was received at Boston on Oct. 2, and the 
receipt was mailed back to San Francisco 1 and was received there on Oct. 3 0. There 
is a manuscript note on the front 'Reed Nov S/66." 
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THE PENALTY ENVELOPES OF R . F . PERKINS, P . M. OF SAN FRANCISCO (Cont'd) 

Figure III 

Author's Collection 

From the evidence it seems conclusive that Postmaster R. F. Perkins 1 probably without 
authority from the U. S. Postmaster General, created official envelopes for use in the San 
Francisco Post Office . The se are early fore-runners of the penalty overprinted stamped 
envelopes which started about 1878 . All of the dates that I have seen were after July 1, 
1863 and extend into 1867 . During th is t i me the Postmaster General apparently did not 
protest their usage. Whether or not the supply of these envelopes ran out 1 or he was 
ordered to stop 1 I am not certa in . I have seen envelopes of this type which had not been 
demonetized 1 and with the addition of stamps, used to pay postage from San Francisco 
to foreign countries 1 in 1868 and 1869. This would indicate that there were still some of 
these available in San Francisco 1 or at least were recognized by the San Francisco Post 
Office for regular postage . 
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A GROUP OF VERY EARLY CALIFORNIA EXPRESSES 

By A. Jay Hertz 

CADY'S EXPRESS 

One of the earliest expresses in California (it might even be the earliest), running 
between San Francisco and Fort Sacramento , was an express operated by Charles L. 
Cady, in July, 184 7. The gold rush was two years away and for the tiny settlement 
on the Bay, this service must have seemed a precious one I indeed . Sutter, then a 
self-appointed captain, acted as agent for the express , at the far end of the line. 
What today could be covered in two or three hours , must have taken the same number 
of days. What mode of transportation was used; whether the letters, papers and light 
packages were carried by horse, coach or wagon, does not seem to be stated. It prob
ably was a horse, as that required the least outlay and the least expense to run and 
maintain it. 

The company's advertisement appeared in the Californian 1 (the first newspaper in that 
state), July 31, 1847: 

"Express mail. The undersigned respectfully informs the citizens of California 
that he has commenced running an Express Mail between San Francisco and 
Fort Sacramento and accomodating all the intermediate important places on the 
route . The time of starting from and arriving in San Francisco, will be regu
lated to connect with the government mail between San Francisco and San Diego . 
And will leave San Francisco every Monday morning and Fort Sacramento, every 
Thursday morning of the week. 

Letters 1 papers and very l~ght packages will be carried with safety and dispatch . 
The Post Office stations are at San Francisco - B. R. Buckelew' s; Sausalito -

San Rafael - Petaloma - Sonoma - Boggs and Scott; Nampa - Benicia - Robert 
Semple; Cash Creek - Fort Sacramento - Cap't J . A. Sutter. 

Charges on letters through, 2 5 cents. From either extremity of the line, to 
Sonoma or Nampa , 12 -l/2 cents and from either extremity of the line to any of 
the intermediate places, 18 3/4 cents and 6-l/2 cents 1 depending on the 
longer and shorter distances 1 whether within or beyond the middle stations. 

Postage always in advance . 
Charles L . Cady, 
San Francisco , July 31 , 184 7 . " 

How much mail was carried would be hard to say . Social and business correspondence, 
was nil. The only letters of any number or importance 1 must have been to and from 
Sutter and others of an official nature. 

From the History of State of California I by r. M. Guinn I p . 217: 

"The first local express was started by Charles L. Cady in August, 1847 . 
It left San Francisco every Monday and Fort Sacramento 

1 
its other terminus , 

every Thursday . Letters 1 2 5 cents. Its route was by way of Saucelito, Napa, 
and Petaluma to Sacramento . " 

The frustrating thing about these early expresses , is the lack of information about their 
doings. Reporting was non-existant, the expressman himself carrying what news there 
was. Other news was clipped from outside papers that came to hand, again by the ex-
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Cady's Express 

pressmen. So Cady • s Express carried on for a while and then is heard of, no more . But 
it was the firs t timid step of a long line 1 that enped with the thundering hoofs of the -
horses of Wells Fargo's stage coaches. 

GRAMMER'S EXPRESS 

There can be no doubt of the fact that the delivery of the early mail I was a sad and in
efficient state of affairs. The Placer Times (Sacramento), Aug. 18 1 1849 commented: 

"It. is stuck in the mud half of the time and might as well be the other half . No 
newspapers are sent up from the Bay and we understand that the postmaster at San 
Francisco cannot afford to employ clerks. Who will establish an express? And 
who will not give a dollar for every letter promptly delivered? ... . " 

Two men replied to that call by establishing expresses . On Aug. 25th he writes: 

"Since our last 1 two expresses have been established between this city and 
San Francisco . . . . " 

Wiltsee surmises that the two may have been Halstead and Kimball 1 the newsman (later, 
Noisy Carrier) . But the greater probability 1 was that one of the two 1 may have been 
Joseph Grammer , for the following good reason. A certain gentleman, Cornelius Cole, 
traveling across the country with a party of Argonauts from Missouri to Sutter's Fort I 
finally settled on the middle fork of the American River, near Coloma . In his book, 
wherein he detailed the record of his travels, he describes the following: 

"The visit of one of our number:, as often as once a fortnight to Coloma, though 
usually for provisions , was not for food alone. The names of the miners from all 
the country about 1 a long list 1 were left at a store there 1 when an enterprising 
person, a Mr . Grammar (sic) armed with them 1 would proceed to San Francisco 
and after a personal search in the post office there, bring all the letters he could 
find for his patrons. He gauged the time for his visit so as to meet the incoming 
of each monthly steamer from Panama . For his mail service , Grammar (sic) was 
willingly paid at the rate of one dollar a letter. His coming was the more eagerly 
awaited I as he usually brought, besides letters, the general news from the East." 

A short while later , Grammer raised his fee to $1.50. He serviced the mines around 
Georgetown , preceeding Gibbs 1 who later carried his express through that area. After 
Gibbs came Adams I Hunter and lastly Wells Fargo. 

Grammer's Express was one of the earliest . Cole • s diary or record, is dated July 24 I 
1849 - this , when the events he listed occurred . In that event, it places Grammer at the 
head of the list. He was either first or a contemporary of Todd and Ballou. -----

Wiltsee places Grammer ' s Express as operating between Forest Hill and Sacramento. This 
was an early, one man I short lived express. As far as this writer knows, there are only 
two or three covers known . 
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CALIFORNIA STAR EXPRESS 

This express should have been called the Express of the California Star. The Star was 
a newspaper, owned and operated by Samuel Brannan, probably one of the most unusual 
characters the West ever produced. He was an operator in the realty field when San 
Francisco was a young city and property could be bought for almost nothing; a banker, 
a miner, a store keeper and a newspaper publisher . Now he was starting an express. 

By religious conviction, he was a Mormon. When Brigham Young the Mormon Head sent 
one of his apostles to collect from Brannan, the tithe that every Mormon was obligated 
to give to his church, Brannan sent this message to Brigham Young, "I'll only give my 
tithe to the Lord Himself - not to any agent or intermediary. " 

Brannan was a very rich and successful man . Everything he undertook, prospered. See
ing the need for mail delivery between the Missouri and the Far West, he decided to try 
his hand at this new venture. From his paper, California Star, Jan. 15 ·, 1848: 

"The California Star Express (60 days to Independence, Mo. by way of Salt 
Lake), will leave this place on the lst of April and New Helvetia on the 15th, 
Postage on letters, 50 cents . Single copies of the Star for sale at the Office 
in Washington St. , rear of the U . S. Barracks . " 

Two months later, as the time for the departure of the express drew near, he again in
serted an advertisement in his paper, March 2 5, 184 8: 

"Observe! - The express for the United States leaves this Saturday next {April 1st) 
and our mail bags, at this office, will positively close on the afternoon of that 
day . " 

To get mail for his second trip, he again inserted an item in h is paper a month later, 
April 29, 1848: 

"Express to the States. We have made positive arrangements for another express 
to leave this place for Independence on the 2Oth of June, next, without fail. 
Postage on letters, 50 cents . Papers, 12-1/2 . " 

This seems to be the final notice inserted by Brannan . Whether he failed to get enough 
mail for further trips or whether he was doing so well in his other enterprises, that he 
could not devote the time to his express , does not appear . In everything else he suc
ceeded. Did he fail in this venture ? 

WELD AND CO.'S EXPRESS 

Weld's Express, one of the early expresses., is believed to be the first organized ex
press company. Its advertisement first appeared in the Alta California, Oct. 18, 1849 
and in the Placer Times, Oct. 2 7, same year. It could be said to have been the "mother 
of expresses" as it was dire ctly responsible for the resulting of three expresses, each 
of its owners starting an express of his own, besides the Weld Express itself. The four 
were: Edward D. Weld, who was the senior partner in the express of his name; F.P. 
Tracy, who with his relatives, was the owner or interested in some of the five Tracy 
Expresses; T . R. Hawley, who bought out his partners to form his own express and 
William H. Tiffany, who ran his own express while a partner in Weld's and with whom 
Weld's connected . 
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Weld and Co.'s Express 

It is important to note the fluidity of these combinations and partnerships. Most of them 
were temporary or short-lived and they branched out, in every conceivable directi-on. Let 
us consider one example. 

