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EDITOR'S ARENA 

THANK YOU I appreciate the letters with their words of cheer and encouragement on the first 
issue of Western Express under my editorship. But I must point out that it was 
practically a set-up handed to me by Mel. The future issues are not so pat, and I 

need the assistance of authors and would-be authors. I am looking forward to your cooperation. 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON The last quarter was a quiet one for the S.F. Bay Area group at the 
regular Friday luncheon at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel, Sutter and 
Powell Sts. S.F. But we were honored with a visit from one of our British 

members. For C. Angus Parker of the Argyll Stamp Co. London, arranged that a Friday in San 
Francisco was included in his trip to the West Coast, so he could drop in and greet some old 
friends and meet new ones. Come again Angus, it was a pleasure having you. 

Longtime member Earl Oakley of Los Angeles was a visitor on a Friday in September when 
attendance was at an all-time low, with regulars Polland, Nathan, Burns, Pearce, Lewenthal and 
Goodman away on a vacation, tied up with work or on a sick list. Come again Earl, we promise 
there won't be such a coincidence of absences again. 

TITLE PAGE For those who are interested in continuity, the January 1972 title page of 
Western Express should be labeled Vol. XXII No. I. 

PHOTOS Reproduction of the photos in Dr. Polland's article in the last issue, on "Wreck Covers 
from the Steamer Winfield Scott" failed to show the interesting identifying 
handstamp on the covers illustrated. It is a two-line handstamp reading 
STEAMER/WINFIELD SCOTI, and is placed diagonally across the covers. 

DUES Dues notices were sent out on December 1st with a two-fold purpose: One, to permit 
your paying in 1973 and thus take a deduction for that year if you wished, and two, to 
make it easier for the Treasurer-Secretary to prepare an accurate Membership list for the 

April issue. As of January 3 all but 94 had been heard from. A month later second notices were 
sent to 38, so they could be included as members, rather than dropped for NPD. So the list will 
accompany the July issue of Western Express. 

MEMBERSHIP The Society is grateful to those members who show their confidence in the 
Society and its publication, by taking PATRON or SUSTAINING memberships. 
A list of these is included with the Treasurer's report page 4. 

The list of resignations in this issue is not encouraging. But changes of interest are bound to occur 
in every specialized society. (Wonder if there is any special significance in the fact that all 
resignations begin with the 13th letter of the alphabet?) 

BACK ISSUES New members - or longtime members - who wish to fill in issues in their files of 
Western Express should carefuliy check the list of these available from the 
Editor. The list has been augmented by donations from several members, notable 

some 40 issues from former Editor Henry Clifford. 

Prices vary, and in some cases only one or two copies are available, so it is strictly a case of first 
come, first served. 

NUMISMATICS San Francisco's once abandoned Mint at 5th & Mission Streets was declared a 
national historic landmark in 1972 and work was begun on its restoration as a 
Museum. Several rooms were authentically restored to their appearance when 

the Mint was established in 1874. (The first mint, on Commercial Street, was opened 20 years 
earlier). Special historical exhibits grace the hallways and some of the unrestored rooms. The 
California Historical Society and the Wells Fargo_]3gnk currently have e-ducational displays. Other 
exhibits include notes and other memorabilia of our Emperor Norton I, Bank Notes of California 
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EDITOR'S ARENA (continued) 

banks 1933 Script occasioned by the closing of the banks - and rare maps of our area. The latter 
are fr~m the collection of Henry Clifford of Los Angeles and include a 1593 production with a 
hardly recognizable California; a 1656 map of New Mexico which shows the "Californie Isle"; 
that of the Western Hemisphere with California as a real large island extending north to about the 
present Canadian border, and other interesting and promcative projections. 

Henry has been asked to display his collection of Pioneer gold coins, trials, patterns and ingots at 
the "Old Mint" in April. Bay Area members have easy access to this landmark, and members who 
may be visiting in the area should make a note to include the Old Mint in their schedule. It is 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m. 

ANNUAL MEETING Our Western Cover Society will have its annual meeting, as usual, in 
connection with WESTPEX '74, Sunday April 28. The m-eeting will be 
preceded by the usual Brunch which starts at I 0:00 a.m. Unusual will be 

the absence of Robert Lewenthal's Western Cover Auction. (Bob was unexpectedly hospitalized 
at the time he was set to prepare his write-up of the auction material, and he was forced to cancel 
the auction. Bob is fully recovered now and hopes to proceed with the auction in the Fall). 

Members are asked to bring their duplicate covers - there will be plenty of time after the meeting 
for exchanging, buying or selling. 

