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EDITOR'S CORNER 

We thought we could give you at this time the entire program of the coming third 
general assembly of the Western Cover Society, to be held simultaneously with the 
annual big Westpex show at the Jack Tar Hotel in San Francisco on April 26th, 27th 
and 28th, 1968. However, the committee has not worked out all of the details as 
yet . There are a few things we can tell you now and the rest will be told in detail 
in the January issue . 

We want as many of our members as possible to assemble herA for the interesting 
seminars that we expect to hold . We also want as many members as possible to 
exhibit in the one hundred frames reserved for us. Now is the time to make up your 
minds to attend or at least let me know whether you will exhibit. This is a lot of 
frames to fill, so please do not let us down. 

Bob Lewenthal' s cover auction at the April show should be an outstanding one . 
Please send him material now so we can be assured of another important feature to 
attract our members to attend. The repartee alone that takes place during our local 
auctions is well worth hearing . It is better than any T . V. show . Our local auctions 
are relaxing despite the seriousness of bidding . "There's ne'er a dull moment." 

I call your attention to Dave Jarrett's article in this issue. It shows what express
ing an opinion in Western Express can do to bring out further facts. That is part 
of research, and after all that is what Western Express is-for. 

Many thanks again to the Bakers for that fine index of Western Express . However, 
I have a personal bone to pick with them. On Page 4 they have "Jr" listed after my 
name as being the past president and current editor and writer since 1957, which all 
seems to concern my son more than it does me . So please cross out the "Jr . " His 
only article listed was "California Stood By The Union - Civil War Saga . " 

Dues notices will be out again in December . Please pay as early as possible so 
we can budget ourselves accordingly . The more we collect the better job we can 
give you, so keep in mind the Patron and Sustaining memberships. 

A new list of available back numbers of Western Express will appear in the January 
i ssue . 

It is now the close of my eleventh year as your editor . I am looking forward with 
pleasure to number twelve . As I do so, I leave this thought with you, "Read not 
to contradict and refute, nor to weigh and take for granted . . .. but to weigh and 
consider . " - Bacon 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

NEW MEMBERS 

#496 Robert F. Danner, 6 Bradford Road, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 02181 
Collects - General interest only. 

#497 Austin P. Haller, M.D . 101 So . Prairie Ave., Inglewood, Ca. 90301 
#498 Guy Prescott, 8475 Kirkwood Drive, Los Angeles, Ca. 90046 

Collects early U.S. & Confederate covers, Stampless to 1890. 
#499 Henry M. Stelman III, Box 488, Lexington, Mass . 02173 

Dealer in U.S. covers - Collects New Hampshire stampless to 1861. 

CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP 

#463 David R. Silberman - from regular to patron. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

# 38 Franke. Burns, 112 KSt., San Rafael, Ca. 94901 
# 54 B. M. Yergen, 811 Brighton Ave . , Oregon City, Ore. 97045 
# 58 Frank Sankey, 368 Bush St., 8an Francisco, Ca. 94104 
#130 Gregory Mozian, 147 W. 42nd St., New York, N.Y. 10036 
#367 Pomona Public Library, P. 0. Box 2271, Pomona, Ca. 91766 
#450 James W. Milgram, M.D. 550 Broadway, Baltimore, Md. 21205, Apt. 505 

*************************** 

ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

In the last issue David L. Jarrett reported on a Breckinridge U. T . (pre - Colorado 
territory) discovery. It now appears that the manuscript marking reads "Breckenridge 
U. T." What Jarrett initially thought was a dot over the first "i" was in fact a fly 
spot; hence the letter was an "e" and the marking read "Breckenridge." (See new 
article this issue). 

NEW BOOKS 

David L. Jarrett calls our attention to four new books written by Guy Reed Ramsey 
on Washington Postal history: 

"1963 Annual, Clark County History" Write to Fort Vancouver Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 1834, Vancouver, Wash. 98663 $2.10 postpaid. 

"1964 Grant County Postmarks, Washington" Write to John R. Powers, 
529 D Street SW Ephrata, Wa. 98823 $2.25 postpaid. 

"Postmarked Washington" "Klickitat, Benton & Franklin Counties" 
Write to The Goldendale Sentinal, Goldendale, Wa 98620 $2.50 postpaid. 

"Postmarked Washington, Okanogan County" Write to Omak Chronicle, 
Box 553, Omak, Wa . $2.25 postpaid. 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES 

THE BRECKENBRIDGE, COLORADO TERRITORY ERROR DISCOVERY 

By David L. Jarrett 

In the last issue I reported on a heretofore unrecorded Breckenridge, U. T. (pre
Colorado territory) cover . {1) This time, another Breckenridge (sometimes spelled 
Breckfnridge) discovery will be written up for the record. This particular cover 
was uncovered a few years ago in a generally multilated correspondence. It was 
a stampless patriotic cover postmarked BRECKINBRIDGE/C. T/AUG/3 (1861) . The 
enclosure was headed "French Gulch Aug. 1, 1861 . " 

Discovery copy of the BRECKINBRIDGE/C. T. error 

Vavid L. J~~ Cotl~ction 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES (Cont ' d) 

The dealer who originally purchased the correspondence initi ally thought that this 
cover was a nice example of the well known BRECKIN RIDGE/C. T handstamp that 
was used from October 1861 to the very early 1870's. He subsequently gave it to 
one of his major customers as a gift. It was not until six months later that the new 
owner discovered to his amazement that there was a "B" between Breckin and ridge I 

making it an unrecorded territorial hand stamp. 

