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EDITOR'S CORNER
Through the courtesy of the History Room of Wells Fargo Bank with this issue of Western
Express you will receive a pamphlet entitled "Record of the Fargo Family." It deserves an
honored place in the library of every postal historian of the West. Thanks to our friends at the
bank who made it possible for each one of us to receive a copy.
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
New Members
#575

Charles "Pat" Hall, State Office Bldg., Cheyenne, Wy. 82001
Collects all types of Wyoming covers.

#576

Marc Stromberg, Jr., 7745 Capewood Pl., Pleasanton, Ca. 94566
Collects mining camps of Western U.S.

#577

Morton Albert, 94A Wildwood Road , Great Neck, NY 11024
Collects expresses.
CHANGES OF ADDRESS

#67
#315

W. H. Semsrott, Room 308 Mansion House Center, 330 N. 4th St., St. Louis, Mo. 63102
Robert Abelson, 11205 S. Washtenaw, Chicago, 11. 60655

#543

Terrence J. Dodson, Savoy Hotel, 1600 Main St., Houston, Tx. 70022
NECROLOGY

#245

Svan Skaar- Our sincere sympathy.
ATIENTION

Don't forget our Society's Brunch at the Jack Tar Hotel, San Francisco, Sunday morning, April
15, at 10:00 a.m., the final day of WESTPEX '73. This, our annual meeting, is a chance to renew
acquaintances, meet new members and exchange pertinent information regarding your particular
collecting efforts - as well as an opportunity to secure new items for your collection at member
Robert Lewenthal's auction which traditionally follows this annual Brunch.
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TREASURER'S REPORT
1972

$2,429.81

Balance on Hand- January 1, 1972
RECEIPTS
Dues
Advertising .
Sales ofW/E
Interest

EXPENDITURES
Western Express
Sec-Treas. Exp.
Miscellaneous

2,120.00
300.00
215.62
155.75

2,791.37

Total

5,221.18

2,036.69
81.49
14.05

2,132.23

Balance on Hand - December 31, 1972

$3,088.95
Respectfully submitted,
Everett Erie, Sec.-Treas.

WITH OUR MEMBERS
Don Harold Smith (#534) of Inglewood, California captured the GRAND AWARD at the recent
Filatelic Fiesta held in San Jose February 17-18, with his entry of Postal Stationery of the U.S.
entitled "President Lincoln, Secretary of War Stanton and the War Department." As a result he is
eligible to compete for the "Champion of Champions" Award at this year's annual American
Philatelic Society Convention exhibition.
At the time Don was winning his Grand Award, Howard Mader (#221) of Salem, Oregon, and
Charles A. Whittlesey (#442) of Portland, were active participants at INPEX '73, the ASDA
International Stamp Show held in Portland February 16-18. With James Raley of Vancouver,
Washington, they presented a workshop session for beginning adult collectors as part of each
day's program. We can well imagine that Postal History of the West was not overlooked.
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THE "RT. REV. BISHOP HOPKINS, D.O." FINAL CORRESPONDENCE
Courtesy of Marc Haas
(Continued from Jannl'"' •~~•P.)

.

D

,__·,-f..

i

San Francisco, June 16th 1850
My beloved Parents
I am again compelled to write you just before the arrival of the steamer, in consequence of
the determined mis·arrangement of the mail vessels. The Tennessee has been now due since yesterday morning
and the Sarah Sands declines waiting for her. I have as yet but little news to communicate. The occupation I
expected as editor has vanished, both in the Pacific News and Journal of Commerce offices. The latter would
have employed me had not their office burned down last Friday, together with three hundred other buildings
valued with their contents & rents at $5,000,000! Four entire blocks have been destroyed. The fire originated in
the house formerly kept by Oscar Blackman, whose partner bought him out shortly after the December fire, so
that he loses nothing. It spread so rapidly that in two hours all the damage was done, and it was only by most
vigorous effort, aided by the wind that the remainder of the city, the wharves and shipping were saved. The latter
was peculiarly exposed, it being the ebb of a tide, & of course many vessels were high & dry aground. I was
boarding at the Sacramento House and had just risen from breakfast, no-one present expecting fire, but hardly
had we left it when the whole building was in flames. The accompanying papers will give you the particulars.
Not succeeding in finding wherewithal to live on here ·nor at Stockton or Benicia, I have had
to resort to my former business- speculation. I am in company with the Mr Winchester whom I have written you
about as being a bigoted Universalist. He travelled in our company through Mexico, & is a very energetic and
capable man. His brother is Editor of the Pacific News and the State Printer, receiving for the latter $150,000 per
ann. He suggested to me the design of getting up an exploring expedition to Klamath River a large stream in
Oregon as yet unknown to commerce, or agriculture, but from which the reports are very favorable. Its mouth is
three hundred miles to the northward of S. F. and is a good harbor. The objects of the expedition may be seen in
the adv & in the papers I send. We shall get up a joint stock company of 100 shares at $100 each, which will leave
us in hand before sailing about $2000 apiece, besides five shares each. We shall all go with the vessel and be absent
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THE "RT. REV. BISHOP HOPKINS, D.D." FINAL CORRESPONDENCE (continued)
probably two months. The schooner Jas D Day is the vessel pitched on. Capt Nash who is a veteran on this coast.
If we find good farming land on the Klamath, or coal lime, gold, or timber or all, which is reported, we shall make
a city at its mouth. (We do these things here in a hurry). each share·holder to be the owner of one hundredth part
thereof. Population will of course follow a favorable report. People subscribe thus far quite freely, as the risk is
small for a great prize, but it is all a lottery, and what it will amount to remains to be seen. Like all my plans it
looks plausible and feasable but I have no faith in anything of the kind though laboring for it. - all other
enterprises having thus far without exception, proved unfortunate for me. I will not therefore excite again your
expectations by farther detail, as they may be again, as usual, disappointed. Nothing grieves me more than the
constant tantilization you must suffer from my every letter. Instead of the aid I should ere this have sent you I
am obliged to put off my main object indefmitely, not indeed knowing whether or not I shall be able to pay my
debts at all. However, I cannot find any thing else to do, and if I fail I lose nothing but what has never yet
profited me much, vis time.
My health is about as usual, though my spirits have been much depressed by my unfortunate
situation. Jose' is in status quo at Benicia. I have not heard from him since I last wrote. Business here continues
dull, and I hope my goods will not arrive until my return, as the waters at the mines must fall before either
mining or trade will pay expenses. Best love to all at home. By the way I have seen a letter of Camps to Mr Miner,
in regard to coming out here, in which he mentions that Father had applied to the Board of Missions to be sent
out here as Missionary Bishop, which indeed surprised me, as you had not written it to me. Mr Miner has been
succeeded by Mr Hambleton, who preached us an excellent sermon this morning. Mr M goes home in the August
steamer. God bless you all evermore - as always your loving
Son
Caspar.
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ffiE "RT. REV. BISHOP HOPKINS, D.O." FINAL CORRESPONDENCE (continued)