REGIONAL MEETING Saturday, March I saw the first northwest regional meeting of our 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST Society. Through the efforts of Howard Mader and Charles Whittlesey 

and our Northwest Director John Leutzinger the gathering was held in 
conjunction with the 3-day INPEX '74 show at the Portland Coliseum March 1-2-3. INPEX '74 
was the third annual show sponsored by the International Chapter of the ASDA. 

Howard opened the informal workshop-meeting - whose theme was Western Postal History -
with some 60 to 75 collectors in attendance. Setting the stage for the ensuing discussions he 
presented a rundown of the currently available philatelic books which could be sources for 
historical backgrounds for Western covers. Your Ed itor outlined the benefits of membership in 
our Society indicating how "Western Express" plays an important part in the diffusion of 
information for the collector. Chuck Whittlesey delineated the steps in securing covers in our 
Western sphere, recounting his experiences, with their difficulties, in locating desired material. 
(John Leutzinger was unable to attend as scheduled, due to illness in the family.) 

The session concluded with a question and answer period which demonstrated the many facets of 
Western Postal History. 

The regional meeting is an excellent idea for WCS. Now that the Northwest has broken the ice 
and we hope that this initial effort will blossom into an annual affair - perhaps other areas will 
take steps to organize a meeting in connection with one of their local annual shows. It is good for 
the Society and good for the collector. 

Members from "sunny California" who were in attendance at INPEX '74 included Stanley Pillar, 
Marden Ross and Henry Spelman - and the weatherman treated us to a white version of that 
"Oregon mist"! 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES: 

New Members 

# 592 Arthur E. Springer, 4220 E. Homes St., Tucson, AZ 957 11 
(Collects G2, C24) 

# 593 Charles F. Nettleship, Jr., 5525 N. Via Entrada, Tucson, AZ 857 I8 
(Collects G2, 17, RPO's of 2, 17) 

#594 Gene Daniels, P.O. Box 83, Camarillo, CA 93010 
(Collects Ventura County Covers) 

Changes of Address 

# 26 Charles Meroni, Sr. , 160 Canal St. , Tavernier, Fla. 33070 
#339 Charles Molnar, Rd. I , Box 154, Tote Road, Rock Creek, OH 44084 
# 532 Tom Pulley, 362 1 Lafayette St. Apt. l , Santa Clara, CA 95050 
# 545 Mrs. Frederica Warren, 82 - 4th Artillery Rd., Ft. Leavenworth , KS 66027 
# 480 Lt. Col. Neil Schroeder (Ret.), Area Facilities Engineer, 23 Support Group, 

APO, S.F. 96271 
# 482 Jerome Schwimmer, 1750 Las Palmitas, South Pasadena, CA 91030 

Resignations 
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#488 
#489 

Barbara Mueller 
Carl McMurphy 

# 492 Mrs. Emily Moorefield 
# 541 Daniel Y. Mechster 

Deceased 
# 516 Carl B. Eickhoff 

Back issues of Western Express available at prices noted. Short supply on some. 

At $4.00 each issue 
195I (Vol. I , all seven issues) ; 1952 (Vol.ll, all four issues) 

At $3.50 each issue 
1953 (Vol. Ill , Nos. 1, 2 & 3); 1954 (Vol. IV, Nos. I & 4) 
1955- 1956- 1957- 1958 (Vols. V-VIII), all issues 

At $3.00 each issue 
I959 (Vol. IX, Nos. I, 2, 3 & 4) ; 1960 (Vol. X, No. 4); 1961 NONE 
1962 (Vol. XII , Nos. 1 & 4) ; 1963 (Vol. XIII , Nos. 3 & 4) 
I964 (Vol. XIV, Nos. I , 3 & 4); 1965 (Vol. XV, Nos. I , 3 & 4) 

At $2.50 each issue 
1966 (Vol. XVI, Nos. 2, 3 & 4); 1967 (Vol. XVII) Nos. 2, 3 & 4) 
1968 (Vol. XVIII , Nos. 2, 3 & 4) ; 1969 (Vol. XIX, Nos. 2, 3 & 4) 
1970 - 1971 - 1972 and 1973 (Vol.s XX - XXIII , all issues) 

At $3.50 each - the following Robert Hanson Maps (Large, fo lded 8~x I 1) 
Jan. 1966 - The Holy Road (Nauvoo-Salt Lake City) 1846-47 
Jan. 1967 -The Pony Express (S.F.-St. Louis) 1860-6 1 
Jan. 1968 - The Mormon Wagon Route (Salt Lake-L.A.) 1849-50 
Jan. 1969- The Butterfield Route (2 maps) 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Balance on hand January 1, 1973 ....................... $3,088.95 