Hawley purchased Angle's Express from Justin Spear, its owner. John M. Freeman, who 
represented the house of Adams and Company in Panama, bought a half interest in Hawley ' s 
Express and in the winter of 1850, bought out Hawley and started Freeman and Co.'s Ex
press. 

Weld's Express was hailed by the press. It operated between San Francisco and Sacra
mento, where it met Birch's Express and Stage Line going to Mormon Island and Sutter ' s 
Mills. 

From Placer Times, Sacramento, Oct. 27, 1849: 

"This express seems to be established on a firm basis and will, undoubtedly 
prove a great convenience to the public, and in a brief period, be a source 
of great revenue to the responsible 1 energetic and enterprising gentlemen con
nected with it. It connects at this point with Mr. Birch ' s Express and Stage 
Line which leaves here every morning for Mormon Island and Sutter ' s Mills. 
The proprietors have safes aboard the steamers plying between Sacramento and 
San Francisco and every precaution is taken t o guard against loss, as well as 
to render the transmission of parcels and letters prompt and regular. Office 
of the express at the store of S. Brannan & Co. on J Street 1 corner of Front. " 

From its advertisement in Alta California 1 Oct. 18 1 1849, we glean the following infor
mation: 

"Weld & Co.'s Inland Express, By steamer between San Francisco and Sacra
mento City I Stockton, Benicia and New York. In connection with Tiffany & Co.'s 
Express from Sacramento City to Vernon and Culloma I Mormon Island and other 
parts of the mining region upon the branches of the Sacramento. The subscribers 
would give notice that they have established an express between San Francisco 
and Sacramento City, with offices in Benicia and New York and tha t the line will 
imme diately extend to Stockton. We will attend to the carriage and delivery of 
specie, gold dust I and parcels of every description; to the collection of drafts 

1 

bills I etc .... 
Edward D. Weld, 
F. P. Tracy I 
T. R. Hawley, 
Wm. H. Tiffany. " 

This express had too many human dynamos and wild, adventurous spirits, to re main to
gether for any length of time. Weld faded from the scene with his express. Tracy was 
employed by We lls Fargo & Company and made a great name for them and himself, before 
he started his own business. Hawley's Express was merged by the second partner, Free
man, into another great express 1 that endured for many years. Weld was truly a pioneer 
and its parts, branched out to all corners of the express world. 

PAGE & HOFFMAN'S EXPRESS 

The passage of mail from the Atlantic to the Pacific in 1849, was a doubtful and precarious 
undertaking. Even if a letter were to arrive at San Francisco, the chances that it would find 
the man to whom it was addressed at the mines, was very slight indeed. Such seemed to have 
been the quandry i n which Henry Page found himself. On Nov. 22, 1849, he wrote to his wife: 
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"I have no doubt of your writing to me but we are not able to get the 
letters from the P. 0. in San Francisco unless we make a trip to that 
place on purpose - and that would cost $100 from this place to the 
Bay and back again. We have sent orders to the Postmaster at San F. 
t'o have our letters forwarded to this P . 0. but he pays no attention to 
the business - and last night we made another trial with the express 
agent and we will know on the 27th whether he succeeds or not." 

(From "Wagons West , " by Elizabeth Page). 

Page 25 

This matter so annoyed and worried Page, that he determined to right matters, if he 
could, by becoming an expressman . His fortunes at the mines, had not been noteworthy 
and ·so, having little to lose, he made his choice. 

J. T. Hoffman had sensed the importance of, and the necessity for miners receiving and 
sending mail. Since the Winter of 1849, he had been carrying letters to and from the 
American River country . 

Page found Hoffman to be a man who thought as he did and he went into partnership 
with him under the name of Page & Hoffman • s Express. Their route ran from San Fran
cisco to Sacramento, Mud Springs and vicinity . 

They didn't continue in business for any length of time for bigger, better and cheaper 
expresses were starting to operate . But for a brief, historic moment, they had pioneered . 

RANDOLPH'S EXPRESS 

The early expresses of 1849, are of particular interest, because the pioneers of any 
place or work, are interesting. Pioneering means struggle and getting on by sheer 
force of will and self determination. Such was the pioneer express of W.G.Randblph . 

His route lay between Stockton I the southern rumping-off place leading to the southern 
mines and Mariposa county, the southern end of the Mother Lode . 

Randolph had several partners and operated a pack-train over part of the country. At 
the same time, he operated an express service which carried letters, papers and small 
parcels. They bought necessities, staples and provisions in Stockton as inexpensively 
as buying in quantities allowed and reaped considerable profit on the operation , at the 
mines. Potatoes, coffee, flour, mining equipment, shirts, in fact anything that was 
apt to sell easily and quickly, was the stock carried . For letters, the charge was $1. 50; 
papers, a trifle less and a graduate scale for the parcels of various sizes. 

The following is a statement of Randolph's from Wiltsee's "Pioneer Miner," P . 39: 

" . . . . When we left home we sent some ten or twelve thousand dollars of pro
visions round the Horn to San Francisco , and while we were at Los Angeles 
we dispatched two of our party to that place to receive these provisions and 
forward them to us at Stockton . The travel was very irregular and on account 
of that and other reasons, we did not receive the provisions, and consequently 
were left to our own resources. We went after the brig came, to Mariposa County , 
where we engaged in mining and packing goods from Stockton to Mariposa County 
and we also had two stores . There our party disbanded and there were eleven of 
us who formed a company and two of the party ran a train of pack mules from 
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Stockton to Mariposa County 
1 

carrying provisions and other freight, others 
attended the two stores and others engaged in mining . Our price for carrying 
provisions over this route was one dollar a pound . We sold flour and potatoes 
for $1. 50 per pound. We got our supplies from Stockton, principally from 
A.P.Sperry and Ethan Allen . . . . 
In connection with our pack train, we ran an express , carrying letters, parcels 1 

etc ., from the Stockton .Post Office to the miners at different points and rer:
ceived a dollar and a half for each letter we delivered and in like proportion for 
larger parcels . On one occasion , we delivered fourteen letters to a gentleman 
for which he paid us twenty-one dollars . The miners were a good set; robbing 
and theiving were unknown as a general thing 1 and a fellow caught at robbing 
on one occasion was hung on the spot, after a trial at camp . ... 
I remained there until 1851 , and then came to San Francisco, and I have been in 
the jewelry business , off and on, ever since . " 

Randolph ' s Express seems to have been a huge success . He ran his express for two years 
and that was enough . He then gave up his express, moved to San Francisco and, as he men
tions, went into the jewelry business. 

TOLLES I EXPRESS 

One of the first of the one-man expressmen , was James S. Tolles . He began his operations 
between San Francisco and the Feather River district in the latter part of 1849 . Whether or 
not he ever had a frank or handstamp, is a matter of conjecture . He probably had a hand
stamp , following the custom of the day . He advertised in the newspapers and by handbills. 

Tolles' Express ran from the Feather River mines to San Francisco , stopping at Brown's Bar, 
Boon's Bar , Stringtown , Fairfield Bar, Bidwell's Bar , Long ' s Bar 1 Marysville , Vernon and 
Sacramento . "The above express will leave the above mentioned mines, once a month, 
bringing down letters in time to meet the steamers and returning with letters and papers from 
the United States . (From an advertisement in the Pacific News) . 

"Persons high up on the South and Middle Forks of the Feather River , can have 
their letters brought an d goods purchased and forwarded to the Mountain Cottage, kept by 
A. Tolles & Co ., 18 miles above Bidwells Bar on the Ridge Road , leading from Marysville 
to Slate Creek , and the headwaters of the Feather River . The express will also attend to 
the forwarding of money to any part of the States or to Great Britain . 

James S. Tolles . " 

He was an exceptional expressman, keeping a diary of his activities . He commented on 
the weat1:ter, his meals , his hardships and his struggles . "This is the first day of winter 
but a very pleasant one . " "Today is the Sabbath but a very unpleasant one . " "I started 
tolerable early for Yuba a nd got there just in time to get on board the Steamer Mint, which 
was just about shoving off and just as i t commenced raining . " A very precise and ob
serving man . 

From these notes , a great deal has been learned of the times , the people and their doings . 
Had a second book of his diary been saved from a fire which destroyed it, a great deal more 
of the expresses of that day might have come to light. 
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His northern depot was the Mountain House, possibly kept by a relative . From this 
place, he operated . Here letters and orders were left. By walking, by rowing when 
the opportunity presented itself and traveling by steamer, he made his way to San 
Francisco and back again to the Feather River area . 

Walking an average distance of from 2 5 to 3 0 miles a day , he went unarmed. Many 
times, he records, wolves were a short distance away but never molested him. 

The road, occasionally, had people going to and coming from, the mines . These miners 
were a great help to the struggling expressman . At various times, he slept in company 
with one group, rode with another and ate with a third . 

He was also careful and resourceful, for he writes how pleased everyone was with the 
manner he collected and delivered his letters . Which was quite a task, for often he 
walked in the drenching rain but he saw to it that the precious letters and papers were 
amply protected . 