~ ~avv~e.o

c~
New York, May 24th 1852
My beloved Son,
I wrote to you from Burlington, in answer to your affectionate & interesting letters of the
15th & 17th Ulto, and now write again, to modify the contents of the communication, in one particular.
On mature reflection, I do not think it necessary to have any other warrant for coming to
you, besides a formal invitation from an established Congregation, with a certainty of a competent salary, and a
free passage to San Francisco. Every thing else can be arranged better after I arrive there, and my present idea is
to come alone in the first place, and not to think of moving the family, until t he way is clear through the action
of our next General Convention, which meets in New York, October 1853. I think that your dear mother could
get along for one year without me, and at far less ex pence, with the help of her grandchildren, and thus I should
be secure of having enough to square up my present arrearages, (in case the sale of the farm at its full price should
be impracticable) and make a fah beginning of the last stage in my earthly journey.
Your dear brothers are all delighted with your letters, & hail the idea of our migration to the
young Queen of the Pacific, with unarninous enthusiasm. Indeed your plan promises admirably, and enables me
to hope, under the divine blessing, that my last days may yet prove to be my best days, for usefullness to the
Church and to my family, besides the privilege of being once more able to say that I owe no man anything but
love.
On my return from this city, I shall commence the visitation of the diocese and when I
receive the formal call with the arrangements for my passage, I shall proceed to the new post of duty, as soon as
the necessary preparations will permit. All the family are well, and all are full of interesting & important views
which you have presented to their consideration.
Remember me with affection to my good friend & cousin, Sheldon, and assure the Rev'd Mr.
Miner & his lady, though I do not know them personally, that I sympathize with them most sincerely, & earnestly
hope that it may please God to restore his health and spare him for many years to the Church in California.
Commending you, my precious Son, to the constant favor and blessing of the Almighty, I remain,
Yr ever affectionate father
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL OF A CONTRACT WITH RAMSEY AND CARMICK
FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS TO SAN FRANCISCO DATED MARCH It, 1853

Courtesy of J. David Baker, who states, "apparently this is No. 1 - an attempt to create a route
which later in 1857 became the via Tehuantepec Route. This one is from Vera Cruz via Acapulco
to San Francisco. Although the route was authorized I don't believe any funds were ever
appropriated for its operation."

[SENATE.)

SrECIAL SEssrox.

......

--·

.'

. .- ¥

.-.:,)

I

..;

Ex. Doc
No.1.

REPORT
or

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,
COMJIIIIlUC.t.TilfO

I" furt!tcr compliance 1vith a resolution of the Senate, a contract with
Messr$. Ramsey cmd Cannick, for the transportatio7l gf the maiu to San

Francisco.
Unca 14, 18S3.-Referred to the Committee on the Port OIJice and Post Roads, and or•
dered to be printed.

PosT

OFFICE DEPAnnmNT,

ltfarc!t 11, 1853.
SrR: Referring to the letter addressed to the Senate by my predecessor, on the 24th ultimo, in part answer of the resolution of the Senate, adopted on the 17th of last month, calling for "copies of all propositions made, or contracts entered into, within the past six mont'as, for
the transport:ltion of the mail::. from l'ew York, New Orleans, anll Vera
Cruz, to San Francisco, in California," I have now the honor to trans·
mit herewith a copy of the contract made with 1\fessrs. Ramsey and
Carmick, for _the extension of two of the trips on the New Orleans and
Vera Cruz hne, fi·om Vera Cruz, via Acapulco, to San Francisco,
aweeably to the order of ~cbruary 14; a copy of which was included
w1th the papers commuwcated to the Senate on the 14th ult. Tlus
contract was not returned executed in time for a copy thereof to be
sent.to the Senate before the adjournment of Congress.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
JA.L~i.ES CA~IPDELL,

Hon. D. R. ATcmsoN,

PoJtmasttr GeJUTal.

President of the Senate.

No. 9-$424,000

PER ANNUM.