RECEIPTS 
2,790.00 Dues- 1973 

Dues- 1974/1975 1,785.00 4,575.00 

Donations ..................... · .. 
Sales of Western Express ......... . . . 
Advertising - 1973 202.50 
Advertising - 1974 165.00 

58.77 
23.50 

367.SO 

Interest on Short term Savings . . . . . . . 138.95 5,163.72 

Total Funds Available ................................. 8,252.67 

EXPENDITURES 
Publishing, Mailing Western Express 2,768.5 l 
Equipment and Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . 401.36 
Secretary-Treasurer Expenses . . . . . . . . 90.14 
Administrative Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . 65.99 3,326.00 

Balance on Hand December 31, 1973 ....... . ............ $4,926.67 

A List of Our Patron and Sustaining Members for 197 4 

Patron Members Sustaining Members 
J. David Baker 
David T. Beals III 
Henry C. Clifford 
Marc Haas 
Everett Lampson 
John F. Leutzinger 
Basil C. Pearce 
W. Scott Polland, M.D. 
E. Murray Todd 
Frank A. Zid 

Morton Albert · 
S.M. Arnold 
Dr. W. W. Bilyeu 
Frank Burns 
J.C. Hawley 
John C. Juhring 
A. Murl Kimmel 
Trowbridge Leavitt 
G.M. Magladry, M.D. 
William T. McGreer 
Charles Molnar 
Robert Myerson 
Frank Q. Newton , Jr. 

Ralzemond Parker 
N. Leonard Persson 

Joseph F. Rorke, M.D. 
Oscar Salzar 

William Semsrott 
Tracy W. Simpson 

Gerald B. Smith, M.D. 
Jack E. Stucky, M.D. 

Elmer T. Tvedt 
Dr. Heinz von Hungen 

C.A. Whittlesey 
R.W. Woodruff 
AI Zimmerman 
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CONTENTS OF A LETTER 
FROM THE COLLECTION OF IRWIN VOGEL 

Placerville, Dec. 10, 1858 

Brother Daniel 
If I remember aright your last epistle was not answered and mainly because I had no news to 

communicate, nor have I yet; Still you hear from me now Jest I may be subjected to a bill of 
interest upon the old debt after six months. 

About six months since, I rec'd a line from Elija (Brown's wife) and Olive for which I was 
very thankful. It was an excellent letter full of news with all the variations from which I learned 
that our folks had sent Father's likeness to me and they wished me to return it so that they might 
retain it amongst them or take copies and send it back to me. I wrote directly back to Cyrus 
stating that I had not received nor before heard of its having been sent and requested him to 
answer soon saying when and to what place in California it was sent and I have not yet received 
it, or heard from Cyrus or anyone of our family. Dan'l although you have not Jived in the old 
neighborhood for years past yet you have invariably given me more news from there than l get 
from all o ther sources. 

Wherefor you may probably know when the likeness was forwarded to me. I am very anxious 
to get it if possible. Since the spring of 1852 l have resided at this place except one instance when 
I was one year and lived near Volcanoe, Amadar County where I have since examined the Post & 
Express offices in vain. By an acquaintance of mine here who went to Rome on a visit I received 
mother's likeness, which looks very natural & younger than I expected. 

What a multitude of pleasant associations was re-created in my memory as I gazed upon the 
mere semblance of our dear mother! 

But pleasant & happy as are the recollections of our child & boyhood they are but the first 
blush of morn to the noonday, when compared to the warm fu ll grown gladness that after a long 
absence must well up from the heart at the embrace of his loving & beloved mother. So long as 
memory has life, neither place, time nor circumstance can dim the pleasure of anticipation. 

In your last letter you game me an account of your visits in the old & adjoining 
neighborhoods. It almost appeared to me as though I was along with you at the time. Rhods 
Cogwins youngest boy came out here lately. Saw our fam ily a few days before starting. They 
were all well and mother quite smart. I have been very well since you last heard from me. Have 
mined some and located various Ditches for mining purposes. Am idle at present. Will likely mine 
again this winter. We have had N.York weather - snow 8 inches deep and ground froze hard & 
too cold to wash out gold. 4 miles up snow is 1 Y2 ft deep. We have a good waggon road for the 
dreaded Sierra Mountain to Carson Valley - constructed this season & is 85 miles long over 
which the mail from the States passes in a 4 horse coach or waggon weekly. The grade or rise of 
the road is only 1 Y4 ft in the steepest places to that the 4 horses take 2 tons of freight at a load & 
t he stage comes through in a day, so that the Nevada Mountains are no longer a barrier to 
emigration. Although the snow for 10 or 12 miles of this road will be deep this winter , yet 1 
believe it will be kept possible for a team all winter. I may send this by the Salt Lake mail route 
so that it may pass over the same road that I did in coming here. 