His charge was $2 . 00 a letter but, from what we have noted, he earned his fee. These 
were the early days of expressing . 

Later, a steamer began running as far as Yuba City , which helped the weary Tolles 1 

greatly facilitating his journey. 

The trip forth and back 1 took approximately three weeks. He continued his express 
until January 1852, when unable to continue his terrific struggle and 1 to meet the 
mounting competition, he retired from the scene . 

BIRCH & CO .'S EXPRESS 

James E. Birch , as so many other Easterners before him, had come to California to 
seek his fortune . Having dealt with horses before, he started an express in 1849. 
With a man named Davenport, as partner, he started the business but after a few 
months, the partnership was dissolved . From Placer Times, Aug. 18, 1849: 

"Dissolution. The copartnership heretofore existing under the firm of Birch 
and Davenport , is this day dissolved by mutual consent . The Stage Business 
will be continued as heretofore by the subscriber. 
August 1, 1849 . James Birch 1 Sacramento City. " 
aul83t 

He again started out , this time for himself and in a short period, became one of the 
most successful expressmen in the West. Roads were poor and haphazard , for we 
find (Alta California, March 29 , 1850,) " . . . . Owing to the improved conditions of 
the roads, Mr . Birch starts his line of stages between this city (Sacramento) and 
Mormon Island and Culoma , on Monday next. • . . " Later during 1850-52, he ran his 
express between Sacramento and Nevada City . From Alta California 

1 
Sept . 1,1849: 

"New Stage Arrangements for all the Northern Mines - Through by daylight. 
Birch's Line of Stages leave the Sutter Hotel and City Hotel every morning at 
7 o'clock for Mormon Island I Salmon Falls, Greenwood Valley, Georgetown , 
Sutter ' s Mill at Coloma 1 Hangtown and Weaverville, being on the direct route 
to the North 1 South and Middle Forks of the American River . . . . " 
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His horses, coaches and equipment, were of the finest. Quite often, he drove the coach 
himself and being a capable driver, pleased everyone by his performance. From the Placer 
Times, March 9, 1850: 

"Birch's Stage Line. We made an 'experimental trip' in one of Mr. Birch's 
stages a few days ago .... the horses ... dashed .... in a remarkably knowing 
style . Their appearance .. .. is very pleasing .... The party returned highly 
delighted with the hour's ride and fully satisfied that Birch's Line was the 
line to get to the mines in a hurry . " 

Late in 1850, he sold his Sacramento and Coloma Stage line to Anson Briggs, one of his 
drivers and William Cole, Jr . From the Sacramento Transcript, Oct. 5, 1850: 

"Notice. The subscribers inform the public that they have purchased all 
the interest of James Birch in the Sacramento and Coloma Stage Line. 
They respectfully solicit a continuance of the patronage which was so 
liberally bestowed upon the late proprietor. 

William Cole 1 Jr . 1 Anson Briggs 1 Sacramento City. 
Oct. 2, 1850." 

His lines now spread out through all the Northern Mines. From an ad: 

"J. Birch ' s Stage Lines , Office 1 Crescent City Hotel, 
82 and 84 J Street, 

Sacramento, 
John Andrews, Agent. 

Daily Concord Coaches leave the Crescent City Hotel, Sacramento, carry 
the U. S . Mail , viz: 

For Bear River Rough and Ready 
Grass Valley Nevada 
0~~ ~bmn 
Yankee Jims Illinoistown 
Michigan Bluffs Rattlesnake 

and adjacent bars on the North Fork of the American River .... 

In June of 1851 , Birch started a new line 1 "The U.S. Mail Line, The Telegraph Line." This 
he retained only until November, for on that date, Nov. 1851, he sold the line to Haw
worth and Swift. 

Birch's rise caused newspapers to call all his work that of a monopoly . The Nevada Journal 
Jan. 181 1854 (quoted from the State Journal, Sacramento of that date), had an article in ref
erence to what it terms Birch's Stage Monopoly. It is well known that on the first day of 
January , 1854 , all the stage lines running from Sacramento to _the Northern Mines, formed 
a joint stock company and elected James Birch, president. The compliment was justly due 
him, as he is without doubt, the ablest and most successful Stage Manager in California .. • 

That was the organization of the California Stage Company . It may have stirred up a lot 
of objection when it began but soon the tune of the papers changed. From Shasta Courier, 
Nov . 11 , 1 8 54: 
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"California Stage Company. We join most heartily in the praise bestowed upon 
the California Stage Company by the Marysville Herald. We have not heard a 
single word against the line for months past. Indeed there is not the slightest 
possibility for anything of the kind at this end of the line. Mr. Wm McTurck , 
the gentlemanly Agent at this place, never lets an opportunity slip unimproved 
where it is possible for him to accomodate any person and therefore is, as he 
deserves to be, a universal favorite." 

Birch's great aspiration, was to carry the transcontinental mail but in this hope, he 
was defeated by the New York financlers and Messrs. Butterfield, Dinsmore, Fargo 
and Company . But he did get the award for the San Antonio-San Diego line at the 
rate of $2 50, 000 per annum, for semi -weekly service but this , also, he had to relinquish 
later. 

Birch might have ended his career as one of the most successful expressmen in the West, 
had he lived. Late in 1857, Birch, whose family had remained in the East, decided to . 
return home to visit his wife. He embarked on the "Central America" but never saw his 
wife or his friends again. The ship went down and he was lost at sea . "The name of 
James E. Birch appears among the lis t of ill-fated passengers of the Central America 
and of those known to have been lost .... " (Sacramento Union, Nov. 7, 1857). 

During his lifetime, all of his numerous ventures were, with the exception of the Over
land Mail contract, crowned with success. He was enterprising , successful and ad
mired by all with whom he came into contact. He possessed the perfect, winning com
bination. He left his affairs in other, capable hands 1 which were carried on, just as 
he himself would have wanted them. 

HOFFMAN AND LITTLE'S EXPRESS 

F. J . Hoffman, with which this paper deals, was one of the early expressmen, in Cali
fornia, organizing his first express known as Hoffman • s Express in 1849. In 1850, 
he went into partnership with a man by the name of Page, which was short-lived . He 
later took on a new partner , one Robert Little and the firm was now called Hoffman 
and Little. 

The route of this express was from San Francisco and Sacramento, to the south fork of 
the American River and Hangtown, then over the Ridge to the north fork and back, via 
Logtownl Mathenas Creek and Dead Man's Fort, to Sacramento. This route was changed 
as a later advertisement will show. 

From Alvin Harlow's "Old Waybills," P . 111: 

"One of the Argonauts 1 writing from Mud Springs, March 3 , 1850
1 

says 
that a neighbor is going to Sacramento and will take this letter; 

'It is a long way to send to a Postoffice •• .. Now all your letters 
still come directed to San Francisco about 180 miles from here and we 
send for them by men who follow the business of bringing up letters . ... 
We pay them $1.00 for every paper .•.. and $1.60 besides the 40 cents 
postage, for every letter .. .. as soon as the roads are better, I suppose 
it will be much cheaper.' 

This essential difference in rates was used in practice by Page 
himself when he became an expressman a few months later. Dis
appointed in his hopes as a miner 1 he went into partnership in the early 
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autumn of 1850, with F. J. Hoffman, who had been since the previous 
winter 1 carrying letters to the American River country. 

Hoffman then had six hundred subscribers and Page I by solicitation 
added nearly a thousand more, to the list . They charged $1. SO a 
letter in the summer and $2.00 during the rainy season. Three or 
four times a month I Hoffman went to Sacramento and San Francisco 
for letters 1 Page 1 meanwhile delivering the previous batch on horse
back up the American River to the forks 1 thence along the south fork 
to Hangtown (Placerville) I then over the ridge to the north fork and 
back to Logtown , Mathenas Creek and Dead Man's Fort to Sacramento . 
Page later returned to his home in Illinois and Hoffman took on a new 
partner , named Little . 

Gregory advertised in July, 1851 : 
"Our daily express . .. . has acquired unprecedented popularity - and 
by the expresses of Hunter & Co . through El Dorado; Hoffman & 
Little's Express 1 Nevada and route . . .. we daily dispatch and receive 
matter to and from all the Northern mines .. . . " 

From Nevada Journal , April 19 1 1851: 

"Hoffman & Little's Express. Prom Rough and Ready 1 Nevada, Grass 
Valley 1 Newtown and Bridgeport to Sacramento and San Francisco ... . 
in connection with Freeman & Co. ' s Express of Sacramento City ... . 
Collections in any part of the mines attended to. 

Agencies : 
Freeman & Co. , Sacramento 1 

Hubbard & Hodge , Nevada, 

F. J . Hoffman I 

Robert Little . " 

Warren Banks & Co., Grass Valley .. .. 
We are the only persons authorized to connect with Freeman 

& Co. on our various routes , who are the only agents of the well known 
house of Adams & Co. in this state. 19tf 
Aprill9 , 1851." 

Subsequently, his son-in-law I C . C. Beekman , went into the express business and 
Hoffman retired. Beekman succeeded to the business of Cram, Rogers & Co.'s 
Express, in 1855. Hoffman & Little's Express was in opposition to Bowers & Co's 
Express in 1851, over the same route and connected at Sacramento with Gregory & 
Co.'s Express. 

