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EDITOR'S ARENA
FRIDAY LUNCHEON

Some local comment has been made that in recognizing the attendance
of our out of State, or even out of the country, members I am ignoring
the regular members without whose presence there would be no Friday
luncheon (I am glad my English prof isn't here to ask me to diagram the construction of that long
sentence. Perhaps it can be excused by saying that in this premissive age permissiveness is not
limited to morality but can be extended to English construction.) At any rate, I hasten to offset
that unintended slight.
First there are the "weekly regulars": President Basil Pearce, Vice-President and Director W.
Scott Polland, M.D., Secretary-Treasurer Everett Erie, Director and former Editor of Western
Express, Mel C. Nathan, Frank Burns, John Drew and Robert Lowenthal. The "frequent regulars," who because of business commitments, or distance, can't make it every week, but come
often: Dr. W. W. Bilyeu, Kenneth Harrison, Steve Kovacich, Dr. Judah Landes and his wife
Sandra, Bennett Levinson, Stanley Piller and Henry Spelman III. Finally there are the "infrequent regulars": Vice-President and Director Everett Lampson, Wallace Knox, Gerard Koch,
Tracy Simpson, Fred Starr and Charles Winter.
There is one Friday when the Sir Francis Drake sees none of our members - and that is the
Friday when they informally transfer their attendance to the Jack Tar Hotel for the opening of
WESTPEX in the Spring. This culminates in the annual breakfast and meeting on Sunday, the last
day of this 3-day show.

LATE DELIVERY The July issue of Western Express was mailed at the main divisional processing postal station in Oakland on June 19. But I have letters from members in
Oregon and Kansas, noting the receipt of their copy on July 7 and July 8
respectively.
wonder if this delayed arrival is due to the office of mailing or the office of
receipt.
RECOGNITION The 34th Annual Exhibition and Convention of the Northwest Federation of
Stamp Clubs, May 17-19 provided a field day for some of our members - with
one gold, four silver and one bronze award. The gold went to Paul J. Wolf for
"Domestic Uses of the Black Jack," while silver honors were bestowed on "Wells Fargo in
California" entered by Bernard Griffin; "Gold Rush to Earthquake - S.F. Postal History
1849- 1906," the work of Mrs. Frederica Warren; and "Our Cradle of Liberty" the entry of Elmer
J. Binker, Jr. Bernard Griffin's "Discontinued Post Offices of Klamath County" rated a bronze.
In the Literature group the judges gave Elmer J. Binker, Jr. a silver for his column "The National
Park Philatelist."
Later, at ROMPEX, held in Denver in June, Paul J. Wolf took another gold for his Black Jacks this time for "Black Jacks Abroad ."

JUDGES ANONYMITY

Mention of awards reminds me that wherever there are awards there
must be judges (What a profound conclusion!). But somehow these
judges of philatelic entries remain anonymous for the most part. The
press releases seem to omit them - or if they are mentioned they do not survive the Editor's blue
pencil and the reading public remains unaware of their identity. I believe it was the late Steve
Rich who, in writing of the collector who enters an exhibit solely to win an award, should study
the judges first and be selective in his entry. While judges are expected to be unmoved by
personal preferences in making their decisions, there is a certain amount of subtle persuasion that
influences their verdicts. A judge whose main interests are in the "Classics" finds little of interest
(i.e. worth) in a complete set of desert Sheikdoms, or in the stamps of most of the new and
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emerging stamp issuing countries. A dealer who recognizes material in a show - material he has
sold to the exhibitor - may unconsciously be persuaded in his ratings. Or Postal historians,
airmail collectors or those in any specialized field may be hard put to find great value in exhibits
foreign to their collecting propensities. Or it may be seasoned judges - even APS accredited for
National and International shows - who feel that a cursory run-thru is enough fo r Juniors
exhibiting in their first International Junior show (see Western Stamp Collector of August 17).
With the growing interest in awards on the national scale - an interest fed by the APS annual
World Series of Philate ly, the Champion of Champions award - I believe a listing of the judges
who were responsible for the awards should appear in the announcement of winners - and not be
relegated to "Exhibits will be judged by Competent Judges" or "a distinguished panel of APS
accredited judges has been selected."
International shows present the names of their judges well before the date of the show. Perhaps
the APS, which is staging its own Convention and Exhibition in San Francisco in 1977 may
follow the example of these international shows. It will be quite appropriate since the exhibitors
at this 1977 show will be solely Grand Award winners from the selected around-the-cou ntry
national shows. It might be quite interesting to go a step further and tell us the names of the
judges responsible for the Grand Award in each of the 20 shows which qualify for the Champion
of Champion competition.

