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EDITOR'S CORNER

In order to grow we must get new members at a faster pace than just replacing those we have lost.
The Membership Committee cannot do the job alone, they need the help of every member of the
Society. Won't you help?
Another spot where we could use help is the writing of articles of interest to the membership. Our
Society is always ready to help you - what will you do to help your Society?
And speaking of help that is appreicated, how about the great job Dave Baker did in bringing the
index of Western Express right up to date. This was no small task. We thank you, Dave,
most sincerely.

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

New Members
#543

Terence J. Dodson, 4452 West 225 St., Fairview Park, Ohio 44126
Collects Expresses and Panama.
Changes of Address

#370
#387
#411
#525

Harold Schindler, 1803 S. 2500 East, Salt Lake City, Utah 84108
Kenneth Greenberg, 2215 St. James Dr., Santa Barbara, Ca. 93105
W. L. Burkhardt, 4144 Stowe Way, Sacramento, Ca. 95825
Gordon A. Fisk, 1717 N. California Blvd., Walnut Creek, Ca. 94598
Resignations

# 125

William C. Peterman

#398 John E. Bonwell III

NECROLOGY

#256

Robert A. Hanson - January 27, 1971

To have known Bob was to have loved him.
He left us with a heritage of beautiful maps of the early
Transcontinental mail routes- The famous "Bob
Hanson Maps."
Rest in Peace, Bob.

'
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TREASURER'S ANNUAL REPORT

Balance on Hand January 1, 1970

• •

0

• • • • • •

•

• •

0

• • • •

•

0

$2,305.54

Receipts
1,655.00
1,240.00
165.00
120.00

Dues- 1970 . . .
Dues- 1971
Advertising (current)
Advertising ( 1971) .
Donations . . . .
Interest - Short-term Savings

2,895.00
285.00
3.00
96.24

3,279.24
5,584.78

Total Funds Available
Expenditures
Western Express, publishing & mailing
Secretary's Expenses
Treasurer's Expenses
Executive Expenses
Miscellaneous

3,320.58
30.00
81.31
67.09
2.00

3,500.98
2,083.80

Balance on Hand December 31, 1970
Savings Account
Checking Account

$2,015.95
67.85
$2,083.80
EVERETT ERLE, Treasurer

=
Foilowing is the list of Patron and Sustaining Members reported by the Treasurer as of March 15, 1971 :
J. David Baker
David T. Beale III
Frank Burns
Henry H. Clifford
Marc Haas

Patron Members
Pat Herst, Jr.
Gerard P. Koch
Everett Lampson
John F. Leutainger
Mel C. Nathan, Jr.

S.M. Arnold
Dr. W. W. Bilyeu
S. L. Herbruck
John C. Juhring
A. Murl Kimmel
Robert Lewenthal
Howard E. Mader
Philip T. Manley

Sustaining Members
G. William Magladry, M.D .
William T. McGreer
Frank Q. Newton, Jr.
Ralzemond B. Parker
N. Leonard Persson
H. M. Pierce
Oscar Salzer
William H. Semsrott

Roy S. Bloss

Basil C. Pearce
W. Scott Polland, M.D.
E. Murray Todd
Frank A. Zid

Tracy W. Simpson
berald B. Smith, M.D.
Jack E. Stucky, M.D.
Elmer T. Tvedt
Irwin R. Vogel
C. A. Whittlesey
H. W. Woodruff
AI Zimmerman

Honorary Members
Dr. Sheldon Goodman
Dr. W. Terrentine Jackson
Mel C. Nathan
Mrs. Irene Simpson Neasham
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THE 11 BAR ENCIRCLED GRID
By W. Scott Polland, M.D.

Next to the San Francisco Cog, I think that the 11 Bar Encircled Grid is the most interesting cancellation used by San Francisco in the 1860s. It was in use during most of the time that the San
Francisco Cog was used. Both Stanley Ashbrook and Edgar B. Jessup studied this postmark and
part of the following data was made available to me through the courtesy of Basil Pearce.
This handstamp measures 1871-19 millimeters in diameter. In my opinion, this was due to the
strength of the impression, but there may have been more than one hand stamp. The earliest known
date of usage that I have seen is January 15, 1862 - Illustration No. I ; the latest June 15, 1865 Illustration No. II. Like the San Francisco Cog, there was more than one post office in California
that used this handstamp these will be discussed later.

Illustration No. I

Author's Collection

Earliest known usage

Illustration No. H

. II

Basil Pearce Collection

.
Latest known usage
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THE 11 BAR ENCIRCLED GRID (continued)

During the period of 1862 - 1865 this cancellation was used on many types of mail, such as local
mail, foreign mail, steamer mail, due mail from Mexico or Hawaii, etc. See Illustrations No. III-X.
Illustration No. ill

Author's Collection

To New Brunswick

Illustration No. IV

Author's Collection

Local usage in California

Illustration No. V

Basil Pearce Collection

Use on a Black Jack on a patriotic-local delivery
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THE II BAR ENCIRCLED GRID (continued)

Illustration No. VI

Basil Pearce Collection

l6.c

/;n; 4~ ~td:~

~:~ v/~k~n/

//,/i/1".

3 cent rate to the east in 1864

Illustration No. VII

Basil Pearce Collection

To Switzerland in 1864

Illustration No. VIII

M.C. Nathan Collection

Double rate to England in 1865
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THE 11 BAR ENCIRCLED GRID (continued)

Illustration No. IX

Basil Pearce Collection

From Mexico - Due 7 - Date ?

Illustration No. X

Basil Pearce Collection

"I

I 04 rate east - steamer

While the 11 Bar Encircled Grid was being used in San Francisco, it was also being used in a small
town further up the bay - Benicia. These cancellations are much scarcer than those of San Francisco
and usually not as clearly struck. The dates of usage are not known , but those that I have seen are
probably in the 1863- 1864 period, see Illustrations XI and XII.

Page 7

WESTERN EXPRESS - APRIL, 1971
THE 11 BAR ENCIRCLED GRID (continued)

Illustration No. XI

Author's Collection

3 cent rate to east in 1864

Illustration No. XII

Basil Pearce Collection

Local usage in California

The most unusual and perhaps unique usage of this cancellation is shown in Illustration No . XIII,
used from Chico, California in 1867. It is the only one seen in blue, and also the only one from
this town.
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THE ll BAR ENCIRCLED GRID (continued)

Illustration No. Xlll

Basil Pearce Collection

California to Oregon in 1867

The fmal story of the ll Bar Encircled Grid took place in Oakland, California during the Bank Note
period. The exact dates of usage are not known, but it is seen on both local and foreign mail. See
Illustrations No. XIV- XVI.

Illustration No. XIV

Basil Pearce Collection

{/'

Local usage in California

I

" I f•

l
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THE 11 BAR ENCIRCLED GRID (continued)

Illustration No. XV

Author's Collection

Oakland to Peru - single rate

Illustration No. XVI

Basil Pearce Collection

,.

Oakland to Peru - doub le rate
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A LETTER OF APPRECIATION
By John 0. Theobald

March 4, 1971
Mr. Mel C. Nathan
Editor, Western Express
94 Biscayne Drive
San Rafael, California 94901
Dear Mel:
It was indeed a pleasant surprise to see our name among the nominees (and eventual election) to
the Board of Directors of the Western Cover Society. We have been truly honored, perhaps beyond
our just deserts.

We would like the membership to know that we shall always try to merit this responsibility by
being of assistance to them. We do have access, through our personal resources, as well as institutional ,
to a substantial amount of Arizoniana and will answer inquiries to the best of our ability.
We were pleased to note the election of Mr. David Jarrett to the board of directors. He wrote a fine
article on Camp (and Fort) Grant, A. T . in the December 1970 issue of the American Philatelist.
In it he mentions only two known covers of "Grant," the P.O. for the military post. We, too have
one, with the same postmark as shown in the article but dates Oct. 22.
We noted, too, in The Western Express of Oct. 1970, pps. 13-15, an article on the Rensse1er
(possibly Rensselaer) W. Foote cover from Cantonment Gibson, Ar., by Mr. Gaspare Signorelli.
In both of the above references we have information that may be of interest to Mr. Jarrett and
Mr. Signorelli.
If they will write us we will gladly share our observations on these subjects with them.
Again our thanks to the committee and the membership for our election t o the Board. To this, we'd
like to add our special regards to President Pearce, Dr. Polland and Frank Burns.
Cordially,

John 0. Theobald
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YUKON GOLD RUSH LEITERS
by James W. Milgram, M.D.

