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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

As I enter the second and final year of my incumbency as President of Western Cover 
Society I can reflect with pleasure on how smoothly our organization has functioned 
during the past year. For this I am grateful to our officers, directors and committee
men for their cooperative efforts, which I feel I will have again for the coming year. 

It behooves me at this time to remind you that there are two ways we all can be of 
service to the Society. You of course realize we depend on dues and some advertising 
for our income . Practically all that we collect goes into the publishing and mailing 
of Western Express, as we do not have any paid employees. Ours is a work of love 1 

the love of men to help educate other men. Only a relatively few of us have the time 1 

ability or inclination to perform these services, so when they are performed for us 
we owe it to these people who are giving of their knowledge so unselfishly, to go out 
and get more members or support them, if we can afford to 1 by taking out patron or 
sustaining memberships or making a contribution in addition to dues. These are the 
two ways I mean . Our editor tells me he has a fine backlog of material to present to 
you. Our budget must be balanced, we haven't any other assets. So, in order to 
enlarge our journal the wherewithal must be available to pay for it. Our research 
journal is recognized as one of the finest, if not the finest, in the field of philately. 
We have men of proven ability to continue its fine standard . Let us prove to them 
we appreciate their efforts by getting the funds they need to keep improving it . 

This fall we again have an election of officers and directors for the years 196 7 and 
1968 . In accordance with our by-laws, I will appoint a Nominating Committee that 
will be announced in the April issue of Western Express. If you have any ideas as 
to who would make a good officer or director please communicate with the chairman 
who will be appointed. The committee will name a slate to be voted on in October; 
any suggestions you may have will be seriously considered . 

And so.my friends, I extend to all of you my sincere wishes for a Happy 
1 

Healthy 
and Prosperous New Year . 

William C. (Bill) Aichele 

* * * * * * * * 

HEAR YE! HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 

Enclosed with this issue is the prospectus for the annual exhibition of WESTPEX. 

A large section of the show is devoted to WESTERN COVERS. It is up to us to 
keep this section filled up. So send in your entry form early. And while you are 
at it, come on out here from April 22nd to 24th and meet the gang and see the 
finest philatelic show in the country. 

COME YE! COME YE! COME YE! 

* * * * * * * * * 
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EDITOR Is CORNER 

As I start my tenth year as editor of Western Express my thoughts are first of a thankful 
nature and then one of promise. So again, I thank my associate editors for their wonder
ful continuous support through the years. I also thank the many other members who have 
sent in such fine articles . Thank you, good members, for your promptness in paying your 
dues so we can budget ourselves accordingly. And, many thanks too for your nice com
ments about Western Express. 

With all of these "thanks" attended to, I now promise to do everything in my power to 
keep up the standard of our journal. I am certain that my associates and the other con
tributors of articles know that their efforts are muchly appreciated by all concerned, and 
they too will continue to cooperate. Also, please remember we are always open for con
structive criticism. If you haven't any to make, we still like to hear that you are enjoying 
the journal. 

The January issue ofWesternJr:xprass has several articles of very high caliber. There is 
one in particular that was done under unusual circumstances . I refer to "The Story Of 
The Holy Road 1 " by Bob Hanson . Bob visited Salt Lake City recently, where he met our 
director, Harold Sch indler, who showed him many interesting historical sites. Among 
them was a large panorama at the Pioneer Village Museum, depicting the trek from Nauvoo 
to Salt Lake City by the Mormons. Bob photographed this in sections and then reduced 
it for publication in Western Express . His accompanying article clearly tells the story 
of the use of this route in the years before and after the trek . It took a great deal of 
research and effort to produce all of this, and we are indeed proud to have the original 
story, so full of history and philately, in our journal. 

Wm. L. (Bill) Alexander, of the Western Postal History Museum in Tucson, Arizona, 
asks us to call attention to the "Arizona Philatelic Rangers Benefit Stamp Auction Sale" 
at the Pioneer International Hotel at Tucson I Arizona; to be held on Saturday and Sunday, 
February 2 6 - 2 7, 1966. The entire proceeds from this auction of stamps and other phila
telic items will benefit the National Foundation for Asthmatic Children at Tucson. Every 
category of Stamp collecting will be re presented in the more than 500 auction lots . A 
free catalogue may be obtained by writing to Rangers, Box 4864, Tucson, Arizona 85717. 

The Season's Greetings to you all, and happy cover hunting for 1966. 

* * * * * * * * 

NEW BOOKS 

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG- Edited by E. N. Sampson, Published by 
Van Dahl Publications, Inc. , Albany, Oregon. This revised edition 
is a must for every cover collector ' s library. Nort Sampson has done 
a great job. 

HISTORY OF THE SIERRA NEVADA - By Francis P. Farquhar, Published by University of 
California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles. Well written by an 
authority on the subject with beautiful illustrations. 

* * * * * * * * 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#460 Dr . Owen H. Kriege, 22 Sequoia Dr . R. D. 3, Export, Pennsylvania 
(Collects New Mexico Territorials) 

#461 Paul E. Beaumier , 568 W. Wilson - D, Costa Mesa, California 
(Collects We stern Expresses & Territorials) 

#462 Harold Lawrence, 12872 ElDorado, Sylmar, California 
(Dealer) 

RE-.\lNSTATED TO MEMBERSHIP 

#375 George M . Martin, 216 So . 28th Ave., Yakima, Washington 98902 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

# 2 6 Charles F. Meroni, 11651 S . W. 64th Ave . , Miami 56, Fla . 
#181 Edward M. Jasper, 1400 N. Shaws Flat Rd. Sonora, Calif. 95370 
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#338 Jesse L . Austin , c/o Greasewood Boarding School, Ganada, Ariz . 86505 
#429 Western Postal History Museum, 949 E. 2nd St. Tucson, Ariz. 85719 
#450 James W . Milgram, M.D . 216 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn 1, N . Y. 

RESIGNATIONS 

#324 John L. Tipton 

DROPPED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES 

#42 John H . Thies #312 Charles G. Finke #344 Sol Salkind 

NECROLOGY 

#264 F . A. Hollowbush- Sustaining Member. Our sincere sympathy to his dear ones . 

* * * * * * * 
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

In Dr . Polland's article in the July 1965 issue ofWestern Express, under the title 
"Ghost Towns - The Story of Clifton, California", he states in the last sentence 
before Illustration #1, "However, a few years ago, our former President, Dr. Sheldon 
Goodman, noted in the Pacific Coast Business Directory for 1867, on page 158 1 the 
following listing ....•• ....... " 

Doctor Goodman has called our attention to the fact that he failed to tell Doctor Pol
land that the directory was not his but that he received the information, as a result 
of an inquirY I in the form of a photostat of the directory page from our member John 
Tyler 1 who owned the directory 1 and was the one who actually found the listing. 
Therefore , Mr . Tyler deserves full credit for finding the information that solved a 
long time questionable issue. 
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THE STORY OF THE HOLY l~OAD 

By Robt . A. Hanson 

" ........... . ... The soldiers were also the protectors of the rights 
and ponies of the Indian, and of his yearly issue of goods sent by the Great 
Father to pay him for giving up the honors of the war-path and for the trail 
that cut his country in two, the trail called the Holy Road because its people 
must not be touched . " From "Crazy Horse, The Strange Man of the Oglalas." 

by Mari Sandoz 
Hastings House, Publishers, New York City. 

Because the waters of the North Platte River and its tributary , the Sweetwater , run al
most due East for so many miles, it was the natural course for the trail which later 
was called the Holy Road . Clear fresh water was an absolute necessity for the fur 
traders , trappers and emigrants and doubly so for the oxen, horses and cattle . They 
could exist for some days without food but water they must have. The North Platte 
River furnished this water protection to Fur Companies and explorers 1 the Mormons 
and to the gold seekers bound for California and Oregon. With the accompanying 
map, emphasis has been made on the water ways to impress the reader of the value of 
these streams . 

Following is a chronological list of some of the famous names which makes such a 
fascinating history of the Holy Road. 

In October 1812 1 Robert Stuart traveling East with a returning group of Astorians, came 
down the Sweetwater, passed Devil's Gate and followed down the North'Platte R.iver. 
He is credited with being the first white man over South Pass. 

Gen. William H . Ashley and Major Andrew Henry formed a fur company in the spring 
of 1822 which continued to operate under various names for many years. Among the 
many trappers, hunters and guides that they employed were such names as Jedediah 
Smith , James Clyman, Bill Sublette, Milton Sublette, ·David Jackson, James Beck
wourth, Jim Bridger, Moses (Black) Harris, Hugh Glass, Edward Rose and Thomas 
Fitzpatrick. Their exciting adventures along this Road appear in many books which 
makes Western history such an intriguing study. 

In 1828, Hiram Scott, one of Bill Sublette's party of hunters, was badly wounded by 
Indians and later died near the bluffs which have since carried his name, Scott's 
Bluffs. 

Captain B. L. E . Bonneville traveled the trail along the North Platte and Sweetwater 
Rivers in 1832 and later established a fort on the Green River. In the same year 
Nathaniel Wyeth of Boston joined one of Bill Sublette's caravans at St. Louis, took a 
packet to Independence, then struck out across the prairie for the North Platte . 

In 1835, Dr. Marcus Whitman persuaded Lucien Fontanelle of the American Fur Com
pany to allow him to travel with his caravan to the West. This was a trial trip on 
the Doctor's part and on arriving at the Green River, laid over for several days . 
While there he performed an operation on Jim Bridger's back , removing a stone arrow
head which Jim had carried for three years. As the operation was a success , the 
Doctor was kept busy for several days, and then returned East. In February 183 6, 
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THE STORY OF THE HOLY ROAD (Continued) 

he married Narcissa Prentiss and in the spring together with Henry Spalding and his 
wife Eliza 1 started to cross the plains to do missionary work with the Oregon Indians. 
They traveled along the North Platte and Sweetwater Rivers and Narcissa Whitman is 
credited with being the first white woman to travel over South Pass. There is a plaque 
to their memory by the highway just West of South Pass where the road divides 1 the 
California road to the left and the Oregon road to the right. Both can be plainly seen 
today . 

Traveling with a caravan belonging to the North American Fur Company 1 Capt. John Sutter 
worked his way over the North Platte Road in 183 8. 

In 1840 Father Pierre-Jean De Smet made his first trip along the North Platte River in the 
company of Andrew Drips. John Bidwell's party joined with De Smet near Grand Island . 

John C. Fremont with Kit Carson as a guide and about twenty-five companions started out 
as a military engineer on his first trip to survey the western country 1 arriving at the forks 
of the Platte on July 2 1 1842 . 

Peter H. Burnett, later to become the first Governor of the State of California 1 accompanied 
by his wife , left Independence in 1843 bound for Oregon and California over the North 
Platte and Sweetwater Road. 

The Donner Party, including the James Reed family 1 left Independence in May 184 6 and 
made good time along the North Platte River 1 only to listen to some bad advice West of 
South Pass. This and other mishaps led to the tragedies in the Sierra Nevada. 

The Mormons I led by Brigham Young 1 left Nauvoo Illinois in February 184 6 1 stopped at 
Winter Quarters (later Council Bluffs) until April 9 1 184 7 and then resumed their long trip 
over the Holy Road. The first company of Mormons arrived at the Great Salt Lake on July 
241 1847. 

With the discovery of gold in California in January 1848 1 the real rush of Argonauts carne 
in 184 9. Thousands traveled the roads on both sides of the North Platte River and as the 
Mormons were still on the move 1 it was almost one continuous stream of wagons and 
a·rumals. 

Prior to 1850 1 overland mail was handled almost entirely by private individuals. Letters 
were handed to returning trappers or disheartened emigrants on their way home with the 
request to mail as soon as they reached civilization::, , "It was in 1850 that the first 
arrangements were made by the United States Post Office Department to provide postal 
facilities to Utah," (from "The Overland Mail" by LeRoy R. Hafen, Ph . D.) Even then 
the service was limited to the spring and summer months 1 snow and storms making it 
irnpos sible for men to get through . 
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THE STORY OF THE HOLY ROAD - (Continued) 

The following folded letter was very probably handed to an East bound traveler for 
mailing at St. Joseph, Mo . 

