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EDITOR'S CORNER 

For the benefit of those who are seeking back issues of Western Express, we have 
on hand the complete four issues of Vol. II, 1952; Vol. III, 1953; Vol. VII, 1957; 
Vol. VIII , 1958;Vol. XII, 1962;Vol. XIII , 1963;Vol. XIV, 1964; andVol. 'Y:V, 1965 . 
We also have scattered single issues of other years . The price on all of these 
issues is $2 . 50 each postpaid, ( $9. 50 per volume). 

Our member , Elmer T. Tv edt 1 informs us that he has the following early single 
issues for sale at $2 . 50 per issue , postpaid: 

I 

Vol. I, #:2 - 1951 one copy 
" .III 1 #1 a nd 2 , one copy each; #3 & 4, two copies each 
" IV, #1, 2 and 4, two copies each 
" V ·' #1 , .. 2 1 3, 4 one copy each (complete volume) 
" VI #1 , 3 a nd 4 1 onJ3 copy each 

BEWARE: Beautiful, but questionable, covers are still coming into the market. 
Before buying or bidding on costly western covers we suggest sending them to the 
Expertizing Committee for approval. The cost of examination is paying only for 
registration both ways . This is one of the most important services the Western 
Cover Society can give its members. 

Your editor reports, with much humility, that he has been awarded the Stanley B. 
Ashbrook Cup for 1965 by the U . S • . Philatelic Classics Society of the American 
Philatelic Society for "Contributions to philatelic knowledge of Western Mails as 
collector, author and edit or . " This fine unexpected honor would not have been 
possible without the continued assistance of my associate editors, namely; W. 
Scott Polland, M.D . ; Dr . A. Jay Hertz; Sheldon H . Dike; Basil C. Pearce; and 
N . Leonard Persson. They deserve to share this honor with me. 

* * * * * * * * * * * ~' * * * * * * 

NEW BOOK - JUST PUBLISHED 

"INDIAN TERRITORY MAIL II 
by 

Gas pare Signorelli & Tom J. Caldwell 

"This volume is the result of many years of research by two recognized postal 
historians and it covers a wide range of Indian Territory's history and postal his
tory, and is liberally sprinkled with illustrations. Included in this book, are 
sections on the 5¢ and 10¢· 1847 issue, mail from the army outposts, the Indian 
agencies, railroads , upper Red River packets, as well as a section on early 
mail routes . Another portion of the book contains a quantity listing of Indian 
Territory covers reported from the various post offices, and information on covers 
sold at the major auctions from 1956 . " 

Order from-

Price $7 . 00 postpaid in U.S.A. 
(New York residents add N.Y. tax} 

BROOKS STAMP CO . 
2601 Avenue U. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#4 7 5 Don Swearingen, 2 631 S. W. Troy St. , Portland, Ore . 97219 
Collects Oregon & Washington Territorials and Statehood 

#476 Bernard Griffin, 201 Lowell St., Klamath Falls, Ore . 97601 
#477 Robert C. Elliott, P. 0. Box 2248 East Side Sta . , Santa Cruz, Calif. 
#478 Jack E. Stucky, M.D. 7008 Del Rio Drive, Modesto, Calif. 95350 

Collects all western expresses. 
#479 Robert L. D. Davidson, Fulton, Missouri 65251 

RESIGNATIONS 

#381 Wm. Middendorf #204 Pacific Philatelic Soc. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

Page 2 

# 26 Charles F. Meroni, 53 W. Jackson Blvd. Room 400, Chicago, Ill. 60604 
# 85 E.N. Sampson, P.O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810 
#158 Daniel F . Kelleher, 87 Douglas Road, Belmont, Mass. 02178 
#2 63 Waddell F . Smith, Masonic Bldg . Room 14, San Rafael, Calif. 94901 
#3 07 Frank W. Samuels, M .D. , 190 Mill St. , Reno, Nevada 
#3 51 Stanley H . Waite, c/o Winter Hill Nursing Home, 50 Evergreen Ave. 

Somer.vtlla, Mass. 02145 
#415 E. S. Peyton, 3320 N. 44th St., Phoenix, Ariz. 85018 
#422 Col. James T. De Voss, 9 Nittany Circle, State College, Pa. 16801 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ADVE RTI SE;M E NT 

WANTED TO BUY 

SACRAMENTO RIVER, CALIFORNIA, R.P.O. 
COQUILLE & BANDON R.P.O . 

BREWSTER & WENATCHEE R. P.O. 
WENATCHEE & BRIDGEPORT R. P.O. 

OTHER RIVER-BOAT CANCELLED COVERS 

ALSO, 1890's - 1920 's, WESTERN RIVER BOAT CORNER 
CARD AND PURSER MARKED COVERS 

Describe, or send, with asking prices 

VERNON L. ARDIFF 
1570 Jackson St . Apt . 110 

Oakland, Calif. 94612 
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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

Since reporting in the April is sue 1 the .following members have sent in dues as 
follows: 

Ra1zemond B. Parker 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Gerald B. Smith 1 M . D . 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER 
W. T. McGreer 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The member who furnished the letter from Calico that appeared in the April 
issue was Kenneth Greenberg 1 not George N. Ponnay. We are sorry for the error. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

In the Collectors Club handbook, "The Pony Express, " the list of known 
$2.00 Pony Express covers shows the date of the first one known used as May l 1 

1861. Our member, Frank Q. Newton, Jr., recently purchased a used $2.00 
Pony stamp (off cover illustrated below) showing date of April 27 . This then 
should be recorded as the earliest date of use of the $2 . 00 Pony Stamp. 
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MAIL TO FRANCE FROM SAN FRANCISCO 1870- 1876 

By W . Scott Polland, M.D . 

The postal treaty with France which was established on March 2 1 1857 ran until 
December 31, 1869, and provided a combined rate of international postage of fif
teen cents per quarter ounce, or thirty cents per half ounce. This was a higher 
rate than was charged upon correspondence between the United States and any 
other civilized nation with which we were in communication . The use of the weight 
of one quarter ounce rather t han the uniform standard of one half ounce of other 
countries made the postage between France and the United States exhorbitantly high . 

Knowing that a revision of these rates was necessary and a new treaty to be anranged, 
the United States sent a special commissioner 1 Hon . John A. Kassay on April 5, 1867 
to enter into negotiations with the French postal authorities, to arrange for such a 
treaty. Mter months of effort and frustration it was apparent that the French post 
office department would not modify their conventions to conform with the more liberal 
principles which we were able to obtain with other European countries regarding pos
tal rates. 

In anticipating that no new postal treaty with France would be agreed upon, the 
United States postal authorities made arrangements whereby , after January 1 1 1870 , 
United States mail to France could be sent via England, thence to France under 
terms of the Anglo French Treaty . On such mail postage could be prepaid to the 
British frontier at a rate of 4¢ per 1/2 oz . , { 2¢ U .S. internal , 2¢ sea) and the letter 
would then be sent to France , as if it originated in England, and forwarded unpaid 
to France . Although covers with the four cent rate from the United States are only 
semi scarce, I have not seen this usage from San Francisco ! 

Illustration #I 

From Ashbrook Special Service . 
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MAIL TO FRANCE FROM SAN FRANCISCO 1870- 1876 (Cont'd) 

A number of years ago 1 the late Stanley B. Ashbrook asked my opinion I upon a cover I 
see Illustration #I 1 because of the cancellation. I was abl e to show him covers with 
San Francisco cance llations similar to this I but not on the 1869 issue . However I we 
both felt that this cover was genuine in every respect 1 a nd represented a most remark
able rate 1 since the French collect markings show a triple rate of over 15 grammes 
(1/2 oz.), but not over 20 grammes (3/4 oz . ) . This cover is a U.S. 2 X 4¢ with an 
overpayment of 2¢. 

Apparently in the spring of 1870 an arrangement was made with Britain, whereby 
first class mail from the United States to France 1 via England could be prepaid to 
French destinations, at a single rate of 10¢ per 1/3 ounce letter for which Britain 
would convey it fully prepaid to France. The following is a table showing the pre
paid rate to France via England: 

Rate u.s. Share Brit.Share 

Not exceeding 1/3 oz . 10¢ 4¢ 6¢ 
Over 1/3 oz . , but not over 1/2 oz . 16¢ 4¢ 12¢ 
Over 1/2 oz . , but not over 2/3 oz . 20¢ 8¢ 12¢ 
Over 2/3 oz . , but not over 1 oz . 26¢ 8¢ 18¢ 

Illustration #II shows a cover from San Francisco to France with a 16¢ rate fully 
prepaid to France by bank note issues in December 1873. In red there is a P. D . 

Illustration #II 

Author's Collection 

in cir?le, and a New York Paid 12, which is our credit to Britain; a London receiving 
mark m orange red is also prese nt. No French due marks are present. This letter 
was over 1/3 oz . , but not over 1/2 oz ., and the U . S. share was 4¢ . 
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MAIL TO FRANCE FROM SAN FRANCISCO 1870 - 1876 (Cont'd) 

On April 2 8, 187 4 we made a new postal agreement with France to be effective as 
of August 1, 1874. The principal features of this treaty were, that the rate from 
the United States was 9¢ per 15 grammes, or from France 50 centimes per 10 
grammes. Insufficiently paid letters were to be treated as unpaid letters. Pre 
payment was optional, but on unpaid letters there was a 5¢ fine in the U.S. charge 
able, and in France a fine of 25 centimes. Transportation was by French mail
packets, packets of the Hamburg line, or packets by way of England, employed in 
carrying mail between Great Britain and the United States. Each nation retained 
the whole of the amount of the postage collected. 

Illustrations #III, IV and V are of covers of this rare rate which lasted until France 
joined the Universal Postal Union on January 1, 1876. This 9¢ rate existed for 
approximately seventeen months, and covers of this period are far from common. 

