&ESEA&CH JO't.T&NAL OF EAR.LY "W'ESTER.N MAILS

VOLUME XXII, NO. III

"VV"estern Cover Society

JULY 1972

Express

Territorial

Ocean Mail

Statehood

Overla:n.Cl

Postal Rates

Post Offices

Postal History

CON-T ENTS

Page
1

Editor's Corner
Membership Changes
Available Back Issues of Western Express & Maps

2

The Earliest Use of the 1¢-3¢ 1851 Stamps from California
By W. Scott Polland, M.D.
. . . . . . .

3

The "Rt. Rev. Bishop Hopkins D.D." Correspondence
Courtesy of Marc Haas . . . . . . . . .

7

The Smithsonian's Pony Express Cover - By Ellen E. Roney

11

Mother Lode Towns-Rough and Ready by M.C. Nathan

13

San Francisco "Steamship"- By Everett C. Erie

17

A Group of Expresses- By (the late) A. Jay Hertz

23

Auction Action- By Robert Lewenthal .

29

..........

35

Advertisements

/~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE ADDRESS all communications intended for WESTERN EXPRESS to the Editor, M. C. Nathan, 94 Biscayne
Drive, San Rafael, California 94901. Advertising copy and payment therefore should also be sent to the editor, but inquiries
regarding m~mbership should be sent to Everett C. Erie, 9877 Elmar Avenue, Oakland, California 94603.

Page 1

WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1972

EDITOR'S CORNER
Ballots for voting on Officers and Directors for 1973 and 1974 will be included with the October
issue of Western Express. The Nominating Committee has already received several suggestions
who will receive careful consideration. Now is the time to send in to Dr. W. Scott Polland, the
current chairman of the committee, your choice.
Again I must ask for some capable member who will take over the co-editorship of "Territorial
Times." This is a very important part of Western Express and deserves much more attention than
it has been getting. Please help!
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

#558
#559
#560
#561
#562
#563
#564
#565

#450
#499
#504

#447

New Members
Donald Forster, M.D., 1134 S.W. Breyman Ave., Portland, Ore. 97219
Collects Western expresses
Robert D. Livingston , 4820 Crestwood Way , Sacramento, Ca. 95822
Collects Sacramen to covers
Harold E. Salley, 4008 Violet St. La Mesa, Ca. 92041
Collects Calif. postmarks and Postal History (Calif.)
Steven L. Jensen, P.O. Box 8166, Salt Lake City, Utah 84108
Collects Montana Territorials
Milton Severy, 838 So. I St., Livermore, Ca. 94550
Collects western towns
William C. Tatham, P.O. Box 116, Downey, Ca. 90240
Dealer
Charles W. Winter, P.O. Box 1162, Los Altos, Ca. 94022
Collects Scott #I 0 & #11 - also terri to rials
William J. Mills Jr., M.D ., 1544 Hidden Lane, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Collects Wells Fargo Express, Territorials, Alaska
Change of Address
James W. Milgram, M.D., Dept. Orthopaedic Surgery, N.W. Medical School,
30~ E. Chicago Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60611
Henry M. Spelman III, P.O. Box 645, San Anselmo, Ca. 94960
W. E. Waste, 255 California St., Room 1005, San Francisco, Ca. 94111
The Philatelic Foundation, 99 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016

Hal Ottoway

Resignations
#483 John Fendricj<.

#512

Richard Helbock

#216

L. S. Stallings

Dropped for non-payment of dues

#

93

#475

Donald Malcolm
Don Swearingen

#I 06 Robert Dickson
#487

Robert Cutting

Leave of absence
#251 Mel C. Nathan, Jr.
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BACK ISSUES OF WESTERN EXPRESS AVAILABLE
Now is the time to fill those vacancies in your run of WESTERN EXPRESS.
The following issues are available at $2.50 each:

1954 - January

1956 - April, October

1957 - April, October

1958- October

1959 - April, October

1961 - July, October

1962 - January, April and October

1963 - April, October

1964- January, July and October

1966 - April, July

1965- January, July and October

1967- April, July, October

1968 - July

1970 & 1971- All

1969 - April, July, October

Available at $3.50 each: January 1966, and January 1968.

Robert Hanson Maps Available at $3.50 each
The Butterfield Overland Mail Route, S.F.-El Paso
The Butterfield Overland Mail Route, El Paso-St. Louis
The "Holy Road" Log of the Pioneer Mormon Company
(the above as listed in April Western Express)
The Mormon Wagon Route-Salt Lake to Los Angeles, 1849-50

Order from Secretary-Treasurer at 9877 Elmar Avenue, Oakland, CA 94603.
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THE EARLIEST USE OF THE 1¢-3¢ 1851 STAMPS FROM CALIFORNIA
By W. Scott PoUand, M.D.

Stamps of this issue are known used in the Eastern states on July 1, 1851. However, it is difficult
to tell when they first arrived in California. Records of usage are incomplete, particularly of the
1¢ in 1851. Ashbrook in his classic "The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857." Vol. I,
Pg. 124 says that the San Francisco Post Office did not receive 3¢ stamps until late in September
1851. Covers from California to Eastern states showing the single rate paid by a block of six or a
strip of six, Plate I E stamps are scarce items. He illustrates a cover from Sacramento, a former
Chase cover from Sacramento City, March 1, 185 2.
Recently I was fortunate enough to obtain a cover with a magnificent strip of six 1¢ Plate I E
stamps on a cover from San Francisco, Oct. l, which I am sure is 1851. See Illustration #I.
Illustration #1

Author's Collection

How do I know this is an 1851 usage? One piece of evidence is the manuscript marking on the
left of October 1, 1851. I have found these markings, as a rule very reliable. However, there are
a few other covers mailed on the same date, having this type of postmark and grid, which are
known to have been certainly used on this date, see Illustration #II and III. Ashbrook states that
this small open grid was used in San Francisco only a short time in 1851.

WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1972

Page 4

THE EARLIEST USE OF THE t¢-3¢ 1851 STAMPS FROM CALIFORNIA (continued)

Illustration #II

Author's Collection

I have a number of the Christopher Heiser correspondence of 1851-1852, all carefully routed,
with the name of the steamers they sailed upon, and these sailings have been verified.

Illustration #III

Basil Pearce Collection

The only reference I have fo und of the arrival of stamps in California was in the "Sacramento
Union" of September 26, 1851, and keyed for six insertions. "Postage Stamps- stamps for prepayment of postage can be obtained upon application at the "Post Office." Richard A. EdesP.M.
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THE EARLIEST USE OF THE l~-3~ 1851 STAMPS FROM CALIFORNIA (continued)

IUustration #IV is a cover from Sacramento City with a red handstamp and a manuscript cancellation, on a pair of 3¢ orange browns dated Sept. 30, which must have been 1851. This may be the
earliest known usage of stamps of the 185 1 issue in California.
Illustration IV

Basil Pearce Collection

, ) { '//~

t/rr ' / / /r /
/

~/'/1) / .

I think the evidence is clear that the earliest stamps of the 185 I issue used in California arrived
late in September 185 I.
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THE "RT. REV . BISHOP HOPKINS D .D ." CORRESPONDENCE
Courtesy of Marc Haas

Editor's Note: Rarely do we come across an interesting correspondence with such an unbroken
sequence of letters, particularly such as are illustrated here, from the collection of our member
Marc Haas. The letters and illustrations will be shown in turn in this and coming issues to
their conclusion.

~ /t:r~k;://e;z_,.

"·

..