The peach crop was Y2 destroyed by frost last spring. This state will excell any other place in 
producing grapes. They sold this season for 12V2 cts per pound & will be less than Y2 that within 
three years & enough left over to make our own wine. 

Our mountain Towns are supplied with as large & good apples as are grown in N.York. Those 
that weigh one pound or more sell from 3 to 4 bits a piece; worth as much as a bushel of yours 
you see!! I can give you no idea how rapidly all kinds of fruit trees grown and bean early, on the 
great variety. The Fig and Almon bean very well as high as this place is in the mountains. 

This city of Placerville contains about 3,500 inhabitants - 1200 to 1300 voters, 130 children 
at school - many brick & stone fireproof buildings - an Odd Fellows Hall 70 by 36 feet & 2 
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CONTENTS OF A LEITER FROM THE COLLECTION OF IRWIN VOGEL (continued) 

stores high of stone & fireproof, with 200 members - 2 churches - one courthouse & jail - 50 
or 60 stores and more grog shops from which all the country out as far as Salt Lake can best get 
their supplies. Humboldt, Carson & all other mountain valleys that are inhavited come in on the 
new road and trade here. 

The mines are being gradually exhausted but more & cheaper water is introduced together 
with the decrease in the price of labor - so that the gross yield of gold in the state is kept up, as 
you probably see by the shipments, and but for which you Down-Easterners would see much 
closer times. 

I hear Garney and Cyrus are working hard & prospering, but can't learn how near they are 
out at debt - because they don't tell me! Hope they are entirely out. Would like to know if the 
estate is settled up. I hope you and family are well. Lou & Lib must not work too hard, its no 
·use. Tell your boy, my namesake, if he is my namesake to behave himself or I'll take a stick to 
him when I come back - can't yet say when I shall call on you. Give my love to Lib, Joshua and 
all other relations & if they will write me I will answer. Please write soon to your 

Brother, George 

The cover that carried the letter, with its notation .. By Salt Lake". 
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JOHNSONS RANCH- CALIFORNIA'S OUTPOST OF CIVILIZATION 

By Basil C. Pearce 

In the Sacramento Valley, just below the Sierra foothills three miles east of the present town of 
Wheatland and 35 miles north of Sutters Fort, lies the site of Johnsons Ranch - also known as 
Johnsons Rancho or Johnsons Ranche. This was the first settlement reached by the Argonauts 
in the 1840's who crossed the high Sierra, over that branch of the Cali fornia Trail which went 
through Donner Pass and down the ridge north of the Bear River into Yuba County. 

According to available records that I have examined, in 1844 on the north side of the Bear River 
there was an adobe house erected on a land grant at a point later called Johnson Crossing. That 
same year Capt. Sutter, Magistrate of the Region, sold the property to a William Johnson who 
built an adobe house and out-buildings below the crossing. It then became known as Johnsons 
Rancho. 

It was at this location that many footsore immigrants rested and obtained supplies before 
spreading out to the various locations in California. Among them were the seven members of the 
Donner Party who succeeded in getting over the mountains in that terrible winter of 1846-47, 
finally reaching Johnsons Ranch where they sought aid for those imprisoned and starving at 
Snowbound Donner Lake. For a more graphic description of the part played by Johnsons Ranch 
with the Donner Party. I would recommend to the reader of the book - "Ordeal by Hunger", by 
George R. Stewart. 

Today there is nothing left of this historic landmark except covers showing ex istence of a post 
office. According to Frickstad the post office was first established as part of Sutter County and 
later into Yuba County. It was opened in November, 1853, and moved to Wheatland in 1866. 

Illustrated are four covers showing this "ghost town" postmark. Two are in the 10¢ rate period -
the other two in the 3¢ period. The Patriotic from th is old place adds interest as well as the strip 
of three 2¢ Black Jacks with the "Paid" marking. 
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JOHNSONS RANCH - CALIFORNIA'S OUTPOST OF CIVILIZATION (continued) 

In the Wiltsee Collection at the Wells Fargo Bank in San Francisco is an interesting item from this 
place. it is a folded letter headed - "Headquarters, J ohnsons Ranch, June 10, 1851 ". The letter 
is from a Major Rogers to Brig. Gen. Winn and shows a manuscript franking mark - "Public". 

/~~-- ---
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JOHNSONS RANCH - CALIFORNIA 'S OUTPOST OF CIVILIZATION (continued) 
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GHOST TOWNS ON THE SACRAMENTO AND FEATHER RIVERS 

by W. Scott Polland, M.D. 

