
RESEARCH JOU'RN AL OF EARLY "V(TB:STERN UA.XLS 

NO. 131 VOL. XXXII No. 4 
Quarterly Publication of the 

WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 
Unit No. 14-American Philatelic Society 

Express 

Ocean Mail 

Overland 

Poet Of":fioee 

CONTENTS 

Page 

Edito r's Arena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Secretary's Report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Disclosures of a Wells Fargo Letter 
By Robert D. Livingston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

The California Expresses 
By Robson Lowe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Postal History of the Colorado San Juan­
Addendum, Part Ill 

By Ray Newburn, Jr ... . . . . . .... .. .. .. . . 15 

Lake Bigler, California 
By Basil C. Pearce. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Where is West San Jose? 
By Warren Wagener . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Advertisers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6, 29, 30 

-

OCTOBER 1982 

Terri to rial 

Statehood 

Postal Rates 

Postal History 

Annual. ~ues in Society: Patron $30.00; Sustaining $20.00; Regular $15.00 
Advert1s1ng rates, per issue: Full page $35.00; half page $17.50; quarter page $10.00 
Address all communications to Editor, Everett Erie, 9877 Elmar Ave., Oal,(land, CA 94603 



WESTERN EXPRESS-OCTOBER 1982 

Stamps that ar(' nc,·a pcacealolt<-The 
,\.ar:;:. 

A temperaJ)<:C l ucal ity - ;o-;o\m: l'ort, )\e" 
Oren ada. 

EDITOR'S ARENA 

'Yiwt stalll ) • · is~uin~ cou ntry" ill form u 
: )!il-l"o lllltll~ },_, tll'v)')•ill~ tltc tlr~t kttcr ? 

·•B -Oii,·in. ' ' 

Hnssia wa11 t,; Kanj<". in l'tll'~il. tu u,t' n~ 
a 11~\':ll ,, tnt w a. Tlt,· IJil t'~t ion Jl(o\4' i ; : 
h lllljt' ,J., i t ~ 

You \\'Ouhl naturally (•X J•N't t hat po~t · 
olltce clerk$ \\'ClUI <l ])I) ~l'('atly >tuck UJ• - t lwy 
handle so IIH\1 1,\' s ta lnJ» durin,; tl11· ,Ja,·. 

,\'1 · 1 t tl t · t' :\IHOI\1' ti ll' tl o?:t l't'S I t•h iltlrcn m til<• w o rl.t 
\1(' l S UlliJ>S ll l ' l ' IC 11\ 0S 1\J\Cil'll : o 

A t . . an• St>noo: t•f th•: little Oil<' Ill' i11 the north· n 1gua. 
\\'l'•tl'rn J•nrt <•i .\ iri t·a --Tit~·'· nr.· :,\l orocco 

\\'hat sort o f tico tlo plulatd ist -; )ll'eft' r? kid~. · 
l<nra- t ies. 

'\"hat bonds do 110 t rC)•rE'•t' nt any ,-alue ~ 
Y agn--Lontls. 

E xpensive 1-au,Jwichc- - Thc· first issne 
li <•nolnl u s ta ut ps. 

.. H"" lli'P (·OII t•(' t ioll$ t •> ·<ln ~- , .. a,kf•l a 
m an <'i n hill l'Oill't:to r. •· ;-; J,,"·- , . .,1'.\ ' olow. 

L':u.·t t'H'n ct•lle<:t my though t ~: -- wa< t he 
rcpl~· . 

Tltt: ch ~<·ki E:st strmqo;.; nrc, no donut. the 
Alsact. tAll sns~. 1 

Th~ countcrfl·i tt·r 110 rn:ttH·r· wht·r ,· ht> 
:.!''(" . i ~ ;,...Jtlom w~o-11 ),.,J;;etl . At h·~.•t it i ~ 

bdi(•\'(•ll that whE-I'c?\'t-r h(;' i'5 . h l"" kt~ \JnU 
~ingn lar. hut when money is close· it i• all 

the harolcr to get lit it. 'tll:trtCI's. 

The above is taken from T H E 

Page 1 

Two IJ< •y.s were in the )'O~t-oll in· I<J;tl.' tb ('r. 
O ut• o :· tl u·m, poiutiu;; to a 'mall ~ i~11. ~~i·l : 
•· Tloat '" wh~t I tlu wh £ou m~· IH•otl,.·r louxts 
IllY £-l\1',- t.t:TTt:J: P.(l:\: : " 

•· H.w <: yuu a ('aliiol'll ia ~lu .: ~-- a 'i~i ti ng 

no~t ,ttl :\umi~tuatist a~kt•\} CJUf• hi Vl1 1 th •a l· 
t:t'~. •• :\ '-' : l•ut I -.·an s in,.: yhu in t 'ali ttJrnh• 
• tyl l.'. · l't•J•Ii('•l t lu: tl.,alt-r . 

• \ '·dte~tl1nt" ~o11.; ju>t 111111 1~ •·Tit<· 
Letter That He Lou;,-etl Fur :\,.,.,,. l'uuu:.'' 
Th~ )•(!1'$011 whn S('ll t it prul,:tl ·l~ · ]• Itt 1\11 ino· 

' 11tCll iak·<h-lil·(' r','' St :\lll)• 0 11 it. 

, Why is n tiue \I'OIIIlln l ik<: 11 locroJuoti\'e ~ 
: 1\ccausc she. dra\\·s a tr'aiu aft c:· loc·r. »Cattcr·M 

1 tlttl si•arks, tran$]>ort.;; tire 111 nil'i f malch) :uul 
, mnkes us forg E'! t ime nnd spu~~-

J " ' hen d(l/•·· are t<~o ol•i. fr·u it \'ettde:r·s 

~ g enerally cnst them oft' ; n t·oiu tlE·a lt l' never 

I throws bis aw:ty, as his <lfJ.I•.• 1\re ne\' er too 
Ctltt for hirn. The more nncient, the hNl\:r. 

\\' !tnt ~ tanop-is~nin~ co uutry hn~ th" la r · 
~e~ t tq •petite;' Hn11g~r~·. 

••1 do not e t•llt·<:t sta ttlf':o, ncJ\\', " r~ 111:u k ~\t 

:.'\ ~lli u, "but J:ur!J;, .. ,),,.,,,'· 

(i 't ~· . ·1:: f- ft: t· nt: a~ ~j f:.., ,~ ~~~- ~tt- cl,·· ~ l; ~ r-j. \!v. " "",~, ""'-· ~ lfiiii/W ·• Jl>. • ~ ·"- J;. ~ .~ 'K· ~· ~~~ . ' ~ ~ ·,. ~ ~ ., .. . ~ . ~ 

--·----- --· - - -·-----
\ ' OJ, X. SA:\ FltA~CI:-iCO, 1888-89. Ko. ':!1 .. 

