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EDITOR'S ARENA 

ANNUAL BREAKFAST At the traditional Sunday breakfast at the Jack Tar Hotel, May 1, President 
MEETING Basil Pearce called the annual meeting to order with 58 members and guests 

in attendance, representing nine states, from New York thru the middle west 
and northwest. Attendance would have been larger, but several put off se

curing their tickets until the morning of the event, and had to be regretfully turned away because our 
maximum commitment to the Hotel had already been stretched beyond its limit. · 

Through the courtesy of the Wells Fargo Bank History Room as arranged for by President Pearce, 
historical sets of playing cards were provided at each place. In addition early prints of San Francisco and 
Wells Fargo Bank souvenirs were carried away by lucky winners in the free raffle. 

WESTPEX '77 AWARDS Our members came thru with flying colors in the awards for WESTPEX.'77. 
Dave Beals III and Tom Alexander teamed up for the exhibit title "Gateway 
to the West" and received the Grand Award, plus the SESCAL Award fo r 
Postal History and the Cliff Horst Award for the best U.S. Don't know how 

Dave and Tom will divide a bowl, a medal and a trophy-but that's their problem! Charles Wunsch 
showed the 2nd Nesbitt issue, for which he received a Gold, plus the Marcus White Memorial Trophy 
and the Pep Thorp Award for the best in U.S. Envelopes. 

Vermeil Awards went to William Aichele for "Discontinued Post Offices of Colorado" and to Robert 
Payne for "The McKinley Story." 

Silver Awards were presented to Sam Arlen (Wells Fargo Franks- The California Gold Rush) and to Joe 
Clary (Prussian 19th Century Transit Markings.) 

A GROUP OF You may- or may not- notice the absence of the late Dr. Hertz' findings on 
WESTERN EXPRESSES early expresses. Mel Nathan ran his stories while he was Editor, and when he 

transferred the editorship to me, he gave me quite a legacy of typed pages 
that Dr. Hertz had provided. I still have enough for two or three years 

ahead. Dr. Hertz must have been a prodigious reader of the early and obscure newspapers of the western 
area, and collectors of express covers owe him a great deal for the information he has provided. His 
stories will continue in the October issue. 

J.S. HAWLEY It is rather a coincidence that Director John Drew should provide a letter 
from his collection, addressed to Jacob C. Hawley, and that our member 

J.C. Hawley forward copies of Wells, Fargo & Co.'s broadsides for publication in W /E. 

AWARDS AT 
SPOKANE, WASH. 

Member A.F. Bostwick made rather a clean sweep of the awards at the In
land Empire Philatelic Society's show in Spokane, Washington; Grand 
Award and a Gold for his "Guatemala-the Waterlow Issues," Reserve 
Grand Award, Postal History Award and Gold Medal for his "U.S. Postal 

History of Guam" and finally, a Silver for his "U.S. Postal Rates and Markings 1800-1850." All this 
topped off by the Inland Empire Philatelic Society's award for the best member's exhibit. Congratula
tions! 
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EDITOR'S ARENA (Continued) 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

New Members #672 Roger M. Baty, 924 Sharon Road, Redlands, CA 92373 
(Collects General Historical-19th Century) 

Changes of 
Address 

Dropped for 
Non Payment 
of Dues 

Re-instated 

#673 William T. Crowe, c/o Richard Wolffers Inc. 127 Kearney St., S.F. 94108 
(Collects Express, Ocean Mails, Postal History) 

#674 Charles P. de Volpi, P.O. Box 550, St. Sauveur des Monts, Quebec, Can. 
JORIRO 
(Collects covers pertaining to fur trade; N. W. & Yukon Territories, prior 1887) 

#675 Sam S. Beck, 1431 E. 6th Ave. Mesa, AZ 85204 
(Collects Arizona & N.M.; dealer) 

#676 Willard E. Baker, P.O. Box 26, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
(Collects Towns of Sonoma Co; early handstamps, flags & machine cancels of 
U.S.) 

#677 Patrick H. Murphy, P.O. Box 4356, Boulder, CO 80306 
(Collects Territorials, esp. Colorado; Western Mail in general) 

#678 Andrew R. Link, 1358 Paramount, Pocatello, 1D 83201 
#679 Stephen F. Miles, P.O. Box 887, Agana, Guam 96910 

(Collects Colorado Postal History; covers of Kansas, Nebraska, Utah & Wyo.) 

Richard Crowson, P.O. Box 615, Caldwell, lD 83605 
Steve Kovacich, 1205 Brighton, Albany, CA 94706 
Trowbridge Leavitt, 5 Oak Brook Club Dr. Oak Brook, IL 60521 
Robert Lisbeth, 6208 Long Meadow Road, McLean, VA 22101 
Morrison Wauid, 501 N. Oakwood, Lake Forest, IL 60045 
Ron Wilbur, P.O. Box 1417, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 
Karl H. Willers, 2351 Randall Road, Winter Park, FL 32789 

#101 Don Donaldson, #258 P.H. Thorp, #635 J.C. Fendrick. 

#548 H. Lund, #627 H .A. Mills 
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UTILITY USE OF SAN FRANCISCO POSTMARKS 

Did you ever wonder what happens to the particular piece of equipment that puts the date-stamp on 
your letter- when that date-stamp is made obsolete by some decision to change the type of the date
stamp? Are they destroyed-whether they be rubber or metal stamps, or whatever? 

The illustrations here suggest that they are not always destroyed or even discarded, but are sometimes 
put into use in another operation. In these cases, as records of the dates of Box Rent., Postage Due or 
Deposit. The first illustration covers a four dollar charge for Box rental for the last quarter of 1872 and 
postage due for the same period of $2.30. It is rather strange to see the double circle date-stamp used to 
show the date of the opening quarter. The postmark used on the last day of the quarter appears to be a 
single circle type, but is probably a light strike, with the inner circle not registering. This double circle 
date-stamp was used on letters from 1870 thru 1875. 

' ·"':':'?· . . , 
For Box Rent, quarter ending'./_;.· v::c · ·~ ~ ... , l87 
For Posta![e d1-"e to date - - - \cfo -3.1- . -~~ 

For Deposit to cover Posta_de to dic.c~.../ '- -

··' 
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UTILITY USE OF SAN FRANCISCO POSTMARKS (Continued) 

The second receipt is the unusual one however. A receipt for the first quarter of 1878 when James Coey 
was Postmaster. It is remarkable for the late use of the 6-cent rate date-stamp. 

For Er•.1:-Rcnt, qunrter ending 

For Posta !fe cllw to date 

-{ .. .,-
'· I 

For Deposit w cot:er Postage to accrue 

Ro<'ciYe d Pay n1.e nt, ' I 

, Olerl.:. 

(0\TERJ 



WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1977 PageS 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN 
Chapter V, Ouray County 

Part Four 

By Ray L. Newburn, Jr. 
Photography by James Young 

PLUMER 

Established May 28, 1900 Discontinued Dec. 14, 1901 

When Portland reacquired its post office in 1900, the name was already taken by a town in Fremont 
County, and the name Plumer was substituted. (See Portland). 

During this period the mail was brought from Ouray by "Special supply" .119 No postmarks have been 
reported from Plumer. 

Established Jan. 1l, 1878 
Reestablished Mar. 31, 1896 

PORTLAND 

Discontinued Mar. 25, 1896 
Discontinued Apr. 24, 1896 

The town of Portland was situated on the east bank of the Uncompahgre River, five miles north of 
Ouray, at the point where the valley begins to widen sufficiently for a bit of farming. The elevation was 
7257 feet (Ouray Quadrangle, 1955). 