Upon checking historical sources 1 no references whatsoever could be found on 
Breckinbridge 1 even though many articles had been written on Breckenridge. An in
spection of the covers in the two-way correspondence addressed .!Q.. Breckenridge 
turned up an interesting fact --namely 1 of the six surviving covers addressed to 
Breckenridge 1 one of them was addressed to "Breckenbridge 1 Colorado Territory." 
The six covers are listed below: 

From: ---
1 . Marion C. Chamberlain 

Pecatonica 
Illinois 
May 18 1 1861 

2. Pecatonica 
Illinois 
June 6 1 1861 

3. No postmark 1 

only 2 grids 
ona3¢ '57 

4 . Pecatonica 
Illinois 
August 17 I 1861 

5. Pecatonica 
Illinois 
Sept. 3 1 1861 

6. Beloit 
Wisconsin 
October 24, 1861 

To: 

Albert W. Pillsbury 
"Breckenridge 
Utah Territory 

"Breckenridge 
Utah Territory. " 

"Breckenridge I 
Colorado 
Territory 

"Breckenridge 1 

Colorado 
Territory 

"Breckenridge 1 

Colorado 
Territory" 

"Bre ckenbridge 
Colorado 
Territory" 

Receiver notations: 

"Lysander 1 May 8th 1861" 
"Answered July 30/61" 

"Answered June 30/61" 

"Lysander 1 July 7th 
1861. II 
"Answered July 30/61" 

"Answered Sept. 8 - 1861" 
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A year later, in 1869, a tiny portion of the removed "B" started to reappear. This 
can be seen in this cover. 

(N. Leo~d P~~on Coltect£on) 

In the very early 1870s, more of the missing "B" started to register. The cover 
shown here is the latest recorded usage of this particular marking and is struck in 
blue, possibly in 1871 (from other covers in the same correspondence). 

(Vavid L. J~ett Coltection) 
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TERRITORIAL TIMES (Cont'd) 

From this two-way correspondence 1 it is evident that Miss Marion C. Chamberlain 
received the BRECKINBRIDGE/C.T letter between September 3 and October 241 1861. 
It is also evident that the Breckenridge postmaster must have received this hand
stamp just prior to August 3 1 having used a manuscript before that time . (the latest 
manuscript Breckinridge C . T. is dated June 15 1 1861 1 according to Chase and 
Cabeen.) 

The Breckinbridge hands tamp was probably used for around three months. Only 
three other covers have been recorded 1 the latest being dated October 19 on a 3¢ 
• 57. (2) Sometime between October 19 and the end of October the error was correct
ed because Tracy Simpson has recorded a BRECKIN RIDGE/OCT ? ? /C. T. on a 3¢ 
'57. (3) The Breckinbridge handstamp was most probably simply changed over to 
read Breckin ridge by the removal of the second "B". The corrected hand stamp was 
used for at least a decade . . Late usages of the. corrected marking show varying port
ions of the removed "B" 1 which was caus.ed by the pos tmark having become worn 
after years of use. 

Illustrated here is an example of the corrected handstamp which was used in 1868. 
Note the complete omission of the second "B" . 

(Ray L. Newbunn J~. Cofl~ction) 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF BRECKENRIDGE, COLORADO IN THE 1860's 

(S.ta.te. H-U.to!Uc.ai. Soue.:ty on Co.toJta.do Photo) 

Samuel Bowles described the town in his book Our New West {1869) as " ... a 
village of twenty cabins 1 ten thousand feet high among the mountains ... " Albert 
W. Pillsbury 1 in a letter dated July 5 1 1861 1 to Miss Marion C. Chambeilain 1 wrote 
that "Breckenridge is a large city -- about 20 inhabitants ! ! ! " Pillsbury moved to 
Breckenridge in May of 1861 . His letter to Chamberlain dated "French Gulch Utah 
Territory May 12 1 1861 stated:" •.. we have moved from what is in this country a 
comfortable home 1 into a wilderness. We have not yet got our cabin finished 1 and 
might as well live out doors, as to live as we are." "Direct your letters to Brecken
ridge Utah Territory." "Letters will come to Breckenridge by the U. S. Mail." 
Later he asked Chamberlain in a letter headed "French Gulch Aug. 1 1 1861" 1 to 
" ... send no more letters in care of the C.O.C. & P . P Express{.) This is not asgood 
here in the mountains as the U.S. Mail" (letters courtesy of John A. Fox) 
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Illustrated on this and the next page is a photo comparison of the ori ginal BRECKIN
BRIDGE/C. T error and the latest recorded usage of the corrected Breckin ridge version. 
Note how worn the latter handstamp had become and the traces of the removed "B". 

Vetail pho~o o6 ~he BRECKINBRIVGE/C.T e~o~ handotamp 

, ... 
'· : .. .{j ; "' 
.•• •. ';."'§ ;..:JI 

Vetail pho~o o6 ~he eo~ected BRECKIN RIVGE/C.T. hand6tamp. Note that ~he ~0moved 
"B" WM .6.:t.aJr.;Ung to ~eappeM beeau.o e ~he hand6tamp had . beeome wo~n. 

~"!' 

' 
y , 

"' . • , . 
• , 

; • 

( '-.I St~.;P 
\ ~ 1 ' I 

\¢1> 
c .. \. .t 

I 
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Vetail photo on th~ BRECKINBRIVGE/C.T ~o~ hand6tamp 

Ve..:taA.l. photo on th~ c.oM~c:t~d BRECKIN RIVGE/C. T hand6tamp. Not~ that th~ ~emov~d 
"B" WM .6.taJr.;t,i.ng to lt~pp~ b~c..a.u6 ~ th~ hand¢ tamp had b~c.om~ woltn . 
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As a footnote item 1 this express cover is a companion piece to the BRECKINRIDGE/ 
C. T/AUG/3 cover. 

(Robe!t-t A. Sie.gef. ~toc.f<.) 

The enclosure is also headed French Gulch and is dated July 15 1 1861. The fact 
that the enclosures of the two covers were written only two weeks apart -- one sent 
by private express and one by the government mails - - suggests the possibility that 
the Breckinbridge hand stamp arrived after the July 15 letter was posted. Further 
substantiation can be surmised by the fact that Albert Pillsbury indicated the routing, 
"Care of the C.O . C & P.P Express/St. Joseph Mo . " 1 at a later time because of the 
darker ink of the routing notation. This darker ink appears very similar if not identi
cal to the ink of the mss. "Paid 3 Cts" on the August 3 cover 1 which was applied at 
the Breckenridge post office . Perhaps Pillsbury went to the Breckenridge post office 
in mid July and found the government mails not running too regularly; hence he may 
have been compelled to send his letter by express 1 paying 30¢. 