Illustration #III 

~ ';).,..._.,_y ( ~ 
/ o J'" 

Author's Collection 
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MAIL TO FRANCE FROM SAN FRANCISCO 1870 - 1876 (Cont'd) 

Illustration #IV 

r "' 
c?. / r" 

.,.. ~ 

<:;/. 
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Double rate 18¢ 1 Oct. 6 1 187 5 Author's Collection 

Illustration #V 

----
Single rate, Oct. 18 1 1875 Author's Collection 
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MAIL TO FRANCE FROM SAN FRANCISCO 1870 - 1876 (Cont'd) 

On January 1 1 1876 1 France joined the Universal Postal Union. Illustration #VI 
of the same correspondence as Illustrations #IV and V 1 shows a very early usage 
of this new rate from San Francisco, January 6 1 187 6. 

Illustration #VI 

Author's Collection 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

THE SNELLINGS RANCHE TRAGEDY 

By William H . Semsrott 

Editor's Note: In the fall of 1851 the Snelling family came west and purchased 
property, including the local inn or hotel, on the well-traveled road to the Mari
posa mines. A post office 1 "Snellings Ranche" 1 was established there on October 
11 1 1853 . It received the overflow from the mining regions. Little was known of 
what became of the Snelling family until this letter came to light. The pathos 
contained in the letter is not unusual for the hectic times and conditions in early 
California mining days. Snellings Ranche 1 being a small way station, had rela
tively little mail operation . Its postmark therefore was not a common one. Here 
we have the Pacific Express picking up the cover and dropping it at the Snellings 
Ranche post office for delivery to Missouri, an unusual combination. 

Mrs . Elizabeth Goodin 

Dear Madam: 

Author's Collection 

Merriposa City ,California 
January 30, 1858 

I take the liberty as a friend of writing to you to inform you of the death of your 
dear husband. He was killed by a man by the name of Barkley on the 23rd of this 
month. You have no dout herd that Mr. Snelling was killed some time ago by a 
man by the name of Edwards . Ever since that time there has bin great excitement 
among our friends and coolness toward Edwards friends. Barkley was a strong 
friend to Edwards an he new the Dr was one of Mr . Snellings best friends and had 
used every exertion in his power to have Edwards caught. Barkley an a man named 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER- THE SNELUNGS RANCHE TRAGEDY - (Cont'd) 

Stevens had made some strong threats against Mr. Snellings friends an on Saturday last 
they came up to the town where the Dr lived with their guns an pistols. Stevens said 
that morning he would kill Mr. Bludworth one of the Dr friends an that day as soon as the 
Dr and Bludworth found they had come armed they went an armed themselves an walked 
up to the house where Barkley and Stevens were siting. As they stept in the door Blud
worth said to Stevens you are the man that threatened my life and shot Stevens through 
the heart. Barkley shot the Dr instantly the Dr shooting Barkley at the same time. They 
kept shooting until Barkley an Stevens were dead. The Dr lived about four hours after 
he was shot. He was shot four times. His right arm was broke he received one shot 
in the breast one in the thigh one in his back. Bludworth was not hurt at all . Jack Goodin 
was hear at my house at the time it took place . They sent for him . The Dr talked to him 
an all of his friends. He told them he was willing to die. He had killed the man that 
killed him and he felt partially revenged for what Edwards had done . 

He talked about you a good deal. He said you had bin a dear wife to him an you loved 
your cur ley headed Jeff. He told them to look in his trunk an theire they would find your 
minature . He wanted it opened an laid on his bare bosom an burried with him. He re
quested to be burried by the side of Mr. Snelling by his Masonic brethren. His funeral 
was attended by a large crowd of Masons an many of his friends on the 25th of this month. 
I went to see him the day after he was killed. He looked just as natural as life. He had 
a sweet smile on his countenance that seemed to assure us he was at rest. Jack takes 
his death verry hard. He told Jack he wanted him to go back to Missouri. · 

I no it will be a great shock to you to hear of the Dr death. I can deeply simpathize with 
you in your bereavement. Just seven weeks before the Dr. death my dear husband was 
killed by the same party . The Dr stood over him until he died. He died with his arms 
around the Dr neck for he loved him as a brother. He had bin a brother to me since Mr. 
Snellings death. You have lost a good husband. I a good friend an society one of its 
brightest objects. He is mist more than any other man in this country would be . I will 
send you one of his curly locks . I cut it off with my own hands. I thought perhaps it 
would be of some comfort to you to gaze once more on the locks of him that was once 
so dear to you. It seems indeed hard to have a companion murdered by such savage 
hearted men an to be left to tread the rough path of this unfriendly world alone. You have 
a mother an father an brothers to comfort you but I have neither in this country. I am 
hear alone with five little children. 

I no of nothing more that would interest you. Jack requested me to rite to you. He left 
hear yesterday . I want him to go with me to Missouri if we can get ready in the spring. 
Nothing more. I am truly your friend until death. Write to me soon. Direct your letter 
to the same ofice you did your husbands. 

Clarri s sa Snelling 
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GOLD CREEK, MONTANA 

By Harry L. Fine 

In 1852 1 a half breed (French-Indian) known as Benetsee 1 was prospecting on a 
small stream in what is now western Montana and while panning he discovered a 
showing of "float gold" . The quantity of gold recovered was very small and he 
did not continue to prospect on this stream . The s t ream became known as Gold 
Creek 1 and in later years a small community by the same name was established. 
The hydraulic method of mining was introduced on Gold Creek and from 1866 to 
1880 it produced considerable wealth . 

At the time of the gold discovery in 1852 this area was in Oregon Territory. It 
became p~rt of Washington Territory when this new territory was created on March 
2, 1853 1 and finally became part of Montana Territory upon its creation on May 26, 
1864. 

The small mining community of Gold Creek was located about forty-five miles 
west of Helena . It had a post office 1 general stores 1 saloons and other places 
of business. It continued to flourish as a good trading center until the Northern 
Pacific transcontinental railroad completed its line to the coast in 1883. 

With the better mode of transportation it was easy to ride the "rails" to the 
larger trading centers . The smaller communities were unable to compete with 
these larger towns . Some of them continued to struggle for a few years, others 
became only a name to remember . Gold Creek had the distinction of being the 
point where the Northern Pacific Railroad completed its transcontinental line. 
The builders from the west and those building from the east met at Gold Creek 
on August 22 1 1883 . 
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GOLD CREEK, MONTANA - (Cont'd) 

The Northern Pacific research department was happy to furnish me with a photo of the 
"Last Spike Celebration" which appears with this article. The notation on the reverse 
side of the photograph reads as follows: 

"U . 8 . Grant (with hammer) and Northern Pacific President, Henry 
Villard prepare to hammer down the last spike in completing Northern 
Pacific • s transcontinental line at Gold Creek, Montana on September 
81 ~883 • II 

The cover shown of Gold Creek, M. T. is from my collection of Montana Territorial 
covers. This heavy type of hand stamp postmark is the only known example of a 
straight line Gold Creek, M. T. The post office at Gold Creek was established on 
May 21, 1866, and Nicholas Connelly was appointed its first postmaster. 



WESTERN EXPRESS - JULY 1966 Page 13 

MY OBSERVATIONS 

A COMBINATION OF USAGES ON A VERY RARE COVER 

By W . Scott Polland, M. D . 

Author's Collection 

This illustration shows a patriotic cover with a 10¢ August stamp, Scott #58, used 
from New Cumberland, West Virginia, and addressed to the Nez Perces mines in 
Washington Territory. Patriotics from West Virginia are semi scarce, but this is the 
only one I have ever seen with a 10¢ August stamp . 

The Nez Perces mines covered an area of several hundred square miles in eastern 
Oregon and Washington, and extended far into Idaho Territory . At this time 1861-
1863, practically no U. S. mail service existed for this area. When this letter 
arrived in San Francisco, having come by way of Panama; the only way this letter 
could be delivered to the addressee was by private express. In a blue oval on this 
cover is a "Collect 50 cts.," and this, in my opinion, is a Wells,Fargo & Co. mark . 
I have seen very few markings like this 1 but all from California to the Salmon or 
Nez Perces area, and all during this same period of time. Wells, Fargo & Co. is 
the only express which I know, could and would be willing to carry this letter into 
the area 1 and gamble on collecting the 50 cents fee 1 to an unknown addressee. 

After reaching the area, Wells, Fargo & Co. found that the addressee, Thos. B.Lyons, 
had gone to Victoria, V.I. Rather than give up the chase, they simply added another 
50 cents collect and forwarded it in their mail pouch to Victoria . 
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MY OBSERVATIONS -A COMBINATION OF USAGES - (Cont'd) 

This unusual cover has a number of amazing features: 1. Usage of a patriotic from 
West Virginia 1 2. Usage of a 10¢ August 1 1861 stamp, on a patriotic 1 3. the extremely 
rare usage of an express company mark on a patriotic 1 and carriage outside the mail, 
4 . a second forwarding outside the mail from a remote mining di strict to a foreign country. 