Author's collection 

Contents of letter: 
Indian teritory May the 13th 1849 

Dear Brother I received your letter on the 11th of the month wich found me not so well 
but I think I will be able for duty in a few Days The rest of the Company are all well 
except a few cases of Diarear We left St. Joseph on the 7th of t his month and we crossed 
the River opposite of St . Joseph with our mules and bagage on a Steam Boat and we 
were detained until the Next Day on the account of the crowd of Californians wich were 
waiting here to cross But we Suceede dtowards the tum of the Day in Crossing with our 
wagons we have fifteen burden wagons and a Spring wagon for the sick and a hundred 
& thirty Mules We have a guide his name is Smith he thinks that we have every thing 
that a Company needs We left the river on the 9th with our teams and we ~ncamped 
9 miles near the Bluff and on the 12th we broke up our encampment and traveled 8 miles 
and encamped on a prairie near a spring We think on leaving here to-morrow ....... . . 
this is a butiful prarie the grass heir is in some places five to six inches high We 
have not come across Much game Yet we heard a few wolves last night. .. ... ... We 
thi nk we will get across in a bout 90 day . You must keep up this line of communication 
for I would like hear from you every month. You must Direct Your to Jacob H. Engle 
Member of the Carlestown Va. Mi ning Company in the care of Finley Johnson and Com
pany Sanfarancisco & Co . 

Jacob H . Engle. 
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THE STORY OF THE HOLY ROAD - (Continued) 

The following folded letter is West bound on the North Platte River route, via Independence, 
Mo. 

Author's Collection 

Partial contents of letter: 
2 6 of August 1848 Lichin County Ohio Granville P. 0. 

Dear Son . 
With Pleasure I received yours dated March 19, 1848 Monteare: suppose it 

came by Lieutenant Carson forward to St. Louis I suppose you have had many difficuteys 
and afflictions I feell to Sorrow for your loss of your son Jabonit .. . ..... We joine our 
Love to you and Famaley from 

your Affectionat Father Matthia Aram 
and your Brother William Aram 

The above letter written in 1848 and postmarked at Granville, Ohio on Aug. 28th 1 arrived 
too late to cross the plains that summer . It was evidently held over winter and received 
the Independence, Mo. cancellation on June 21 1 1849. It is interesting to note the address 
with the instructions to the Independence Post Master 1 

Capt. Joseph Aram 
Monterey Callifornia 

it is politley requested that the Post Master 
at Independence Misouri will forward this by 
the first opertunity 

Callifornia 
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THE STORY OF THE HOLY ROAD - (Continued) 

From the early 1840s to 1877 1 Crazy Horse of the Oglala Sioux roamed for miles on 
both sides of the North Platte River. He was one of the greatest of the Indian Chiefs 
and deserves a place in our western history. While there were terrible incidents 
which are best forgotten 1 they were not always created by the Indians, There are 
two sides to every story. 

In 1856 1 Brigham Young promoted the most fantastic and unbelievable plan in the 
world 1 the Handcart Migration . Starting at Iowa City , which was the railroad 
terminal at that time, men, women and children pushed or pulled handcarts more 
than thirteen hundred miles to Salt Lake City . For a fascinating book read "Handcarts 
to Zion" by Le Roy R. Hafen and Ann W . Hafen. 

In 1857, President Buchanan sent troops to Utah Territory under Gen. Wm . S. Harney, 
later commanded by Col. Albert Sidney Johnston. They traveled the North Pla tte 
River route but experienced trouble near Ft. Bridger and spent a miserable winter 
(1857-58) before going on to Camp Floyd, U.T. 

Then in 1860 came the Pony Express, the story of which still thrills young and old 
alike. Especially those who are fortunate to own those famous envelopes that were 
carried over the Holy Road by the ponies and their riders from Sacramento to St. 
Joseph. Such daring and endurance! 

When Nevada Territory was created by slicing off part of Utah Territory , Orion Clemens 
was sent out to be the first Secretary of the Territory. With him came his brother 
Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) to be his private secretary. Their travels over the 
North Platte Road are wonderfully described in "Roughing It" by Mark Twain. 

The completion of the transcontinental telegraph spelled doom to the Pony Express 
and when the Union Pacific started to roll their trains across the prairie, the Holy 
Road lost most of its traffic. But it is still a most worth while trip with all its 
history and landmarks. 
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MAIL FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO ENGLAND IN 1850 

By W . Scott Polland M.D. 

We had no postal treaty with England until February 15 1 1849. Before this time the 
postage could only be paid to the border I that is to the port of sailing; this was 5¢ 
for under 300 miles and 10¢ for over 300 miles. This was sometimes known as the 
"Shore to Ship" rate. Actually this was the domestic rate of postage from point of 
origin to either Boston or New York 1 where steamships of the Cunard Line were under 
contract with the British Government to transmit mail between the United States and 
England. These mailships sailed every other Wednesday, alternating between Boston 
and New York I carrying the British and Continental mails. 

The original treaty provided for a rate of 24¢ per 1/2 oz. on mail between the two 
countries, and was made up as follows: 

Atlantic Sea Postage 
United States Inland Postage 
British Inland Postage 

Total 

16¢ 
S¢ 

___M. 
24¢ 

Prepayment or collect of the full rate was optional, but no part payments were per
mitted; all or nothing had to be paid. 

The original treaty with Britain did not include a rate between California and Great 
Britain 1 but the Amended Articles of May 184 9 fixed the rate as follows: 

Atlantic Sea Postage 16¢ 
U.S. Internal I California to N.Y. 40¢ 
British Internal 3¢ 

59¢ 

Again all or nothing had to be paid. On each letter sent fully paid, the forwarding 
country credited the other with the sum due, and stamped the same on the face of 
the l_etter in red. If a letter was sent unpaid 1 the forwarding country stamped in 
black the sum debited. 

The following covers from my collection illustrate some of the problems involved in 
sending mail to England during this period. 

Illustration Ill 

"..lG \l J • 
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MAIL FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO ENGLAND IN 1850 (Cont'd) 

This folded letter sheet was mailed from San Francisco on November 1, 1850. On the 
front it has a faint circular red "San Francisco" and in the same color a "Paid" and "59". 
A manuscript 59 is also present . In the upper right hand corner is a red 19, put on by 
the New York Post Office as a credit to Britain, and proving that it went by the Cunard 
Line. In the left lower corner is a reddish receiving mark of Liverpool of December 21st, 
and in the upper middle towards the right, a circular London Paid, indicating prepay
ment of all postage. Of the 59¢ paid in San Francisco, we collected (40¢) the internal 
postage rate from San Francisco to New York, and the Brit i sh collected (19¢), carriage 
across the Atlantic (16¢), plus British inland postage (3¢). This illustrates a fully prepaid 
letter from San Francisco to England . 

Illustration /12 

This cover illustrates a double rate collect letter to New York; which also has a London 
Address. It was postmarked in black San Francisco, Nov 15, 1850 with the well known 
boxed 80, meaning a double rate collect. It is addressed to Mess. Fred Ruth & Co., 
London, care of Mess. Goodhue and Co . , New York . This letter had two addresses, a 
New York and a London. Goodhue and Co was ·a well known New York commercial firm 
who apparently paid the 80¢ due, and then remailed the letter collect to London, via 
Steamer Nicaragua, a Cunard boat. The San Francisco boxed 80 has been scratched out, 
and below it is a black New York circular 10. This represents the U . S. inland rate on 
a double rate letter. The manuscript 2/ was put on in London, and represents the two 
shillings collect, or 48¢ due from the addressee . 

In this case the U.S. had the advantage of the mailing, in that it collected 80¢ in New 
York, and was credited with another l 0¢, to be collected in London. Ordinarily if sent 
collect, all the way from California, the U.S. would have collected only 80¢, as the 
U.S. inland fee would not have been paid twice; a most unusual o<.:wer. 
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MAIL FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO ENGLAND IN 1850 (Cont'd) 

Illustration /13 

~ 
I 

Illustration #3 is a single letter addressed to the same firm as shown in Illustration #2. 
If the sender tried to prepay the postage 1 it was wasted. The letter i s struck in red 
wi th two types of circular San Francisco postmarks 1 but no paid marki ng is presen t I 

and it was probably sent as an unpaid letter. The manuscript "59" may have been put 
on in San Francisco or New York. Since the San Francisco Post Office did not know 
whether or not this letter would be carried from New York by British 1 or American Packet 1 

it could not put a rating mark on it. When it arrived in New York 1 a New York "40" in 
circle 1 in black was applied 1 which meant that the letter went by British Packet, and 
the only part that we were entitled to collect was the inland rate from California to 
New York 1 of 40¢. The manuscript 01 59 01 meant the whole postage was to be collected 
from the addressee. This is confirmed by the London manuscript marking of 2/5 - 1.;2 1 

two shillings 5-1/2 pence or 59¢ collect. 
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OLD BEAR RIVER CITY, WYOMING TERRITORY - A UNION PACIFIC GHOST 

By David L. Jarrett 

When the Union Pacific railroad tracks were being laid across the continent in the late 
1860s, many temporary construction camps sprang up along the way. Bear River City, 
Wyoming territory, whose post office was called Gilmer, ( 1) was such a town. 

Old Bear River City, 1868. A.J.Russell photograph from the Union Pacific 
Railroad Collection. 

The town was quickly laid out during October, 1868, in the Bear River country, (2) in 
the extreme southwestern part of Wyoming territory, a couple dozen miles west of Fort 
Bridger, on the old pony express route. (3) Two miles immediately west of the town
site was the old Bear River pony express station, which was being used as a Western 
Union telegraph office. ( 4) Bear River City was to be the winter terminal of the Union 
Pacific, while the construction crews worked on the Echo Tunnel, just beyond the town 
in the divide between Bear River and Weber River, in Utah territory. ( 5) 

During its brief existance as a terminal town, Bear River City was a wild 1 unruly boom 
town. It had a number of stores, saloons, gambling houses, dancehalls, a post office, 
and a newspaper called the Frontier Index, which had followed the railroad westward ( 6). 
The Frontier Index's editor was Legh R. Freeman, who also officially served as post
master. 

The post office was officially established on October 5, 1868, with Freeman as the 
first postmaster. (7) The post office was called "Gilmer", in order to avoid confusion 
with the Bear River City 1 Utah territory, post office. (8) Since Freeman was too busy 
in publishing his Frontier Index, he deputised John Tug Reynolds, the former Green 
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OLD BEAR RIVER CITY, WYOMING TERRITORY - (Cont'd} 

River City 
1 

Wyoming territory postmaster, to take charge of the Gilmer post office . The 
postmaster's salary was twelve dollars per year, which Freeman claimed would not 
"pay the Department's charges for regulations, filling and stamping bonds, and gettin g 
cussed into office. 11 Freeman even had trouble finding a dollar's worth of revenue stamps 
for his postmaster bond. ( l 0) 

The first mails arrived on October 30th, (ll) and on November 3rd, Freeman announced 
that the post office "is now in running order and daily mails received from the east and 
west". ( 12) The town company had donated a lot at the intersection of Uintah street and 
Bear River avenue for the purpose of locating the post office, and on November 4th the 
people were called upon to contribute money in order to erect a "suitable place for open
ing and distributing the mails." (13) Apparently by November lOth the post office build
ing was completed 1 because the Frontier Index said that the post office "has removed to 
its new bui.lding, at the head of Uintah street . J. Tug Reynolds (the deputy postmaster) 
has also opened his news depot at the same place." ( 14) 

The U. 8. mail service was anything but good . Postmaster Freeman put all the blame on 
the "damnable monopoly" of Wells, Fargo & Company, who had the government contract 
for the man carriage. Freeman claimed that the mail sacks were jammed down under the 
coach instead of being put in the boot 1 which resulted in the sacks becoming de tac hed , 
dragged on the ground and rubbed against the wheels, cau sing holes to be worn through 
and the contents lost . In wet weather, he claimed 1 the sacks became soaked from the 
mud and water until the letters were totally illegible or utterly ruined. During a two 
week period, nine different mail bundles of west coast mail had been found on the road . (15) 

On November 12th it was discovered that around 150 letters had been rifled, apparently 
by some Wells, Fargo employees . The letters were handed to the post office by a John 
H . Schermler, (16) who said that they were given to him by Harry M. Ellsworth 

1 
(17) the 

agent of Wells, Fargo & Company 1 with the request that they be slipped into a mail sack 
and nothing said about it . Freeman, on hearing this 1 lashed out against the Wells, 
Fargo organization, claiming that they did not seem satisfied with anything "short of 
direct robbery. " (18) 

Freeman's career as a newspaper editor came to an abrupt end. His outbursts against the 
ruffian elements in the city, coupled with the belief that he was the head of the vigil
antes I made him unpopular with some. A riot occurred on November 2Oth, when a hoard 
of construction crew ruffians marched on the jail to release some of their buddies who 
had been locked up the night before by the vigilantes. They shot the jailkeeper, re
leased the prisoners, and set fire to the jail. Then the mob stormed over to Freeman's 
Frontier Index tent~ destroyed the contents 1 and set the place afire. Freeman and his 
employees barely escaped, and this ended his career as a newspaper editor. (19) 

By this time, however 1 the railroad was moving on towards Salt Lake, and Bear River 
City ' s importance rapidly declined . On December 30, 1868, the Sweetwater Mines re
ported that business in Bear River City was dead and that a number of citizens were 
moving away. (2 0) However, the post office continued in operation at least for several 
more months because the author knows of two covers posted from Gilmer after 1868. 
One is penned_ "Gilmer Wg Jany 2 5" on a 3¢ pink entire (illustrated), and the other 

1 
in 

the same hand, is penned "Gilmer Wyoming Apr 2 69" on a 3¢ '61. Both covers are from 
the same correspondence and are ex-Darlington, (21) 
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OLD BEAR RIVER CITY 1 WYOMING TERRITORY 1 ETC. (Cont 'd) 

On June 15 1 1869 I the Gilmer post office was officially discontinued. It was re
established on December 17 1 1869 1 with Russell Thorp as postmaster 1 who served 
until the office was finally discontinued in late 1871. (22) 

Today I nothing is left of Bear River City 1 it having long since vanished. The site 
is located around ten miles from the present town of Evanston 1 Wyoming. 