Until the Utes were removed to Utah in 1881, most of the good farmland along the Uncompahgre River 
was Indian land. Portland was founded by Preston and Enos Hotchkiss as a center to supply produce to 
Ouray from what land was available.28 Crofutt described it as "one store, ranch, and a few scattered 
settlers in his 1881 edition, but by 1885 the special state census ga~e it a population of 100.32

.
105 

Portland got its biggest "boost" as a result of a classic railroad "competition" . Construction south of 
Portland was clearly going to be relatively difficult in the narrow canyon. Late in 1886 a group, which 
included railroad officials, laid out a large new townsite encompassing the village of Portland and began 
promoting it as the proper terminus for the line. The townsite was successively called Dayton, Helena, 
Ramona, and Chipeta, none of which were ever recognized by the postal service. In late July of 1887, 
after much construction was under way in "Chipeta", a group of Ouray businessmen "volunteered" 
$35,000 to help with the difficult construction from Portland on in to Ouray. The railroad not only ac
cepted but even built up the opposite side of the river from the town of Portland-Chipeta, skipping it 
entirely. 107 

With no railroad and the rapid development of Ridgway a few miles north beginning in 1890, Portland 
began to die. Jocknick says it was completely deserted by the time a new Fremont County town asked for 
the name (early 1900).28 In fact a few people have lived on the site through the present century, the vil
lage being identified on standard H .M. Gousha Co. highway maps of Colorado through 1960. And, a 
post office was reacquired briefly in 1900 and 1901, but it had to go under the name of Plumer because 
Portland was now being used in Fremont County. 

Mail for Portland appears to have been delivered to Ouray and then distributed back after sorting, at 
least before the railroad came.338

· 
69

• 
70 This probably remained true after 1887 as well, since the railroad 

was on the other side of the river. Portland is not an inordinately rare postmark, but the type seen is 
usually that of 1886-1888, the "boom" period. 

PORTLAND COLO. (3Y2) 1883/04/10-1884/?122 
CI:P,1,0:280:T;M,D,Y;S;R:G:target 



Page6 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN (Continued) 

PORTLAND Colorado. (3) 1885/12/13 
CI:P ,2,0:300,270:T;M,D, Y ;S:G;G:cork blob 

PORTLAND, COLO. (3) 1886/06/25-1888/10/14 (See Fig. 43) 
CI:P,1,0:265:T;M,D,Y;S:R;G:maltesecross 
seen in magenta early and purple late 

Figure43 

The boom period of Portland was 1886-
1888 (see text) and most known covers 
are from that period. 

Established Jan. 29, 1883 
Reestablished Apr. 27, 1896 

RED MOUNTAIN 

WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1977 

Discontinued Mar. 16, 1895 
Discontinued Feb. 28, 1913 

All of the standard references indicate that the exact location of Red Mountain (Town) wandered about 
during the first three years of its existence, many of the authors probably following Mrs. Wolle's lead.49 

Yet every actual quote is fully consistent with Red Mountain (Town) always having been located exactly 
where it certainly was from 1886 on, namely east and south of "The Knob" and astride the east fork of 
Red Mountain Creek, in a small park at an elevation of 10,900 feet (Silverton Quadrangle, 1902; Ironton 
Quadrangle, 1955). Much of the confusion has occurred because there was also a Red Mountain City, 
just to the south on the Silverton side of the divide, which was probably the popular name for the town 
whose post office was Congress (see same, Chapter IV). The post office route maps of 1883 and 1885 
and the 1885 edition of Crofutt show no disagreement with this simple explanation.37

· 
69

• 
70 Hall in fact 

states that the town was platted in June 1883.54 

Red Mountain took its name from the adjacent brilliant red peaks, the town lying in fact on the lower 
flank of Red Mountain No. 362 The town occupied the nearest reasonably levelland to the great Guston 
and Yankee Girl discoveries of 1881 and 1882 (see Guston) as well as the Congress discovery of 1881 (see 
Chapter IV). In addition the National Belle Mine right on The Knob was discovered only a few months 
after the Yankee Girl and for a number of years outproduced it. Ingersoll tells the fascinating story of 
the National Belle's discovery when a workman broke into an immense natural cavern coated with valu
able minerals. 123 

Red Mountain was at its peak from the arrival of the first train of the Silverton Railroad on Sept. 19, 
1888 until the main street of the town burned in the great fire of August 20, 1892.121 With silver demoni
tized in 1893, most of the structures were never rebuilt. By the fall of 1888 Red Mountain had some 600 
inhabitants and continued to grow until about 1890.121 Following the fire, the population fell to 400 in 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN (Continued) 

189349, 30 in 1900S5
, and 26 in 191044. 

Red Mountain bad seven different newspapers between 1883 and 189~0 and even had its own water
works.49 It reputedly had a fine fire company, but this didn't seem to help in the big fire of 1892. The 
National Belle closed in 1897 and along with other mines in the area worked sporadically from then ap
parently through 1912, the last year the Silverton Railway (Railway following reorganization in Nov. 
1904) showed any significant passenger revenue. 121 

Mail came to Red Mountain via the same Silverton to Ouray route that served Guston and Ironton, and 
once again there is no evidence that the mail ever was carried by the Silverton Railroad (or Railway). 
Red Mountain postmarks are surprisingly scarce, considering the size and duration of the offic·:!, yet 
only Mt. Sneffels, Portland, and perhaps Dallas are seen as often among the discontinued offices of 
Ouray County. 

Red Mountain Colo. ms. 1883/10127-1883/05/14 (See Fig. 44) 

RED MOUNTAIN COL. (3Y2) 1885/02/02-1888/10/19 
CI:P, 1 ,0:275:T;M,D,Y;S:G;G:target 

XXD XOUNTAIN XOXO (2Y2) 1893/11125 
CI:P ,1 ,0:285:T;M,D, Y;S:G;G:cork 
A printed corner card verifies the poor strike 

RED MOUNTAIN COLO. (2Y2) 1907/08/23-1908/04/09 
CI:P, I ,0:270:T;M,D, Y ;S:G;G;target 

RED MOUNTAIN COL 1911/05/31 
CI:P ,1 ,0:310:T;M,D,Y;S:?;?:bars 

Figure44 

The earliest cover reported from Red Mountain, 
a manuscript from the three month old office, 
is shown here, addressed to attorney Slaymaker. 

Established Oct. I, 1890 

RIDGWAY 

/~ ;;/-f<VJ-~~4~ ~.:-) 
ref-~C'Y'-, 
?~ )1-.u.-tJv>.... (!;,, 

(!~~ 

Still Operating 

Ridgway lies on the west bank of the Uncompahgre River immediately north of Cottonwood Creek at an 
elevation of 7040 feet and 10 miles north of Ouray (Ridgway Quadrangle, 1967). The town was started 
by the builders of the Rio Grande Southern Railroad at their junction with the Denver and Rio Grande 
(see Dallas). It was first called Dallas Junction, then Magentie, then Ridgway Junction, and finally just 
Ridgway after R.l\1. Ridgway, construction superintendent of the northern two-thirds of the railroad. 



Page 8 WESTERN EXP RESS-JULY, 1977 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN (Conllnued) 

(He was borrowed for this from the Denver & Rio Grande, where he was superintendent of their moun
tain divisions 3 and 4 from 1881 to 1902.)116 

The Ridgway townsite was located J une 6, 1890, the plat filed July 7, 1890 and the town incorporated 
the next spring. A Rio Grande Southern roundhouse, shops, yards, offices, and depot were built there. 
The year 1890 saw the first church built, and a large hotel, several stores, and residences were in use in 
the first year.4

•
30 In Jan. 1891 Ridgway got the first of four newspapers which operated in the town, one 

after the other, until 1926.ao In 1900 its population was 245" and in 1910 it was 37615
, a population 

which was rather stable up.til the Rio Grande Southern headed toward abandonment in the 40s. (Then it 
fell back to about 250, where it remained through 1970.) Ridgway until recently was a railroad town, 
shipping center of agricultural and mine products, and a shopping and recreation center for surround
ing farms and ranches. Today it is only the last, and that too will go, if the proposed dam is built on the 
Uncompahgre River near Dallas. 