..-~·-- ·--·-

to give you a sample of the humor of the late 19th Century, E. F. Gambs of 234 Montgomery Street (later 
89 Sutter St.) San Francisco, was the publisher and distributor of this free booklet - and there were no 
other advertisements to help pay the cost. 

Gambs was a well-known dealer (in coins as well as stamps) and in this issue was pushing the "Young 
America's Postage Stamp Album" which "contains 103 pages and is handsomely bound, printed in red and 
blue, on heavy white paper," and "is brought up to July 1, 1888, and contains spaces for all the late issues 
... Cochin China, The Gambia, Magdalena, Guanacaste, Selangor, New Republic, South Bulgaria, etc." 
And the price - "Boards, half cloth, 30c, postpaid 35¢," or "Cloth magnificent gilt, 50¢, postpaid 55¢." I 
remember stopping at his office to pick one up ... but wait a minute, I'm dreaming. The Gambs era WAS 
before my time. 

CORRECTIONS The July issue carried a few slip-ups in the matter of proper credit for illustrations 
. used. The credit line on page 3 belongs to the photo on page 4. The photo on page 

3 IS courtesy of the Wells Fargo Bank History Room. The map on page 27 was supplied by Basil Pearce. 
And the story continued on page 27 is NOT "Wells Fargo Dog Tales, continued." 
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EDITOR'S ARENA (Continued) 

SESCAL 1982 October 15-17 are the dates for this fine annual show. This year the American Air 
Mail Society is holding its convention in conjunction with the show, and there will 

be special meetings of this group. But all of this extra activity shouldn't preclude the traditional Friday 
luncheon for WESTERN COVER SOCIETY members, in the Ambassador Hotel. Your editor will be . 
there with some application blanks! 

ROCPEX As an aftermath of ROCPEX '81, which was held in Taipei last October, the 
TAIPEI '81 Director General of Posts, E. K. Chein has made available, a magnificent 700 

page book "Prize Selections from the ROCPEX TAIPEI '81." The title clues you 
to the subject, but not to this remarkably unique publication's use of full color reproductions of these 
"prizes." Over 400 pages are needed to illustrate the many high class entries in this exhibition. The text is 
bi-lingual Chinese-English. Only 10,000 copies were printed in March of this year, and they are available 
at NT$ 800.00 each, plus postage, thru the Director General of Posts. 

AIRMAIL Another outstanding publication is "Air Mail, an Illustrated History 1795-1981," 
by D::>nald B. Holmes. This large book of 245 pages resorts to color for illustration 

of the stamps and covers pertinent to the history. The dramatic black and white photos of aviators, per­
sonalities and events include many never before published, and are a treat to the airmail collector and the 
aviation buff. The book is available thru Crown Publishers, 34 Englehard Ave., Avenal, N.J. 07001, for 
$29.75 plus $1.70 postage. 

EXTRANEOUS 
MATERIAL 

If you have read this you are perhaps wondering if your Editor has forgotten 
that things Western should be the topic in Western Express. No, it is just that your 
Editor has had such varied interests over his many years - and thought it not 

undue license to mention some of the worthwhile events or publications outside the sphere of Western 
Express. 

New Members 

Change of 
Address 

SECRETARY~ REPORT 

#784 - Norman J . Neary, 1255 Post St., Suite 510, San Francisco, CA 94109 
(Collects Express, Towns, Territorials). Sustaining member 

#785 - Ronald Drotman, P.O. Box 4335, Las Vegas, NV 89127 
(Collects Wells Fargo Express covers) 

#786 - Mark Polland, 1662 Manitoba Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 
(Collects California Towns) 

#787 - Warren Wagener, 1562 Chambers Drive, San Jose CA 95118 
(Collects CA counties - ALA, San Mateo, Santa dara and Tulare) 

#788 - James E. Smalldon, P.O. Box 1022, Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(Collects Californiana, Express ephemera) 

#789 - Richard H. Salz, 60 - 27th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94121 
(Collects Canal Zone) 

#790 - Larry Cherns, 6 Arvona Drive, St. Catherine, Ont. Canada L2T 304 
(Collects 19th Century covers with contents; gazeteers and maps) 

Donald Grantham, P.O. Box 4160, Carson City, NV 89702 
Norma L. McCumber, P.O. Box 84499, San Diego, CA 92138 
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DISCLOSURES OF A WELLS FARGO LEITER 
Robert D. Livingston 

Page3 

Over a decade of rivalry in the 1850s and 1860s characterized the relations between Wells, Fargo & Co. 
and Downieville's Langton family. A recently uncovered letter reveals a degree of cooperation; a Langton 
family tragedy which illuminates the demise of Langton's Pioneer Express; and an interesting sidelight on 
Wells Fargo's surprising entry into a new field. 

After the accidental death of Samuel W. Langton on August 24, 1864, his wife continued to operate the 
Pioneer Express with his brother, A. T. Langton, serving as superintendent and manager. On November 21, 
1865, Mrs. Langton sold the business toP. A. Lamping, a Downieville banker, without consulting her 
brother-in-law in advance. A. T. Langton stated that he "considered it a very unceremonious affair and 
that he had not been treated right in the premises, especially by the parties advising and making the sale, 
as well as by Mr. Lamping himself, who had given his word that he would not purchase before conferring 
with the Superintendent."1 It is likely that Mrs. Langton lacked confidence in Alexander Thomas Langton 
(familiarly known as Tom). As later events would show, she probably had some justification. It is also 
possible that her sudden sale of Langton's Pioneer Express caused him considerable mental anguish which 
aggravated an earlier condition. 

Tom Langton began with a bright future. He and his new bride, Rebecca, left their home in Washington, 
D.C. to join brother Sam in Downieville in 1854. Tom soon opened a bookstore, and sponsored the publi­
cation of Kuchel & Dresel's view print "Downieville, 1856." Business prospered at the Downieville Book 
Store. Tom advertised occasional clearance sales, and, in December 1858, added a circulating library to 
lend works of history, science, theology, and fiction for one dollar a month.2 

Difficulties soon arose. Tom became abusive, and spent a few days in the spring of 1859 and summer of 
1860 in the State Insane Asylum at Stockton seeking a cure. Pressures increased. Many gold towns declined 
in the 1860s, as placer miners moved on. Tom probably needed the extra income from the express business 
to support a wife and three children. Sam's death in 1864 added stress, as Tom now had to supervise the 
far flung regional operations of Langton's Pioneer Express. 