The Hoffma_n Express had a handstamp of a single line oval with the words "Hoffman's! 
Express/Jacksonville," the first and last words, in semi-oval, following the outline; 
the word "Express" being straight. 



WESTERN EXPRESS - OCTOBER 1964 Page 31 

A GROUP OF VERY EARLY CALIFORNIA EXPRESSES - (Cont'd) 

ANGLE, YOUNG & CO . 'S EXPRESS 

In 1850, San Francisco was a small fast-growing town and Sacramento wasn't as large. 
It was imperative that communications be established between the two towns , as Sacra
mento was the place that was the gateway between both Southern and Northern Mines, 
and through which all miners had to go . Thus in the early part of 1850, Angle, Young 
& Co.'s Express was formed. 

We first hear of them in the Pacific News, Feb. 21, 1850: 

"Angle, Young & Co.'s Express . 
For the general transmission of business and the conveyance of 
letters , packages, Gold Dust, etc. , between the various mining 
districts, Sacramento City, San Francisco 1 the United States and 
Europe. Office in San Francisco at Fitts and Tildens, corner of 
Clay and Montgomery Sts. Sacramento City , Front St., between 
K & L Sts . 

Angle, Young & Co . have procured the exclusive rights to carry 
express matter on Steamer Senator." 

From that day on , their advertisement appears every few days 1 from month to month . 
From Alta California 1 March 5th and April 2 1 1850: 

"Angle 1 Young & Co . 's Express for the general transmission and 
transaction of business and the conveyance of letters 1 packages 
and gold dust 1 etc., between the various mining districts , Sac . 
City, Sanfrancisco , the United States and Europe ... . " 

In the early part of June , Young left the company and Angle continued on alone. 

Angle catered to the Alta by delivering papers to their office, as was the custom of 
all expresses of the day. Q'une 6 o 1850) "Notice. Acknowledgement. We have to 
thank Messrs . Angle & Co . for Sacramento papers of Wednesday morning." 

About this time , Justin Spear secured control of Angle & Co . Now both Angle and 
Young had retired from active participation in the company 's affairs and Spear had 
become the sole owner of Angle and Co . 

On July 1, 1850 , J . M . Freeman joined the organization of Hawley & Co. and on 
that day 1 the firm of Hawley & Co. bought out Angle & Co. From the Sacramento 
Trahscript , July 8 1 1850: 

"Hawley & Co . have purchased the interest of Angle & Co . 's Express 
together with the exclusive privilege of running the express daily on 
the Senator and Gold Hunter . Mr . Justin Spear, the former proprietor 
of Angle & Co . 's Express, will conduct the business of the office in 
San Francisco . All these parties are so well known to the public that 
no commendation is necessary to ensure them patronage. For our
selves 1 we are much indebted to them for past politeness and prompti
tude." 
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It took the work of small companies like Angle & Co. and others, to build the found a 
tions of the larger companies, like Freeman, which operated abou t 10 years. Angle 
lasted only about five months but i t played a very important role and was gone. 

REYNOLDS EXPRESS 

When Angevine Reynolds started h is express in January of 1850, California was a fertile 
field. He chose to operate in the southern mines, where the opportunity was great, 
running from Sacramento and Stockton . He was one of the early competitors of Alexander 
Todd, with whom his express connected. Later, 'he joined Todd in partnership. There 
was also Adams and Co. and a handful of smaller companies already servicing the area, 
including Brown and Co.'s Express but there was always room for one more. He took 
A. S. Reynolds (possibly a relative), and J.P. D. Wilkins as partners and Reynolds and Co. 
was formed. 

The first advertisement of the company that comes to our notice, appears in the Sacra
mento Transcript, Aug . 19, 1850: 

"Ang. Reynolds, A.S.Reynolds, J ,P ,D . Wilkins, 
Reynolds and Co.'s Express from Sacramento City to Stockton 
and all parts of the southern mines. Reynolds and Co. having 
engaged in the Express business for the pas t 7 months in the 
southern mines 1 trusts that the reputation they have earned 
there, will be sufficient guara ntee that their business on this 
route will be done wi th promptness and despatch . The Express 
will run in connection with Messenger & Co.'s Sacramento and 
Stockton stages .... Orders may be left .. .. a t Reynolds and Co . s 
Express office in Stockton. Sacramento City, Aug. 19, 1850." 

By the end of 1850 or in the beginning of 1851, A. S. Reynolds dropped out of the partner
ship. What the reason for his s o doing, is not clear for there s eems to be no mention of 
the act, other than the fact that advertisements in the Feb. and Mar. 1851 issues, show 
only the names of Angevine Reynolds and J. P . D . Wilkins as subscribers. It also shows 
that they now have connections with Todd and Adams. 
From Stoc kton Journal , Feb. 2 6, 1851: 

"Reynold s and Co.'s Express , Running to all mines south of the 
Stanislaus River, connecting in Stockton with Todd and Co.'s 
Expre ss and through them in San Francisco, with Adams & Co. ' s 
Express to all parts of the United States, England and France. 
Gold Dust forwarded through the above expresses .... 
Stockton, Feb .26, 1851 Angevine Reynolds , 

J . P. D. Wilkins. " 

and from the Stockton Journal, March 5, 1851: 

"Reynolds and Co. ' s Express. Running to all mines south of 
the Stanislaus River .... 

Angevine Reynolds , 
J .P . D . Wilkins. " 
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From the Daily Alta California, June 14, 1851, we find an insertion that Reynolds and 
Co. is still connecting with Todd and Co. and asks that orders be left at San Francisco 
with J . W . Gregory. They also have a daily Express between Stockton , Double Springs , 
Mokelumne, Carsons Creek and Angels . 

They also kept the San Francisco newspapers informed of the latest news occurring in 
the mines. Following is a letter sent by D . F. Sayres 1 Reynolds Express representa
tive, in their Sonora office to Alta California (fuly 5, 1851) : 

"Terrible Affray in Sonora 
Reynolds and Co . • s Express office 1 Sonora. 

Friday night , June 27th- 12 o'clock. 
Eds . Alta : 

An extraordinary excitement is now raging in our town. 
Three persons have been killed and four wounded. The diffi
culty originate d be tween some gamblers about an article pub
lished in the Sonora Herald. The gamblers •• . • dragged from 
bed Mr . Gunn, the editor and shot him through the head , killing 
him immediately. They next fired at . . .. James W . Coffroth , 
who assisted Mr . Gunn . Mr. Christman , a compositor on the 
paper , was a l so shot . Both of these individuals were killed 
instantly. Four persons who ... • went to the persons killed I 
were shot in the affray .... four arrests have been made of the 
gamblers . 

In haste 1 

D.F . Sayres, Reynolds Express." 

In the Fall of 1851 , Reynolds and Co. ' s Express dissolved. Angevine Reynolds now 
connected with Alexander Todd , calling the new company , Reynolds , Todd and Co. 
Six or seven months later, in April, 1852 , they sold out to C .A. Todd. Slightly less 
than a year and a half later , Todd sold out to Wells Fargo and Co. , allowing them 
their first established route in the southern mines . 

MARVIN'S EXPRESS 

Marvin's Express was one of the early expresses , having been started in 1850 by 
John G. (or C.) Marvin . It ran from San Francisco to the Southern mines . It also 
operated from Stockton to Hill's Ferry on the San Joaquin River . 

Marvin had agents in various towns along the Southern mining centers, who took 
express orders for him . His fees were reasonable , considering the early times when 
he operated. He charged $2 for bringing a letter from San Francisco or to that place 
when he had to pay the postage; only $1 . 50 when the postage was prepaid . This 
surely looked like a bargain but who of the miners had the postage to put on a letter? 
So the fee was really $2 for all letters . 

From the Sonora Herald, Sonora Cal., August 24 , 1850: 

"Marvin's Express , 
The subscriber just started a new express line from San Francisco 
to the Southern mines . Persons in this region who wish their letters 
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"and papers from San Francisco or the Sonora Herald from 
Sonora procured and delivered once a week , will apply to 
our agent at the following places . . . • 

Tariff of prices. 

$2 . 00 for each letter; we pay the postage. 
1. 50 when postage is prepaid. 
1 . 0 0 for drop letters . 

• 25 for newspapers . 
. 50 for mailing each letter at San Francisco 
. 3 0 for mailing each newspaper at San Francisco. 

n4tf John G . Marvin . " 

Page 34 

A news item appeared in the State Journal, Sacramento, Nov . 13, 1854, which showed 
that Marvin was still in business , after four years . This time he was running an opposition 
line , probably against Adams orWells, Fargo . From State Journal, Nov. 13, 1854: 

"Opposition - On Thursday last, an opposition line of stages 
commenced running between Stockton and Mokelumne Hill. 
Messrs. J . C. Marvin & Co . are about commencing a new 
express route from Stockton via Empire City, Stanislaus Co . , 
to Hill ' s Ferry on the San Joaquin. " 

How long the old-timer continued, we cannot say. Competition with the big express 
companies, was difficult . They either bought out the little fellow or ran him out by 
reducing their fees and giving better service . Marvin had the same two choices. 
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AUCTION ACTION 

By N. Leonard Persson 

One of our members has expressed h i s views on price trends for one category of 
Western covers. The specific area he commented on is rather typical of a number 
of other States and Territories which have enjoyed an increase in collecting popularity 
the last five or s ix years. His remarks are quoted below . AUCTION ACTION will 
appreciate comments - pro or con - on this historically incidental, yet practically im
portant , phase of our hobby. Our prognosticating member writes : 

"I predic t that for the next five years (- - - --- ----) prices will continue 
to move upward and will top out between the fifth and sixth years . 
After the topping out , I predict that (------ -----) prices will generally 
remain level , with weakness developing during the seventh to eighth 
year due to the 'average' collector dropping out of the high priced (------) 
market. I'm guessing that there will be a sharp falloff in demand at this 
dropping out period 1 which will sharply lower prices in the commoner items." 

