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EDITOR'S ARENA 

ANNUAL MEETING The annual meeting will be held Sunday, April 25 at the Jack 
Tar Hotel, Geary & Van Ness, San Francisco. As has been the 
practice in past years, the meeting will be preceded by th e 

annual breakfast at 10:00 a.m. and will be followed by an auction ofWestern material under the 
d irection of Robert Lewenthal. 

INDEX TO WESTERN EXPRESS The very fine Index of the first 25 years of WESTERN 
EXPRESS which accompanied our last issue, was the work of 
member J. David Baker. Not content with the compiling of 

the Index - no small task - David had the Index printed at his own expense. A generous dona
tion to our Society. Thank you Dave. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES This year we returned to the practice of mailing notices of 
dues, separately from the WESTERN EXPRESS mailing, and 
the quick response was gratifying. As of December 31 , almost 

75% of the membership had paid their dues. However January receipts slowed down and on Feb
ruary 1 there were 37 who had not responded. A second notice was sent to them, before dropping 
for Non-Payment of dues. The listing under "Membership Changes," in another section, indicates 
the response - o r lack of it - to this second notice. We regret the loss of so many good members 
in this way. 

MINERAL PARK P.O. 

New Members 

On page 10 of the January 1976 issue there is a typographical 
error . This Arizona post office opened December 23, 1872, 
not 1892. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

#634 Richard Carlson, P.O. Box 866, Fairbor, OH, 45324 
(Interested in Postal History) 

#635 John J. Fendrick , 45 Collier Circle, Ridley Park, PA 19078 
(Collects Express & Western Stage Line covers, letterheads, waybills, etc.) 

#636 Marvin Raphael, 267 Scholfield Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 14617 
(Collects Express, Towns) 

#637 Alfred D. Hoch , 225 Willow Ave., Somerville, MA 02144 

#638 Colorado State University, For t Collins, Colorado 8052 1 
(Insti tu tiona!) 

#639 Floyd A. Cooney, P.O. Box 172, Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

#640 C. H. Aall, 33 Rue Anna Jacquin, 92 Boulogne, France 
(Collects All Hawaiian Covers) 

#64 1 Thomas S. Kelly, Jr. 4965 Countryside Lane, Lyndhurst, OH 44124 
(Collects Wells, Fargo & Co. handstamps) 

#64 2 Richard Schwartz, 168 Cherry Lane , River Edge, N.J. 07661 
(Collects U.S. Locals & Carriers and Some Ex presses) 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES (Continued) 

Resignations 

# 520 Ben Gorlick, # 127 Daniel Hopping, #445 Robert Lyman, # 130 Gregory Mozian, #249 
James Turner 

Dropped fo r Non Payment of Dues 

#464 Ben R. Adams, #543 Terrence J. Dodson, # 552 William P. Helmer, #486 Norman W. 
Johanson, #462 Harold Lawrence, #548 H. Lund, # 611 R.C. Mellones II , #580 Leonard 
McCabe, Jr., #292 Elliott R. Pearson, #480 Lt. Col. Neil Schroeder USAF (Ret), # 586 J.D. 
Wood. 

Deceased 

#20 1 Everett Lampson, Vice-President and Director. 

Changes of Address 

John Birkinbine II, 7225 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ 85704 
W.L. Burkhardt, 7042 Utica Court, Dublin, CA 94566. 
Fred W. Coops, Jr., 115 Central Mall, San Bernardino, CA 92401 
Clifford Moss, P.O. Box 516, San Francisco , CA 9410 1 
Paul C. Rohloff, 1019 Keystone, River F orest, IL 60305 
Jerome Schwimmer, 812 La Bellorita, South Pasadena, CA 91030 
Daniel Stone, Box 3 13 Black Hawk, CO 80422 
Rickard Wilkerson, Box 2142, Carmel, CA 93929 

Patron and Sustaining Members for 1976 

PATRON 

J. David Baker 
David T. Beale III 
Henry Clifford 
Marc Haas 
J.C. Hawley 

SUSTAINING 

S.M. Arnold 
Dr. W. W. Bilyeu 
J. Leonard Diamond 
Dorothy Hotze 
Clifford Horst 
Joy Hutton 
John C. Juhring 
Trowbridge Leavitt 
Robert Lewenthal 

John F. Leutzinger 
G. William Magladry, M.D. 
Kenneth Greenberg 
King Parker, J r. 

Howard Mader 
Charles Molnar 
Robert Myerson 
Ray Newburn , Jr. 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Ralzemond Parker 
N.L. Persson 
Joseph F. Rorke, M.D. 
Sol Salkind 
Jack E. Stucky, M.D. 

Basil C. Pearce 
W. Scott Polland, M. D. 
J. Earle Stromberg 
E. Murray Todd 

Oscar Salzar 
William Semsrott 
Tracy Simpson 
Gerald Smith, M.D. 
Henry Spelman III 
Elmer T vedt 
Irwin Vogel 
Dr. Heinz von Hungen 
C. A. Whittlessey 
AI Zimmerman 



WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL, 1976 Page 3 

CONTENTS OF A LETTER 

Mr. T. H. Tremper 
Rondout, New York 

Courtesy of Fred Starr 

At Sea Lat. 12 57' Lon. 78 08' 
233 Miles from Aspinwall on board the 

S.S. Atlantic- bound for Aspinwall Jan 18, 1866 

You will see by the above where I am. I expect to be in Aspinwall about 10:00 a.m. 
tomorrow. Will have no time to write you from there. I have had a rather rough time of it so 
far-not been seasick bu t I have not felt very well down the voyage & have rather a lonesome, dis
agreeable & unpleasant time. Some rough weather, heavy seas, yet not more so than I expected. 
The ship is rolling, pitching and tumbling about at such a dreadful rate at present it is almost 
impossible for me even to write,even with a pencil - with pen and ink intensely so. Saturday 
morning I intend to leave for San Francisco, maybe before noon. We have very few passengers, 
only ISO all told & I begin to wish there was one less, & that your humble servant. I've made up 
my mind to go, so will continue on my way rejoicing even if I know I would go to the bottom of 
the ocean. 

Now what should I write you. We ran (that is the ship did) 286 miles since yesterday 
12 o'c to today 12 o 'c, the best days run since we left U.S. Some days 211 - 230-256 & so on. 
While I think of it, I will mention one thing. The Lease & Power of Attorney I gave you have no 
stamps on - please see to it. I suppose you want to know how warm it is here. My thermometer 
stands a little above 80 in my room, with strong winds blowing in same. My ears have all pealed 
off very handsomely & feel much better. Now I will save both of them. One time I thought I 
would go to Oregon with only one, if not less 

DeWitt 

Friday Jany 19th, 7Y2 o'c. A.M. Land in sight. Expect to be in Aspinwall in about two hours 
will cross over today . It is warm, in fact hot. We are all as well as usual. Yesterday packed my 
trunk & got my check, paid $7 extra freight. Every body very busy & so am I. Have not got 
morning papers yet. Guess it is all quiet on the Isthmus. I wonder if it is still so cold on the 
Hudson. Remember me to no body - don't want you to give my love to anyone. I will close 

P.D.N. Hardenbigh 
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CONTENTS OF A LETTER (Continued) 

Aspinwall J une 24 th 1851 
My Dear Siste rs 

Sarah & Addie 
It is with much pain that I take my pen in hand to write you. It 

makes m y heart ache when I think of breaking to you the news of the death of my dear Vesta. 
She was taken sick Sunday a week yesterday & passed from this land of sinfullness last Saturday 
night J une 22 at 5 minutes II O'Clock with only 7 days sickness o fTyfoid Fever. 

Dear Sisters, I know it will cause you much pain to read this, as it docs me to write 
it - but it must be done . She had every wish gra tified & the best of care. She was buried yester
day at 3 P.M. I don't feel ab le to write more for I am most sick but r will write again by the next 
steamer & give you the full particulars . I have written to Father & Mother Stevens, also to my 
mother & I w ill ask you to tell o ur folks at Waterville . T ell Robt. I will write him soon. I know 
you will excuse me from not writing if you know my feelings. Write soon to you Affect't 

Ca re Panama R.R.Co. 
88 Wall St. Ne w York . 
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JOHN CHARLES FREMONT- 1846 

by Marc Haas 

John Charles Fremont, known as the Pathfinder, was an outstanding pioneer of the West and a 
most controversial person in our country's history . 

His first service to the U.S. was in the Topographical Corps., when he became the country's ablest 
Cartographer. Subsequently he became an officer in the U.S. Army. 

Fremont's first expedition West was to the Rocky Mountain Area, his second to what is now Cali
fornia and Oregon, and his third to the Monterey Area. He arrived at Monterey then the Capital 
of the Mexican Province of California in late January of 1846 for a visit with Thomas 0 . Larkin 
U.S. Consul. 

Accompanying him was a group of some 60 trained riflemen, a formidable force in those days. 
War with Mexico was expected at any time over the annexation of Texas, and Fremont, by then 
a Captain in the U.S. Army, was prepared to raise the American flag and claim California for the 
U.S. if the opportunity presented itself. 

Mid February found this group near San Jose. Shortly before March 1 they were encamped on a 
ranch near Santa Cruz from where this letter was written. 

The Mexicans were very nervous about the presence of Fremont and his group fearing it had 
martial overtones rather than the mapping expedition in which he claimed to be engaged. They 
therefore sought a valid excuse to order him from this area. 

To this end they chose to accuse him of horse stealing, a most serious crime. Col. Castro the 
Mexican military commander of San Jose issued a proclamation charging "A band of robbers 
commanded by a Captain of the United States Army sallies forth making scandalous skirmishes." 
The word "robbers" was occasioned by the accusation that Fremont and his men had been horse 
stealing. On this basis they were ordered to leave the area and Fremont to appear before a Judge 
in San Jose. 