PHILATELIC LITERATURE

Perhaps it is the influence of the rising popularity of Postal
History, but whatever, philatelic literature is fast coming into its
own. Philatelic libraries are becoming features of our Public
Libraries. We have always had the libraries of Collectors Club of New York and the Los Angeles
Philatelic Society - but these were more or less restricted to members. The American Philate lic
Society stepped in to admirably fill the breach when it took over the operations of the Philatelic
Literature Review and established its own library at State College. With assistance from the
members it was able to construct its own building. Donations of books, particularly the somewhat neglected philatelic library of the Boston Public Library, gave it desirable impetus.
Close by, the "Friends of the South Bay Library" - a group of dedicated civic and philatelic
minded collectors persuaded the Sunnyvale Public Library to provide space in their new building
for a philatelic library. With the purchase of several private libraries and the addition of the large
library of the Philatelic Research Society through merger, the content of the Philatelic Section of
the Sunnyvale Public Library became of major proportions - occupying half of the mezzanine
floor. There are some 1400 volumes now available, with a basement-full of books yet to be
processed. The guiding group has since changed its name to the "Friends of the Western Philatelic
Library," but it has not changed its dedication to making the philatelic section the largest on the
Coast.
Down south the Pomona Public Library established its philatelic section with the donation of the
outstanding library of the late Dr. William E. Kerr. It has regularly added volumes to this nucleus,
to the point where it has been rated as the fifth largest philatelic library in the nation with
.
.
'
approximately
I 000 volumes hsted.
The beauty of these philatelic sections of Public Libraries is the availability of most of the
material at your own local library through the inter-library loan system. The next time you want
information or background stories for your collection or for your exhibit, don't overlook your
local library. A vail yourself of the opportunity to secure help from the philatelic sections of these
Public Libraries.
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GEOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING

With the publishing of our new Roster it is evident that
our Society, though " Western" in name, is widespread. We
are represented in 38 States, the District of Columbia, England and Canada. Of course the largest group is in California - 11 9, of whom 39 reside in
Southern California. New York is next with 28 members, followed by Illinois with 12. The
remaining states represented, beginning with Arizona's 10 are in descending order with 8 states
sharing the dubious honor of having one each. There are five mem bers in Great Britain.

AUCTION ACTION

This feature does not appear in this issue for a combination of reasons,
notably the lack of auctions with any significant groups of western
covers. Robert Lewenthal's semi-annual Western and Territorial Cover
Auction was held on September 8 - which seriously conflicted with WESTERN EXPRESS's
publication dead-line for the October issue. For the January issue Bob will have a review of this
and Robert Siegel's auction and others having pertinent material.

I
.

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
New Members
#604
#605
#606
#607
#608
#609

T.R. DeBruler, 268 Black Oak Drive, Medford, OR 9750 1
(Collects Wells, Fargo & other early Cali f. & Oreg. Territorials)
Mrs. Dorothy Hotze, 250 Baldwin Ave. #703, San Mateo, CA 94401
(Dealer)
Harry J. Reck, 530 Deone Lane, Tucson, AZ 85704
(Collects Territorials & Towns)
Robert J. Piper, P.O. Box 14783, Las Vegas, Nev. 89 114
(Collects Nevada Territory, Covers of political or military history)
John D. Miller, 220 E. Henry Clay, Milwaukee, Wise. 53217.
(Collects 19th Century U.S. Covers and Fancy Cancels)
John D. G1aboff, 4824- 42B Ave., Delta, B.C. Canada V4K 1A4
(Collects Wells, Fargo & Co. Expresses)

Change of Address
A.F. Bostwick, 15851 Pasadena Ave., D-3 ,Tustin, CA 92683
John A. Edwards, 321 Hither Green Lane, London, SE 13, England
Lewis Kaufman, 99 E. Liberty St., Danbury, Ct. 06810
Wm. T. McGreer, P.O. Box 396, Selah, WA. 98942
Charles P. Meroni, 53 West Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 60604
Neil C. Schroeder, AAE - Area Fac. Engr. APO, San Francisco, CA 96224
Mrs. Frederica Warren, c/o LTC. D.C. Warren, CH.PVT.MED.DlV. Officer of the Surgeon
HQ, 8th U.S. Army, APO San Francisco 96301
Richard C. Wilkerson, 160 Sansome St., 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94 104
E.N. Sampson, P.O. Box 6488, Clearwater, F la. 335 15
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ADVERTISEMENTS

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN
THE EATING"
For immediate action and
everlasting satisfaction
sell your collection to us
Over thirty years of
Happy Relationships
with clients
is our best testimonial

ROBERT A . SIEGEL
10 East 52nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