Sensational finds of rich placers in the Klondike in 1896 brought a rush of new population to the
rivers flowing into the Yukon. These were centered at Dawson City which was made the capital of
the newly constituted Yukon Territory. White Horse, the northern terminus of the White Pass
Railway, became of importance after completion of the line. The Klondike gold mines were reached
by river boats, either coming up from St. Michael at the mouth of the Yukon, or down 460 miles
from White Horse. Most used the latter route after completion of the railway. As the voyage up the
Pacific coast from Vancouver or Victoria was almost entirely through sheltered waters, the journey
to the Klondike was almost attractive in summer. Cooks Inlet, to be referred to in the second
letter, is a body of water below the Alaska Peninsula approximately 500 miles- to the southeast of
Dawson City.
Dawson City, N.W.T., Nov. 20, 1897
Mr. R. A. Hardin, San Jose, Cal.
Dear Sir and Friend: Yours unexpected but welcome letter of July 26 at hand and contents carefully
noted, and in replying I am somewhat at a loss as just what to say, but as you asked for my opinion,
I shall give it to you, now should you be dissapointed lay no blame on me for changes in this countery
are sudden and often.
I believe this the gratest, best richest and biggest coldest in winters hottest in summer countery in the
world, if it were not under the Union Jack. True when I landed here last Spring I was dissapointed,
for the richness of the camp was more than I expected, while many are dissatisfied, I am well pleased,
though I have made but verry little since I have been here, but the Gold is here and here I stay until I
do make it. Wages were $15.00 per day all last summer I never worked a day I was prospecting, found
nothing until this Fall. I located a Bench claim, so far it prospects good. I refused $5,000 for it and the
claim next refused $20,000. I saw them take out two men rocking $800 and $1000 per day - as to the
extent of the richness of this countery nothing is as yet known.
I have a pice of ground rented for the winter. I am now drifting and getting good prospects, will sluce

up in the Spring the work in winter is all done by burning and drifting. We figur our propisition this
way 2 men take out 100 buckets a day of 30 cts to the pan 6 pans to a bucket $1.80 to the bucket or
$180 per day - we get~ or $90 per day, so you see by May 1st we expect to have out a lit tle money
but this you must remember that mining and mining deals are a big lottery. The man I have my Lay
from has been in here 13 years and this is his frrst stake but he is worth nearly nothing.
Winter commenced here in Sep the murcery has been down as low at 40° below zero but we dont look
for cold weather before Xmas then she drops to 70° & 80° I have froze my ears and nose already. I
tell you a winter at the north pole is no Pudding. The hardships are so grate that unless a man is in
the best of health and stout and he~rty he had better stay out of here. In summer it is very sickely
oweing to a continual suneshine and heat, the ground is covered with heavy moss and water which
creates a good deal of feavor and mosquetoes, Oh God. Hundreds here compelled to leave on the
ice for Juneau on account of scarcity of provisions flour is $100 per sck and all other eatables $1.50
per lb this may sound odd, but it is the truth. I have a very good supply for the winter but I fear
many will starve.
Sugar #50
flour #250
Honey
Bacon - best breakfast #200
*case milk
peaches dryed #50
Apricots #50
apples #SO
Rice #10

0. meal #20
mustard - cans
R pepers - can
Butter canned #10
C. meal #50
Grayham #50
.
Granulated potatoes #100
Coffee, mocco and Java #25
Tea#2
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YUKON GOLD RUSH LETTERS (continued)

D peas #25
Raisens #25
Medicen Chest
·extras - salt pepper &c
I good Fox Robe
tent 10 x 12
Youkon stove
Grant dishes
canvass 20 ft long by S wide
1 pair Golden Seal R boots
1 pair high top walking shoe
I pair rubber shoes

1 pair t cloth overshoes
1 doz candles
1 good cap and Parkey
Beans
1 rubber blanket
Tools for boat building
1 Jack plain, whip saw, I draw knife, rule,
hamer, oakum pitch
1 sofe soap
1 pair sun glasses
woolen blankets

most of this bill is good for 2 men and many little things you will want get them which I cannot think of.
get a Mascott of Juneau sled, no other. also Miner Bruce or other Youkon Gide and reade it carefully.
Get the best of everything and have them in #50 packages all marked good in canvass bags and numbered
now then we do a little buisness with sporting trade
Lemons will be worth SO cts a pice of $6 per doz .. Eggs - not frozen $10 per doz. Fresh oisters, any
price you ask. fresh jellies or persurves, any price you ask, fresh potatoes, any price you ask. Breakfast
Bacon 75 cts per lb. Whiskey $30 gal. good wine $40 per gal. Cigars good ones 50 cts & 75. this is the
price if you get here by May 1S or June 1st. Also bring Ligur Essance which will make whis- you know
the rest.
Study on this and other things it will pay you if you come. I have not received Mabels or Susies letters
yet give them my love and write me soon and send me news clippings, and if you come, come early.

J. Lushbayh
Sunrise City, Cooks Inlet, Alaska via Seattle
c/o agent A.C. Co.
My darling baby girl
I have just sent you and Ma and Dr. Cothran, a letter out by schooner you see
I missed the regular mail by one day but was lucky to find a schooner going out in a few days, but it may
be a long time on the road and the P.M. says that there may be a mail go out about the 5 of July and I am
so anxious to get you word out by July 18 or 20 so that you can catch the Aug 1st mail so I can get word
from you by Aug. 15th so I can come out or get Dr. Cothran up here. If Dr. C comes he can bring the
money with him. I do want Dr. C to come awful bad for I think I have something very good. Everything
is working out just as I was told it would be, now I will tell you that I have found as good a prospect as I
could wish.
I get good coarse shot gold from 25 to 60 colors to the pan and I have found the old man I was told about.
I have got 2 claims each for Dr. C and myself and a good hydralic proposition every one tell me that it is
no. 1. I have had several good miners look at it they say it is good & I could sell out any time. Now I was
told that I would not stay long with the boys. That is a fact to, we camp togather, but do not work
togather. They got big headed and we quit working togather. I am going to get two boys to work with me.
I think but in case I do not make anything for I do not expect to this year, for it takes time to open a min,
and I do not expect to make any and you must send me $50 to get out of here on. I may not need it but

if I do I will need it bad.
You get a certified check or certificat of deposit, in $25 each send it in care of the A.C. Co. agent here at
Sunrise. You see I may get out for 25 if they think it is all I have, so send it in $25 lots, now if you can
possibly get your mail to Seattle by July 30th it will catch the Aug. 1st mail, and reach me Aug 15th
then I can come out Sept. 1st if Dr. C comes send it by him now if Dr. C can get to Resurrection Bay ~y
Aug 1Sth he can come that way if in Sept he must come by Sunrise, and enquire for mail for himself. J
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YUKON GOLD RUSH LETTERS (continued)