- :..~:

San Francisco, June 9th 1849
At last my beloved parents- after a journey of 109 days uninterrupted travel from New York-the
good Providence of God has enabled me to address you from San Francisco, where our vessel arrived
tlus morning at 2 o elk. I wrote you last from Mazatlan from which place we came in 26 days, in a
small crowded Danish schooner. We had 108 souls on board of whom one was an American lady, who
has accompanied her husband all the way from N.Y. and who never went below, the whole voyage
thro', altho' the weather has been very cold and boisterous. The trade winds on the North Pacific are
directly against vessels from the south so that from Mazatlan here often ·occupies 30 to 40 days,
while the other way it may be performed in 9. Our captain was a clever fellow enough, but spoiled by
the rage of making money, so that he undertook to starve us on three articles of food only, & those of
the very worst quality- to wit jerked beef (Mexican beef salted & dried and tasting like roasted
leather) rice, and beans, with a cup of abominable tea sweetened with sugar as black as chocolateonce a day, and a small quantity of wormy & mouldy bread. For a few days we believed his protestations that this was all that this wretched coast could furnish, and endured it as well as we could, but
some of the passengers discovering good bread, beef, & pork on board, our American blood was up
on the instant. Two meals were solemnly thrown overboard immediately on their distribution in the

Page 8

WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1972

THE "RT. REV. BISHOP HOPKINS D.D." CORRESPONDENCE (continued)
presence of the Capt who was summoned to witness the ceremony, and he was ordered by a commi~tee
to fetch out his good provender at once & furnish it throughout the voyage, or the men woul~ confme
him in his berth & ransack the ship for themselves- even if bullets & daggers were necessary a1ds. Th1s
frightened him, and our fare was improved by the best of beef & pork duff twice a week, plenty of .
good bread, coffee & fresh meat from the pigs and oxen on board. This I had no hand in but would
have done it as a matter of self defence, but in a milder way, for during the 5 days from San Blas to
Mazatlan I almost sickened on such fare. At Mazatlan we had a fray with the Mexicans which resulted
in the death of I Mexican & 2 wounded,-four Americans were badly wounded & 3 left behind. It
originated in an Americans swordsmans boasting in agreeing that he wished nothing so much as to
fight alone with the best three Mexicans in the place. A Mexican challenged him and they proceeded
to fight, a stone from the mob who at once collected broke the Americans sword hand before he
could draw his weapon. More than 100 Ams were ashore at the time from different vessels & parties,
mostly unarmed, and as the whole population- military & all were collected almost in an instant they
soon wounded four of us & drove the rest on board the ships, whence the more moderate of us had
hard work to prevent the others returning with arms, to engage in a fresh riot. No man of my party
however was hurt, tho' so many were left behind there & at the other places, from sickness, & want
of money that only 21 out of the 50 who left N.Y. are now at S.F. We were so much deceived by the
calculations of our scoundrel Capt Innes, that those among us best off had just money enough to pay
their passage to S.F. Some pawned their guns, clothes, watches etc. to get thro' and I was fool enough
to lend my watch to one party for that purpose. He was to redeem it here, but I never expect to see
it again. I am now worth just 75cents & Jose' has nothing. Our clothes are not arrived & we do not
know that they ever will. I have therefore worn the same suit consisting of one pair of pants of fustion,
one red flannel shirt, & two coats, night & day since I left Mexico on the 16th of April. I am therefore
somewhat ragged, my boots are worn tluo', I am covered with- - - lice, & lame in my left ankle with
acute inflammation which will detain me from my party for several days. I am however as merry as a
cricket under the circumstances (living ones & all) for my friend Micleheas will lend me $100 on
Monday day after tomorrow with which we can go up to the mines, & if he fails I can get immediate
employment as a carpenter at $16 pr day & Jose' $10 as a laborer. This alternative I shall at once adopt
the moment J get on my feet, but do not think I shall be driven to it. Tomorrow I shall wash my
clothes for the first time in my life, & after a thorough ablution in fresh water I expect to feel much
better. I doubt whether my comrades will keep together & if they seperate the Burlington boys will
be but a couple of days before us at the mines whither they went today after a brief call on me, and
where my party intend to start on Monday next. The weather is very cold here although it is in June.
The north westers prevail on the coast and are very strong & searching. More than 70 vessels are
anchored here- mostly deserted. The steamer Panama arrived 4 days since from Panama, & I am wait·
ing to go ashore in the expectation of hearing from home.- till then I shall not dose this letter. The
news from the mines is encouraging. Science nor skill have yet made their appearance there, so that
the use of clumsy instruments render the work hard & the profits small, but still the least dug is~ oz
pr day, & an average of one oz is procured. The climate there is warmer. 10,000 people there at work.
- provisions plenty but expensive, on a/c of transportation. Labor here is the expensive item, manufactures & provisions from abroad being sold here at NY prices, but freight from here to the minesabout 1SO miles is $40 pr c wt. I have invented a cheap machine for washing & combining the gold
with mercury, which I can make with a few tools on the spot, & as 6 or 7 of my comrades will stick
together at all events, we shall probably make good work. However, whatever results, we are in the
hands of a Providence whose extra ordinary favors to me from the beginning, of my adventures to the
present moment have strengthened my faith in his watchfulness & mercy. He will provide! Ere this
letter reaches you I shall be worth $1 000. My time on the passage has been spent principally in
reading the Bible, the little black one which Susan Hall gave me years ago, and which is my only book.
Never have I passed a period of such hoggish inactivite as that 26 days. Thank God it is over! May I
never regret it! I shall feel anxious to hear from you, did I not know that the even tenor of your ways
admit but little variety or casualty. You are of course all well, busy & thinking of your absent members.
God keep you so till my return, ever prays your affetionate and penurious son
Caspar
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THE "RT. REV. BISHOP HOPINS D.D." CORRESPONDENCE (continued)
P.S. June II th. I wrote this when on board ship where I remained two days after my comrades left.
Today I came ashore and have had the great happiness of receiving a letter from Aunty dated March 1Oth
& one from mother March 18th, for the good news in which I was you may be sure- truely grateful. I
am sorry to hear that Charley met with such an accident, but it is just like him. If he goes on as he has
so far, he will have as many scars as Den tabes by the time he is as of age. Give him my love & congratulations on his success at the organ, also to dear Willy whose labors I know are now very valuable
to you. My foot today is nearly well, & as l have boiled the lice to death, got my money, bought new
clothes & eaten a civilized breakfast (the latter to the astonishment of all beholders) I am in good condition to start tomorrow for Stockton whither the Burlington Co have preceded us & shall join them
if possible & remain with them. My own Co has broken up and I am glad to part from some of them
though sorry to lose others. Christian society l have not met with in a single instance since I left N.Y.
hut many nominal Churchmen-have crossed my path. I congradulate Paul on his success in Politics,please remember me to him & present my congratulations on his marriage. Remember me kindly also
to all my friends & please assure them of my health & prosperity. I beg my dear parents not to be
offended at the curt style of my letters home, as it is not from any lack of affection- God knows but
from the press of matter I have to communicate & the lack of time & convenience for writing. My
letters from Mexico have been written always in crowded rooms on the bottoms of the beds, and
seated O!l the floor, & here l write on a trunk in a tent with 50 others bustling around me. Tllis is the
7th letter I have sent you since I left N.Y. tho' I fear you have not reed them all. Please write me by
steamer & send me the Free Press regularly , as I do not see other papers but by accident. The church
here will be liberally supported as a large proportion of the emigrants from the cities are respectable
& wealthy members of it. The Presbyterians, Romanists, & Baptists are already on the ground & have
full houses. And now once more my dearest Parents I must bid you farewell. I will write from the
mines as often as I find conveyance, but cannot answer regularity. As regards law & order here, it is
paramount the strictest honor in business transactions being universal. It is the same at the mines.
Best love to all
Your beloved and loving son
Caspar
(To be continued)

Page 11

WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1972

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND TECHNOLOGY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560

March 7, 1972
Mr. M.C. Nathan, Editor
Western Express
94 Biscayne Drive
San Rafael, California 94901
Dear Mr. Nathan:
You were so kind as to publish the Smithsonian's plea for help
in finding a Pony Express cover for our Collection, in your April,
1971 issue. We thought you might be interested in what we were
finally able to obtain. Just in case your readers would also be
interested, the details have been put into article form and a photo
is enclosed.
This beautiful cover, which will be exhibited as soon as
possible, has been pictured in your journal (April, 1961) and in
your book, The Pony Express, so you must already be very familiar
with it.