U.S. COVERS
My stock of covers is strong in all periods
from stampless to modern, Alabama
to Wyom ing.
What would you like to see?
References, please.
Henry M. Spelman, Ill
P.O. Box 645
San Anselmo, CA. 94960

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTV
WANTED
Write for my free special lists

Materia l for my auctions
The 1971 revised
American Stampless Cover Catalog
Bigger - better - completely revised pricing

or
Will buy outright

Hard cover, Post Paid $10.00
Robert Lewenthal
P.O. Box 6488
Clearwater, Fla. 33515

1700 Broadway
San Francisco, CA 94109
Telephone (415) 776·4767
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PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY
By Ed. S. McConnell

Sonora, California, to San Francisco, April 24
Circa 1855, with "Registered" in manuscript.
After Adams & Company failed in 1855, a group of former employees organized Pacific Express
Company to carry on the former Adams Express business.
With reference to the "Registered" marking on this cover: In March 185 5 Congress for the first
time provided for registration of valuable mail, to become effective July 1, 1855. As an hypothesis it is suggested that Pacific Express decided that since the Post Office was about to provide
registered mail service, they would also provide registered service. A substantially identical cover
was in theW. W. Philips' collection which has long since been dispersed.
The first addressee, Capt. Henry W. Halleck, West Point 1839, was active in military and civil
affairs in California 1846-1854. He resigned from the Army in 1854 and took up the practice of
Jaw in San Francisco. He returned to the Army as a Major General in November 1861 becoming
Chief of Staff during the Civil War. As such he was the only officer who out-ranked General
Grant.

(Editor's footnote: For more stories on Pacific Express Company see Western Express of April
1964 and October 1968)
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CAB. D.
We take this method to inform our friends nnt.l. th<' puhli c ge nerally, thnt we shnll
t:ontiuuc our busin c~~ at our differe nt offit·<'~ as h<' r<'tofore, n ndt' l' th<' nnme of th<'

We know that the failure of the IlousC' of Adams~· Co., (whidt has •lisarrangcd out·
businc~s cou n et·t i o n ~, )

hal' he.en much to om di!'adYalltH,!!t.', but the public arc wdl a ware that

we have done all in our power to s£>cnr<' to tht'm their ow n.
We feel keenly t he trying circnmstn.uccs mHl<-r whi(' h w e !Jn.ve been pla('cd, eircumstances OVER which w e hat.l no control- but having pnrsned a n upt·igh t a tHl houorablt.• tours(' iu

o.ll our transactions, w e

STIJ.J.

fee l that no censun• cnn possihly he nttn <' h('d to rs.

By the urrangemt.•nts we now lmH', we a re prepared to otrer our patrons c•tttnl faci lities as heretofore, and would solicit a eontiuua ncc of the public pntrntll\n~e .

CRAM, ROGERS & CO.