During the period of primary concern to this study (1876-1926) Ridgway always received its mail via its 
railroads, described in the chapter introduction. 

RIDGWAY COLO. (3 + ) 1891/03/26-1891/06/08 
(See Fig. 45) 
CI:P, 1 ,0:280:T;M,D,Y ;S:G;R:small target 

RIDGWAY COLO. (3-) 1893/05/30 
CI:P,l,0:285:T;H,M,D,Y;S:G;G:cork 

RIDGWAY COLO. (2Y2) 1896/08126-1897/03/10 
CI:P,1,0:285:T;M,D,Y;S:G;G:cork 

'I 
/) I 

( 

RIDGWAY, COL,REC'D. (2\12) 1906/12/24 
CI:P, 1 ,0:285:(T,S);M,D,H, Y ;REC'D:G;G: 

RIDGWAY, COLO. (3) 1909/ 08/03 
CI:P ,1,0:3 15:T;M,D,H,Y;S:G;0:4-bar in purple 

RIDGWAY COLO. (2\12) 1910/10/21 (See Fig. 46) 
CI:P, 1 ,0:290:T;M,D,H, Y ;S:G;O:grid 

Figure 45 
Ridgway built up very fast once the Rio Grand Southern Railroad went to work, and two strikes o r the type 
shown have been reported from the first year of the office. A bit more care in opening the envelope would 
have been nice. 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN (Continued) 

A fl l'r Fi ve llay~ Heturn to 

RmG Wi\\" CREA:\IER'\' CO. 
( korJ:(e \\". Branum, 

Buttt•rnmk<>•· nml ) Jannger 

I :I JH:\\" .\ Y. \'IHA1TlAil0 

Smuggler Union M~n ine Cc . 

Te lluride, 

Co 10 . 

Figure 46 

The postmark is common, but isn't this a lovely little advertising cover from a tiny town! 

ROGER VILLE 

Page 9 

Established Mar. 19, 1883 Discontinued June 15, 1883 

The only evidence of Rogerville (that I have uncovered) is in the postal records. The office was two miles 
south of Ironton and one mile north of Red Mountain.69 This places it at the same site as the later town 
of Guston, and it was undoubtedly located at one of the major mines, probably the Guston or the 
Yankee Girl (see Guston). 

No postmarks have been reported from Rogerville. 

RUBY CITY 

Established May 17, 1878 Discontinued July 31, 1879 

There is some confusion over the site of Ruby City, some sources placing it around the Ruby Trust mine 
west of Mount Sneffels.20

• 
98 The Postal Route Maps for 1877, 1879, and 1881 and Nell's maps of 1880 

and 1881 all plainly show Ruby City some seven miles EAST of the Uncompahgre River, a bit north of 
Ouray, and apparently located on upper Cow Creek.26

• 
32

• 
33

• 
69

• 
125 Whether Ruby City was a mining 

camp or just a stop on a trail to Hinsdale County I have no evidence. 

No postmarks have been reported from Ruby City. 



Page 10 WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1977 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN (Continued) 

SNEFFELS 

Name changed to: Apr. 3, 1895 Discontinued Oct. 6, 1930 

This was a simple name change from Mount Sneffels to Sneffels after 151h years of operation. A 
complete writeup, postmark descriptions, and illustrations are given under "Mount Sneffels". 

VIRGINIUS 

Established Aug. 16, 1887 Discontinued Apr. 24, 1894 

Virginius was located at the Virginius Mine, I Y2 miles west southwest of Sneffels (as the crow flies) at 
an elevation of 12,160 feet (Telluride Quadrangle, 1904; Telluride Quadrangle, 1955). The mine was 
discovered by William Feeland in 1877 and soon sold. Development began immediately, with some ore 
taken out as early as 1878.54 

By 1881 there were three levels being worked through two shafts. During 1882, 3, and 4 the mine pro
duced 300-400 tons of ore per year containing from 50 to over 700 ounces of silver per ton, plus a great 
deal of lead." Evidently the level of effort continued to be significant, for the miners were soon down 
eleven levels (1 100 feet). By this time it was obvious that the Virginius was a true fissure vein and plans 
were made to tunnel in from the level of Sneffels, cutting the vein at the 2000 foot level. The Revenue 
Ad it, completed about 1893, tremendously increased the productivity of the Revenue-Virginius, allowing 
the ore (and water) to be taken straight down and out and finally allowing free ventilation once contact 
had been made with the upper levels. 66

'
89 The mine eventually produced more than $27 million worth 

of ore.49 

Until the Revenue Adit was completed, the Virginius miners lived in a boardinghouse right at the mine, 
which was connected with "civilization" at Sneffels only by a hazardous burro trail, and as the mine 
continued significant, it got a post office,66 which probably also served the nearby Humboldt Mine. Once 
the Revenue Adit was completed, the miners moved down to Sneffels, and the post office was closed. 

During its seven year existence Virginius was served by an extension of the same mail route out of 
Ouray that came to Mount Sneffels, although not as frequently.n. 117 One postmark has been reported. 

VIRGINIUS COLO. (3) Mar. 25, 1892 (See Fig. 47) 

Figure 47 

This Virglnlus postmark is a scarce one, 
from the shortest lived Ouray County 
post office from which a postmark has 
been reported. 

~(I(((} 

/ 

CI:P, 1 ,0:295:T;(M,D, Y);S:G;G:4-ring target 
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POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN (Continued) 

WAREVILLE 

Established May 16, 1877 Discontinued July 17, 1877 

1 have absolutely no information about this office, shortest lived of all those ever established in Ouray 
County. The Postal Route Map supposedly for 1877 in fact has no actual effective date and shows a 
number of offices not established until 1878 (Ruby City and Windham, for example). It shows no sign 
of Wareville. Any information would be most welcome. 

No postmarks have been reported from Wareville. 

WINDHAM 

Established Dec. 9, 1897 Discontinued June 20, 1881 

To quote Crofutt, Windham "is at the mouth of the Uncompahgre Canon, on the Uncompahgre River, 
three miles north from Ouray. It is a small ranch, post office, and a few buildings. " 32 It appears to 
have been located on the east side of the river about where Dexter Creek enters it. 

During the winter and spring of 1878-9 there were four post offices within ten miles, Ouray, Windham, 
Portland, and Hot Springs, but the roads were still quite poor in the canyon and the many offices surely 
welcome. Jocknick even titles his Chapter XVI, "Bad Roads to Travel in 1877 and 1878", referring to 
travel between the Ute Agency at Los Pinos and Ouray.28 

The Postal Route Map of 1879 appears to show a route back to Windham from Ouray, while the 1881 
map shows service corning sequentially in to Ouray via each of the canyon post offices then oper-
ating.33· 114 No postmarks have been reported from Windham. · 

Note: For bibliography references - see April 1977, page 17. 
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ADVERTISI:.MENTS 

U. S. COVERS 

My stock of covers is strong in all periods 
from stampless to modern, A labama 
to Wyoming. 

What would you like to see? 
References, please. 