You see I may be at work after Aug. 15th somewhare and I will drop a letter at Sunrise for him to find
me now in either way he comes, he must come to Trail Creek. Our grub chache is on the beach he will
see it right back of it is a trail blazed out through the timber follow it and it will lead him to where I
will be at work. I will wait for him there until Aug. 20 then if I am not making anything I will have to
hunt a job or if I hear from you and Dr. C does not come I will go home if he comes after Aug. 20
then he must enquire for mail, if he gets none then come over to Trail Creek I will be there. If he comes
by Sunrise he will take the trail for the Kenia to Cooper river then he will strike some one going up the
lake any day to Trail Creek, every one knows whare I am and whare Trail Creek is, he can not miss it.
I know I have found enough to do us. I will close. Do as I tell you, take good care of Ma. Do not let
her work any. Father is so home sick
R. A. Hardin
Sunrise City Cooks Inlet Alaska Via Seattle
June 25th 1898
To my sweet heart and darling wife
I have just sent you and Mabel a letter out by schooner,
but as it may be a long time on the way and as the P.M. thinks there may be a mail go out about
the lOth of July I will send you another letter. I have also sent Dr. Cothran a letter and will send
him another so that some of you will be sure to get word. Now I will not go into much detail this
time, only the main points as there is not much to say as regards the country only that I have had
a hard time of it roughing it laying out in snow and ice, rain and mosquitos untill I am completely
worn out, and if I had money I would come out now for I have 80 miles to tramp back from here
over a rough country and it rains often and alone one gets very loansome but you need not be
uneasy about me I came it alone and I will get back all right never fear. I did not come here for my
health nor to enjoy the scenery. I have found just what I expected, a hard rough trip and I am not
disappointed in the least. I have written to Dr. C to come up here at once and examine what I have
located I think it is good and others think so. It is the best that has been located so far and there
are hundreds prospecting all over and found nothing. Men are selling out and leaving every day
disgusted with the country.
I could not get Toler nor any of the boys to come here with me so I packed my blankets and a
little grub and started alone. I made it in 5 days now I have located 5 claims but I have mine and
Dr. C claims together so we can work them together. I can get from 25 to 60 good coarse shot
gold to the pan now this is right from the top gravel of course it will be better deeper. I cannot
tell how deep the gravel is but not less than 20 feet and may be 50. At any rate it will make us
if not rich independant and it is easy to work with a small hydralic plant like Towles and will not
cost much to get it under headway. I have had it examined by expert miners and they all say it is
a fine thing and ought to make me a fortune. I could sell out with out any trouble, but I want
Dr. C. to come up here and not take my judgment and he ought to bring some good expert
hydralic miner with him. It will cost him something but it will pay him to investigate this year so
as to know what to do next year and he can see Towls mine and see for himself that we have got just
as good or better. Now I will give directions how he can find me .. . (same directions as in first
letter) ... Send to Sunrise Address this way: Sunrise City, Cooks Inlet, Alaska in care of Agent A.C.
Co mark your letter via Seattle be sure you get the letter at Seattle by the 30 of July for the mail
leaves on the 1st of each month and if you miss Aug. 1st it will lay over untill Sept. 1st, you see.
Now I think that will be all as the other letters will give you more than this. I am going to try to
get some boys to help me work my claim and I may make some money and may not use what
Mabel sends but to get work out is risky as the country is full of men all wanting to work, and I
may need money very badly but I think I can make it but in case I do not I want to get out of here
this winter. I would not have any thing to live on and would starve. I know it will place you in a
bad fix but after this year we will be all right. Be a good girl I want you to be a rosy a girl when I
get home. I am very dangerous now I tell you. I have not much heart to write I have had such a
time up here and almost worn out. I will never leave you again. Write at once to your
loansome boy.
R. A. Hardin
damaged 2¢ carmine tied TYOONOK ALASKA JUL 5 on cover to Mrs. Susie Hardin
San Jose, California
'
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HISTORY OF A LETTER
Hutchings California Magazine
January 1858

Editor's Note: Written permission has been graciously given by Howell-North, Publishers, Berkeley,
California, to reproduce part of the article that appeared in their interesting book, "Wonder
& Curiosity. "

DISTRIBUTING THE MAILS.

Language is incapable of expressing the thrill of feeling which passes through the mind, when, from
the outer telegraph station at Point Lobos, a telegram announces in San Francisco that "the mail
steamer"-- ---" is in sight, - --- - miles outside the heads." To almost all "expectation is on tiptoe," and the welcome intelligence is rapidly passed from lip to lip, and recorded on the various
bulletin boards of the city, that the"-- --- steamer is telegraphed." After an hour or more of
suspense, the loud boom-oom-o-o-o-o-m of the steamer's gun reverberates through the city, and
announces that she is passing between Alcatraz Island and Telegraph Hill, and soon will be at her
berth alongside the wharf.
Almost simultaneously with the sound of the steamer's gun, the newsboys are shouting the "arrival
of the steamer," and the "New York Herald," "New York Tribune," "Fourteen days later news from
the Eastern States." Meanwhile, all the news depots are crowded with eager applicants for the latest
news; and, in order to obtain it as early as possible, small boats have been waiting off Meiggs' Wharf,
to receive the bundles of "express" newspapers thrown them from the steamer as she passed; and
the moment these boats reach the dock, fast horses, which have also been kept in waiting, speedily
carry the bundles to th~ city.
Carriages and other vehicles now begin to rumble and clatter through the streets, in the direction of
the steamer's wharf; men commence walking towards the post office, or gather in groups upon t he
sidewalks, to learn or dicuss the latest news. Interest and excitement seem to become general.
On the dock, awaiting the delivery of the mail-bags, mail wagons and drays are standing; and as fast
as the mail matter is taken from the vessel, it is removed to the post office.

Page 18

WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL, 1971
HISTORY OF A LETTER (continued)

While the loaded wagons and drays, with mail matter, are hastening to the general delivery, and the
passengers who have just arrived are seeking the various hotels, in carriages or on foot, after hiring a
porter to carry their baggage, or becoming their own for the time being; let us, while all this is going
on, make our way to the post office, there to see what we can.
Men we find are hurrying to and fro, and gathering in front of their letter-boxes; some with the
doors open, are waiting to see when the first letter finds its way there, that they may not lose one
moment before the contents are enjoyed.
At the various windows - alphabetically arranged, with almost as many letters to each window as,
in all probability will make the number of applicants at each about equal- men are congregating
in single file, forming long and crooked lines, and patiently awaiting the time when the little window
will be opened, from which the treasured letter from some dear and absent one is expected. Who
can tell the hope and fear, the joy and sorrow, the love (perhaps) hate, the good and evil, that
occupy the minds of those who thus stand watching and waiting for the little missives.
Further on, too, at the end of the building, and apart from the rest, is the ladies' window; and here
stands a row of ladies and gentlemen, waiting as patiently as at the others. The gentlemen, who
form part of the line, do so to obtain letters for their wife, or sister, or perhaps sweetheart, or other
lady friend; and, if they are there first, they invariably give precedence to the ladies, no matter how
many may come, or how long they may be thus detained.
At the centre of the building, mail-bags are being carried in from the mail wagon and drays, one
after the other, to the number of from two to three hundred and upwards; we wonder how, out of
mass of apparent confusion, order will be restored; or how, in the course of a few hours, thirty-five
thousand letters and newspapers will be properly arranged for distribution to the various boxes and
delivery windows. Have patience, and we shall see.
Before entering the post office with the reader, we wish most sincerely to express our thanks to Mr.
Charles L. Weller, the Postmaster, Mr. John Ferguson, his assistant, and other gentlemen belonging
to the department, for the courtesy and promptness with which they placed the various and interesting particulars concerning this important branch of the public service, at our command.
While the mail-bags are being examined, to ascertain their contents, whether letters or papers, for
San Francisco or the interior cities, let us read over the rules of the office, for our especial
entertainment.

Rules and Regulations
I.

General office hours from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday excepted, on which day the office will
be kept open from 9 to 10 a.m.

II.

The mailing clerks will be at their posts at 6 a.m., the box clerk at 6Vl a.m., and all other
clerks and employes at 7Vl a.m.

III.

No clerk will absent himself from the office during office hours, without the knowledge and
consent of the Postmaster, or, in his absence, the Assistant Postmaster.
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HISTORY OF A LETTER (continued)

IV.

Courtesy and Forbearance, and a spirit of accommodation, being requisite to efficient services, they should be extended to everybody with whom clerks may have business intercourse.

V.

Memory must not be trusted to, but when an applicant presents himself for a letter or paper,
thorough search must be made in the appropriate place, and care will be taken to let the
applicant see the search made.