Finally, in November 1865, his violence toward Rebecca became public. It undoubtedly influenced 
Mrs. Sam Langton's sale of the express toP. A. Lamping, and forced Rebecca to insist that her husband 
move out. In early 1866, the public learned that the book store was no more. Tom had "commenced to 
close out his merchandise, having changed his business to a mining and General Commission and 
Collecting Agency." He also advertised he was resident agent of the Travelers Insurance Company.8 

In May, Tom began another sojourn at Stockton. 

Later in 1866, William E . Hale, traveling agent for the Mutual Life Insurance Company, arrived in 
Downieville to solicit business.4 At that time he would not have encountered Langton, who was away on 
one of his periodic absences from the community to reside in Stockton. Hale had been associated with 
Wells, Fargo & Co. as early as June 1862 at Gold Hill, Nevada, 5 and, after his interlude with the insur­
ance company, returned to the Carson City office in in 18676 Wells Fargo decided to use Hale's expertise 
in insurance. 

On February 10, 1869, Wells Fargo & Co. commenced a new activity. It publicly announced it had 
become General Agent for the National Life Insurance Company.7 William E . Hale managed the depart­
ment. A circular advised: . "It is expected our agents and employes will take as much interest in this new 
branch of our General Business as in other branches, and endeavor to make it a success." Added com­
pensation provided encouragement. They were to receive the following commissions on tables presented: 
3 percent on all single payments; 5 percent on 5 year policies; and 10 percent on all other policies.s 

Hale looked for representatives as he expanded business. Perhaps he had met Tom's younger brother, 
John C. Langton, on his visit to Downieville. Now John resided in San Francisco, working for an insur­
ance company .. 9 Hale sought out John. and in consequence of his recommendation, appointed Tom 
Langton traveling agent. Not only had Wells Fargo acquired the Langton family express business after 
Lamping's short-lived venture, it now employed a Langton. 

Obviously, Hale did little checking on Tom Langton, and rumors soon came to his eats. He wrote the 
following letter to ascertain the current mental condition of his appointee: 
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DISCLOSURES OF A WELLS FARGO LEITER (Continued) 

W/E~~L· ~a ~"'~~~• sf> ~~.,., n . ·~· _,,~~ .~-~'U:~ ~ ~~-!-

INSURANCE DEPARTMEN"f, 

Gm~ral Agents for the Pacific Coast of the 

CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000 & 

J. W. Orear, Esq. 
Agt W. F. & Co. 
Downieville 
Dear Sir: 

~n §Jic.incMco/.---'~:...~-..:CZ::...,.:· , ~=/ <fl6j" 
San Francisco May 6th, 1869 

Some days ago I appointed A. T. Langton Traveling Agent for the 
National Life. Ins. Co. of which Wells, Fargo & Co. are General Agents. 
I have since learned that he is the Langton that was crazy a year or two 
ago. Before appointing him, his brother J. C. told me that he thought he 
would make a good agent, not saying anything about his being once crazy. 
I wish you would inform me of his action - if he has any indications of 
being crazy. Let me know immediately and greatly oblige. 

W. E. HALE 
M~nager 

Insurance Department 
Wells, Fargo & Co.10 

Tom's mental problems were no secret, and Hale could have learned about them without much difficulty. 
Tom was at the depth of his fortunes. He spent much of the time from 1866 to 1868 at Stockton, and 
Rebecca filed suit for divorce on January 12, 1869, and won judgment July 22.11 No known copy of Orear's 
reply or knowledge of Hale's action has come to light, but perhaps it does not matter. Wells Fargo's Insur­
ance Department did not long continue, as its manager soon accepted the position of cashier at the Wells 
Fargo office in Sacramento.12 

Both Tom Langton and William Hale found success in the 1870s. Tom's final release from Stockton on 
December 31, 1874, marked his cure, and he regularly registered to vote in San Joaquin County thereafter.13 

However, Tom did not leave the Insane Asylum for many years. As Major William Downie, founder of 
Downieville, noted, Tom had "so far recovered as to hold . . . an official position at that institution. " 14 From 
1875 to 1892 he served in positions ranging from assistant steward to bookkeeper.15 His personal relations 
also improved. Tom and Rebecca still loved each other, and re-married June 21, 1876.16 After Tom left the 
employ of the Asylum, the couple lived with their son William, a printer in San FranciscoY until Tom's 
death in 1892 or early 1893. After years of frustration, Alexander Thomas Langton was able to enjoy a 
normal life for many more years- a happy ending to the situation disclosed in Hale's letter. 

After leaving Wells, Fargo & Co. in 1872, William E. Hale attained much public acclaim in other 
endeavors. He became active in the stock brokerage business in San Francisco. As a long time resident of 
Oakland, he won the election for sheriff of Alameda County in 1884 and for two additional terms. In 1891, 
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DISCLOSURES OF A WELLS FARGO LETTER (Continued) 

he received an appointment by the Board of State Prison Directors to become warden of San Quentin. He 
retired from that position in July I 899, on account of poor health, and died in his Oakland residence a 
year later.' ~ 

Little did William Hale realize that a concern about Tom Langton expressed in a lettter in 1869 would 
provide readers over a century later with the probable reason for the end of Langton's famous Pioneer 
Express. The two principals led far different lives- one beset by years of tragedy and the other enjoying 
continued success. In later years. both could be proud of their accomplishments, while Wells Fargo, the 
company which brought the two briefly together, went on to achieve greater success in its primary fields of 
banking and express. 

(For further reading on Wells Fargo's relations with the Langtons and the sale of the Pioneer Express, 
see Robert D. Livingston, "Lamping & Co.'s E xpress: A Short-lived Venture'' Western Express January 
1982; "Langton versus Wells Fargo'' Western Express April 1982.) 

FOOTNOTES 

'Downieville Sierra Advocate, January 13. 1866. 
z HughS. C. Baker. ''The Book Trade in California, 1849-1 859," California Historical Society Quarterly 

30 (December 1951 ). 360. 
3 Sierra Advocate, March I. 1866. 
·• Ibid., October 13. 1866 . 
. ; General Cash Book, Wells Fargo History Department. 
n Letter dated October 29, 1867, Robert D. Livingston collection. 
' San Francisco Daily Alta California, February 17, 1869. 
s Circular, "To Our Agents," February 10. 1869, Wells Fargo History Department. 
n San Francisco City Directories, 1867 and 1868. 

'(> Robert D. Livingston collection. 
'' Sierra County Recorder's Office. 
12 Sacramento City Directory, January 1, 1871. 
u Great Registers for San Joaquin County for 1882, 1884, and 1890. 
,. Major William Downie, Hunting For Gold (San Francisco: The California Publishing Company, 1893), 

259. 
'~ Stockton City Directories,1876, 1878, 1881,1883-1884, 1884-1885, 1887-1888, 1891, and 1893. 
16 San Joaquin County Recorder's Office. 
" San Francisco City Directory, 1892. 
' ·~ Oakland Tribune, July 12, 1900. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

MARIN COUNTY (CALIF) 
COVERS 

WANTED 

For my personal collection 
What do have to offer? 