Phoenix-like, the PA CIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY rises after the failure of ADAMS & Co. on
Feburary 23, 1855. A broadside from the collection of W. Scott Polland, M.D.
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MUSEUM VS. COLLECTOR
About a dozen years ago, a member of this Society walked over to the booth of another member,
Herman Herst, Jr., at the ASDA Show in the old Armory in New York.
"Better get over to Blank's booth fast" he said, referring to a third member of this society. "He
has an original find of dozens of early letters from Oregon Territory, and he is breaking up the
lot."
Pat ran over to Blank's booth and he found several members of the Western Cover Society going
over a small pile of stampless covers, each making a selection. Shocked, horrified and dismayed,
he saw at a glance what was happening, and he urged the seller to keep the lot intact, and for
good reason.
The "find" was an entire correspondence of one Peter Hatch, one of the early missionaries to
Oregon Territory . Hatch had shipped off on the "Delphos" out of Martha's Vineyard, and he was
away from home nearly two years. Letters from him from New Zealand, Chile, "the Western
Islands" and Hawaii were in the accumulation, as well as a half dozen letters to Hatch at Lahaina,
which were held there until the "Delphos" called.
Two years earlier, in 1844, Hatch had gone to the Oregon country to work for Dr. McLoughlin,
famed as the one who brought Methodism to Oregon. In 1844 the metropolis of the Pacific Coast
was Willamette Falls, later to be called Oregon City.* The Oregon portion of the correspondence
included a number of letters headed Willamette Falls, and a large number postmarked Oregon
City.
Pat had many chances to sell some of the covers over the years, including an offer from one of
the original trio who had tried to buy part of the lot. Pat ended up with the entire lo t that day,
simply by agreeing to pay the owner the price that each of the individual buyers was willing to
pay for his lot. Oddly, much as each one wanted the covers, especially the Hawaiian and the early
Willamette Falls covers (all with SHIP markings into Eastern ports), when they saw that Pat
meant business, they did not press their advantage.
This July Pat advertised the lot in a leading stamp weekly at a price virtually the same as what he
had paid for it years ago, but with the proviso that the buyer agree never to disperse the lot. And
a buyer came on the scene, the Boston Public Library, to whom the name Peter Hatch apparently
meant more than it did to anyone else.
The letters had never been transcribed nor quoted. Hatch was a wonderful writer, with legible
penmanship, and few details escaped him. He had come overland to the Oregon Country with a
party; they had been taken in by a mountain man who for a goodly sum of money sold them a
route through Oregon's mountains that would avoid the hazards of the conventional one. It was
either a fake, or the party strayed from it for their hardships were many.
Once in Willamette Falls, Hatch went to work for Dr. McLoughlin. He evidently had experience
in construction back East, for the good Doctor put him to work constructing a mill.
Collectors have argued for years whether unique material of this sort should be allowed to be sold
to museums, or whether collectors should be given preference. This is a great deal to be said for
both sides of the argument. Now here is a topic that we collectors of Western Express covers
might sit down and discuss some day. How many readers of W.E. agree that Pat did the right
thing in assuring that the lot was kept intact, for posterity, for study, for research? And how
many would have sat idly by while the lot was originally being picked to pieces at the A.S.D .A.
show, to go in a dozen different directions, never to be assembled again?
Of course, sentiment played a great deal in Pat's decision. He is a third generation Oregonian his
grandparents having gone to Portland in 1850, and until it was sold some years ago whe~ he
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could go no further with it, he owned the second finest collection of Oregon T erritory covers
assembled. sct:ond only to that of the late Edwin Payne or Salem, which we understand is stil l
intac.:t. and the property of Eel's son Bob in Cal ifornia.

*When a I0\\ '11 called YERBA BUENA in California wished to incorporate and change its name to
San Francisco. the nearest U.S Court where this could be done was Oregon City. The papers
supposedly remain there today.
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CONTENTS OF A LETTER
By Sandra and Judah Landes

St. Francisco June 30th 1849
W. G. Hopper Esqre Ramapo New Jersey
My Dear friend
In conformity with my promise I take a great pleasure to inform you of my safe arrival at this
place about 3 weeks since, in perfect health, I never was better, and will be most happy to hear
that you and all your family enjoy the same benefit.
In crossing Mexico, I was attacked twice by the Robbers in the Stage, and twice were put to
flight, without any injury to ourselves we were 6 americans and 3 Mexicans it is a thing which
takes place almost daily. I cannot say much in favor of that country it is generally poor the
people is ignorant & corrupt, the Government still more so. nothing is worth having except the
Silver mines one of which, caJled la Luce situated at Guanajuato has turned out 7 millions of
Dollars in one year.
The climate of St. Francisco is very desagreeable owing to the prevailing westerly wind , coming
from the Sea, it is in one day, cold, chilly, foggy, dusty, and windy, the most pleasant part is the
morning, but a few miles of the Coast, it is very different, it is delightful. I am going to remain at
a Place called Benicia 30 miles from St. Francisco, on the Road to the Mines and on the Straight,
between the Pablo and Suison Bay. I have secured a lot of ground to put up my House upon, I
had to pay $3000. for it 150 feet by 125 feet, the Albany (my Ship) has not yet arrived nor any
of the fleet which is consigned to me.
Please to tell Wm. Bays that his son in law has not yet arrived and none of the vessels that have
sailed in january.
I have been very well received by Commodore Jones and all the officers of the Army & Navy of
the united States, owing to the good letter of introduction from General Scott.
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The accounts from the Mines continues to be very favorable and likely to last for a long while,
labour is very dear, $6 per day for a common labourer, $15 for a carpenter or Black Smith, and
almost every thing in proportion $6 per dozen to wash clothes. I cannot say that we are
comfortably situated, and will not be until there is a fair proportion of industrious females to
attend to the House Keeping department. I am perfectly satisfied in my own mind to make
Money as soon as the ship is arrived . it is to be regretted that Hopper Van Horne did not come
with me, as he is, an honest and industrious young man, a good teamster & we would have made
Money fast in going to the Mines with goods. I will be glad to hear from you something about my
business at Ramapo, and above all thing that the interrest has been regularly paid upon the Farm
occupied by Wm . Bays, has you have promised me to do so. Please to tell Wm . Bays to put Plaster
on the Farm. and to tell his son James to come here that I will give him good wages if he chose to
come to work and live with me I think that he m ight earn his passage by working on board the
Steamer.
Write to me soon, and if you please to get me six good yoke made of maple or other good wood
with two rings one big and one small well Ironed and painted lead color or black with 6 pairs of
Bows of the best kind of Hickory. by taking them to Messrs. Bouchard & Thebaud old Ship
Newyork they will forward them to me by the first opportunity I think that Garritt Hopper
understand how to make them better than any body and to get them Ironed by Sam Bush, but I
ought to have them made right away. if you have any money in your hands belonging to me you
can pay yourself with, if not, I will send it to you.
The best Road for People to come to California is by the Steamers to Chagris & Panapria, it is the
quickest - cheapest and safest. Present my compliments to your family and in particular to
David and to all inquiring friends- your most obedt. St.
F. Salmon
write soon