Henry M. Spelman, Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo. Ca. 94960 

WANTED 

CLASSIC 19th CENTURY 
U.S. COVERS 

FIRST DAYS 
STAMPLESS- TERRITORIAL - WESTERN 
LOCALS- CONFEDERATES- EXPRESSES 

CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS 

For my Outright Purchase, 
Consignment, or for my Public 

AUCTION Sales 

AL ZIMMERMAN 
843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N.Y. 10462 

WESTERN EXPRESS-J ULY, 1977 

"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS IN 
THE EATING" 

For immediate action and 
everlasting satisfaction 

sell your co llection to us 

Over thirty years of 

Happy Relationships 

with clients 

is our best testimonial 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 

1 0 East 52nd Street 

New York, N.Y . 10022 

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIAL TV 

Write for my free special lists 

"THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF CIVIL 
WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS" 

By Laurence (1934) 
Beautiful new reprint- limited edition . 
272 pages, almost 3,300 il lustrations
prices realized at sale in Appendix. 
Price, postpaid ..... ...... ........ $24.50 

E. N . SAMPSON 
P.O. BOX 6488 

CLEARWATER, FLA. 33518 
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CONTENTS OF A LETTER- FROM FOSTERS BAR 

From the collection of John Drew 

This 1850 California gold rush cover addressed to Jacob C. Hawley, Burlington, Vermont has the 
circular date-stamp of San Francisco in orange which makes it difficult to photograph. It reads "San 
Francisco - May ? , 1850 - 40''. 

The manuscript "Niles Express - 50 cents paid" appears in the upper left comer of the cover. 

Niles Express was one of the early one-man expresses that operated in the California gold country. Many 
of the Argonauts would become expressmen to support their friends and partners in the mines. The fol
lowing letter states that the expressman would pick up their mail in San Francisco. 

Fosters Bar Calafornia May lOth 1850 
Mr Jacob C Hawley Dear Sir 

I take the present 
opportunity of writing to you not knowing when I shall be near any Express again I wrote you when I 
was coming up the river but had not seen much & could not give. you much news but will now give you 
all the particulars that I can Myself and comrades had a good time comeing up the river from San 
Francisco to Marysville on the Uba river We came up the bay of San Francisco Pablo bay & Suisun bay 
into Sacramento river then into Feather river & then into Uba river up to Marysville a distance of about 
225 miles We then sold our boat for 75 dollars (it cost about 40 dollars) & got our provisions &c drawn 
to Long bar by team for a distance of 14 miles for 4 cents per pound We stoped at long bar about 3 
weeks & dug some little but the claims that were worth working were all taken & we left there & came to 
this bar which is 40 miles from Long bar We paid 18 cts per pound to have our things drawn up At 
Marysville we found Edward Hursch the glass blower he had been at work on Ousleys bar but had 
worked his claim out & is with us now It is about 15 days since I arrived here & have been up the river 
about 30 miles prospecting & have made a claim on Slate Creek which empties into the Uba Our claim 
is about 30 miles from here & I have some hopes of doing something there the Gold is midling coarse 
there We often get peices that is worth 25 cts It will cost about 50 cts per pound to get our provisions 
&c packed up there but at that rate our stuff will not cost so much as it is selling for 15 miles below there 
We were the first that went onto Slate Creek but at this time there are over 100 claims taken on it 
When we went up last there was in places about 16 feet of snow & it was hard to find a spot with less 
than 6 feet When we .camped at night we built a large fire & cut some bushes & laid down on the 
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CONTENTS Of A LETTER (Continued) 

ground or snow then cooked our supper in a frying pan & tin pot then roll our blankett about us & Jay 
down for the night & sleep very comfortable The snow is going very fast & the streams will be low soon 
& the miners will have a chance to work there is but few that makes any more than their board at present 
& hundreds make less The mountains is quite high here We often go 3 miles from the river to the top 
of the bank 
The way that the miners get the gold out is with a machine called a cradle or rocker it is made like a 
cradle with rockers & has a hopper with a Sheet Iron screen where the dirt is put in then there is water 
turned on & the cradle is rocked & the dirt goes through the screen into the cradle & out the taile end 
the gold stoping in the bottom of the cradle these is riffles put in the bottom of the cradle to catch the 
gold the stones remain in the hopper & are thrown off. The way that we tell if the ground will pay for 
working is by filling a tin pan with dirt & wash it out by shaking it in the river & if there is 10 or 12 cents 
in the pan the ground is called good 
I think I have seen enough to advise those who wish to come to Calafornia tell all who wish to come to 
stay at home as they are too late I was full late enough but hope to make some thing yet 
All the good claims are taken up & a new comer must go up among the mountains & pay very dear for 
his provisions & work in the banks of the rivers here & there whilst those that were here first are farther 
down the streams making their piles Those that come here thinking to ge gold without work will find 
themselves mistaken - am not sorry that I came but should have been if I had been 4 months later If 
I get home with as much as I started with it is all I expect now but I may have the good luck to do 
better it is something like a lottery If a person hits on a good place he does well if not the contrary 
I like the country very well but I think it will never do for a farming country generaly there is very little 
timber growing between San Francisco & 10 miles above Marysville then as soon as we come to the hills 
we find oak & pine & the farther we go towards the mountains the larger are the trees & in greater variety 

I have seen pines 10 feet through & 300 feet long & hemlock very large. there are plenty of deer bears 
panthers wolves &c in the woods The Grisly bears are very large and some weight 2 thousand pounds 

at least I have been told so by old hunters & I have seen some tracks that were 18 inches long and 12 
in broad where they had been in the snow I cannot tell when I shall come back but think I shall stop 
here another season The rivers are very high when the snow is melting off but when the rainy season 
commences the rivers are high below but keep low high up on the acct of its snowing on the mountains 
when it rains farther down & does not melt of untill into May Consequently there will be a chance of 
digging on the river in the mountains in the winter & if I find a good place I may stop in the mountains 
all winter I have not had a letter from the states since I left but the Expressman that carries this down 
will get all for me that there is so if you have worte I shall get the letter in about 4 week from this time 
I wish you to write often & give me all the news tell H S White that I saw his brother here he has a 
claim on a good hues bar I see him choping a cedar log near where I camped but did not know him at 
first but began to joke with him & soon found him out he had not shaved for some time was the reason 
that I did not know him he had seen Adams & Lawrence they had gone to Deer Creek That Tailer 
Backus is a waitor in a Hotel in Sacramento City 0 Blackman as at Marysville looking for a place to 
keep store Clark Durkee of Sheldon Vt is at Marysville keeping restaurant My healt has been good 
& this kind of life agrees with me well The Indians here are the most degraded beings I ever saw they 
Jive in dirt houses & go naked eat acorns & ants & when they kill a deer they eat the entrails & all two 
men will whip 30 of them I start tomorrow for our claim Mr Zatman & Murray went up last week & 
I came down. as soon as they got there the water is too high to work yet but we are obliged to take care 
of the claim Give my love to Mother & Laura tell them that J live on Pork & Pankakes & other good 
things Tell them that I shall be back one year from this fall I think Tell Zattmans family that he ·is 
well also Mr Murrays folks 
J C Hawley I I remain yours &c George Harrington 
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WELLS, FARGO & CO. 
Letters of Instruction 

From the collection of J.C. Hawley 

-· , ·', .. 

To OuR AGE...'ITS \V HO SELL ExcHANGE : 

EXCHANGE DFPA.RTMENT, 

SAN' FRANCISCO, APRIL 8TH, 1861. 
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'I'he Semi-Weekly Overland Mllil du Los Angeles has been discontinued. On or 

about the 1st of July ne~t, it will be replaced ·-by a DAILY OvERLAND MAIL uia Sacra-

mento., Placerville, Carson ,Valley and Snlt Lake. 

While this interruption continues, we must depend upon th'e . Steamers and the 
·. ·.~ 

Pony Express, for the transmission of our Exchange Ad vices to the Bi\~tern States. 

You will continue to send us DAILY ADVICES _of Drafts sold by y'~t;, as heretofore. 
; 

A1l Drnfts which are to be forwarded by PONY EXPRESS, should be so NOTED 

in your advices. 
'•,'":··: -· .. ~ . 

\YELLS, FARGO & CO. 

Return to this Office on the 29th June att ': Pony 

Express Stamps" on hand at that time. 

Address same to . L. T. ·ZANDER, and Way Bill 

"Advanced Charges." ' 

On the 1st of July we will furnish new Stamps 

with instructions for the service, to commence at that; 

da.te. 
\VELLS, FARGO & CO. 