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo, CA 94960 

HARMERS 
I nternational 

SINCE 19 18 THE PREMIER 
AU CTIONEERS TO THREE 

CONTINENTS. CATERING TO 
THE SPECIALIST 

AND GENERAL COLLECTOR 

HARMERS OF NEW YORK. INC. 
6 W est 48th Street. New York. N.Y 10036 

NEW YORK - SAN FRANCISCO - LONDON - SYDNEY 

FOR SALE 

Arizona Territorial Postmark Catalog 

Completely Revised Third Edition 
(1980) . . .. $20.00 

WANTED 

Arizona and New Mexico Postmarks 
prior to 1912. 

Dr. Owen H. Kriege 
98 Beech Woods Dr. 
Madison, CT 0~443 

OLD and RARE 

BOOKS and PR INTS 

BOUGHT - SOLD 

You are sure to f ind something 

in our large stock 

of western mater ial 

V ISi t us when 111 San Franc1sco 

JOHN HOWELL 

434 Post Street 

San francisco, California 94102 
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THE CALIFORNIA EXPRESSES* 
(Continued) 

By Robson Lowe 

THE SOUTHERN MINES 

Page 7 

This area was the easiest for the prospector to reach and the first mines were opened up there, although 
well south of the site of Marshall's original find of gold near Coloma. 

The Southern Mines were not situated in mountainous country, except in the upper reaches of the 
Calaveras, Tuolumne and Merced rivers. The area containing Mokelumne Hill, Angels Camp, Chinese 
Camp and Quartzburg contained the foothills bordering on the valley. T he Mokelumne River forms the 
northern boundary of this area, with Mokelumne Hill the last town south of the river. Volcano and Jackson 
being served from Sacramento. The town of Sonora was the headquarters of the mining area. 

CA.lAV\.AAS p ..... 
\ 

"llu.~ bu$c town was Stockton and the northern boundary the Mokelumne River which ran 
north to Lodi and Mokelumne Hill. Today, State Route 49 covers tbe road from Plymouth 
to Mariposa. The towns whose names appear in capital letters bad post offices in 1851. 

Mention has already been made of the pioneer expressman, Alexander H . Todd, whose original state­
ment is in th~ Bancroft Library in Berkeley. California. In this he describes Stockton, the base town for the 
S:mthern Mines, as it appeared to him on his arrival in July 1849. "There was only one wooden building 
in Stockton at that time, but most of the town was of canvas tents, and every other tent was a gambling 
house or whiskey mill." 

Todd's main otlicc was at Stockton and his service went as far north as Jacksonville (near Chinese Camp) 
and Mokelumne Hill and covered the complete mining area south. The principal merchant in each town 
was Todd's agent and he had several offices of his own with clerks in his employ. Todd commented that on 
the road the expressman bore a charmed life but he was robbed three times by his clerks, $70,000 in 
Stockton, $50,000 in Mariposa, and $40,000 in Mokelumne Hill. 

*Reprinted from TH E PHILATELIST 
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THE CALIFORNIA EXPRESSES (Continued) 

Todd recorded two other adventures which should be recorded. Travelling from Stockton to Sonora he 
came to Knight's Ferry where the river was too high and strong for the ferry to operate. Todd urged his 
horse into the river, clung on to his tail and crossed safely. 

On another occasion, in April 1851, the Presidents' Message arrived in San Francisco by steamer on 
Saturday afternoon, after the steamer for Stockton had left, and the next was not due to leave until Monday. 
Adams & Co.'s Express sent off a messenger in a row boat and kept watch on Todd, who put them off the 
scent by going to the theatre while his partners packed the mail. Later Todd took a boat to Oakland and rode 
through the night, reaching Stockton at 2 a.m. on Sunday morning. He delivered the message to the printers 
and then rode on to Mariposa, returning in three days, and meeting Adam's messenger on his outward 
journey but forty miles from Stockton. 

EXPRESS ENVELOPES FROM THE SOUTHERN MINES 

Freeman & Co.'s Express. Vallecito (now Vallecita) is between Angels Cawp and Murphy's. 
Pa~ific Express Co., operated by the employees of Adams & Co.'s Express after the failure 
of the latter in February 1855. Shaws Flat is a few miles northeast of Sonora. All these 
companies operated over a lal'ge part of California. The covers illustrated are from the 
Basil C. Pearce collection. 

Another forty-niner expressman in this area was W. C. Randolph who founded a company to run a train 
of Pack mules from Stockton to Mariposa County organizing an express service with letters and parcels 
collected from the Stockton Post Office. Randolph's charge for carrying a letter was $1 .50 while his freight 
rate for provisions was $1 a pound. 

There were two other express services based on Stockton in 1849 one of which was operated by William 
Ballou, whose services in British Columbia, nearly a decade later, made his name well known to collectors. 
For a short while he operated from Stockton to the Southern mines but at the end of the year sold out to 
Adams & Co. and moved North where he went into business with Samuel Langton, of whom there is more 
to write in a later chapter. 

The other service, Maurison's Express, operated from Stockton, to the Stanislaus Mines in the neigh­
bourhood of Ceres and Turlock. Alas I know nothing about their history. 

Before mentioning some of the later companies it may be as well to summarize such express companies' 
rates in 1849 as are known to us. 

W. C. Randolph: Stockton to the mines $1.50. 
A. H. Todd: San Francisco to the mines $2.50 (1 oz. gold dust). 
W. Ballou: Stockton to the mines $4 (a thimble full of gold dust). 
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TilE CALIFORNIA EXPRESSES (Continued) 

Todd dominated the area in 1850 and for the first part of the year had a partner, Benjamin L. Bryan, 
and their frank reads "Todd & Bryan's Express." In Stockton, Todd & Adams had their offices in the 
same building. By July Bryan had left and E. W. Colt became Todd's partner in "Todd & Company's 
Express." In October 1851 the company sold out to Newell & Colt and became ''Newell and Company's 
Express" who subsequently became the agents at Stockon for Adams & Co. 

Todd immediately formed a .new company with Angevine Reynolds and two others and ran "Reynolds, 
Todd & Company's Express" which was sold out to C. A. Todd in April 1852 when it became known as 
"Todd's Express/' In September 1853 the company was bought out by Wells, Fargo & Co. 

The later express companies in the area are best considered under routes, although the reader is reminded 
that this list is only representative anc not exhaustive. 