And now below is another sampling of prices realized during the last few months . 
Among those listed is a gem sold by Robert A. Siegel . His complete description is 
"Columbia with Flags & Slogans 1 24¢ Gray Lilac (3 7) . Tied by Clear San Francisco 1 

Cal. pmk, by grid & by Red "3 ", 'America Liverpool Paid' in Red, used to Ireland , 
minor perf . faults, scarce usage . 

ARKANSAS 
CANTONMENT GIBSON 1 AR 1 in circle & "25" in mss on folded 

cover 1 1841, V . F . Siegel 
FORT GIBSON , ARK, in partly indistinct circle & "1 0" 

in mss on folded cover, 1841 , F Siegel 
FORT TOWSON 1 ARK, in circle & "10" in mss on V . F . 

folded cover , 1845 Siegel 

CALIFORNIA 
HARRISBURG , ALAMEDA CO. , CAL. , in V. F . double purple 

oval on War Dept entire 
WELLS FARGO, NEVADA, ON LANGTON PAID PIONEER 

EXPRESS frank on 3¢ star die entire, fine 
QUARTZ VALLEY 1 CAL in mss with #68, fine 
RICH GULCH, CAL~ in mss on U16, V.F . 
SACRAMENTO, CAL, 40 in circle , 1850, fine 
SAN FRANCISCO 1 CAL , double strike and "40" in box 

with letter headed "Deadman ' s Bar" fine 
SANFRA:t-JCISC0 1 CAL,, 10 in 'circle & PURSER in straight 

line, Fine 1867 
SONORA , CALIFORNIA , FEB 4, 1852 1 in 2 blue straight 

lines tying pair of # 1 0 
SWEETLAND, CAL in mss on Ul6 , Fine 
ARCATA CO. indistinct pmk on WELLS FARGO franked U3 5, 

with overall ad, used to Prus.sia 
JOHNSON~ s RANCH, CAL in double circle on cannon & 

flag Civil War patriotic with #65, Fine 

Salkind 

Salkind 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

$80 . 00 

32.00 

52 . 50 

45.00 

39 . 50 
65.00 
52.00 
22.00 

35 . 50 

23.00 

50 . 00 
20 . 00 

36 . 00 

80 . 00 



WESTERN EXPRESS - OCTOBER 1964 Page 36 

AUCTION ACTION - (Cont 'd} 

California-Cont'd 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL tying #37 to Civil War patriotic .Columbia 
with Flag , used to Ireland, transit markings Siegel 

WEAVERVILLE, CAL & "Paid 10" on V. F . cover with label, 
"Free California - Fremont and 'Our Jessie'" Siegel 

LOS ANGELES, CAL in circle with "Due 20 cts" in oval on 
1862 soldiers letter from 1st infantry Cal. Vol. Siegel 

WELLS FARGO & CO SAN FRANCISCO in blue on fine cover 
with SOUTHERN EXPRESS COMPANY, EXPRESS SERVICE 
imprint, 1871 Siegel 

COLORADO 
MOUNTAIN CITY, C.T. 1861, on Civil War patriotic, Flag 

with slogan, #65 not tied, Fine 
NEVADA, CoT o faint strike with #6 5 tied, V. F. 
BERTHOUD, COLO, 9-17-81, in mss 1 Fine 
HYGIENE 1 COLORADO 1 1883 in purple triple circle 

with star cancel on U119 I V oF. 
LOS PINOS 1 COL 0 1878 in mss on U164, Fine 
SAGUACHE, COL with 3¢ green tied , letter 1874 V.F. 
SPANISH BAR, COL in circle with #65 tied, Fine 

DAKOTA 
FORT ABERCROMBIE, D. T. in circle with #65 tied, Fine 

HAWAII 
HONOLULU - HAWAIIAN ISLANDS, May 32 (error) in red 

& SAN FRANCISCO , 1860 in black on VF stampless 
WELLS FARGO & CO. EXPRESS , HONOLULU & "NOT PAID" 

in b lue oval pmk s to San Francisco, 1860, V. F . 

INDIAN TERRITORY 

IOWA 

CHILDERS STATION, IND. TER . 3 strikes 1 1886 on fine 
legal size cover with block of 8 - 2¢ brown & 10¢ brown 

FORT RENO , IND T. in circle with #207 not tied 

IOWA CITY, IOWA, in blue circle with "PAID" & "2 5" on 
neat 1843 folded political letter , V .F. 

KANSAS 
DENVER CITY , K.T. , 1860 "Tombstone" with"PAID" on 

cover with mining letter 
FORT RILEY , KAS . in circle ties damaged #65 
FORT WALLACE, KAN. in blue circle on V, G, cover 

with blue cancel tying #158 
LEAVENWORTH CITY, KAN tying #65 to Civil War patriotic, 

Flying Eagle an d GSA flag, Fine 

Siegel 
Sal kind 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Heiman 

Heiman 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

$250.00 

52.00 

70.00 

90.00 

21.00 
20.00 
10 . 50 

28.00 
20.00 
34 . 00 
22.00 

23.00 

70.00 

160.00 

21.00 
10.50 

22.50 

150.00 
13.50 

26.00 

26.00 
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AUCTION ACTION - (Cont'd) 

MICHIGAN 
DETROIT, MIC. T. in red oval & "Free", 1823 , V. F. 

MINNESOTA 
FOREST CITY, MIN, in circle with #11, V. F . 
HASTINGS, M. T . , in mss on fine stampless cover 
FAIRBAULT, M. T. tying strip of 3 #23, attractive 
NININGER, M . T. in bold ballon strike, #26, Fine 
ORONOCO, M. T . in ballon circle on U9, Fine 

MONTANA 
. RED BLUFF MOUNTAIN, C .H . PECK, P . M . on Ux 9 

excellent strike, 1887 

NEBRASKA 

NEVADA 

OREGON 

UTAH 

OMAHA CITY, NEB on "Loyal States" Civil War 
Patriotic with #65 tied, 1861, V .F . 

FORT RANDALL, N . T. in bold circle ties #65 Fine 
FORT LARAMIE, N . T. in circle on US 8, cut but Fine 

UNIONVILLE, N .. T . WELLS FARGO cancel on W. F. 
franked cover, U3 5 to Jamestown, Cal. V. F. 

OREGON CI'IY OREGON on Stampless with "20¢ ", 
enclosure, good 

0. S . N. C 0 . DALLES in oval on cover to Portland, clipt 
0 . S. N. CO. DALLES in double circle, 1867, Fine 

SALT LAKE CITY, U.T. in large circle ties #26, V.F. 

WASHINGTON 
CENTREVILLE P. O. SNOHOMISH CO, W.T., '71 in 

mss on VF cover with #114 
VANCOUVER BARRACKS, WASH, 1887 & 210 tied, Fine 
ROY, PIERCE CO 1 W. T. 188 9 in purple double circle 

with star cancel on UX9 1 Fine 
WALLA WALLA, W . T. on Civil War patriotic #65 not 

tied 1 Fine 

WYOMING 
GREEN RIVER CITY, WYO in purple octagon #158 tied 
POWDER RIVER, WYOMING, 1880 in purple circle on 

u 163 I v. G. 
FORT FRED STEELE, WYO. 1885 in purple circle on 

V. F. U 277 

Siegel 

Salkind 
Salkind 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Severy 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Severy 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Severy 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
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$52.00 

16.50 
17.50 
31.00 
17 . 50 
23.00 

25.00 

70.00 
18.00 
28.00 

45.00 

44.50 
32.50 
37.50 

23.00 

28.00 
11.00 

10.25 

72.50 

18 . 50 

33.00 

22.50 
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OLD U . S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

Approvals gladly submitted 

on request 

WRITE FOR 

MY FREE SPECIAL LISTS 

E. N. SAMPSON 
P. 0. Box 162, Hammond, N . Y . 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

JOHN HOWELL 

434 Post Street 
San Francisco, California 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING 
IS IN THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction 
sell 

your collection 
to us or through us . 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
NewYorkl7, N.Y. 

WANTED 
FLORIDA COVERS UP THRU CIVIL WAR 
ALSO FROM ALABAMA THRU WAR 1812 

*** 
CAN TRADE WESTERNS 

CHARLES F. MERONI 
53 W . Jackson Blvd. Chicago 4, Ill . 