The earliest known cover from Bear River City, Wyoming territory. The town's post 
office was called "Gilmer" in order to avoid confusion with the Bear River City, 
Utah territory, post office. This particular cover was most probably mailed in 
1869, several months after the post office was in operation. 

(Photograph by Jarrett) 
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_- OLD BEAR RIVER CITY, WYOMING TERRITORY, ETC. - (Cont'd) 

FOOTNOTES 

1 . Frontier Index, October 13, 1868, p . 2. 

2. Ibid., October 13, 1868, p . 2 . 

3 . Information abstracted from a map copyrighted in 1959 by the Wyoming State Archives 
& Historical Department entitled "Fort Bridger." 

4 . Frontier Index, November 3, 1868, p . 3 

5 . Ibid . , October 13, 1868, p.2 . 

6 . Pence, Mary Lou, and Homsher, Lola M. , the Ghost Towns of Wyoming, Hastings House, 
New York; 1956, p . 74. 

7. According to the records of the Post Office Department in the National Archives, 
a post office was established at Gilmer, Carter county, Wyoming territory, on 
October 5, 1868, with Legh R. Freeman as the first postmaster. The office was 
discontinued on June 15, 1869, and reestablished on December 17, 1869, with Rus
sel Thorp serving as postmaster until the office was finally discontinued on 
November 20, 1871. 

8 . The Gilmer post office was possibly named for John T. (Jack) Gilmer (of Gilmer, 
Salisbury & Patrick's Express fame), who was the Division Superintendent of Wells, 
Fargo & Company at that time, according to the October 30, 1868, Frontier Index. 

9. Frontier Index, November 17' 1868, p.3 . 

10 ; Ibid., November 6, 1868, p . 3. 

11. Ibid. , October 30, 1868, p . 3. 

12 . Ibid. , November 3, 1868. p . 3. 

13 . Ibid . , November 3, 1868, p . 3 . 

14 . Ibid . , November 10, 1868, p.3 . 

15 . Ibid . , November 10, 1868, p . 3. 

16 . John Shermler, (sic) is listed as the first postmaster of Gilmer in the Wyoming 
territorial post office listing published in the January, 1965 Western Express 
on page nine . John Shermler (sic) was called the postmaster in Pence's the Ghost 
Towns of Wyoming on page seventy eight. The author has not found any information 
that can support these statements. 

17. The November 3, 1868, Frontier Index announced that "Our old agent, H. M. Ellsworth, 
from Green River, opened a Wells, Fargo & Co . express office in town today . " 

18. Frontier Index, November 13, 1868, p.2. 
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FOOTNOTES - (Cont'd) 

19. Pence, Mary Lou, Ibid. , pp. 80, 82-83. 

20. Pence, Mary Lou, Ibid . , p . 84. 

21. These covers were misdescribed in the Darlington sale (Paige, December, 1956, 
lot 11815 . ) 

22 . National Archives, Appointment of Postmaster Records. 

FOOTNOTE ON THE COVER 

George Benjamin Chittenden, the addressee, was born in Madison , Connecticut, on 
December 25, 1849 . He prepared for Yale at the Guilford Institute , Guilford, Connecti cut , 
and entered Sheff in September, 1867, where he took the Engineering Course, receiving 
the degree Ph . B. in 1871 and the degree, C.E. in 1873. While at Sheff, Chittenden r e
ceived this letter from Bear River City. 

Chittenden entered the Coast Survey on graduation, was with the Geological Survey f r om ~ 
1873 to 1878, and eventually moved to the Southwest in 1885, where he became engaged i n 
mining activity . He died in 1939 at East River, Connecticut. 
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FOUND -- THE LOCATION OF THE ELK HORN POST OFFICE 

By Harry B. Hebel 

The location of the Elk Horn Post Office has long been an "unknown" for collectors 
of covers from Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. The records show that it was 
established in Contra Costa County in May 1852 and discontinued in December 
1853 . When Walter Frickstad was doing his research for "A Century of California 
Post Offices" he was unable to find any information that would indicate its location. 
In March of 1853 a large section of Contra Costa had become part of the newly formed 
Alameda County, therefore the question-- Was Elk Horn in what is now Alameda 
County or in Contra Costa County? 

Amateur historians I particularly those in the East Bay area, have spent many hours 
searching for clues and writing about possible sites, but it was only recently that 
Ernest L. Sykes uncovered evidence ( 1) that definitely locates the area and indicates 
the county. 

The key to the discovery is the U. S. Army Survey of the Altamont hills. In the sum
mer of 1853 1 the then Secretary of War 1 Jefferson Davis, ordered the Army to find 
feasible routes for a transcontinental railroad. One party set out from Benicia with 
escorts and supply trains 1 proceeding from Martinez through the San Ramon Valley 
and across the Livermore Valley . The survey report makes the following comments 
about the trip through "Livermore's Pass" : 

"On the afternoon of July 13 we reached Livermore's house, and encamped 
at a spring about a mile in its rear 1 and nearly four miles from the entrance 
of the pass . Here I determined to stop a sufficient length of time to enable 
me to make a survey of the pass 1 in which is the wagon road usually traveled 
by those going from San Jose to the lower San Joaquin Valley; and for this 
reason this pass is much better known than several others lying a little to 
the south of it . " (2) 

Livermore's house was undoubtedly the site of the Livermore Ranch Post Office that 
was established in July 1851 and discontinued in January 1853, six months before 
the survey party passed through . The pass referred to as Livermore's Pass is now 
known as Altamont Pass. The report continues: 

" .. . . . .. on the 17th we left camp early 1 and went through the pass with the 
wagons without much difficulty 1 and camped at the eastern base of the hills 1 

near a solitary house, which is known as the Elkhorn Post Office. From here 
we had, to the east, the broad expanse of the San Joaquin Valley. The river 
had overflowed its banks, and the valley was one vast sheet of water, from 
25 to 30 miles broad and approaching within four to five miles of the hills. 
It had been my intention to cross at the lower ferry and follow up the eastern 
side of the valley; but this was evidently impossible. The first point on the 
river which presents banks high enough to prevent an overflow is at Grayson, 
one of the cities of California, which looks very well on paper, but in which 
there are but two houses at present. It is two or three miles above the mouth 
of the Tuolumne river, the principal branch of the San Joaquin, and 27 miles 
southeast of Elkhorn . " (3) 
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FOUND - THE LOCATION OF THE ELKHORN POST OFFIC E - (Cont 'd) 

From the information obtained from the above portions of the report and from the surveyor's 
table of distances and altitudes it is evident that the site of Elk Horn Post Office was at 
or very near a place called Mountain House . This definitely places it in Alameda County . 

The map of the area as it is today is shown with the approximate route of the survey party . 
The survey tables of the report show the exact latitude and longitude of Livermore's 
Ranch and the recorded distance from the Ranch to the Elk Horn Post Office is 14 . 18 miles. 
This distance checks with the mileage from the known location of the ranch to Mountain 
House using the route known to be in use prior to 1857. This check point further agrees 
with the 27 miles from Elk Horn Post Office to the Grayson crossing of the San Joaquin 
River. 

It is quite clear that Elk Horn Post Office was on the land route to Stockton . An inspec
tion of the records of the Surveyor-General showing the subdivision of public land was 
made. These records of 1857 reveal in detail the route of traffic from San Jose to Stockton 
and this wagon road passed through what is known today as Mountain House . 

It was at Mountain House that a road junction was shown on this main road from San Jose 
to Stockton. This side road ran southeast along what is today the Delta-Mendoti'l Canal . 
It was undoubtedly along this road that the Army survey party proceeded to Grayson to avoid 
the flooded plains encountered on the road toward Stockton. 

The Elk Horn Post Office 1 like the Livermore's Ranch Post Office 1 had a very short life 1 

probably owing to lack of patronage. 

If any of our readers knows of a cover from Elk Horn I we would certainly be interested in 
hearing about it. 

(1.) 
(2 . ) 

(3. ) 
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Sykes is a member of the Amador-Livermore Valley Historical Society . 
Reports of Exploration and Surveys to Ascertain the Most Practicable and Economical 
Route for a Railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, 1856.Vol.V,p 11. 
Ibid. Page 12 . 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

By J. H. Van Alsburg 

Santa .Fe, N. M. Oct 9th 1884 

Dear Wife, as you will see, I am now at Santa Fe. Old, old Santa Fe, 

the capitol of the Territory and the city that has seen the ups and downs of over three 

centuries . It is the most peculiar and interesting place that I have ever found. The 

streets are about the width of our alley. The buildings are nearly all adobe, one 

story high. A building goes clear around the square and the whole centre of each 

block is a flower garden that belongs to the whole crowd that live in the block. Little 

streams of water run on each side of the most of the streets and the water is carried 

into the gardens to irrigate the ground, so that the flowers will grow. They have 

scarcely any rain here, and that only in June. The Mexicans are more plenty than all 

others here, and they do just as their grandfathers did a hundred years ago. There is 

one now passing with 3 little burros I and he has 7 carcasses of deer and one of a bear 

tied on their backs while he tramps along behind them with his gun. They make differ

ent kinds of potter¥ and raise some fruit. They raise no grain in this part of the world 1 

for it is all mountains. The most of them are Catholics, and their churches I although · 

but one story and adobe, are said to be the most richly furnished of any in the United 

States. The Mexican women seldom wear a hat or bonnet 1 but all follow the old plan 

and wear a blanket or shawl over their head . It is but a few years since they com

menoed using chairs and tables. They have a fine plaza (square) with trees and 

flowers, and in the centre a fine soldiers monument and fountain. The U.S. has a 

fort here and one regiment of soldiers. The fort is directly across the street from this 

hotel . I can tell you more about this old city after I tramp over it tomorrow ....... . 

Truly yours 
H. M. Albertson 

Editor's Note: The cover has a corner card and picture of the Palace Hotel . It has a 
2¢ brown stamp /1210 nicely tied and is postmarked "Santa Fe, N. Mex. 
Oct 11, 1882 . It is in superb condition. 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

By Sheldon H .Dike 

The Territory of Wyoming was created from part s of Dakota 1 Idaho, and Utah Terri-

torie s on 2 5 July 1868. Its boundaries 1 which have remained essentially unchanged, 

were described in the original creation act as follows: 

"That all that part of the United States described as follows: 

Commencing at the intersection of the twenty-seventh meridian 

of longitude west from Washington with the forty-fifth degree of 

north latitude, and running thence west to the thirty-fourth meridian 

of west longitude , thence south to the forty-first degree of n orth 

latitude 1 thence east to the twenty-seventh meridian of west longi-

tude 1 and thence north to the place of beginning I be I and the same 

is hereby 1 organized into a temporary government by the name 

of the Territory of Wyoming . " 

When Wyoming was admitted as a State on 10 July 1890 1 the admission act added 

the stipulation "that nothing in this act contained shall repeal or affect any act of 

Congress relating to the Yellowstone National Park 1 or the reservation of the park 

as now defined 1 or as may be hereafter defined or extended or the power of the 

United States over it ." The United States has exclusive jurisdiction and control 

over the area of Yellowstone Park I whose boundaries were originally established 

in 18 72 I except for Wyoming ' s right to serve criminal or civil merits within these 

boundaries. 

While on the subject of Wyoming 1 we discussed in the January 1962 issue of this 

column, two early manuscript covers from Gilmer 1 Wyoming that were part of the 

Darlington Sale . 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 1966 Page 21 

TERRITORIAL TIMES - (Cont'd) 

The lot description of one of these stated that it was dated 2 April 1866 . This being more 

than two years prior to the formation of Wyoming Territory, we wondered who now had 

the cover so that this date could be checked . The other cover carried the manuscript 

marki ng "Gilmer Wg Jany 25" and is now in the Dave Jarrett collection . Some time ago 

Dave reported tha t he had at last seen the other cover and that its manuscript marking 

reads "Gilmer Wyoming Apr 2 69" . Both covers are of the same correspondence . Hence 

one more mystery has been solved . 