Whether or not this cover ever reached the addressee is hard to say because this cover 
was found by a Wells, Fargo & Co . employee in a lot of covers, about to be discarded, 
from the Wells 1 Fargo & Co. office in San Francisco in the 1890's . 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

By Vernon L. Ardiff 

Postmarked STEAM . /ACAPULCO. i n large oval; DUE 7 in 13 mm caps; SAN FRANCISCO 
CAL AUG 26 1865 in double circle, 25 mm. Addressed to "Mr. S D Smith/VVestern 
Hotel/Port1and/Ogn". 
Letter follows: 

Acapulco Augst 1Oth 1865/Mr S D Smith/Dear Friend/ I did not write you from San 
Francisco because there was nothing to write about and now I can find but little as 
we have had such a quiet voyage that it would puzzel even a played out Editor to 
write a subscriber lett er. There are some persons aboard who wear hoops and dresses 
and to all appearances are women but they are so awfully stuck up that a grey haired 
fellow like me cant get in speaking distance of them much less in that other and more 
interesting fix of what sailors call laying to . They all seem to be on the wine pretty 
heavy and as I am not on that thing now I cant come in nor send my next fri end but 
keep him housed up and waiting until I get to America. We have about 700 persons on 
board and there are 5 in my state room. It is a large one and I have the middle birth 
which is the best. Two sleep on the sofas & the rest of us in the births. They are 
all fir st rate men except me & one is a preacher. Just my luck a'int it? There are 
14 Captains on board that had their whale ships burned by the Shenandoah in the 
Artie Ocean about a month since . All tip top fellows. Many of them are ruined and 
go back home broke entirely up but of course determined to try it again . We met 
the Swanee one of our Gunboats yesterday on the way up the coast. A great pity she 
had not been here 2 months since & she could have saved millions of dollars for these 
poor whaler s . I have wished myself in Portland a thousand times since I left I can 
tell you & and if matters are not very bright for me when I get home you may look for 
me in the spring if not sooner . Friend Smith 1 did you ever feel afraid that I would not 
pay you ? Myers told me so on the boat after you left & I was so mad that I wanted 
to go back with him and see you . I was unfortunate I know but never intended to leave 
until I paid not only you but any one else I owed . The next time you see him you can 
tell him if you like that I paid you etc etc. I am sorry you are not with me on this 
trip as then I could have some one that I respected & could talk with . As it is I put 
in my time reading and looking at the scurry . We have kept most of the time a long 
way from the stern as the officers feared that perhaps the Shenandoah might be on 
the lookout for us . 

I will write you again from Panama and as often as I can get a chance I took a terr
ible cold in Frisco and am not well yet, coughing all the time. But hope it will get 
better as the weather gets warmer . Write to me at Springfield Ohio . Give my regards 
to Sewell and all the boys and for yourself please accept my best love and all the 
kindest wishes I can give I Your friend I James W . Ward 

NOTE - The Shenandoah was a Confederate raider, Lt . Waddell, commanding, who 
not believing the Civil War was over, was continuing to sink Federal ships in the · 
Pacific . Meeting a large group of Yankee whal ers the latter part of June 1865, he was 
shown newspapers telling of the assassination of Pres . Lincoln (which he believed) 
and also of the surrender of the South, which he believed to be a Yankee trick. So he 
continued to sink them . Some of the crews he put on board the MILO and let her go 
free; other s he placed on a small island to be rescued later. The MILO sailed to San 
Francisco with its cargo and news . The SUWANEE and other vessels were then ordered 
to find the Shenandoah and advise Waddell, or persuade him by force, that the war 
had actually ended . In the meantime Waddell had accosted a British vessel, believed 
the Captain that the war had ended I and sailed for Liverpool , and safety. 
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THE STORY .OF THE KATY RAILROAD IN INDIAN TERRITORY 

By Gaspare Signorelli 

On Christmas night of 1872, the first Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad train, that 
had crossed the Indian Territory (present eastern part of the state of Oklahoma), 
arrived in Denison City, Texas. The arrival of this three-car train, from Sedalia 1 

Missouri 1 climaxed the building of the first railroad which would operate within the 
boundaries of ea stem Indian Terri tory. It did not, however 1 climax the troubles 
which had plagued the road, even before its tracks reached the Kansas-Indian Terri
tory border. 

Shortly after the Givil War, a meeting was held in Washington 1 D . C. for the purpose 
of signing the Treaty of Peace between the Federal Government and the "Five Civil
ized Tribes" of Indian Territory . The latter 1 having been sympathetic and co-operative 
with the South, were forced to accept a harshly dictated treaty . Despite numerous 
objections , among other things, the Indian delegates were forced to consent to the 
building of two railroads , one running north and south , and another east and west 1 

across their Indian Territory nations . By forcing this railroad issue I the government 
hoped that these railroads would serve as a supply link between those army outpost s 
in Texas and Indian Territory 1 and those of Arkansas 1 Kansas and Missouri. No doubt 
too I the government saw the coming railroad construction boom . 

In 1869 I the Federal Government issued an offer of a free land grant to any railroad 
company that would build their tracks between the mighty supply depot at Fort Leaven
worth, Kansas, and the Fort Gibson outpost in the Cherokee Nation of Indian Territory. 
The Governmen t furthur _stated, that if more than one company applied for the grant, 
the first railroad that crossed the Kansas-Indian Territory line, would receive the 
Indian Territory land grant . 

In May of 1870, three groups began the race to the border; the "KANSAS & NEOSHO 
VALLEY COMPANY", the "LEAVENWORTH- LAWRENCE & FORT GIBSON RAILROAD COM
PANY" and the "MISSOURI-KANSAS & TEXAS RAILROAD COMPANY", a lso known as the 
"KATY RAILROAD " . Shortly thereafter, the Leavenworth-Lawrence & Fort Gibson fell 
into financial difficulties and withdrew from the race. The next year saw much vio
lence and bloodshed as the remaining rivals attempted to hi nder each others progress 
by employing gunmen 1 goons and thugs. One incident occured when Levi Parsons 

1 

of the Katy, shipped a wagon load of rails beyond his roads end of track, to the Kan
sas-Indian Territory line, and began to lay a section of track across the border . A 
determined mob of goons 1 from the K. & N. V. R. R. Co., arrived on th eir heels and a 
bloody 1 but indecisive battle was fought with ax handles , picks and shovels . This 
was so scandalous, that President Grant had to step in with an Executive Order on · 
June 61 1870. On that same day, the M. K. & T . tracks reached the border and 
crossed into the Indian Territory (Cherokee Nation). Then at noon, amidst a celebra
tion, the first locomotive , with whistle blowing, came to a halt just south of present 
Chetopa , Kansas . Meantime, the also-jubilant Kansas & Neosho Valley's tracks 
crossed the border at almost the same hour . But due to an error by their engineering 
staff, their tracks had not crossed into the territory of the "Five Civilized Tribes" 
but into the independent Quapaw Indian Nation, where no railroads had any rights .' 

When the Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad Company tried to collect the government
promised free land grant 1 they learned that the United States Supreme Court had held 
that: Congress exceeded its authority in promising free land that bel onged to the 
"Five Civilized Tribes" of Indian Territory. Thus, the Katy officials were forced to 
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delay furthur constru~tion, while they negotiated directly with the tribal governments for 
additional land . This was extremely difficult as the tribal leaders were always reluctant 
to permit the building of a railroad across their country. Mter lengthy negotiations with 
the "Five Civilized Tribes", which delayed construction for many months, the M .K. & . T · 
succeeded in obtaining the necessary land to continue building thier tracks across :lnd1an 
Territory . 

MORE TROUBLES 

Early in the 1890 ' s, the Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad Company was confronted with 
more serious problems: TRAIN ROBBERIES . .. . .. The AI Jennings gang, which included AI 
and three others., held up a Katy train, just three miles beyond present Muskogee, Okla
homa, and got $6,000 in currency and Jewelry from the express car. A greater holdup 
occured on July 14th , 1892 , when the Dalton Gang, numbering ten men, robbed the ex
press car of M. K 0 & T 0 north-bound train #2, while it was taking on water near Adair, 
Indian Territory (present Adair, Oklahoma). In this holdup a total of $17,0001 in cash, 
was taken. Later reports revealed 1 that the nine guards, stationed in the Smoker 1 con
tinued to play cards while the Dalton Gang looted the express car . When the outlaws 
were about to depart from the scE)ne; the guards fired a few aimless shots into the dark
ness , which did nothing but merely add to the existing confusion. 

CARRYING THE MAILS 

Long before the Katy's tracks reached the Red River (Indian Territory-Texas border) late 
in 1872 1 their trains were carrying mail over portions of their route in the territory. Tiiis 
is reflected by the following information, extracted from the report of the Postmaster 
General for 1872 • 

The first mail contract .was awarded the Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad Company, 
#10512, for service between Sedalia, Missouri and Micco, Indian Territory. As con
struction proceeded and their tracks neared the Red River 1 mail service was also ex
tended. Although the records do not so state 1 it is believed that the railroad was per
mitted to increase its mail service without applying for new contracts. 

An interruption of north-bound mail service, from Denison, Texas, occured in 1878 1 over 
Mail Route #2801 . The report of the Postmaster General for that year 1 indicates that 
no service was performed for a period, as 160 sacks of mail matter had accumulated 
at the Denison City post office because of a quarantine . During this period, a Yellow 
Fever epidemic was plaguing Texas, and as they did during the cattle fever (tick fever) 
years 1 the tribes of Indian Territory forbid the movement of mail and other goods from 
Texas, through their nations . 

KATY PHILATELY 

As the transportation of cattle and mail was a major source of revenue for the Katy Rail
road 1 substantial passenger business was also carried on . However, unlike the Eastern 
railroads, where competition resulted in countless comforts for the traveler, the M. K. 
& T. operated similar to the stage coach lines system. Rather than provide dining car 
service 1 as some eastern railroads 1 the Katy maintained a series of resturant, or meal 
stops at various points along their route . Among the most important of these was the 
Adams Hotel at Muscogee (now spelled Muskogee) . 