Page I I 

Vernon was a short-lived town whose postoffice opened in November of 1849 and closed in 
November of 1853. 

The winter of 1849 was such a dry one that the Feather River was not navigable. Vernon, 
situated at the point of confluence of the Feather and Sacramento Rivers and on the east bank, 
became, temporarily, the head of navigation of the Sacramento River, from which roads travelled 
to the Yuba and Feather River mines. During the summer of 1849 a number of wholesale stores 
had been erected and lots were sold rapidly at high prices. The future looked very bright. 

However, the heavy rains of 1849-1850 caused the rivers to rise so that navigation as far as 
Marysville became possible. Speculators transferred their interests to other towns. But Vernon 
did not surrender without a struggle and in 1851 succeeded in transferring the county seat from 
Auburn to Vernon. But this position was last in 1852, and by 1853 the hotel closed and the 
postoffice was moved. Today no remnants of this Vernon remain. 

The first illustration shows a cover with the manuscript postmark of Vernon, Cal, November 24, 
1849 and rated "40" for the trip to Ohio. (F ricksted gives November 8 as the authorized date the 
postoffice was establ ished. The letter enclosed in illustration# I is dated Oct. 28, 1849. 

Illustration #I - Author's Collection 

Almost opposite Vernon, on the west shore of the Sacramento River and just below where the 
Feather River joins it, the town of Fremont was started in March of 1849. A ferry was 
established across the Sacramento River. 

With miners, teamsters and packers passing on their way to the mining regions Fremont grew by 
leaps and bounds and soon claimed a population of about 3,000. Again, as in Vernon, the storms 
of 1849-50 permitted navigation up the Feather, and like Vernon, Fremont began to decline. 

Also like Vernon, the loyal citizens of Fremont succeeded, by lobbying, in making it the first 
county sea t of Yolo County in 1850. The postoffice was established April 9, 1859. However 
popular vote changed this, and the town began to disappear. Today nothing remains but empty 
lots. 

The second illustration shows a folded letter with the manuscript marking of Fremont, Cal, 
August II, 1851 and rated 5 for the postage to San Francisco. 
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GHOST TOWNS ON THE SACRAMENTO AND FEATHER RIVERS (continued) 

It is addressed to a famous politician and attorney, General John Wilson. The contents of the 
letter are rather interesting: 

Fremont Aug. 10, 1851 
Gen. John Wilson -

My Dear Sir; 

I received yours of the 30th July this morning. I have just returned 
from a tour through the 21st Senatorial District, composed of Yolo and 
Colusa counties. My prospects are very good, indeed so far as can be 
ascertained I have sensed the impression that the Whigs will be elected 
from this (Yolo) County. We are working hard and every one of us are 
on the lookout. A person by the name of M.M. Wombough of this place 
is my only opponent. He is acknowledged to be too weak to draw on 
this party. [f you have Mr. Clay speak upon the Land Grant Bill , or any 
other distinguished Whigs speak upon that question, please send them 
to me. This is the most important matter with us in this district. Any 
facts and documents that you may send me please envelope them in 
such a manner as it is impossible for any person to perceive what they 
are, as I must confess that we have a red mouth dishonest Loco for a 
postmaster- that I should fear they would never come to hand . 

Wishing you success, I am, 
Yours. very Resp. 

Henry Critcher, 

Illustration #2 - Author's Collection 

Hamilton was a mining town situated on the Feather River above Marysville. It was the county 
seat of Butte from 1850-1853. However Bidwells Bar had richer diggings, and peop1egradually left 
Hamilton for Bidwells or other camps. 

There is nothing left of Hamilton today. Part of its site disappeared as the river changed course. 
The old cemetary has been removed to avoid inundation by an afterbay of t he Oroville Dam. 
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GHOST TOWNS ON THE SACRAMENTO AND FEATHER RIVERS (continued) 

Ill ustration #3 shows an envelope with manuscript markings of Hamilton, Cal May 21 -61 Paid 10 . 

.. 
Illustration t/3 - Author's Collection 

In closing I would like to say that all of these early ghost towns markings are extremely rare. I 
have seen only 2 or 3 others similar to them. 
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FRENCH POSTAGE DUE MARKINGS 

AUGUST 31, 1907. ] STANLEY OIBBONS MONTHLY JOURNAL 

1 1 .,_2[ t= 7~ = It·= -

cz 

1· = 5= 8·= ·~·= 

, ~ ' . 