Thi$ article of contr~JCt, made the fifteenth day of February, in the
year one thousand e1ght hundred ami fili.v-threc between the United
States (acting in this behalf hy their Po~imastcr'Gcneral) and Albert
C •. Ramsey and: Edw~rll ~· Carm_ick, \\:i.lliam H. Aspinwall and Ed·
wm Bartlett, of the c1ty of ~ew lork; :Silas C. Hcrrrng, Elihu Town-
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL (continued)

s:

Doc. 1.

send, 8imeon Draper, and R. B. Coleman, of the same place, witnes•et'lt:
That whereas, by an act of Congress, passed l\Iarc.:h ;},. 1845, entitled
"An act to provide for the tran!"portat ion of the mail between the
United States and foreign countries, and for other purpoSI.·s," the Postmaster General is authorized to contract for the transportation of the
United States mail between any of the ports of the United States and
a port or ports of any foreign power whenever, in his opinion, the
public interests will thereby be promoted; and. whereas, by another
act of Congress, passed March 3, 1851, entitled "An act to establish
certain post-roads in the United States and the Territories thereof," the
Postmaster General is authorized to enter into contracts, for a period
not longer than four years, for transporting through any foreign country
the mails of the United States, and that in making such contracts the
Postmaster General shall be bound to select the !'peedirst, safest, and
most economical route; and whereas notice has been given by advertising, in accordance with the directions of said act, for inviting proposals for mail contracts, under and by virtue of the acts aforesaid;
and whereas Albert C. Ramsey and Edward H. Carmick have been
accepted, according to law, as contractors for tran;;porting the mail on
route No.9, fi·om Vera Cruz, via Acapulco, to San F'.rancisc.:o and back,
twice a month, according to the schedule hereinafter mentioned, in
thirteen days each way, being an extension of two of the trips on the
New Orleans and Vera Cruz line through Mexico, for the purpose of
conveying the mail, and thus making one through-line in sixteen days
between I\ew Orleans and San Francisco, at and for the sum of four
hundred and twenty-four thousand dollars per year, for and during the
term commencing from the time Congress shall ratify this contract and
ending four years from that dnte, with the right reserved to the Postmaster General to continue it one.year longer, at the same terms: ·
Now, therefore, the said Alben C. Ram;;('y and Edward H . Carmick, contractors, and Silas C. Herring, Elihu Townsend, Simeon
Draper, Robt. B. Colemnn, William H. Aspinwall, and Edwin Bartlett, their sureties, do jointly and severally undertake, covenant, and
agree with the United States, and do bind themselves:
1st. To carry said mail within the times fixed in the annexed schedule of departures and arrivals, and so carry, until said schedule is
altered by the authority of the Postmaster General of the United
States, as hereinattcr provided, and then to carry according to said
altered schedule.
2d. T<> carry said mail in a safe and secure manner, free from wet
or other i1~ury, in weather-proof bag.s and vehicles on the land route,
and in a separate and convenient apartment on shipboard, to be suitably fitted up under order of the department, at the expense of t~c
contractors, for the assorting and safe-keeping of the mails, aud for the
8ole and exclusive occupation, usc, anJ accommoJation of the Post
Office Department and its mail agent, if the Postmaster General shall
require it lor the use and accommodation
the mail and mail agent,
and such mail agel)t is to be conveyed without fi1rther charge.
In case the contract<Jrs Jail to furnish such suitable accommodations,
the department shall have the rjght to provide the bags, vehicles, or

or
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL (continued)

s.

Doc. 1•.