This letter addressed to D. Dolores Pacheco, Juzgado del Pueblo de San Jose, contains Fremont's 
answer to the charge made. This led to a most important incident in California's history. 

Fremont preparing for possible military action broke camp and moved his forces to nearby 
Hawk's Peak in the Gavilon Mountains where he raised the American flag on March 6. The Mexi
cans under Col. Castro pursued him, surrounded the mountain and for a short time it appeared 
a conflict would ensue. Fremont however, retired from the scene and withdrew North to Oregon 
only to return at a later date. But that is another story. 

This letter was delivered by courier and therefore has no postal markings. It is written in rather 
bad Spanish, probably by one of Fremont's men or by someone employed as a scribe and inter
preter. Signed by the Captain, it is an interesting and important document bearing on California's 
early history. 

One of the fascinating things about our hobby is that just when we feel no new discoveries are 
possible something of importance such as this letter turns up from out of the blue. 
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JOHN C. FREMONT _ 1846 (Continued) 
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JOHN C. FREMONT - 1846 (Continued) 
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JOHN C. FREMONT- 1846 (Continued) 

Sir, 

WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL, 1976 

Camp near the road to Sta. Cruz 
Feburary 21, 1846 

I received your letter dated yesterday, informing me that a complaint has been filed in your 
courtroom for having denied the delivery of certain animals that belong to my company and 
which are being claimed to have been stolen from this neighborhood some two months ago- and 
furthermore that the claimant was insulted at my camp. 

I can prove by the sworn testimony of thirty men here present, that the animal which the claim
ant wants to take, came in the company of my command from the United States. 

The insult that he complains about was authorized by me, and consisted in being commanded to 
leave my camp. After being caught in an attempt to take animals under false pretenses, he should 
consider himself fortunate of having escaped a punishment of whipping. 

A party of my people in my absence branded four animals of the Indians of the Tulures, and I 
will promptly return them to their owners if they came with legal proof. In order to avoid further 
inconvenience, it appears to me appropriate to inform you that excepting the four animals men
tioned, all the horses I have were branded and paid for, and because of this, further communi
cations on this matter will not receive any attention. 

You will easily understand that my duties do not allow me to appear before magistrates of your 
towns because of complaints from any bum that may casually visit my camp. 

You will advise me if it is not enough satisfaction of course, by returning the animals in question, 
to make the complaint to the governor. I wish that simultaneously a copy of this letter be re
mitted. 

I am Sir very respectuflly your Obedient Servant. 

(Signed) 

J.C. Fremont 
Captain in the Army of the United States 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN 
Chapter IV, San Juan County 

Part Two 

by Ray L. Newburn, Jr. 

EUREKA 

Page 9 

Established Aug. 9, 187 5 Discontinued May 1942 

Eureka was located largely on the east side of the Animas River immediately above the stream 
flowing out of Eureka Gulch. (Handies Peak Quadrangle, 1955) The site is at 9,860 feet elevation 
on quite level ground. Immediately to the north the Animas Canyon becomes quite narrow, with 
walls 2-3,000 feet high, and doesn't widen out again until near Animas Forks. The town was 
named from the gulch.7 7 The Hayden survey of 1874 reported coming "out into a thick clump 
of . trees in which were several big cabins bearing on a flaring signboard the word EUREKA, 
evidently intended for the name of a town that was expected to be, though what had been found 
there to suggest the name was not immediately apparent. " 7 7 According to the San Juan Herald 
in 1883 the gulch acquired its name from the Greek word meani!:lg "I have found it", from early 
prospectors during the 1860s.7 7 The name is scarcely unique even in Colorado. The Eureka 
Gulch at Central City is certainly better known, though a far less striking topographic feature. 

The Baker part of 1860 (see Chapter I) "spent the winter in brush shanties at (the site of) 
Eureka", though they found little gold. 14 By 1875 the Silver Wing mine northeast of town was 
under development,8 9 and the town acquired its post office, which operated continuously for 
67 years, longest of any in San Juan County except Silverton. Although there were a number of 
more-or-less profitable mines around Eureka, the Sunnyside group was the big ·producer. Origi
nally located in 187349 by George Howard (see Howardsville),66 the Sunnyside was combined 
with the Sunnyside Extension and other adjacent properties to be operated nearly continuously 
until 1936 .2 ,

66
•
89 In the early 1900s it was the third largest producer in San Juan County.89 

The Sunnyside and the Gold King (see Gladstone) produced most of the values of the Eureka 
District, which ranked third in gold production in the state from 1916 to 19272 . 

Eureka is described as a small camp with a population of 200 in 1880 and having "a population 
of nearly 200" in 1885. 1 0 5

, 3 7 It had a monthly newspaper in 1880.3 2 The population is given 
variously as 39, 87 and 100 in different sources from 1900 to 191 14 3 >4 4 ,s 5 and 197 in the 
1930s before the mine and mill were shut down.7 7 In no period are postmarks from Eureka as 
common as those from Animas Forks in the early 80's, but they exist, scattered through the 
years rather randomly. They are comparable in scarcity to the postmarks of Howardsville and 
Mineral Point. 

Eureka lay on the Animas Canyon "thoroughfare" between Silverton and Hinsdale County, as 
described in the general introduction to this chapter. It always had good postal service, twice a 
week in 1880 from Animas Forks (and Lake City)3 2 and later more often from Silverton3 7 , 7 1 . 

The mail came .by train after 1896.7 2 n 5 The Sunnyside apparently was last operated in 1938,4 9 

but a more rapid than usual end came to the town in 1942 when many of the serviceable build
ings were moved away to house workers of the Idarado Mine, whose output was needed for the 
war effort. 

EUREKA, SAN JUAN CO. COLO. (2) 1880/08/03-1881/05/14 (See Fig. 24) 
CI:P,2,1 :270;180:T;M,D,Y;(C,S):G;G;R:star in double circle . 
postmark & killer in magenta, Eureka in boldface 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN, CHAPTER IV, PART TWO (Continued) 

EUREKA COLO. (3) 1883/06/ 26-1888/06/26 
Cl:P,1 ,0:265:T;M,D;S:G;*: fancy target 
*G 1883, R 1884-1888 

EUREKA COLO. 1895/09/01-190 1/05/09 
CI:P,I,0:280:T;M,D,Y;S:G;* : target+ 
*both gothic and roman used)(+ possibly others 

EUREKA COLO (2Y2) 192?/05/ 08 
Cl :P,1 ,0 :300:T;M,D,H,* ;S:G:grid 
*rectangular blot instead of year, stamp is 2¢ flat plate of 1923 

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON TH I S S IDE-THE MESSACE 

_...,/ 

~-

Figure 24. 

I 
I 

This town and county marking, always seen in magenta ink, is the earliest type reported from 
Eureka. What type was used for the first five years? 

Established Jan. 24 , 1878 
Re-established June 25, 1883 
Re-established June 17, 1898 

GLADSTONE 

Discontinued No. 6, 1879 
Discontinued Dec. 17, 1887 
Discontinued Jan. 15, 191 2 

Gladstone grew up at the junction of the South Fork with the main branch of Cement Creek at 
an elevation of 10,500 feet (Ironton Quadrangle, 1955). The town was named for the famous 
British Prime Minister, according to a contemporary Ouray Times article.9 0 

During the late 70s interes ting prospects were found all over northern San Juan County and small 
towns grew up wherever there was a bit of flat land for a store and a saloon. Gladstone acquired 
chlorination and lixiviation works in this early period, and a road was built from Silverton 
through Gladstone to the head of Poughkeepsie Gulch in 1879.4 9 Apparently there was enough 
activity in the area to justify a post office during 1878 and 1879. In 1880 the population was 
officially 40. 1 0 5 The first "name" mine in the area was the Sampson, which was opened in 1882. 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN, CHAPTER IV, PART TWO {Continued) 

Soon the post office was re-established. The "big" mine in the area was the Gold King, discovered 
in 1887 by a miner who had no money to develop it. Sold to W.Z. Kinney, representing eastern 
developers, in 1894, it became a big producer.49

>
66 The town, which had never had more than 

about 100 people in it, soon grew to more than 300, and the Silverton, Gladstone, and Northerly 
Railroad was built into town in 1899.4 9 The Gold King Mill was "one of the finest in the 
country" with a capacity of 400 tons a day.66 By 1902 the Gold King Consolidated became the 
largest producer in San Juan County.89 The period from 1895 to about 1910 was the heyday of 
Gladstone. Litigation and other problems greatly curtailed later production, although there is 
still activity in the area to this day. The population of Gladstone in the late 1930s was exactly 
3.9 0 

Mail always came to Gladstone via its own special route from Silverton, except the Postal Route 
Map of 1883 shows it coming via special service from Howardsville.6 9 This is probably an error, 
since there is literally no way to get directly from Howardsville to Gladstone, even by trail. In 
1885 there was service six times a week in Summer, three times a week in Winter.7 0 After 1899 
service was by the railroad, as long as it ran regularly. 7 3 By 191 1, however, it was "special sup
ply" once again,74 and soon the office closed. The railroad made occasional runs until 1924 and 
was formally abandoned in 1937.9 3 

Although there were 50 men at work on the Gold King properties in 1920, the post office never 
reopened. Considering the number of people in the area and a post office open for nearly 20 
years all together, it is strange to be able to record only one postmark (so far). 