Illustrated elsewhere in this article 1 is an Adams Hotel cover which was carried by the 
Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad. Ir: most cases 1 mail left at the hotel for posting, 
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received a special serrated triple-circle 1 "FORWARDED BY HOTEL ADAMS" (and 
dated) hand stamp impression 1 on the front or back of the envelope 1 in magenta 1 

blue, or black. Another type handstamp also used was a double outer circle 
(outer rim serrated) 1 in black or brown, with, "FORWARDED BY HOTEL ADAMS, 
MUSKOGEE, IND . TER." (no dates) Both , of course, not being post office mark
ings, merely served to advertise the h9tel . However, such hotel mail, and that 
from the Muscogee post office, which was carried by Katy trains, received two 
types of R. P. 0 . (Railroad Post Office) cancellations. Before 1898 with "SED . 
& DENISON , R. P. 0 . " in a black circle, and "SEDALIA & DENISON, R. P . 0." 
in black circle, after 1898. ,Also applied by the M . K. & T railroad mail clerks, 
was either a fancy cork killer, or the popular "RMS" killer (meaning Rpilway 
Mail Service) 

On November 16 , 1907, Indian Territory (present eastern half of Oklahoma) com
bined with Oklahoma Territory (roughly the present western half of the state) , to 
form the 46th State of Oklahoma . However, to write completely, the history and 
postal history of Indian Territory , the fascinating story of the Katy Railroad can
not be omitted .. •... 

SOME FACTS IN BRIEF 

Some early Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad financial backers were: . 
August Belmont, J. Pierpont Morgan, John D . Rockefeller, and others . 

The Katy Railroad was built to Muscogee, Creek Nation, instead of Fort Gibson 
as planned. The Cherokees around Fort Gibson had steadfastly refused to sell 
their land in the vicinity of the old outpost. 

The transportation of Texas cattle, for the northern markets, brought the M . K. 
& T . its greatest revenue during the 1870's and 1880's. 

Denison City, Texas, now Denison, Texas, was established when the Missouri
Kansas & Texas Railroad was built to there in 1872 . The city was named for the 
Katy's Vice President, George D.enison. Parsons, Kansas took its name from 
Levi Parsons, another early member of the company, who served as the first 
president of the Missouri-Kansas & Texas Railroad System . · 
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c' -ry Map showing the route of the 

Missouri-Kansas & Texas 
(KA'IY) R. R. in Indian Territory 1 

and the resturant or meal stops . 

There were over 44 stops 
on the route in Indian 
Territory, the following 
being the major ones. 
Welch, Vinita, Adair, 
Pryor, Choteau 1 Wagoner, 
Gibson Station 1 Muskogee, 
Oktaha 1 Checotah, Eufaula, 
Canadian 1 North, South, 
and McAle sters, Atoka 1 

Caddo and Durant. 

In later years the route 
was extended from 
Denison 1 Texas to 
Houston. 

Fort Gibson was served 
by a stage coach line 
which met the M . K & T 
at Gibson Station, or 
Muskogee. 

( 1) Fort Gibson 

(2) Jenning's gang 
holdup. 

(3) Dalton gang raid 
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. 
,... T r ains Stop for Meals. 

'ogee, Ind . Ter. 

Hotel Adams illustrated cover postmarked "SED. & DENISON 1 R. P. 0. 1 

TR. 2, JAN 11, (1891)" and backstamped with the Type 1 "FORWARDED 
BY HOTEL ADAMS" marking. 

PIONEER lOCOMOTIVE-Engine No. 14, pictured here, 
was built in 1870, ihe year the Katy won the right to build 
the first railroad track across Indian Territory. (P"tdures 
from "The Katy Railread and the Last Frbntier" published 
by the University of O~lahoma Press in 1952.) 

TYPE 2 

TYPE 1. 

RMS 

Typical 
Railway 
Mail Service 
killer 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES 

By A. Jay Hertz 

ANTHONY'S NORTHERN EXPRESS 

The Feather River section of California is a mountainous part of the northern mining 
district . It had few roads and these were hazardous, even when the weather was 
good . In wet weather, along the high mo1.,1ntain passes, it took a reckless and adven
turous spirit to risk attempting to ride over the ridges with either horse or coach. 
Into this area of beauty, profit anq danger, Anthony's Northern Express ventured. 

J. Anthony started early in 1852, for we find his advertisements in Alta California, 
as early as March 27th of t hat year . From the Alta, April 2, 1853: 

"Anthony & Co. 's Express ..•. daily to Benicia , Sacramento, Marysville, 
Nevada and the Northern Mines • . •. 

Anthony & Co . " 

Also from the Sacramento Union, April 2 , 1853: 

"News Item. Anthony & Co . 's Express. By an advertisement in 
this morning's Union, it will be observed that a new express bearing 
the above title, comes before the public for a share of its patronage . .. 
There are now three expresses in this city, amongst whom the greatest · 
kind of competition exists ..• • " 

Anthbny connected with Berford 's Express at Sacramento for the Northern mines . 
He also utilized the river steamers for travel north . From Daily Alta California, 
April6, 1853 : 

"Anthony & Co . 's Daily Express to Benicia, Sacramento, Marysville, 
Nevada and the Northern mines on the splendid steamers, Wilson G . 
Hunt, Captain Poole, and Confidence, Captain Van Pelt, under charge 
of faithful and experienced messengers . They have fireproof safes 
and other facilities for transacting business . . .. 

Anthony & Co . " 

' 
D. W . Taplin was his agent in Marysville . The papers were grateful and pub-
lished their thanks . From Marysville Herald, April 3 0, 18 53: 

"To Wells Fargo, Adams and Anthony's Express, we have been indebted 
for various important Atlantic papers and for early deliveries of San Fran
cisco and Sacramento papers and the Nevada Journal." 

Anthony had the two largest express .companies with which he had to compete and he 
bravely made every effort . From same, May 17, 1853: 

"J . Anthony & Co .'s Daily Express . 
To Sacramento, Benicia and San Francisco, under the charge of Faithful 
Messengers . Anthony & Co . hope, by giving their undivided attention to 
the European business to merit a share of public patronage . . .. 

D . W . Taplin . " 
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His offer to obtain the miners' mail from the San Francisco and Sacramento postoffices 
was (in those early days} a tempting one ~ 

From same, June 16, 1853 : 

"Anthony & Co ,'sDa{lyExpress, to Sacramento, Benicia and 
San rrancisco under charge of Faithful Messengers . . .. 
Particular attention paid to obtaining letters out of Sacramento 
and San Francisco postoffices ... . 

D . W. Taplin." 

It was a struggle of the pygmy against the two giants , After July 5, 1853, Anthony's 
advertisements cease. The lapse is in itself eloquent. The pygmy has succumbed . 

BROWN & PARISH'S MAIL LINE 

Frank Brown fi rst went into business for himself . His first route lay between Sacramento 
and Hoboken and he rode a four horse coach. From State Journal (Sacramento}, 
Jan . 22, 1852 : 

"For Hoboken. Through in quick time . Accommodation Line 
of Concord Coaches, from Sacramento to Hoboken. Frank Brown 
would respectfully announce to the citizens of Sacramento and 
Hoboken and the traveling community generally, that he has 
placed upon the Hoboken Road a splendid four horse Line of 
Concord Coaches,, running :regularly to and from the above · 
named points, making two daily trips each way .... " 

He seemed to be an ambitious young fellow, with a desire to spread out . Four months 
later, we find that he has bought out Rosencrants & Cutts' Line of Stages. From 
Sacramento Union , May 13 , 1852: 

"Ophir and Auburn Mail Stages • • •• We learn that Messrs. 
Rosecrants & Cutts, proprietors of the first line of stages 
between Sacramento 1 Ophir and Auburh, have sold their 
interest to Frank Brown I Esq. I the popular host of the Half
way House, and Mr . Parish .. ... " 

As the business increased, Brown found that he needed ass i stance in runni ng the growing 
express. He therefore took William L. Parish into partnership. From same, May 31,1852 : 

"United States Mail . Important announcement to the traveling 
public . Brown & Parish would most respectfully announce to 
the public in general and to the Traveling Public in particular, 

. that they have purchased of Rosencrants & Cutts, their entire 
and complete United States Mail Line of coaches . ... Leaving .. . . 
Sacramento City .• • to . .. Halfway House, Beal' s Bar 1 Condemned 
Bar , Doyton' s Bar, Long Bar, Smith's Bar ) Horse shoe Bar, Rattle-
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snake Bar, Manhattan Bar, New York Bar, Oregon Bar, 
Centreville, Secret Diggings, Newcastle, Ophir, Gold 
Hill, Yankee Jims, Dry Diggings and in fact, all the im
portant mining localities on the North and Middle Forks of 
the American River .... 

Mr . Frank Brown, Prop'r and Special Agent 

Mr. Wm . L. Parish, Prop 'r and Agent 
at Auburn." 

Soon after, the partnershi p was dissolved. We next hear of Brown, 2 years later. 
From same, Jan. 19, 1854: 

"A new stageline. The well known stage proprietor, Frank Brown, 
has established an "Accommodation Line," of four horse stages 
between this city and Auburn." 

That seems to be the last item available on Brown and his doings. 

DAVID BUTTERFIElD AND HIS EXPRESS 

Early in the Spring of 1865, David A. Butterfield started his Overland Dispatch. 
He advertised his venture widely, in spite of the fact that the Indians were on a 
rampage, the great Ben Holladay figured as a direct rival and all sorts of diffi
culties presented themselves. His advertisement read: 

"Express Department. About Aug. 1, 1865, the Company 
will have a line of express coaches running daily between 
Atchison, Kansas and Denver, Colorado; and about Sept. 1, 
to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and as soon in the Spring as 
possible a tri-weekly between Denver and Salt Lake City, 
over which merchandise will be carried, at fair express rates . 
Time to Denver, 8 days . Mark goods for ca ttle and mule 
trains, 'But'd Ov'd Desp'h.' Mark goods for express, 'B , O.D, 
Express, Atchison . '" 

The route ran through Colorado, Utah, Idaho and Montana Territories. Their office 
was in Atchison, Kansas. The express actually ran from Atchison to Leavenworth 
and then to Denver. 