VI.

When an applicant shall exhibit a disposition to aggravate, or insult, or even abuse, he should
be met with forbearance and gentlemanly conduct, recollecting that the contact is of a business nature only, and that personalities should be adjourned to outside the office entirely. If
a clerk fail to satisfy an applicant, let him be referred to the Postmaster.

Vll.

Angry or excitied discussions upon any subject must not be indulged in during office hours.

VIII.

Clerks must not carry from the office, letters for their outside friends and acquaintances,
nor receive letters from such out of the office for mailing.

IX.

Each clerk must confine his delivery of letters to his own alcove, except when he may be
acting as a relief for the time being.

X.

None other than delivery clerks will disarrange, handle, or deliver letters, at any alcove, at
any time.

XI.

If application be made for letters inside the office, when deliveries cn-e not open, the appli-

cant will in all cases be referred to the Postmaster or his assistant.
XII.
XIII.

No person except sworn clerks and employes must be permitted to handle mail matter, or
come within reach thereof.
During any absence of the Postmaster, his whole authority over the internal affairs of the
office rests with his assistant, and that officer will be respected accordingly.

Now the scene around us is becoming interesting. The bustle and exciting life that first presented
itself on the outside, by the arrival of the mail-bags, seems to have extended within; for on all sides
great activity - systematic activity - is the order of the time. It appears that the Postmaster, on
the arrival of each steamer, engages a corps of from fifteen to twenty-five extra assistant clerks, in
order to facilitate more rapidly the distribution of the mail; and these, with the regular force, are
all busy in the departments assigned them.
While all this is going on in one department, the mail-bags containing packages of newspapers for
the different newspaper firms in the city, are being opened, checked, and removed, in another.
Every part of the office is literally alive with active business; slow coaches would be at an immense
discount here at all times, especially when the mail has just arrived, and when it is about to depart.
The bags containing tbe letter mail for distribution in San Francisco, are rapidly selected from the
others, and passed to the "examining table," where they are opened, and the contents compared
with the "post bill" which accompanies them; after which they are.deposited in "alphabetical cases"
in the following manner: a letter, for instance, addressed " John Adams," is placed under the division
A; those addressed "Timothy Brown," under division B; and so forth, to the end of the alphabet.
From th.ence they are taken to the different alcoves, to which they belong alphabetically, and where
each delivery clerk has cards placed, upon which is written the name of every box-holder, commencing with letters belonging to his alcove, with the number of the box, and, as each letter is ex. amined, it is marked with the box number to which it belongs; it is then sent out to be placed in a
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case, and distributed according to number, thus; Letters from 1 to 100 are placed in one division;
from 100 to 200 in another; and so on, to the highest corresponding number of the box; and from
this case they are taken by the clerks to the boxes of the parties to whom they are addressed~ If it
is not a box letter, it is put in its proper place in the alcove for general delivery, which is generally
opened immediately the whole of the letters are assorted and arranged.
This being a distributing post office, and the only one on the Pacific Coast, a great amount of mail
matter is sent here for distribution to other points. Newspapers for the interior, and for Oregon and
Washington Territories, are taken to the newspaper distributing table, rapidly to be distributed in
accordance with their address. Bags of newspaper matter are made up for Sacramento, Marysville,
Benicia, Shasta, Stockton, Columbia, Martinez, Petaluma, and other places; and all newspapers addressed to points hi these respective districts, are placed in those bags.
At the same time, another division of the forces is engaged in assorting the lette~s addressed to offices on this coast other than San Francisco. To facilitate this, a letter-case, with apartments for all
the offices in this State and Oregon and Washington Territories, respectively labelled, is used, in
which are placed all letters for those points, and mailed as usual.
Now, hoping that the reader has received very interesting correspondence from his friends, and digested the contents, let us see what is done with those large piles of bags that are as yet unopened .
Some we see are marked "Sacramento Dis." others "Stockton Dis.," others Marysville, Placerville,
Nevada, Sonora, or some other ."Dis." in the interior; and are placed upon the mail wagons, conveyed to the steamboats plying nearest to those places, and sent away as speedily as it is possible
for them to be. No unnecessary delay is allowed to detain them, nor are they in general bustle, by
any means lost sight of. One would suppose that Argus, with his hundred eyes, would find opportunity fully to employ them all, were he post-master at such a time as this. Every part is worked by
system which experience has so far perfected; and this is the secret why so much is accomplished in
so short a time. Those who ever feel desirous of complaining of delay, might do well to remember
how matters went some four or six years ago.
Supposing that the mail which has arrived is all distributed, we should like the reader's company to
see how the letter and newspaper mails are made up for Eastern conveyance and distribution.
Of course we take it for granted that you have written your letter; and which, being prepaid in
stamps if it is for any portion of our Union, and in money if for foreign distribution, has found its
way into the "drop basket" within the office. From this they are first taken to the "facing up table,"
that they may all be "faced" with the address before you: they are then conveyed to the "sorting
case," for the purpose of weighing and ascertaining that the full amount of postage due on each
letter is paid: after this is satisfactorily settled, they are passed to the "stamping-block," that the
office-stamp, with the date of mailing, may be imprinted upon them: they are then placed in the
"distributing case," that they may receive proper distribution according to their address. The letters
are now ready to be entered upon the " post-bill" - similar to the one received with the letter-mail
on the arrival of the steamer at this port - which is done in this wise: say, for instance, the mail is
now made "tip for "New York Distribution," which includes all letters addressed to the following
places: New York State, Rhode Island, Connecticut, eastern and northern counties of New Jersey,
northern counties of Pennsylvania and Ohio, Michigan, and Lower Canada. Letters thus addressed
are laid. upon the "mailing table," when all ~etters of the same rate of postage are placed together,
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and their number and rate of postage is entered on the "post-bill." After this is done, they are put
up in convenient-sized packages (generally about eighty letters in o ne package) and stamped "New
York Dis." They are then put in a mail-bag labeled "N.Y.," and are then ready to be dispatched
over their route of destination. The same process is adopted in the making up of all the mails to
every portion of the Union; and all this is done with the view of securing dispatch, and avoiding
unnecessary labor and consequent delay.
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Rates of Foreign Postage on Letters
(per Y2 ounce)
South Pacific.- Ecuador; Bolivia, and Chile, 34 cents; Peru, 22; Panama, 20 cents; and Mexico,
10 cents. Spain, 78 cents; West Indies (not British), Cuba excepted, 44 cents; Cuba, 20 cents;
West Indies (British), 20 cents. Payment required for all the above.
Great Britain, 29 cents; Canada and Provinces, 15 cents; France, per quarter oz.; Germany, 30 cents;
Russia, 37 cents; Norway, 46 cents; Sweden, 42 cents; Italy, 33 cents; Switzerland, 35 cents; Holland, 26 cents; Austria, 30 cents; and Prussia, 30 cents. For the above, payment is optional.
All ship letters, prepaid, are one cent.
The number of stamps and envelopes sold monthly at the San Francisco Post Office will about average- of one cent stamps, 45,000; three cents, 27,000; ten cents, 32,000; twelve cents, 500. Of
stamped envelopes, three cents, 120,000, (of which Wells, Fargo & Co. use nearly I 00,000 per
month); six cents, 500; ten cents, 12,000. This statement, it should be remembered, is principally
for the city of San Francisco alone; inasmuch as the principal interior offices obtain their supplies
of stamps and envelopes direct from the General Post Office, Washington.
The U.S. postage on letters for each half ounce is, if under three thousand miles, three cents; over
three thousand miles, ten cents. For newspapers the postage is one cent to any part of the U.S.
Magazines not exceeding one and a .h alf ounces, one half cent; not exceeding three ounces, one
cent, over three ounces, one and a half cent.
On newspapers sent to foreign places, the following are the rates of postage: To the West Indies,
6 cents; South Pacific Coast, 6; German States, Denmark, Holland, Prussia, Russia, Sweden, Norway,
Switzerland, and Italy, 6 cents; Great Britain and France, 2 cents; British North American Provinces,
1 cent.