GLADSTONE, COLO. (3) 1910/03/27 
CI :P, 1,0:305 :T;M,D,Y,H;S:G;G:narrow 4-bar with numeral 5 

GRASSY HILL 

Established Jan. 30, 1879 Discontinued July 15, 1880 

Grassy Hill lay on the north side of the Rio Grande River, about one mile west of Pole Creek, at 
the foot of Grassy Hill. 1 6 >3 2 The elevation was about 10,800 feet. A family named Watson ran 
a road-house there beginning in 1874, offering food and lodging for both men and animals.1 6 

Mrs. Nancy Watson was the one and only postmaster during the 1 Y2 years that a post office was 
also maintained. Being on the main Cunningham Pass-Stony Pass Road (see Chapter II) into San 
Juan County, business was apparently excellent. W.D. Watson helped snub freigh wagons down a 
short (200 ft.) steep pitch near timberline for $2.50 each. 16 With 5-20 wagons per day during 
the summer, this was good money for the 1870s. One can speculate that the new, good road over 
Stony Pass completed in 1879 made the Watson's services superfluous. 

One Ben Howard packed the mail over the pass from Grassy Hill to Howardsville on snowshoes 
for several winters. 1 6 Apparently the mail was transferred at Grassy Hill in winter even before 
there was a postoffice there. Unfortunately no poastmarks have been reported from Grassy Hill. 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN, CHAPTER IV, PART TWO (Continued) 

HIGHLAND MARY 

Established M<~r. 26, I 878 Discontinued June 29, 1885 

Highland Mary was located at the head of Cunningham Gulch, a tribu tary of the An imas River, 
four miles south of Howardsville, at an elevation o f I 0 ,450 feet. 

Brothers by the name of Innis o r Ennis paid a New York spiritual ist $50,000 to locate a mine 
for th em, which they named the Highland Mary.4 9 They spent $1 ,000,000 driving a mil e long 
tunnel into th e mountain, fo ll owing random direct ions from the spiritualist. Although they 
found some values, they final ly we nt broke in 1885 . The original Innis tunnel portal was at the 
e nd of the present dirt road up the gulch .9 2 (Howardsvi lle Quadrangle, 1955) There the>' built a 
hom e and a mil l, and in a short t ime a small tow n grew u p which acquired a post office . In 1880 
the populat ion was 95.105 When the Innis's we nt bankrupt , the town apparently went down hill 
fast and lost its post office. Later, unde r systema tic exploration by new owners, the Highl and 
Mary became a very important producer, over $3,000,000 between 190 1 and 1957 a1one.9 2 

Mail service was by a short route from Howardsville (Crofutt's post road No. 122, 1885 eel) six 
times a week after the railroad came to Si lverton. During the early period 1878-79 Highland Mary 
was on the main mail route from Antelope Springs through Lost Trail, Timber HilL Grassy Hill, 
over the pass and into town, the n on to Niegoldstown and Howardsvillc .3 3 a In th e period 
between completion of the ne w Stony Pass road in 1879 (see Chapter II) and the arrival of the 
railroad in Silverton in 1882, I haven't the appropriate Postal Rou te Maps. 

XXXXLAND MARY P.O. COLORADO (3-) 188 1/ 0t{/ OY 
CI :P,1 ,0:270:T;M,D,Y ;S :G ;G :star 
postmark and killer in blue ink 

HIGHLAND MARY COLORADO (3-) 1883/08/04-1884/ 06/14 (See F ig. 25) 
Cl:P, I ,0:275 :T;M,D,Y ;S :G;G:star in circle 
postmark and killer in blue ink 

Figure 25 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN, CHAPTER IV,'PART TWO (Continued) 

Figure 25 
Hiohland Mary is extremely scarce and very desirable in any condition, but one can't be blamed 
fo; wishing Messrs. Hudson and Slaymaker had used a letter opener more often. Two of the three 
reported Highland Mary covers (including this one) turned up together with more than a dozen 
other rare San Juan area postmarks, all Hudson and Slaymaker correspondence, as one lot in a 
large eastern auction 13 years ago. · 

M 

Established June 24, 1874 
Re-established Jan. 18, 1923 

HOWARDSVILLE 

Discontinued Sep. 30, 1922 
Discontinued Oct. 31, 1939 

Howardsville lies on the east side of the Animas River immediately above its junction with Cun
ningham Creek. The elevation at this point, 4Y2 miles above Silverton, is 9670 feet. The site is the 
first flat spot of any consequence after crossing Cunningham Pass from the east and additionally 
was near a number of good prospects. The first cabin was built there in I872 by George W. How
ard, who had been a member of the original Baker party and had prospected there during the pre
vious Summer, 1 4 being one of those who located the Little Giant (see Chapter I). Some say the 
town was named for him, while others claim it was named for a Lt. Howard of the Baker· 
party .1 4 

•
4 9 Cooper states that George Howard was Lt. Howard .. 1 6 In fact in its earliest days the 

town was called Bullion City.2 0 

When La Plata County was created on Feb. 10, 1874, Howardsville was made the county seat . A 
combined saloon and general store soon opened, the first in the county. The post office opened 
in 1874, as discussed in Chapter II, and in the Spring of 1875 the postmaster's wife, one of the 
first four women in the county, give birth to a baby boy, the first birth in the county. 1 6 By 
187 5 a two room log courthouse was completed, tl}e first in the western third of the State. 1 4 

, J 6 

It was used only a short time before the county seat was moved to Silverton (see Chapter II). 
Another first for Howardsville was the first brewery in south-western Colorado in the early 80s1 4 

By 1880 Howardsville had about 30 buildings and a population of ISO according to Crofutt,3 2 

although the census lists only 50.105 Any pretense of competition with Silverton, however, 
ended with the arrival of the railroad in the latter in I882. By 1885 the town hadn't really 
changed, and the population was only about I 00.3 7 In fact the published population in a special 
Colorado census taken that year found only 27 in Howardsville, but many single men were un
doubtedlymissed.1 °2 The arrival of the Silverton Northern Railroad in 1894 a·nd the extension 
up Cunningham Gulch in 1905 didn't change things much either. Various sources give the popu
lation between 538 5 and 3 15 4 4 in the 1900 to 19 10 period. By 194I the population was down 
to 20. 14 Increasing somewhat during World War II, it fell back to 30 after the war. 1 4 There has 
been activity at the Pride of the West mine in Cunningham Gulch more or less continuously 
since its discovery in 1871, production in the combined Pride of the West and Green Mountain 
mines amounting to $6,310,000 between 190 l and I957 .9 2 Near the time the Silverton Nor
thern branch up the Gulch was abandoned in 19369 3 , the Pride of the West mill was moved to 
Howardsville and activity continued through the 50s. By 1967 the state highway into town from 
Silverton was even paved. 

Howardsville had a post office continuously for 65 years except for the Fall of 1922. Lead and 
zinc prices began to fall in Nov. 1920 and reached such low levels that most mines in San Juan 
County were idle by.l922. Prices pricked up in 1923 and mining resumed.8 9 The town was at its 



Page 14 WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL, 1976 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN, CHAPTER IV, PART TWO (Continued) 

peak during the period 1882- 1893, afte r the railroad reached Silverton and before the repeal of 
the Sherman Act. This is the period when the most covers are found , although they are not 
common. 

In the late 70 's Howardsville received mail both via the major Antelope Springs to Silve rton route 
(Crofutt's Post Road 67 , 188 1 ed) and indirectly from Lake C ity via An imas Forks (Post Road 
30, 1881 ed.) These in turn con nected with Del Norte a nd Saguache respect ively (see Chapter Ill) 
and po ints east. Service appears to have been six times a week in !879,33 a falling to three times a 
week in 1880.3 2 During the "good" 80's there was service six times a week from Silverton, with 
service to Lake City via An imas Forks ma intained through at least 1885 .69 - 7 1 The railroad car
ried the mai l from Si lverton in the 20th century. 7 3 - 7 5 There was service three t imes a week by 
truck in 1937,9 4 after the railroad service became irregu lar. 

T he oldest known cover from Howardsville is the terri torial manuscript marking shown as Figure 
4 ( in Chapter II ). Other postmark types reported are: 

•• 

HOWARDSVI LLE COLO. P. F . Lobanoff, P.M. (2Yz) 1881/10-I 9-1882/08/ 26 
CI: H ,2,0: 325.300:(T,S) ;M,D,Y ;PM: R ;G: 
o rder of M,D, Y is reversed in 1882/08/26 strike 

HOWARDSVILLE COL 1885/ 01 / 08 
CI :P, I ,0:275 :T:M,D,Y :S :? : target 

HOWARDSVILLE. COLO. (3) 1885/ 04/22-1 891 / 02/ 28 (See F ig. 26) 
Cl:P,2.0:280,265 :T;M,D,Y :S:R;G:circular fancy 

HOWARDSVILLE COLO. (2Y2) 1900/ 08/3 1 
Cl:P, I ,0 :280:T;M, D,Y ;S :G:G:target 

HOWARDSVILLE, COLO. (3) 1907/ 09/12 
Cl :P. l.0 :3 I O:T;M,D,Y ;S :G:G: narrow 4-bar 

/ 
/'. 