In any event 1 evidence would seem to indicate that the Breckinbridge error hand
stamp was probably in use for less than two weeks on August 3; hence this August 3 
usage would be ex tremely early -- maybe a first day 1 considering the regularity of 
the mails then 1 who knows? 
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FOOTNOTES: 

1. In the last issue a manuscript Breckinridge U . T . (pre-Colorado Territory) 
cover was reported . The marking actually reads "Breck~nridge U . T." 
What initially appeard to be a dot over the first "i" was in fact a fly spot; 
hence the letter was an "e" and the marking read Breckenridge. This con
fusion was supported by the fact that the Dr . Carroll Chase inventory lists 
two Breckenridge manuscripts -- a Breckenridge C . T dated May 1 1 1861 
and a Breckinridge C.T dated June 15 1 1861. The confusion was compounded 
by the fact that the first Breckenridge handstamp read Breckinridge 1 the second 
marking read Brecki.n ridge 1 and later statehood usages read Breckenridge . To
day's spelling is Breckenridge. 

2. Three other Breckinbridge error markings have subsequently come to light. 
They are listed below: 

1. AUG 3 stampless "Paid6" in mss . to Webster Station P .R. R. 
1 

Missouri. Latter dated 1861 . (Carl Ott collection) 

2 . SEP 21 stampless "Paid 3" in mss . to Mton 1 New York. 
Letter headed "Georgia Gulch Sept 18/61." 

3. OCT 19 on a patriotic I 3¢ '57 tied to Hazardville 1 

Connecticut . (N . L .. Persson collection) 

3. See U.S . 1851-60 Chronicle, October 15 1 1958 1 page 4. 

Editor's Note: The beautiful cover photography in this article was done 
gratis by the author 1 David L. Jarrett . 
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER 

By The Editor 

For many years we have published "Contents of the Letter" as we feel it brings a 
reading interest I while not strictly philatelic I yet it is closely associated with 
philately because withoutthe.letterthere would be no philately. So far most of the 
letters have dealt with early mining methods and hardships in the gold rush period. 
Recently a letter was given me of a later era of San Francisco that is so interest
ing that we pass it on for your enjoyment. 

Palace Hotel, San Francisco Aug 3, 1883 

My Dear Baby - When I wrote to Lida last I said I would write you next I for I am 
not right sure that she permits .Y2.!:!. to see all the spooney nonsense I write her . 
I am necessarily reserving much that we have seen to tell about for it is impossible 
to write it. - This city is traversed by what is called cable roads . A wire rope under 
the street is constantly going by machinery at a central point around a large cylinder 
going one way and returning another. A street car has a clamp or catch which runs 
along a crack about one inch wide in the ground I of course you cannot see any of 
the machinery. The Chinaman says "No pushy, no pully go like helly all a samey." 

We can go about 7 to 10 miles in any direction for five cts. Yesterday we went 
along the bay shore clear down to the inlet which is called the Golden Gate openi ng 

· into the Pacific. There are some of the most magnificent buildings here I ever saw 
but the whole city needs a coat of paint . The color of all the houses are about the 
color of Frank Doughtys. 

The Chinaman is everywhere 1 but particularly frequent in what is called China town 
which is right in the centre of the city and accupies about as much space as from 
Vine St to Main and from Buck St, to 4th . When you get in China town you are in 
the most quiet part for they make no noise, scarcely speak to each other on the 
street . Any one can walk into any part of their stores or houses and they dont let 
on they see you . Night before last 5 or 6 of us went through the whole town 1 in 
their cook houses 1 bed rooms 1 stores 1 restaurants, drug stores, Theatres and opium 
dens . Their work shops 1 a room the size of our dining room will hold fifty tailors 
with the ir machines, or as many shoemakers. -A room the size of our kitchen pantry 
will be divided in two stories and have four in each room and that is the way they live. 
We looked in hundreds of such places under ground and on top. -A house is divided 
all up with alley ways not quite large enough for me to walk through and when we 
came to a China man going the other way he stooped down and we stepped over him . -
These opium dens and cook rooms send out a peculiar sicking oder the smoking opium 

1 

smoke from the ir furnaces 1 and filth . They are the dirtiest people on the face of the 
earth. The oder is still in my clothes. There are about thirty thousands of these 
beasts here and about three hundred women . The theatre I cannot describe on paper. 
There is no barn in Millville which would not be superior for their purpose than the 
Theatres· we were in. 

The pipes they use for smoking opium is about two feet long and an inch wide. Near 
one end is a peculiar shaped stone with a very small hole in it. The China man lays 
on his side with his head on a hard wooden block for a pillow 

1 
a small tray lays in-
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER (Continued) 

side him with a little cup of opium, which is in a semi-fluid condition about like 
thick molasses. He also has on the tray a pin like a shawl pin, on the end of which 
he takes up a quantity of opium a little larger than a pea, holds it over a small 
lamp which gives no light and cooks it. It boils and spatters and swells up. Then 
he rolls it on the stone on his pipe until he gets it in the shape of a cone. He then 
pushes the pin in the hole on his pipe, pushes the opium d own and draws out the 
pin and it is ready to light. He holds it, by turning sideways , over the little lamp 
and puffs away, drawing the smoke in his mouth and forcing it out through his nose 
until it is all burned up, which lasts about one or two minutes when he makes another, 
and thus they continue until they go to sleep when they lay there undisturbed two or 
three days. 

They do not put the pipe in the mouth, they put it against it which t urns the lips ou t 
ward. Their mouths remain that shape all the time and is very suggestive that they 
were raised on the bottle . 

In our party is Gov. Murry of Utah and Gov. Crittenden of Missouri. This morning 
I asked Gov. Murray which of the two evils he would destroy first and he thought 
Mormani sm was worse than the China man - I doubt it very much. 