Thank you once

a~ain

for your help.

d;::J/2.77
Ellen E. Roney
Division of Posta
History
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THE SMITHSONIAN'S PONY EXPRESS COVER
by Ellen E. Roney
'

When the Smithsonian Institution purchased one of the finest examples of Pony Express usage
on a Civil War Patriotic envelope, another rarity was obtained fo r all collectors, who, as U.S.
citizens, own a share in the National Postage Stamp Collection.
This outstanding cover bears a Wells Fargo & Co. Pony Express $2.00 red adhesive stamp
(Scott #143Ll) on a 10¢ embossed stamped envelope (Scott #U33). The patriotic emblem
was printed in red and blue by Hutchings and Rosenfield, and shows a cannon and Union flag.
The slogan, "The Union must and shall be preserved," appears below.
The blue "Running Pony" oval marking was applied at San Francisco on June 12, 186 l, and it
was postmarked with a green circular marking upon arrival at St. Joseph, Mo., on June 24, 1861 12 days time. From there the letter traveled via regular U.S. mails to New York City, but, with
the absence of a New York receiving backstamp, the total transit time remains undetermined.
This remarkable cover was purchased at a Robert E. Siegel auction in March, 1971, for $10,500.
It will go on display in the Smithsonian's Hall of Philately and Postal History when it reopens
this summer.
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MOTHER LODE TOWNS- ROUGH and READY
by M. C. Nathan

Rough and Ready, Nevada County, California, derived its name from the first settlers who carne
there in the fall of 1849 and called themselves the Rough and Ready Company. The leader of
this company was A. A. Townsend who served under General Taylor in the Winnebago war, and
for this reason was styled Rough and Ready.
The company prospected here and found rich ground, so it moved its camp from Slate Creek to
this place. Everything possible was done to keep their location and highly successful operations a
secret, but without avail. Others came, and only through the ingenuity of Capta in Townsend, a
deal was made that satisfied all concerned.
The fame of these rich diggings soon had gone abroad. Claims were taken up on all available
ground. Tents were pitched on the flat and along the ravines everywhere. Merchants came in with
their wares and whiskey.
The population grew so rapidly that it became necessary to have some kind of local government
to assure law and order. A committee was chosen to administer justice in the community. Their
authority was sustained by the people; their power was absolute. It was even suggested that a sep-
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MOTHER LODE TOWNS- ROUGH AND READY (continued)

arate and independent government be set up called State of Rough and Ready, but was so badly
ridiculed that the idea vanished.
Then came the mining region scourge of cholera. On top of this it was a dry winter that made it
necessary to bring water in by ditches. The scarcity of water, while awaiting for the completion
of its ditch, paralyzed mining and business of the town to the extent that many miners departed
for more favorable localities. Merchants failed in large numbers as business came to a standstill.
By the end of 185 l , the appearance of water had a somewhat reviving influence and the town
regained to a degree its former prestige.
Prosperity was not long to stay in Rough and Ready, for a devastating fire occurred on June 28,
1853; the whole business section of the town burned to the ground . The town was quickly rebuilt
with the new buildings better and bigger than the old ones, and concentrated more together.
From 1856 the easier operated placer mines became exhausted, and since there was nothing else
to sustain the town it began to decline. On July 8, 1859 the town was again completely destroyed
by fire, as it possessed no facilities for combating fire. The town never recovered from this
blow. Beside the fire loss the rich surface diggings that had drawn the people to come here had
become nearly exhausted, there was nothing to induce the people to remain and build up another
town. A few who still had paying claims remained , just enough people to maintain a store, saloon,
Post Office and express office.
At one time Rough and Ready had over 1,000 registered voters, some 300 houses, stores, shops
and meeting halls. There is now a single combination home and post office, a living memorial to
a patriotic couple who spent years keeping the place alive until tragedy befell them too.
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MOTHER LODE TOWNS- ROUGH AND READY (continued)

The follow ing four Rough and Ready covers were supplied by courtesy of Basil C. Pearce from
his collection:

/

Post Office Established 7/28/ 185 1
Post Office opened prior to confirmation from Washington
Rate to Atlantic Coast 40¢ per~ oz.

5¢ local use unpaid 1851-55
5¢ additional to collect to forward.

WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1972
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MOTHER LODE TOWNS- ROUGH AND READY (continued)

Cover dated Feb. 26, 1852
Local post rate 3~ Pa id
1851-1855

/AJ /

//,

/r/r'

(/ ~~, /[ /!/1

3¢ '51 stamp to pay local use
1851-1855
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SAN FRANCISCO ..STEAMSHIP"
By Everett C. Erie

The early SHIP markings of San Francisco have been thoroughly discussed (a), and collectors are
fairly familiar with the unique "SHIP 6" that is generally, although incorrectly, known as the
Clipper Ship Cancel. In truth it is not a cancel but a postoffice accounting mark used on letters
arriving in and addressed to San Francisco, by private ship or vessel (one not having a mail contract) during the years 1850-1860.
When addressed to points beyond San Francisco the rate of postage due was different- 2¢ as the
Captain's fee, plus the regular postage from San Francisco to Destination.
Late in 1860 a new "SHIP 6" handstamp was introduced, with "SHIP" in an arc with "6" below.
Following the Act of February 1861 which authorized five cents for local delivery of ship letters,
a "SHIP 5" in similar style was introduced.
Then there was another marking- that of the China and Japan Steam Service (b), used between
1867 and 1869. While the question of where this oval marking was applied (San Francisco or on
board ships of the Panama Mail Steam Ship Company) has not been definitely established, San
Francisco seems to be the logical place, for it has not been reported on letters TO the Orient;
only on letters carried on the eastward voyage to San Francisco.
Early in the twentieth century , San Francisco began using a PAQUEBOT marking for letters
arriving from other countries, by ship, with stamps uncancelled. This was for letters posted on
board or for late postings at the next previous port of call. The PAQUEBOT marking was applied
to justify the cancelling of foreign stamps by the San Francisco office (c).
But this article was to be on the San Francisco STEAMSHIP date-stamp which I have noted to be
used between 1872 and 1891, or the in-between period. Unlike the early SHIP markings- which
were postage due markings; or the later PAQUEBOT-which merely showed acceptance of the
foreign postage stamps; the STEAMSHIP date-stamp seems to have been no more than a transit
marking.
Little has been written on its use, or the reason for its existence. Certainly its application to a
letter from Samoa or Tahiti was only confirming the obvious- how else would a letter come
from these places in that period?
The author's meagre collection of covers with this date-stamp (and its various abbreviations),
together with a few recorded from other collections, is not sufficient to put forth major conclusions. In effect then, this article becomes merely a listing of this particular date-stamp from these
covers, with the hope that others will come forward with information-more data and more
examples, so that a pattern or period of use may be established.
H appears that the Steamship date-stamp was introduced in the early 1870's. The first illustration is of a cover of unknown origin, addressed to New York and bearing ten cents postage. The
lower left corner is documented "August 28 , 1872." It bears the SAN FRANCISCO/STEAMSHIP date-stamp of October 2. If the documentation is accepted as a probable date of mailing,
we wonder where the letter was for the 35 days ~ntil October 2. If we concentrate on the San
Francisco date of October 2 we can weave a nice tale. For the S.S. CHINA of the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company arrived in San Francisco from Yokohama on October 2 (d). Could it be that
this letter came on that ship?
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SAN FRANCISCO "STEAMSHIP" (continued)

Figure 2

The only o ther cover I have seen with STEAMSHIP spelled out and with no state in the postmark,
is one that came from Acapulco and is addressed for delivery in San Francisco (figure 2). It is the
only one in the group so addressed. The San Francisco date is October 5 and the letter bears the
Acapulco date of Sept. 24, 1873.
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SAN FRANCISCO " STEAMSHIP" (continued)
rI III III I III II II IIII II II I

I I t T.r.r.'r:T.T;T;r.1:r.r.T.T

. WEI,TPOS'l'\'EREI~.

r:r:T.r:r.r.r.rr.r.T:

(U:\IOX •l'OSTALE UJYEJtSELLE.J

POSTKA H.'l'E :H:s DEUTSCHLAND.
(ALL~:M AI< NE.)