3

upartmC'nts, or other suitable accommodations, at the expense of the
contractors.
:Jd. To take the mail and every part of it from, and deliver it and
,.,-erv part of it into, the post o!lice at San Francisco, and to and from
rlac ,;~ail steamers at Vera Cruz on the New Orleans and Vera. Cruz
Jint•, ami also to deliver and receive the mails at San Diego and Montcn:y, regularly by ~a~;:h trip going and rcturniug, as is now done by
the ;, Pucilic ~fail :-'t<'amsltip Company."
.
Tht>y nlso unckrtake, covenant and agree, with the Umted States,
nnd do bind them~dvcs, jointly and severally, as aforesaid, to b~
nnswcrablc for the pcr~on to whom the said contractors shall commit
the care and transportation of the mail, and accountable to the United
States for any damages which may be sustained by the United States,
throunh his unfaithfulness or want of care; and that the said contractors \~ill discharge any carrier of said mail whenever required to do so
by the Postmaster General; also, that they will not tran:;mit by thcm~lvcs or their agent, or be concerned in transmitting, commercial intelligence more rapidly than by mail, and they will not carry out of the
mail letters or newspapers which should go by post; and that they
will not, knowingly, convey any person carrying on the business of
transporting letters or other mail matter without the consent of the
dcpartm<'nt; and, further, that the said contractors will convey, without additional charge, post office blnnks, mail bags, and the special
ngents of the department on the exhibition of their credentials.
They further undertake, covenant and agree, with the United States,
that the said contractors will collect quarterly, if required by the Postmaster General, of postmasters on said route, the balances due from
them to the General Post Office, and faithfully render an account thereof to the Postmaster General in the settlement of quarterly accounts,
nnd will p:1.y over to the General Post Office all balances remaining in
their hands.
· For which services, when performed, the said Albert C. Ramsey
and Edward H. Carmick contractors, are to be paid by the said
United States the sum of four hunJred and twenty-tour thousand dollars a year, to wit: quarterly, in the months of 1\Iay, August, November,
and February, through the postmasters on the route, or otherwise, at
the option of the Postmaster General of the United States; said pay
to be subject, however, to be reduced or discontinued Ly the Postmaster General as hereinafter stipulated, or to be suspended in case of
delinquency.
It is hereby stipulated and agreed by the said contractors and their
sureties, that the Po:.t~astcr General may increase the service or change
the schc~ul.e, he_ allowmg a pro rata increase of compensation within
the restriCtions Imposed by law for the adJitional service required;
but the contractors may, in case of increased service or chanae
of
0
~hedule, relinquish the contract, on timely notice, if they prefer it to
~~~
.
I.t is ht>r~by also. stipulated and agreed by the said contractors and
~e1r sureties, tb~t .mall cases there is to be a forfeiture of the pay of a
trip when the t:tP IS not perfi~r~ed, and of not more than three time&
the pay of a tnp when the tnp Is not. duly performed and no sufficient
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL (continued)

s;

Doe. 1.·

neuse for the fru1ure is furnished; a forfeiture of at least one--fourth
part of it when the runnir.g is so far behind time as to lose connexion
with a depending mail, unless it is shown that the same was not caused
by neglect, or want of proper skill or misconduct, and a forfeiture of a
due proportion of it wl1en a grade of service is rendered inferior to
the moJc of convt'yance a hove l;tipulated; and that these forfeitures
may be increased into penalties of a higher amount, according to the
nature or frequency of the failure, and the importance of the mail:
also that fines may be imposed upon the contractor~, unless the delinquency he !'atisfactorily explained to the Postm~ster General in due
time, for failing to take from or deliver at a post office, or a steamvessel, the mail, or any part of it; for sufferiug it to be wet, injured,
lost, or destroyed; for carrying it in a place or mann<>r tbat exposes it
to depredation, loss or injury, by being wet, or othen"9ise; for r<'fusing,
after demand, to carry a mail by any vessel or other \"elJicle which the
contractors run or are concerned in running on the route beyond the
number of trips above specified; or for not arriving at the time set in
tile schedule, unless not caused by neglect or want of proper skill, or
by misconduct. And for ~etting up or running an cxpn·ss to transmit
letters or commercial intelligence in advance of the mail, or for transporting knowingly, or after being infi•rmed, any one engaged in transporting letters or mail matter in violation of the laws of the United
States, a penalty of five hundred dollars may be exacted for each offence, and for each article !;O carried.
And it is hereby further stipulated and agreed by the said contractors
and their sureties that the Postmaster General may annul tl1c contract
for repeated failures; for violating the post office laws; for disobeying
the instructions of the department; for refusin~ to discharge a carrier,
or any other person having charge of the mail by his direction, when
required by the dcp:mmcnt; for a~signin.g tile contract without the
oonsent of the Postmaster General; for setting up or running an express
as aforesaid, or for transporting persons, conveying- mail matter out of
the mail as aforesaid; or whenever the contractors or either of them
shall become a postmaster, assistant postmaster, or member of Congress;
and this contract shall in all its parts be subject to the terms and requisitions of an act of Congress passed on the twenty-first day of
Apri.l, in the year of our Lord one thou;;and eight hundred and eight,
enlitled "An act concerning pubiic contracts."
And it is hereby further stipulated and agrt>ed by the said contractors, that the steam \"essels for the service bct\\"e<'n San Francisco
and AcapYlco shall be of a class contemplated by the at:t of Congress,
passed March 3, 1845, entitled "An net to provide f(,r the transportation of the mail between the U nitcd States and forcizn countries, and
for other purposes;" and that the same shall be dclivc-rct! to the United
States, or their {>roper officer, on demand made, for the purpose of
being converted mto vessels of war, according to the tenor and terms
of the said act.
·
And it is hereby further expressly understood that this contract is
to have no force or validity until it shall have rcceivt•d the sanction of
the Conwc~s of the United States, by the passage of an appropriation
to carry 1t mto effect.
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL (continued)

S; Doe. I.
In witness whereof, the said Postmaster General hu caused the
aeal of the PQst 0 fficc Department to be hereto affixed, and has attested
the same bv his siznature; and the said contractors and their sureties
have hereunto set 'their hands and seals the day and year set opposite
tlt,eir names, respP.ctively.