This letter was cancelled by straight line San Francisco July 2nd (1849) with the manuscript 40.
July 2nd is the second of the three known dates for which the straight line San Francisco cancel
was used. The other dates are June 20th and August l st ( 1849).
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PATRIOTIC CANCELS USED IN CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA
by W. Scott Polland, M.D.

Patriotic covers from California and Nevada are relatively scarce, but those with patriotic cancellations are, in my opinion, very scarce.
The commonest one is the Sacramento shield - see illustration #l and #2. These were used
during the Civil War and for a short time afterwards.

Illustration #I - Author's Collection

Illustration #2 - Author's Collection

The rarest of the California patriotic cancels is the Healdsburg "flag with Union." I have seen
about six of these and they're all dated 1863. (See Illustrations #3 and #4)
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PATRIOTIC CANCELS (Continued)

\

Illustration #3 - Author's Collection

~~
I

f ~/' /t
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It I

lHustration #4 - Author's Collection
But by far the rarest of all is that used at Canyon City, N.T . This little town, seven miles south of
Austin situated on Big Creek of the Reese River, had, in 1863, about 50 people, living in 12
cabins or homes, and one hotel and three saloons. It never made it because the ledges were less
valuable than anticipated and a few years later the deserted town completely disappeared in a
flash flood.
I have seen only two covers from Canyon City - both dated 1864. The patriotic cancel is similar
to the Healdsburg flag and Union, but there are differences, particularly in the UNION. (See
Illustration #5)
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PATRIOTIC CANCELS (Continued)

Illustration #5 - Author's Collection
Finally I am showing a cover from Washoe City, Nevada with a six-pointed star cancel and in it a
flag and in the points of the star U-N-1-0-N (See Illustration #6) There has been some question as
to the genuiness of this handstamp, but the few that I have seen seemed genuine. They are very
rare.

illustration #6 - Author's Collection
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ADVERTISEMENTS

OLD and RARE
BOOKS and PRINTS
BOUGHT - SOLD
THE HARMER ORGANIZATION
SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE
CONTINENTS, CATERING TO
THE SPECIALIST.
- NEW YORK HOUSE -

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York , N .Y . 10036

{Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling"
available on request )

You are sure to find something
in our large stock
of western material
Visit us when in San Francisco

JOHN HOWELL

434 Post Street
San Francisco, California 94102

WANTED TO BUY - FORE IGN COVERS
We are especial ly interested in 19th century
& early 20th century of the entire world,
but will also buy 1st flight & f irst day
covers of the more modern period .
We carry one of the largest stock of foreign
covers and stamps in the U .S.
Approvals sent per want Iists.
UNITED STATES
We are also interested in buying worthwhile U.S.
stamps and covers. Want lists also filled on these
from our iarge stock.

William 0 . Bilden
801 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapoli s. Minn . 55403

WANTED
EARLY MOKELUMNE HILL CO.VERS
Private collector wishes to purchase
covers to and from MOKE L UMNE HI L L
and nearby diggings, up to 186 1. Early
expresses, stampless, straight line can·
eels, and related materials are desired.
Please send front and back Xerox's of
items and your price to :
Dr. JUDAH LANDES
881 Seale Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94303

WESTERN EXPRESS- OCTOBER, 1974

Page 15

A GROUP OF WESTERN EXPRESSES
by the late A. Jay Hertz
COLUMBIA & MONTANA STAGE LINE
From the Morning Oregonian of May 4, 1887, we find the following:
The Columbia and Montana Stage Line between Wallula and Pend'oreille Lake connecting with lake boats carrying U.S. Mail Letter Express.
A connection will be made from terminus to the Lake Boat on Clarke's
Fort to Missoula, (Whence stages run to all the principal parts of Montana) as soon as the roads are open for travel.
Mr. W.G. Painter is now on the ground to perfect the arrangements.
A through brace Concord coach leaves Wallula every Wednesday for the
Lake. Time, 3 days. Fare $30. Fast Freight, 10 cents per pound.
The lines run direct from Wallula to the Lake, via the Wastuehna Road ,
which reduces the distance to 170 miles from 2 10 miles by the old
circuitous routes, and enables the trip to be made in 3 days.
Alvan Franders, Agent