Schedule of Mail Departures From San Francisco Post Office.- Atlantic States, via Panama, 5th
and 20th of every month.
San Diego and Salt Lake, 3rd and 18th of every month.
Oregon and Washington Territories, taking mails also for the Northern Coast, 1st and 21st of
every month.
San Jose, 8 a.m. every day.
Northern Mail via Sacramento, 4 p.m. every day, Sundays excepted.
Southern and Eastern Mail via Stockton, 4 p.m. every day, Sundays excepted.
Mails are kept open until ten minutes before the hour of departure, except for the Atlantic, in
which case thirty. minutes before the time of departure is required for closing the mails; though it
would be better for the convenience of the Post Office, as well as for the safety of the Correspondence, if letters were mailed during the night previous.
Ship M~ils are dispatched by every opportunity for the S_andwich Islands, Society Islands, Australia,
and Chma. Postage on letters to all parts of the Pacific, by ship, to be prepaid.
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Dead Letters. - Letters technically termed "dead," are such as have been advertised, and have remained on hand three months; including letters refused; letters for foreign countries which can not
be forwarded without pre-payment of postage; letters not addressed, or so badly directed that their
destinations can not be ascertained; and letters addressed to places which are not Post Offices. All
the dead letters are returned to San Francisco at the middle or end of each Post Office quarter,
which is on the last day of March, June, September, and December. Refused and dropped letters
are not advertised. Each dead letter, before its return to San Francisco, is stamped or postmarked
on the sealed side, with the name of the office and the date of its return.
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RESEARCH AT ITS BEST
by M. C. Nathan, Chairman, Research Committee

I recently received the following letter from member C. L. Wunsch, M.D.:
February 10, 1971
Mr. M. C. Nathan
94 Biscayne Dr.
San Rafael, Calif. 9490 I
Dear Mr. Nathan:
3¢ 1869 on cover postmarked Leavenworth, Kas. Jun 29. Addressed to Mr. Frank Wegner, 28 mileS
Station Benton Road, care of Wells Fargo & Co., Montana Territory.

On reverse "if not called for in 15 days, return to Charles Wegner, Connor Station, Wyandotte Co.
Kansas. Backstamped "Wells, Fargo & Co. Fort Benton, Montana Jul 11.
Originating at Connor's Station, Wyandotte County, Kansas, this cover traveled to Leavenworth, Kansas
where it was postma~ked, then to Fort Benton, Montana Territory. There it was placed in a Wells Fargo
pouch as evidenced by the back-stamp, and carried to 28 Mile Station on Benton Road, one of the Wells
Fargo relief stations.
Do you believe this was carried by pony from Connor's Station to Leavenworth, or from Leavenworth to
Fort Benton. Was Connor's Station a Wells Fargo post, and perhaps it did go by pony from there to
Leavenworth. If this be the case, it is even possible that the addressee may have been a Wells Fargo agent.
Your opinion on this cover will be appreciated and thanks.
Sincerely,
C. L. Wunsch, M.D.

Deing aware that Harry L. Fine is our Montana expert, I directed Dr. Wunsch's letter to him, requesting that he answer him as soon as convenient. On February 23rd Harry Fine sent the Doctor
the following letter, sending me a copy for my information:
Dear Doctor Wunsch:
It was nice hearing from Mel Nathan regarding your inquiry and while we have not had correspondence
for a couple of years or more, it will be a pleasure to give you my thoughts on your cover.

Wells Fargo did not establish an agency at Fort Benton until 1872 with Carroll and Steele Agents. My
1874 map of the Wells-Fargo operations show the company terminus at Fort Shaw which was located
on the Sun River near where it flows into the Missouri.
Gilmer and Salisbury Stage and Express line carried mail from Corrinne, Utah (on Transcontinental
Line) to Virginia City, Helena and Fort Benton from 1869 to about 1873 under Government mail
contract.
The fact that your cover is postmarked Leavenworth Kas Jun 29 and back stamped Wells-Fargo & Co.,
Fort Benton, Montana July 11 would indicate to me that the two dates are not in the same year. I
would venture a guess that the letter left Leavenworth in 1871 and was postmarked at Fort Benton
in 1872.
The letter was no doubt carried by rail to Corrinne, Utah and by stage or freighter from there. It would
be impossible for a letter to be mailed at Leavenworth Kas June 29 and arrive in Fort Benton Montana
13 days later.
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Many letters were routed incorrectly and while a year in making a delivery is rather long, it is not
unusual.
The road between Helena and Fort Benton was called the Benton Road; it is about ISO miles between
the two points and several stations were established, the 28 mile station was one of them. There were no
agents at these stations, they usually consisted of a place to change horses and drivers and some of the
better ones were ranch homes where food and lodging could be obtained.
The question in my mind regarding your cover is why it was carried thru the 28 mile station and on to
Fort Benton. Most likely Frank Wegner was not there or it could have been the rule to not open mail
sacks where no post office existed and very few of these stations ever were established postoffices.
From your description I would question that the letter was ever carried by pony, I am sure it was not in
Montana Territory.
If you would care to send me a photocopy of both sides of your cover, it would be my pleasure to do
some further research on the item.
I am working on the story of the Fort Laramie, M.T. marking, have been at it for about ten years and it
seems that the pieces are finally falling into place.
I shall send a copy of this letter to Mel Nathan so that he will know the inquiry was answered.
Sincerely yours,
Harry L. Fine

I have now received the following note from Dr. Munsch:
Dear Mr. Nathan :
Thanks for sending my inquiry to Mr. Harry Fine in Mesa, Arizona. He replied and I am pleased.
Sincerely,
C. L. Wunsch, M.D.

And thank you Harry Fine!
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES
by {the late) Dr. A. Jay Hertz

KENSON'S EXPRESS
T he owner and operator of this express, was Edward Kenson. He ran h is express between Aurora
and Owen's Valley , via Owensville, San Carlos, Bend City and to the Union Mills, Nevada.
From the Aurora Weekly Times, Aurora, Esmeralda Co., of June 11, 1864 we find:
"Kenson's Express from Aurora to Owen's Valley, via Owensville, San Carlos, Bend City and to the
Union Mills.
Leaving Aurora every Wednesday morning at 6 o'clock; arriving at Owensville the same day. San Carlos
on Thursday at 3 o'clock, P.M.; Bend City at 4 o'clock and at Union Mills, same day at 6 o'clock.
Return to Aurora every Monday.
I will attend to all express business entrusted to my care with promptness. Any express matter left with
Lane & Bro. will be promptly attended to.
Feb. 23, 1864

Edward Kenson."

The wording of the route was changed but it amounted to the same thing. The types of frank, were
of two types. The first type was a square, with two looped sides and, on a sort of ribbon, were the
words, "Paid I Kenson's I Owens River I Express." The word "Paid," is larger than the rest. The
second type, has a very large "Paid," on top and the words "Kenson's Owen R iver Express," on the
second and only line.

JONES' DOGTOWN STAGE LINE. (1848)
This line was started by a man named E . P. Jones and ran between Fort Hall, Salt Lake settlements,
Fort Bridger, Fort Laramie, Santa Fe and all parts of the United States. This company was one of
the earliest and it began, when the community was first forming. From the California Star of April
29. 1848, we find the following:
"The Mail! The Eastern Mail!
The undersigned having made arrangements to transmit a private express mail across the mountains, giving
notice that separate mail bags will be made up for Fort Hall, Salt Lake Settlements, Fort Bridger, Fort
Laramie, Santa Fe and all parts of the United States.
The mail will be closed on the 1Oth of May. Postage will be the same as on similar expresses.
E. P. J ones
April 25, 1848."

A similar ad appeared in the Californian of April 26, 1848. These journeys were made only a few
times a year.
Jones later became an attorney, for we find his card in the Californian of Sept. 9 , 1848 which re<tds:
"E. P. Jones, Attorney and Councelor of Law and Solicitor in Chancery. Business entrusted to his care,
will receive prompt attention.
San Francisco, Sept. 9, 1848."