From Stockton to Sonora 
1850-55 Brown & Co.'s Express via Murphy's Camp. 
1850 Bum's & Co.'s Express. 
1850-51 Hamilton and Kelley's Express. 
1851 Newell & Co.'s Express. 

There are a few comments to make. William A. Brown was at first an agent for Reynolds Express and 
when he started his own business in March 1850, he linked up with Todd & Co.'s Express at Stockton. 
Shortly after he changed his allegiance to Newell & Co. and through that firm, with Adams & Co. Brown's 
service was efficient but he was shot and killed by a defaulting employee in April 1853 and his business 
was taken over and run by Adams & Co. until February 1855. 

Burns, whose forename is unknown, was the only expressman known to default with his clients' "dust." 

From Stockton to the Lower Tuolumne and Merced Rivers 
On the map this is the Ceres and Turlock area. 
1850 Billings & Co.'s Express. 
1 850 Keeler's Express. 
1851 Francke Buckingham's Express (connected with Todd). 
Buckingham took over Billings' service. 

From Stockton 
to Calaveras County: 1852 Raphael's Express. 
to Coulterville: 1852 D. Jacob's Express. 
to Hills Ferry: 1854-55 Marvin's Express. 
to Mariposa: 1853-54 G. W. Stelle's Express. 
to Copperopolis: 1861 Copper Mines Express. 

There were other towns where express companies had their headquarters and chief of these was 
Sonora. Before Reynolds became a partner of Todd's he was running the Sonora Express to Stockton. 
A J. Snow ran a local express to all the surrounding camps in 1854 and shortly after Clough & Boyer's 
Express set up a competing service; it is believed that both closed in 1855. In the following year H. W. 
Morgan's Express ran to Robinson's Ferry* and A. C. Yoacbam's Independent Express to Coulterville. A 
longer run to San Jose was operated by M. H. Hoy's Passenger Express in 1857. There remained two other 
expresses which operated in the next decade from Sonora: 1860 J. F. McFarlane's Express to Mono Lake 
near the boundary of Nevada and M. Goldie's Pony Express which followed a similar route in 1864. 
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Following the opening of more mines in the late fifties a number of small companies opened their head­
quarters at San Andreas including Denig's Pony Express to Calaveras and Greasertown 1857-63, Loben­
stein's Pony Express 1858-59 over a similar route including Old Gulch, Charles A. Lat:mer's Pioneer 
Express 1860, Lloyd's Express 1862, both of which covered the same area, and Love's Pony Express which 
ran to Robinson's Ferry in 1865. 

William M. Denig started his express in April 1857 from San Andreas, connecting there daily with the 
arrival of the Stockton stage, and running to Old Gulch and Calaveras. He first operated alone but subse­
quently employed other riders, extending his run to Cave City on Saturdays. In 185 8 he developed his service 
to Petersburg, Greasertown and Central Hill. 

E. Lobenstein was a stationer, bookseller and expressman advertising to deliver his wares anywhere in 
the San Andreas area and Caliveritas (Calaveras) and Old Gulch; on Saturdays he ran to Cave City, 
Mountain Ranch and El Dorado Mills. His service lasted for two years. 

Other small companies operated for short periods including 
From Hornitos south to Visalia: 1857-59 Heston's Express and U.S. Mail. 

Thomas M. Heston was an employee of the Pacific Express Company from 1855 and in 1858 started his 
own weekly stage line from Hornitos to Visalia via Fort Miller and King's River. In 1859 his stage coach 
capsized at Mariposa Creek and two of the horses were drowned. Heston became an assembly man in 1860 
and sold his stage line toW. L. Hice. 

Locally around Columbia: 1854-55 A. C. Hunnewell's Miners Express. 
From Angels Camp to Robinson Ferry 1855 Bacon's Pony Express. 
From Murphy's to the Calaveras County camps: 18 55 Palache and Strange's Express. 
From Dry Town to Sutter Creek: 1853 Burt & Co.'s Express. 

As far as the references I have been able to read guide me there were only two services that ran from the 
north, Robinson & Co.'s Express which ran in 1852-53 from Sacramento via Dry Town, Plymouth, Jack­
son, Mokelumne Hill to Murphy's and then turned west through Stockton and San Francisco; and based at 
Volcano was Handford and Downes Express which linked up with other expresses to the south. 

* * * * 
Those who have read the notes above will have noticed how the number of expresses dwindled in the 

late fifties. There were two reasons. 

Firstly, the giant Wells, Fargo & Co. gradually absorbed and employed the small companies. Secondly, 
the appalling inefficiency of the Post Office in the mid-fifties was only gradually succeeded by a better service, 
although Wells, Fargo carried mail until 1895. Thirdly, trails became roads. 

When the gold rush started, the first prospectors used the animal trails. These became the lines followed 
by the Pack Mule expresses. A pack ·mule express could comprise a belled lead-mare ahead of a string of 
fifty loaded pack mules. As business increased a pack mule string increased to as many as a hundred and 
fifty animals at times with two mounted men for each fifteen mules, the boss packer riding ahead. 

During the sixties, freight wagons took the place of the pack mules. Roads were built and maintained by 
private enterprise who charged a toll for their service. There are many stories of the adventures of the pack 
mule and the freight wagon, but to close this chapter I have chosen one about the small village of Columbia, 
north of Sonora, which I heard in 1926 from a man named Ritchie. 

In the fifties, the capital of the state of California shifted from one town to another and, at varying times, 
Benicia, Monterey and Sacramento all held the honour. Columbia had a population of 15,000 and desirous 
of being the new capital produced a petition signed by some 5,000, which two of their townsmen were 
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instructed to deliver to the State Legislature at Sacramento. The two men rode to Stockton, but being well 
supplied with funds, celebrated their adventure before getting on the wrong steamer, one bound for San 
Francisco. 

More drinking followed and the two men thought of one of their Columbian friends who cherished the 
name ~'Black-shirt" and who was doing time for stage robbery. In a miasma of alcohol they changed the 
petition to one asking for clemency for their friend. The sight of the five thousand signatures caused the 
Governor to pardon Black-shirt and Sacramento remained the capital. A century later, the population of 
Columbia was minute. 

THE SACRAMENTO AREA 

The mines in this area were mostly situated in the mountainous districts in Placer and ElDorado Counties 
through which the streams tumbled to form one of the several branches of the American River. From the 
base town in the valley Sacramento, lines of communication were strung out to the three centres. Hang­
town (later Placerville) almost due east, Deer Creek, Dry Diggings (later Nevada City) and its nearby 
neighbour Centreville (now Grass Valley). 

Placerville is the capital of ElDorado County, the northern boundary of which is, in part, the American 
River, and the southern, the Cosumnes River. It was near Coloma, just north of Placerville, where James 
Marshall discovered gold in the millrace of Sutter's Mill on 24th January, 1848. 