It seems that all the people who were fighting Ben Holladay 
1 

lined up with Dave 
Butterfield . The president of the Park Bank, in New York, was the president of 
the company. A group of New York c9pitalists 1 were back of him. In August, 
1865, Butterfield was carrying enormous quantities of freight . 

From the Atchison Daily Free Press, July 1, 1865: 
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"Butterfield Overland Despatch to all points in Colorado 1 Utah 1 

Idaho and Montana Territories. Principal offices, Atchison, 
Kansas. New York office, No. l Vesey St. 1 Astor House. Through 
bills of lading given from New York, Boston, Philadelphia 1 Pittsburg, 
Chicago, St. Louis and Burlington, Iowa . 

D. A. Butterfield, Proprietor, 
Atchison, Kansas, 

A. W. Spalding 1 Gen'l Agent, 
New York. " 

Although Salt Lake City had been picked as the Western end of the line, Butterfield's 
Despatch, never reached west of Denver. The company had been only a pawn in the 
battle between Ben Holladay and the express giants - Wells Fargo, American and 
United States. 

Holladay sent observers, in the guise of passengers, over the route . They reported to 
him that the big companies were back of Butterfield and it was only through them that he 
could exist . 

Under Holladay's threat to break the company, it was sold to him. He received 150 
wagons, 6 yoke of oxen 1 (to the team) and 56 mule wagons. All the above went into 
the Holladay Overland Mail and Express Co. which started a year later 1 in 1866. 

CROOKS SCOTT & KLAMATH RIVER EXPRESS 

A. D. Crooks had an express :which he called by many different names. He started with 
Crooks' Daily Express and Passenger Train. The following year, it became known as 
Scott & Klamath River Express. Two and a half years later, it was known as Yreka & Red 
Bluff Express & Stage Line and lastly, it was known as Crooks Scott River Express. It 
was always Crooks who operated and guided it. From Siskiyou Chronicle, July 9, 1859: 

"Crooks Daily Express & Passenger Train, for Scott & Klamath Rivers. 
Leaves the office of Wells Fargo & Co., Yreka, daily for the mining 
localities on Scott & Klamath Rivers .•• • 

A. D . Crooks, Proprietor. " 

It ran from Yreka to the Scott & Klamath Rivers mines and connected with Wells Fargo, 
at Yreka. One of the future 1 famous expressmen who Crooks employed, was Charles 
W. Pringle. Many such comparatively obscure express companies, employed and 
trained men, who later became outstanding in their fields . 

The following year, Crooks sold out to his employee, Charles Pringle. He praised him , 
highly in recommending him to his customers. From Yreka Weekly Union, Feb.ll,l860: 
From Yreka Weekly Union, Feb. 11, 1860: 

"Express notice. Scott and Klamath River Express. The undersigned 
have this day sold to Mr. Charles W. Pringle their Scott and Klamath 
River Express, connecting with Wells Fargo & Co., at Yreka . . 
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Mr. Pri ngle has been in our employee as messenger, for 
a long time and is too well known to the business commpnity, 
to need reccommendation from us. We bespeak for Mr . Pringle 
a continuance of the patronage heretofore so liberally be stowed 
upon the Scott's Bar Express . 

A. D . Crooks & Co." 

That, however , was not the end for Crooks. It seems that despite the hardships; 
the struggle in fighting s t orm, Indians and highwaymen; despite the competition in 
securing and holding customers, that expressmen were seldom content to quit and 
get out . Some two years later , we find Crooks again soliciting patronage for his 
express. This time he operated between Yreka and Red Bluff, via Soda Springs, Portu
gese Flat, Dog Creek (where passengers remained overnight) and Red Bluff . From 
Semi-weekly Yreka Union, Aug . . 13, 1862: 

-
"Yreka & Red Bluff Express & Stage Line, via Sacramento Route. 
Through to Red Bluff in 2 days, remaining overnight at Dog Creek . 
Stages will leave Metropolitan Hotel, Yreka , every Tuesday, 
Thursda y and Saturday at 4 o'clock , A. M . for Soda Springs, Portu
gese Flat, Dog Creek and Red Bluff connecting with steamers 
leaving Red Bluff for Sacramento on Monday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Returning, will leave Luna House, Red Bluff On Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday . 
Freight of all kinds carried on reasonable terms . 
G. Lamphier, Agent . A. D . Crooks. " 

Whether this was the last express Crooks operated, does not appear . They came and 
went, some with loud ballyhoo and advertising; others silently. When they quit, 
they sold out or just stopped. Crooks probably just stopped. 

As far as this writer can find, there is no printed frank, there is an oval hand stamp. 
It reads, "Crooks /Express /Scott's River . " There are two semi-circular lines on 
each side of "express", which word is straight . The first and third lines are semi
oval , following the contour of the outline . 

HAMLET DAVIS - EXPRESSMAN 

Davis' Express was strictly a one-man affair . It ran between Nevada City and Sacra
mento (and at times to San Francisco, too) and was carried by the proprietor himself. 
It was one of the early express efforts and operated in 1849-50. From the "History 
of Nevada County, P . 122 : 

"Hamlet Davis had a line in 1850 and on his list were 1500 names for whom 
he m<;1de inquiry at the Sacramento and San Francisco offices . . . . " 

In the diary of Alfred T . Jackson, a Norfolk 1 Conn. 1 lad 
1 

prospecting in Nevada 
County in 184 9, we read the following: 
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"There is another man here who is making money. All our letters 
come by mail to Sacramento and are then sent by express to Hamlet 
Davis, the storekeeper on Deer Creek, who acts as postmaster, 
although he has no legal appointment. He is the big gold dust buyer 
of the camp and can afford to do the work for nothing, as it brings 
most of the miners to his store .. .• " 

The carrying of the mail, light parcels and papers , paid Hamlet Davis well. His store 
was another source of great revenue and with his buying of most of the gold dust in town, 
he soon became a very wealthy man. He sold his store, gave up his express and moved 
to Nevada City, where he became a banker. Only once was he forced to close his doors -
when the news of the Adams suspension caused a run. Wells Fargo also paid as long 
as it could and then closed. Davis followed suit when his cash ran low. Some days 
later, both firms resumed their business and Davis went on to become a very wealthy man. 

HESTON 'S EXPRESS 

From messenger to legislator sums up the life of Thomas M. Heston, California expressman. 
We first hear of him employed as a messenger in the newly organized Pacific Express Com
pany, in 1855 ~ Next he is the owner of a stage line and express, operating between 
Hornitas, Visalia, Millerton and King's River in the southern end of the San Joaquin Valley. 

From Stockton Daily Argus: 

"He ston's Express and U . S. Mail Stage Line from Hornitas to Visalia, 
via Millerton and King's River. Stages will leave Homitas every 
Thursday morning for Visalia 1 via Fort Miller and King's River. ..•. 

T. M. Heston, Proprietor. " 

It was not all smooth sailing, however, as we find from a news item in the Sacramento 
Union, March 2 6, 1859 . A passenger took his life in his hands, every time he rode one 
of these coaches. Roads were poor and driving dangerous 1 although the men who drove 
the stages, were calm and resourceful. We reed: 

"The San Joaquin Republican says: Heston's Stage, from Visalia 
to Hornitas, capsized at the Mariposa Creek, March 22nd drowning 
two horses. Alder, the driver, came near losing his own life, in his 
endeavors to save the passengers and the mails." 

His express was called the "Rabbit-skin" Express, for what reason, is not apparent. 
Heston connected with Silman and Carter's Express, which ran a stage from Slough City 
to :Visalia, via Millerton . 

In a newspaper item, Heston was represented to be a "whole souled fellow and a good 
citizen .. " Apparently he entertained a good reputation and was well liked for his express
manly v1rtues - honesty, punctuality and friendliness. 
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"Heston was elected an assemblyman and attended the eleventh legis
lature's session in 1860 (History of Fresno County, P. 88}, and in 
those days , to be a successful stageman, one had to be a popular idol - a 
very lacquered tin idol on. wl;leel$ .... " 

It seems that that is just what he was. The expressman was a very popular breed and 
in a class by himself. He was the screen idol of his day . 

Different stage lines ran to and from points in this area and did a profitable business, 
until Wells Fargo entered the field as a chief competitor and soon became the master 
of the entire field . 

Heston was believed to have been murdered later, near E smerilda Mining District, his 
remains having been identified by gold fillings in his teeth. But the California State 
Blue Book records that he was drowned in the Kern River in 1863. 

Heston gave up his express before (or soon after} he entered the legislature. He sold 
out and the business was absorbed by W. L. Hice's Express . 

THE HOLLAND EXPRESSES 

H . B. Holland ran his express, Holland, Morley & Co., in 1861-2, and Holland, 
Wheeler & Co. in 1863 . The first express ran from Marysville to La Porte and to 
the many mining camps along the Gibsonville Ridge. The second express ran much 
along the same route - from Marysville to the Feather River country and along the 
Gibsonville Ridge . Both expresses connected with Whiting & Co. tri-weekly for 
Quincy and other towns in Plumas county . From Mountain Messenger (La Porte, 
Sierra county) , Oct. 11, 1862: 

"Holland, Morley & Co . 's Express . 
Connecting at Marysville with reliable expresses for all parts of 
California, the Atlantic States and Europe. Principal offices at La 
Porte and Marysville. Daily expresses between Marysville, 
Strawberry Valley , La Porte, St . Louis, Pine Grove, Howland Flat 1 _ 

Forbestown, Hansonville, Bangor, Gibsonville, Whisky Diggings, 
Poker Flat and other intermediate towns and districts in Sierra 
county; connecting tri-weekly with Whiting & Co . 's Express for 
Quincy and all parts of Plumas county •.•. 
tfl7 Holland, Morley & Co. " 

This express quit toward the end of the year . Morley sold his interest to Sam 
Wheeler . Prom the same: 

"News. C . H . Morley of Marysville 1 has sold his interest in 
Holland , Morley & Co . to S. Wheeler and the name of the new firm 
will be Holland, Wheeler & Co. '.s Express . Mr. Wheeler is a 
popular businessman, who has a host of friends that will be pleased 
to learn of his connection with the express. Our old friend Holland 

, , I I 

remams semor partner of the firm - a sufficient guarantee that the 
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business entrusted to the company 1 will be attended to in a faith
ful and gentlemanly manner . The old firm has our acknowledge
ments for a long list of favors." 