With the exception of Wells, Fargo or some other big company, this is one of the few times when
the owner turned to some other big business, when he left the express business. Legal men were
few and far between in California, at that time.

,I
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CARSON & AURORA STAGE LINE
The agent and director of this express, was a chap by the name of George E. Wellington. Who the
owners were, is unknown. He ran this express between the towns of Carson and Aurora, State
of Nevada.
From the Esmeralda Star of Nov. 18, 1863 we have the following record:
"Carson and Aurora
through in one day, from Virginia City, carrying the U.S. Mail and Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express. Leaves
Carson City, daily. On arrival of stages from Virginia City connecting at Genoa with the Pioneer Stages
from California. Arrives in Aurora on the evening of the same day. Through from San Francisco in
2 days.
Returning, leaves Aurora daily at 7 o'clock, a.m. Through to San Francisco in 58 hours.
Office, Merchants Exchange.
George E. Wellington, Agent."

This express carried the U.S. Mail which must have been a good and l'ucrutious position. They also
carried the Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express freight and letters, which was a second good sign. All these
things helped to give the company a good name. So that helped the reputation and the good name.
However, any further information is not forthcoming.
BAKER'S FAST FREIGHT & PASSENGER LINE
The owner and operator of this line, was a fellow by the name of H. W. Baker. He drove his express
between Virginia City, Nevada and Placerville and Sacramento, California.
From Placerville Courier of Oct. 13, 1866 we find:
"H. W. Baker's Fast Freight & Passenger Line, carrying freight from Sacramento via Shingle Springs to
Virginia City. Leaves Shingle Springs on the arrival of the 4 p.m. train each odd date of the month.
Returning - leaves Virginia City each even date. All freight delivered at the depot, Main St., Placerville,
will be promptly forwarded as addressed.
Whitney & Co., Agents for San Francisco, Sacramento and Shingle Springs.
R. W. Crane, Virginia City.

H. W. Baker, Proprietor."

Here we again have all the details of the road, the towns and the people connected with it. From
The Territorial Enterprise of Jan. 4, 1867 we read:
"H. W. Baker's Fast Freight & Passenger Line To Placerville and Sacramento. H. W. Baker's Passenger
and Fast Freight Line carrying the freight from Shingle Springs to Virginia City in 2 days. Stages will
leave Virginia City every even date of the month at 5 o'clock, a.m. and arrive at Shingle Springs the
next morning in time for the Sacramento stage and the San Francisco boat . . ..
Whitney & Co.,
Sacramento and Shingle Springs,
H. W. Baker, Proprietor."

Here again, we have no record of the doings of the company. How long they were in business, how
business was and what they did, is not known. It will require more study and more research.
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BATES' SUMMIT AND QUINCY MAIL LINE
The owner and operator of this company, was a fellow by the name of Edwin Bates. He ran his
express between Quincy and Summit. We found no ads - only Local Items.
From Plumas National of July 9, 1870 where we find:
Local Matters. "Mail to the Summit.
The department has let the contract for carrying the U.S. Mail from this place (Quincy) to the Summit,
to Edwin Bates. Mr. Bates will commence carrying the U.S. Mail leaving this place on Monday next. We
are truthfully glad to chronicle the letting this route, as it will afford mail facilities to a large population
in Plumas County hitehrto almost largely dependant upon private enterprise for accommodation in mail
matters. The mail is to be carried weekly and will leave Quincy on Monday and will return on Wednesday."

They thus carried the mail and had secured the contract for it. From the same paper of six months
later, on Dec. 3, 1870 we find the following:
Local Matters. "On time. - Bates' Line of stages, between this place and Summit, made the trip reg·
gularly for the last two weeks, coming in on time. This route should connect with the Susanville and
Reno Line. This distance from Summit to Junction House, is only 3 or 4 miles, and if the two Jines
connect, the mail matter for the "out-side country" would make the trip much quicker than by way
of Sacramento."

We do not know how long this line lasted . Perhaps we can find something that will tell us, when
they gave up.
TIBBETT'S U.S. MAIL LINE
The operator of this express was William Tibbetts. He ran the express from Pe taluma to Tomales
and Bodega. Later on, about 5 years later, he ran his express from Nevada City to Excelsior district
and Mcadow Lake. On Oct. 2, 1865, he bought out Organ and Tibbetts Express in which he had
been a partner. (This information from W. R. Parker, Oroville.)
From The Sonoma County Journal of Petaluma; Sept. 23, 1859 we see:
"Summer Arrangements.
U.S. Mail line, From Petaluma to Tomales and Bodega - Leaving Petaluma daily at 7 o'clock, a.m. for
Stony Point, Sebastopol , Tomales, Bloomfield, Bernard's and Bodega. Ra tes of fare, Stony Point, $1.00;
Bloomfield, $1.00; Sebastopol, $2.00; Bernard's, $2.50; Tomales, $2.50; Bodega, $3.50.
Wm. Tibbetts & Co., Propritors."

In I 865, the route lay in and around Dutch Flat, where it con nected with Wells, Fargo & Co.'s
Express. It probably went on to Nevada City, where he had been earlier.
Organ and Tibbetts are mentioned in Mekeel's Catalogue, Part 3, of 1895.
ln 1859, the express went under the name of Tibbetts U.S. Mail Line. In 1864, the name was
<.:hanged to Tibbetts and Co.'s Excelsior Express. ln 1865 , the name was changed to Organ and
Tibbetts Excelsior Express.

~h e franks print~d !~ the upper lef~ hand co~ner are 1st a long straight "Tibbitts & Co.'s 1 ExcelSIOr Express I Pa1d , surrounded w1th a heav1ly and fancifully embellished frame.
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2nd , a later frank was a narrow and deeper type, "Organ & Tibbetts I Excelsior Express I Paid ,"
the top set of letters set large, the middle line very small and the last line, larger but flattened .
WHEELER, RUTHERFORD & CO.'S EXPRESS
The owners and operators were the gentlemen whose names were in the name of the express. They
drove the express between Marysville and the Feather River and the Gibsonville Ridge. Here we
have a document that appears in the Shasta Courier of Oct. 24, 1864:
"Whereas, Wheeler, Rutherford & Co. doing business at different points in the State of California have
been and are constantly engaged in transmitting from one point to another in the state, divers and
sundry packages and parcels of gold dust, gold bullion, gold and silver coin, letters, parcels and packages
of divers and sundry kinds and value , the p roperty of said Wheeler, Rutherford & Co. and others to whom
they engaged and acting as common carriers or agents; And whereas, much of the said transportation has
been and is con stantly being performed by the California Stage Company with the use of the various
modes of conveyance and transportation employed by said stage company, consisting of coaches, wagons,
horses, etc., and for which service and transportation the said stage company have been and are, in some
instances, receiving compensation, and at times rendering said services graduitously to said Wheeler,
Rutherford & Co., but at all times and in all circumstances at the entire risk of said Wheeler, Rutherford
& Co. Now therefore, in consideration as aforesaid .... at such prices and compensation as are or may
be agreed upon between said parties .... does the said California Stage Company hereafter carry and
transport any thing or article of value for or at the instance of said Wheeler, Rutherford & Co. their
agents or employees ....
U.S. Internal Revenue,
5 cents Cancelled H.A.C., Oct. 24, 1864

Wheeler, Rutherford & Co.
Witness, H. A. Charles"

This has been gleaned from The Plumas National of November 24, 1866 as follows:
Local Matters. "Qualified.
Mr. S. Wheeler of LaPorte, who was appointed Justice of the Peace for Goodwin Township, to fill the
vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Howard, has flied his bond and taken the oath of office."