7= 

Your first reaction to this page may well be - what has it to do with a "Western Cover". But on 
second thought you'll remember that merchants in the West had many dealings with those in 
France - and their letters exchanged in the course of business are apt to bear impressions of 
these "decime" markings. It is hoped this reproduction of an item in GIBBONS MONTHLY 
JOURNAL of 1907 may help you decipher those manuscript scribblings or the later 
conventionalized metal handstamps. 
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A GROUP OF WESTERN EXPRESSES 

by (the late) A. Jay Hertz 

BOYD'S SONORA & COULTERVILLE STAGE LINE 

R. Boyd was the owner and operator of this express running from Sonora to Coulterville. 

Page 17 

From the AMERICAN EAGLE (Sonora, Calif.) of April 20, 1864, we find the following: 

"Sonora and Coulterville Stage Line 
Change of time. On and after the I st of May 1864 the Sonora and 
Coulterville Stage will leave Sonora at 12 o'clock M. each alternate day, 
connecting at the Crimea House with the Stockton Stage for Coulter
ville and Yosemite Fa11s. 
Returning, leave Coulterv1Jle at I a.m. connecting at the Crimea House 
with the stage from Sonora to Stockton. 
Ira H. Smith, Agent R. Boyd, Proprietor" 

I find no record of the date this Stage started, nor have I seen any covers that might have been 
carried over this route. 

CALIFORNIA STAGE LINE 

Information as to the owner, manager or whoever operated this line is lacking. The entire news of 
this line is from the June 4, 1864 issue of the DUTCH FLAT ENQUIRER and reads: 

"California Stage Line 
From Dutch Flat to Auburn Station. On and after th is date, the 
coaches of the "C.S.Co" will leave Dutch Flat at 3:30 a.m. for 
Sacramento connecting with cars of the Sacramento, Placer and Nevada 
Railway Co. at Auburn Station at 10.30 a.m. and arriving at 
Sacramento at I: 15 p.m. The same day, connecting with the coaches at 
Auburn Station at 9 a.m. and arriving at Dutch Flat at 5:30p.m. 
The line connects at Auburn with the coaches for Forest Hill, Todd's 
Valley, Yankee Jims and Michigan Bluffs, and at Illinoistown with 
coaches for Iowa Hill. Through tickets for all points can be procured at 
the stage office, the What Cheer House, Sacramento, and also at the 
office in the above-named places for Sacramento and Folsom. 
Passengers for this line can rely upon receiving every attention 
necessary for safety, speed and comfort." 

Fortunately, this line was able to keep its word and do what it promised. This they did in a 
gentlemanly sort of way and things were carried out to the last word. 

NELSON CHASE'S TRI-WEEKLY EXPRESS 

This express was one of the smaller ones, running between Fort Jones and Yreka from where it 
started. Owner and operator was Nelson Chase. 

From the "Yreka Union" of August 6, 1859, we find: 

"Tri-weekly express for Oro Fino, Rough and Ready, Aetna Mills and 
South Ford, leaves Yreka every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
mornings" 
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A GROUP OF WESTERN EXPRESSES (continued) 

And from the " Yreka Weekly Journal " of June 28, 186 1 we have: 
"N. Chase, having seceded from Van Wyck's Express runs a " Hog" 
Express of his own, from Yreka to Fort Jones, Oro Fino, Mugginsville, 
Pinery, Rough and Ready, Aetna Mills, Sugar Creek, French Creek, 
Porter's Flat, Wild Cat and South Fork, connecting with the Californ ia 
Stage at Callahan's Ranch daily. Connects at Aetna Mills with Ford's 
Express train to Salmon River. Office at Metropolitan Hotel. Time of 
departure, 7 o'clock. 
All business en trusted to his charge will be attended to with 
promptness. 

N. Chase" 

Again we have the ad in the Semi-weekly "Union" of Yreka, dated the 13th day of August, 
1862: 

''Nelson Chase's Tri-Weekly Express to Fort Jones, Rough and Ready, 
Oro F ino, Aetna Mills, Pinery, Mugginsville, Sawyer's Bar and Salmon 
River ... connecting with Swain and Bros. Express. Time of departure, 
7 o'clock a.m. at the Metropolitan Hotel. " 

T he last ad found is identical in wording and is in the Yreka Union of September 6, 1862. So the 
Express lasted for about three years - quite a long time for a small express. Then, as the others, 
it quietly disappeared. 

COLUMBIA RIVER & PUGET SOUND STAGE CO. 

The name of the man who owned and operated this company was a fellow by the name of 
George Coggan. He ran his express between Olympia, Tenino, Kalama and Portland. Also from 
Portland to Puget Sound and to Victoria. It was a strange run. 