Page 28 

Sam Wheeler thus became Holland's partner . Holland continued to be the firm's repre
sentative in Marysville 1 while Wheeler stayed in La Porte in the same capacity . From 
the same 1 Aug . 8 1 1863: 

"Holland & Wheeler' s Express . 
Connecting at Marysville with reliable expresses for all parts of 
California .. . • Daily expresses between Marysville and . • •• Poker 
Flat • . • • connecting tri-weekly •• •• for Quincy and all parts of Plumas 
county •••• 

Holland & Wheeler's Express. 11 

Some time later 1 Holland and Wheeler parted 1 Holland going out of the express business 
and Wheeler continuing in a company of his own name 1 alone . 

The Holland Morley frank is banner shaped in strip form, with 11 Paid 11 above, .. Holland 
Morley & Co .'s Express." The company handstamp is oval, with "Holland Morley & 
Co.'s" semi-oval; "Express , " straight and "La Porte, Cal." in semi-oval, both upper 
and lower 1 following curve of the outline . The Holland, Wheeler frank is the same as 
its predecessor . The second type is oblong 1 with fancy outline and "Paid" in large 
type; "Holland & Wheeler's 1 " in smaller type and "Daily Express" in still smaller 
type . The third frank is like the second but for a line between the first and second 
lines and a thicker 1 intricate margin . There is also a handstamp . 

WARREN'S MORMON ISLAND EXPRESS 

Jame s L. Warren who operated the Mormon Island Express, was a descendant of the 
Warrens who fought at Bunker Hill in the American Revolution . He was born in Massa 
chusetts in 180 5 . He spent his boyhood and youth in the East 1 landing in San Francisco 1 

from the Ship "Sweden" on August 3 1 1849 . 

He first tried the newspaper field, becoming proprietor and editor of the California Farmer 
1 

which started in 1854 . He became a colonel on the staff of General Sutter in 1855 . 

His earliest business dealings were at Mormon Island 1 as early as 1849. Later he 
became interested in gold mining and merchandising 1 which entailed frequent trips to 
San Francisco . 

The next step , was a letter express operated in conjunction with the trips he made . 
The express charged $1 . 00 a letter , which fee included the 40 cent United States pos
tage required on letters to and from the East. The fee indicated that Warren was re
ceiving 60 cents for the 25 mile service, as against Adams & Co . 's $1 . 00 charge from 
Sacramento . 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES - (Cont'd) 

WARREN'S MORMON ISLAND EXPRESS - (Cont'd) 

From an advertisement in Alta California, 1850: 

"N. B , Important Express arrangements for miners. The subscribers 
(Warren & Co.) will run an Express to and from every steamer, 
carrying and returning Letters for the Post Office and Expresses to 
the States . Also conveying Gold Dust or Parcels, to and from the 
mines to the Banking Houses, or the several Expresses to the States, 
insuring their safety. The various newspapers from the Eastern, 
Western or Southern States, will also be found on sale at our stores, 
together with a large stock of Books and Pamphlets constantly on 
hand . " 

The following is the method that Warren used in running his express . He operated by 
pony , obtaining orders from the miners for letters that were to arrive in their names at 
the San Francisco postoffice. These orders he duly filed with the postmaster . He 
rented a box and all the letters to miners that he listed, were delivered there. The 
rent for the box was $2 . 00 a month and the charge Warren made for taking a letter 
to San Francisco or delivering one to Mormon Island, was $1.00 a letter . On each 
trip he took, he carried a bag of letters going East to the family and friends of the 
miners. Returning, he carried another sackful of mail, the contents of the post
office box . After two years of the most successful operation, he moved to Sacra
mento and further express work was discontinued, although why this lucrative busi
ness was stopped, was never explained. Warren lived to a ripe old age and died 
in San Francisco, at 90. 

The cancellation that Warren used, was a rectangular handstamp, black in color, 
2 0 by 3 0 mms, in which was enclosed the word, "Paid . " 

Warren had a successful express and stopped it in the full flush of its success. 
He must have known what he was doing, for he lived to be a very old man . 

PARKER, COLTER & CO . 'S EXPRESS 

When two or more men go into partnership, there is always the danger that one of 
them, doing something dishonest, will involve all. Such was the state of affairs 
that occurred in the firm of Parker, Colter & Co.'s Express. 

John G . Parker was an old resident of Olympia, He became captain of the Steamboat 
Messenger, which plied along the Pacific coast . In 1851, he sailed to San Francisco. 
He became connected with Gregory and Co.'s Express and, as messenger for that 
concern, traveled to Puget Sound, in 1853. He journeyed northward as an agent to 
close the affairs of a house that dealt in trading, which operated under the name of 
Wright and Colter, in Olympia. 

Parker saw that there was no way to send money down the coast, from Puget Sound 
to San Francisco . The money was usually transmitted, by a lumber vessel which 
was irregular and slow, entirely undependable and which usually made a trip to 
the Sandwich Islands, before sailing for San Francisco . He decided to attempt to 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES - (Cont'd) 

PARKER, COLTER & CO.'S EXPRESS - (Cont'd) 

remedy the situation so, under the circumstances 1 he remained in the State of Washington . 

He next sought to establish his express and in doing so, he bought out the interest of his 
employers in the trading firm of Wright and Colter . He thereupon started his express 1 

retaining the old partner 1 Colter and so was begun Parker & Colter's Express. 

This company was the first express established in Washington . They connected with the 
old house of Adams & Co . in Portland,. which was as far north as the older company 
operated. 

Parker and his company had the field to themselves for about a year and a half. Letters 1 

papers 1 parcels and money 1 sent south to San Francisco with a regularity and a certainty, 
never known before and the future looked happy and secure. 

From the Columbian 1 (date not discernable): 

"Parker 1 Colter & Co.'s Express will receive letters, treasure 1 

etc . 1 until 9 o'clock, this (Friday) evening." 

They also announced that their stages "from Olympia (are) connecting at 
Ranier and Portland with Adam • s & Co . • s Express • " 

Then the lightning struck. At the end of about 18 months, Colter absconded with several 
thousand dollars belonging to the company . There is .one thing an express could not 
live down or outlive - dishonesty. That destroyed the confidence that Parker had built 
up and that having been destroyed, everything else was useless . In those pioneer 
regions, money was made with a man's sweat, and he was not willing to lose it. 
The end of the first express in Washington , came very quickly . 

* * * * * * * * * 
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AUCTION ACTION 

. By N. Leonard Persson 

Off-Broadway, commented a national magazine recently, is a San Francisco restaurant 
which caters to the sophisticated and mature diner. 

On-Broadway, Auction Action this quarter reports, is the location of a San Francisco 
auction house which in March established itself as quite sophisticated by producing, 
unfortunately for buyers, some very mature prices for a wide array of territorial 
covers. Auctioneer Lewenthal proved himself to be a better auctioneer than a price 
prophet. On less than 9% of the Arizona territorials did Lewenthal over-estimate 
the cover lot value . He proved himself either to be timid or conservative, or like 
the rest of us to be unaware still of the increasing popularity of Arizona covers and 
other Westerns by under-estimating cover prices in 66% of the lots listed in the 
quarterly rundown . 

Western covers from a number of other fine sales are tabulated. Al Zimmerman came up 
with a heavy offering of New Mexico material; but these were multiple-cover lots, and 
listings would be meaningless . So , once again,Auction Action itemizes what should be 
an interesting listing of prices realized. 

ALASKA 

Alaska Commercial Co/1890/St . Michael, Alaska in red dbl. oval 
on back of VF cover with SHIP 4 to Vermont 

Alaska Commercial Co. St . Michael, Alaska Ty . ,l896 in red dbl . 
oval on back of cover pmk'd Middlebury, Vt . addr.c/o San Fr. 

Anvik, Alaska, 1903, VF strike on U362, missing back flap 

ARIZONA 

Black Warrior, Ariz . , Ex. strike on card, 1907 
Leupp, Ariz., Fair strike on post card, 1908 
Benson, Ariz., in blue ties #210 on Mex . W-F franked 6~ green 

entire. U.S. adhesive tied by W-F Guaymas company marking 
Benson, Ariz., 1894 on VF cover with 6~ & 15~ Columbians,reg. 
#26 tied St. Louis addr . to Ft . Buchanan, 1860, VF 
Camp Verde, Ariz . , 1881, clear d . c. pmk on VF cover 
Tombstone, A. T.,W-F strike on VF company franked U277 entire 
Clif . & Lordsburg R.P . O.l906, VF strike with #319 tied 
Whiteriver, Ariz ., 1911, clear strike tied to VF card 
American Flag, 1881, in mss on Ul62, cut into but still VF 
American Flag, 1881, clear dbl . circle ties 3~ on VF Ul63 
Arizona City, 1871, Fine blue strike ties 3~ green to VF cvr. 
Ash Fork in mss on registered cover with pair #205 & #210, VF 
Calabasas, 1886, clear strike ties #210 to VF cover 

Lewenthal 

II 

II 

Severy 
II 

Siegel 
II 

Brooks 
II 

II 

II 

II 

Lewenthal 
II 

II 

II 

II 

Camp Grant, 1873, VF magenta strike ties 3~ green to :VF cover 
Camp Thomas, A. T., 1879, Ex . purple strike & star ties 3~ green 
Casa Grande, 1889, Ex . purple pmk & 11CG11 in star ties /1213 on VF 
Chaparal , 1902 , nice strike just ties #279B to fine cover 
Coldwater, 1902, Legible strike ties #279B to corner carded cvr. 