( -£//. '. 
F igure 26 

This marking, always see n with the same 
fancy killer is the longest lived and best 
known of the six types of postmarks re
ported to date from the first 50 years of 
the Howardsville office . 
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Established Oct. 29, I 87 5 
Re-established Apr. 23, 1879 

MINERAL POINT 

Discontinued Oct. 14, 1878 
Discontinued Jan. 28, 1897 

Mineral Point lay on a fork of Miners Creek which itself is a branch of Mineral Creek, a short 
tributary of the Uncompahgre River (Handies Peak Quadrangle, 1955). At I I ,700 feet elevation, 
Mineral Point was one of the highest significant mining camps in the state and within a short dis
tance of the headwaters of both the Uncompahgre River and the Animas River. The name is said 
to have come "from the many small, highly mineralized peaks in the vicinity,95 although the 
citizens usually called the town Mineral City throughout much of its life .2 0 ln fact the town was 
built on the west side of a geographical feature called Mineral Point Mountain which contained a 
60 foot thick knob of quartz and silver veins and seems a probable source of the name.4 9 

>
9 6 

The first claims were staked out in the area in 1873 and several cabins built.9 5 The town was im
portant enough by 1875 to be included as the prospective terminus of one of Mears' toll roads, 
starting in Silverton and passing through Howardsville, Eureka, and Animas Forks.2 7 By 1880 
Crofutt found .it had several businesses and enough cabins for some 200 people.3 2 Even the 
census lists 163. 1 0 5 A Silverton paper claims it reached a population of six or seven hundred in 
the early 80s.49 Mineral Point went downhill fast following the demonitization of silver in 1893 . 
A modern geology report suggests that the volcanic rocks in the area are up to 3000 feet thick 
and potentially productive throughout. 2 That the town never came back is largely due to the 
rigors of living above timerbl ine in the San Juans. The nearby San Juan Chief mill appears to have 
been used much more recently than 1897, however, and is one · of the more interesting ruins in 
the San Juans. 

For some strange reason the mail to Mineral Point in 1880 came out of Ouray via Poughkeepsie 
three times a week (Crofutt's Post Road No. 25, 1881 ed.) 32 Crofutt remarks "This is a vil
lainous trail," so it really must have been bad . In 1883 the mail was coming from Animas 
F orks.6 9 By 1885 there was a wagon road from Ouray and the mail came both from there three 
times a week (Post Road No. 133, 1885 ed) and from Silverton via Animas Forks (Post Road No. 
121, 1885 ed).37 Mail also came from Lake City via Rose's Cabin.7 0 By 1889 there was only 
once a week service from Ouray. 7 1 

With a total life of almost 21 years, Mineral Point is the sixth longest-lived office in San Juan 
County, and after Silverton, Animas Forks, Eureka, and Howardsville, the next easiest from 
which to find postmarks. Only from these five offices do the total number of known strikes of 
all types recorded exceed I 0. 
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F igure 27 

This is the earliest known state of the Mineral Point town and county marking (only 30 days into 
statehood!), with JUAN and CO' very close together. Note the high period after CO. The strike 
of September 1882, with the widest separation, still has this high period. T he H in the killer was 
apparently the work of Elwood Hofer, the postmaster. It can be seen best on the 3¢ banknote . 

MINERAL POINT SAN JUAN CO' COL (3 -) 1876/08/30-1883/03/12 (See Fig. 27) 
CI:P, I ,1 :270;185 :T;M,D,Y ;(C,S) :G;G :solid octagon with incuse H 

There may be more than one strike in use here . The distance between the top of the N in JUAN 
and the C inCO' is only 1.5 mm in 1876, is 2.0 mm in 1883,and is4.0 mm in Sept . 1882. Yet 
all could be accounted for by movable type in one handle . The type all appears the same, al
though later markings are badly worn . Many killers are used, from that shown in figu re 27 (in 
1876) to a large asterisk. 

MINERAL PXXXX COLO. (2Yz) 188 1/08/09 
CI :H,2, 1 :290,260 ;190:T:M ,D ,Y;S:R,G:grid 

MINERAL POINT COLO 1886/ 03/ 05 
black manuscript, stamp pen cancelled 

MINERAL POINT COLO (3) 1886/ 08/ 27 (See Fig. 28) 
CI:P ,1 ,0:300:T:M ,D.Y ;S: l :G :grid 

MINERAL POINT COLO. (3) 1891 / 06/ 08- July 19? (See Fig. 29) 
Cl:P, I ,0:280:T:M,D :S :G :R :target 
there is a rectangu lar blob where the year date would normally be 
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IUITl'l<~ TO 

M .. ~~~~r~~~~~.~~.,. 
H n o t dellvt"r~d wuh1n T en Days. 

I 
t.; /. . / r 4- ·' 

Figure 28 

Note the unusual italic lettering in this, so far , unique strike. The hotel corner card is also unique 
from the town . Only the correspondence is common, that of David Wood (of whom, much more 
in Chapter V) 

Figure 29 

Letters of Mr. S.W. Pingrey of 
Durango covering at least a decade 
are found in Colorado collections. 
Perhaps more will be uncovered 
about this gentleman in time for 
the La Plata County chapter. Un
fortunately eve n th is registered 
cover has no backstamps (or enclo
sure) to indicate the year date. 
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NIEGOLDSTOWN 

Established Jan. 10, 1878 Discontinued Aug. 15, 1881 

A "flamboyant" family by the name of Niegold (sometimes given as Neigold) were ear1y arrivals 
in Cunningham Gulch.14 They built cabins near their claim, at the point where Stony Gulch joins 
Cunningham Gulch, apparently on the southeast side.2 6 There, at an elevation of 10,000 feet 
(Howardsville Quadrangle, 1955), they lived a life of considerable elegance for a mining camp. 
They enjoyed imported wines and tobacco and even a grand piano, while making a good living 
until they sold out in 1904 and moved to the city. They called their cab ins Niegold's Town.14 •9 7 

Located in a region of several good mines besides their own , the Niegolds built a concentration 
works, and a fair sized town grew up . Eberhart claims it had a population of 200-300.9 8 It cer
tainly had a post office for more than 3\12 years. It was on the main mail route from Antelope 
Springs to Silverton (Crofutts Post Road 67, 1881 ed) via Rio Grande Pass in 1878 and early 
18793 3 a, and it was at the foot of the western approach to the new Stony Pass road when that 
was completed in 1879 (see Chapter II). It is not clear why the post office was lost in 1881. 

,. 

-· 

Niegoldstown Colo. 6/25/79-6/28/79 (See Fig. 30) 
Manuscript in blue-black, pen cancel in same ink 

NIEGOLDSTOWN COLO. (3+) 1880/08/07 
CI :P,2,0 :260,245 :T ;Y ,M,D;S:R ;G:pen 

Figure 30. 

Surprisingly, three covers have been 
reported from short-lived Niegolds
town, this one addressed to the ubi
quitous Atty. Hudson. 

--
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A GROUP OF WESTERN EXPRESSES 

by the late A.J. Hertz 

MEEK'S EXPRESS 

An express that started as early as Meek's Express, could not have had the niceties and enticing 
features of expresses that were started four or five years later. Stephen Meek started his express 
in 1846, before gold was discovered in the Mother Lode , so his affair was a very crude one and 
one not in very great demand. It offered to take you, your letter, newspaper or package and deli
ver it - but how, with what comfort , it did not promise, or even say. There was the offer - take 
it or leave it, and in cases where it was imperative, they took it - no questions asked, sight 
unseen, at the sender's risk, payment in advance. The route ran from Oregon and Linn Cities to 
Tuality Plains. 

The offer of any conveniences, no matter what sort, of stage or express in the Pacific Northwest, 
was to most settlers, a blessing most unexpected. In the East , where many of the settlers in the 
Oregon country originated, expresses had been in regular runs for a long time - possibly 50 or 75 
years. Road build ing, or what was intended for that, was started in 1846. And just about the 
same time, the first of many stage lines in the Pacific Northwest appeared. From the Oregon 

From the Oregon Spectator, October 29, 1846: 

The Subscriber begs leave to announce to the public that he 
proposes to run an express- rain or no rain- mud or no mud
load or no load- but not without pay- from Oregon and Linn 
Cities to Tuality Plains during the ensuing season- leaving the 
two former places on Monday and Thursday and the Plains on 
Wednesday and Saturday. The "cars" will be covered and every 
accomodation extended to the passengers. For freight or pas
sage, apply to the subscriber, proprietor and engineer at Linn 
City. 
October 29, 1846 S.H.L. Meek" 

Stephen Meek and his express do not seem to have continued long. He was a man with an excel
lent idea, but a little ahead of his time. When the territory became a fact in the years following , 
services by stagecoach and express became a reality in the Valley of the Willamette . 

REED AND KENDALL'S EXPRESS 

Reed and Kendall were the partners who operated this route, which ran from San Francisco to 
San Jose. 

As a young man Elliott Reed came to San Jose in October 1850. Fernando Bonacina, agent for 
Berford & Co. at San Jose , took a liking to Reed and employed him to deliver letters. There were 
many to be delivered as San Jose was the Capital of the State at that time. 

The postage on a letter from San Francisco to San Jose was $1.00 and when the legislature was in 
session things were lively. But, in_ these uncertain times, there was little of a permanent nature
and that idea related to Capitals. The Capital was changed overnight, and things fell flat. No need 
to say that Reed lost his job, (From Dr. Berthold's notes) 

Just about this time Reed had gone in with Kendall to operate an Express. Kendall acted as mes
senger, while Reed sought the business for the Company. However the venture lasted only a few 
months and Kendall quit September I, 1856, to go into business in San Francisco. 
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At about that time Reed was appointed the Agent for Wells, Fargo & Co. at San Jose. The first 
shipment that came to him from San Francisco was one of$ 10,000 consigned to A. Pfister & Co. 

Years later, iri response to a letter of inquiry about his express, Elliott Reed, now an old man, 
replied giving the above data. He wrote that he could not recall the given name of his former part
ner Kendall, or what had become of him. 

SAN JOSE EXPRESS 

George Leland organized the San Jose Express, running between San Francisco, San Jose, New 
Almaden, and other towns. 

From the Evening Bulletin of Oct. 23, 1855 

"San Jose Express- Leland's Express 

is despatched daily at 8A.M. with the California Stage Co. to 
San Jose, Santa Clara and New Almaden, etc. 