SAN FRANCisco, june 22, 1861. 
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WELLS. FARGO & CO. (Continued) 

'i'O (Jlit<. ACa;~n·s AND ( '.LERKS : 

GE.:-!TLE:\lE:-i :-

During the pa:;t eighteen months we have been robbed of 
...._ ___ .- --

ia<·.:;·· snms of money by :;ome of our Ageuts, nn.mely: Peter D. Hedley, late Agent at Gold Hill; A. ~·1. 

Hayden, l;tte Agent at S;lct·amento; George E. ~\.[organ, h~te C;tsbier in thia Offi~e; and W. II. Eldridge, 

btc Clerk at Collection Desk in this Office. In each c;tse the money was used and lo:;t by gambling in 

:,\Tiuin(!; St•Jcks, the bnyiu~ and selling of which they pursued with the \";tin hope of makiug sndden for

tanes or of retrie\'ing lo.sse:>, aud thus he enabled to co,·cr up their abnse of trust and confidence placed 

in tlt•:m both by the public and om-seh·e:; a3 onr Ageuts. Xow I considel' snch ::;<tmblin6 iu Mining Stod<s 

fully as lleruora.lizing as gambling at Faro, :.\Ionte, or other card games; more dangerou:'l, because counte-

Jwuc•.·i.l by the community, hut utterly inconsistent with the best interests of \\'ells, :Fargo & Co. 

If an .Agent or Clerk can afford to lose mon~y by trarling in i\lining Stocks, (and none bnt tho~e 

who c:m altorJ to lo:>e shonhl bny and :;ell them on their own private account) , .,.e cannot a.~Tord to trust 

onr J.usiness to his care. Such certainly is my lJest jnr!:-:;ment, baseJ upon my o!Jsen:ltion of men llming 

the fd.:;t six ye;ws; and this being my deliberate opinion, I gi,·e you Mtice, that if you deal in .Mining 

s~ock:; on your own a.ccouat I shall deem such <lealing Ol' g<lmhling a...:;· the election on ynm· part to .leave 

the employ. I 01ust not b~ u•u1erstood as wi:;hing to interfere with legitim:tte mining enterprise:>; for this 

is a eountry of great mineral wealth anrl resources, in the den~lopment ancl fos tering of which we huve 

clune OHI' part : l:lut I do intend, so fa.r as la.ys in my power, to put a stop to ~lining Stoek g<1mbling by 

oar A;.;ent::> and Clerks, who cannot by any po~sibility h;n-e any douhts as to the correct meaning of the 

t~nn "J:.fining Stock Garnhlin~,'' which bas certainiy ruined tbous;tnds of Clet·k;; in thi:; country during 

ti H} past five years. 

LOUIS McLA:N !~ , 

Gen'l Agt. of Well;;, Fargo & Co. 
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GLADSTONE 
Los Angeles County Ghost Town 

By Kenneth S. Greenberg 

If Haley's Comet had trailed its fiery tail across Southern California skies in the summer of 1887 many 
citizens would have thought that phenomenon was a promoter's gimic to publicize a boom town called 
Gladstone. 

Gladstone was first brought to the attention of newspaper readers in Los Angeles when the following 
half page ad appeared in the Los Angeles Tribune on AprillO, 1887: 

X 
X X 
GLADSTONE 
X X 

X 

Thereafter large advertisements with the town's name blazoned in huge letters appeared in various Los 
Angeles newspapers. 

"The lands purchased for Gladstone, newspapers stated, possess a more valuable water right than those 
of any other part of the State. The source is the San Gabriel River, which is constant in its flow, whether 
the season is wet or dry." 

Obviously, there has been a dramatic change in weather conditions since those words were written. 
Today the San Gabriel River is completely dry except during a short rainy season. 

Gladstone was located between the towns of Glendora and Azusa. The town was named after the British 
Prime Minister William Ewart Gladstone, who at that time was enjoying a period of popularity in the 
United States. 

Extravagant and optornistic articles and advertisements relating to the marvels of Gladstone abounded. 

In one newspaper Gladstone was dubbed the "Business Center of the Valley." And it was alleged that 
"Mountains of marble existed in Cajon Pass and, with the aid of the Santa Fe (RR), could be laid down 
in Gladstone cheaper than brick." 

Despite its eventual failure, Gladstone at the height of its growth actually was a fair-sized village consist
ing of four schoolhouses, three churches, four stores, several shops, a winery and a livery stable. A post 
office was establishd 12 January 1888, and remained in service until3 1 August 1892. 

' 
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GLADSTONE (Continued) 

Probably the primary reason for the town's demise was the lack of direct railroad connection with either 
of the major lines running through the San Gabriel valley. When the Santa Fe connected up with the Los 
Angeles and San Gabriel Valley Railroad, Gladstone found itself two miles south of the line. 

The cover pictured here may represent a unique surviving example of Gladstone's postal history . 

(The author is indebted to Glenn Dumke's "Boom of the Eighties" for much of the information con
tained in this article.) 
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CONTENTS OF A LETTER- Fort Yuma, Cal. 

From the collection of Douglas Gary 

Fort Yuma, Cal Augt. lOth 1873 
Well Harold 

I guess you begin to think, by my long continued silence that 1 never mean to answer your 
Letter - but not so. Before yours reached Camp Hualpai 1 was on my way here and it had to be for
warded here so you can see it was a long time on the road. It was written June 20 and I had it here July 
29th- and since then I have neglected answering it until today, but I will not be so careless in future but 
will answer your letters promptly. 

1 had good times the last Eight months in Arizona - We were situated in the Northern part 
of the Territory where the climate was splendid - just about the same as it is in California, plenty of 
good water and our Camp was situated in a nice grove of Cedars. It was in fact the finest spot in the 
whole Territory. Plenty of Indians- one was not safe a quarter of a mile of Camp. Could see plenty of 
them every day back int he mountains, but our Boys made it too hot for them. What we did not kill we 
drove off to the Southern part of the Territory and at last they have all surrendered and are placed in 
Reservations. I don't anticipate any further trouble from them at present. but it is hard to tell what they 
will do they are so treacherous. 

I was out on severalon several Scouts, went just for the fun. 1 no need to go for I was in 
the Quartermaster Department and did not have to do any "soldiering" unless I volunteered. It is 
terrible hard work fighting Indians - they will not come out face to face and fight - but want some 
ambush or some place where they have all the advantages. I was out on one trip where we killed Forty 
seven one morning "before breakfast" and only lost one of our men. We surprised them at Day Break 
and not one of them Escaped and I saw several Squaws & Pappooses lying dead. It is hard to kill the 
Squaws and Children but such is war - especially in this part of the country. 

We are here at Yuma on the Colorado River. by looking on the map you can see just where 
we are located we are just in California & that is all, for Arizona is just across the River - but I am glad 
to get out of Arizona. This is the hottest Post in the U.S . We have had it 117 in the Shade many days, 
and it is nothing to have 113, that is just an average heat, but 1 do not have to go out in the Sun. There 
is a tribe of Indians here- the Yumas who used to be the worst of any, but they are peaceable now and 
have been for a long time. Nothing grows here but Melons. the Indians raise plenty of them and the 
finest I ever saw. It is too hot for anything else to grow, but we get Potatoes, Onions and such from 
Frisco by Steamer. 

I am very glad to hear that you are getting along so well with your studies. I tell you Harold 
it was a good thing for both of us that we got out of Cambridge - keep on old Boy in the right and you 
will succeed. 1 have turned over a new leaf. Do not either or smoke and have given up all bad habits and 
have begun a new life altogether. I have gained the confidence of my officers and have a good position 
in the Quartermaster Department and get good pay and enjoy myself first rate. I tell you Harold never 
allow yourself to be tempted to take the first glass, for in that lies your ruin. Shure you may drink 
moderate for a while, but at last it will get the better of you. Shun it as you would the most deadly 
Poison. This is the advice of one who knows. 