* * * * * 

New finds of New Mexico territorial markings include ONAVA (1909) reported 

by R. A. Peters , AGUDO (1911) reported by N. L. Persson, and VANCE (1910) and 

ELEPHANT BUTTE (1911) reported by H . H . Longfellow. This brings the total known to 

644 offices . 

The catalog of New Mexico Territorial Postmarks is now out of print . 
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AN UNUSUAL COVER 

By W. Scott Polland, M.D. 

The illustration shows a cover formerly in my collection from San Francisco to London 
in September 1861 with a 30¢ 1860 (Scott #38) stamp . From July 1, 1851 to July 1, 1863 
the rate to Great Britain from California or the Pacific Coast was 2 9¢ per 1/2 oz. 
This cover shows an overpayment of 1¢. The 30¢ 1860 stamp was demonetized in August 
and September 1861, but the old stamps were valid on the Pacific Coast until early in 1862 . 
This is the only item with this usage known to the author. 

Originally purchased in London a number of years ago, it has a certificate of authenticity 
issued by the "Expert Committee of the British Philatelic Association." It was passed 
upon by the late Stanley B. Ashbrook who noted another minor feature of this unusual 
cover. It shows no credit of Britain's share of the 2 9¢ rate. Inasmuch as the proper 
credit depended upon the nationality of the boat carrying it across the Atlantic, it appears 
that the San Francisco post office applied no credit, having no advance knowledge 
whether it would be despatched from New York by "British Packet" or "American Packet". 
If the former, the credit would have been 19¢, if the latter only 3¢. For some unknown 
reason the New York office also overlooked rating it. 
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RUMRILL'S EXPRESS 

A GROUP OF EXPRESSES 

By A. Jay Hertz 

Francis Rumrill's Express was one of the early California expresses beginning in 1853. 
His routes ran along the upper reaches of the Feather River, the towns north of Marys
ville and through the camps of the Sierra Nevada, in that part of the country. 

Rumrill was an easterner , as were so many of his fellow expressmen . He lived in Ohio 
and left that state to find what Fortune held for him in the new state of California. He 
went first to San Francisco and then to Marysville, where he settled. 

He experienced all the general troubles of an early western community, the greatest of 
which, was fire. Almost every town had its houses of wood and shacks of canvas, 
which a spark would ignite. Soon the whole community would be a roaring mass of 
flames. Rumrill built a home which was destroyed in this fashion; then he rebuilt his 
home and it was lost in the same way. 

He started in the business of buying gold dust and soon after, went into the express 
business. Having little money of his own, he conceived of a plan. He asked Wells 
Fargo to set him up in business and, strangely enough, they did. He operated under 
their name and with their money, got his start. He worked day and night to get ahead 
and in August, 1853, the name of the company was changed to Rumrill and Co.'s 
Northern Express . 

The northern winter was severe. Many times Rumrill would start out from Marysville 
to deliver the mail to Downieville, when he would be forced to return by the depth of 
the snow , after going half way. These troubles and others began to pile up. His 
agent reported that he had been held up and robbed of $2000 . A search revealed the 
stolen money , which had been hidden close by. This was the second robbery, for 
before that, one of his agents had absconded with $1000. The next day his employee 
left for parts unknown. It was thought that he was the man who had committed the 
robbery and secreted the money, so that he could take it with him when he left. 

Despite his t roubles, the business of the express increased and Rumrill had to work 
even harder than before to operate his express., 

An advertisement in Alta California shows the places where Rumrill operated : 

"Rumrill and Co . 's Northern Express, 
connecting with Wells Fargo and Co., Daily, - To and from 
the principal places in the Northern Mines. 

Marysville Hansonville 
Foster's Bar Gibsonville 

Camptonville Chandlerville 
Goodyear's Bar Pine Grove 

Downieville St. Louis 

and all other points in their vicinity . 
Treasure, Parcels and Letters forwarded to any part of 

California, Oregon, Atlantic States, Canada or Europe. 
Gold Dust bought, Collections made and all business pertaining 

to an Express and Exchange Office promptly attended to. All matters of 
business left with either of the offices of Wells Fargo and Co. will re-
ceive immediate a ttention. Rumrill and Co." 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES - ( Cont'd) 

RUMRILL'S EXPRESS (Cont 'd) 

Rumrill ran his express from August, 1853 to the latter part of 1854 or the early part of 
1855. At that time, he sold his business to the Langton Express . 

There are no printed franks of Rumrill but he had many different kinds of hand stamps. 

First, there was a handstamp that had a rectangular frame with truncated corners. It 
was probably one of the early ones. 

Second 
1 

there was the shield type, with F. Rumrill and Co.'s Express, Foster's Bar, in 
four lines. 

Third, there was a large oval, double line margin, with F. Rumrill and Co.'s Northern 
Express , connecting with Wells Fargo and Co. in four lines . 

Fourth , there was the double line, short, fat oval, with the same wording in five lines. 

Fifth, there was the round hand stamp, in six lines. 

Sixth, there was a small double line oval, in three lines. 

Seventh, in a Keffer sale (Collectors Shop , 101 st sale, May 2 5 , 19 51 L another type 
appeared. This was a F. Rumrill a nd Co . , Northern Express connecting with Wells 
Fargo and Co. , in four straight lines. (On the cover was a small "Paid" and it was 
mailed from Bennington, Vt. and addressed to Foster's Bar. Marked in mss Collect $ 1 . 00). 

The rectangle was used early, date unknown. The shield was used about January, 1854. 
The large oval , January to April, 1854. The fat , small oval, May to June, 1854 . The 
circular stamp, July to November, 1854. The small, double line oval, Dec. 1854 . 

The address, postmarks, etc ., on covers indicate that Rumrill was in Marysville until 
sometime between January a nd July , 1854, when he went to Downieville. 

The letters showing the hand stamps of Rumrill's Express, are on folded covers . None 
are on Well s Fargo franked envelopes, although he used their name. Nor are they on 
the covers of any other company. It is not known whether the Rumrill handstamps were 
stamped on the covers before they were sold or whether they were added after they were 
collected by the express for delivery . However 1 it is quite certain that they were the 
franks of t he company and were used for the transmission o f mail. 

Rumrill was a young man when he went into the e xpress business a nd he lasted a com
paritively short time. There is very little that has been recorded about the man and his 
company in the time he operated the express. There are just a few advertisements and 
tha t is about all. 

In 1923 , Mr. Elliott Perry, the noted philatelist , received some letters from a friend , 
which proved to be correspondence between Rumrill and a young lady who might have from 
the tone of his letters, been his sweetheart. Some facts and some hands tamps, never 
before known, were uncovered by these letters and these have been made public. After 
the express was sold t o Langton, Rumrill disappeared and was ne ver seen in the express 
field again . But although the life of Rumrill's Express was only about a year and a half, 
it gave the man a place in the history of the West. 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES- (Cont'd) 

FARGO'S FEATHER RIVER EXPRESS 

The Northern Mines, particularly those on the Gibsonville Ridge and the country covered 
by the Feather River and its tributaries, were the stamping grounds of some of the finest 
and most successful expressmen 1 that ever serviced an area. Holland, Wheeler, Everts 1 

Snell , Singer and Fargo, were some of these men . It i s with Fargo's story that we are 
about to consider. · 

In 1850, Annan Fargo (in no way to be confused with the Fargo of the well known com
pany}, went into partnership with W.E.Singer. That he had connected with a famous 
partner, is evidenced by the fact that the Butte Record called him 1 "That intrepid a nd 
untiri ng mountain expressman, Captain Singer .... " and in the History of Butte County, 
by George C . Mansfield, he is called "the best known of the mountain expressm~n. " 
They bought the express and route of John R. Buckel and started under the name of 
Singer and Fargo. They operated successfully until 18 52, when they took in W. S. 
Dean as a partner, the firm name being changed to Singer 1 Dean and Co.'s Express. 
This firm operated until 1855. About the time that Dean came into the business, 
Fargo left and went into business for himself . 

The firm of Fargo a nd Co . ' s Feather River Express, operated from Marysville to Bid
wells Bar (Marysville Herald, May 24 , 1853) and went to all the camps o n the North 
Fork of the Feather River and its tributaries. 

We will give Fargo's advertiseme nt in full, to show how thoroughly he covered the 
Feather River area. From the Marysville Herald, April 2, 1853: 

"Fargo and Co.'s Feather River Express, c onnecting with 
Wells , Fargo and Co.'s Express 

to all parts of the Atlantic States, the Canadas and Europe. 
Having perfected the most satisfactory arrangements, we are now prepared to trans

mit with the utmost regularity, despatch and security, all business entrusted to our 
care, such as receiving, forwarding and delivering gold dust, parcels and letters -
the purchasing and forwarding of bills of exchange - the collection. and payment of 
bills 1 notes and accounts 1 etc. , etc. 

Our messenger will leave our office in Marysville on the 5th and 20th of each month 
for the North Fork of the Feather River and its tributaries. 

American Valley Bidwell ' s Bar 
Chandlerville Evansville 
Gibsonville Hansonville 
Hopkins Creek Long Bar 
Morris Ravine Nelson's Creek 
Onion Valley Poorman's Creek 
Port Wine Diggings Rich Bar, Middle Fork 
Spring Valley Stringtown 
Spear Diggings Smith's Bar, North Fork 
White Rock City of '7 6 
Barkers Ranch Butte Creek 
Canyon Creek Forbestown 
Grass Valley Honcut City 
Jamison's Creek Lexington Hou se 
Natchez Ophir 
Oregon Gulch Pine Grove 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 1966 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A GROUP OF EXPRESSES - { Cont'd) 

FARGO 'S FEATHER RIVER EXPRESS {Cont'd) 

Rich Bar, North Fork 
Strawberry Valley 
Spanish Ranch 

Wyandott 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Rush Creek 
Spanish Flat 
St. Louis 
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Bills of Exchange secured payable at any of the following places: New York, New 
Orleans, London and Paris. 

Also at Albany, Troy, Utica and Syracuse ••.. 
Gold Dust forwarded under insurance to all parts of the United States, the Canadas 

and Europe. 
Jy22tf A. Fargo and Co." 

Evidently their agent in Marysville was N. Starr for we find a "thank you" in the same 
paper, May 7, 1853: 

"We are indebted toN. Starr of A. Fargo and Co.'s Express for a variety 
of valuable Boston, New York and Philadelphia periodicals, for which he will please 
accept our thanks." 

Just as news was carried by most expressmen, who also served as the reporters of the 
day, the Herald, June 18, 1853 writes: 

"Mining on the Feather River. On Rush Creek, North Fork of the Feather 
River, we learn from Fargo & Co. expressmen, the miners are all doing well. The same 
is the case on the North Fork and the East Branch. The ravines, gulches and canyons 
are full of people. Some are making as high as $50 a day. Ravines in the neighbor
hood of American and Spanish Valleys are paying liberally." 

Fargo lasted a comparatively short time while by himself. The hand stamps he used were 
two - a large, single line oval, with "Fargo and Co.'s I Feather River I Express," the 
first and third lines curving with the outline of the oval, the second line being straight. 
The second hand stamp, was smaller than the first, the type being similar in the arrange
ment, but smaller. 

EGNELL' S PRICKLY PEAR EXPRESS 

Egnell started his Montana express in 1864. It took its picturesque name from the town 
it serviced. The route lay between Virginia City, M. T. to Prickly Pear and Silver Creek, 
M.T. From The Montana Post, Nov. 12, 1864: 

"New Item. Egnell's Prickly Pear Express came in on Monday, 
bringing quite a letter mail from that auferous country and news 
of daily discoveries of rich silver lodes ... . " 

There were constant new fields and finds and Egnell reported these to the newspaper, as 
he heard them talked about. The expressman was also the unofficial weather man and 
this most important news, was the miners only way of knowing the condition of the roads. 
From the same newspaper, Nov. 19, 1864: 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES - (Cont'd) 

E.GNELL 1S PRICKLY PEAR EXPRESS (Cont'd) 

" . ... Egnell 1 s Prickly Pear Express came in on time and reports 
no snows 15 miles from Virginia (City). They have three changes 
of teams between here {Virginia City) and Prickly Pear and com
fortable coaches . The line is decidedly the best way to go to 
the silver region. " 
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That was the way "one hand washed the other ." It was the newspapers way of praising 
the line and advertising it gratis, in "payment" of the news it received from the express
man. Beside the free advertising, Egnell 1 S own appears in the same paper, Nov 26, 
1864: 

"Egnell 1 s Virginia City, Prickly Pear and Silver Creek 
Express. 