Thus was Mr. Wheeler honored and given the office of Mr. Howard who died .
G. H. NORMAN - EXPRESSMAN
G. H. Norman started business with an "h" in his name. At that time it was "nohrman." He was in
business by himself and with several partners and he simplified his name by dropping the "h." His
first ex~ress connected with Whiting & Co. at Gibsonville. From the Quincy Union, March 7, 1864:
"G Nohrman 's Weekly Express.
Runs weekly from Gibsonville to Poorman's Creek, Hopkin's Creek, Main Nelson's Creek, Eureka Mills,
Jamison City, Mohawk Valley, Beckwourth Valley and all intermediate points.
Collections and commissions promptly attended to.
Connects at Gibsonville with Whiting & Co."

His ro ute ran along the Gibsonville Ridge to Oroville, which as everyone knows, was a steep, mountainous and dangerous route. It seemed to be too much for a man to operate alone, so he chose a
partner, N. 0. Pauly. Pauly had operated in the Feather River district since 1864, becoming the
sen ior partner of Pauly and Nohrman's Express which they operated jointly, between 1864 and 1866
The route lay between Poorman's Creek, Hopkin's Creek, Nelson's Creek, Jamison City, Sawpit F lat
and other points, connecting at Gibsonville with Whiting & Company.
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From the Mountain Messenger (Downieville), May 14, 1864:
"Pauly and Nohrman's Weekly Express,
Runs weekly from Gibsonville to Poorman's Creek . .. .
Connects at Gibsonville with Whiting & Co.'s Express."

The third express is somewhat of an enigma. Norman combined with Grant to form Norman &
Grant's Express about the same time- possibly in 1864. This means that Norman & Grant's
Express and Pauly & Nohrman's Express were in direct competition with each other. The former's
route lay along the Gibsonville Ridge (which Nohrman knew quite well) along the Middle Fork of
the Feather River and the North Fork of the Yuba River.
FURTHER RESEARCHES OF G. H. NORMAN'S EXPRESS
After the change of his name, Norman purchased the express along LaPorte via Gibsonville to Richmond Hill, Nelson's Point, Jamison and Eureka. But in his ad, he still inserted the " h" in his name.
From Quincy Union of April 30, 1864:
"G Nohrman Weekly Express.
Running weekly from Gibsonville to Poorman's Creek, Eureka Mills, Hopkins, Jamison City, Main Nelson 's
Creek, Mohawk Valley, Beckwiuth Valley and all connecting points,
Collections and commissions promptly attended to.
Connection at Gibsonville with Whiting & Co.'s Express."

Norman was not immune from holdups. Among the local items of Quincy Union of May 21, 1864:
"Local Items. Robbers - We learn that Mr. Norman, the Nelson Point and LaPorte expressman was, in
company with two other gentlemen, "confronted" by two footpads between LaPorte and Gibsonville,
one day last week. While the robbers were making their business known, Mr. Nohrman and Mr. Newhouse
wh<~eled their horses and made good their escape, while the poor fellows were left and had to pass a
searching examination but no valuables being found, were allowed to go their way in peace.''

Norman still persisted in spelling his name with an "h." He tried other things besides expressing mining and other things. From the same of June 9, 1866:
"Local Items. Nohrman - Thomas have been piping for the last four months and are expecting a big
clean up. On Friday last, while the men were at dinner, a cave in or slide took place in their claims,
which had it occurred an hour sooner or later, would have covered them all up and they would have
been very fortunate had they escaped with their lives."

His express with Grant, was another venture and that with Pauly, still a third. After he quit the
express business, Norman went into mining. From the same of June 9th, we have shown this. In
1880, we see the following in The Briggs Recorder, (Briggs, Butte Co.), of March 26, 1880:
"G. H. Norman, Gridley, Cal.
Druggist and Dentist, Dealer in Drugs, Medicines, paints, oils, brushes, etc., perfumery and toilet articles

of every variety and of 1st grade quality.
DENTISTRY
Having fitted up an office exclusively devoted to dentistry, I am prepared to offer my services to the
public in every department of the business. All work warren ted to give satisfaction or no charge will be
made.
Justice of the Peace and General Insurance Agent."
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So after a silence of 14 years in 1880, we find him in various businesses, namely drugs, general
supplies as paints, oils, perfumery, toilet articles, insurance, in the practice of dentistry and other
things. Besides all this, he had gained political standing as Justice of the Peace. Such was the eventual
life of an early expressman.
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A Request by
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
The National Museum of History and Technology
Washington, D.C. 20560

March 9, 1971
Mr. Henry H. Clifford
639 South Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90014

Dear Mr. Clifford :
I am writing you about the need of the National Collection for a single Pony Express Cover of the
great period April 1860 to November 1861.
We have in many ways the most remarkable collection of stamps in the United States here in the
National Museum of History and Technology, but for some reason or other no donor has ever
·p resented us with a Pony Express Cover. The five million or more visitors we have in this Museum
each year, most of them on the young side, ought to be able to see a representation of that great
phase in the opening of the west.
1 am indebted to a fellow board member of yours, Mr. Michael Harrison of Fair Oaks, who has
given me your name and suggested that I write to you. He was not sure whether or not you had any
Pony Express Covers but had the feeling that your collection was broad enough to have
included them.
If you have one that you might consider donating to the Smithsonian Institution now or later we
would be most appreciative. We would , of course, assist you in arranging for an appropriate dealer
for tax allowance at the current value.
You may wonder what a museum as large and as formidable as t he Smithsonian Institution is doing
look ing for donations. The answer is that we are like all museums; our expenses far exceed our
assets and without donations our collections would be far less significant and valuable to the publ ic
than they are.
Thanking you for any consideration you may give this request, I am
Sincerely,

John J. Slocum
Special Assistant for
Bicentennial Pia nning
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AUCTION ACTION
By Robert Lewentha\

These items are from the Robert A. Siegel sale of Jan. 12-14, 1971
TERRITORIAL COVERS
FORT YUKON, ALASKA, Dec. 14, 1903, Clear Mark, 2C 'Red (279b) not tied, Fine
HOMER, ALASKA, May 21, 1905, 2C & 8C stamps, Reg. Fine.
SITKA, ALASKA, 1885 Cover with 2C Brown (210), Fine
CORA VILLE, V.T., Earliest Denver Area Pmk. Two I C Blue Ty.V. (24) Vert.
Pair, to neat cover to Maine
LEAVENWORTH CITY, K.T., Apr. 21, I859, Tie Pair & Single 1C Blue Ty.V (24) F.
OSAWATOMIE, K.T., Neat Ms. PMK, 3C Claret (IlA) V.F.
FERNANDO DE TAOS, N.M., 3C Red (26) Tied by Grid, Scarce
SANTA FE, N.MEX. Clear Pmk, 3C Rose F. Grill (94) Tied
CAMP BROWN W.T. (WYOMING TERR.) Neat MS. PMK Ties 6C Rose (159), Rare Cover
Only 2 on record
CAPE GIRARDEAU (Missouri Terr) II July, 18I4 in MS "Free" V.F.
ESMERALDA, N.T ., AUG. 31, 1863, Clear Pmk, Two 3C Rose (65) V.F. Strike
FORT LYON, COL., 3C Rose (65) not tied, choice 6 attractive cover

10.00
36.00
65.00
400.00
32.00
45.00
67 .50
50.00
65 .00
120.00
28.00
26.00

OVERLAND MAIL
· CENTRAL OVERLAND CALIFORNIA & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS CO., Denver City, K.T.
Blue oval, 3C Rose Tied, Mended Tear - F
JONES & RUSSELL'S PIKES PEAK EXPRESS CO., DENVER CITY, APR. 12, I860
3C Rose Red (26) tied - magnificent cover
HOLLADAY OVERLAND MAIL & EXPRESS CO., PRINTED FRANK on 3c buff
Entire (U59) Fine
"CHOO-CHOO" ENV. "PER OVERLAND MAIL STAGE, VIA LOS ANGELES"
Trifle worn- scarce 6 attractive