Figure 3
The second type- in chronological order of the collection- has the word STEAMSHIP abbreviated and adds "CAL," to read SAN FRANCISCO, CAL/ST. SHP. The first one is from Melbourne,
February 15, 1878 and is addressed to Boston. The San Francisco "ST.SHP. date is March 28.
Even postcards get the Steamship treatment! Witness figure 3, a card from Germany (June 12,
1886) and destined for Hawaii. It is backstamped "SAN FRANCISCO , CAL/ RECD/JUL/ 2/FD.
The "SAN FRANCISCO CAL/ ST.SHP. " postmark is that of the next day- July 3. Is there some
significance to this delay?
The third cover bearing the abbreviated ST.SHP. datestamp is a stampless- origin unknown. It is
addressed to Berkeley and has two handstam ps, "Due" in blue and a "5" over a curved CENTS
in black (figure 4). The "5 cts." is in manuscript.
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Figure 4
The final type has a strangely abbreviated STMSHIP (figure 5). The postcard from Toronto destined for Hong Kong, has two San Francisco postmarks; that of the San Francisco Foreign Division dated Feb. 8, 1891, and the SAN FRANCISCO CAL/STMSHIP of February 14- almost a
week's difference. Does this mean, perhaps, that the card was noted as received, and then held
until there was a sailing for Hong Kong, at which time it was processed and the STMSHIP postmark applied? This would indicate that the marking was used for outgoing mail. It is strange that
this card and the other (figure 3) show evidence of double treatment, whereas the letters seem to
have by-passed the Foreign Division, at least postmarkwise.
Mr. Jack Hughes, the Samoan specialist, has a cover from Samoa (1887) which has the SAN
FRANCISCO CAL/STMSHIP date-stamp.
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SAN FRANCISCO "STEAMSHIP" (continued)

FigureS
The final illustration (figure 6) has a rather tenuous connection with the subject under consideration-the "5 CENTS" marking in black. (The only other markings on this letter to Philadelphia is
the normal San Francisco date-stamp of December 28.) It is the same "5 CENTS" used with a
separate "Due" hanclstamp in blue shown in figure 4. By Congressional Act of March 3, 1851 ,
the domestic postage for a single letter to be conveyed under 3,000 miles was to be 3 cents, if
the letter were prepaid, but 5 cents if unpaid- effective June 30, 185 I.

Figure 6
(a) E. A. Wiltsec, AMERICAN PHILATELIST, August 1937; Dr. W. Scott Polland, WESTERN EXPRESS, January and
July 1968
(b) Richard Graham, THE CHRONICLE, February 1972
(c) M.A. Studd, PAQUEBOT AND SHIP LETTER CANCELLATIONS OF THE WORLD 1894-1951.
(d) JAPANESE PHILATELY, December 196~ (part 2)
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES
By (the late) A. Jay Hertz

BROWNE'S NEW DEPOT AND PONEY EXPRESS
The owner and operator of this express, was a man by the name of G. W. Browne. He drove his
express between Jackson and Aqueduct City .
From Amador Weekly Ledger of Jan . 16, 1858 we find:
"News depot and pony express.
On the arrival of the Atlantic Mail Steamers, the undersigned will offer for sale all the principal Eastern
and European papers, magazines, periodicals, reviews, etc., etc . ...
In addition .. .. A daily express will also run to the principal mining camps in this country. Letters,
papers, packages, etc., arriving in Jackson, for any person residing in Scottsville, Butte City, Iowa Flat,
Spanish Flat, Slabtown, Clinton, Pine Grove, Grass Valley, Aqueduct City and the adjourning mining
camps, will be carried to their doors.
Any package for transportation and other business entrusted to his care, will be faithfully and promptly
attend':)d to.
By close attention to business, energy and perseverance, he hopes to deserve and receive the support of
the public.
Office and depot at the Miner's Drug Store, corner of Main and Water Streets.
G. W. Browne."
Jackson, Nov. 7, 1857.

So we see that instructions were given and everything given as though word of mouth. Further
than that, we do not know.
FRIED'S HUMBUG EXPRESS
The owner and operator of this express, was a gentleman by the name of George Fried. He
drove his express between Yreka and Humbug. He purchased an express already in operation and
continued the line.
From Yreka Journal of June 26, 1872 we find the following:
"George Fried has purchased the Humbug Express and will, no doubt, meet with good success in
accommodating the people of Humbug and of Yreka, also ."

No ads have been found for this express, only news items. It is a good thing that, for favors to
the paper, he got the attention of the editor without pay. From the same paper, just two years
later, he again got a news item in the paper. This was on June 17, 1874:
"George Fried, proprietor of the Humbug Express, has received the contract for carrying the mail
between Yreka and Oak Bar, to commence July 1st, leaving Yreka every Friday morning and
returning Saturday. An effort will be made to change the time to Wednesday and return Thursday,
so as to accomodate the weekly papers from below, which arrive here before Wednesday and it will
be the day of publication of the Yreka Journal."

Fried had the mail contract and that was all an express could wish for and get at the time. He had
held on for at least two years. How long further they were in business, we will o nly find later.
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (continued)

FURMAN, MciNTYRE & CO.'S EXPRESS. (1851)
The operators were those mentioned in the express. The line ran from Middle Yuba, Rattlesnake
Bar and intermediate towns to Grass Valley. They connected with Gregory & Co.'s Express.
For the short time that they were in business, they seemed to do quite well. They forwarded the
money that was entrusted to them, to Gregory and Co. and through them, to the East.
From the Nevada Journal of Oct. I1, 185I, we read :
"Express.
Notice to miners on the Middle Yuba, Rattlesnake Bar, Newburyport Bar, McKinsey's Flat, Eureka,
Dry Diggings, Humbug, Canon and Grass Valley.
Furman, Mcintyre & Co.,
.
have completed their establishments, one at Snow Tent, sixteen miles from Grass Valley and 28 miles
from Nevada; the other at German Bar, four miles N.W. of Snow Tent, are established to furnish a
general assortment of goods direct from Sacramento at the lowest possible rates. Both houses are
filled up to entertain travelers.
They will also run a semi-monthly express to San Francisco through Nevada, Grass Valley, Rough and
Ready and Sacramento. Letters will be delivered at the several diggings by agents appointed. All
moneys will be forwarded through Gregory and Co.'s Express, San Francisco."
May 29, 1851.

Though we have hunted through the pages of many papers, there is little to be found about this
express. We are certain that, at some future date, more facts will turn up about this express.
GEORGE & CO.'S STAGE LINE
Eli George was the proprietor of this line. It ran between Austin (Nev.) and Canon City and : ·
between Lander City and Canon City. When he took over the stage line from Hunter & Johnson,
he did an "about face" and instead of increasing the fares, he reduced them. From a news item
in The Reese River Reveille of Feb. II, I864 we see:
News. "Change of proprietors.
Eli George & Co., have bought out the stage line of Hunter & Johnson and will hereafter run two stages
per day between this place (Austin) and Canon City, leaving Austin at 9 A.M. and 2 P.M. and Canon City
at 8 A.M. and 2 P.M. each day. It is customary when an opposition line is bought off, to increase the fare
but in this instance, George & Co. have reversed the rule and reduced the fare to $3 each way .... "

From same, Feb. 18, I864:
"Austin & Big Creek U.S. Mail Line coaches leaving Austin every day . ... for
Lander City, Watertown and Canon City ....
Eli George & Co., Proprietor."