Malferd and I have still our overcoats on. We have abandoned the idea of going to 
the Yosemite Valley - It takes a weeks ride in a stage 180 miles and costs l 00 dollars -
We think now we will go to Oregon on Tuesday and be back the latter part of the 
week - The K. T'S are receiving much attention. Committees go to meet every train 
from the East from 50 to l 00 men. 

It takes a whole week for a letter to go and a week to come. So if you write you 
will have to mail as early as the 18th after that I wont get it - Kind regards to Frank 
& Lew and Joe - I reed Lida 's letter dated the 26th that is the last. I know she has 
written more for she said so, but I have only received two, one at Denver and one 
here - Be a good girl and I will love you - Give lots of love to Lida -

Papa 

The above letter is postmarked San Francisco, Aug 3 1 3 P.M. a nd on the 
reverse a Millville 1 New Jersey 1 receiving mark of August 10 1 1 A.M. 

Editor's Note: As a native San Franciscan it behooves me to explain that 
while we still have a few cable cars 1 mostly for the benefit 
of the tourists, our Chinatown is clean and its citizens 
of highest character. Josh houses and opium dens no 
longer exist. We natives are proud of our great city and 
its pioneer background. 
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RECENT FORGERIES OF WESTERN COVERS 

By. W. Scott Polland, M.D. 

For several months the Expertizing Committee of Western Cover Society has been 
seeing forgeries of rare western covers. They are all of a similar character and 
made in a similar manner. Basically, an unused genuine stamped envelope, or 
an unused envelope to which stamps are added, is used. They are addressed in 
modern handwriting, although the names and addresses of a well known corres
pondence are often used 1 and on these envelopes are imprinted by a photo-litho
graphic process 1 copies of rare express or postal markings. The handstamps 
usually measure the same as the originals. The inks are fuzzy or mottled in appear
ance, the colors are not true, particularly the blues which are much too deep and 
brilliant. On careful examination the hands tamp seems to float on the surface of 
the paper, and the edges of the hands tamp appear t o be irregular in appearance , 
and not to have the natural impression of a metal handstamp on paper. In spite 
of these errors, the general appearance is excellent, and many experts have been 
fooled. Anyone having a superb rare western cover should view it with suspicion, 
unless authenticated by the Philatelic Foundation. 

The following are a few illustrations of these forgeries; a number of others have 
been seen. 

Le.a.venwo!Lth C{;ty a.nd P J..k.u Pe.a.k. ExpltU.6 -
CUtci.e_ o 6 Le.a.ve.nwo!Lth K. T. J..-6 no.t .ttw.e.. 

IUI.L6.tlta.,t{_on # I II 

1(. /:knJ«-llf,tt. 

ilue ~&.L 

Ce.n-t!tal Ovenland a.n.d Pike..o Pe.ak Explte.-6.6 
N,Lc.e f..oofUn.g, mode.Jtn han.dw.tU._.t..i_ng. 

I U1.L6 -t!tcc..Uo n. # II 

Jonu & RI.L6.6e.ll PJ..k.u Pe.a.k. Exp)[<Z-.6.6. 
B.tue. ScU..n.t J o.o e.ph ha..o a.n J..Jtlte.gu.ta.Jt 
wet e.. 

Pony Exp!tUf.J - Sa.c.Jtame.n.to Handf.J.tamp 
S~f..alt .to Knapp Lo.t 1551. S.t. Jo.6eph 
ve.1t4 fiuzzu and a .6ic.k£u aJteen. 
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RECENT FORGERIES OF WESTERN COVERS (Cont'd) 

I .tf..u6 .t!ta;t,(_o n # V 

Pony Exp~~~ - San F~n~eo 

R~e type via Nie~agua 

U.f.M.t!ta;t,{_on # IX 

Ten een.t We.Lt6 FaJtgo Pony ~tamp. 
CaMon City and V~gJ..nia City ~e 
7 4 ~~ apMt, no need 6 o~ thA..-6 
Jtoute. Onf.y one eve~t .6 een. Unique 
6o~ef!..IJ. 

Two doll~ W~ F~go Pony Exp~~.6 
~tamp, Pony Exp~~~ - San F~an~eo. 
Well known eo~~pondenee J..n mode~tn 
handw~ng. 

1 liM .ttta,Uo n # VII I 

~ 1111 It' r~t t'1tA._ ,f/~c~1.,_, 
jf,j;r/Jrr . 

/ ·t) )1/t;v~ 
Anothe~t ~e type via- NJ..~g ua -
Lef.and. (A Beauty?) 

IilM~a.tion # X 

Twenty-fiJ..ve cent Weil-6 F~go Pony 
with oval. Well-6 F~go San F!tanweo 
handotamp~ (A Beauty ?) • Note hand
w~ng ofi IX and X. 
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RECENT FORGERIES OF WESTERN COVERS (Cant 'd) 

IliMVl.a.tion # XI 

Langton' .6 Twen:ty- Mve c.ent adhe~.Jive. 
(Ano.the~ Beau.ty?) 

Co£c~ed J.Jtage eoaeh - Ov~and Via 
Lo.6 Angef.e-6. 

1 UU!.> Vz.a.tiu n # XV 
-~!""-'"'"""!~-

Po~to66ie~ Vie.to~a V.I. eanc.elling 
Vido~a J.Jtamp - nev~ done u.nf.eM 
c.ov~ .too J.Jmaf.£ .to ac.c.ommoda.te hand
J.damp. Again note handw~ting #IX, 
X, XII and XV. 

IUU!.>~on # XII 

Pac.ifiic. Stage and Exp~e.J.JJ.J Company en
velope. MMy~ville Paid By StampJ.J -
Vid not e~t on the 1861 ~~ue. Note 
handw~ng IliMVl.a.tion-6 IX, X, XII 

IUU!.>~on # XIV 

Twelve Cent 1851 8.-Ued - Via NieMa.gua. 
Han~tamp~ ~imif.M to Lot #7449 - Knapp 
.6af.e. 