To the south of Placerville and Diamond Springs, is a small town that now bears the name of the county, 
ElDorado (the gilded one) but its original and less glamorous name was Mud Springs. 

Of course all the nation-wide and state-wide express companies operated their services from San Francisco 
to Sacramento and further but the following list is of services, largely based on Sacramento which served 
other areas than the mines. 

Sacramento to San San Francisco 

1849 Angle, Young&Co.'sExpress(l850Angle&Co.). 
Halstead's Express. 
Kimball & Co.'s Express. 

1850 Gregory's Express. 
Hawley & Co.'s Express. 
Henley, McKnight & Co.'s Express. 
McKnights Express. 
Brown, Knowlton & Co.'s Express. 

As early as 1849 there was a post office at Sacramento and there was regular communication by steam­
boat with San Francisco. In spite of this, the post offices at San Francisco and at Sacramento were so 
inefficient and understaffed, that in August 1849 two express companies were started at Sacramento. These 
were probably Halstead's and Kimball's. 
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The main routes to the mining towns and camps f rom Sacramento, 1849-55. 

Wiltsee found an advertisment in the Placer Times of October 1849 advertising Weld & Company's 
Inland Express which operated between Sacramento, Benicia and San Francisco using the steamers McKim 
and Mint. One of the four partners was J . R. Hawley who bought out the others in January 1850 and, in 
July, Angle & Co. In the same month John M. Freeman bought a half interest in Hawley & Co.'s Express 
and in November took over the whole business, changing the name to Freeman & Co.'s Express on 1st 
December. Freeman connected with Adams & Co. who bought out Freeman in November 1851. For a time 
Freeman remained at Sacramento as Adam's agent. 

Brown, Knowlton & Co.'s Express only operated fo r a short time in the spring of 1850 but they covered 
a wide area including Stockton, Vernon, Yuba City, Coloma and Marysville. 

As late at 1874 there were three express companies operating over the same route- Gilpatrick & Co., 
the River Express Co. and the Sacramento River Express. 

To Marysville (the base town for the northern area) 
1851 Mumby & Co.'s Express. 

Palmer & Co.'s Express. 
1853 Anthony & Co.'s Northern Express. 

These services only ran for a few months. Joseph M. Mumby had worked for other express companies 
prior to starting on his own in May 1851 . Within a few weeks he sold out to Freeman & Co. and retired. 

J . Anthony used the river steamers for taking mail between Benicia, Sacramento and Marysville and had 
connections to the Northern Mines and Nevada City. His business started in April and failed in July. 

Now to turn to the services from Sacramento to the mining base towns and camps. 

To Coloma: 1849-52 Birch & Co.'s Daily Express (later extended to Nevada City). 
To Dry Town and Sutter Creek: Burt & Co.'s Express. 
To Forest Hill Divide: 1850 Grammer's Express. 
To Greenwood: 1851 Ford & Co.'s Express. 
To Mormon Island: 1849 Malzeard & Co.'s Express. 

1849 Tiffany & Co.'s Express. 
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James Birch ran a stage line from Sacramento via Mormon Island, Willow Springs and Green Springs 
sending one coach in each direction daily. In 1851 he ran a service from Sacramento via Rough and Ready 
and Grass Valley to Nevada City. His Concord coaches won considerable reputation and late in 1851 he was 
carrying the U.S. Mail from Sacramento via Auburn. Yankie Jim's, Michigan Bluffs, Iowa Hill and so to 
Nevada City, returning via Rough and Ready and Grass Valley. Birch became president of a group of eight 
stages known as the California Stage Line. 

William H. Tiffany had been one of the four original partners·in Weld & Company's Inland Express in 
October 1849. Tiffany's own service also served Vernon, but in January 1850 he was again bought out by 
Hawley (see above). 

To Nevada City: Bower & Co.'s Express. 
Hamlet Davis & Co.'s Express. 

Bowers Express was operated by two brothers named Bowers from Caldwell's Upper Crossing (this and 
Deer Creek became Nevada City) and went via Grass Valley and Rough and Ready to Sacramento where 
they connected with Freeman & Co. Bowers Express charged $2.50 a letter in 1849 and used an oval 
handstamp. In 1851 their service was extended to San Francisco. 

An eye-witness wrote of being in Hamlet Davis' store and seeing a piece of quartz 'that had been brought 
up fr!lm Grass Valley. It was as big as my head and all covered over in ~old. Davis said there was a much 
as $500 in it." Hamlet Davis was apparently an unofficial postmaster at Deer Creek (Nevada City) in 1850. 

Hamlet Davis ran a one-man service for a short time in 1849-50 and had a list of 1500 miners for whose 
mail he enquired at the post offices at Sacramento and San Francisco. Later he sold his express and his 
store and became a successful banker in Nevada City. 

Before leaving Sacramento it is as well to consider how this town grew in a few weeks as a base town 
because it was at the head of the navigable stretch of the river for the steamboats, and was financed by the 
traders who shrewdly saw that selling goods and equipment to miners was more likely to show a substantial 
profit than mining. These merchants forwarded supplies up the Sacramento River by barge or small sloop 
to Marysville, the most northern of the base towns, built on the muddy banks where the Yuba River joins 
the main river. 

Placerville 

The original name of the county town was Hangtown. In 1851 some of the inhabitants found that the 
land on which their houses were built was rich in gold. The local doctor had the floor of his cabin dug up 
and did very well. An English visitor at that time reported that the streets were knee deep in mud and dis­
carded rubbish where here and there was a hole some six feet deep in which one miner was digging, another 
baling out the dirt while the third partner washed it in a "rocker" to abstract the gold. 

The leading expressman in Hangtown was Alexander Hunter who started his service in February 1851 
and had twenty-eights points of call throughout El Dorado and Placer Counties. He had first operated 
between Sacramento and Hangtown but later moved his headquarters a little south to Mud Springs (El 
Dorado) and restricted his service to El Dorado County, subsequently extending his service south to the 
Mokelumne River and north to Auburn. Until their failure, Hunter was connected with Adams & Co.'s 
Express at Sacramento. 

Hunter used some effective handstamps, in the rarest of which is a running horse. Another type (illus­
trated) has the lettering in a handsome shield and a third was used at Mormon Island. Hunter joined up with 
Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express at Sacramento, and he sold out to that firm in July 1854, for some time being 
their agent at Placerville. 
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Later express companies whose headquarters were in Placerville were 

To Diamond Springs and Grizzly Flat: 1857 Asa L. Waugaman's Express. 
To Georgetown and Spanish Flat: 1853 Tracy and Spear's Express. At Georgetown this connected with 

the Great Pioneer Express. 