II 

II 

cvr. 
II 

II 

$90.00 

70.00 
35.00 

11.30 
15 . 25 

37.50 
16.00 
35.00 
25.00 
22.00 
14 . 50 
12.00 
31.00 
33 . 00 
43.00 
28.00 
40.00 
19.00 
34 . 00 
19.00 
28 . 00 
27.50 
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Congress, 1889, Fine strike on VF U311 Lewenthal 
Curtiss, 1892, good strike with #220 on cover ragged at right II 

II Dem & Los Ang. AGT, 1882, good strike on cover with 3¢ green 
Dragoon, 1883, Ex. purple strike with maltese cross tying 3¢ green " 
Duncan, Graham Co., 1884, oval ties #210 to VF cover 
Escuela, 1911, good magenta strike on cover with school c.c. 
Fort Grant , 1886, bold sawtooth circle on VF U277 

II 

II 

II 

Grandview, 1906, #300 tied to VF view post card " 
Harshaw, Pima Co. ,Ariz., 1880, fine strike .. on Ul63, cut into " 
Huachucha, 1881, Bold strike in red, 3¢ green tied, add.misc.marks " 
Kymo, 1901, Fine strike on VG cover with pair 11279 " 
McCabe, 1902, fine strike in purple ties two #279 to VF cover " 
McDowell, circa 1880, clear strike _ties #186 with star to VF cover " 
Oro Blanco, 1881, Ex. strike ties U277 to VF cover " 
Phoenix, 1881, nice strike in purple octagon, black star ties 3¢ gr" 
Pioneer, Gila Co., Arizona, clear strike with 3¢ green tied to 

VF cover. " 
Prescott & Crownking RPO, 1908, good strike on VF U414 entire " 
Prescott, A. T. , 1867, VF str. line ties #65 to VF cvr., letter " 
Signal, A. T. , 1878, mss pmk on Ul63, fine to VF " 
Tombstone, 1881, perfect strike on Ul62, VF " 
Valverde, 1902, clear strike with #219 not tied on VF cover, letter" 
Vekol, 1890, lite clear strike with #213 not tied to VF cover, c .c. " 
Yuma, 1877, clear strike on Ul62, Fine " 
Albuquerque & Needles RPO, 1884 , good strike on VF U260 " 
Apache Pass, 1880, fine magenta pmk with star-in-circle on Ul62 " 
Arivaca, A.T., 1879, good strike with 3¢ green tied by neg . star " 
Benton, 1905, perfect strike on VF U385 " 
Camp Huachuca, 1886, fine strike ties #210 on VF cover " 
Camp Verde, 1877, VF strike ties 3¢ green to fine cover .. . 
Campbell, 1890, bold jumbo circle with star cancel on VF U3ll,c.c. " 
Cline, 1910, Ex. strike on post card with #331 tied, VF " 
Cottonwood, 1894, clear strike on U311, VF 11 

Crittenden, 1888, Ex • . strike on UX7, VF 11 

Dewey, 1902,Ex. strike on VF corner carded cover with pair 
11279 tied 

Dos Cabezas, Arizona, J.M. Riggs, P.M., 1881, fine strike in 
blue ties 3¢ green. Cover opened thru stamp 

Duquesne, 1907, clear strike ties 2¢ Jamestown on VF cover 
Benson & Douglas RPO,l903, fine strike on UX18 
Florence, 1875, good strike in blue on VF Ul62 
Fort Apache, 1879, E. strike in violet on VF UXS, very early use 
Fort Bowie, 1884, fine strike on VF cover with #210 tied by star 
Gila Bend, Arizona Terr., 1885, strong but blurred purple pmk, 

#210 tied 
Greaterville, 1886, fine strike with #210 tied to cover with 

sm. piece out 
Hackberry, 1886, clear strike with #210 tied on VF cover 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" 

II 

II 

" 
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$15 .00 
32.00 
19.00 
31.00 
59 .00 
22.00 
32.00 
18.00 
21.00 
31.00 
17.00 
15.00 
42.50 
42.00 
31 . 00 

95 . 00 
15.00 

225.00 
42.50 
16.00 
23.00 
25.00 
21.00 
55 . 00 
31 . 00 
27.00 
24.00 
35 . 00 
27.00 
36 . 00 
22.00 
25.00 
19.00 

17.00 

27.00 
23.00 
15.00 
15.00 
23.00 
49.00 

31 .00 

28.50 
26.00 
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ARIZONA - (Cont'd) 

Keam's Canyon, 1896, Ex. blue strike ties #267 on fine cover 
La Osa, 1904, Ex. strike on fine U385 
Lochiel, 1894, Clear strike on VF U311 
Maricopa Wells, A.T., legible strike in blue on fine U59 
Maricopa, Pinal Co., Arizona, 1884, fine purple oct. on U231, 

stains 
McMillen, Ariz . Ter., 1880, clear strike with pair #178 & one 

Lewenthal 
" 
" 
" 

" 

#159 tied on Ul62. Registered cover is trimmed but still fine " 
Mineral Park, 1881 , 2 VF red strikes, 3¢ green not tied by star, VF " 
Nutriosa, 1894, fine strike on VF U311 " 
Old Glory , 1904, clear strike with //319 tied on VF cover " 
Peach Springs, 1891, clear strike on fine U311 " 
Prescott, A.T. clear strike with 1/65 tied to fine cover " 
Saint Johns, 1883, bold strike ties #206 to VF Ul64 with 

star-in-circle 
St . Joseph, 1892, VF strike and solid star on VF U311 
Erastus, Ariz., 1886, in mss on VF U220 
Stanton, 1889, legible strike with 11213 tied to fine cover 
Tempe, Arizona, M.O.B., 1886, nice strike with #210 tied 

to fine cover 
Terminus, 1879, perfect red strike on UXS, card headed "Casa 

Grande" 
Winslow, 1888, bold red strike on VF UX6, attractive 
Young, 1910, Ex. strike on card with #331 tied, card has corner 

crease 
Zenos, Maricopa Co., Ariz., 1886, clear strike in dbl. oval, 

#210 tied to cover with slight repair. 

CALIFORNI A 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 

" 

" 

Aurum City, Gala, and "Paid 6" in mss on Fine STPLS Cover 
Monterey, Cal. in Red Circle with mss "25", fine folded 

Lewenthal 

letter 
Don Pedro's Bar, two #65 's Pen Cane., Fine 
Grub Gulch, 1890, with #219, V.F. 
Patterson, 1856, V.F. #11 Pen Cane. on good cover with letter 

headed San Juan, Cal., also indistinct red oval 
Woodside, #9 and strip of three #11 tied by mss F. 
Bidwell's Bar, 1856 good strike on Fine U18 
Camptonville, 1855, V.F. #14 on fine cover 
Gibsonville, Legible blue circle with V.F. #14 on good cover 
LaPorte, 1858 fine blue circle on Fine Ul6 
Pilot Hill, Fine strike on worn U15 
Rabbit Town, Fine red circle on V.F. UlO 
San Francisco, Cal., 1861 ties pair of #24, #26 & #35 to 

beautiful Four Horse Stage Coach cover to Nova Scotia, 
also red "U States" arc 

" 
II 

II 

II 

II 

" 
II 

" 
" 
II 

II 

II 
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$22 . 00 
23.50 
21.50 
31.00 

46.00 

57.00 
21.00 
22 . 00 
26.00 
23.00 
52.00 

22.00 
18.00 
43.00 
22.00 

16.00 

82.00 
22.00 

13.00 

65 . 00 

44.00 

34.00 
22.00 
15.50 

28.50 
16.00 
32.00 
30.00 
35.00 
16.00 
25.00 
80.00 

475.00 
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CALIFORNIA - (Cont'd) 

Timbuctoo, good blue circle with #114 tied by mss, VF 
Ballerina, legible strike ties 3¢ green to V.G. 

Lewenthal 

Old Creek, 1877 clear strike with 3¢ green tied to fine cover 
Stack Caynon, 1886, good Magenta circle with #210 tied to 

fine cover 
Imusdale, 1898, good strike with #279b not tied on V.G. cover 
Pico Heights, 1B94, good strike with 2¢ Columbian not tied, Fine 
Gregory's Express, 1B51 with red "NOT PAID" in oval, mss "Double 

$1. 00", Fine 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Lamping & Co's Express, frank on USB, W-F Marysville Cancel, Ex.F. " 
Langton's Express, frank on UlB, good Forrest City Cal., pmk 

on Fine cover. II 

Pacific Union Express, frank, clear Gold Run Co. Cancel on neat U59 " 
Reynold's Todd & Co. Express, clear blue oval, 1B51, on worn 

stmpls Cover 
Todd & Co . Express, clear black shield, mss Merritstown, Pa. 

and "40" to San Francisco. F. 
Wells & Co's Moores Flat and Eureka Express, frank with W-F 

Nevada on V.F. USB 
W-F Chinese Camp clear strike on 
W- F Knight's Ferry, Clear strike 
W-F Pleasanton, Fine strike fine 

Ex.F. Ul63 
on V.F. U278 
UB2 

Calif. Penny Post, 34LU11, clear red San Jose, Calif.,pmk with 
#11 not tied, V.F. 