Makes weekly trips between the above places with punctuality 
and dispatch. Fast stock and good spring wagons. Office at 
King & Gillett 1 s store, Stone Wall corner, Virginia City, Mont. Terr. " 

The Prickly Pear Express did not last long - just about a year. In 1865, Egnell sold 
out his route, all his rolling stock and all his hauling stock, to A.J.Oliver 1 s Bannack 
City Express . 

E GNELL 1 S LAST CHANCE EXPRESS 

A. Egnell operated his Last Chance Express from Virginia City, then in Idaho Territory 
(Now Montana), in 1865. The express ran from Virginia City to Prickly Pear. The 
year before 1 Egnell called his express the Prickly Pear Express and why he changed 
the name to the Last Chance 1 is not known at this time. 

From the Montana Post 1 Feb. ll 1 1865: 

"News Item . Murder - A rumor came to us per the Last Chance Express, 
that a man was attacked by highwaymen, killed and robbed of $3000 1 

between Last Chance and Fort Benton .... " 

The express carried the news and gossip of the various communities, from place to 
place. News of robbery and murder, was always the sort of news that the papers 
wanted and it cost them nothing to get it. Another source of trouble and complaint , 
was the terrible condition of the roads particularly after a rainstorm, when they 
became almost impassable. Here we have the chronic complaint aired in the paper. 

From the same paper 1 March 18 1 1865: 

"The Last Chance Express came in on Wednesday and reports business 
lively in the Prickly Pear region but the roads are in a terrible state of 
dissolution. They are bottomless and impassable." 

That Egnelll the Prickly Pear Express owner, operated the Last Chance Express, is 
seen from is advertisement in the same paper. 

From the Montana Post I May 13 I 1865: 

"Last Chance Express. On and after this date, we will run a semi-weekly 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 1966 
-· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

A GROUP OF EXPRESSES- (Cont'd) 

EGNELL' S LAST CHANCE EXPRESS - (Cont 'd) 

line of coaches between Virginia City and Helena. Leave Virginia 
on Monday and Tuesday. Helena on the same days. Office at King 
and Gillett's Store. 
May 11 , 1865 A. Egnell & Co." 
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Their office at the King and Gillett store, was the same office that Egnell had in November 
1864. The end , however, was inevitable - the small man in hopeless competition with 
the big express company. Later, in 1865, Egnell sold out to A. J . Oliver's Express. 

CHANDLER & CO.'S EXPRESS 

In 1854, the firm of Woodward and Chandler was running a daily express between Shasta 
and Horsetown. We find a news item in Shasta Courier, April22, 1854 which reads: 

"News . Messrs . Woodward and Chandler run a daily express between 
this place and Horsetown. They are authorized to receive subscriptions 
for the "Courier" and orders for job work. " 

Two years later, we find the Chandlers, H. Chandler and F. B. Chandler, in the business 
of General Merchandise . This usually meant groceries, hardware, paints and other com-
modities useful in a country community. -.._ 

We herewith give the co-partnership notice: 

"Co-partnership notice. The undersigned have entered into a co-partner-
ship for the transacting of Express Business and as dealers in General Merchan
dise under the firm name of H . Chandler & Co. N. B. Our express wagon will 
leave Horsetown daily at 7 o'clock, A.M. and leave Horsetown for Shasta at 
2 o'clock. Packages and letters forwarded to any part of California through 
Pacific Express. Collections made and a General Express Business attended to. 

H. Chandler . F . :B. Chandler. 
Horsetown, Feb. 18, 1856 . feb26-6m 

The horse and wagon, used for the delivery of supplies, could also be used (and was 
used) for the delivery of letters and expres s . This was in 1856 and a year later , they 
were operating a tri-weekly express. From Shasta Republican, March 28, 1857 : 

"Bald Hills and Horsetown Express. On and after this date, the undersigned 
will run a tri-weekly express from Horsetown to Bald Hills, by ~Y of Piety 
Hill, Dry Creek, Pomeroy's Ranch, Ball's Store and intermediate places and 
connecting at Horsetown with 

Chandler & Co . 's Horsetown and Shasta Express. 
All business in the express line will be attended to with promptness and 
dispatch. 

N. B. Our express line will leave Horsetown every Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday at 7 o'clock, A.M. and return the same day. 
Chisman & Tracy, Bald Hills. Chandler & Co., Horsetown . " 
Horsetown, May 21, 1857. myl3-3m 
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This , as has been noted, was a branch of the original Horsetown and Shasta Express. 
Business seems to have warranted their extending and enlarging their line. 

In Oct. 1857 (the lOth), Shasta Courier, we find them still advertising their routes. 
The following year, there was a new arrangement. From Shasta Courier ,June 2 6, 1858: 

"Horsetown and Shasta Express, via Middletown. New Arrangement. 
The above express will hereafter leave Horsetown every morning at 
7 o'clock for Shasta . Returning will leave Shasta at 2 o'clock, P.M. 
Passengers and packages taken as heretofore. Everything pertaining 
to Express business promptly attended to. Collections made with 
dispatch. 
Office - H . Chandler, Horse town and Wells Fargo and Co., Shasta. 

F. B. Chandler 1 Proprietors, 
Horse town, March 13 1 185 8. " 

The Shasta Courier, Aug. 22, 1863, still records their advertising. This they had 
already operated for six years and probably for many years 1 for the towns they ser
viced, Horsetown and Bald Hills, were relatively unimportant and there wasn't enough 
business to tempt the larger companies. 

In 1863 , F. B. Chandler got out of the partnership and organized Chandler's Pittsburg 
Express. This operated between Pittsburg 1 Buckeye 1 Churntown 1 Copper City and 
Shasta. From Shasta Courier 1 June 13, 1863: 

"Pittsburg Express. By way of Buckeye 1 Churntown 1 Copper City 
and Shasta on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and return on alternate 
days. . . . F . B. Chandler 1 Prop . " 

and also in the same newspaper 1 Aug. 22, 1863: 

"Pittsburg Express, by way of Buckeye, Churntown and Copper City, 
leaves Shasta on Monday, Wednesday and Friday and returns on 
alternate days . Passengers, packages and parcels conveyed with 
care, neatness and dispatch. 
Je6 F. B. Chandler, Prop . " 

The role the Chandlers unknowingly played 1 was to add another express to the long 
list in California . 

CARLOCK'S EXPRESSES 

A. B. Carlock started, as did many other expressmen, in a business of quite a different 
nature, than the one in which his name will be remembered. He started in the business 
of general merchandise in Fort Jones 1 Cal., and that was but a step from the business 
of expressing. If one can sell and deliver his own merchandise 

1 
he can sell his ser

vices to others and deliver their letters, gold dust and their merchandise. Carlock's 
initial endeavors are recorded for posterity 1 in the advertisement in Yreka Journal, 
Jan. 8, 1869: 
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"A . B. Carlock 1 Dealer in Groceries, Dry Goods , Clothing and General 
Merchandise, Fort Jones, Cal. Also Agent for Wells, Fargo & Co. 
Checks drawn on Wells, Fargo. Gold Dust bought at highest market 
prices. Drafts procured on the Atlantic States a nd Europe a nd will attend 
to all matters connected with a general express and banking business. 
Fort Jones 1 March 11, 1867 . A. B. Carlock." 

It took five years for the transition to be completed but Carlock was timid about starting 
out alone, although he had one foot in I ai:ready. He found two men, Ward and Pool 1 who 
went in with him as partners and Carlock and Ward's Scott Valley & Scott River Expres s , 
came into being. They bought out Tickner's Express to Scott Valley and Scott River, 
simply replacing the name of Tickner with theirs; the route remained the same. 

From Yreka Journal, Aug. 7, 187 2: 

"Carlock and Ward have bought out Tickner' s Express to Scott Valley 
a nd Scott River and will run regularly to Scott Bar and Etna , as usual, 
doing a general express business and carrying passengers. Mr . Ward 
drives to Etna and J .J. Pool drives to Scott Bar . " 

And from the same paper and date: 

"Carlock and Ward 's Scott Valley Express will leave Yreka every Tuesday, 
Thursday a nd Saturday mornings, for McAdams Creek, Fort Jones, Oro Fino , 
and Etna. Connecting at Fort Jones with Carlock's Scott River Express . 
And connecting at Etna with the Express and Mail for Klamath county. 
Returning will leave Etna and Scott Bar, every Monday, Wednesday a nd 
Friday . " 

The partnership lasted almost a year, less a few days, for we now find that he is run
ning his express himself. Of course, he had h is difficulties, all of which we learn 
in the news in Yreka Journal, April 2, 1873: 

"Carlock has commenced running his stage through to Scott's Bar now 
the snow has melted off sufficiently t o render the road passable, which 
makes it more convenient for passengers and express matter, than pack
ing and riding on mules. Carlock's Express leaves Yreka every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday . ... " 

A month later I he went into another express venture 1 with two other partners, Denny 
and Vogan , at the same time, operating his own express . From same, May 7, 1873: 

"Union Express. Messrs. Denny, Carlock and Vogan have established 
a new daily express line between Yreka and Callahans, via Fort Jones 
and Etna." 

When business (or family) matters called him to the north, he leased his business to 
his capable assistant, Lavinia Tickner, a lady of a noted express family, who had 
been in the expres s business herself. From same, Feb. 18 , 187 4: 

"A. B. Carlock has leased his Scott River Express to Lavinia Tickner 
1 
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for the coming ·season, he having lately returned .from the 
ruorth. with his family . Lavinia formerly ran this express and 
was generally liked as an attentive, prompt and accomodating 
expressma·n." 

That was t he last bit of news this writer has been able to find about Carlock. He 
may have remained in the north; he may have sold out; he may have died. At this 
time we leave this story here - unfinished . Any day; at any moment , we may find 
the answer and the end of this tale. 

ARIZONA STAGE COMPANY 

James Grant was the owner and operator of this company . It ran between La Paz, 
Ehrenburg and Wickenburg t o Tucson and Prescott . He held the mail contract and it 
meant going through dangerous territory. The commanding officer of the district , 
usually detached a group of six or eight men to accompany the stage through the 
most dangerous part of the territory . That was a courtesy , exercised by the officer 
at his discretion. He could grant it or withdraw it, at will. 

For some reason , Grant incurred the displeasure of the officer and aid was withheld . 
The on ly recourse the stageman had , was to appeal to the War Department in Wash
ington. That might mean the cancellation of his mail contract for one never knew 
what connections the Commandant, might have. Washington was 2000 miles away 
and the men who sat behind the desks in that city, did not seem to understa.nd 
the problems of marauding Indians, their resentment to the intrusions of the white 
man, or the cut-throat highwaymen who infested that part of the country. 
From Arizona Miner: 

Owing to some misunderstanding between Mr . Grant our 
energetic mail contractor and the commanding officer of 
the military subdistrict of Prescott, the usual escourt of 
soldiers has not been furnished the mail for several trips 
past and the contractor has been compelled to hire men 
to escourt it . " 

That was what Grant had to do - hire men to protect the mail and express. He had to 
do that or lose his contract . In the meantime, he tried to pacify the commanding 
officer of the garrison . His advertisement in the Weekly Arizona Miner, Nov .14, 
1868 follows : 

"Arizona Stage Co . Runs from La Paz, Ehrenburg and Wicken
burg to Tucson and Prescott. Connects with Noble and Walters 
to San Bernardino , Cal.; offers mail and passenger service. 
Florence, Globe and intermediate stations are also served. 
Agents: J , Goldwater, La Paz, 

W . K. Ferris, Wickenburg , 
Allen & White, Prescott. 

James Grant, Proprietor." 

They were hard times in.adifficult country and a man had to hold on in any way he could. 
Grant evidently su~;ceeded . 
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CALDWELL & LEVALLY~.S . .STAGE LINE 

:The story of thievery and crookedness in the express business 1 is always a sordid 
though interesting one. It was a business based on faith 1 much the same as banking 
which, in many instances 1 was one of its branches. You placed your money, your 
treasure or your person into the hands of some men and you fe lt that your c onfidence 
would not be betrayed. In most instances, your trust was not abused and your money I 
your treasure or you, were delivered safely. For the amount of gold dust and money 
carried and transferred by express I losses amounted to the smallest fraction of one 
per cent. 

There is no business in which everyone is completely honest and it was also the case 
in the express business. Caldwell and Levally's Stage Line may have started out as 
a reliable firm and probably were. They ran between Enterprise and Phoenix and 
carried on their business legitimately 1 for some time. 

Business prospered and they bought a second coach to take care of their passengers 
and express. They had a fine stock of sixteen horses. 