DAVIS AND ORGAN EXPRESS LINE
From the Volcano Weekly Ledger of November 17, 1855, we read:
Express Line of Stages between El Dorado and Volcano, via Diamond
Springs, Pleasant Valley, Fairplay, Brownsville and Indian Diggings.
The subscribers respectfully inform the travelling public that they have
made such arrangements as will insure the punctual running of their
stages between these points as long as the condition of the roads will
permit them to travel. We now have on the road the very best stock and
good, comfortable stages with careful and experienced drivers and hope
by doing everything in our power to convey passengers safely and comfortably, to receive a liberal share of patronage.
Our stage will leave ElDorado every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at
4 o'clock and arrive at Volcano every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
morning at 3 o'clock and arrive in Diamond Springs in time to connect
with the stages from Sacramento and Placerville. Packages, letters, etc.
delivered punctually and all business attended to strictly and speedily.
El Dorado, Nov. 17, 1855
Davis and Organ

DAY'S EXPRESS
Here was a man who had the gift of humor. The operator of this line was C.W. Day and he ran his
express from Weaverville to Junction City and Canon City. His ad sparkles with his (or Grant's)
humor and bright sayings. This way of advertising struck pioneers and miners as good fun and did
much to influence them.

WESTERN EXPRESS- OCTOBER, 1974

Page 16

A GROUP OF EXPRESSES (Continued)

From the Weekly Trinity Journal of July 8, 1871:
Weaverville. Junction City and Canon City Stage and Express.
Grant fought it out on his line and I intend to on mine "if' it takes all
summer."
I will leave Canon City on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings;
returning. leave Weavervill, Tuesday. Thursday and Saturday morning.
All business entru sted to me by businessmen or private individuals, will
be promptly attended to. All kinds of freight and express matter carried
at reaso nable rates and every accomodation guaranteed to passengers.
As I do not run my line by gas, you need n't fear an explosion.
U.S. Mail and county papers carried free of charge.
C.W. Day
Weaverville, June 12, 1871

SISSONS. DOLLY & CO.'S EXPRESS
From the Sacramento Union of March 31, 1866 we find the following:
Stage Line. Charles H. Sissons of Stockton will commence to run a line
of stages from Stockton to San Andreas and Mokelumne Hill today,
thus opening direct communication between San Andreas and Stockton, which has been closed during the winter.
From the Alta California of May 30, 1866 we gathered this report:
Stages run daily from Stockton, via Copperopolis to Murphy 's and Big
Tree Grove, leaving Stockton every morning at 6 o'clock A.M . Also for
Yosemite via Coulterville, every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, going
through Coulterville in one day.
C.H. Sissons, Dolly & Co.
Proprietors
EL PASO AND KANSAS CITY LINE
From the Arizona Miner, Fort Whipple, Arizona Territory of Mar. 9, 1864:
Attention travellers! The mail route from EJ Paso to Kansas City, via
Santa Fe, has been recently fitted with new and comfortable coaches
and fresh animals and now affords a speedy and pleasant trip to the
States. Travellers are assured this route is perfectly safe.
Such precautions have been taken by the military, that there is now no
danger to be apprehended from either Indians or guerillas.
Each coach will be in charge of a careful and attentive conductor. who
will make it his Special Business to care for the comfort of passengers.

We have established a line of express in connection with the U.S. Express Company of Kansas City, Mo. and can forward money or small
packages to any part of the U.S.
M.L. Byers, Agent, Santa Fe.
David R. Knox, Gen'l Agent
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CAPTAIN FREE'S EXPRESS
From the Yreka Journal of June 30, 1875, we find the following:
Captain Free, who resides near Fort Klamath and who has been awarded the military express contract from the Fort to Linkville, commencing July I st, was in town yesterday. He says the people of Klamath
Basin are all anxious for a mail service between Linkville and Yreka, in
preference to the triangular course via Ashland coming from the south
and the east. Besides this, the road is impassable in the winter to Ashland, wh ile wagons can be hauled all the time over the road from Yreka.
(Editor's note : On page 22 of "Stagecoach to Linkville," Devere Helfrich quotes this same story
-but from the Yreka Union -and the Captain's name is spelled FEREE.
STAGECOACH TO LINK VILLE is a publication of KLAMATH ECHOES, sanctioned by the
Klamath County Historical Soceity. It is a nice volume of some 100 pages, with plenty of
illustrations. KLAMATH ECHOES may be reached at P.O. Box 1552, Klamath Falls, Oregon,
97601)