S. D. HUBBAILD,
[ss.u..] March 3, 1853.
Postmaster General.
Wl\I. H. ASPIIXWALL,
[sEAL.) March 3, 1853.
EDWIN BARTLETT,
(sE.u..] March 3, 1863.
By Wm. H. Datidge, tltcir Att'y.
ALBERT c. RAMSEY.
SEAL.
EDWARD H. CARMICK.
SEAL.
SILAS c. HERRING.
SEAL.
ELIHU TOWNSEND.
SEAL.
SIMEON DRAPER.
SEAL.
R. B. COLEMAN.
SEAL.
THE MEXICAN OCEAN MAIL
AND INLAND COMPANY, (sEAL.)
By Robert G. Rankin, President.

February 25, 1853.
February 25; 1853.
February 25, 1853.
February 25, 1853.
February 25, 1853.
February 25, 1853.
February 25, 1853.

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the Postmaster General in the
presence ofJAMES LAWRENSON.

R. T. McLAIN.
And by the other parties hereto in the presence ofJ. B. NoT'l·, witness for A. C. Ramsey, S. Draper, and R. B.
Coleman, and Edward H. Carmick.
EDWARD S. GoULD, witness to S. C. Herring.
Witness to Wm. H. Davidge's signature, as attorney ofWm. H. Aapinwall and Edwin BartlettJAMES LA WRENSON.

R. T. McLAIX.
Witness to R. G. Rankin's signatureJNo. T. HowARD.

I hereby certify that I am well acquainted with Albert C. ·Ramsey
~d Edward H. Carmick, and Silas C. Herring, Elihu Townsend,
S1m~n Draper, and R. ~· Co!em~, and .the ~ndition of their :property, and that, after full mvestigauon and mqmry, I am well satisfied
that they are good and sufficient sureties for the amount in the foregoing contract.
WM. V. BRADY,
P~ t# NttD York.
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL (continued)

6

S. Doe. 1.
The •chedik of Departuru and Arriralt.

Leave Vera Cruz on the 4th and 17th of each month. Arrive at
Acapulco by the 9th and 22d of each month.
Leave Acapulco on the 9th and 22d of each month. Arrive at San
Francisco by the 17th and 30th of each month.
Leave San Francisco on the 8th and 24th of each month. Arrive
at Acapulco by the 16th anu 1st of each month.
Leave Acapulco on the 16th and lstofeach mobth. Arrive at Vera
Cruz by the 21st and 6th of each month.
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CERRO GORDO- LOS ANGELES' COMSTOCK
By- W. Scott Polland, M.D.

Last year while driving through Owens Valley on my way to Death Valley I reached the deserted
town of Keeler and looked at the old dirt road to the east which precipitously climbs Buena Vista
Peak, and thought I could still see ruins at the top of the ghost town of Cerro Gordo. Some years
before, I had ascended this road with difficulty. The rough, narrow, curving road climbs up to
9,000 feet. The distance is about 8 miles and the grade about 17 percent. In low gear and with
my foot on the throttle to the floorboard, I finally made it. At that time there was the caretaker
and his wife and a crew of men who were dismantling the bucket tramway erected in about 1915,
which represented one of the later attempts to mine Cerro Gordo and take ore to the narrow
gauge at Keeler. Today I doubt if there is anything but a few empty buildings left to remind one
of its fame as the Los Angeles Comstock.
Between 1868 and 1875 about $15,000,000 to $20,000,000 in s.ilver and lead bullion was
transported across the Mojave Desert to Los Angeles, where it was shipped by boat to a special
refinery in San Francisco. This thriving trade produced a furious boom in the young city of Los
Angeles. Cerro Gordo at that time was the greatest silver and lead producer in California history.
Cerro Gordo became a full fledged mining town through which a motley parade of men and
animals surged. Mule teams hauled bullion down the grade and returned with provisions and
merchandise. An unending procession of pack burros carried water, charcoal and timber for the
furnaces and mines. By 1870 six horse stages rolled in daily from the Owens Valley where they
connected with stage lines to Los Angeles, San Francisco and Virginia City. The usual lawlessness
of a Western mining camp was present and Cerro Gordo became famous for its killings.
Through Nevada's Comstock Lode poured hundred of millions into the wealth of San Francisco,
the coming of bullion teams to Southern California produced a ready made market for wine, hay
and barley for the farmers of Los Angeles. Other towns such as Visalia, Santa Barbara, Ventura
and later Bakersfield also profited from it.
The discovery of this remote camp came at a time when the economy of Southern California was
at a low ebb and this one town Cerro Gordo was the Comstock for Los Angeles.
lllustration #I shows a town and county cancel of Ceno Gordo of 1881. I have seen a few of
these but think they are relatively scarce.
Illustrations in #II are pictures of tailings at the mine.
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CONTENTS OF THE LETTER
by W. Scott Polland, M.D.

Thompson and West had various editors in charge of specific histories. The names of Myron
Angel and Jesse Diamond Mason are preeminent. The two worked on the Nevada Volume in
1881 while Mason edited the Amador County History.
In the autumn of 1881 Thompson and West assigned Angel to San Luis Obispo and Mason to
Santa Barbara to research and write what proved to be the final history of the series.
Details of Jesse D. Mason's origins are meager. Born in New Hampshire in 1827, he was a farmer
by occupation and. a historian by avocation. He and his brother worked a gold claim in Volcano
in the 50's. Jesse married a Volcano girl and moved to lone Valley, where he raised a family and
farmed for many years. At the same time he did considerable magazine writing and put much
time and energy into the Amador County History.
The following is an interesting letter written by him:
lone Valley March 20th, 1860
Dear parents
Your letter of January 3rd was duly reed. We are all enjoying good health,
though I have for the last ten days been troubled with the cough which use to trouble one in
Vennont and N.H. It proves to be a nervous spasmodic affection caused by indigestion. Assafoetida is
the most effectual remedy. I do not apprehend any serious difficulty in suppressing it.
I suppose the excitements of the organization of Congress has passed away with
you. It has encouraged the Republicans much. I attended the state convention at Sacramento, 200
delegates in attendance, all of whom seem to feel that the victory was perched on the Republican
Banner for next November. The democrats will undoubtedly curry this state until the Republican
administration can bring the spoils of office to bear here.
I apprehend an increase of the Republican vote, however we have just reed. the
speeches made in Congress on the announcements of the death of Senator Broderick. I send you an
excellent photograph a perfect likeness. Broderick was a great man, but in some respects a strange
man. His early history you have probably read. I think he was the real backbone of the Anti
Lecompton Dem. party, Since the death of Broderick, Douglas has receded in some measure from his
original position. We have a young man in the place of Broderick. Milton T. Latham is a better
politician than Broderick having more of the "hail fellow well met" in his composition. He was
elected governor by an unprecedented majority and on the third or fourth day after his inaugeration
he was almost unanimously elected U.S. Senator, he had a host of competitors "old heads" but the