WHO WANTS IT? 
For Sale by Widow of Deceased Member 

Complete set of Western Express 
Vol. I to end of 195 9 Vol. IX. No.4 

Price $100. 00 - Contact Editor 
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WESTERN COVERS WANTED: 
Expresses, Ships, Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for 
the Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers, and we 
can add rare and choice items to en
hance the albums of a well known 
collection, anything from a Ghost 
Town Cover to a rare Pony Express 
Cover. Write and let us know your 
wants or ask for our auction catalog 
which often contains fine Western 
items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
NewYork 36, N.Y. 

WANTED: New Mexico and Arizona 
Territorial Markings. Send with price. 
If you have such material that is not 
for sale, I would like to make records 
of it. Prompt returns and postage both 
ways of course. 

DR. S. H. DIKE 
1611 Bayita Lane, N.W. 
Albuquerque 1 New Mexico 

Page 39 

Rates per issue are as follows: 
Full page $25. 00; half page $12. 50; 
quarter page $6.2 5; one-eighth page 
$3.50. Net. Mail direct to: 
M.C.Nathan, Editor, 
94 Biscayne Drive, San Rafael, Calif. 

STILL WANT TO BUY 

WESTERNS-TERRITORIALS-RAILROAD 
COVERS 

Particularly want 

California - all periods 
Nevada - all periods 

Oregon - Early through 1890's 
Plus Alaska, Hawaii, Arizona, Colo. 

Also fancy cancels, on or off cover. 

WILL TRADE 

covers or older stamps of U. S. and 
British Empire. 

ROSS 
Box 98 Oakdale, Calif. 

DAKOTA TERRITORIALS 
and 

other related material 

WANTED 

W.J.Danley 
22 7 E. F1ormann 

Rapid City I S. Dak. 

WANTED TO BUY 
ALASKA COVERS & POSTAL HISTORY 

Will buy outright or trade other U.S. Covers 

BRUCE GIMELSON 
510 Penna Bldg. Fort Washington Industrial Park 

Fort Washington, Pa. 
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THE LOST POST OFFICES OF ARIZONA 

by Wm. L. Alexander, Director, Postal History Museum 

The article which follows presents a well researched history of Pah-Ute 
County which was once part of Arizona Territory, and before that was part of 
New Mexico. The author, Deputy Sheriff Donald Bufkin has generously ~ive~ 
permission for reproduction in this publication. I was probably ~he 1nst1ga-
tor of this fine research when, about three years ago Don and I d1scussed 
the lost county and together we made a search for basic material that would 
develop the history. Don's article was first published in ARIZONIA~A, the 
Journal of Arizona History (Volume V, Number 2) published by th~ Ar1z?na 
Pioneers' Historical Society. Editor Andrew Wallace also has g1ven h1s per
mission for this reprint. 

It may be well to list the post offices that were located in the Pah
Ute area prior to 1880: 

BRINGHURST, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico Territory, August 1, 1855 to 
September 22, 1860. Reopened as Los Vegas, Lincoln County, Nevada, 
June 24, 1893. Name changed to Las-Yegas December 9, 1903 . Name 
changed to Clark County in 1909. 

ELDORADO CANYON, Mohave County, Arizona Territory, January 17 , 1865 to 
September 27, 1867. Located on the east bank of the Colorado River 
where the river port, ferry and mill site were. The site is now 
covered by Lake Mohave. 

EL DORADO CANYON, Lincoln County, Nevada, January 23, 1879 to August 31, 
1907. Situated on the west bank of the Colorado River. 

LITTLEFIELD, Mohave County, Arizona Territory, from October 25, 1894. 
Located in the extreme northwestern corner of Arizona and accessible 
only through Nevada and Utah. Still in operation. 

CALLVILLE~ Pah-Ute County, Arizona Territory, January 25, 1867 to June 15 
1869. Abandoned in 1869 and now covered by Lake Mead. 

SAINT THOMAS, Washington County, Utah Territory, July 23 , 1866. Changed 
to Pah-Ute County, Arizona Territory, October 1, 1868. Changed to 
Lincoln County, Nevada, April, 1871 (?). Changed to Clark County, 
Nevada ~n 1909. The rising waters of Lake Mead entered Saint Thomas 
on June 11, 1938, but the post office continued operation until June 
16th. Then the postmaster threw the hand stamp out of the window 
into the advancing waters and closed the post office for good. 

SAINT JOSEPH, Pah-Ute County, Arizona Territory, August 26, 1867 to 
October 6, 1871. Reopened in Lincoln County, Nevada, May 4, 1876, 
to November 13, 1883. Name changed to Logan, Lincoln County, Nevada, 
March 16, 1895. Changed to Clark County in 1909. Renamed Logandale 
June 30, 1917 and presently operates under that name. 

RIOVILLE, Lincoln County, Nevada, November 2, 1881 to June 30, 1906. Now 
under Lake Mead. 

OVERTON, Pah-Ute County, Arizona Territory, April 25, 1870 to December 16, 
1872. Reopened as Crosby, Lincoln County, Nevada, February 1, 1883. 
Name changed back to Overton on May 24, 1883. Changed to Clark 
County, Nevada in 1909 and operates toaay. 

BUNKERVILLE, Lincoln County, Nevada, October 27, 1879. Changed to Clark 
County, Nevada in 1909 and operates today. 

MESQUIT, Lincoln County, Nevada, July 19, 1880. Name changed to Mesquite 
July 27, 1897. Changed to Clark County in 1909 and still operates. 

8 



THE LOST COUNTY OF PAH-UTE 

by 

DoNALD BuFKIN 

TWELVE THOUSAND SQUARE MILES of present day Nevada, the equivalent 
of an area larger than the State of Maryland, was once the northwestern 
portion of Arizona Territory. The expansive tract of land involved in 
this somewhat obscure chapter of Arizona's historical geography was 
bounded on the north by the line of the 37th parallel north latitude, on 
the west by the eastern boundary of the State of California, on the 
southeast by the center of the Colorado . River, and on the east by the 
line of 114° 2' 59'' west longitude. Encompassed in the foregoing descrip
tion is a triangular region of alternating barren desert and mountainous 
terrain of extreme southern Nevada. 

It is not inconceivable that, but for the legislative wiles of Nevada's 
illustrious Senator William Morris Stewart aided by his colleague Senator 
James Warren Nye in the mid-1860's, Las Vegas might today be one 
of Arizona's principal cities rather than the Nevada gambling capital. 
If this area had not joined Nevada such features as the proving grounds 
of the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission at Frenchman's Flat and its 
attendant headquarters at the town of Mercury, together with a por
tion of Death Valley National Monument and all of Hoover Dam and 
the Lake Mead recreational area, would be within the boundaries of 
the State of Arizona. For a short period this section became a part 

THE AUTHOR is no stranger to readers of Arizoniana. In addition to numerous 
illustrations which he has prepared as Honorary Artist & Cartographer of the 
journal, Mr. Bufkin has drawn the maps for several other excellent publications. 
His most notable work has been the cartography for Edward E. Spicer's Cycles of 
Conquest ( Univers.ity of Arizona Press, 1963). This article on little known 
Pah-Ute County, however, is Don Bufkin's initial work as an author, and the 
Editors are proud to present it. 

[ 9] 
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of the new Territory of Arizona and comprised the "Lost County of 
Pah-Ute." 

When New Mexico Territory was first organized in 1850 from a 
portion of the western lands acquired from Mexico under the terms 
of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the 37th parallel of north latitude 
was determined as the northern boundary from the crest of the Rocky 
Mountains westward to an intersection with the eastern boundary of 
California. Thus New Mexico and Utah Territories were initially divided 
by a continuous line stretching some 600 miles east and west (Figure 1). 
The western 200 mile segment of that original boundary extended New 
Mexico, and later Arizona Territory, 150 miles farther ·west than the Colo
rado River, the present boundary. 

The territory which later became Pah-Ute County was a part of 
New Mexico Territory from September 9, 1850, until the creation of 
Arizona Territory on February 24, 1863. During this period of better 
than twelve years only two settlements of any consequence were attempted. 
The first and most noteworthy, although not entirely successful, was a 
Mormon colony at Las Vegas (the meadows), a favorably located 
camping and watering site on the Old Spanish Trail from Santa Fe 
to Los Angeles, and on the Mormon Road from Salt Lake City to San Ber
nardino. The colonists, led by William Bringhurst, president of the 
Las Vegas Mission, arrived at the site in June of 1855, thirty-six days 
after departing from Salt Lake City. The settlers constructed a "fort" 
and began farming and stock raising with some attempts in 1856-57 
to work the rich lead and silver deposits in the Potosi District some 
twenty-five miles to the southwest of Las Vegas. After nearly two years 
of struggles with the elements and the constant thievery of the Indians, 
many of the Mormon brethren left the mission in March of 1857. A few 
who remained were recalled in 1858 during the Johnston-Army troubles 
in Utah. Sufficient activity during this first period of settlement at 
Las Vegas resulted in the establishment of a post office under the 
name of "Bringhurst, New Mexico Territory." This post office, active 
from August 1855 until September 1860, was the first established of 
eleven such offices in Arizona, which was still a part of New Mexico 
Territory, and it antedated the post office at Fort Defiance by eight 
months. 