This is the best and oldest established express on the road 
and is now prepared to transport with promptoness and des
patch and safety at reasonable rates, specie, valuable packages, 
heavy and light freight, parcels and letters, connecting at San 
Francisco with the responsible expresses of G. H. Wines & Co. 
to all the Atlantic States, Europe and all parts of Californfa. 

Principal office in San Francisco with G.H. Wines & Co. 
Sacramento Street; also at the Post Office Arcade as heretofore. 

The handstamp of this express was a circle from which radiated a flame . In the center, circling 
top and bottom, was LELAND'S/EXPRESS/SAN JOSE 

The next year a new stage line ran between San Francisco and San Antonio, via San Leandro and 
San Lorenzo. 

From the San Francisco Bulletin of Aug. 8, 1856 we read-

"Stage Notice- New Line 

The subscriber desires to inform the public that he has estab
lished a daily line of stages from Haywood's Hotel to San 
Antonio, via San Leandro and San Lorenzo, connecting with 
the first boat in the morning and the last boat in the evening, 
thereby giving the travelling public an opportunity of going to 
San Francisco and returning the same evening, allowing a whole 
day for business in San Francisco. The pub lic patronage is res
pectfully solicited. 

George W. Leland, Proprietor, San Leandro," 
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J.L. SANDERSON'S COAST OVERLAND MAIL COMPANY 

Sanderson gained much experience in the business of expressing. This company was formed and 
ran in conjunction with Barlow, as accounts of that company and the above company date from 
1873. Its principal office was in Yreka, Cal. and it operated between California and Oregon. 

From the Yreka Journal of Febreary 5, 1873-

"We learn that J.L. Sanderson, the general manager and one of 
the operators of the C. & 0. Coast Overland Mail Company, be
tween California and Oregon, is now stopping here to make full 
arrangements preparitory for the approach of the Epizootic 
which it is anticipated may attack the stage stock at any mo
ment .. . " 

The history of J. L. Sanderson alone and Barlow and Sanderson together, is too well known for 
repetition here. They were good expressers, speedy, prompt and efficient during the time that 
they operated. 

From the Weekly Trinity Journal of February 25, 1882-

"California and Oregon Coast Overland Mail Co. 
J. L. Sanderson, Proprietor 
Reading and Weaverville Line 

Stages of the above line, carrying U.S. mail, Wells, Fargo & Co. 
·Express and Passengers, run daily between the Railroad Termi
nus at Reading, Shasta Co. and Weavervme, Trinity Co. stopping 
at all intermediate points including Shasta, Whiskeytown, 
Tower House, Lewiston and Lower Ranch . . . 

W.H. Stone, Supt., W.R. Smith, Div. Agt." 

SANDERSON, PARKER & CO'S EXPRESS 

The owners and operators ran this express from Redding, Calif. to Roseburg, Oregon. F rom infor
mation gathered from the writings of Mae H. B. Boggs we read the following: 

Coast Overland Mail Co. 

Sanderson, Parker & Co. Proprietors 

Frank Clugage, Superintendent 

W.R. Smith, Division Agent South of Yreka 

Louis B. Tucker, Division Agent North of Yreka. 

Stage stations, via Sacramento River Road, are Redding, Bass, Allen's, 

Sacramento Bridge, Slate Creek, Southern's, Strawberry Valley, Butteville, 

Starveout,Yreka, Klamath Ferry, Col's, Mountain House, American's, Jacksonville, Rock Point, 

Grant's Pass, Grave Creek, Levens, Canyonville, Oak Grove and Roseburg. 
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SEYMOUR & COMPANY'S EXPRESS 

The Hastings Express was operated from 1856 to 1869 when it was taken over by the Seymour & 
Company's Express. Having been in operation for four years, it was considered an old and relia
ble express. The frank was that of a flying horse (all four feet off the ground) , carrying a rider 
with a streamer in his hand, which read "NEWS". 

"From the Weekly Oregonian, July 2, 1859, we read: 

Seymour & Company's Express 
(Late Hastings) 

"From Portland to The Dalles, Walla Walla and 
Colville. Letter and package express between 
Portland and Walla Walla. Letter express to 
Colville. Collections made, and all business 
attended to with despatch. 
Portland Jun 18, 1859 S.A. Seymour 

SHEPHERD' COOPER and COMPANY'S EXPRESS 

E.L. Hastings 
A.J. Cane." 

The man who owned and managed this express was a chap by the name of J.M. Shepherd. The 
route was to Auburn, John Day and the Boise Mines. It ran in Idaho and through Oregon, and it 
also went to Walla Walla, Washington. 

It was after he had been in business with Cooper that Shepherd went into the mines of Idaho and 
started Shepherd's Express. 

In 1863, he ran an express through Placerville (Idaho) for D.W. Tracy and later drove for Wells, 
Fargo and Co. He retired in 1871 and purchased the Baker City (Oregon) newspaper. 

From the Daily Oregonian of July 23, 1863, we find : 

"Shepherd's Express. 
To Auburn, John Day and Boise Mines. Leaves Walla Walla 
every Monday morning and returns from Boise, John Day and 
Auburn connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co's Express at Walla 
Walla every Saturday. 

Persons wishing their friends in the above mines to receive 
their letters regularly had better direct their letters to Walla 
Walla in care of Shepherd's Express, and they will not be de
stroyed or thrown away. 

Wells, Fargo & Co. have no express to the above mines and do 
not run to Auburn. 

J.M. Shepherd 

N.B. J.M. Shepherd has located in Placerville where he is pre
pared to receive goods on storage or to sell on commission. All 
Letters to him should be directed to Walla Walla. 

J.M. Shepherd." 

(The above notes were gained with the able and kind assistance of Dr. Sheldon Goodman of 
California. A.J.H.) 
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SILMAN LINE 

The . men who owned and operated this line of stages were Silman and Carter. This was in the 
latter days of the express business and railroads were everywhere. 

From the History of Fresno, Tuolumne and Kern Counties: 

"The Silman line of stages ran from Stockton to Millerton, via 
Tuolumne City, Paradise City, Empire City, Snelling and 
Plainsburg, making regular trips and well loaded· with passen
gers. There were no post offices. All mail was handled by ex
press companies. Later Stilman and Carter ran a stage line 
from Stockton to Visalia via Millerton." 

Thus we see that all mail was handled by the men themselves- and maybe not as efficient as mail, 
it was certainly as good as could be had. 

From History of Fresno County, pg. 193: 

"The lines of stages of Mr. Stilman in 1870, ran from Stockton 
via Tuolumne City, Paradise City, Empire City, Snelling and 
Plainsburg .. Afterwards Messrs. Silman and Carter entered into 
partnership for the purpose of ruiming a stage line from 
Stockton, to Visalia." 

This was a short line and lasted for only a few years. Nothing ·more could be found about this 
line, at this time. 

(Dr. Hertz' notes show an interchange of Silman and Stilman, as above. Mel Nathan's Franks of 
the Western Expresses does not mention either. E.C.E.) 

SMITH'S STAGE LINE 

The owner and operator of this express was C.E. Smith. The express ran between the towns of 
Quincy and Summit, in the north end of the Sierra and very high country. We could find no ads 
of the company, but did find a news item of the express. 

From the Plumas National of May 6, 1871 : 
· "Local Matters. New Stage Line. 

Mr. C.E. Smith of the Summit House, who has been in town 
during the week attending to his duties as Supervisor, informs 
us that he has purchased the Mail line from this place to 
Summit, of Mr. E. Bates and will continue running the coaches 
by the first of June. His line will either connect with Susan
ville and Reno line or else run through to Reno. The number of 
trips per week has not yet been fully agreed upon but due 
notice as to that or other arrangements will be given hereafter. 
We are glad that this arrangement has been made, as a regular 
stage to Reno will facilitate travel and be of much merit to this 
section." 

What those benefits would be, is not mentioned in the paper. Most probably it had to do with 
mining for other things, as buying supplies was out of the question. The great silver mines were 
long open and that was the industry of the moment.. 
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[l!!!l!.l 
ORGANIZATION 

THE HARMER ORGANIZATION 
SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER 
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE 

CONTINENTS, CATERING TO 
THE SPECIALIST. 

-NEW YORK HOUSE -

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 

(Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling" 
available on request) 

WANTED TO BUY- FOREIGN COVERS 

We are especial! y interested in 19th century 
& early 20th century of the entire world, 
but will also buy 1st flight & first day 
covers of the more modern period. 

We carry one of the largest stock of foreign 
covers and stamps in the U.S. 
Approvals sent per want fists. 

UNITED STATES 

We are also interested in buying worthwhile U.S. 
stamps and covers. Want lists also filled on these 
from our large stock. 

William 0. Bilden 
801 Hennepin Avenue 

M inneapol is, Mirm. 55403 

WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL; I976 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT- SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

JOHN HOWELL 
434 Post Street 

San Francisco, California 94102 

ALAN T. ATKINS 
P.O. Box B, Milford, OH 45150 

Proudly Serving: 
Postal Historians, Collectors 

of Old U.S. and 
Confederate Covers. 

We purchase 19th Century U.S. 
and Confederate covers. 

Also Philatelic books 
& Publications. 

Ask for our free, monthly price list. 
''Give Your Collection Our Best" 
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BLACK JACKS WEST 

by Paul J . Wolf 

VICTORlA, BRITISH COLUMBIA TO IRELAND 
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A Wells, Fargo cover. The 10¢ entire, Scott #U40, plus a Black Jack with "E" grill make up the 
12¢ rate for a Jetter under Y2 ounce mailed after Jan. 1, 1868. 

The blue "Post Office Victoria" oval handstamp shows that the local Victoria and Vancouver 
Island postage , 5¢, was paid in cash. 