people are getting tired of the old dynasties who have ruled here. I think he will take moderate anti
Lecompton ground though elected by the Administration democrats. The dissolution of the union
does not seem so popular with the south as it was in Dec. last. I think the day is far off.
Now about our own state. Wonders never cease. It is not enough we have the
richest gold mines in the world. It now seems to be a fact that the richest silver mines in the world
sink into insignificance by the side of the Carson Valley mines. Some men who went over last fall are
now worth $200,000. Some of the veins are selling for $5,000 per foot. The whole country is moving.
It is estimated that within the next two months 25,000 people will cross the mountains from
California. It is only 125 miles from here so near that Peaches, potatoes and green corn as well as
grain can be drawn over with profits. This portion of Utah Territory has made application to be
organized into a territory by the name of Nevada. Before another year will elapse it will have a
population of 100,000 and be asking admission as a state. Another inducement to build the Pacific
R R Nevada, Salt Lake, Pikes Peak and Kansas will be a string of free states from California to
Missouri.
·
In Oregon they have discovered the richest quartz vein ever known, large
quantities of it yielding $30,000 per ton. They have sunk 30 ft on the ledge and it is getting richer the
whole mass of rock being sprinkled with it (that is gold) lone Valley is not without its discoveries,
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CONTENTS OF THE LEITER (continued)
valueable ones too. A coal vein near the surface, ten feet thick seemingly unexhaustihle has just been
opened, the indications are that it extends mHes north and south. There is not less than 15,000 tons
to the acre and it is estimated that two men can quarry and wheel IS tons a day. It looks like brown
mud with specks of charcoal in it and not one man in a hundred would think it of any value. It burns
with a brilliant flame and a strong smell and is said to be an excellent article for making gas. I think I
shall spend a few days prospecting for it by and by.
Crops look well here. We have had abundance of rain. Peaches and Apricots are
in full blossom. Apple trees are beginning to show the blossoms. Grapes look exceeding well. I have
set out about 600 apple trees besides selling over $100 worth. I have some seven or eight in graft also.
I have put out about one hundred pear trees, one hundred cherry trees, one acre of hop roots and
about 50 plum trees. By the way I shall probably have quite a crop of pears. Some of those that I
grafted last year being bloom. What a country, Pears bearing one year from the graft and that on a
little root not a foot in length. I shall commence planting corn next week. I shall plant six acres. To
sum up we have prospects of good crops and an excellent market. Not withstanding all the
excitement good hands can be obtained for $30.00 per month.
The babys name is Luna, odd name as well as May, both are enjoying excellent
health. Luna is not as good looking as May though she has better looking eyes, her mouth is large like
mine. Luna bids fair to be a wag having the oddest countenance that I ever saw when she is amused.
She keeps us all laughing. Elizabeth sends her love to you all. She is very anxious to go to Vermont
and see you.
Yours,
Jesse
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MOTHER LODE TOWNS TIMBUCTOO, YUBA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
By - M. C. Nathan

POST OFFICE
FR PARK'S BAR ESTABLISHED SEP. 18, 1858
DISCONTINUED MAR. 19, 1883 - MAIL TO SMARTSVILLE

Due to the fact that a negro was one of the first to work one of the ravines near the camp in
1850, the ravine was called Timbuctoo, and soon the name attached itself to the settlement.
Early in 1855 the first dwelling was erected, followed in the same year with a hotel across the
road from the post office. By 1859 Timbuctoo was the largest and most striving locality in Rose
Bar Township with its two hotels, six boarding houses, 8 saloons in addition to the bars in the
hotels and boarding houses, one bank, one drug store, two general stores, three clothing and
dry-goods stores, three shoe shops, one blacksmith shop, two carpenter shops, one lumber yard,
three bakeries, one livery stable, one barber shop, two cigar and tobacco stores, one theater, and
a church.
Little is left of the settlement. The old building in which Wells, Fargo & Company did business
for years became occupied by Chinese as a store and lodgings and finally, in a state of
de1apidation. In the days of the express company the brick structure housed millions in gold dust
shipped from the mines in the vicinity. Timbuctoo had a population in its heyday of 1,200
persons.
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MOTHER LODE TOWNS (continued)
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PIONEER MAIL ACROSS THE PRAIRIE IN 1849
By W. Scott Polland, M.D.

There was no overland mail route service to the Pacific Coast in 1849. However, on January 15,
1848, the California Star announced a letter express by land to Independence, Missouri, letters to
be charged fifty cents and newspapers twelve cents. This service, after one trip in April, was soon
terminated by the excitement that occurred with the discovery of gold.
On April 17, 1848, the military authorities dispatched "Kif' Carson with the first United States
Mail ever carried overland from the Pacific to the Atlantic. In one of the letters about to be
discussed (see Illustration #II) the writer states that "he received a letter by yours, dated March
19, 1848 and came by Lieutenant Carson." This letter must have been in this mail.
Illustration #I is a fascinating letter, headed Indian Territory, May 13, 1849. Apparently given to
a party returning east from Oregon of California, it was put into the U.S. mails at St. Joseph,
Missouri on May 22, 1849, from which it was delivered to Harper's Ferry, Jefferson County,
Virginia.

Illustration #I - Author's Collection

Illustration #II shows a letter addressed to Monterey, California and headed Granville, Ohio,
August 26, 1848. It is addressed to Captain Joseph Aram, and "it is politely requested that the
postmaster at Independence, Missouri will forward this by the first opportunity." Apparently thi~
opportunity did not occur until almost a year later, June 21, 1849. The cover also shows the 10c
rate from Granville to Independence and the 40c rate from there to Monterey, California. I have
seen only one other cover similar to this. In a Siegel sale of 1963, a cover addressed to Sonomo,
Upper California, 1846 had "To the care of the Post Master at Independence, Jackson County,
Mo., to be forwarded at the first opportunity."
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PIONEER MAIL ACROSS THE PRARIE IN 1849 (continued)

Illustration

#ll -

Author's Collection

I have not tried to publish the contents of these letters because of the difference in handwriting,
but what I could read was most interesting. Finally I would say that pioneer letters like these are