To Greenwood: 1855 Crawford's Middle Fork Express. 
To Indian Diggings: 1857 Read's Express. 
To Yankee Jims: 1854 Harris & Co.'s Express. 

For over five years from 1853 Thompson's Snowshoe Express was operated by J. A. Thompson from 
Placerville up to the Sierras and over into Carson Valley. This hardy warrior carried the mail all the year 
round and as most of his travels were above the snow line, his method of transit came into the name of his 
business. 

In 1857, Colonel Jared B. Grandall opened a tri-weekly stage coach line from Placerville, where he con­
nected with the Wells, Fargo office, via Genoa across the Sierras to Carson Valley under the title Tracy's 
Carson Valley Express. Ten years later he was superintendent of the California Stage Company who had 
earlier acquired his business. 

The other services to mention are: 
From Coloma to Sacramento: 1854 McConnell & Co.'s Express. 
From Diamond Springs to Placerville: 1854 J. Butt's Express. 
From ElDorado: 1857-58 Jackson's Express. 
From Fiddletown to Jackson: 185 5 J. Byam's Express. 
From Granite to Michigan's Bar: 1856 Riley's Express. 

McConnell was financed by Wells, Fargo & Co. and was finally absorbed by them. Granite has defied 
detection on my maps and Graniteville, north east of Nevada City would seem too far off. 

Byam ran his service over the twenty mile journey for about two years and used a handstamp ''Forwarded 
by Byam's Express Fiddletown.'' In October 1855 he was operating a stage coach line from Volcano at 
midnight arriving at Sacramento at noon. 

James L. Warren operated the Mormon Island Express and charged $1 a letter including the U.S. 
postage 40¢ on letters to the East. Warren rode a pony and ran his service for two years, later going into 
the newspaper business. The handstamp found on his mail is the word PAID in a rectangle. 

Curiously there were few services based in Placer County although much of the area was served from 
El Dorado County in the south. 

Placer County is bounded on the south by the Amencan and Rubicon Rivers and to the north by Bear 
River (sometimes called Bear Creek). The county seat is Auburn, to the east of which lies Georgetown. As 
you will have seen above, Tracy & Spear's Express, based in Placerville, connected at Georgetown with the 
Great Pioneer Express. Of this service we know nothing except the route it covered and which Wiltsee 
recorded. "It ran from Georgetown to Volcanoville, Last Chance, Ground Hog's Glory, Mount Gregory 
Hell's Delight, and had its terminus at Bogus Thunder." 

What's in a name? (to be continued) 



WESTERN EXPRESS-OCTOBER 1982 

POSTAL HISTORY OF THE COLORADO SAN JUAN 
By Ray L. Newburn, Jr. 

ADDENDUM, PART III 

Chapter VII - Dolores County 
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Dolores County still vies with Archuleta County for the title of hardest to collect. Two new towns have 
now been reported, however. 

LAVENDER (3) 1905/11/14 
CI:P,l,0;275:T;M,D,Y;S:G;R: (see Fig. 132) 

Figure 132 

LAVENDER 

WILLOW GULCH 
WILLOW GULCH (3 \12) 1927/05/28 
CI:P,l ,0:320:T;M,D,H,Y;S:G;G:wide 4-bar 

The marking listed for Northdale has new also been reported used on October 29, 1929. 

RICO 
Further study has indicated that the two marking previously listed third and fourth are very probably the 

same marking with the year date omitted most of the time in 1885 and later. An example has been seen 
on December 2 with the year date slug, however. 

REGISTERED. RICO, COLO (3 to 3\12)* 1894/10/22 
RC:P, 1 ,0:440x315:REG;(M,D,Y);(T,S):R;G: 
*The various letters differ considerably in size 

The 1910 duplex has now been seen on May 5. 

Chapter VIII - La Plata County 
The major addition to the literature on La Plata County is a very fine book on the history of Durango by 

Duane A. Smith213, professor of history at Fort Lewis College in Durango. 

A major omission in my Chapter VIII was the poor coverage of smelting, a major factor in the economy 
of La Plata County in general and Durango in particular. The smelters provided jobs directly as well as 
using large amounts of local coal and providing business for the railroads bringing in coal and ore. John 
Porter. who managed the smelter in Silverton, recommended it be moved to Durango as soon as that town 
got under way, and construction was begun by October 1880. The smelter opened in August 1882 and 
soon earned Durango the title of "Smelter City." A second smelter opened in 1892, the two employing 
some 450 men in a city whose total population was 2800. These were sufficiently efficient that much ore 
from Telluride, Rico, Silverton and environs was treated there rather than where it was mined. 213 
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The two smelters were soon combined, closed for a time in 1894 during the "troubles" following the 
repeal of the Sherman Silver Purchase Act, were bought by a Denver company in 1895, and finally became 
a part of the giant American Smelting and Refining Company. The smelter closed during the depression and 
then reopened during the second world war to process vanadium. A second mill was built to process 
uranium. These closed for good in 1963.213 

ANIMAS CITY 
In 1978 I wrote that Durango just gradually swallowed up Animas City. True statement. In fact the 

official "swallowing" did not occur until 1947! Even though the mail came from Durango after September 
29, 1900. 

The last type of strike, with wheel of fortune killer, has now also been reported on June 3, 1884. 

BAYFIELD 
The hollow 4-bar of 1908 is a type 2 Doane with numeral 5. It has now been reported in use from 

September 5, 1906 through December 27, 1908.214 

BREEN 
A type 2 Doane with numeral 2 has now been reported used October 3, 1904.214 

BREEN. COLO. (2Y2) 1910/12/28 
CI:P, 1,0:31 O:T;M,D,H,Y;S:G;G:narrow 4-bar 
BREEN, COLO. 1918/ft/05 
CI:P,l,0:330:T;M,D,H,Y;S:G;G:4-bar 

CASTELAR 
The Castelar 4-bar is a type 3 Doane with numeral 1 and has now been reported as early as August 28, 

1907.214 

COLUMBUS 
The only postmark reported is shown as figure 133. 

Figure 133 

.. 
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CONTENT 
The only postmark reported is shown as figure 134. 

DURANGO 

Page 17 

The new book by Smith, 2' 3 reported at the beginning of this chapter, has 215 large pages. Obviously 
much detail could be reported, but that is best obtained by reading Smith's excellent book. Tying the past 
to the present a bit, consider that Durango had its big fire on July 1, 1889, and seven blocks of businesses 
and residences were destroyed. Many buildings along Durango's Main Street date from immediately after 
that fire to this day, although an entire block of the post-1889 buildings burned August 25. 197 4, and have 
been replaced by the Main Mall. The Strater Hotel opened in August of 1888 and remains a downtown 
landmark. The depot dates from 1882. The city is now five times as large as it was in 1'889, however, and 
easily supplies the needs of the 120,000 passengers riding the Silverton train each year and a multitude of 
visitors to Mesa Verde in the summer and to the ski runs in the winter.213 

Along postal history lines Smith213 notes that Durango's accommodating postmaster came up $1800 
short when his accounts were audited in 1894. 