GELAIT, MATTESON, & GARLAND EXPRESS
From the Territorial Enterprise of June 27, 1867 we find the following:
Ho! For the Big Trees.
From Genoa to Murphy's, California. The pleasant route across the
Sierra Nevada. Free from dust and through by daylight. On and after
July 1st, stages will leave Genoa every Wednesday and Friday (on arrival of the stages from Carson) for Carey's Mills, Markleeville, Silver
Mountain, Big Trees and Murphy's, connecting with C. Sisson 's Co's.
Line for all parts of California. Will leave Murphy's on the same days,
stopping at the Trees for breakfast and arriving at Genoa the next
morning in time for the stages going East.
Fare from Genoa to Silver Mountain $7; to Big Trees $15; to Murphy's
$17. Fare from Murphy's to Stockton $6.
H.D. Gelait,
Matteson and Garland

KENT & SMITH'S FRAZER & THOMPSON RIVER EXPRESS
From the Daily Victoria Gazette of August 11, 1858, we see:
Kent and Smith
Frazer and Thompson River Express,
connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co's Express for California and Oregon
and the Atlantic States. Our express will connect with Wells, Fargo at
Victoria, Whatcomb, Sehone and Port Townsend for San Francisco and
Oregon for all points to the mines, viz:
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Fort Langley
Fort Hope
Puget Sound Bar
Texas Bar
Sacramento Bar
Emory Bar
Rocky Bar

Indian Rancherio
Steamboat Bar
Sailor's Diggings
Forster's Bar
Forks of the Frazer
and Thompson Rivers
Pikes Bar
Fort Thompson
Wellington Bar and all other places
on the river . . .
J. Horace Kent
H.F. Smith,
Proprietors

Hill's Bar
Fort Yale
Fort Dallas
Great Falls
New Yo rk Bar

KISTLE & MOFFET'S YREKA & HUMBUG EXPRESS

This express ran from Yreka through Humbug, Little Humbug and Klamath River. The two men
who operated the express, well known in the district, were the firm of Kistle & Moffet. From the
Siskiyou Chronicle of October 21, 185 8:
Kistle & Moffet's Yreka & Humbug Express leaves every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday for Humbug, Little Humbug and Klamath River
and returns on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Goes to Beaver and
Hungry Creek on the arrival of the Atlantic mail. All orders promptly
attended to at reasonable rates.
Office at Roman's bookstore, Yreka.
Also in the Yreka Union of July 2, 1859 there is an ad for Kistle & Moffet's Yreka & Humbug
Express.
But in less than a year, the partners decided to sell their company. What it was that made them
discontinue - possibly a good price or quarreling or lack of business- whatever it was we cannot
say. The following lines in the Siskiyou Chronicle of August 27, 1859 tell of the change:
Express Change. Messrs. Kistle & Moffet of the Yreka & Humbug Express have sold their route to Mr. John N. Massey, who will hereafter
make regular trips, the same as by the former proprietors.

LEACHES' BOISE CITY & OWYHEE STAGE LINE

From the Idaho Tri-Weekly Statesman of April 11, 1865 we find:
Boise City and Owyhee Stage Line
The stage carries passengers, U.S. Mail and Humboldt Express. Leaves
Boise City every Wednesday for Boonville, Ruby City and Silver City.
Returning leaves Ruby City every Thursday at 2 P.M. For freight or
passage apply to George A. Young, Overland House, Boise City.
Joseph Leach & Co.
Proprietor
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From the same paper of August 6, 1865 we see a change in agents and connection with another
stage line:
Boise City and Owyhee Stage Line,
connecting at Boonville with Hill Beachy's Line of Stages for Star City,
Nev. Terr. and Virginia City. Until further notice our stages will leave
the Overland House, Boise City , for Ruby City and Boonville every
other day at 4 P.M.
For freight or passage, apply to William A. Yates, Agent , at Wells, Fargo
& Co's office.
Joseph Leach & Co., Proprietor

LEAVENWORTH & PIKES PEAK EXPRESS
The men who operated and owned this express were William H. Russell and John S. Jones. The
express ran from Leavenworth in the beginning, and later from Atchison, to Denver. There were
two coaches daily, except Sunday. The first trip was made on April 11, 1859. The fare from
Leavenworth was $75 and the trip took ten days. Russell was the President of the company and
JohnS. Jones, the Superintendent.
From the Western Mountaineer of Golden City, Mo. of December 7, 1859, we read:
News. The Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Co. very liberally convey papers sent to subscribers in the States, free of expense, so that you
can send it to your friends with no expense except the price of subscription.
While letters were not specifically mentioned in their public announcements there are covers
extant that show they were carried. These letters are fairly uncommon and difficult to find. They
had no printed franks but a handstamp. This handstamp was circular in form and around the
outside "Leav'n City & Pikes Peak/ Express Co." In the center was the date in three lines, and
that was all. To date there are ten to twelve covers known.