PoJ.Jto66ic.e Vido~a in p~ope~ poJ.Jition, 
th~ee c.~nt envelop~ and nive een.t b~own 
and .two eent bf.aek jack c.anc.ef.f.ed by Weli!.J 
FMgo - Vie.to~a. No:te. han.dw~ng #III, 
V, XI and XVI. 



...-----
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RECENT FORGERIES OF WESTERN COVERS (Cont 1d) 

It is obvious from these illustrations that the creator of these images was not an 
amateur I but was an individual with a widespread knowledge of philatelic and 
postal history I and who had access to many rare covers from which he made 
copies. He also had basic materials such as unused U.S. entries 1 unused 
express covers I unused pony express stamps 1 etc. The distorted perverted 
mind who peddled this junk was looking only for one kind of person; known as 
a sucker ! ! Don tt be a sucker 1 get a Philate lic Foundation Certificate 1 no matter 
who guarantees the cover. Guarantees by individuals may mean nothing when it 
comes to getting your money back. 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES 
By A. Jay Hertz 

I. P. HAVEN AND HIS EXPRESSES. 

Page 18 

Raven's first express, was one in partnership with C. Livingston, as Haven & 
Livingston's Foreign andlnland Express in Sept. 1849. This was established at 
San Francisco and operated between the West and East coast, connecting with 
Livingston, Wells & Co. in NewYork. 

The following are notices in Alta California , between April 12 , 1849 and July 16, 
1850: 

"New York and California Express 
Haven and Livingston, in conjunction with Livingston, Wells & Co., 
announce their readiness to receive parcels, packages, gold dust 
and bullion to forward to the principal places in the interior of the 
Atlantic States and ports in the Pacific. Drafts on any part of the 
Union supplied. 
April 12, 1849." 14-4t 

And from the same: 

"Haven & Livingston 1 San Francisco 1 in conjunction with Livingston, 
Wells & Co. I New York ., will receive, forward and insure gold dust 
to the United States and Europe, etc. 
Drafts in sums to suit purchasers on New York, Boston and Philadelphia. 
Packages and parcels taken until the latest hour. Consignee's letters 
taken free. 

Haven & Livingston, 
Central Wharf, San Francisco. " 

Finally, the dis solution. notice in the Daily Alta California, July 16, 1850: 

"The Co-partnership heretofore existing between Haven & Livingston, is 
this day dissolved by mutual consent. The business of the late firm 
will be settled by J. P. Haven. 

I. P. Haven 1 

C. Livingston." 

Haven continued by himself and a notice in the Daily Pacific News (San Francisco), 
August 1 1 1850 reads: 

"Haven & Co.'s Express. We shall dispatch a Messenger per steamer, 
Panama, 1st of August and forward parcels, packages, etc. , to all parts 
of the United States .... 
jy30-3t Haven & Co., 

Montgomery St. " 



....---
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I. P. HAVEN AND HIS EXPRESSES (Cont'd) 

A like notice appeared on the 12th and the 15th. In Alta 1 California 1 Aug. 24, 
1850 1 there is an advertisement: 

"Haven & Co.'s Foreign and Inland Express. 
Will receive .... letters 1 etc. 1 forward and insure the same to all parts 
of the U. S . and Europe . .. . 
Office in Sacramento I Front St. San Francisco 1 Montgomery St . " 

But for the omission of the Livingston name 1 the title of the express is the same 
as it was at first. In a short while 1 many of the large expresses had· started and 
competition becoming severe, Haven was forced out. 

AUCKLEY & MAURISON'S EXPRESS 

This company started on or before April 1850. They ran their line from San.Francisco 
to Pueblo de San Jose. The first notice in Alta California I is found in the is sue 
of April 12 1 1850: 

"Stage Line to. San Jose. VVe learn that Messrs . Ackley & Maurison 
have established a regular line of stages to run between San Francisco 
and the Pueblo de San Jose. The first stage started from the St.Francis 
Hotel on Sunday morning at 7 o'clock. It is the intention of the pro
prietors to run a daily line as soon as they can complete arrangements." 

They seem to have been the only line running to San Jose. From the same paper 1 

May 27, 1850: 

"New arrange ments . The U . S. Mail Line of Stages are the only line 
of daily stages now running to San Jose. " 

Ackley & Mauri son." 

The roads being level, the weather good and the drivers proficient , the line made 
excellent time. From the Daily Journal of Commerce, April 6, 1850: 

" .... The stages performed the trip .... in four hours less time than 
the steamer." (Trip between San Francisco and San Jose). 

Inasmuch as they had the whole route to themselves, it was only natural f:or them 
to extend it. Soon it reached Monterey. From same, Sept . 5, 1850: (Alta 
California) . 

"Editorial. We learn that Messrs. Ackley & Maurison are about to 
extend their line of coaches from San Francisco to Monterey . This 
i s but another of those steps that will assist in creating the equili
brium in business and other affairs throughout California which is so 
greatly to be desired." 

This is the last item that this writer has found . Further search may reveal the 
end of this story. 
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (Cont 'd) 

NEWELL & CO.'S EXPRESS 

Newell & Co.'s Express was an off-shoot of Todd & Co., which it a bs orbed, 
appearing on the California scene in the first years of the gold rush period. 

The operators of this express were two partners, L. W. Newell and E. W. Colt. 
They had been partners of Todd . They started their own company, in Oct. 1851. 
They connected with Adams & Co. and the Adams sattellite 1 Cram, Rogers & Co. 
With these connections, Newell covered every section of the state, the East 
and Europe. 

From the Portland Oregonian, Dec . 6, 18-51: 

"E. W. Colt and L. W. Newell, formerly partners in the firm of Todd 
& Co., having purchased the entire interest of Mr. A. Todd in said 
firm, it is therefore dissolved . The business will continue under 
the name and firm of Newell & Co. E. W. Colt and L. W. Newell. " 

The same notice appeared in the other Portland papers. Newell first operated in 
the southern mines, operating from Stockton and later, in and about Portland, 
Oregon City and Salem, in the Wilamette Valley. Now it was called Newell & 
Co's Oregon and California Express. 