not only interesting but are extremely rare.
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES
By (the late) Dr. A. J . Hertz

S9UTHERN ACCOMMODATION LINE. (1853)
The owners and operators of this company, were the firm of Case, Heiser & Company. They
operated between San Francisco and San Diego.
From Daily Placer Times and Transcript, San Francisco, of Nov. 5, 1853 we find the following:
"Southern Accommodation Line,
Weekly Line,
leaving San Francisco every Saturday for San Diego and immediate ports, carrying U.S. Mail and
Adams & Co.'s Express. The superior first class steamship "Southerner" having been thoroughly
overhauled and fitted for lower coast trade, will leave Central Wharf on her 3rd successful trip, for
Monterey, Santa Barbara, San Pedro and San Diego on Saturday, Nov. 5th at 4 o'clock, P.M.
The "Southerner" is now established on the coast as a regular packet and for speed and accommodation is unequalized to any steamer in the trade ....
Apply .... to
Case, Heiser & Co.
60 Sansome St."

SOUTH BOISE EXPRESS CO.
They connected with Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express at South Boise, which gave them standing in
the community. Enright and Co. ran the express, the most important of the time, in the section.
It ran to the Middle Boise, Clifden, Esmeralda, Happy Camp and South Boise.
From the Boise News (Bannack City) of March 12, 1864 we find the following :
"South Boise Express Co.
will run their express weekly, till further notice to Middle Boise, Clifden, Esmeralda, Happy Camp
and South Boise, leaving Idaho on the arrival of Wells, Fargo & Co.'s California mails. Letters till
summer, 50 cents; packages in proportion to suit the times."

The franks of this company, were two in number, the first one was a closed fancy binding, with
"South Boise Express Co./ paid, 50 Cts."
The second type was the legend, "Paid/South Boise Express Co./50 Cents." On the top and on
the bottom were wavy lines.
There is a second ad above the first which tells of where its office will be and how they will run.
It reads as follows:
"South Boise and Boise City
Express.
The undersigned having made arrangements with Wells, Fargo & Co. to connect with their office in
Boise Basin, will run a regular express between South Boise and the Boise Basin via Boise City. All
revenues entrusted to our charge, as express carriers will be attended to with Fidelity and Dispatch.
Office with Wells, Fargo & Co.
Enright & Co."

It didn't last very long but quietly retired from the scene.
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (continued)

SPARGUR'S HONEY LAKE EXPRESS.
Honey Lake Valley was several miles·in extent and was watered by three creeks and innumerable
springs. It was covered with a luxurious growth of grass. The Indians of that area were peaceful
and were engaged in growing a sort of rye.
Experimental trips were made to test the practicability of running stages from Oroville to Honey
Lake and demonstrate the fact that the route was practical for stages, through to the Humboldt
River.
The test was completely successful and there was no accident crossing the Sierra Nevada. During
the winter, snow fell to the extent of 5 to I 0 inches.
From Sacramento Union, Sept. 14, 1857 :
"John A Dreilbelbis and party have reached Summit Creek on the 25th August, in the construction of
the road from Shasta to Honey Lake Valley, and were engaged in constructing a bridge across that
stream."

The road from Shasta to Honey Lake was finished but funds for further work was limited. There
were complaints but more money was not available at the time.
In 1860, H. L. Spargur came to the area with his express. The Honey Lake Express operated
throughout the area, along the route that had been built some years before to Quincy and then
southward, to Oroville. From Plumas County History, Farris & Smith:
"Spargur's Honey Lake Express. Ran from Oroville and Quincy to the Honey Lake area. In the late
'SO's and early '60's. Letters and papers, 50 cents.
H. L. Spargur."

Honey Lake lay in Lassen county. Toward the end of 1860, this district had assumed an
importance beneficial to the express. From Daily Butte Record, Dec. I, 1860:
"Mr. Gridley intends to run his Gridley's Oroville and Honey Lake Express, all winter.
Ed Spargur, H.L."

Ed Spargur was probably some relative of H. L. Spargur.
From the cover of this express, the frank is in the upper left hand corner. It is oblong, with a
fancy, thick border. It has four lines; the frrst "Spargur's" the second, "Honey Lake," with the
letters larger; the third, "Express," letters largest. All letters are open and hollow. Then a dotted
line, after which the fourth line, "Paid," in heavy, black letters, the dot after the word, "Paid,"
being oval, the flat side lying down.
The cover has a second mms "Paid,"· and has two letters which might be "Y.C." The postal
handstamp is "Quincy, Cal." The stamp is the envelope 3 cent Nesbitt type. The cover evidently
was dropped by Spargur into the Quincy post office.
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (continued)

F. S. STEVENS & CO.'S LINE OF STAGES.
Frank Stevens ran the Daily Express, as the ad reads, and Accommodation Line of Stages. The
route lay from their quarters on J Street, in the Crescent City Hotel to Placerville, passing
Diamond Springs and Coon Hollow. Here is the ad:
"F. S. Stevens & Co.'s Daily Express
and Accommodation Lines of Stages to Placerville (or Hangtown). Leaves Crescent City Hotel, every
morning at 6 and 7 o'clock passing Mud or Diamond Springs, Coon Hollow, etc.; returning leaves
Placerville at 5 and 7 o'clock A.M....
F. S. Stevens & Co.,
Crescent City Hotel, J Street, (Sacramento)
Alex Hunter & Henry Fitzger, Agents, Placerville."

There is a news item, in the Marysville Herald of Feb. 19, 1853, regarding an incident that one of
the drivers observed:
"Nelson Flack, one of the drivers, tells that as he was passing through Mud Springs, a
large and excited crowd was hanging three Chinamen for stealing $900.... "

The company flourished and grew. They were popular and well known. They increased their
holdings and expanded. From the Sacramento Union, Nov. 14th 1853, we read:
"Staging. The Placerville Republican says that the firm of Stevens & Co. have
purchased the line of mail stages running from that place to Sacramento and that they now have
control of both roads to this city ...."

Frank Stevens was big enough to be called in to help form the California Stage Company. He was
one of nine or ten men who got together to form the largest staging company of the time. In the
State Journal of Dec. 15th, 1853, we read:
"Stage Combination. We learn that the proprietoJ;S of all the stage lines running from
Sacramento to the Northern Mines, have entered into a combination, for mutua\ protection. They
have formed a joint stock company, called the "California Stage Company." The persons who are
parties to the arrangement are Messrs. James Birch, Charles Green, Moore, Hall & Crandall, Jenkins &
McConnell, C.S.Coover, Pattison & McCombe, Frank Stevens, and Baxter & Company.... "

After this merger, the Frank S. Stevens Company, went out of existence as they were all