Thus we see the name changed and added to from the original one. From the same of Feb. 27,
I864 we find:
"Austin and Big Creek U.S. Mail Line Coach
leaves Austin every day at 9 A.M. and 2 P.M. for Lander City, Watertown and Canon City. Leaves
Canon City every day for the above places at 8 A.M. and 2 P.M.
Eli George & Co., Proprietor."

All three notices were within a little over 2 weeks. There should be more notices which so far
have escaped scrutiny. More perhaps, later.
'
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (continued)

GILKEY'S KLAMATH & SALMON EXPRESS
The owner and operator of this express, was a gentleman by the name of L. B. Gilkey. He ran
his express between the towns of Union, Orleans Bar, Forks of Salmon, Sawyer's Bar and other
points on the Salmon and Klamath Rivers.
From the Humbolt Times of January 9, 1858 we find the following:
"Klamath and Salmon Rivers Express.
The undersigned, as successors toR. Wiley, is now running a semi-monthly express to Orleans Bar,
Forks of Salmon, Sawyer's Bar, and other points on the Salmon and Klamath Rivers, leaving immediately after the arrival of the mail steamers from San Francisco. All orders in this line from
Bucksport, Eureka, Union or Trinidad, promptly and carefully attended to.
Union, Nov. 1857.
L. B. Gilkey"

Gilkey had bought out R. Wiley's Express and ran it under his own name. In 1860, the longer
name was completely changed to simply Gilkey's Express. This is the only advertisement that we
could find.
HART & CO.'S EXPRESS (1855)
The owners and operators of this express, was the firm of Hart & Company. They ran their express from Crescent to Yreka. From Yreka Union of Nov. 24, 1855 we read the following:
"Hart & Co.'s Express.
From Creseent City to Yreka, connecting at Crescent City with Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express and at
Yreka, with Rhodes & Co. , touching at the following places:
Sailor's Diggings
Althouse
Indian Creek
Happy Camp
Klamath River
Hamburg Bar
Johnson's Bar
French Bar and
Scott's Bar.
For the security of our patrons against all available accidents, we have entered into a joint stock
company, capital of $5000 for all valuable and treasures that may be entrusted to our care.
We will leave Yreka upon the arrival of the mail from the states for Crescent City. Leave Crescent City
for Yreka upon the arrival of the mail at that place.''

Thus those cities were covered. Mail in that day was of the poorest and some of the smaller
places, were not handled or attended to. So, that the express gave them any service at all, was
something to be very thankful for. It was many a day, before the U.S. Mail service came in. Hart
connected with Wells, Fargo and with Rhodes & Company.
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (continued)

HAWORTH & SWIFT U.S. MAIL LINE ( 1851)
This company was owned and operated by the men above. The route lay between Sacramento,
Johnson's Ranch, Rough and Ready, Grass Valley and Nevada City. From The Sacramento
UnionofNov. 25,1851 we find:
"Telegraph Line of the U.S. Mail
Coaches, Sacramento .... passing through Johnson's Ranch, Rough and Ready and Grass Valley ,
arriving at Nevada City ... .
Haworth & Swift, Proprietors,
Successors to James Birch."

From the Alta California of Nov. 27, 1851, we find the following:
"Rapid Traveling. The Sacramento Union says: The quickest trip in the
annals of staging in this country, was made by the Telegraph Line to Nevada on Tuesday last. This
line was established by the pioneer staging in California, Mr. James Brich and is now owned by his
successors, Messrs. Haworth and Swifl. They made the trip from Nevada to Sacramento in the short
space of eigh t hours and forty minutes, including seven stoppages. The distance is eighty m iles and
a part of the road, is one of the worst in the country."

From Alta California of December 14, 185 1, we find the following:
"The stages from Nevada, made the trip to Sacramento in less than
nine hours, connecting with the San Francisco boat. This is, we believe, the shortest time yet made
on this road and was performed by the Haworth Line of six horse stages."

Good feelings went on <1nd on and the company was being further involved in the good
graces of the community. From the State Journal of Sacramento of Jan. 21, 1852 we find:
"Notice.
On and after January 21st, 1852, the U.S. Mail Line of Stages for Rough and Ready, Grass Valley
and Nevada City, will commence running, leaving the Crescent City Hotel, Sacramento, every
morning at 6 o'clock.
Haworth & Swift,
Proprietors."

All was going well. From The Placer Times and Transcript of Sacramento of Feb. 7, 1852
we find the fo llowing:
"Telegraph Line of U.S. Mail Coaches.
Through inside of ten hours. On and after Saturday, Nov. I st, the above line of new stage coaches
will leave Crescent City Hotel, Sacramento, at 5 o'clock, passing through .... arriving at Nevada
before 5 o'clock, P.M .....
Dec. 9th.
Haworth & Swift, Proprietors,
Successors to J ohn Birch."
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Again we find in the Sacramento Union of May 31, 1852 the following:
"Staging vs Time U.S. Mail Telegraph line for Rough and Ready,
Grass Valley and Nevada City. On and after March 26th the above line of stages will run as follows.
Leaving the Orleans Hotel (formerly the Crescent City Hotel) at 7 o'clock every morning . ...
arriving at Nevada at S o'clock P.M. the same day ....
Haworth & Swift, Proprietors,
Successors to James Birch."

Things continued until May 22nd , 1860 when we find the following new item. Success for
alm ost ten years had come and the name of the firm had risen to the top. Mr. Haworth had
been chosen to head the California Stage Company, th e largest concern in the state, dealing
with the express business. Here we find the item in the Sacramento Union of May 22, 1860
which deals with the following news:
" James Haworth, President of the California Stage Company, with his
usual energy and enterprise, has taken hold at once and promises to run his stage over the road on
the I st of September of the present year .... The road over the divide, near Yreka, is being improved
and when Haworth has his road finished over Scott Mountain, the valleys of Scott and Trinity will
take a start in developing their mining and agricultural resources .... In July, 1856, they opened the
road from Red Bluff to Yreka and run it with stages until September, when they were driven off by
the Pitt River and Hat Creek Indians .... The company is now running its stages with the exception
of about 20 miles over Scott Mountain, four hundred miles north from the city."

How long Haworth remained head of California Stage company, remains on record. Here we
have a man who began as a novice and ended with the President's job of the largest firm
in the West.
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AUCTION ACTION
By Robert Lewenthal

This report covers the Robert A. Siegel auction of May 3, 4, 1972 which included portions of
the Bill Parker collection and my sale at Westpex on April 30.
L =Lewenthal