From the Puget Sound Daily Courier of April 3, 1873 we find the following: 
"New Arrangements! Columbia River and Puget Sound Stage Co. Good 
Concord coaches with fine stock, skilled and careful drivers, leave 
Olympia daily (Sundays excepted) at 9 a.m. for Tenino, making close 
connections ... for Kalama and Portland; returning, leave Tenino for 
Olympia upon arrival of the train from Kalama, making close 
connections with steamers fo r Victoria and Way ports. 
This is the quickest, cheapest and most desirable route from Portland to 
Puget Sound and from Victoria to Portland and California. Stage and 
ticket office, Hotel Oly mpia. 

George Coggan & Co. Props." 
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A GROUP OF WESTERN EXPRESSES (continued) 

COPPEROPOLIS AND MURPHY'S ACCOMODATION LINE 

Congdon & Co. owned and operated this line, operating between Murphy's and Copperopolis. 
From "American Flag" (Sonora) of February II, 1864, we read: 

"Copperopolis and Murphy's Accomodation Line, 
A daily line of stages is now running from Copperopolis to Murphy's, 
via Hinkel's Ranch, Altaville, Angels, Vallecito and Douglas Flat. 
Leaves Copperopolis every morning at 7 o'clock and arrives at Murphy's 
at II a.m. 
Returning, leaves Murphy's at 12Y2 p.m. and arrives at Copperopolis at 
4Yz p.m. 
By this route, in conjunction with M.J. Dooley & Co's line, passengers 
from Sonora, Columbia, San Andreas and Mokelumne Hill to Copper
opolis, or from Copperopolis to any of the above named plases arrive in 
good season, the same day. 
Vallecito, May 26, 1863 Congdon & Co. Proprietors" 

Thus we see that they cooperated with M.J. Dooley & Company, but they were a relatively 
unimportant line, and advertised seldom. 

SAN RAMON VALLEY LINE 

The owner and operator of this express was Duncan Cameron. He ran his express between the 
.towns of Walnut Creek and MoragaValley. That route may seem insignificant today, but at the 
time it must have been an extremely dangerous route. 

From "Alta California" of May 16, 1866 we see the following: 
"Stage Notice 

Morning line from San Ramon, leaving Walnut Creek every morning at 
6 o'clock a.m. passing Kendal's and Hunsacker's Ranch, Mason's Store, 
Moraga Valley, arriving in time for the 9:50 train from Brooklyn. 
Returning leaves Brooklyn on the arrival of the 2 p.m. Boat from San 
Francisco. 

Duncan Cameron, Proprietor" 

So we can understand how a company advertised their route, the schedule of the service. We 
cannot understand why they did not advertise more than once or twice. They played their small 
part and then were heard of no more. 
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A GROUP OF WESTERN EXPRESS (continued) 

HAMILTON & SMITH'S STAGE LINE 

These gentlemen ran their express between Folsom and Jackson. 
From the Volcano Weekly Ledge of October 26, 1856 we find the following statement: 

" Railroad Line!! 
On and after the 3rd day of April 1857 Hamilton and Company will 
run a daily line of coaches from Folsom via Prairie City, Michigan Bar, 
Arkansas Diggins, Forest House, Willow Springs, Drytown, Amador and 
Sutter to Jackson. Also a branch line connecting with the above at 
Central House, Fiddletown. Leaving Folsom on the arrival of the 
morning train from Sacramento and arriving at Jackson and Fiddletown 
the same day. Leaving Jackson and Fiddletown same clay at 5 a.m. and 
arriving in Folsom in time for the 12 o'clock train by which passengers 
will arrive in Sacramento at a quarter past 1 p.m ... . 

Green, Couch and Hill, Agts." 

This is the only ad we found. How long it lasted or how successful, we can only guess. Perhaps 
some more information will be discovered at a later date. 

GREEN & VOGHAN'S EXPRESS 

This express was started in 1861 by John Voghan and Charles Green. It was a daily four-horse 
line which ran the distance of 42 miles between Sacramento and Stockton, in good time. As time 
went on and the express prospered it was extended to Sonora. The entire run was made in one 
day. The best information to be found about this company (they didn't seem to advertise in the 
papers of that section of the country) is that in the History of Amador County, pg. 69: 

"Charles Green and John Voghan commenced the business in 1853 (?), 
running from Jackson through Drytown, to Sacramento. The line 
proved profitable and it was .extended through Mokelumne Hill to 
Sonora, making the whole distance in one day, through fare being $20. 
The cost of stocking the line was enormous. None of the horses cost 
less than $300 each, and some were twice that. Concord wagons were 
from $600 to $1,000 and Troy coaches, $2,500 to $3,000. A good 
driver was worth $ 150 per month; hostlers, $100. Hay and barley was 
also high, some as high as $ 100 per ton. Notwithstanding these 
expenses, the line was profitable, the coaches generally loaded to their 
utmost capacity. Staging then and now were quite different affairs. 
There were no roads, the coaches following the trails of zigzaging 
around the dustholes in summer and the mudholes in winter. There 
were no bridges and sometimes the driver and horses were lost .. . The 
line afterward consolidated with the California Stage Line, which 
proved to be a losing concern." 