115.00
375.00
I20.00
170.00

OCEAN MAIL COVERS
NOISY CARRIER'S MAIL, Bold oval, IOC green, Ty.III (IS) Tied S.F. PMK.F.
FORWARDED BY G. B. POST & CO., S.F. bold octagon on Jan. 1853 folded cover
To Honolulu V.F.
STM R SIERRA NEVADA, VIA NICARAGUA, ADVANCE OF THE MAIL, Blue oval
3C Red (I I) Horiz. Pair - Fine
STEAMER WINFIELD SCOTT. TWO LINES IN RED, Bold, S.F., Cal & Fancy "Ship 6."
VIA NICARAGUA IN ADVANCE OF THE MAILS, 3C Red (11) Horiz. Pair Fine

220.00
145.00
200.00
475.00
100.00

CALIFORNIA CANCELLATIONS
DOWNIEVILLE, CAL. MAR.•!, 1859, JOe green TYII (32) tied by star in circle V.F.
DOWNIEVILLE, CAL., JULY 4, 1861 , 10c green TYV (35) tied by star on patriotic cover
Rare design. Fine
EMERY'S XING, CAL., FEB. 2, ' 56, IOc Green, TYIII (IS) MS Cane. V.F.
EMERY'S CROSSING, DEC. 1 (1856) JOe green TYIII (15) MS cane. V.F.)
GEORGETOWN, CAL., SEP. 23 MS PMK + "10" on folded letter (1851) Fine
JOHNSON'S RANCH, CAL. "Paid" MS "1 0" on patriotic. Fine
PATTERSON, CAL. Bold Double Circ. PMK, MS. "Paid 3 cents" letter encl.
RED DOG, CAL. Ties JOe green TY.V (35) to patriotic V.F.
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. DEC. 5, 1857, Bold Fancy (clipper ship) "Ship 6" V.F.

75.00
180.00
I20.00

62.50
47 .50
62.50
65 .00
85 .00
37.50
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AUCTION ACTION (continued)

WESTERN EXPRESS COVERS
ADAMS & CO. MARYSVILLE, Red oval & "Paid" V.F.
ARIZONA & NEW MEXICO EXPRESS CO., P.F. 3c green entire, blue
Company oval cancel "Prescott, A.T." V.F.
BERFORD & CO., S.F., Clear double oval. "Free" on folded letter to San Jose, V.F. & scarce
FORWARDED BY BROWN'S EXPRESS, clear blue oval HS with blue "Adams & Co.'s
Express S.F. addressed to Chips
CA LIFORNIA PENNY POST CO., 7c black on 3c red on buff entire used to S.F. from Stockton V.F.
COPLEY & CO'S MINERS' EXPRESS, Blue oval on stampless cover V.F.
DIETZ & NELSONS BRITISH COLUMBIA & VICTORIA EXPRESS PF on cover to Victoria, V.F.
EVERT SNELL & CO.'S EXPRESS, FEATHER RIVER, Blue oval, error "Evert" for "Everts,"
on stampless cover V.F.
EVERTS WILSON & CO.'S DAILY EXPRESS PF error Fine.
FREEMAN & ·co. EXPRESS PF in green on IOc green on buff (U 18) with red WF & Co. PF Fine
GREGORY'S EXPRESS OFFICE, SAN FRANCISCO, 31ines on blue, in 1351, folded Jetter V.F.
HORN'S YREKA, FORT JONES & SCOTT RIVER TRI-WEEKLY EXPRESS on 3c
green on amber (Ul64) & W.F. & Co. "Fort Jones" V.F.
RUNDELL & CO'S EXPRESS, PAID 50 CENTS across top of 3c pink (U35) V.F.
SALMON RIVER & NEZ PERCES EXPRESS, PAJD 75 CENTS, Printed at L.B. of IOc green on buff
(U40) & red W.F. & Co. Fine.
TODD & CO'S EXPRESS in small ·shield & "Paid" V.F.
TRUMAN & CHAPMAN'S EXPRESS, S.F. & S.J. RAILROAD, illustration V.F.
VERA'S EXPRES~ Fancy P.F. at left on 3c red on buff(UIO) V.F.
WHEELER, RUTHERFORD & CO. EXPRESS, P.F. on ribbon on 3c pink on buff (U58)

42.50
160.00
230.00
270.00
300.00
250.00
70.00
120.00
140.00
72.50
67.50
100.00
57.50
135.00
130.00
95.00
200.00
90.00

WELLS FARGO & CO.
WELLS FARGO & CO. OPHIR EXPRESS in blue oval and " Free" & MS "5"
WELLS FAR90 & CO. OPHIR EXPRESS in blue oval MS "12" and $1.00 (the Express Charge. Fine.
WELLS FARGO & CO. Early woodblock frank on 3c red on buff to "iHg Bar, near Yankee Jims,
blue oval W.F. S.F. V.F.
WELLS FARGO & CO. EARLY WOODBLOCK frank error "Routs" for "Routes" Fine.
WELLS FARGO & CO. Black PF overprinted on red Pacific Union Exp. Co. V.F.

32.00
80.00
50.00
105.00
40.00
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ADVERTISEMENTS

RATES PER ISSUE ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Full page $30.00; half page $15.00; quarter page $7.50;
one-eighth page $4.00. Net. Mail direct to:
M. C. Nathan, Editor
94 Biscayne Drive, San Rafael, Califoroia

WANTED

WANTED

Material for my auctions

As a gift to the Smithsonian Institution:

or

A nice Pony Express cover
of the 1860-61 period.

Will buy outright

If interested please contact:

Robert Lewenthal
1700 Broadway
San Francisco, California 94109
Telephone (415) 776-4767

MR. JOHN J. SLOCUM
Smithsonian Institution
The National Museum of
History and Technolgoy
Washington, D.C. 20560

ALWAYS WANT TO BUY
Choice U.S. stamps and covers
Autograph letters and documents
of importance.
Old maps, broadsides, political,
philatelic and numismatic items.
Regular auctions in New York City
FREE AMERICANA AND AUCTION LISTS
TO MEMBERS OF WESTERN COVER SOC.

BRUCE GIMELSON
Fort Washington Industrial Park
Fort Washington, Pennsylvania
19034

1971 SUPPLEMENT
to
"The Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co."
Supplen;Jentary pages include illustrations of
63 additional types, 140 date and office
changes, and 155 newly documented offices.
64 pages in all.
Supplementary Pages only
Complete Handbook
(incl. supplement)
Post Paid

$ 3.50
$12.50

Send check with order direct to:
J. F. leutzinger
7239 West Mercer Way
Mercer Island, Wa. 98040
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS
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A D V E R T I S E M E N TS

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTV
WHAT DO YOU NEED?

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN
THE EATING"

WRITE FOR
MY FREE
SPECIAL LISTS

For immediate action and
everlasting satisfaction
sell your co llection to us
Over thirty years of
Happy Relationships
with clients
is our best testimonial

E. N. Sampson
P.O. Box 592

Bath, N.Y. 14810

ROBERT A. SIEGEL
10 East 52nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

WANTED TO BUY - FOREIGN COVERS
OLD and RARE
BOOKS and PRINTS
BOUGHT - SOLD
You are sure to find something
in our large stock
of western material
Visit us when in San Francisco
JOHN HOWELL
434 Post Street

San Francisco, California

We are especially interested in 19th century
& early 20th century of t he entire wor ld,
but will also buy 1st flight & first day
covers of the more modern period .
We carry one of the largest stock of foreign
covers and stamps in the U.S.
Approvals sent per want lists.
UNITED STATES
We are also interested in buying worthwhile U.S.
stamps and covers. Want lists also filled on these
from our large stock.
William 0. Bilden
801 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Miim. 55403

WESTER
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ADVERTISEMENTS

U. S. COVERS

THIS

SPACE
FOR

SALE

My stock of covers is strong in al l periods
from stampless to modern, Alabama
to Wyoming.
What would you like to see?
References, please.

Henry M. Spelman, Ill
P.O. Box 488
Lexington, Mass. 02173

WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS
FIRST DAYS
STAM PLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS
CONFEDERATES- CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS- EXPRESSES
For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales
AL ZIMMERMAN

843 Van Nest Ave.

Bronx, N. Y. 10462