I wrote you while at Angel Island a year ago and never received any reply. I probably left 
there before your answer came and they never forwarded it. I would surely have answered it. I would 
like very much to hear from you often & I promise to asnwer prompt. Tell your Mother I will writ her in 
a Day or Two. 

I will write you a better letter next time. I am very busy in the office today, but thought I 
could not delay writing you, any longer. 

I remain you Friend 
(agd) C. E. McNitt 
Co. G 23rd lofty. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

i-Hilfil 
'·' ...... ORGANiZA'TiON... -·· 

THE HARMER ORGANIZATION 
SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER 
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE 

CONTINENTS, CATERING TO 
THE SPECIALIST. 

- NEW YORK HOUSE -

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 

(Booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling" 
available on request) 

WANTED TO BUY - FOREIGN COVERS 

We are especially interested in 19th century 
& early 20th century of the entire world, 
but will also buy 1st flight & first day 
covers of the more modern period. 

We carry one of the largest stock of foreign 
covers and stamps in the U.S. 
Approvals sent per want lists. 

UNITED STATES 

We are also interested in buying worthwhile U.S. 
stamps and covers. Want lists also fi lled on these 
from our large stock. 

William 0. Bilden 
801 Hennepin Avenue 

Minneapolis, M iim. 55403 

WESTERN EXPRESS- JULY, 1977 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PRINTS 

BOUGHT- SOLD 

You are sure to find something 
in our large stock 

of western material 

Visit us when in San Francisco 

JOHN HOWELL 
434 Post Street 

San Francisco, California 94102 

Alan T. Atkins 

ASDA 
APS-USPCS- SPA 

- OLD U.S. COVERS-

wcs 
CSA-USCC- APC 
Phone: 5 13/831 ·6781 

PROUDLY SERVING 
Postal Historians, Collectors of 

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers. 

We buy and sell old U.S. and Confederate 
covers, manuscripts, books and documents. 

"Give Your Collection Our Best" 
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BLACK JACKS WEST 

by Paul J . Wolf 

Honolulu to Racine, Wisconsin, via San Francisco. 5<!: rate, consisting of the entire, U58 and a Black 
Jack. This is a usage during the lOth Period, Dec. 3, 1864 to Oct. 14, 1867. The rate was made up of 3<1: 
US postage and 2<1: Ship Fee. Hawaiian Inland postage, 54:, was paid in cash, as shown by the hand
stamp "Honolulu U.S. Postage Paid Dec 10" on red. The stamps were cancelled in San Francisco on 
Jan 10, NYD. The usual 4-ring killer. Unfortunately, there are no year dates to be seen, so the best we 
can do is to postulate the 1864-1867 period. 

Since it took the better part of 5 weeks for this letter to travel from Hawaii to San Francisco, it seems 
likely that it went by sailing vessel, and quite possibly there were delays or stops enroute before arriving 
at that port. 

A directive states "Per steamer from San Francisco." It would be interesting to know exactly what was 
meant. Obviously, there are no direct steamship lines to Racine, Wisconsin. Perhaps this meant Via 
Panama, by steamer to New York, rater than overland. At that time, the Transcontinental Railroad was 
still a thing of the future. 

First Class rate, lei: overpaid by two Black Jacks, (the frequently seen convenience overpayment) from 
San Francisco to Cambridgeport, Mass. Marked for transmission East "Per Steamer." The double
lined San Francisco CDS has the date Oct 19, but there is no year date. The killer is the San Francisco 
Cog, Type III. 

Clifford L. Friend's article in the January 1975 issue of WESTERN EXPRESS "The 26mm Double 
Circle Postal Marking of San Francisco" classifies this CDS as TypeD, Early, with the earliest date of 
use given as Oct. 11, 1864. But the 1864 example shown has the year date in the CDS, so this one may be 
later. 
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BLACK JACKS WEST (Continued) 

The use of two Black Jacks, 4~. overpaying the 3~ First Class rate, has engaged the attention of anum
ber of students of this issue. The unanimous opinion is that it merely represents a convenience franking. 

/ 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX 
OF NON-CALIFORNIA ITEMS 

by David L. Jarrell 

Subject January April July October 
Alaska 

Alaska-Pacific Express '53, -5 

History '65, 21-23 '64, 4-7 '64, 13-16 '64, 9-12 

Steamer Resaca '67, 10-11 

Yukon Letters '70, 20 
'7 1' 13-15 

Arizona 
Boundary Dispute '58, 10-11 

'65, 15-16 

Early History '55, 3-9 

Expresses '67, 24-25 '63, 27 '69, 32-33 '71' 11 
'72, 22-23 '68, 30-34 '76, 18-19 '74, 16 

Letter - 1882 '72, 25-26 

Naco Transit '63, 26 

Pah-Ute Co. P.O. '64 Supp. 

Prescott P.M. '62, 18 

Pre-Territorial P.O.s '56, 5-6 

Some Fakes '63, 26 

Towns '60, 15-16 
'63, 7-8 
'64 Supp. 

Colorado 
Auraria & Denver '5 1' 2-4 '65, 6-7 '71, 7 
Brecken bridge '67, 6-9 '67,3-11 
Christmas 1858 '64, 21-23 

Cora ville '70, 4-11 

Denver-Leadville, pony '72, 24 '62, 2-10 
Expresses '60, 18 '62, 2-10 '59, 6-7 

'63, 3o-32 '66, 23-24 '65, 28 
'72, 24 '68, 36-37 '75, 3-13 
'76, 3 '70, 9 '74, 19 

Fakes '72, 3-5 '75, 3-13 
Fort Garland '63, 3-17 

Georgetown '61, 26 '61' 18 
Granada '68, 15-16 
Nevada '75, 28 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX OF NON-CALIFORNIA ITEMS (Continued) 

Subject January April July October 
Postmasters' Compensation '69, 17-20 '69, 20-29 

Post Office List '61' 21 '57 Supp. 

San Juan Region '75, 3-8 '75, 9-17 '75, 5-17 '75, 17-26 
'76, 17-27 '76, 9-18 '76, 11-16 '76,9-15 ' 

Dakota 
Boundary '65, 27-28 

Expresses '63, 23-25 '64, 33-34 '65, 29-32 
'65, 23-24 '71, 14-15 

Fall River Co. p.O.s '70, 12-15 

Forest berg '75 . 23 

Lawrence Co. P.O.s '68, 22-24 
'69, 14-17 

Yancton '60, 26-27 

Idaho 
Bannock City '52, 2-4 

Boundary '65, 22-23 

County & P.M. Townmarks '56, 10-12 

Expresses '54, 3-5 '55, 4-6 '52, 3-5 
'72, 19-20 '68, 33-34 '62, 17-21 

'71, 27-28 '66, 28-29 
'73, 11 '70, 16 

'72, 27-28 
'74, 18-19 

Idaho Find Mar. '51 ,9 

List of P.o.s '52, 4-5 '64, 2-1 2 

Terminus '61, 22 

Hawaii 
Boundary '66, 23 '75, 27 
Letter, 1850 '70, 9-10 
Steamship Line '70, 5-8 

Indian Territory 
Cantonment (Fort) Gibson '70, 13-15 
Fort Reno '70, 16-17 '69, 6-13 
Fort Towson '68, 12-14 
Katy Railroad '66, 16-20 
Letter '73, 19 '69, 14-16 

Kansas 
Cora ville '70, 4-11 

Fort Riley, 1859 letter '69, 10-13 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX OF NON-CALIFORNIA ITEMS (Continued) 

Subject January April July October 

Minnesota 
Crow Wing '67, 14- 15 

Fort Snelling '66, 20-22 
'72, 7-8 

Missouri 
Cape Girardeau '68, 17-19 

Montana 
Bannack City '59, 14 '52, 2-4 

Boundary '65, 27-28 '65, 19-20 

Dillon '67, 15 

Early Mail Contracts '56, 9 
'59, 2-3 

Expresses '59, 14 '63, 25-26 '75, 21 '65, 27 
'70, 18-19 
'74, 15 

Fort Benton Road '71, 25-26 

Gold Creek '66, 11-12 

Helena '66, 20-21 '5 1, 4 
Post Office List '59, 2-3 & 

Supp. 