consolidated in~o the parent company. As to the California Stage Company, that firm went on to
great heights.
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A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (continued)

SUNDERLAND'S STAGE LINE.
The operator of this line was Thomas Sunderland. We firs t hear of him in the Sacramento Union,
Feb 27, 1857:
"Sale of stage routes. We understand that a sale of stage routes from Sacramento to Placerville, from
Folsom to Coloma and from Folsom to Georgetown, has been made by the California Stage Company
to Thomas Sunderland, of this city. The amount paid, or to be paid, is one hundred and twelve
thousand and five hundred dollars- the sale to take effect from the 15th of February."

He evidently was a man of means to pay that sum for these lines. He was extremely gracious to
the Directors of the Board of Wagon Roads, for he placed his stages and his help, at their
disposal. That, like services rendered newspapers, were courtesies that paid well. F rom the same
paper, June 10,1857:
"By a letter from one of the directors, we learn that an interesting meeting of the Board of Wagon
Roads directors was held in Placerville ... .lt was their intention to pass over the line surveyed by
Sherman Day as far as Slippery Ford. The proprietors of the stage line from Folsom to PlacervilleSunderland and Co. - have placed at the disposal of the directors and their party, a stage coach,
horses and driver to make the trip to and from Carson Valley...."

Two and a half years later, Sunderland was still operating. This we find from a notice in the same
paper, where we find that he is desirous of selling his stock and eq uipment.
From the same, Aug. 19, 1859 :
"Stage stock for sale. The Undersigned offers for sale the undivided third of the following property,
now used in the mail routes from Folsom to Placerville, and Coloma to Georgetown, to wit : 96
horses, nine coaches, II Passenger Wagons, 24 sets harness, together with Stables, grain, the Good
Will of the routes, etc., etc. If not sooner disposed of, the above property will be sold during the
coming State Fair at auction.
Thomas Sunderland, Sacramento."

Without another notice, Thomas Sunderland bows out of the field.
TRESCOTT'S DAILY STAGE LINE
The owner and the operator of this express, was a chap by the name of J. C. Trescott. He drove
his express between the towns of Placerville and Alabaster Cave to Auburn.
From the Placerville Courier of July 28, 1866, we find the following:
"Through in Seven hours.
New stage line carrying the U.S. Mail. The undersigned will inform the traveling public that he is now
running a Daily Stage Line between Placerville and Auburn, via Coloma, Pilot Hill and Alabaster Cave.
Passengers by this route, can connect with the Central Pac\fic Rail Road for Colfax
Marysville and Grass Valley, Nevada, Meadow Lake and all points on the Central Pacific Rail Road. '
Stages leave Shingle Springs for Coloma daily connecting with the Auburn Stage at
Coloma on the same day.
.
Office at Cary House, Placerville. Also at the American Hotel, Auburn.
Placerville, July 21, 1866.
J. C. Trescott."

They ~arried the U.S. Mail and met the Auburn Stage. They did a fine job but how long they
lasted Is a mystery. ·
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ADVERTISEMENTS

U.S. COVERS

WANTED
Material for my auctions
or
Will buy outright

My stock of covers is strong in all periods
from stampless to modern, Alabama
to Wyoming.
What would you like to see?
References, please.
Henry M. Spelman, Ill

Robert Lewenthal
1700 Broadway

P.O. Box 645
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960

San Francisco, CA 94109
Telephone (415) 776-4767

1971 SUPPLEMENT
FOR SALE
Complete run of
'WESTERN EXPRESS"
Nov. 1950-0ct. 1971 (21 vols.)
All Originals

$175.00
H. H. CLIFFORD
(former editor of W.E.)
639 So. Spring St.

los Angeles, Calif. 90014

to
"The Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co."
Supplementary pages include illustrations of
63 additional types, 140 date and office
changes, and 155 newly documented offices.
64 pages in all.
Supplementary Pages only
Complete Handbook
(incl. supplement)
Post Paid

$ 3.50

$12.50

Send check with order direct to:

WANTED
CALIFORNIA LITHOGRAPHED
LETTER SHEETS

J. F. leutzinger
7239 West Mercer Way
Mercer Island, Wa. 98040
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS TO DEALERS

RATES PER ISSUE ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Full page $30.00; half p-. $15.00; quarter page $7.50;
one-eighth page $4.00. Net.

Mail direct to:
M. C. Nathan, Editor
94 Biscayne Drive, San Rafael, California
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A D V E R T I S E M E N TS

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTV
Write for my free special lists

The 1971 American
Stampless Cover Catalog
Bigger- better - completely revised pricing

Hard cover, Post Paid

$10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 592
Bath, N.Y. 14810

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN
THE EATING"
For immediate action and
everlasting satisfaction
sell your collection to us
Over thir.ty years of
Happy Relationships
with clients
is our best testimonial
ROBERT A. SIEGEL
120 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

WANTED TO BUY- FOREIGN COVERS
OLD and RARE
BOOKS and PRINTS
BOUGHT- SOLD
You are sure to find something
in our large stock
of western material
Visit us when in San Francisco
JOHN HOWELL
434 Post Street
San Francisco, California 94102

We are especially interested in 19th century
& early 20th century of the entire world,
but will also buy 1st flight & first day
covers of the more modern period.
We carry one of the largest stock of foreign
covers and stamps in the U.S.
Approvals sent per want lists.
UNITED STATES
We are also interested in buying wor thwhile U.S.
stamps and covers. Want lists also f i lled on t hese
from our large stock.
William 0. Bilden
801 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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ADVERTISEMENTS

WANTED
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New Mexico Postmarks prior to 1912.
Some duplicates for sale .

- .._.

ORC3ANIZATION

FOR SALE

THE HARMER ORGANIZATION
SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE
CONTINENTS, CATERING TO
THE SPECIALIST.

Territorial P.O.'s of Colorado . $1 .00
Territorial P.O.'s of Arizona . . 2.00
Territorial P.O.'s of Florida . . . 1.00
Arizona Territorial Postmark
Catalogue ............ . . . 15.00

- NEW YORK HOUSE-

(New Mexico books out of print.
New Edition in preparation)

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling"

available on request}

Dr. S. H. Dike
1420 Carlisle Blvd. N.E.
A lbuquerque, N.M. 87 110

WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS
FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS- TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS
CONFEDERATES- CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC$- EXPRESSES
For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Publ ic AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN

843 Van Nest Ave.

Bronx, N. Y. 10462