From The Spectator, Oregon City, Oct. 28, 1851: 

"Newell & Co.'s Express. For the transportation of .... 
Packages of every description, we despatch an express semi
monthly per U.S. Mail Steamer Columbia .... 

E. W. Colt, Stockton; L. W. Newell, Sonora." 

In Nov. 8, 1851, this company was bought out by Adams & Co., but the partners 
remained i n Stockton as agents for the larger company. The ad for the Stockton 
office reads: 

"Adams & Co.'s Express and Banking Offices. 
Stockton, Sonora, Moke lumne Hill, Columbia, Mariposa, etc. 
Daily express to and from all the above offices for the transmission 
of Gold Dust, Freight and Packages of every description. 

NEWELL & COMPANY, Agents, 
Centre Street, 

Stockton 

Evidently that was the end of the firms activities in Stockton, and in California. 
They moved their office to Oregon, for a month and a half later 

1 
on De cember 13 , 

1851 , the Oregonian has the following ad: 

"Newell & Co.'s Express. For all parts of Oregon and California 
and to all parts of the Atlantic States in connection with Adams & Co." 
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NEWELL & CO . 'S EXPRESS (Cont'd) 

Also in the same paper, Jan . 27, 1852: 

"Newell & Co.'s Express . An express will be despatched daily 
between Portland and Oregon City, per Steamers Washington and Eagle, 
also from Portland and Oregon City to Salem, Marysville and other 
towns on the river by every trip of the Steamers Multnomah and Cantmah. 

N. Brown , Agt. , Portland , 
S. E . May , Agt. , Salem . " 

And so Newell and Colt who, with Todd, one of the first expressmen in California 1 

appearing early on the scene 1 now seemed to fade out of the picture. Items in 
the papers about this firm and their ads, appear less frequently and finally dis
appear altogether. 

There is no known printed frank for this company (the first express companies 
usually had handstamps) . The Oregon handstamp of this company 1 was a small 
oval, doubleline, with "Newell & Co.'s" on the first line, "Express" on the 
second line and "Oregon" on the third line . 

NICHOLS & CO.'S EXPRESS 

In 1858, C. P . Nichols and Edward Ludlow ran an express from San Francisco to 
San Jose, via San Mateo, operating under the name of Nichols Express. Their 
main office was in San Francisco . This was a daily express. They also ran a 
semi-monthly express to Oregon and the Northern coast, stopping en route, at 
Crescent City. Nichols Express connected with the Alta Express Co . for the 
Atlantic States 1 Europe and the West coast of South America. 

From the Weekly Oregonian, April 24 1 1858~. 

"Nichols & Co.'s California and Oregon Express. Office at 
McLaughlin & Co . 's whole sale liquor store 1 Front St. , Portland. 
Connecting with Freeman & Co .'s Express and Alta Express Co . to 
Northern and Southern mines . Would respectfully solicit a share 
of the public patronage. 
17-2m James Me Laughlin, Agent." 

Soon they were in the good graces of the newspapers, which netted them some 
free advertising . From the Daily Morning Call, June 8, 1858: · 

"Item. Nichols & Co.'s Express . We are indebted to this express 
for papers received by the "Santa Cruz. " 

In June of 1858 I the gold rush in British Columbia had gained everyone's attention. 
Sensing the demand for express service and only Wells Fargo (later Freeman, also), 
being on the scene, Nichols decided that they 1 also, would get in: on the profits. 
At any rate 1 they tried, linking themselves with Freeman & Co. From the Evening 
Bulletin, June 16, 1858: 



WESTERN EXPRESS - OCTOBER 1967 

A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (Cont'd) 

NICHOLS & CO.'S EXPRESS (Cont'd) 

"Nichols & Co.'s Express for Bellingham Bay and the Frazer River , 
will be forwarded by every steamer in charge of special messengers. 
A share of the public patronage is solicited. Office with Freeman & 
Co~ s European Express, 124 Montgomery St. ... " 
Jul- lm 
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Not content with results, they took a larger advertisement in the Daily San Fran
cisco Times, June 29, 1858: 

"Nichols & Co.'s Express for Frazer River Gold Mines. 
Messrs. Nichols & Co. dispatch by every steamer in charge of Special 
Messenger an express for Letters, Papers, Packages, Parcels and 
Bullion, etc. , etc. 
Port Townsend, Victoria, Scheme 1 Whatcom (Bellingham Bay) and the 
various ports on the sound. 
They will also connect with a reliable express for the various camps 
and bars on the Frazer River 1 carrying small packages, letters 1 etc. 
to the various Bars and Camps on the river, (for the present) as far 
as Fort Yale . 
A liberal share of patronage is solicited. 
Office with Freeman & Co.'s Atlantic and European Express 1 

No. 124 Montgomery St., Cor. of Sacramento." jul-3-lm. 

A search through the various British Columbia newspapers 1 reveals no advertise
ments of Nichols &Co. They seemed to have expressed from San Francisco to 
Victoria; not farther. This appeal for public patronage 1 did not seem to have much 
effect, for they soon were back in the districts they knew best. From Weekly 
Oregonian, Sept. 4, 1858: 

"Ni chols & Co.'s California and Oregon Express. 
Office at Randall's Music Store, First St., be t. Washington 
and Alder, Portland. 
Connecting with Freeman & Co.'s Atlantic and European Express 
and Alta Express Co. 
Forward letters, packages .... 

E. G. Randall, Agent. " 

Nichols frank showed a dog guarding a safe, with a steamboat, yacht, a bridge 
and some buildings in the distance. Above, the words, "Nichols & Co.'s Express," 
and below, the word, "Paid. " 

The hand stamps were two, an oval and an oblong. The latter, "Nichols & Co.'s I 
Express I Paid," the top line curving in semi-circular fashion, the others, straight. 
The oval, "Nichols & Co.'s I Express I San Francisco," the upper and lower curv
ing with the outline, the word, "Express 

1
" straight. 