S =Siegel
CALIFORNIA TOWN POSTMARKS

BENICIA, CAL. in brilliant red circle, matching 5 paying forwarding charge to S.F. on cover from
Austin Texas. 40¢ rate paid by four I 0¢ 1847 (2), each with neat ms. "x" cane. Cover creased,
bit aged. Extremely scarce
BIDWELL'S BAR. Bold circle ties V.F. 10¢ (15) to small cover V.F.
BONDVILLE 1857. Excellent strike on somewhat worn cover to Vermont. Ms "3". Interesting
miner's letter encl. Fine.
BRONSON 1883. Neat ms. pmk. 3¢ green pen cane. Small tears. Scarce.
CENTREVILLE, CAL., Apr. 26, 1852. Neat ms. pmk. Pair 34(10), V.F., pen cane. Interesting
miner's Jetter encl. Very scarce. Fine.
CHINESE 1855. Fine strike. Bold 'Paid 3' in circle. Fresh. V.F.
COLUMBIA, CAL. in two straight lines. 'Paid 6' in circle on interesting folded letter to Maine
headed "Rancho Columbia, Dec. 23 , 1852" V.F.
COLUMBIA, CAL. in bold straight line. Paid 6 in circle on 1853 folded letter. V.F.
COLLOMA, ALTA, CAL. 40. Bold, perfect strike on folded cover to ill. V.F.
COLLOMA, ALTA, CAL., Mar. 11, 40. Bold strike on cover to Washington D.C. Bit worn
in corners. Fine.
X CREEK, CAL. 17-4-76. Ms.pmk. on U163. Very scarce. Tiny tear at bottom, otherwise V.F.
DORIS BRIDGE. Ms. townmark on W.F. franked U82. Very scarce. Fine.
DIAMOND SPRINGS in d/L circle. Express Co. "Paid" in oval over ms '3' on 1854 folded
letter to Bidwell's Bar. V.F.
LITTLE YORK 1865. Ms.pmk. 34 1861 pen cane. on illustrated Miner's Env. "The Expressman."
Scarce. F/V.F.
MOUNTAIN SPRINGS in large, bold D/L circle. 3¢ (II), V.F. pen cane. Toned spots,
otherwise V.F.
MUD SPRINGS 1854. Bold, clear strike with ms. date in 38mm. D/L circle and ms. '10' on
cover to N.Y. state. Small tears. Fine appearance.
.
OROVILLE, CAL. Bold striaght line pmk. used for forwarding and tying 14 (9) and strip of
three 3¢ (II) from illinois to Ophir, forwarded via Oroville to Sacramento. Fine.
OROVILLE, CAL. Aug. 18, 1859. Bold strike ties pair 54 (29), V.F. to neat cover to N.H.
OTTITIEWA. Bold strike on U16 to Minnesota. Rare. Fine.
PETALUMA. Clear strike in D/L circle. 3¢ (65) not tied on Civil War Patriotic. Corners worn.
Scarce local use.
PLUM VALLEY. Bold strike on U9. Tom, but neatly mended.
QUARTZBURG. Bold strike. Ms. 'Paid I5' on 1855 folded letter to Canada. Red 'U. States'
in arc. V.F.
RABBITTOWN. Bold strike 3¢ (II) pen cane. Corner diagonal. Minor stains. Very scarce.
RATTLESNAKE. Bold D/L circle ties 3¢ (11) V.F.
REYNOLDS FERRY, Apr. 30, I859. Ms.pmk. 34 (26), uncancelled, on small cover to
"Fifteen Mile House, Mokelumne Hill Road." Very scarce.
ROCKY RIDGE 6-27-76. Ms.pmk. on U82. Letter encl. Fine.
ROUGH AND READY, Feb. 25, (1851). Ms.pmk. & 40 to Ohio. Small tears, bit wrinkled.
Interesting letter. Very early use.
SACRAMENTO. Large red circle. Bold matching 12~ on I85I folded letter to Sonoma. Fine.
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AUCTION ACTION (continued)
SAN FRANCISCO. F ine strike in red. Matching PAID & 12~ on 1850 folded cover to
San Jose. Fine.
SAN FRANCISCO in clear circle. Boxed 40 on 1849 folded letter headed "U.S. Surveying
Schooner Ewing, Sausalito Cove, San Francisco Bay. Long interesting letter . Fine .
SAN FRANCISCO, I Oct. 1850, 80. Fine strike on 'Prices Current' to Maine. Slight wear.
Fine.
SAN FRANCISCO, Mission St. R.P.O. 1897. Perfect flag cane. ties 24 (267). Advt. corner
card. Bit trimmed at right. Fine.
SECRET RAVINE. Fine strike in D/L circle to Holden Me. on U1 0, cane. Houlton, Me.
Ms. "Missent" and "Paid 7." T rimmed at right. Fine app.
SNELLINGS RANCH. Bold, partly over inked strike in D/L oval on 1860 cover to N.J.
Interesting letter. Fine.
SPRINGFIELD. Fine strike in blue. 3¢ 185 I pen cane. V .F.
STOCKTON. Fine strike in blue. 1 2~ in oval. March 1850 letter encl. Waterstained.
STRAWBERRY VALLEY. Clear strike. 3¢ (26) not tied on "Choo-Choo" cover. Local use
to Oroville, so Overland Mail direction crossed out. Mended nick at top, no flap.
TEXAS HILL, Apr. 14 '54. Neat ms.pmk. Ms '10.' Scarce & Fine.
VERNON, CAL. Nov. 24 '49 and 40. All in ms. on cover to Ohjo. Interesting six page
mining letter. Sealed tear. Very scarce.
WESTERN 1854. Ms.pmk. Ms. 'Paid 6' to N.Y . State. Very scarce. Fine.
WOODS DIGGINGS. Ms.pmk. ties pair 3¢ (11), one defective to fine cover to Maine.
Scarce with stamps.
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L.
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EXPRESS COVERS
ADAMS & CO., Auburn. Clear blue oval on considerably docketed 1853 folded cover to
Benicia. Fine.
ADAMS & CO., Campo Seco. Good strike in blue D/L oval on cover to Mok. Hill. Light
stain, otherwise V.F.
ADAMS & CO., Jackson. Neat red oval on cover to Columbia. V.F.
ADAMS & CO., Mud Springs .. Excellent strike. Excellent strike in blue oval on cover to
S.F. Tiny nick, small stain, otherwise V.F.
ADAMS & CO., San Francisco. Perfect strike in 36mm. D/L circle beautifully ties 34 185 1.
Another strike dated Oct. 28 on V.F. cover to 'Pueblo de San Jose,' V.F.
ALTA EXPRESS CO., Angels. Excellent strike on type 2 franked UIO. Fresh and V.F.
ALI A EXPRESS CO., Oroville. Fine strike in red oval on type 1 franked Ul 0. Fine
ALTA EXPRESS CO., Union. Bold strike. Restored at top left.
ALTA EXPRESS CO., Yankee Jims. Excellent strike in red oval on type 2 franked U10.
Fresh. Extremely fine.
J. BAMBER & CO.'s CONTRA COSTA EXPRESS, San Francisco. Excellent strike in black
oval. "Collect 25 cts." in diamond on W.F. franked cover. 34 (20) tied by Wells Fargo oval
"Whatcom Bay". Slightly soiled, still V.F.
BARNARD'S CARIBOU EXPRESS. 24x32mm. green adhesive label on cover to Ft. Yale, B.C.
Cane. ms. Susanville, Cal. 10¢ 1861 pen cane. Fine.
BARNARD'S CARIBOU EXPRESS. Light, just legible oval ties Canada No. 4 1 toW. F.
franked U163 with W.F. oval San Francisco to Victoria. Bit reduced at L. Fine.
BEEKMAN'S EXPRESS, Jacksonville, Oregon. Ribbon frank in black on U35. Addressed to
Yreka. Uncancelled. Receiving annotaiton at L. Fresh V.F.
BERFORD & CO.'S EXPRESS, San Francisco. Excellent strike in 18x34mrn. D/L oval. Bold
'Collect' and ms. $ 1 on 185 1 folded lettersheet to San Jose. V.F.
BICYCLE MAIL ROUTE 25¢ green (12Ll) tied by bars & Menlo Park, Cal. on illustrated
corner card cover to S.F. Minor wear and corner nicks.