The. absence of a postmark from any one of the th ree Ports of Entry: Po rt T ownsend, Wash. ; 
Po rtland, Oregon or San Francisco, ind icates that this cover was carried out of the mails by We ll s, 
Fargo to New York , where it was placed in the ma ils and received the "New York Paid Al l" hand
stamp in red. A black backstamp of Middleton shows receipt May 16 , 1869. 

In the period prior to 187 1, British Columb ia's only postal contact with the outside world was 
through the United States Mails, and the Post Office at V ictoria stocked U.S. stamps for the con
venience of its' patrons. 

A considerable number of covers similar to this one exist, some with mixed frankings, usually the 
2Yzd Rose Vic toria and Vancouver Island stamp covering the inland postage; some, as here, mere
ly with the handstamp to show such payment. The number known to the writer is over 14, and 
some of the destinations that have been noted are: Austria, England, Ireland, Ontario (Canada 
West), Salt Lake City. Sacramento and San Francisco. 

This cover was also published in the CHRONICLE of the US Philatelic Classics Society, August 
1974, Vol. 26, No.3, Whole No. 83. 

-0 
c:: 
~ 



Page 26 WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL, 1976 

BLACK JACKS WEST (Continued) 

..., 
~ 
1-C 

~ 

. ,~~ rJ. ), 0-
l r Jl f; r - ~ ~ ~'-._(f . "'- .;. ~· 

· ln.)'.rL {1'-n/ -· . .0// 
~ 
r.t1 
0 .... 
~ .. 
p 
+> 
0 

~ !'::: 

Jd CLv.. I~ ~}' L 

jJ / ICt_j_; 

REGISTERED LETTER FROM LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 

This delightful little item, a front only, bears the start of a Classic Era stamp collection all by 
itself! In addition to the 3¢ entire, Scott #U82, the franking includes two 3¢ 1867 " E" grills, 
#88; a 3¢ 1869, #114; a 2¢ Bank Note, # 146 and two Black Jacks with "E" gri ll , #87 . These 
make up the proper 18¢ charge for a Registered Letter, 3¢ First Class rate, 15¢ for Registry. 

This is a New Mexico Territorial, thus even scarcer. New Mexico, of course, attained Statehood 
Jan . 6, 191 2, so the date of th is cover, April 1 I , 1871, is quite early. The sender was a Notary 
Public, so it would appear that he used up some of the odd stamps he had accumulated around 
the office. 

The writer keeps a list of Black Jack Registered covers, which are on the scarce side. At this 
writing, the list is up to 12. 
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The 3¢ U59 is cancelled with a blue double circle, "BAMBER & CO. S.F. EXPRESS". The base
ball player is hand-drawn on the cover. 

The letter is as follows: 
Oakland Oct. 30th ( 1860) 

Dear Rog: 
Do you think because the Sac Union states under its "Telegraphic" of the 21st that the 

"Live Oaks" were defeated by the "Cosmopolitans" for the "Championship of the State" that 1 
wish to deny my connection with the former named Club? 

The correspondent of the Union was so overjoyed with the idea of the L.O. 's being 
beaten at all that he got his "items" slightly mixed. He should have said somewhat thuswise: In 
the second game of a match of three between the Live Oak and the Cosmopolitan B.B. clubs, the 
former was defeated. In the first place the L.O.'s are not the champions in Baseball, altho they 
have beaten the Pacific club which is the champion club of this Coast. To win the championship, 
the challenge has to be given to the Club that holds it and not come f rom them. In our match 
with the Pacifies we were the party who received the challenge, they expecting to come over and 
"show us a few points". (I send you the score of the game). Our match with the "cosmops" will 
not be at an end till Saturday night, which will be the end of the third game. There is to be a fine 
ban·ner presented to the victors and of course we hope to get it. There has been a great deal of 
talk about this match and its result. I hear that a friend of L.O. Fraternity has at stake ($ 1 000) 
against ($700) on the next game, which may seem to be q uite a stack, but even on the last game 
at least several times the above amounts was up in small bids. I think there will be a large crowd 
on the fie ld - as indeed there always has been heretofore - and you may depend upon it, if we are 
defeated, the S.F. papers will have something to say about it. 

In the first game the Cosmops were defeated by I 3 runs; in the second by 11 or twelve- I 
am not sure which, but as some old players said - more by the umpire than the opposing club. I 



Page 28 WESTERN EXPRESS-APRIL, 1976 

CONTENTS OF A LETTER (Continued) 

have a whole pile of newspaper squibs about B. B. matches, three of which I send you, which you 
will please return when you have perused as I wish to keep them. 

The banquet at the Hotel de France was but the return of our compliment to the 
Cosmops. What we will do next Saturday night is not yet decided. I hope we wont have occasion 
to "bow our heads". 

With love to Hattie and all in the Folsom mansion, I remain, 

Yours hopefully, 

Clinton Day 

S.F. 2nd Line, L.O.B.B.Cl. 
(Short Stop) 

P.S. Our Sec'y was instructed to correct the communication in the Union, but I don't suppose 
they will publish it. C.D. 

·· ' ·..- TJl~:Wlll bt,a ~ pme at baae 
ball te.moft'ew, .. ~~~. · between the 
"U!e 9•" • tllli" Collmopolltana," of 
8u Franclaco. An·~tt.realoing ga~.atliy 
~ npeckd. The .wnlreJ~~ ot apllful play· 
' Jq,f ~ool4, b7 aU meana, be present. In 
r.~tor•~ ·w il}1a ·~•· Je:Jt.rdty'• ...tUa 
01.)'11 

We leuD tba& thU'll ta to be a'~ eonteat 
~ Ule Lift Oak· :au. B..U Club, of Oat
lara<!, &114 tb& · CaGDpolltaD BMe :Ball Club of 
&Ilia cl*f.' Jt wW ~on S&tutd&y, Octobq 
13th, the 11ret pzae to 1'41 pla7ed at QUland, the 
-dln·&hla cl~ &lllllhellnal on~ at Oakland. 
Georwe w. Downer, a· !,bung genUeuiton of thia 
clf;r, Ia 1>MtJig ma40, af hla OW!l expeuao, a "''r'l 
1IDe bumorto be gl"?n'to the Olub wlnnfna two 
aa- ont ot threa. 'Jlle Coemopolllara Ia com
PC>Md ot youq merch&hta and laW)' era, au4 the u.,.oq ot the a:epmentau ... young men of 
our lowl7 Ut1le e!ater eft, of OaklAnd. The 
IJ.,.. O&ka have alwua b6eD v1ctor1ou• In their 
l!'lmM with our San l"raDcc.8co bora and tor that 
reaaoD the conlaotanta muat aee the uecea.df7 
at~ more Ulo:rougW7 tor th1a con teet 
and eildea,O, to w1Ji ltle !Ia&. which will be a 
beaatltlll Uldr. BMe ball I•' one of the 'f81'7 
'-'tit m&DJ;f aporta tn · fawr I~ 41110!'foa, and 
we ho~ to - ft crowtna more pOpiDAr efeey 
~. . ' 

We jlo no~ ouou;r--un4fl'lltancl wha' Ia 
meaa$ by Ule .. r~pr!leeataUve 11 young men 
~r ~ ,u,. , 'l'he Lin ou OJub 1a oQ!Jl· 
p~·~Bi' pt~ who are, or have 
~eD, 11tudew iA, "'- VoUeco. of Palltorula. 
T~r are btl$ t'f'e!llJ.f'our memben, a amall 
number So. ~elect/rewt: 

One of the "squibs" 
Mentioned in the letter. 
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The above exhortation merely suggests that you "know" your stamps and covers, for knowledge 
will prevent the purchase of items that later may bring deep regret, or will hasten the purchase of 
those you believe to be headed for better days. 

Mr. Tony Wisema n, writ ing in the Nove mber-December issue of The Stamp Lover (the bi-month
ly publication of the National Philatelic Socie ty (London) has so me very coge nt remarks about 
proofs and co lo r trials of the King Edward VII 6d value . What he says, in the following quota
tions, easil y applies to your Western covers. Mr. Wiseman (well-named) says" A few words of 
warning may have a salutory effect on some who have mo ney burni ng in their pockets without 
the knowledge to match." And furthe r, " ... of cou rse if you like the look of them, there is no 
reaso n wh y you should not buy them for what they are. But do not buy them because you hope 
that the y are no t what they are . . . find out all you ca n about the items be fore you part with your 
money, othe rwise you will probably live to regret your enthusiasm" . 

The three covers illustrated here are fairly fami liar- pa rticu la rl y to the cognoscente. They are 
used here merely as a convenient basis fo r an hypothetical sto ry of an incentive for acquiring 
knowledge. 

Suppose you are offered one of the three covers illustrated he re (not knowing of the existence of 
the other two). You would note that it is a neat cover, nicely postmarked . And if it were the 
cover above, with the dollar Pony (and you collected Pony's) and the price asked seemed fair, 
you might buy it. 
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Later you run across a dealer with the cover having the $2.00 green from San Francisco. You are 
anxious to have it fo r your collect ion to match it with the other Pony. And match it does, for it 
is addressed in the same hand to the same young lady. Now yo u have two . 

Sometime later you are offered a third cover- with a Noisy Carrier cornercard, but postmarked at 
Placerville . You see that the cover has the same handwriting and that the same young lady is the 
addressee. You remark on the coincidence. But now you want to re-assess your covers; to gather 
more information - perhaps covering the years of use of the stamped envelopes and of the two 
I 0¢ stamps and the postmarks and handstamps involved. You might even have someone check 
the Philadelphia Directories of the years covered, to learn more of the Lewis family and whether 
Sanh lived at I 014 Green Street for the years of the scrutiny. 