What it was that sent them along the wrong path 1 is not disclosed. Suffice it to say 
that they began to get loans and credit from various people and businesses in Prescott 
and other places . Then quite suddenly 1 they were gone. The town got up one morning 
to find that they no longer had a stage line. From Arizona Star 1 Oct . 10 1 187 8: 

"Caldwell and Levally 1 proprietors of the line of coaches running 
from here (Enterprise) to Gillett 1 Tip Top and Phoenix, made a clean 
up a few days since 1 owing various sums in Gillett and Prescott. 
They were seen at Verdi, striking for New Mexico. Had with them 
their two coaches, a four horse coach and twelve horses 1 loose. 
Telegraphed deputy Sheriff, C. E. Cooley 1 at Apache to intercept them. " 

With the Sheriff warned and with few roads they could use 1 it is almost certain that 
they were captured. You can almost count them on the fingers of one harid - the dis
honest ones . It is to the everlasting glory of this business 1 that de spite the huge 
sums that were involved and that ran into millions of dollars, few succumbed to 
temptation. 

* * * * * * 
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By N. Leonard Persson 

Auction Action is i ndebted this quarter to David Jarrett for a most interesting com
parison of prices realized by Auctioneer Siegel of the Paul Berner collection wi th 
prices realized f or t he same covers in the 1956 Paige sale of the Darlington collec
t i on and the Fox sal e of the covers belonging to the late Corwith Wagner . The total 
of Mr . Berner's purchases in the Darlington and Wagner sales for covers sold in the 
r ecent Siegel s ale was $1,565 . 75 . These same covers grossed $2,414 . 00 last September . 
For more comp l e te descriptions please consult the catalog . For pr i ce comparisons of 
indiv idual covers, Auction Action is relaying Jarrett's price r esearch on to you. 

There may be a few ex-Darlington and ex-Wagner covers not included in this speci fic 
listing. Some may be found in the regular price roundup . Others have been omitted 
since they were lotted with one or more other items. The listing below will give you 
an excellent idea of the category of cover which has enjoyed the greatest apprec iati on 
thru the last eight or ni ne years . 

Elk Point, Dak. T. blue circle #94 
Fort Bennett D. T. 1888 #213 
Fort Berthold, Dak U277 
For t Hal e, Dakota, 1880 #158 
Fort Laramie, Daka, 1860 ' s # 65 
Fort Meade, Dakota, 1879 #158 
Putney, Dak 1887, blue shield U277 
Running Wat er, Dakota 1882 Ul63 
Sisseron Agency, Dak 1873 #158 
Lemhi Agency, Idaho 1886 U278 
Bannock City, Montana, 1865, green oval #65 
Big Timber , Montana, 1882, cogged circle #158 
Fort . Benton, Mont . Ty . blue #158 
Fort. Ellis, Mon t . 1882 Blue Ul63 
Fort Shaw, Mont ( l etter) blue 1194 
Ubet, Mont . #210 
Fort . Halleck, Neb . T. (letter) #65 
Manti, Utah U277 
At lanti c Ci ty» Wyo #114 
Camp St ambaugh, Wyo, 1877 11158 
Cheyenne, Wyomi ng, 1869 # 94 
Cheyenne, Wyomi ng #114 
Chugwater, Wyomi ng,l884,red #210 
Fort McKinney, W. T. #158 
Fort Russell Wyo 1888 #213 
Goodwin's Ranch, Wyomi ng blue 1881 #158 
Green Rive r City Wyo, 1876, purple 11158 

For t Leavenworth, mss, 1839, 
Fort Kearney, mss , 1858 
Fort Kerney, Nebr, 1860 
Fort Kearney N. T. 
Fort Kearney , Neb 

stamp1ess 
1126 
//26 
1165 
#65 

PAIGE'S DARLINGTON 

$ 22 . 00 $ 
10 . 50 
12 . 50 
30 . 00 
21 . 00 
21 . 50 
12.50 
32.50 
15 . 00 
13.50 
83 . 00 

8 . 50 
12 . 50 
24.00 
12 . 50 
11.00 
15.50 
8.50 

16 . 00 
16.50 
12 . 00 
9.00 

28.00 
7.00 

16. 00 
15.50 
1L50 

FOX' S WAGNER 
75 . 00 
24.00 
18,00 
19 . 00 
13 . 00 

SIEGEL 

11 . 00 
16 . 00 
16 . 00 
29.00 
17 . 00 
42 . 50 
13 . 00 
24 . 00 
25 . 00 
26 . 00 
60 . 00 
13 . 00 
13.00 
26 . 00 
45 . 00 

6. 00 
47. 50 

5 . 00 
30 . 00 
38 . 00 
50 . 00 
20 . 00 
60 . 00 
16 . 00 
35 . 00 
35 . 00 
14 . 00 

SI EGEL 
300 . 00 

75 . 00 
55 . 00 
30.00 
13o00 
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Fort Laramie, N. T. "5",blue stampless (letter) 
Fort Laramie, N. T. blue #11 
Grand Island Ci ty, Neb . , 1865 #65 
Salt Lake City, Utah "5" stampless 
Salt Lake City, Utah T. "5" (fake St . Louis local) 
Salt Lake City, Utah T. blue #11 
Salt Lake City, U. T. #26 
Silver City, Utah, W.F. oval U35 
Virginia City Utah , blue #35 
Fort Laramie O.R. "10", 1851 stampless 
Fort Larami e O.R . (illeg.) stampless 
Fort Platt (1844) heading on letter 
"Messrs . Sibille & Adams" address on folded cover, 1845 
Fort Laramie blue circle stampless 

FOX'S 
$ 

WAGNER 
45.00 
45 . 00 
11.50 
30.00 
25.00 
21.00 
9.00 

13.25 
43 . 50 

190.00 
65 . 00 

130 . 00 
120 . 00 
140.00 

SIEGEL 
$ 130 . 00 

65 . 00 
42.50 
30 . 00 
27. 00 
29.00 
18 . 00 
13 . 00 
28. 00 

375 . 00 
70 . 00 

150 . 00 
22.00 

160.00 
There were other important covers sold recently. Following 
items auctioned by a vari ety of the auction firms. 

are a number of interesting 

ALASKA 
DYEA, ALASKA, 1898, fine strike on U311 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, with clipt #68 on cover to N.J . 

with ross return:"U . S. STMR,RESACA, Sitka, Alaska 
Tery" 

ARIZONA 
CAMP VERDE, ARIZ, 1877 in doub le circle, VF cover, 

damaged /1158 
CAMP THOMAS, A. T. , 1879,triple circle , VF strike,#l58 
CLIFTON,ARIZONA,l879,clear purple strike #158 tied, F 
ST. JQSEPH, ARIZONA, 1879, c lear purple triple circle, 

#179, 182 & 188 
FORT APACHE,ARIZONA, 1879 with pair 0 115 tied to legal 
YUMA, A. T. in smal l blue circle with #65 tied, VF 
ARIZONA, N.M . mss with #31 tied on stained cover 
ARIZONA, N.M. in circle on Ul6a,ms"Overland Mail Route" 

ARKANSAS 
FORT GIBSON, ARK,VF strike with #114 tied to fine cover 

CALIFORNIA 
RI VERSIDE, CAL RFD pmk in purple on post card 
HICKSVILLE, CAL in bold oval, #65 mss cancel, VF 
TAYLORS EXPRESS, ross cancel on neat cover with letter ' 51 
PACIFIC EXP . CO Paid frank with Stockton co, oval on 

U-10, VF 
W- F&Co red frank on Ul7a to paste-up with S. Fr.co.Cancel 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, & POST OFFICE PAID, VICTORIA, 

VANCOUVER ISLAND on neat cover with #68 not tied 
ross "per Steamer" 

ADAMS & CO,SACRAMENTO in double circle, Fine 
GREGORY ' S EXPRESS, SACRAMENTO, VF red strike, 1852 

"Not Paid" 

Fox 30 . 00 

Fox 200 . 00 

Fox 45.00 
Siegel 26 . 00 
Siegel 27 . 00 

Siegel 31.00 
Heiman 43.00 
Kelleher 75.00 
Kelleher 220 . 00 
Fox 275 . 00 

Fox 28 . 00 

Severy 11.25 
Colby 17.00 
Pollitz 155 . 00 

Pollitz 46.00 
Pollitz 130.00 

Pollitz 110.00 
Thatcher 23 . 00 

Herst 100 . 00 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 19 66 Page 35 

AUCTION ACTION - (Cont'd) 

CALIFORNIA - (Cont'd) 
CAMPTONVILLE,CAL, VF strike on U-41 Fine Herst 
COPPEROPOLIS, CAL, on VF cover, /165 tied, mss "Via Panama 

per Steamer" Herst 
SUISUN, SOLANO CO,CAL 1884 VF strike with · star, /1210 Herst 
COARSE GOLD GULCH,CAL. , sup . strike, 1887, #210 tied Herst 
BIG BAR, CAL on VF cover, /1213, letter headed "French Creek"Herst 
SAN FRANCISCO, 1906 strike on stmpls env. VF earthquake 

cover 
BENICIA,Cal & "10" on Franklin Pierce illus.Pres. 

campaign cov 
DOHERTY & MARTIN, BAY PESCADERO EXPRESS in blue oval 

on small piece. VF strike 
W-F Co , stri ke SAN JOSE ROUTE on PAC UNION FRANK F.,U-59 
W-F Co . strike WHEATLAND on PAC UNION frank - U59 V. G. 
PAC UNION strike SANTA CLARA on franked entire Ex . F. 
RIVER EXPRESS,Stockton & San Fran Frank, blue co strike 
TODD & CO EXPRESS in black shield to San Francisco, Fine 
FORWARDED BY TODD'S EXPRESS, SAN FRANCISCO in blue oval 

Fox 

Fox 

Fox 
Fox 
Fox 
Fox 

VF Fox 
Fox 

on reverse Fox 
WHITNEY & CO'S EXPRESS PAID on front only, black co 

strike U82 Fox 
W-F & CO'S EXPRESS OFFICE, H.W. Titus,Agent,l881 in magenta 

oval and mss "10" on overall illus. stampless cover Fox 
W-F & CO ' S EXPRESS GRASS VALLEY & "PAID" oval in blue,VF Fox 
W-F & CO'S EXPRESS NEW YORK, black double cir.ties /165 F Fox 
W- F & CO'S EXPRESS FOREST HILL blue oval on WF franked U9 VF Fox 
W-F & CO'S EXPRESS SONORA, blue oval on franked cover 

overprinted "Paid 25cts" Fine Fox 
W- F & CO'S EXPRESS, SOUTHn COst ROUTE, .blue oval on U58 Fox 
W-F & CO'S EXPRESS, ALAMEDA, magenta co. oval F - VF Fox 
W-F $1 . 00 RED on 10~ entire (U-33) tied S.F. running 

pony V. F. 
"STEAMSHIP" & "40" on VF buff envelope 
BENICIA, CAL. & ODD "40" in red on fine cover 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL . , "PAID" & "40" in red on folded letter 

headed U. S. ship "Supply" Bancilito, Jan 27/Sl,VF 
J . W. HOAG & CO . , CONTRA COSTA EXPRESS, SAN FRANCISCO 

in blue double line oval from Fort Yuma, S,F, Pmk . VF 
WILMINGTON,CAL. , (1864) mss pmk, /165 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. on VF cover tying #68 
SAN FRANCISCO- 6 in red circle & "PAID", letter,l851 F 
ALPHA, CAL. ties VG #15 on VF UlO 
BEAR VALLEY & DUE 10 in mss on Ul6 VF 
BENICIA, CAL. VF strike ties #35 on VF CHOO CHOO cover 
COON CREEK, CALA. mss with #32 tied by thumbprint Fine 
COTTONWOOD, CAL. " '57" mss ties /133 "Southern Route 

Overland Mail" in mss 

Fox 
Kelleher 
Kelleher 

Kelleher 

Kelleher 
Kelleher 
Kelleher 
Heiman 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
DON PEDRO'S BAR, CAL, mss, 1114 
DUTCH FLAT, CAL in blue circle 

patriotic 

on emb.hotel cover Ex F appear . Siegel 
with /168 tied on fine 

FORBESTOWN,CAL in clear red circle with 1115 on illus, six 
horse stage cover, "Overland via Los Angeles", small 
crude repai rs 

Siegel 

Siegel 

$ 17.00 

27 . 50 
17 . 00 
27.50 
32 . 50 

30 . 00 

150 . 00 

120 . 00 
28 . 00 
40.00 
20.00 
30 . 00 
80 . 00 

34.00 

34 . 00 

50.00 
30 . 00 
25 . 00 
36 . 00 

90 . 00 
17 . 00 
38 . 00 

2100.00 
21.00 
77 .so 

31.00 

300.00 
30.00 
21.00 
20 . 00 
32 . 50 
27 . 50 

340 . 00 
60.00 

70 . 00 
55.00 

65.00 

140.00 
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GARROTE, CAL inmss with #65 on U59 on worn cover Siegel 
GOLD RUN , CAL inmss with #65, minor tears but fine,letter ·Siegel 
GREEN SPRINGS, CAL . in mss on Ul6 VF Siegel 
GRIZZLY FLAT, CAL in clear circle on UlO, no flap Siegel 
HANSONVILLE in mss with #32 on illus 6 horse stage 

cover Fine 
HORSETOWN, CAL fair strike ties #32, also #26 on for-

warded cov. 
COLUMBIA, CAL in two STR. LINES on Ul3 on aged cover 
ILLINOISTOWN, CAL in clear double circle on Ul8,Fine 
KNIGHT'S FERRY, CAL in clear circle with #15 tied 

by grid, F 
MOORES FLAT, CAL . in clear circle "Paid 29" to Ireland, 

1858 
NEWTON, CAL in clear circle on Ul5, VF 
PEAVINE, CAL. in mss on Ul5, small faults but fine 
RABBIT TOWN, CAL i n clear red circle, cut into #15 tied 
SACRAMENTO CITY, CAL in clear red circle & "80" on fine 

'51 cover 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL in red circle "Paid" & "80", latter 

in pencil G 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL in clear circle ties #26 & #36b 

on illus "Via Panama" cover to Nova Scotia, neatly 
rebacked front 

SECRET RAVINE, CAL. in bold indistinct circle ties 
1115, V . G. 