MC KENZIE & CO.'S EXPRESS
From the Alta California of July 1, 1856 we have the following:
For the White Sulpher Springs, Napa Valley.
The Subscribers have established a line of splendid Concord Coaches
from Napa City to the above named place, leaving immediately after
the arrival of the Steamer Guadelupe from San Francisco.
Also a line of fine coaches from White Sulpher Springs to the Geysers
or Hot Springs, 40 miles above, and passing through a portion of the
State from Napa City to the Geysers, unsurpassed for romantic and
picturesque scenery and forming one of the most delightful journeys in
the State. Also a line of splendid four-horse coaches from White Sulphur Springs to Sacramento City.
J. McKenzie & Co.
Napa City , 21st May
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The Sacramento Union of May 4, 1857 carried the following notice:
John Ferguson of San Francisco, Acting Special Postal Agent has established a new mail route from the city of Napa. The mail is carried by
McKenzie & Co's. line of stages. It touches at the office of Putah,
Vacaville and Cordelia and connects with Sonora, Santa Rosa and Petaluma mails at Napa. This line of stages leaves the Orleans on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays at 8 o'clock A.M.
From the Napa County Reporter, Napa City, of August 29, 1857:
Stage Notice
Sacramento, Napa City, Sulphur Springs and Petaluma Daily Line of
Concord Coaches leave Sacramento City at 6 A.M., via Davis' Ranch,
Silver's, Vacaville, Suisun, Cordelia and Suscol, connecting there with
the stage from Petaluma and Sonoma; arriving in time for the stage for
Santa Rosa and the Russian River the same evening; connecting with
the stage for Sulphur Springs, the same evening.
Returning, leaves Napa City at 8 o'clock on the arrival of the stage from
Sulphur Springs, passing through the above-named places and arriving at
Sacramento City at 6 P.M. Leave Petaluma daily at 5 A.M. connecting
with the Sacramento Stage at Suscol.
Stage office: Sacramento, Orleans Hotel, 2nd St., Merchants Hotel, 3rd
& K Sts.: Napa City, Napa Hotel; Sonoma, Union Hotel; Petaluma,
American Hotel.
McKenzie & Brown,
Napa City, August 20, 1857
Proprietors
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ADVERTISEMENTS

WELLS, FARGO & CO.
EXPRESS DIRECTORY & SHIPPERS GUIDE

R. G. DUN & CO. MERCANTILE AGENCY
POSTAL and SHIPPERS GUIDE

1884 Edition
415 Pages

1884 Edition
522 Pages

Lists over 22,000 places west of the Mississippi,
plus Alaska, British Columbia & Mexico, with
shipping d irections. Lists Wells Fargo offices,
Post Offices and railroads. Lots of old-time il ·
lustrated ads.

Over 100,000 places in the U.S. & Canada, with
shipping instructions. Al l U.S. & Canadian rail·
roads listed. Domestic & foreign postal rates.
Many il lustrated ads.

100% Complete Xerox Copy
Special Plastic Binding

100% Complete Xerox Copy
Special Plastic Binding

Price $75.00 Postpaid in U.S.

Price $75.00 Postpaid in U.S.

SPECIAL to WESTERN EXPRESS READERS- Both Books $125.00

WESTERN POSTAL HISTORY MUSEUM
Box 4800-L
Tuscon, Arizona 85717

WELCOME TO OUR HOUSE
NEIGHBORS

Drop in and see us in our newly expanded
San Francisco store. Among other things, you'll
find that we have many interesting covers in
stock. Our auctions held 8 times a year invar·
iably offer interesting Western cover material.
If you want to sel l, we offer direct purchase,
private treaty or public auction. Whichever is
best to get you top dollar.
Look forward to seeing you so we may give
you our latest catalog. If we mail it, we have to
ask for a dollar in postage.

RICHARD WOLFFERS INC.
Stamp Auctions
415-781-5127
127 Kearny St., San Francisco
CA 94108
"In the West- it's Wolffers"

WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY
U.S. COVERS
FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS- TERRITORIAL - WESTERN
LOCALS- CONFEDERATES- EXPRESSES
CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS

For my Outright Purchase,
Consignment, or for my Public
AUCTION Sales
AL ZIMMERMAN
843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 10462