The other settlement occurring during the period prior to separate 
territorial status for Arizona was one of an entirely different nature 
from the agricultural mission at Las Vegas. It was located ten miles 
south of the line that later divided Pah-Ute and Mohave Counties. In 
the winter of 1857-58 Captain George Alonzo Johnson during his voyage 
of exploration proceeded up the Colorado from Yuma in the river steamer 
Geneml Jessup, reaching a point as far north as a place on the west 
bank of the river he named El Dorado Canyon. In the following year 
the first promising ore specimens indicating the mineral potential of El 
Dorado Canyon were discovered, reportedly by soldiers stationed at Fort 
Mohave. Claims were located and sporadic mining began with suffi-
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cient activity in the Canyon during the early sixties to support a num
ber of lesser camps in addition to the busy Colorado River port of 
El Dorado Canyon. 

The Territory of Arizona was organized from that portion of New 
Mexico Territory lying west of a line to run south from the point 
where the southwest corner of the Territory of Colorado touches the 
north line of New Mexico Territory- i.e., 109° 2' 59" west longitude 
-in February of 1863. A year and eight months later the First Ter
ritorial Legislature created the four original counties with the area 
north of the Colorado River and west of 114° west longitude being 
included in Mohave County (figure 2). It was during the Second Ari
zona Territorial Legislature that the act creating Pah-Ute County was 
approved on December 22, 1865. The boundaries of the new County 
were set forth as follows: 

Commencing at a point on the Colorado River known as Roaring Rapids; 
thence due east to the line 113 degrees 20' west longitude; thence north along 
said line of longitude ·to its point of intersection with the 37th parallel 
thence west along said parallel ... to a point where the boundary [of] ... 
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the State of California . .. strikes the 37th parallel . . . thence soutl1easterly 
along said boundary line to a point due west from said Roaring Rapids; thence 
due east to said Roaring Rapids and the point of beginning. 

The enactment specified Callville as the county seat and the gov
ernor was authorized to appoint the necessary county officers. Thus 
Pah-Ute County, as established, was simply· the northern half of original 
Mohave County (Figure 3). 

It is of interest to note that the legal description of the new county 
utilized only one point of known location on the ground: Hoaring 
Rapids. In a time when very few land surveys had been run in the 
western part of the nation, the use of un-monumented lines of latitude 
and longitude in boundary designattions had little meaning beyond 
broad tolerances to the residents of the areas so described. It is not 
difficult to imagine the convenience of such lines clearly indicated on 
the early maps referred to by law makers in the territorial and state 
capitals as they established new counties and modified existing ones. 
The difficulty, however, of accurately locating in the field territorial 
and county boundaries that were based on lines other than those 
formed by natural geographical features was to lead to countless dis
putes, legislative memorials, and numerous proposals for transferring land 
area from one governmental jurisdiction to another. 

The history of settlement in the northwestern corner of Arizona 
Territory lying generally north and west of the Colorado Hiver was, 
with the exception of the mining ventures principal1y in El Dorado 
Canyon, coincidental with Mormon attempts to consolidate a corridor 
of communities between Utah and points to the southwest in California. 
Beginning in 1855, continuing until 1871, and occurring largely during 
the existence of Pah-Ute County, nine colonies were established. 

As early as 1849 leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
day Saints envisioned a "State of Deseret" and took the first steps to 
make their hope a reality. At a convention held in Salt Lake City in 
March of 1849 a constitution was adopted, a provisional government 
organized, and boundaries proposed which encompassed all of what 
was later Wtah and most of the present States of Arizona and Nevada 
with generdus portions of California, New Mexico, Colorado, and Wyoming 
also includkd. Congress was asked later in 1849 to admit this expansive 
r~gion as + state. The dream, at least on this grand sc~l~, was short
hve~ fo~ o~ September 9, 1850, the proposed ~rea was d1v1ded into the 
Terr~tones 

1
of Utah (even the name .Deseret ~1d not survive) and New 

Mexico, a d the southwestern portiOn was mcluded in the State of 
Califomia. 

One oE the important features of the Mormon concept of "Deseret" 
foresaw the desirability of a seaport on the Pacific Coast. Such a port 
would not only serve as an outlet for the goods produced in the Mormon 
heartland and a route of supply for needed importations, but would also 
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provide a much needed alternate route to that of the rugged, expensive, 
and often inhospitable trip overland from the East Coast for those fresh 
converts to the Church who were traveling to Salt Lake City. 

With the territorial organization of 1850 denying full realization 
of Deseret and the corridor to the sea for the Mormon brethren, a 
belated modification of the concept was implemented. Late in 1864 
Anson W. Call was dispatched to the head of navigation on the Colo
rado River to locate a favorable site for a riverport ·and to build 
wharves and warehouse facilities for the transfer of goods and passen
gers traveling on the Colorado River between points farther inland and 
the Gulf of California seaports of Guaymas and Mazatlan, Mexico. The 
site he selected and the port subsequently founded was Callville. Indi
cations of '.the initial success of Callville are noted in a story appearing 
in the Salt Lake Daily Telegraph of November 24, 1865, not quite a 
year after the founding of the town. The newspaper story credited the 
Pacific & Colorado Navigation Company with maintaining riverboat 
service via the steamers Esmeralda and Nina Tilden between Callville 
and the mouth of the Colorado river connecting with ocean vessels to 
San Francisco. Upon the organization of Pah-Ute County by the Ari
zona Territorial Legislature in December, 1865, Callville became the 
seat of the new county. 

Waning activity at Callville in 1867 was apparent when the county 
seat was lost in October. The Colorado River also contributed to the 
eventual demise of the town. Navigation as far north as Roaring Rapids, 
Ringbolt Rapids, and Black Canyon had been hazardous at best and quite 
impossible when the river lev~l was low. Although large river steamers 
had on occasion reached as far north upriver as Rioville, the true head 
of practical navigation on the Colorado was at Hardyville. Callville was 
without inhabitants by June of 1869. 

Other Mormon settlements founded in Pah-Ute County enjoyed a 
greater measure of success and permanency by their reliance on a tra
ditional farming economy. The Virgin River, rising in southwestern 
Utah and traversing Pah-Ute County from the northeastern comer down 
to a junction with the Colorado in the south central portion of the County, 
and the Muddy River, branching off to the northwest at the midway 
point on the Virgin, offered the most favorable prospects for both agri
cultural development and missionary activities among the Indians. The 
northern and western reaches of Pah-Ute County contained no major 
river valleys; they were composed of desert country but scarcely explored. 
Only Las Vegas, first inhabited in 1855, and the Potosi Mines, worked 
sporadically after 1856, existed in the western half of the County. A 
chronology of settlements which were established in the area from 1855 
until 1880 follows: 

Las Vegas, June 1855 
El Dorado Canyon, 1859-61 
Littlefield, September 1864 

Callville, December 1864 
Saint Thomas, January 1865 
Saint Joseph, May 1865 



Mill Point, 1866 
West Point, 1867 
Rioville, 1868 

Overton, 1869 
Bunkerville, 1877 
Mesquite, 1880 
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Because of the predominance of Mormon colonization in the "Arizona 
Strip" country of northern Yavapai County, the Utah Legislative Assem
bly memorialized Congress in February of 1865 asking that some terri
tory be attached to Utah (Figure 5). They asked for an area lying 
between the Colorado River and the northern boundary of Arizona, east 
of the 38th meridian. The memorial stated as reasons for this action, 
that Utah was isolated from navigable waters and needed an outlet for 
its products and that such an action would also open up this formerly 
uninhabited area for settlement. Mention was also made of the topo
graphical separation of the Arizona Strip from Arizona proper by the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado River. 

Prophetically fearing that action adverse to Arizona might be taken 
by Congress in response to a rising flood of proposals to alter the 
boundaries of the Western states and territories, a joint resolution of 
the Arizona Territorial Legislative Assembly was approved on Decem
ber 28, 1865, six days after the creation of Pah-Ute County, asking "that 
the boundary lines between California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, and 
Arizona be fixed by Government survey. Mentioned particularly were 
the disputes at Yuma arising from the description of the southern boundary 
line of California and the rather unique claim that the southern Utah 
communities of Santa Clara and Saint George on the upper Virgin 
River were actually south of the line of 37 degrees north latitude and 
thereby in Arizona. Reference also was made to the rapid settlement 
in conjunction with the rich mineral deposits and growing agricultural 
wealth being developed as necessitating a solution to the vague boundaries 
then in existence. 

Foreboding of possible changes was also apparent by the organiza
tion of Lincoln County, Nevada, in February of 1866 (Figure 4). Carved 
out of large and sparsely settled Nye County, the act creating Lin
coln County provided that should the boundaries of the State of Nevada 
be extended in the future to the east and to the· south, then the boundaries 
of that County were to be also so extended. 