Nichols & Co. probably sold out to E. W. Tracy in 1858, as the run from Portland 
to Jacksonville, was the same. In California, they were succeeded by the American 
Express, who adopted their frank, which in every way, is the same. 
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AUCTION ACTION 

By N. Leonard Persson 

A news scout for Auction Action has related an incident which just has to be shared 
with all the W. C. S. membership . It illustrates how the auction principle can solve 
the problem we, as collectors 1 so often create when the other guy has got some
thing that "belongs" in our collection, and he is too selfish to let you have it. We 
think the other guy also is so narrow minded that he thinks you have the obligation 
to cough up related items to add to his holdings! 

Two of our members, at least one of whom must be a genius, solved such a problem 
a few weeks ago in the following manner. (Names will not be given and some data 
will be changed slightly -- not that the camouflage will be so effective so as not to 
disclose the identity of these characters -- but to prevent your editor from being 
sued in case either of the participants knows a good lawyer!} 

Both "Kent" and "Gary" collected covers in the same category, and both had about 
a dozen gems the other needed. All efforts to beg, borrow, swap or steal on the 
part of either apparently had gone awry for many months. Neither could sleep at 
night . When all efforts had failed to relieve the crisis, the following was propos
ed: Each would put his dozen gems 1 so sorely needed by the other, in a common 
stack. Then the bidding would commence between the two, the highest bidder be
coming the owner of all two dozen covers (half of which were already his} by pay
ing the loser the bid price . To add zest to the proceedings any outside person was 
invited to participate; but if he were successful, he would have to pay twice the 
amount bid plus a "fee" of $50.00. If the outsider were the successful bidder, the 
amount he paid then would be equally divided between the original owners. 

Well, the "auction" proceded according to plan, and whether Kent or Gary got the 
covers does not really matter. It is sufficient to say no outside bidder met the 
terms of entering this auction. However, this technique seems to offer an original 
approach in maintaining speaking terms between two good 1 competitive collector 
friends. Anybody for Colorado territorials? 

It is with some reluctance we include prices in this issue from Bob Lewenthal 's 
May sale. Imagine, 182 out of 201 cover lots exclusively for California collectors! 
But he has promised to have something in October for almost all of us. So here 
we go again (Lewenthal included} ~ 

ALASKA 
JUNEAU, ALASKA, 1921, ExF flag cancel on P. card 
AMALGA, ALASKA, 1909, ExF strike on torr.env. mining C.C. 
SKAGWAY & JUNEAU R. P.O. "North", 1910, fuzzy strike, letter 
GYPSUM, ALASKA, 1912, ExF strike on postcard 

Severy 
II 

II 

II 

SUMOUM, ALASKA, 1899, good strike on clipped cover, CC & Ltr II 

ARIZONA 
CAMP GRANT, ARIZONA, 1873, superb magenta eire. on VF cover Herst · 
GOLDROAD, ARIZONA, 1908 ExF strike on postcard Severy 

11.25 
20.00 
16.50 
16.30 
27.50 

22.00 
12.50 
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ARKANSAS 
CANTONMENT GIBSON, 1842, with "Free" on VF stampless 
CHEROKEE CITY, 1883; mss strip of #208 on legal size cv. 

CALIFORNIA 
HORSETOWN, CAL & Paid 10, all in mss on stampless 
BLACK POINT CAL, 1880 in magenta eire, pair #158 tied 
BERRYVALE, CAL in D.C., 1888, ExF Backstamp 
ALLEGHANY, CALIF. ExF Str. line, 1909 cover 
SAN FRAN MARKET ST, RPO, 1903, good strike & cover 
CULLOMA, good strike, bold "10" all in blue on stampless 
GEORGETOWN, clear strike on VF UlO, 1856, Encl. 

Harmer 
Herst 

Zimmerman 
II 

Severy 
" 
II 

Lewenthal 
II 

NEVADA CITY, legible strike ties pair #ll's to folded letter 
from Poor Man's Creek " 

SHASTA, ExF strike ties /Ill to ExF cover, encl. 1858 " 
SPANISH FLAT, "10" & "1854" all in mss, Folded letter " 

headed "American Flat", V.G. " 
LONG BAR, clear strike with 1/65 tied by "Paid 10", F " 
MAXWELL'S CREEK, in ExF small blue eire. on WF U59, VF " 
MISSION SAN JOSE, clear strike with 1165, 1868 Mormon letter,VG-F " 
SILVER MOUNTAIN, good strike with 1168 & 1173 not tied to London " 
SNELLING RANCH in fine dbl. oval, strip of 3 1165 VF " 
FRENCH GULCH, good strike in blue with 3~ green tied F " 
PORT WINE, clear blue strike with 3~ green on F cover " 
VINA with 1876 all in mss with 3¢ green on fine small cv " 
CUFFYS COVE, 1882, clear strike, fine registered cover with 

pair #184 & #185 II 

FULTON WELLS, good strike nice cover but piece out, 11210 not tied " 
1883, ExF strike in blue triple circle ties #182 

& /1183 on fine cover, also fancy shield, letter headed 
"Vernon Ranch" " 

" PINO, 1885, all in mss with #210 on fine cover, letter 
TEHICHIPA, Fine strike with 2 /1210's on nicely repaired cover " 
BALLENA, ExF strike on VF #U314 , 1890's 
BUELL, 1899 ExF strike on VF U 314 

II 

LAGUNA, 1896, good strike with #220 not tied - F cover 
AEROPLANE MAIL SERVICE, Santa Rosa Cal, 1913, in clear purple 

" 

dbl. circle ties 1¢ green /1397 to P.C. 