1 do not know where the three covers are now, but I am sure that if they have ended up under 
one ownership, the little set has not been broken up. Too, maybe there are more than three, for 
the peripatetic correspondent must have written more often to Miss Sarah Lewis, who, realizing 
the future value, preserved the letters for her retirement. 



WESTERN EXPRESS-APRIL, 1976 

AUCTION ACTION 
By Robert Lewenthal 

Page 31 

This report covers items from Richard Wolffers' Auction of January 22, 1976. Prices realized in 
this sale demonstrate that the demand for good material remains quite strong. 
A listing of selected items follows: 

CALIFORNIA TOWN CANCELS 
Alleghany, Sierra Co. Cal. 1889. Perfect strike in blue. 2¢ (213) not 

tied. F./V.F. 
Coarse Gold Gulch 1889. Perfect strike in purple D/L circle. 2q (213) 

tied. V.F. 
Deadwood (Trinity) 1889. Excellent strike in oval. 2¢ (213), defective, 

tied by maltese cross. Scarce town. F./V.F. 
Diamond Springs (ElDorado). Fine strike in purple on Ulba. Ms. 

"Per Isthmus Panama" Small tear at top. Ex Emerson. F./V.F. 
Don Pedro's Bar (Tuolumne). Ms. PMK. 3¢ 1857 {26) pen cane. on clean 

cover to Suisun City. Tiny tear. Fine 
Elk, Cal., Mendocino Co., 1889. Clear strike in D/L oval. 2¢ (213), tied. V.F. 
Forbestown, Butte Co., Cal. 1889. Clear strike with part of kicking Mule 

ties 2¢ (213). Fine 
Fort Bidwell, Modoc Co. 1888. Clear strike on registered cover with 2¢, 10¢ 

(213 , 209) cane. targets. F./V.F. 
Gibsonville, Sierra Co., Cal. 1889. Clear strike. 2¢ (213) tied. V.F. 
Hough's Springs. Excellent strike in blue. 2¢ {213) cane. grid on 1890 

cover. F./V.F. 
Keeler, lnyo Co. Cal. 1889. Excellent strike in D/L circle. 2¢ {213) tied. F./V.F. 
Lowdens Ranch 1889. Perfect strike. Pair 1¢ (212) pen cane. F./V.F. 
Michigan Bluff. Clear strike ties I 04 1857 (32) to clean cover to Mass. F./V.F. 
Montgomery Creek. Excellent strike in triple circle. 2¢ (213) cane. grid on 

V.F. 1889 cover. 
Nevada City, 6 Paid. Mostly clear strike on 6¢ Nesbitt (U13). Bold PJE4 

on cover to Conn. F./V.F. 
Pentz 1889. Clear strike. 2¢ (213) tied. Scarce & V.F. 
San Francisco 1860. Fine strike ties 10¢ {35) to Six Horse Stage Coach cover 

"Overland, Via Los Angeles" to Mass. Hutchings & Rosenfield imprint. F./V.F. 
San Francisco 1893. 5¢ Columbian entire with overall pictorial cachet of 

"California Midwinter International Exposition" in sepia to Honolulu. V.F. 
San Quentin. Clear strike in triple circle on Ul64. V.F. 
Tallac P.O., Cal. 1889. Ms. pmt. Pair I¢ (212) pen cane. on U3 12. V.F. 
You Bet 1889. Excellent strike. 2¢ {213) tied. V.F. 

Other States and Expresses 

Strawberry, A.T. 1889. Ms. pmk. 2¢, 10¢ {213, 209) pen cane. on registe-red 
cover. F./V.F. 

Chickasaw Agency, Feb . 20, (1820), 18~¢. Faint Ms. pmk. on folded letter to 
Natchez, Miss. [nteresting contents. Creases, tears, but very rare. 

Choctaw Agency, Sep. II, 1822, 18h¢. Ms. pmk. on folded letter headed 
"Jackson" to Columbia, Miss. Interesting contents. Rare & V.F. 
J. Bamber & Co.'s Contra Costa Express. Bold oval handstamp on U27, tied by boxed 

"Answer by Bamber & Co's. Express". Part flap missing, otherwise V.F. 
Freeman & Co's. Express, Coulterville. Clear strike in blue oval on U I 0 to S.F. V.F. 
Freeman & Co's. Express, Placerville. Excellent strike in blue oval on UlO. V.F. 
Forwarded by Freeman & Co's. Express San Francisco. Clear oval hands tamp on 1851 

stampless folded letter to Sacramento. Pencilled "Not Paid, F & Co." F ./V.F. 

$ 20.00 

85.00 

32.50 

47.50 

95.00 
40.00 

90.00 

32.50 
52.50 

47.50 
60.00 
52.50 
65.00 

45.00 

100.00 
67.50 

525.00 

95.00 
32.50 
40.00 
37.50 

.135.00 

200.00 

260.00 

85.00 
95.00 
80.00 

120.00 
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Q~~~!ill<2C?d & Newbauer (Newbaner error) Northern Express frank on U 10. Bit 
blurred Weaverville Co. cancel. F./V.F~ 

Pacific Express, Nevada. Mostly clear strike ties U 10 on Thurp. Type 1 
franked cover to S.F. F./V.F. 

Tracy & Co., Oregon Express. "Ribbon" frank on U35 . Also "Salmon River Express, 
Paid ··· one dollar" at lower left. U35 tied by partial Wells Fargo oval. 
Addressed to S.F. Rare & V.F. 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 

Wells, Fargo & Co's. Ex., Los Angeles, July 7, 1894 (L17-5). Provisional handstamp on U3 11 
to S.F. Very scarce. Used during four day Railroad strike. F./V.F. 

W.F. Monterey, Cal. (LI0-2). Clear strike on U349. V.F. 
W.F. Sacramento (Lll-2). Partly clear strike on Blue type E franked U34. V.F. 
W.F. Mex. Coast Mess. (L8-3). Nice strike on U59 with Thorp type M frank ., 

"Paid Over Our Mexican Coast and California Express- 25 cts." Rare & V.F. 

60.00 

75.00 

2200.00 

95 .00 
52.50 
57.50 

300.00 
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The 3~ Stamp 1851-1857 Issue 
Carroll Chase 

Dr. Carroll Chase was the leading authority on the U.S. 3¢ stamp of 1851 during his 
lifetime. He began to publish the results of his studies in 1909 and in 1929 the 
first edition of his major work was published. In 1942 a revised edition of his book 
was published which incorporated corrections and changes which varied from a few lines 
to rewritten paragraphs. This 400-page hardcover reprint contains the text of the 
1942 edition and the illustrations from the 1929 edition which were used for their 
better quality. Over 100 halftone illustrations are included along with some plating 
charts and diagrams. 

Dr. Chase's work was so meticulous and detailed that extensive revision in light of 
subsequent studies is not required. This Quarterman edition contains a foreword by 
Thomas J. Alexander which includes corrections, mostly typographical, to the 1942 
edition along with updated information on perforation, color, earliest dates used for 
each plate, sources of plating aids, and a bibliography of articles on new discoveries 
and progress in plating made since 1942. This book is a necessity for all U.S. 
Classics specialists and a useful reference for those interested in 19th century u.s. 
postal history. 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01 840 

$30.00 (POSTPAID) 
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WANTED 

Material for my auctions 

or 

Will buy outright 

Robert Lewenthal 
1 700 Broadway 

San Francisco, CA 94109 

Telephone (415) 776-4767 

DON'T MISS OUR WESTERN COVERS. 
BE SURE TO GET WOLFFERS 
ILLUSTRATED AUCTION 
CATALOGS. 

We hold public actions 8 times a year and 
invariably have some interesting Western cover 
material to offer. The auctions are a good 
source of new material and an excellent check 
on current prices. You may have the catalogs 
FREE if you will drop into our downtown San 
Francisco store. If we mail it, we ask a dollar to 
cover postage. 
If you want to sell your collection, we offer 
direct purchase, private treaty or public 
auction. Whichever your wishes and our 
knowledge of the market dictate to get you top 
dollar. 

RICHARD WOLFFERS, INC. 
Stamps and Stamp Auctions 

(415) 781-5127 
127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108 

"In the West- it's Wolffers" 

WESTERN EXPRESS- APRIL, 1976 

WANTED 

New Mexico Postmarks prior to 1912. 
Some duplicates for sale. 

FOR SALE 
Territorial P.O.'s of Colorado ... $1.00 
Territorial P.O.'s of Arizona . . . . 2.00 
Territorial P.O.'s of Florida . . . . . 1.00 
Arizona Territorial Postmark 

Catalogue (out of print) ..... . 

(New Mexico books out of print. 
New Edition in preparation) 

Dr. S. H. Dike 
1420 Carlisle Blvd. N.E. 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 

WANTED 

CLASSIC 19th CENTURY 
U.S. COVERS 

FIRST DAYS 
STAMPLESS- TERRITORIAL- WESTERN 
LOCALS- CONFEDERATES- EXPRESSES 

CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS 

For my Outright Purchase, 
Consignment, or for my Public 

AUCTION Sales 

AL ZIMMERMAN 
843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N.Y . . 10462 
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History of Letter Post Communication 
B.etween the United States and Europe 

1845-1875 
Second Edition 

George E. H argest 
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Although the First Edition of History of Letter Post Communication was published 
only four years ago, it has been a difficult work for many to obtain, especially 
abroad, because of a limited printing. Even so it was the recipient of many awards, 
both in the United States and Europe, for its scholarly presentation. This Second 
Edition contains the complete text of the original and also includes a new section 
on the U.S.-French Convention of 2 March 1857 and a new Preface to Second Edition. 
As well as correction of the typographical errors and improvement of some illustra
tions of the first edition, this 256-page hardcover edition also contains changes to 
some ships sailing data received by the author after the first edition was published. 