Nevada had achieved territorial status when separated from Utah 
in 1861. In July of 1862 she had gained one degree (approximately sixty 
miles) of area along the entire length of the common boundary with 
Utah. On October 31, 1864, Nevada attained statehood and was repre
sented in the Senate of the United States by her first two Senators, 
James W. Nye, the last Territorial Governor of Nevada, and by Wil
liam M. Stewart, the able and forceful frontier mining lawyer. Upon 
assuming their seats in the Senate both men began immediately to work 
for the further extension of Nevada territory at the expense of the 
neighboring territories. An initial proposal to extend one degree of 
longitude to the east into Utah passed the Senate but was bottled up 

·-
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in the House when no action was taken prior to ad)ournment. ln the 
first session of the 39th Congress Senator Stewart introduced a bill 
which proposed that Nevada's boundaries be extended one degree east 
from ll5° to 114° west longitude and that a portion of Arizona 
Territory lying south of 37° north latitude, north of the Colorado River, 
and between the Califomia boundary and 114 ° of west longitude also 
be attached to the State of Nevada. The bjll passed the Senate but 
some opposition was encountered in the House of Representatives, prin
cipally from the Delegates of the two adversely affected territories. 

John N. Goodwin, the former Territorial Governor, and at the time 
Territorial Delegate from Arizona to the House of Representatives, said 
in resisting the passage of the bill, 

There is no natural connection between those Territories. This portion 
of the Territory of Arizona is part of the watershed of the Colorado 
River. All streams running through the Territory empty into the Colorado. 
The people receive their supplies up the Colorado River. The principal 
mail route into Arizona runs down through a settlement [Yuma] about two 
hundred miles distant from Prescott, which is the capital of the Territory. 
All their connections and business are with the Territory of Arizona. Now, 
if they were. annexed to the State of Nevada they would be obliged, in 
order to reach the capital [of Nevada] either to go round by San Francisco or to 
go up nearly to the point of the overland mail route before they could get into 
the route leading to the capital. ... It is separated from that State by a portion 
of the great desert. ... It is so perfectly barren that it is called 'Death Barren' 
[a reference to Death Valley]. That forms the boundary between the two. 

William H. Hooper, Delegate from Utah Territory, spoke of the bill as 
further dismemberment of Utah and referred to continued persecutions 
of the Mormons by the United States Government. In support of the 
bill, Josiah B. Grinnell of Iowa said, "I hope we will by all means 
give Nevada a slice, thus securing more arable land to the State which 
is well governed and is now yielding a very large revenue to the Gov
ernment." The same sentiment was expressed by James M. Ashley of Ohio, 
ironically the very man who introduced the bill in the House which 
provided for the creation of Arizona Territory just four years earlier. 
The arguments of the Delegates from Arizona and Utah were to no 
avail and the bill was approved on May 5, 1866, upon the condition 
of acceptance by the State of Nevada. 

The Arizona Territorial Legislature twice protested by petitioning 
Congress to rescind its action. A memorial approved in November of 
1866 stated, "It is the unanimous wish of the inhabitants of Pah-Ute and 
Mohave Counties that the territory in question should remain with Ari
zona for the convenient transaction of official and other business and 
on every account they greatly desire it." The Legislature of Nevada, 
however, accepted this federal gift by an act passed on January 18, 1867: 
This action, however, did not end the existence of Pah-Ute County and the 
de facto Arizona authority over the area in question. 

As evidence of continued association with Arizona Territory, the 
county seat of Pah-Ute County was moved from Callville to Saint Thomas 
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in October of 1867. Additionally, Pah-Ute County was represented in 
the Third Arizona Territorial Legislature in 1866. It was again represented 
in the Fourth Legislature in 1867 by Octavius Decatur Gass of Callville and 
later of Las Vegas, who had represented Mohave County in the Second Leg
islature and served as President of the Council in the Third and Fourth Legis
latures; and by Royal J. Cutler of Mill Point and later Saint Joseph. Cut
ler, while designated a representative, did not attend the Third Legis
lature. Pah-Ute was again represented in the Fifth Arizona Territorial 
Legislature, meeting for the first time in Tucson, in November of 1868, 
the capital having been moved to that city by action of the Fourth 
Legislature. The same Mr. Gass and colleague Andrew S. Gibbons 
were the last representatives from Pah-Ute to sit in an Arizona Legislature. 

It was while preparing to attend sessions of the Fifth Legislature 
that Gass and Gibbons made the most improbable and exhausting jour
ney ever undertaken by elected public servants in the performance of 
their duties. The two men set out from Callville on November 1 in a 
14 foot rowboat to make the arduous 400 mile trip down the Colorado 
River to Yuma and then an additional 300 mile trek over the desert 
to Tucson, reportedly arriving after a journey of about two weeks, some six 
days after the Legislature had convened. 

The U. S. post offices at Saint Thomas, Saint Joseph, and Overton 
were listed in the federal records as located in Arizona Territory until 
the early 187(}s when Saint Thomas was transferred to Nevada in April 
of 1871. The Saint Joseph post office was discontinued in October of 
1871 and re-established in Lincoln County, Nevada, in May of 1876. 
Overton was carried in the records as located in Pah-Ute County as late 
as December 1872, when it also was discontinued, not being re-established 
until ten years later. 

Nevada acceptance of the 'Congressional Act of May 1866 had ex
tended the jurisdiction of Lincoln County over most of Pah-Ute County 
(Figure 4) and created a general state of confusion that was to con
tinue until 1871. The overlapping county governments, coupled with 
ill-defined state and territorial boundaries, made conditions exceedingly 
difficult for the residents of the disputed area. Apart from the Arizona
Nevada situation, a similar confusion existed between Utah and Nevada 
in the area. The Surveyor General of Nevada in this report of August 
5, 1867, told of citizens in Lincoln County who refused to pay taxes, 
declaring they resided in Utah. The United States Surveyor General 
in a report of November 18, 1867, urged the establishment of the divid
ing line between Utah and Nevada. The Secretary of the Interior recom
mended and Congress appropriated the funds for a survey of the eastern 
boundary of Nevada in July 1868. Before the results of the survey 
could lend clarification, a third county jurisdiction was added over the 
area by the Utah Territorial Legislature. 

In understandable sympathy with the plight of the Mormon farmers 
in the Virgin and Muddy River Valleys, the Utah body established Rio 
Virgen County on February 18, 1869. Again a lack of accurate knowl-
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edge concerning the location and geography of the area contributed 
additional confusion. The wording of the act creating Rio Virgen 
County described only the western extremity of Washington County (Fig
ure 6), an area of approximately a hundred square miles, and obviously far 
too small to exist as a separate county. The intent of the Utah Legis
lature was, however, to attempt the extension of Utah jurisdiction over 
the disputed area in response to requests of the inhabitants, most of 
whom had originally emigrated from Utah. Saint Joseph was designated 
the seat of Rio Virgen County and officials were appointed to county 
offices. It is of interest to note that Royal J. Cutler, who had served 
in the Arizona Territorial Legislature representing Pah-Ute County in 
1867, became a court clerk of the new Utah county, also functioning 
as postmaster at Saint Joseph from February to April of 1870. 

In the same month that Rio Virgen County was established by Utah, 
the Nevada Legislature passed an act placing all tax transactions on a 
coin basis. This was a condition that the Mormon settlers found impos
sible to meet. One final attempt to seek relief from Lincoln County 
taxes was undertaken in 1870 when residents of the disputed area peti
tioned the Nevada Legislature to establish yet another county, Las Vegas 
County, which was to comprise the southern tip ("The Point") of Nevada, 
Congress was also petitioned by the residents for the return to Utah 
and Arizona of the area ceded to Nevada by the act of 1866. This latter 
action was in conflict with the request to the Nevada Legislature for 
organization of a new county. 

The decisive year was 1870. Early in December the completed 
boundary survey established that Virgin and Muddy River communities 
were indeed in Nevada. Two months later the Sixth Arizona Territorial 
Legislature on February 18, 1871, repealed the act which created Pah-Ute 
County and thereby relinquished any lingering claims on the disputed area. 
The Mormon farmers secured the permission of the Church Elders, Brigham 
Young himself acknowledging the gravity of the situation, to return to Utah, 
leaving their towns and their farms to the mercy of the Lincoln County, 
Nevada, tax collectors. On February 20, 1871, James Leithead, leading a 
large group of farmers and their families, departed from Saint Thomas, 
bound for Utah, following the same route along the Virgin River toward 
Saint George, over which many had come seven years previously. Only the 
family of Daniel Bonelli remained. Bonelli took up some of the abandoned 
properties at Saint Thomas but concentrated his farming and commercial 
enterprises at Rioville near the junction of the Virgin and the Colorado 
River. The location later came to be known as Bonelli's Ferry. 

The Mormon exodus retarded settlement and development in the 
area for over a decade. A few of the original families began to return 
to again take up farming and re-establish community life, this time as 
acknowledged citizens of Nevada. 

A final postscript to the story is to be found in the aftermath of 
the construction of Hoover Dam in the 1930's. Upon completion of 
the dam, the waters began to collect behind the mighty structure and 
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formed expansive Lake Mead. The nsmg waters first engulfed the sur
viving stone walls of long abandoned Callville, then covered the site 
of Rioville. An arm of Lake Mead reached northward up the Virgin 
River Valley and entered still active Saint Thomas in June of 1938, 
forcing the second and final abandonment of that former Arizona com
munity. The walls and tree skeletons marking the site of Saint Thomas 
have on a few occasions reappeared as the huge lake receded during 
extended periods of drought, thus serving as a reminder to modern gen
erations that a portion of Arizona's early history lies covered under the 
man-made reservoir which provides much of the water and electric power 
for today' s Southwest. 
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