COLORADO · 
GOMERS MILLS in clear light triple circle with 3~ green 
GOLD HILL, 1882, VF strike on cover with miner's letter 

INDIAN TERRI TORY 
MOUNTAIN, I.T. 1881, in mss with 5#184's on reg. cover 
CAREY'S FERRY, I.T., 1880, in mss with #188 on registered 

3¢ green entire 
OAK LODGE, IND. TERR. registered, H.W. Fannin, P.M., 1883, 

in large purple oval on 3¢ green entire with 2 /1205's 
tied on back 

AL-LU-WE, Ind. Ter . , VF strike on VF 2~ brown ent, 1886 
BLUE JACKET, Ind Ter, 1886, ExF strike with fancy 

hexagon on VF brown entire 

II 

Severy 
II 

Herst 

" 

II 

II 

II 

$95.00 
22.00 

26.00 
20.00 
16.60 
14.00 
12.50 
22.00 
17.50 

17.00 
25.00 

42.00 
42.00 
22.00 
19.50 
32.00 
32.00 
16.50 
13.00 
15.00 

16.00 
27.00 

15.00 
14.50 
27.00 
17.50 
37 .00 
16.00 

51.00 

20.90 
32.50 

65.00 

30.00 

21.00 
27.50 

30.00 
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NEVADA 
BELMONT, 1867 ExF strike on U58, some closed tears 
GARDENERVILLE, 1887, clear strike Ties #213, letter headed 

"12 mile house" 
UNIONVILL, HUMBOLDT CO. 1889 & "2 o'clock in 4 magenta str. 

lines ExF #213 torn into letter encl. 
WARD, 1878, in clear magenta octagon, 3¢ green tied by star 

NEW MEXICO 

Lewenthal 

II 

II 

II 

FORT UNION, N.M. 1867, in rimless circle ties strip of 4 #5's 
to legal size cover Harmer 

OREGON 
LA FAYETTE, YAMHILL CO., OREGON, 1885, in VF magenta oval 

on Fine cover 

TEXAS 
AUSTIN, ExF red str. line on front only to Bexar, mss 4 
BEXAR,in ExF bright red oval to Goliad on front only 
FRANCO EN BEXAR, ExF strike in 3 red str. lines on front 

only to Monclovia 

Severy 

Herst 
II 

II 

BRAZONIA, 1842, "1.00", all in mss on VF stampless to Texana II 

WYOMING 
CHEYENNE CITY, WYO., 1879 with #158 on illus . corner carded 
cover showing cattle, encl. Zimmerman 

Page 25 

19.00 

27..00 

53.50 
57.50 

19.00 

12.00 

65.00 
67.50 

57.50 
45.00 

20.00 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
* ADVERTISEMENTS * 

* 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY 

WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

WRITE FOR 

MY FREE SPECIAL LISTS 

THE NEW . 
AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG 

PAPER BOUND,POSTPAID $5.00 
HARD COVER, POSTPAID 7 . 00 

E. N. S A M P S 0 N 
Addresses 

P . O. Box 162 Hammond, N.Y. 13646 
June thru September 

P . 0. Box 592 Bath, N.Y. 14810 
October thru May 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

J 0 H N H 0 W E L L 

434 Post Street 
San Francisco, California 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN 

THE EATING" 

For immediate action 
and 

everlasting satisfaction 

sell 
your collection to 
us or through us. 

Over thirty years 
of happy relationship 

with clients 
is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

489 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y., 10022 

WANTED TO BUY FOREIGN COVERS 

We are especially interested in 19th 
century & early 20th century of the 
entire world, but will also buy 1st 
flight & first day covers of the more 
modern period. 

We carry one of the largest stock of 
foreign covers and stamps in the U.S. 
Approvals sent per want lists. 

UNITED STATES 

We are also interested in buying 
worthwhile U.S. stamps and covers. 
Want lists also filled on these from 
our large stock. 

WILLIAM 0. BILDEN 
425 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 55401 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* 
* 

ADVERTISEMENTS * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

WESTERN COVERS WANTED: 

Expresses, Ships , Territorial Packets, 
Postmarks, Covers of all types during 
1845-70 period . Letter sheets and 
other Collateral material also desired. 
We can supply Western Material for the 
Collector who is first beginning to 
accumulate Western Covers , and we can 
add rare and choice items to enhance 
the albums of a well known collection, 
anything from a Ghost Town Cover to a 
rare Pony Express Cover. Write and 
let us know your wants or ask for our 
auction catalog which often contains 
fine Western items. 

JOHN A. FOX 
110 West 42nd Street . 
New York 36, N.Y . 

ALWAYS WANT TO BUY 

Choice U. S. stamps and covers 

Autograph letters and documents 
of importance. 

Old maps, broadsides, political, 
philatelic and numismatic items. 

Regular auctions in New York City 

FREE AMERICANA AND AUCTION LISTS 

TO MEMBERS OF WESTERN COVER SOC. 

BRUCE GIMELSON 
FORT WASHINGTON INDUSTRIAL PARK 

FORT WASHINGTON, PENNSYLVANIA 
19034 

Rates per issue are as follows : 
Full page $30.00; half page $15.00 
quarter page $7.50; one-eighth page 
$4.00. Net. Mail direct to: 
M. C. Nathan, Editor 
94 Biscayne Drive 
San Rafael. Calif. 

STILL WANT TO BUY 

WESTERNS - TERRITORIAL$ - RAILROAD 
COVERS 

Particularly want 

California,all periods 
Nevada, all periods 

Oregon - Early through 1890's 
Plus Alaska, Hawaii, Arizona, Colo. 

Also fancy cancels, on or off cover. 

WILL TRADE 

covers or older stamps of U.S. and 
British Empire. 

ROSS 
Box 98 Oakdale, Calif. 

WESTERN COVER AUCTION 

OCTOBER 27th & 28th 1967 

JACK TAR HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

MATERIAL FOR WESTPEX AUCTION 

APRIL 28th 1968 

NOW BEING ACCEPTED 

ROBERT LEWENTHAL 
1700 Broadway 

San Francisco, Calif. 94109 

Telephone 776-4767 
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