SONORA, CALIFORNIA in 2 partly indistinct str .• lines, 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Letter F Siegel 
STOCKTON, CAL in clear circle, "40" in oval on fine cover Siegel 
STRAWBERRY VALLEY, CAL in red circle with #35,letter VF Siegel 
TIMBUCTOO, CAL. in clear circle ties #26, sealed tear 

but fine 
WOODS DIGGINGS, CAL. & "10" on VF 1852 miner's letter 
YANKEE JIMS, CAL . perfect strike on block of 3 #11 & #9 
W-F & CO, CALICO, CAL in pink oval on fine franked 

cover Ul6.3 
W-F & CO, CRESCENT CITY in blue oval & "$1. 00" hand

stamp on tiny lady's cover with red Wis. pmk & 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

"Paid 10", long tear & stain Siegel 
W-F & CO, GOLD RUN in blue oval on fine franked cover U59 Siegel 
W-F & CO, MOORES FLAT and NEVADA in blue ovals on UlO,fine Siegel 
W-F & CO, NEW SAN DIEGO, 2 clear blue ovals on franked 

U59 F 
W-F & CO, SAN MATEO in blue oval on fine franked U59 
W-F & CO EXPRESS STEAMBOAT,fancy blue shield on UlO VF 
W-F & CO EXPRESS FROM - AND "AURORA,CALIF" in mss on large 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

orange label on legal size cover to Carson City,N.T.tear Siegel 
ADAMS & CO NEVADA in clear red oval with "Paid",l85l,VF Siegel 
GREENWOOD in mss on ALTA EXPRESS CO franked UlO UF Siegel 
SAN FRANCISCO in red co. oval on ALTA EXPRESS franked UlO VF Siegel 
BICYCLE MAIL, 1212 tied on cover with #220,Fresno,Calif ExF Siegel 
F.W.BLAKE & CO EXPRESS,WEAVERVILLE frank on UlO, nopmk, 

letter F Siegel 

$ 36.00 
28.00 
45.00 
40 . 00 

140 . 00 

50 . 00 
45.00 
65.00 

37.50 

80 . 00 
65 . 00 
55.00 
75.00 

75.00 

35 . 00 

155 . 00 

47.50 

32 . 50 
52 . 50 
44.00 

27.00 
50.00 
75.00 

21.00 

100 . 00 
26.00 
32.50 

25.00 
37.50 
80 . 00 

31.00 
55.00 
32.50 
55.00 
55.00 

45.00 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JANUARY 1966 

AUCTION ACTION - (Cont'd) 

CALIFORNIA- (Cont'd) 

CHEROKEE EXPRESS PAID in bold oval on r~duced U59 
EVERT SNELL & CO'S FEATHER RI VER EXPRESS in blue fancy double 

oval f rom N. Y. to Marysville "1.50" in pencil Fine 
PER GREGORY'S EXPRESS . & "PAID" in mss "San Juan" str line VF 
HOPKINSON'S EXPRESS PAID frank on U58 , used, no pmk, Fine 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO . NEVADA & PAI D in clear blue ovals on F cov 
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO PAID running pony f rank, red Fiddletown ,VF 
PENNY POST CO . SACRAMENTO in blue circle on U9, on fr~nked 

VF cov. 
REYNOLDS & CO EXPRESS,etc . ,in clear blue dbl oval & "Not 

Paid" VF 
FORWARDED BY REYNOLDS TODD & CO, SONORA in clear blue oval F 
W - F & CO STEA1-1BOAT cance l in oval on- SWI FT & CO EXPRESS 

franked U9 , F . , scarce 
To "SAN FRANCISCO , UPPER CALIFORNIA" & "40" on 1849 folded 

letter with oval "Forwarded by Zachrisson,Nelson & CO., 
Panama" VF 

W - F & CO Blue PLACERVILLE pmk ties $2 RED PONY (creased and 
stained) t o U33 on reduced cover with red W - F frank 
& St . J oseph pmk 

W - F & CO SAC MESSENGER pmk t ies 10¢ brown PONY to reduced 
cover with W-F f rank 

W--- F & CO purple oval ties str of 3 Newspaper stamps(l43LP9)F 
W - F & CO SAN DIEGO , CAL. blue oval ties publishers stamp 

(143LP10) F 

COLORADO 
MOUNTAI N CI TY , C. T. 1862, fine strike with #65, VF cover 
DENVER & RIO GRANDE EXPRESS frank with 1892 Denver pmk,vf 
CENTRAL- OVERLAND in clear oval & HINCKLEY & CO'S EXPRESS, 

. DENVER CITY, 1860 in clear circle & blue ST . JOSEPH 
pmk ties clipt #26 

SATANK, COLO in clear dbl circle on Reg . stained cover 1887 

DAKOTA 
CUSTER, DAK. 1881 on VF Registered cover,#l82 & #187 tied 
Ol A, DAK. 1886 VF strike ties #187 to Ul63 on Reg . cover 
FT. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, OAK. , in clear octagon, 1888 #213 

not tied, Fine 
FORT RANDALL, N .• ...:r.., in bold circle with 1165 tied on 

Patriotic, VF 
FORT RANDALL, DAK., in double circle ties #65,soldier let . 
FORT RICE,DAK. , in clear .circle witb 1165 tied, faults & stains 
FORT SULLY, D. T. & "1868" in mss 1194 tied to fine cover 
FORT TOTTEN, DAK in clear blue circle ties #210 to ExF 

cover wi t h "Devils Lake Indian Agency Imprint" 
FORT WADSWORTH, DAK in partially clear circle with damaged #65 
INKPA CITY, DAKOTA, 1879 , bold blue dbl circle, Maltese 

Cross VF 

Page 37 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Herst 
Herst 

Siegel 
Severy 

Fox 
Fox 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

$ 55.00 

100.00 
180 . 00 

42.50 
40 . 00 
85.00 

160 . 00 

75 . 00 
70.00 

60 . 00 

45.00 

725 .oo 

500.00 
160.00 

95.00 

27 . 50 
16.00 

260.00 
23 . 00 

16.00 
15 . 00 

22 . 00 

150 . 00 
25 . 00 
27 . 50 
65.00 

65 . 00 
55 . 00 

23 . 00 
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AUCTION ACTION - (Cont'd) 

DAKOTA- (Cont'd) 

KINDRED HOTEL, VALLEY CITY, DAKOTA 1885 octagon pmk ... 
#183 uncancelled Fine 

NATION, DAKOTA in clear Str. line & Maltese Cross tie 184 F 
OTTOFY, D. T. , 1884, 5 purple Str . lines tie 11206, & 210 to 

U231, Fine 
PAI NTED WOODS, DAK. , 1883, 2 clear strikes tie #208 & 209 to 

U-163 VF 
PEMBINA, OAK, 1863 indistinct circle with #65 tied on cover 

with soldier's letter headed "Camp Olin, Dak" reduced 
at right but Fine 

VERMI LLION, D. T. tv-ith /165 not tied, letter Fine 
YANCKTON, DAKA. in clear circle on legal size, M.C . frank 
PEMBINA, OAK 1880 with letter headed Fort Pembina 

FLORIDA 
ST . AUGUSTINE, FL . T. (1849) & "Ship 12", letter: "FR 

DESOLATION" Fine 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA (1850) in black oval, mss "6 1/4" on VF 

folded cover 
Letter headed ST. AUGUSTNE, E. FLORIDA, with red CHARLESTON 

pmk & mss "75", 1837 Eastern Pony Express 

IDAHO 

IOWA 

INDIAN VALLEY, IDAHO, 1878, mss with 084 & 089 tied to VF cov. 
BOISE CITY,IDAHO in dbl circle with #65 VF cover 
BULLION, IDAHO, 1886, in clear dbl circle #209 & #210 tied, 

Reg . cover VF 
FALK'S STORE, IDAHO, 1884, in clear circle #209 & 210 tied 

on VF Reg. cover 
LEMHI AGENCY, IDAHO, 1886, clear circle on VF U278,star cane. 
SAWTOOTH, IDAHO, in clear circle with #210 on VF cover 
VIRGINIA CITY, !DO . in dbl. circle #65 tied Fine 

BURLINGTON, I. T. , 1838, in red circle with mss "25" VF 

KANSAS 
FORT SCOTT, KAS, partly indistinct circle ties #65 on Patriotic 
ST. JOE & D . C . R~ R . , HAMLIN STATION , KAN . in blue dbl oval 

tying #114 to fine front 

MICHIGAN 
ADRIAN, MIC . T. (1836) VF strike & mss "FREE" on folded letter 

MINNESOTA 
BRANTFORD, M.T . in bold circle tying· #26, Fine 
FORT SNELLING in black circle, "Paid . 3" on fine stampless 
WINONA, M. T. , fine strike ties #11 on fine cover 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Severy 

Fox 

Fox 

Thatcher 

Fox 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Fox 

Siegel 

Fox 

Fox 

Siegel 
Heiman 
Heiman 
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45 . 00 
14.00 

37 . 50 

29 . 00 

45 . 00 
19 . 00 
42 . 50 
12 . 65 

34 . 00 

22 . 50 

35 . 00 

55 . 00 
37.50 

18 . 50 

29 . 00 
26.00 
16 . 00 
22 . 50 

18 . 00 

75 . 00 

115 .oo 

18 . 00 

23 . 50 
20 . 00 
20 . 00 
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AUCTION ACTION - (Cont ' d) 

MISSISSIPPI 
HUNTSVILLE, M. T. in clear circle, "Paid 25", 1817 folded letter Colby 

MISSOURI 
FORT LEAVENWORTH, MO . (1849) VF strike on worn folded letter 
FORT LEAVENWORTH, MO (1840) VF strike on "Public service" mss 

MONTANA 
ARGENTA,M. T. in mss with #65 Fine 
BANNACK CITY, M. T. Rimless Circle, #65 tied to Canada,Fine 
CROW AGENCY,MONT . l885, in triple circle #206 & 2 - #210 

on reduced legal size cover, Fine 
FORT ASSINABOINE,M. T. in clear circle, #207 tied, Fine 
FORT CUSTER, MONTANA, 1881 bold violet circle, pair #158 

tied VF 
FORT KEOGH,MONT . l882 , slightly smudged triple circle,#207 Fine 
JUNCTION,M. T. 1870 in mss with #114 not tied, Fine 
NEVADA CITY,M. T. in clear blue str. line "66" in ross on U59 F 
OLD AGENCY,MONTANA, 1880, & star in violet circle on UX2 ExF 
PLAINS,MONT.,l886 in dbl circle on VF Reg . cover with #206 

& 11210 on U278 
RED MOUNTAIN CITY,M. T. in clear circle #114 tied, Fine 
W- F & CO VIRGINIA CITY,MONT . in clear blue dbl ·circle,l868 

on size 7 U69 franked env. to N.Y. with Boyds l ispatch 
& Paid in circles 

VIRGINIA CITY MON,HOLLADAY O.M. &E . CO, 1866 in cle r dbl circle 
on U59 with HOLLADAY frank just trimmed into design 