Red Mountain City '67, 21 
Terminus '61, 22 

Virginia City '66, 20-21 '51, 3 '51, 4 

Nebraska 
Ash Hollow Trail Mail '51, I 
Buchanan '74, 7 

Sidney '75, 19-20 

Nevada 
Border Dispute '53, 3-5 '56, 18-19 '64, 22-23 

'56, 5 '57' 4-8 '76, 7-8 
'58, 10-11 
'65, 15-16 

Expresses '65, 31-36 '59, 16-19 '59, 15 
'60, 23-25 '72, 24 

'75, 34-35 
Fort Churchill '69, 20 
Lake Bigler '56, 7 
Mail Carrier Thompson '57' 9-10 
Panaca '56, 5 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX OF NON-CALIFORNIA ITEMS (Conlinued) 

Subject January April July October 

Susanville '76, 7-8 

Truckee Meadows '63, 21 

New Mexico 
Boundaries '58, 10-11 '56, 19-22 '56, 9-15 

'64, 13-17 
'64 Supp. 

Butterfield Mail '58,6-11 

Expresses '69, 34 
'76, 18-19 

Las Cruces Registered '76, 26 

Post Office List '58, 3-11 '58, 4-9 '58, 3-8 '58, 4-6 
'59, 6-11 '58 Supp. '58 Supp. '58 Supp. 
'58-59 Supp. '59, 21 

'60, 17 

Pre-Territorial Markings '56, 22 

Santa Fe (early) '62f 13-1 4 

Santa Fe 1884 '66, 19 

Santa Fe Trail 2/51' 1-2 

Northwest Territory '61, 20-21 '60, 16-19 

Oregon 
Clatsop Co. P.O.s '70, 18-31 

Columbia Co. P .O.s '70, 21 -36 

Early History '63, 28 

Expresses '52, 5 '65, 23 '62, 21 -23 
'60, 10-12 '66, 30-31 
'64, 28-29 '70, 17 
'72, 19-20 '72, 29 

'74, 17 

Oregon Stage Co. '58, 14-17 '63, 25-27 

Multonomah Co. P.o.s '70, 12-31 

Postmark Catalog '62, 2 '59, 2-11 

Post Office list '60, 18 '59, 2-11 

Tillamook Co. P.O.s '70 Supp. '69, 4-16 

Yamhill Co. P.O.s '71' 9-22 
Umpqua City '57, 24 

Southwest Territory '61, 21 '60, 20-21 

Texas 
Expresses '66, 31-32 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INDEX OF NON-CALIFORNIA ITEMS (Continued) 

Subject January April July October 
Utah 

Border Dispute '56, 18-19 '64, 22-23 '64 Supp. 
'57, 4-8 '76, 7-8 

Breckinridge '67, 6-7 

B.Y. Express '62, 10-15 '62, 15-16 

Early History '56, 5-8 

Expresses '62, 10-15 '75, 37 '66. 26-27 
'69, 28-29 

Fort Churchill '69, 20 

Kelton '61, 33-34 

Mormon Route '66, 4-8 
'68, 5-7 

Panaca '56, 5 

P.O. List '60, 19 

Salt Lake City '62, 25 '61, 9-12 
'65, 3-13 

Silver Reef '62, 12-13 

Susanville '76, 7-8 

Washington 
Cathlumet '67, 6-7 

Cover Find '68, 18-21 

Early Post Offices '67, 22-23 '68, 10-11 

Expresses '65, 25-26 
'66, 32 

Mail Routes '57, 20 

Steilacoom City '61, 19-29 

Vancouver '68, 10-11 
Walla Walla '76, 10 

Wyoming 
Boundary '65, 27-28 

'66, 20-21 

Expresses '62, 16 '70, 18-19 
·~I, 14-1 5 

Fort Laramie '58, 9-11 
Gilmer '66, 12-16 

Green River '67, 8-12 '62, 25 

Old Bear River City "66, 12-16 

P.O. List '65, 5-14 

Sidney '75, 19-20 



Page 28. WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY, 1977 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

THE OVERLAND MAIL 
by 

LE ROY R. HAFEN 

Leroy R. Hafen's doctoral dissertation, The Overland Mail, was first published in 1926. 
Today, over a half-century l ater, it remains an outstanding account of the growth and de
velopment of the mail stage. 

In The Overland Mail, Hafen mainly focuses on the history of postal service, ocean 
mail to the Pacific coast, the pioneer monthly mails to the inter-mountain region, the 
Butterfield OVerland Mail, the Pony Express, mail service to Pike's Peak, and th~ over
land stage. He also deals with issues of general concern such as whether or not the stage
coach should take a northern or a southern route and whether or not the Post Office 
Department should be self-supporting or a pioneering agency encouraging settlement. This 
fascinating story of the overland mail is further enhanced by several drawings and a map 
of overland mail routes from 1849-1969. A new preface by Hafen has been added to this 
368-page hardcover Quarterman reprint. 

This delightful work on the "precursor of railroads" and "promoter of settlement" 
will be of interest to historians, philatelists, and anyone who has ever wondered how 
mail got delivered in the days of the wild West. 

$25.00 (POSTPAID) 

Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
5 South Uni·on Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843 
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'This issue contains a listing of the highlights of Henry Spelman's Postal History Auction held at Westpex 
on May 1, 1977. 

Prices, generally were strong, but the market for California Town cancellations was not as active as 
in the past. The Sacramento stampless collection did sell well. 

California Towns 

Butte Mills, 1860. Neat ms. pmk. to San Jose. Ms. "Paid 3d" Letter enclosed. Fine 
appearance. 

Columbia, Cal. Legible straight line pmk. with ms. date. "Paid 6" in blurred circle. 
Bit worn, neatly repaired tear. Fine 

Forbestown, Sep. 29/54, Cal. and Paid 6. All in ms. on cover to Wise. 
Interesting miner's letter. F./V.F. 

Sacramento, Sep. 20, 1849. Neat ms. pmk. "Paid 40" in ms. on interesting folded 
letter toN. Y. State. Very rare. V .F. app. 

Sacramento, Cal., Mar. 4 (1850). Excellent strike in black oval on folded letter to 
Boston. Red crayon '40'. Interesting letter. Small stain, filing creases. Fine appearance. 

Sacramento, Cal., Mar. 22 (1850). Excellent strike in black oval on cover to S.F. 
Bold black "12Vz ". Worn edges, tiny nicks, creases. Fine appearance. 

Sacramento City, Cal., Jan. 31, (1851). Fine strike in red 36mm. circle on folded letter 
to Independence, Mo. Matching small bold '80'. Closed tears, small stains. Fine. 

Sacramento City, Cal. Apr. 22 (1851). Clear to fine strike in red circle on folded letter 
to Sonoma. Fine matching '12 Vz' Small stains. Fine appearance. 

Sacramento City, Cal., Jan 19, 1859. Good to clear strike on cover to " Hon. J.W. 
Denver, Washington, D.C." Ms. "Via Tehuantepec" Letter encl. about Central Overland 
Mail Route. Rare. F./V .F. 

St. Louis, Cal. Fine strike on 1856 cover to England. Red ms. "Paid 29". Handstamped 
' 19' credit to England. Fine. 