L.
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BICYCLE MAIL ROUTE 25¢ (12LU2). Imprinted on U312, Fresno to SF. Last trip, pmkd.
July 19, 1894. V.F.
BROWN'S EXPRESS in small, clear blue oval. Blue $1 on cover with red Calais, Me. and
matching 10. Sent care of Todd & Co. Bit age-stained. Fine.
FORWARDED BY BROWN'S EXPRESS in I8x33mm. blue oval. Blue $1, also from Calais,
Me. Red 'Paid 6', blue 'Advertised.' Fine.
BUCKLEY'S EXPRESS Paid. Handstamped frank in blue rectangle on W.F. franked Ul63 .
Fresh & V.F.
CALIF. PENNY POST 7¢ on UlO. Pleasant Springs, Cal. in D/L circle to S.F. Panel with
list of offices served on back. V .F.
CHEROKEE EXPRESS, Paid. Fine strike in 29x44 mm. blue oval on U35. V.F.
CHEROKEE EXPRESS, Paid. Clear blue oval ties damaged 3¢ 186 1 to over-all 34 star
Patriotic cover to Oroville. Bit trimmed at R.
CITY G. & H. EXPRESS, 423 Washington St., Cor. Sansome St. Excellent strike in 36x20mm.
oval. Perfect red D/L oval c. card. F. Boilleau, San Francisco. V.F.
GEO. COOPER'S PORT DISCOVERY STAGE & EXPRESS. Bold strike in magenta D/L
shield on U163. Addressed to "P.D. Ferry." V.F.
COPLEY & CO.'s MINERS EXPRESS. Perfect strike in red 30x40mm. D/L oval on U18
to Indiana. Closed tear in back flap, still V.F.
CROOK'S EXPRESS, Scotts River. Light, clear strike in 20x39mm. oval on W.F. franked UlO
to Yreka. Fine.
EUREKA EXPRESS CO. Printed frank on U82 to Sierra City. Blue oval W.F. Nevada, Ca. V.F.
FRASER RIVER EXPRESS, Fort Hope. Clear strike in 25x46mm. oval on W.F. franked U9
to S.F. Ms. "Coli. $1.50." Bold circular Vancouver Island customs handstamp at left. Tiny
nicks at top. Very rare. Fine.
EVERT, SNELL & CO. EXPRESS, Feather River. Clear strike in blue oval. Blue Culloma, Cal.
& 5. Pencilled Br.V 1.00. Minor aging.
FREEMAN & CO.'S EXPRESS. Printed frank in red on UlO. Bold Angeles in oval. Tiny mend,
bit aged.
WM. T. GIBBS EXPRESS. Ligqt, clear oval on cover to Placerville. 3¢ (26) uncancelled. Letter
headed 'Georgetown, 1859 Jncl. Fine.
GREENHOOD & NEWBANEl(error) Northern Express. Printed frank on UIO. Bold Weaverville co. cane. to S.F. V.F.
GREGORY'S EXPRESS OFFI E, San Francisco. Bold strike in blue. Paid in oval on 1851
folded cover to Benicia. V.F.
GREGORY'S HONOLULU EXPRESS. Clear red oval. Paid in oval on 1852 folded letter to
England headed "H.M.S. An)phitrite, Honolulu Harbor, Sandwich Islands. Mended internal
tear.
GREGORY'S NEVADA EXPRESS in clear oval. 'Not Paid' in small oval on 1852 folded
letter to S.F. Fine.
D. W. HARRIER'S EXPRESS. Printed frank on U35 to Maine. Postal Nevada City, Cal.
Trimmed at R., into stamp.
J. W. HOAG, CONTRA COSTA EXPRESS, San Francisco. Clear red oval with matching
'Paid' in box on U 10 to S.F. Fine.
1. W. HONG & Co., CONTRA COST A EXPRESS. Excellent strike in green oval. Matching
'Paid' in box on UIO. V.F.
HOGAN & CO. NORTH SAN JUAN & HUMBUG EXPRESS. Type 1 frank on U82 tied by
W.F. North San Juan to S.F. V.F.
HOLLAND & WHEELERS EXPRESS. Printed frank in red ribbon on U35. Bold blue oval
'W.F. Marysville' and 'Collect 2 cts. Reduced at right, well into stamp. Scarce.
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HUNTER & CO'S. EXPRESS. Excellent 'Running Pony' strike in 19x26mm. D/L oval on
stampless cover from Fairfield Ct. to Sacramento. Ms. '20.' Forwarded to "Murd. Bar"
with $1.45 express charge. Expertly repaired. V.F. appearance.
HUNTER & CO'S EXPRESS in clear blue oval with 1.70 in center. Red New Bedford, Ms.pmk.,
Ms. '40' & ms. Greenwood. Fine.
HUNTER & CO. EXPRESS. Small D/L oval with 'Running Pony' in center. Red New Bedford,
Ms. and 10 to Sacramento. Ms. 'Greenwood 1.35 for Hunter's charge. Bit aged, stained,
reduced at right. Fine.
LAMPING & CO. EXPRESS. Printed frank on U59 to S.F. Clear Lamping Downieville &
blue W.F. Marysville. V.F.
LANGTON & BRO'S. EXPRESS, Minnesota. Bold strike in bright red box on back of cover
to N.H. Clear red oval "Langton & Bra's. Express, Downieville" on the face. A turned
cover, original use westbound, with pair 3¢ {II) tied by faint 'Paid 3' on each stamp, to
Mok. Hill. Fine.
LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS. Printed frank on UIO. Bold co. oval Camptonville. 1859
letter encl. V.F.
LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS. Type 4 frank on UIO. Clear Chip's Flat in red oval.
Closed tear at top, small stain at bottom. Fine app.
LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS. Printed frank on UIO. Bold blue co. oval Timbuctoo.
Bit trimmed at left, otherwise V.F.
LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS. Printed frank on U35 to Downieville. Clear co. red oval
Carson City. V.F.
LA PORTE EXPRESS CO. Printed frank on U59 to Oroville. Bold blue La Porte in oval.
Slightly trimmed at R. V.F.
NEVADA, WASHINGTON AND OMEGA EXPRESS. Fancy frank in black on U82, cane.
clear W.F. Nevada to S.F. Fresh & V.F.
FROM NOISY CARRIER'S MAIL. Mostly clear strike in truncated box on back of cover
to N.Y. state. 10¢ (15) tied S.F. pmk. Interesting 1856letter encl. Fine.
NORMAN & GRANT'S EXPRESS. Printed frank in fancy box on U59 to Maine. Gibsonville,
Cal. pmk. Cover bit trimmed at right. Fine.
OROVILLE & QUINCY EXPRESS CO. Imprinted in red over picture of 6 Horse Stage Coach
on U l64 to S.F. Light W.F. oval 'Oroville.' V.F.
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO., Columbia. Bold strike in blue oval. Matching 'Paid' in octagon.
Ms. date 1855. Fine.
PACIFIC EXPRESS CO., Montezuma. Clear blue oval on UlO to Columbia. Matching 'Paid'
in octagon. Small cover faults. Fine.
PACIFIC EXPRESS. Printed 'Pony' frank on UIO. Bold 'Spanishtown' in blue oval to
Marysville. Faulty.
PACIFIC EXPRESS. Printed 'Pony' frank on UIO. Mostly clear 'La Grange' in blue oval.
Bit aged.
READ & CO. Mostly clear strike in red straight line. Brilliant red oval 'W.F. Sacramento'
to Placerville. Fine.
REINNINGS COAST EXPRESS. Mostly clear blue oval. 10¢(68) tied. Bloom, Ill. pmk. to
Fort Ross, Cal. Ms. 'Bodega' & 'Frd. 3.' Considerably worn.
REYNOLDS & CO. EXPRESS, Sonora, Stockton & San Francisco. Clear blue D/L oval &
matching 'Paid.' Faint San Francisco 6 & Paid on 1851 folded letter to Maine. Fine.
REYNOLDS, TODD & CO. EXPRESS, Sonora. Bold blue oval. Matching 'Not Paid' in oval

on folded cover to Stockton. Fine.
RHODES & CO. EXPRESS, Shasta. Perfect strike in blue oval used as frank on UlO to S.F.
Bit aged, minor faults.

L.

150.00

s.

180.00

s.

230.00

S.

115.00

s.

160.00

s.

90.00

L.q

97.50

S.

90.00

s.

130.00

S.

200.00

L.

175.00

S.

115.00

s.

85.00

s.

230.00

S.

57.50

S.

30.00

s.

52.50

S.

40.00

s.

100.00

s.

67.50

s.

95.00

s.

67.50

S.