VIRGINIA CITY,MONTANO with #65 tied,corner card of mining co . 
NEBRASKA 

OMAHA CITY,N.T. in clear black circle ties #26 to fine cover 
COTTONWOOD SPRINGS,NEB., in clear blue dbl circle with #65 F 
CUMING CITY,N . T. & P .M. "FREE" both in ross on VF cover 
DANIELS RANCHO,N. T. ,l863, in mss tying #65,letter : "Big Sandy" 
DE SOTO, N. T. in ross on fine U9, 1858 letter 
FLORENCE,N.T. in clear circle tying #26 on fine cover 
FORT ROBINSON,NEB . l889 ties #213 on fine cover 
RED CLOUD AGENCY i n clear circle,l58 tied,l875 letter: 

"Camp Robinson" 
SANTEE AGENCY,NEBRASKA,l882,in clear dbl circ . #207 tied,Fine 
NEBRASKA CITY,N . T. & forwarded on UlO from Des Moines to 

Kickapoo, K.T . and reforwardedto Delawara, K. T. VF 

NEVADA 
CARSON CITY,U.T . in clear circle ties #68 to fine cover 
AUSTIN,N. T. in bold blue W-F oval on franked U59 VF 
GOLD CENTER,NEV. , duplex on U395,Rhyolite backstamp Fine 
UNIONVILLE,N . T. in clear blue W-F&CO oval on franked U3S: F 
WASHOE CITY,N. T. in clear blue W-F&CO oval on franked U35, 

.1864, Fine 
VIRGINIA CITY,N . T. in clear blue W-F&CO oval ties 25C BLUE 

PONY STAMP to heavily stained & cut into franked U34 

Fox 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Heiman 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

Fox 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

75 . 00 

24 . 00 
75 . 00 

47 . 50 
90 . 00 

23 . 00 
26.00 

23 . 00 
35 . 00 
17 . 00 
75 . 00 
22 . 00 

21.00 
28 . 00 

60 . 00 

95 . 00 
25 . 00 

27 . 50 
30.00 
47 . 50 
80 . 00 
32.50 
20 . 00 
15 . 00 

28.00 
29.00 

60 . 00 

36.00 
27.00 
40 . 00 
50 . 00 

32.50 

320.00 
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AUCTION ACTION - (Cont 'd) 

NEVADA - (Cont'd) 

VIRGINIA CITY,N . T. in clear blue W.F.&CO oval ties 25¢ 
RED PONY STAMP to poor franked cover. Most of embossed 
stamp (U-35) was torn away Siegel $ 425.00 

NEW MEXICO 

OHIO 

FORT UNION, N.M. in mss to fine cover 't.rith /126 
"SANTA FE" heading on letter re Gen.Kearney, Independence, 

Mo. pmk, Fine 
ELEPHANT BUTTE, 1911, in clear circle on VF cover 
CARTHAGE, N.MEX . l887 in clear purple circle /1209 & 210 

tied to Reg. cover 
CIMARRON, NEW MEXICO,l868, dbl circle with /189 tied to 

ExF cover to Saxony with appropriate transit marks 
NEW ALBUQUERQUE,N.M. 1881 in clear purple dbl circle 11158 
ROWADA,SAN MIGUEL CO, NEW MEXICO 1884 VF strike of purple 

cogged circle on ExF post card (UX5) 
SANTA FE,N.MEX & grid tie /194 to fresh cover,also "due 3" 

F 

Herst 

Zimmerman 
Severy 

Fox 

Fox 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 

FORT HAMILTON, 0 . 1792 military folded letter,no postal mark Mozi~n 

OREGON 
CHAMPOAG,OR. , in clear circle,/135 tied by blue crayon 

"Overland Mail" 
EUGENE CITY,O.T . VF strike in grey-blue & "10" & "PAID" 

Fox 

on worn cover Fox 
PORTLAND,O .T. ,l858,fine strike ties 1133 to VF envelope Fox 
SCOTTSBURG,O . T. in red,circa 1854 .& "PAID 6" to worn env. Fox 
PORTLAND,ORE 1898 Flag cancel on all over Sp.Am.War Patriotic Severy 
COLUMBIA CITY,O .T. & "10" fine strikes on worn & frayed cov. Herst 
BALLSTON,OGN,N.DICKSON P.M.l881, with /1184 on ExF cover Herst 
ALBANY,O.T . in mss & "10" , 1852 on fine stampless Colby 
WASHINGTON,BUTTE, OREGON TERR & "PD 10" on fine stampless Colby 
PENDLETON,OREGON 1882 with 11207 on "U.I.&O Stage Co . c . c. Colby 
OREGON CITY, ORGN in clear circle & "10" on fine cov. 

circa 1852 Heiman 
PORTLAND,TRACY & CO pmk in clear blue oval TRACY & CO. 

OREGON EXPRESS PAID frank in banner from New York 
with Hasbrouck,N.Y . pmk & "10" Fine Siegel 

TRACY & CO EXPRESS,PORTLAND in light blue circle on U59 
with W-F & CO frank & "Collect" in blue S.L. to N.Y. VG Siegel 

ORLEANS TERR. 

TEXAS 

NEW ORLEANS,VF circle strike & "PAID" on folded letter 

WM BRYAN,AGENT of TEXAS P.O. in oval "Paid 25" & "56" 
via Fr Jessup VF 

SAM RICKER JR AGENT OF TEXAS P.O. in VF oval,Mss"l5",1839 
GALVESTON TEXAS in red oval, mss "25" VF 

Fox 

Mozian 
Mozian 
Mozian 

120.00 

95.00 
15.00 

16 . 50 

75.00 
18 . 00 

17 . 50 
17 . 00 

32 . 00 

36.00 

32 . 00 
30 .00 
50 . 00 
18 . 75 
60.00 
19 . 00 
32.50 
57.50 
22.50 

23.00 

77.50 

21.00 

38 . 00 

70.00 
150.00 

35.00 
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AUCTION ACTION - (Cont 'd) 

TEXAS - (Cont'd) 

UTAH 

MATAGORDA,TEXAS, in str. line on VF stampless cover 
SABINE CITY,TEXAS, i n rimless circle & "3" on VF stampless 

JUNCT. C. P. &U. P R. R. fine strike with #114 tied 
UNION PACIFIC RR, END OF TRACK, '69 in dbl circle pmk, 

damaged 1194 tied 
CAMP FLOYD,U. T. in rimless arc & "Paid 3",1859, Gen.Fine 
CAMP FLOYD,U. T. in mss & "X" with 112 6 on fine cover 
FORT BRIDGER,U . T. in clear circle ties #26 on fine cover 
FORT BRIDGER,UTA. , in clear circle with 1/88 & fancy cork 

cancel Fine 
"GREAT SALT LAKE CITY" heading on 1850 letter with Kane, 

Iowa pmk & "10" Fine 

WASHINGTON 
MUKILTEO, W. T. & fancy shield bold strikes on fine reduced 

legal s i ze cover 
VANCOUVER,W. T. ties #33 with mss "Overland Mail to N. Y." F 

WISCONSIN 
BURLINGTON, WIS . T. in clear red circ le, 1838 & "25" on 

Fine to VF cover 

WYOMING 
CAMP BROWN, WYOMING TY, 1876, VF strike in blue, #158 not tied 
FT .PHIL KEARNY,D. T. 1868 in mss, 2 '65s, on poor torn cover 
FORT SANDERS, DAKOTA in clear blue circle, 1/65, 1868 on 

fine mourning cover 
LARAMIE CITY, D. TY . in clear blue circle with #94 tied F 
DAYTON,WYO . TERR. 1885 in 3 str lines in octagon tying 1/20 VF 
FORT FETTERMAN, WYOMING TER. 1886, in clear circle #210 VF 
FORT LARAMIE, WY . TY . in clear circle with 1/94, Fine 
FORT WASHAKIE,WYO. 1899 on U3ll,Shoshone Agcy.c.c. VF 
LEO,CARBON CO., WYO,l890 in triple circle,#220 on illus 

GAR c . c. Fine 
LITTLE BEAR, WYO. 1881 in mss on trimmed Ul63 
PHILLIPS,WYO 1888 in mss with #213 faults but fine 
RAWHIDE BUTTES,WY0,1883,in purple dbl circle,l883 U228 F 
RED BUTTE,W.T. 1873 in mss with 11158, cover tear but fine 
Red Cloud Agency,Wyo. in clear circle with 11158 tied, 

Indian Trader C. C. 
Shoshone Agency, Wyo,l882, in clear dbl circle with 2 

/1211's on Ul63 VF 
SOUTH PASS CITY, WY.TY . in clear circle,#ll4 tied F . cov. 

Heiman 
Heiman 

Fox 

Fox 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Harmer 

Fox 

Fox 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 
Siegel 

Siegel 

Siegel 
Siegel 
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30.00 
39 . 00 

54 . 00 

80 . 00 
65 . 00 
70 . 00 
60 . 00 

30 . 00 

85.00 

60 . 00 
26 . 00 

45 . 00 
135 0 00 

40 . 00 
75.00 
27. 00 
28 . 00 
70 . 00 
19 . 00 

21 . 00 
16.00 
15 . 00 
35.00 
19.00 

32.00 

42 . 50 
38.00 

Well, that's the most comprehensive cover listing AUCTION ACTION has ever enjoyed . 
In addition to the covers some excellent philatelic literature was sold. 
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AUCTION ACTION - {Cont 'd) 

Books with some western interest which were sold included: 

Stamp Specialist, 20 volumes complete Siegel $ 52 . 50 

Chase & Cabeen, First Hundred Years of Territorial Postmarks Fox 105 . 00 

Konwiser , Texas Republic Postal System Fox 20 . 00 

Wiltsee, Gold Rush Steamers Fox 50 . 00 

Wiltsee, Pioneer Miner and the Pack Mule Express Fox 40 . 00 

* * * * * * * * * * 

I HAVE FOR SALE: BOOKS IN NEW OR ALMOST NEW CONDITION POST PAID PRICE 

Chase & Cabeen: 

Monie : 

Wiltsee: 

Wiltsee: 

First Hundred Years of Territorial Postmarks 

Bloody Trails Along The Rio Grande 

Gold Rush Steamers 

Pioneer Miner and the Pack Mule Express 

N. L. Persson 
4117 Spartan Lane 
Stone Mountain, Ga . , 30083 

* * * 

$75.00 

25 . 00 

45 . 00 

35 . 00 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
* 

ADVERTISEMENTS * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED : 
Expresses , Ships, Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired . 
We can supply Western Material for the 
Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers, and we can 
add rare and choice items to enhance 
the albums of a well known collection, 
anything from a Ghost Town Cover to a 
rare Pony Express Cover . Write and 
let us know your wants or ask for our 
auction catalog which of t en contains 
fine Western items . 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

WANTED : New Mexico and Arizona 
Territorial Markings . Send with price 
If you have such material that is not 
for sale, I would like to make records 
of it . Prompt returns and postage both 
ways of course . 

DR. S. H. DIKE 
1611 Bayita Lane , N.W. 
Albuquerque , New Mexico 

Page 43 

Rates per issue are as follows: 
Full ~age $30.00; half page $15.00 
quarter page $7.50; one-eighth page 
$4 . 00 . Net . Mail direct to: 
M. c. Nathan, Editor 
94 Biscayne Drive 
San Rafael, Calif . 

STILL WANT TO BUY 

WESTERNS - TERRITORIALS - RAILROAD 
COVERS 

Particularly want 

California,all periods 
Nevada, all periods 

Oregon - Early through 1890's 
Plus Alaska, Hawaii, Arizona, Colo. 

Also fancy cancels, on or off cover. 

WILL TRADE 

covers or older stamps of U.S. and 
British Empire . 

ROSS 
Box 98 Oakdale, Calif. 

NEW MEXICO TERRITORIALS 

Many types of a given post office 
and many post office cancellations 
are for sale by a collector. 

J.H. Van Alsburg 
101 W. Marcy Ave. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

W A N T E D T 0 B U Y 
ALASKA COVERS and POSTAL HISTORY 

Will buy outright or trade other U.S. Covers 

B R U C E G I M E L S 0 N 
510 Penna Bldg . Fort Washington Industrial Park 

Fort Washington, Pa . 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * ADVERTISEMENTS * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OLD U.S . COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

Approvals gladly submitted 

on request 

WRITE FOR 

MY FREE SPECIAL LISTS 

E. N. S A M P S 0 N 

P.O. Box 162 Hammond, N.Y. 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

J 0 H N H 0 W E L L 

434 Post Street 
San Francisco, California 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN 

THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction 

sell 
your collection to 
us or through us. 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

WESTERN COVER AUCTION 

IN PREPARATION 

SUITABLE MATERIAL SOLICITED 

FOR AUCTION OR CASH PURCHASE 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 

ROBERT LEWENTHAL 

1700 Broadway 

San Francisco, Calif. 94109 

Telephone 776-4767 
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