On December 15, 1853, the State Journal (Sacramento) mentions the format ion of the California 
Stage Co. The name of Charles Green, as one of the organizers, is mentioend. Voghan's name is 
missing. Whether or not he dissolved his partnership with Green, is not known to this writer. He 
probably got out of the express field . 
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ADVERTIS E MENTS 
RATES PER ISSUES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Full page $30.00; half page $15.00; quarter page $7.50; one-eighth page $4.00. Net. 

WANTED TO BUY- FOREIGN COVERS 

We are especial! y interested in 19th century 
& early 20th century of the entire world, 
but will also buy 1st fl ight & first day 
covers of the more modern period . 

We carry one of the largest stock of foreign 
covers and stamps in the U.S. 
Approvals sent per want lists. 

UNITED STATES 

We are also interested in buying worthwhile U.S. 
stamps and covers. Want lists also f illed on these 
from our large stock. 

William 0. Bilden 
801 Hennepin Avenue 

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403 

WANTED 

New Mexico Postmarks prior to 1912. 
Some duplicates for sale. 

FOR SALE 

Territorial P.O.'s of Colorado . $1.00 
Terr itorial P.O.'s of Arizona . . 2.00 
Territorial P.O.'s of Florida . . . 1.00 
Arizona Territorial Postmark 

Catalogue ... ... ....... .. 15.00 

(New Mexico books out of print. 

New Edition in preparation) 

Dr. S. H. Dike 
1420 Carl isle Blvd. N.E. 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 

!WANTED! 

CALIFORNIA LITHOGRAPHED . 
LETTER SHEETS- 1849-1869 

(Have a Few for Trading) 

PIONEER GOLD COINS, 
TRIALS & PATTERNS, 

ALSO INGOTS & BARS 

GOLD RUSH EPHEMERA 
AND MEMORABILIA 

HENRY H. CLIFFORD 
639 So. Spring St 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90014 

WANTED 

EARLY OREGON 
EXPRESS COVERS 

By Private Collector 

Donald E. Forster, M.D. 

716 Medical Dental Bldg. 

Portland, Oregon, 97205 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

I HRiil 
'. ... .. . .......................... ~ ....... .......... ··-' 

ORGANIZATION 

T HE HARMER ORGAN IZATION 
SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER 
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE 

CONTINENTS, CATERING TO 
THE SPECIALIST. 

- NEW YORK HOUSE -

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
6West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 

(Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling" 
available on request) 

WANTED 

Material for my auctions 

or 

Will buy outright 

Robert lewenthal 
1700 Broadway 

San Francisco, CA 94109 

Telephone (415) 776-4767 
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OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT - SOLD 

You are sure to find something 

in our large stock 
of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

JOHN HO WE LL 
434 Post Street 

San Francisco, California 94102 

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIAL TV 

Write for my free special lists 

The new 1971 revised 
American stampless cover catalog 

Bigger - better - completely revised pricing 

Paperback, Post Paid $ 7.00 
Hard cover, Post Paid $10.00 

E. N. SAMPSON 
P.O. Box 592 Bath, N.Y. 14810 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN 
THE EATING" 

For immediate action and 
everlasting satisfaction 

sell your collection to us 

Over thirty years of 

Happy Relationships 

with clients 

is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

10 East 52nd Street 

New York, N.Y. 10022 

WANTED 

EARLY MOKELUMNE HILL COVERS 

Private collector wishes to purchase 
covers to and from MOKELUMNE HILL 
and nearby diggings, up to 1861. Early 
expresses, stampless, straight line can
cels, and related materials are desired. 
Please send front and back Xerox's of 
items and your price to: 

Or. JUDAH LANDES 
881 Seale Avenue 

Palo Alto, CA 94303 
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U.S. COVERS 

My stock of covers is strong in all periods 

from stampless to modern, Alabama 
to Wyoming. 

What would you like to see? 
References, please. 

Henry M. Spelman, Ill 
P.O. Box 488 

Lexington, Mass. 02173 

WANTED 

CLASSIC 19th CENTURY 
U.S. COVERS 

FIRST DAYS 
STAMPLESS- TERRITORIAL- WESTERN 
LOCALS- CONFEDERATES- EXPRESSES 

CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS 

For my Outright Purchase, 
Consignment, or for my Public 

AUCTION Sales 

AL ZIMMERMAN 
843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 10462 
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