85.00
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F. RUMRILL & CO.'S NORTHERN EXPRESS. Excellent strike in blue oval to Marysville.
Red 'Columbia, Me. and 10.' Minor wear. Fine.
W. E. SINGER & CO.'S FEATHER RIVER EXPRESS. Blue oval on cover to Bidwells Bar.
Bold ms. "Free." W.F. corner card. V.F.
W. E. SINGER & CO.'S FEATHER RIVER EXPRESS. Perfect blue oval on U10 to Bidwells
Bar. V.F.
SINGER & MORROW FEATHER RIVER EXPRESS. Printed frank on Ul8 to Ohio. Bold
Bidwells Bar pmk. Bit trimmed at left. Fine.
SWIFT & CO. Shield frank on UlO to S.F. Clear blue co. oval "Clover Dale" & W.F.
Petaluma. Minor soiling, still V .F.
THOMES & SKADDEN'S EXPRESS. Printed frank in curves on U85 to S.F. D/L circle co.
cane. 'Susanville.' Trimmed at right. Fine.
FROM TODD'S EXPRESS OFFICE: Sonora. Mostly clear strike in blue vertical octagon.
Matching 'Not Paid' in oval. Ms "754.'' Fine.
TRACY & CO. EXPRESS, Walla Walla. Excellent strike in blue oval. Matching "Collect 50 cts"
ties 3¢(26), also tied 'Williamsport, Pa.' on cover to Walla Walla. Right corners nicked. Fine.
VERA'S EXPRESS. Printed frank on U10 to Oroville. Bit trimmed at left, still V .F.
WELLS & HERRING'S MOORES F LAT & EUREKA EXPRESS. Type 3 frank on U82, tied
clear W.F. Nevada on V.F. cover to Grass Valley
lACK'S EXPRESS. Blue oval picturing Expressman on front only of U59 to Port Wine, CaL
Torn at R. into stamp.
WESTERN EXPRESS COVERS. Accumulation of 150 covers, all more or less defective. Wide
variety of operators incl. many small companies. Many scarce markings.

s.

170.00

s.

190.00

s.

23 0.00

s.

240.00

s.

150.00

S.

115.00

S.

105.00

s.

L.

165 .00
240.00

L.

97.50

S.

85 .00

s.

700.00

s.

26.00
42.50
52.50
80.00
40.00
26.00

WELLS FARGO & CO.
W. F. COLLINSVILLE. Good strike on UIO. Fine.
W.F. COLOMA. Good strike on U2 (LI-12). Matching Paid (L-7-1) V.F.
W.F. HOWLANDS FLAT (Lll-9). Excellent strike on U58. V.F.
W.F. ILLINOISTOWN (L5-4). Fine strike on U35. Scarce and fine.
W.F. LONE VY. (L6-2). Fine strike on U35. V.F.
W.F. JENNY LIND (Lll-9). Clear strike on U59. F./V.F.
W.F. LOS ANGELES, CAL., S. A. Butter, Agent. Fine strike in purple octagon on U311. The
provisional frank used in 1894. Fine.
W.F. LOS GUILICOS. Bold strike on U311. Very scarce. V.F.
W.F. MOK. HILL. Fine strike (L3-1) on UlO. Small ink stain, otherwise V.F.
W.F . MONTEREY (Lll-9a). Excellent strike on U277. V.F.
W.F . MURPHYS (L3-l), Paid (L7-II). Bold strikes on UIO. V.F.
W.F. OPHIR, UTAH (L12-3), Legible strike on U82. Also postal C.P.R.R. which ties stamp .
Bit soiled, closed tear at top.
W.F. RATTLESNAKE (L6-1). Good strike on U9. 1857letter encl. Bit aged. Fine.
W.F. ROUGH & READY (L-6-2). Clear strike on UlO. Fine.
W.F . SACRAMENTO (Ll-24). Excellent strike in red. Matching 'Paid' in oval on unfranked
stampless cover to Mokelumne Hill. Ms. date "Sep. 26 '53. Fine.
W.F. SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., 3rd St. Depot. (L20-2). Fine strike in purple octagon on U3 12.
A paste-up to San Jose. V.F.
W.F. STEAMBOAT (L2-5). Bold blue polygon, matching 'Paid' (L7-3) on UlO to Placerville.
Scarce & V.F.
W.F. STEAMBOAT (L2-7). Bold strike on UlO. Minor aging. V.F.
W.F. SUTTER CREEK, W. T. Wildman, Agent. Fine strike in blue dotted circle on U82. V .F.
W.F. VOLCANO (L3-I). Clear strike used as frank on UlO. V.F.

S.
L.

S.
L.
L.

s.

s.
S.
L.

S.
L.

47.50
67.50
37.50
32.50
40.00

S.

s.

40.00
67.50
50.00

L.

50.00

s.

37.50

S.

220.00
85.00
62.50
4 5.00

s.
S.
S.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

WANTED

U.S. COVERS

Material for my auctions
or
Will buy outright

My stock of covers is strong in all periods
from stampless to modern, Alabama
to Wyoming.
What would you like to see?
References, please.

Robert Lewenthal
1700 Broadway
San Franc.isco, California 94109
Telephone (415) 776-4767

FOR SALE
Complete run of
"WESTERN EXPRESS"
Nov. 1950 - 0ct. 1971 (21 vols.)
All Originals

$175.00
H. H. CLIFFORD
(former editor of W.E.)
639 So. Spring St.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90014

Henry M. Spelman, Ill
P.O. Box 645
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960

1971 SUPPLEMENT
to
"The Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co."
Supplerpentary pages include illustrations of
63 additional types, 140 date and office
changes, and 155 newly documented offices.
64 pages in all.
Supplementary Pages only
Complete Handbook
(incl. supplement)
Post Paid

$ 3.50

$12.50

Send check with order direct to:

WANTED
CALIFORNIA LITHOGRAPHED

J. F. Leutzinger
7239 West Mercer Way
Mercer Island, Wa. 98040

LETTER SHEETS
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS

RATES PER ISSUE ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Full page $30.00; half-page $15.00; quarter page $7.50;
one-eighth page $4.00. Net.

Mail direct to:
M. C. Nathan, Editor
94 Biscayne Drive, San Rafael, California
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A D V E R T I S E M E N TS

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY
Write for my free special lists

The new 1971 revised
American stampless cover catalog
Bigger- better -completely revised pricing

Paperback, Post Paid $ 7.00
Hard cover, Post Paid $10.00

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN
THE EATING"
For immediate action and
everlasting satisfaction
sell your collection to us
Over thirty years of
Happy Relationships
with clients
is our best testimonial
ROBERT A . SIEGEL

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 592
Bath, N.Y. 14810

120 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

WANTED TO BUY- FOREIGN COVERS

OLD and RARE
BOOKS and PRINTS
BOUGHT - SOLD
You are StJre to f ind something
in our large stock
of western material
Visit us when in San Francisco
JOHN HOWELL
434 Post Street
San Francisco, California 94102

We are especial ly interested in 19th century
& early 20th century of the entire world,
but wi II also buy 1st flight & first day
covers of the more modern period.
We carry one of the largest stock of foreign
covers and stamps in the U.S.
Approvals sent per want lists.
UNITED STATES
We are also interested in buying worthwhile U.S.
stamps and covers. Want lists also filled on these
from our large stock.
William 0. Bilden
801 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis. Minn. 55403
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Private Collector Wants

STAMP LESS
COVERS
Postmarked From

LiJR!IJ

ARIZONA T.
DAKOTA T.
IDAHO T.
MONTANA
NEW MEXICO T.
UTAH
WASHINGTON W. VIRGINIA

ORGANIZATION

Please reply to John H. Smith

~Baker St., Prov.,

THE HARMER ORGANIZATION

R. I. 029•0•5:..___ _~

L . . __ _____;:

SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE
CONTINENTS, CATERING TO
THE SPECIALIST.
- NEW YORK HOUSE-

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling"
available on request)

THIS
SPACE
FOR
SALE

WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS
FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS
CONFEDERATES- CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC$- EXPRESSES
For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN

843 Van Nest Ave.

Bronx, N. Y. 10462