History of Letter Post Communication not only describes the postal services between 
the United States and Europe, but also explains their development. Such topics as 
postal rates, ships sailing dates, and international agreements and regulations are 
considered in detail. Over 100 illustrations are included, many of which are of covers 
which clearly reflect the usual markings for route, service and rate. This work is a 
necessity for the postal historian and anyone interested in the development of nine
teenth century international correspondence. 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01840 

$30.00 (POSTPAID) 
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ADVERT! SEMENTS 

U. S. COVERS 

My stock of covers is strong in all periods 
from stampless to modern, Alabama 
to Wyoming. 

What would you like to see? 
References, please. 

Henry M. Spelman, Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 

WESTERN HISTORICAL 
MATERIAL OUR SPECIAL TV 

FINE BOOKS PURCHASED 
Rare Books-Prints-Maps 

Robert D. Haines 
ARGONAUTBOOKSHOP 

792 Sutter 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
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"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN 
THE EATING" 

For immediate action and 
everlasting satisfaction 

sell your col lection to us 

Over thirty years of 

Happy Relationships 

with clients 

· is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
10 East 52nd Street 

New York, N.Y. 10022 

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIAL TV 

Write for my free special lists 

"THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF CIVIL 
WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS" 

By Laurence (1934) 
Beautiful new reprint - limited edition. 
272 pages, almost 3,300 illustrations
prices reali zed at sale in Appendix. 
Price, postpaid .... .... . .. ........ $24.50 

"19th CENTURY U.S. FANCY 
CANCELLATIONS" by Herst-Sampson. 
Fourth Edition 1972. 287 pages-
over 2,000 illustrations. Valuations. 
Price, Postpaid ..... .... ............ $7.50 

E. N. SAMPSON 
P.O. BOX 6488 

CLEARWATER, FLA. 33518 
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CYCLOPEDIA OF 
UNITED STATES POSTMARKS 

AND POSTAL HISTORY 

Edited by DelfNorona 

,~)(A." . ... , t.." ,;.r,, 
~~-----------------

B A L 'T' I M 0 R E. 
Sept'e"'b~r7 . 1 782. 
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As editor of the two-volume Cyclopedia, Delf Norona brought together previously published 
and new material on all aspects of postal markings and postal history as well as writing 
several of the 33 articles himself. In presenting the two volumes, originally published in 
1933 and 1935, in one 416-page hardcover book, Quarterman Publications has replaced the 
repetitive page numbering with consecutive page numbers and added a more complete table of 
contents. A new foreword by Herman Herst, Jr. has also been included. 

The Cyclopedia deals primarily with postal markings, but there is also a special emphasis 
on postal history where relevant to philatelic items. Some of the many fields studied 
include : domestic, airmail, and foreign mail postage rates; railroad cancels and western 
express franks; killer cancell ations, patent cancellations, and postage meters; used 
abroads which follow the u.s . armed forces to the Philippines, Mexico, and Europe; townmarks 
and first and last day issues of representative large cities (Boston, New York, Chicago, 
and Cincinnati, for example); revenue stamps used for postage; legislative and bureau pre
cancels; and many other intriguing and unusual markings such as Quaker postmarks and the 
Waterbury, Connecticut cancels on the 1869 issue. As modern philatelists are turning to 
many things once common, but now less frequently seen, the Cyclopedia should provide some
thing of interest to almost every specialist in United States postal history . 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01 840 

$25.00 (POSTPAID) 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

WANTED! 
COMPLETE VOLUMES OF 

WESTERN EXPRESS 
Prior to 1965 

J.L. WILCUTT 
P.O. Box 3372 

Birmingham, Ala. 35205 

COMPLETE YOUR FILES OF 
WESTERN EXPRESS 

The following are available from 
The Editor, 9877 Elmar Ave. 

Oakland, CA 94603 

1955- Vol. 5, Nos. 3 & 4 
1956-1958, Vols. 6-8 ALL 
1959- Vol. 9, Nos. 1, 2 & 4 
1962- Vol. 12, No. 1 
1963- Vol. 13, No.4 
1965 - Vo1.15, Nos.1,3&4 
1966- Vol. 16, Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4 

The above at $3.50 each, 
or the following at $3.00 each 

1967-1969 - Nos. 2, 3, & 4 
1970-1975 - A ll issues. 

WESTERN EXPRESS-APRIL, 1976 

WANTED 

ADAMS EXPRESS CO. 
COVERS 

WAX AND LEAD SEALERS 
HANDSTAMPS, ETC. 

HOWARD MILLER 
1009 Remington Road 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19151 

WANTED 

Illustrated letterheads, way bills, 
annual passes, etc. of western, 

northwestern and southwestern 
stage lines. 

Also an unused Pony Express 
special red printed frank, 
1 Od green U 40 cover and a 
Wells Fargo & Co. 25d Red, 

Pony printed on 3d pink 
entire# U 34 (143 LU3) 

JOHN FENDRICK 
45 Collier Circle 

Ridley Park, PA 19078 
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Pennsylvania Postal History 
John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr. 

· .. • FOR"' · 
i-I11"ri'BU:RG;.,"-WHEELJKG;· "8TEu:&EKVJLLB, 

•. • A.ND CI.NCIKIU.Ttl • . 
: BOUTE 7'BBOUGH H.8RJV.SBUBG, 'f.EWIS- -· 

·. . T(/JYN, HUNTIJV'GDOJ'I';-EBE.I('S-
;· . • • .. ' . ·' BUlt:G, .llJV'D BL.8IRSYlLLE. . 

.-,:-,::lllAII!L · Q9AGliSl, 
. • LZ&VJ:S '1'IDI aa.uo~~ . 

. IDAlllL w D . 
' ·_ .· ·-I'OB BBADJHG,BABRI8111JB,G, ' 

.' · ·;. POTTSVILLE, NORTIIUMBERLANQ, DANVILLE, 

. :·: . . .. · · . .MILTON, WILL'i.ll.MSPOBT, • . 
· · Geneva, Bellefonte, Phillipsburg, Meadville, 

' : , ""Waterf'ord, ~!ld Erie. . . ·I· 

. · 
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Over 10,000 post offices have exi sted in Pennsylvania at one time or another from 
July 26 , 1775 when the Continental Congress started the American postal system with 
Benjamin Franklin as Postmaster General to the establishment of the B.Free Franklin 
station of Philadelphi a on July 26, 1975. The history of all post offices , named 
stations, named branches , rural stations, r u ral branches, and communi ty post offi c e s 
is covered in the three sections of Pennsyl vania Postal History . Reflecting the stron
ger interest in l ocal county history than in that of the state as a whole, the work 
is organized along county lines. The f i r s t section contains the name of each post 
office by county with its establishment dat e, dicont inuation date, first postmaster's 
name and note s . The next section is an alphabetical list of all the f i rst postmasters 
of Pennsylvania. The final section is an alphabetical list of post offices and serves 
as an i ndex to t he more detailed information in the county list. This 576-page hard
cove r new title contain s no illustrations other than a map of Pennsylvani a showing 
county lines and the number of post offices current ly in each county. 

Thi.3 work is not only a good s t arting point f or studying the rest of Pennsylvania's 
postal history, but also an excellent r eference for those interested in genealogy 
and the state ' s local history. 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Union Street 

lawrence, Massachusetts 01840 

$25.00 (POSTPAID) 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Cash on hand January 1, 1975 . .. . . .. ... . ...... . .. . .. .... . ... . ..... .. . . . . . $4,197.58 

RECEIPTS 

Dues- 1975 
Dues- 1976 

Advertising 
Sale of Back Issues of Western Express 
Interest on Short-term Savings 

$2,040.00 
2,065.00 $4,1 05.00 

570.00 
127.60 
208.79 5,011.39 

Total Funds Available . ... ... .. ... ..... ... . .... .. .... . ...... 9 ,208.97 

EXPENDITURES 

Printing & Mailing Western Express 
Secretary-Treasurer Expense 
Office Expense 
Interphil '76 

4,897.44 
6 1.23 
40.00 

250.00 5,248.67 

Cash on Hand December 31, 1975 . . ... ............. . ... . ... .. .... . . ....... $3,960.30 

, 


	Western Express - April 1976
	Contents
	Editor's Arena
	Annual Meeting
	Index To Western Express
	Membership Dues
	Mineral Park Post Office

	Membership Changes 
	New Members
	Resignations
	Deceased
	Changes of Address

	Patron and Sustaining Members for 1976
	Contents Of A Letter Courtesy of Fred Starr
	John Charles Fremont - 1846
	Postal History Of The Colorado San Juan, Chapter IV, San Juan County, Part Two
	Eureka
	Gladstone
	Grassy Hill
	Highland Mary
	Howardsville
	Mineral Point
	Niegoldstown

	A Group Of Western Expresses
	Meek's Express
	Reed and Kendall's Express
	San Jose Express
	J.L. Sanderson's Coast Overland Mail Company
	Sanderson, Parker & Co's Express
	Seymour &Company's Express
	Hastings Express

	Shepherd' Cooper and Company's Express
	Shepherd's Express
	Wells, Fargo & Co's Express

	Silman Line
	Smith's Stage Line

	Advertisements 
	Black Jacks West
	Victoria, British Columbia To Ireland 
	Registered Letter From Las Cruces, New Mexico

	Contents Of A Letter By Stanley Piller
	Caveat Emptor
	Auction Action
	California Town Cancels
	Other States and Expresses
	Wells, Fargo & Co.

	Advertisements
	Treasurer's Report