Calif. Penny Post, 34LUllc, clear blue Marysville, Cal. pmk 
on V. F. UlO 

Garden Valley, Cal., Good Circle on EX.F. #UlB 
Michigan Bluff, Cal., bold d.c. ties block of 3 #11 with #9 

to Fine Cover 
San Diego, Cal. in mss with "40", 1B51, on V.F. Cover 
San Diego, Cal., blurred circle ties Ex. F. #16 to V.F. cover 
Smith River, Cal., 1865 with #65 on Fine Cover 
Union, Cal., Feb. 8, '72 in mss on V.F. UB4 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Seigel 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

W- F Victoria in clear blue circle on U34 with Post Office Victoria, 
IV pmk to San Francisco " 

25¢ Blue Pony adhesive tied by W-F Virginia Cty N.T. on rebacked 
front, U34 II 

Eel River, Cal., 1B59, in mss on legal size cover with #'s 1, 
24, Two 25's & 33 none not tied by Pen Cane. Also "Pension 
Office " Receiving Mark 

Forks of Salmon, 1B60 in mss on fine UlO with seven #24's 
Liberty, clear strike on Fine U59 
Wild Flower, 1884, Fine blue triple circle ties #210 
Posts, 1897 clear strike on U311 
W-F, Kernville, Ex.F. strike on ragged U277 
W-F, Modesto good strike on U277 
San Francisco, Cal., fine strike ties fill on beautiful Ill us. 

Temperance cover 

Brooks 
Seigel 
Lewenthal 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Pollitz 

Page 34 

$31.50 
15.00 
23.50 

29.00 
30.00 
15.00 

33.00 
37.00 

20.00 
20.00 

25.00 

BO.OO 

B7.50 
26.00 
17.00 
22 . 00 

125.00 

280.00 
105.00 

BO.OO 
135.00 
140.00 

18.00 
19.00 

47.50 

300.00 

125.00 
90.00 
22.50 
16.50 
17.00 
23.50 
31.00 

145.00 
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COLORADO 

Rocky Ford, 1880, Very Fine Strike with star tying 3¢ green, Encl. Severy $11.50 

KANSAS 

Hyatt, K.T. , Jan. lOth '58 in mss with "PAID", Slight stains 

MINNESOTA 

St. Anthony's Falls, Min. clear red circle with "10" on V.F. 
stamp less 

MONTANA 

Allerdice, M.T., 1881, in ross on V.F. UX5 
Helena, Monto., fairly clear circle with #65 tied, Fine 

NEBRASKA 

Nebraska City, N.T., 1862, good strike with defective #65 
tied to interesting corner carded cover, letter 

NEVADA 

Belleville, 1879, good strike with 3¢ green tied to F.cover 
Camp McDermitt, 1878, good blue strike with 3¢ green tied 

to Fine cover 
Esmerlda, N.T., legible strike tied #65 to Fine cover 
Searchlight 1900, clear strike ties #279B to V.F. cover 
Virginia City, fine strike with pair of #65's each cancelled 

with large "W", fine 
Barclay, 1909, good strike on Post Card 
Overton, 1895, mss pmk. on.V.F. cover 

NEW MEXICO 

Mosquero, 1911, Very fine strike on Post Card 
Gibson, 1910, very fine strike in pink on Post Card 
Questa, 1911, very fine strike on Post Card 
Ute Park, 1910, Ex. strike on Post Card 
Venus 1909, Ex. strike on Post Card 
Fort Cummings, N.M., 1881 fine strike with star on 
Ft. Wingate, N.Mex., 1881 Ex. strike on V.F. Ul63 

OREGON 

U82 

Cove, Union Co., 1887, Ex. strike on V.F. U277 
Marshfield, Coos Co., 1879, clear magenta strike with 

3¢ green not tied 

Seigel 72.50 

Lewenthal 65.00 

Lewenthal 
Seigel 

16.00 
24.00 

Lewenthal 40.00 

Lewenthal 17.00 

II 54.00 
II 26.00 
II 11.00 

II 26.00 
Severy 10.75 

II 15.75 

Severy 14.60 
II 12.00 
II 13.00 
II 15.80 
II 17.75 

Brooks 25.00 
II 16.50 

Lewenthal 29.00 

II 15.00 
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Myrtle Creek , Coos Co., 1883 , clear purple strike ties 3¢ green 
to Fine cover 

Merril , Oreg., 1898, #279B tied on Fine cover with cc of 
Klamath Falls, Merrill Stage Line, & Illus. of 4 horse stage 

Portland, O.T. in clear circle on fair Ul6 
The Dalles, O.R. May 19, '62 in mss with #35, Fine 
Tracy &· Co's Oregon Express, frank with clear blue d . o . Tracy 

& Co. Portland Cane. on repaired U26 

UTAH 

W-F clear blue oval Salt Lake City, U.T ., on V.F. U83 
Salt Lake City, Utah, in clear circle ties #26 to Fine cover 

WASiiiNGTON 

Cowlitz," W.T . , Oct. 6, '56 in mss with V. F. /114 on fine cover 
with letter 

Grand Prarrie, W. T., (1873) · in mss on fine U83 
Monticello , W. T., (1860) with /135 on Fine Cover 
Olegua, W. T., 4-21-85 in mss with //210 not . tied on V. F . cover 
Port Townsend, Wash . , 1887 in clear circle with no 210, and 

V. F. kicking mule cancel on V.F. Illus . cover 
Seattle, W.T., five dbl circle strikes tying strip U3 /124 on 

fine cover to ~alif . 

Mukilteo, W.T., 1864, per.fect strike and bold strike of shield 
on 1165 not tied on reduced legal size cover 

WYOMING 

Camp Brown, Wyo . Terr., 1875, mss Cane , with /1159 on fine cover 

Lewenthal 

Seigel 
II 

II 

Lewenthal 

Seigel 
II 

Seigel 
II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Lewenthal 

with tears Lewenthal 
Camp Stambaugh , 1874, Fine strike with two 3¢ greens not tied 

on fine cover " 
Ft. Bridger, 1876, clear blue strike with 3¢ green tied to 

V. F. cover " 
Ft. Washakie, 1889, fine purple strike with #213 tied on fine cover 

with "Post ,Trader" corner card 11 

South Pass City, 1869, fine strike with #114 tied to Fine Cover 11 

Page 36 

$21.50 

23.00 
35.00 
26 . 00 

73.00 

32.50 
42.50 

45 . 00 
22.00 
32 . 50 
23 . 00 

42.50 

85 . 00 

73 . 00 

62 . 50 

34.00 

22 . 00 

35.00 
20.00 
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WESTERN COVERS WANTED : 
Expresses, Ships, Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period. Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for the 
Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers, and we can 
add rare and choice items to enhance 
the albums of a well known collection, 
anything from a Ghost Town Cover to a 
rare Pony Express Cover. Write and 
let us know your wants or ask for our 
auction catalog which often contains 
fine Western items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

WANTED: New Mexico and Arizona 
Territorial Markings . Send with price 
If you have such material that is not 
for sale, I would like to make records 
of it . Prompt returns and postage both 
ways of course. 

DR. S. H. DIKE 
1611 Bayita Lane, N.W. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Page 37 

Rates per issue are as follows: 
Full ~age $30.00; half page $15.00 
quarter page $7.50; one-eighth page 
$4 . 00 . Net. Mail direct to: 
M. C. Nathan, Editor 
94 Biscayne Drive 
San Rafael, Calif. 

STILL WANT TO BUY 

WESTERNS - TERRITORIAL$ - RAILROAD 
COVERS 

Particularly want 

California,all periods 
Nevada, all periods 

Oregon - Early through 1890's 
Plus Alaska, Hawaii, Arizona, Colo. 

Also fancy cancels, on or off cover. 

WILL TRADE 

covers or older stamps of U.S. and 
British Empire. 

ROSS 
Box 98 Oakdale, Calif . 

NEW MEXICO TERRITORIAL$ 

Many types of a given post office 
and many post office cancellations 
are for sale by a collector. 

J . H. Van Alsburg 
101 W. Marcy Ave. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

W A N T T 0 B U Y 
WILDER'S S/S CO., INTER-ISLAND STEAM NAV. CO. (I.I.S.N.), ETC. PURSER
MARKED HAWAIIAN INTER-ISLAND LOOSE SHIP LETTERS, 1890'S - 1930'S, WITH 
OR WITHOUT "RECEIVED OUTSIDE OF THE MAILS" MARKS . 

ALSO, WORLD-WIDE, 1890'S - 1920'S, "PACQUEBOT," "VAPOR," "SHIP," 
"PLEINE MER," MARKED SHIP LETTERS. 

DESCRIBE, OR SEND, WITH ASKING PRICE. 

VERNON L. ARDIFF 1570 JACKSON ST. APT. 110 OAKLAND, CALIF.94612 



WESTERN EXPRESS -JULY 1966 Page 38 
-------

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
* 

ADVERTISEMENTS * 
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OLD U. S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

WRITE FOR 

MY FREE SPECIAL LISTS 

THE NEW • • • 
AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG 

PAPER BOUND, POSTPAID $5.00 
HARD COVER, POSTPAID 7.00 

E. N. S AM P S 0 N 

P. 0. Box 162 Hammond, N. Y. 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

J 0 H N H 0 W E L L 

434 Post Street 
San Francisco, California 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN 

THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction 

sell 
your collection to 
us or through us. 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

WESTERN COVER AUCTION 

IN PREPARATION 

SUITABLE MATERIAL SOLICITED 

FOR AUCTION OR CASH PURCHASE 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 

ROBERT LEWENTHAL 

1700 Broadway 

San Francisco, Calif . 94109 

Telephone 776-4767 
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