Haywood, Cal. Neat ms. pmk. on Four Hourse Stagecoach "The Star of the Union" 
cover to Maine. 10¢ 1857 (35) pen cane. Tiny edge tears, light stains. Rare & Attractive. 

Snellings Ranche, Cala. Fine strike in D/L oval. Pair 3¢ (11) pen cane. 
Bit cut in at left. F./V.F. 

Esmerelda, Cal., Jan. 12, '63. Neat ms. pmk. 3¢ 1861 pen cane. Nice letter encl. 
headed "Aurora, Esmerelda Dist." Bit short at R, clear of stamp. Fine. 

Territo rials 

Alexandra, A.T., 5-23-80. Neat ms. pmk. on U167 to Nova Scotia. Very scarce. 
Tears, creases & stain. V.G. only. 

Ganado, Ariz. 1911. Fine strike ties 1¢ (331) to postcard. Fine. 
Signal, A.T., 2-16-78. Neat ms. pmk. on W.F. franked U164. 

Bit trimmed at left. F./V.F. 
Solomonsville, Ariz. 1899. Fine strike on U362. Earliest date reported. 

Small edge tear. F./V.F. 
Nevada, Col. Ter. (J99). Fine strike on cover to N.Y. 3¢ 1861 pen cane. F./V.F. 
Guam, Ladrone lsi's. 1901. Three fine strikes tie 2¢, 5¢, 10¢, 50¢, 1.00. Guam overprints 

(2, 5, 8, '11 , 12) to registered cover to Dresden. Light crease at top. Very rare. Fine. 
Honolulu, H. I. (M.H.234.62). Excellent strike on cover to Mass. Pair & single 5¢ (39) 

tied. Purple "Late Letter Mail (M.H. 95a) Rare & Fine. 
Clifton, Nev. Ter. 1863. Fine "square" strike in circle ties 3¢ 1861. Bit trimmed 

at right. Rare cancel. Fine appearance. 
Fort Union, N.Mex. 1868. Legible to fine strike. 3¢ grill (93) tied. Earlier than listed. Fine. 

$ 52.50 

35.00 

47.50 

725.00 

425.00 

425.00 

270.00 

260.00 

1050.00 

120.00 

500.00 

140.00 

90.00 

90.00 
57.50 

200.00 

180.00 
220.00 

1000. 00 

325.00 

125.00 
125.00 
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Camp Stambaugh, Wyo. 1875. Excellent strike in 24mm. Circle on cover to Fort 
Howard, Wise. 3¢ (147) tied by negative star. Small tears, bit trimmed at left. Fine. 

Express Covers 

J. Bamber & Co.'s Contra Costa Express. Excellent handstamped frank on U 10. 
Fine "Answer" by Bamber & Co.'s. Express, office Davis St. Between Broadway & 
Vallejo.'' Bit aged, few tiny nicks. Attractive. 

Garland's Express, Paid. Printed frank in fancy rectangle on U59. Bit trimmed 
at left, small stain, otherwise fine. Very rare frank. 

Gregory's Atlantic & Pacific Express, Forwarded by Thompson & Hitchcock, 
149 Pearl St., N.y. Excellent strike in four lines on back of 1851 folded letter to S.F. 
"Paid" in oval. Fine. 

Langton's Pioneer Express. Type 4 frank on U18 to Boston. Fine blue Langton 
Camptonville in oval. On back, "Reply by Freeman & Co.'s Express" 
in two red straight lines, and red oval "Freeman & Co's. Express, San Francisco." 
Neatly repaired. Attractive. F ./V .F. appearance. 

Pacific Union Express Co. Ribbon frank on U59 to Norway. Five 3¢ grilled (94) 
tied by targets. Clear "Havilah, Cal." pmk. All transit markings. Rare. F./V.F. 

W.F. Mark West (Ll1-9, unl.) Good strike on U58. Irregularly opened at right, 
clear of stamp. 1869letter encl. 

W.F. Port Costa, Cal. (Ll0-8). Perfect strike on U312. V.F. 
W.F. Steamboat (L2-3). Fine strike ties 3¢ (11) to unfranked cover. 

Ms. "Wells Fargo & Co. Ex.'' at top. Clean and attractive. 
Literature: Set of Western Express 

Blockade Covers 

Charleston, S.C. Apr. 5, 1864. Fine partial strike on incoming blockade 
cover. "Steam Ship" in black oval. Pencilled '12' rate, also ms. "Due 12" 
on mourning envelope. Fine appearance. 1300.00 

New Orleans, La., 15 Mar, (1862). Excellent bold strike on incoming Blockade 
cover from Havana. Fine S/L "Ship" and ms. "10" rate. Ms. "Pr. Sch. Break 
0 'Day. Interesting letter encl. F./V.F. 

Wilmington, N.C., Sep 12. Fine strike on incoming Blockade cover addressed 
to Ga. Matching S/L "Ship.'' Ms. "12" rate. Red D/L oval. "Forwarded by 
Saunders & Son, Nassau." 1863 docketing. Small tears, tiny repair. Fine appearance. 

From Richard Wolffers sale of April28-30, 1977 

1893 blue oval River Express Co. pmk on 2¢ stamped env. Paid/River 
Express/Stockton & San Francisco ptd frame 

180.00 

110.00 

950.00 

325.00 

130.00 

1450.00 

135.00 
190.00 

325.00 
260.00 

1700.00 

2000.00 

105.00 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

DON'T MISS OUR WESTERN COVERS. 
BE SURE TO GET WOLFFERS 
ILLUSTRATED AUCTION 
CATALOGS. 

We hold public actions 8 times a year and 
invariably have some interesting Western cover 
material to offer. The auctions are a good 
source of new material and an excellent check 
on current prices. You may have the catalogs 
FREE if you will drop into our downtown San 
Francisco store. If we mail it, we ask a dollar to 
cover postage. 

If you want to sell your collection, we offer 
direct purchase, private treaty or public 
auction. Whichever your wishes and our 
knowledge of the market d ictate to get you top 
dollar. 

RICHARD WOLFFERS, INC. 
Stamps and Stamp Auctions 

(415) 781-5127 
127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108 

"In the West- it's Wolffers" 

WANTED 

Covers to or from Western Canada -
Assiniboia, Northwest Territories, 
Yukon Territory, Saskatchawan, 

Alberta, Manitoba, British Colombia. 

Also covers pertaining to the 
fur trade or Indian matters. 

Prior to 1888 
With or without adhesives 

Also documents and other printed 
matter without postal markings. 

CHARLES P. de VOLPI 
P.O. Box 550 

St. Sauveur des Montes, Quebec, 
Canada JOR 1 RO 
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WANTED 

New Mexico Postmarks prior to 1912. 
Some duplicates for sale. 

FOR SALE 
Territorial P.O.'s of Colorado ... $1.00 
Territorial P.O.'s of Arizona . . . . 2.00 
Territorial P.O.'s of Florida . . . . . 1.00 

Arizona Territorial Postmark Catalog 
1976 Edition 

(by Kriege & Dike) ...... $20.00 

Dr. S. H. Dike 
1420 Carlisle Blvd. N.E. 

Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 

DR. BAKER's 
MOK HILL LETTERS 

In 1852 Dr. John W.H. Baker wrote a 
series of 51 letters from Mok Hill 
(Mokulumne, Cal) to Meridian, N.H. 
These letters were so ld in Robert 
Siegel Postal History Auction in 1972 
(Sale 412, Lot 575). I am now working 
on a monograph of this California Gold· 
mining town and I would appreciate it if 
the buyer of this lot would let me copy 
this material, buy it, or trade for it, so 
that it would be available for this re
search work. Any expenses involved in 
copying would be paid for and appro
priate citations and footnotes provided 
in the monograph. I am also very inter
ested in any other covers or letter from 
this town, up to 1865. 

DR. JUDAH LANDES 
881 Seale Ave. Palo Atlo, CA 94303 
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