For the most part Durango postmarks are the simple circular date stamps typical of larger offices. Many 
can be distinguished only by direct viewing or tracing. Therefore no significant extension of the published 
list is attempted here. 

DURANGO, COLO. REC'D 1887/06/13-1897/06/05 
CI:P, 1 ,0:280:(T,S);M,D,H,Y;REC'D:G;G: 

Six of these have been reported that are indistinguishable by description from that already listed for 1898. 

ELCO 
An Elco turned up in a 1980 Spelman auction. 

ELCO, COLO. (3) 1910/08/07 
CI:P,I,0:310:T;M,D,H,Y;S:G;G:narrow 4-bar 

FORT LEWIS 
A better example of the type shown in figure 71 is presented in figure 135 . 

. 
POSI 
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Figure 134 Figure 135 
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HERMOSA 
The Hermosa manuscript is shown in figure 136. 

HESPERUS 
T he type 2 Doane marking has now been reported in use from July 28, 1905 through September 9, 

1907.214 The numeral in the bars is a 4 and not a 1 as reported earlier. 

IGNACIO 
The second type of postmark has now been reported used December 30, 1901. A later example is shown 

as figure 137 . 

.,. 0 

Figure 136 

Figure 137 

KLINE 
A type 2 Doane marking with numeral 1 has been reported in use from November 28, 1908 through 

March 21, 1910.214 

LA PLATA 
The second type of La Plata marking has now been reported as early as November 4, 1897. 

A type 3 Doane with numeral 3 has been reported used from October 11, 1909 through September 12, 
1911.

214 
This makes it even more likely that the markings previously reported for 1908 and 1911 are of 

this type. 

LOS PINOS 
The only type of strike reported has now been seen as early as January 20, 1890. 

MURNANE 
This town was misspelled Murname in the 1979 listing. 

NEEDLETON 
The first type of town and county marking has now been reported as late as September 23, 1883. 
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PARRO'IT 
The earliest strike reported from Parrott is shown in figure 138. 

Figure 138 

• 
Figure 139 

PERINS 
Smith notes that Perins was a typical company town with company store, boarding house, school, etc. but 

that it was more progressively managed than most and became the best coal producer in the area before it 
closed in 1926. The population of Perins was 80 in 1910, about 200 in 1913, 137 in 1920, and about 150 
in 1926.213 

PINE RIVER 
PINE RIVER, COLO. 1884/08/19-1884/12/13 
CI:P,3,0:300,280;260:T;M,D, Y;S:R;G: 

I have not actually seen this strange marking, of which two have been reported. The two earlier types are 
shown together in figure 139. Note the interesting corner card. 

PORTER 
Smith notes that both Porter and Hesperus mines were sold to a coal subsidiary of the Union Pacific 

Railroad in January 1906 to supply coking coal to smelters in Arizona. The Porter mine was abandoned 
in July of 1908 because the vein "declined rapidly." The population in Porter was about 144 in 1895, 50 in 
1900, and 100 in 1908. With the mine closed there was no reason for anyone to stay, and the town was 
soon dead. 213 
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ROCKWOOD 
The town and county marking was used until August 2, 1882. The town name is sans-serif while c~unty 

and state have serifs. Apparently different fonts were used for the month at different times. The descnptor 
should read 
CI:P,1,1;285;175:T;M,D,Y;(C,S):G,R;various: 
ROCKWOOD, COLO. (3 +) 1893/06/16 
CI:P,l,0:275:T;M,D,Y;S:G;R:target 

This new type and the strike preceeding it 
are shown as figure J 40. 

Figure 140 

TIFFANY 
The Tiffany 4-bar has now been seen dated May 30, 1911. The type is shown as figure 141. 

TIFFANY, COLO. M.O.B. 1917/02/28 
CI:P,l,l:320,210:(T,S);M,D,Y;MOB:G;G:magenta 

Figure 141 
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Figure 142 

Smith says that cycling out to Trimble Hot Springs was very popular in the 90s. They offered croquet, 
tennis, golf, archery, bowling, billiards, and indoor swimming. He states flatly that the rumored street car 
line never was built, however.213 The only postmark reported is shown in figure 142. Unfortunately it was 
"stuttered." 
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With a long time interest in the postal history of the Lake Tahoe area, the writer, in association with the 
late Dr. Scott Polland, helped to assemble data for Dr. Polland's article ("W /E" April 1969) entitled "Was 
There A Post Office Known As Lake Bigler, Cal.?" For the benefit of those who have no copy of this issue, 
a reproduction appears at the end of our story. 

Dr. Polland correctly stated that there was no official record of such a post office, yet covers existed with 
manuscript post office markings. What concerns us here is a follow-up to Dr. Polland's analysis on the 
location of such a post office. 

Through the kindness of our member Jack Greenberg, I have come into possession of a map photo of 
Lake Tahoe in 1874. Upon careful study, there is a location designated- Lake Bigler, just south of Glen­
brook. As Polland correctly stated, that area became, in the summer of 1861, a large lumbering center and 
one could assume there were needs for a postal facility. Based upon Polland's study and analysis along with 
this map, I am prepared now to fix the location of this post office at the site shown on the map as "Lake 
Bigler" just south of Glenbrook. For study purposes, copies of the map accompany this article. Of course, 
anyone with additional information would be most welcome so that we can solve the mystery of this inter­
esting subject. 
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WAS THERE A POST OFFICE KNOWN AS LAKE BIGLER, CAL? 

By W. Scott Polland, M.D. 

Illustrations #I -IV show manuscript post office markings of Lake Bigler 1 Cal dur­
ing the period 1862 - 1864. These were apparently accepted as genuine by receiv­
ing post offices of this period. I have seen about ten such covers with this mark . 
However 1 as far as I know, there is no official record of such a post office either 
in Fricks tad's "A Century of California Post Offices" or in Fricks tad and Thrall's 
"A Century of Nevada Post Offices." Apparently this post office was never listed 
in the official records at Washington 1 D.C. 1 nor can I find it in the unofficial 
Business Directorys of this period. 

ILLUSTRATION #I - COLLECTION OF ROBERT A HANSON 

ILLUSTRATION #II - COLlECTION OF BASIL C. PEARCE 

----,------, - - ---- --·-·:-·:·:----: 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------
LAKE BIGLER·, CAL (Contld) 

ILLUSTRATION #III - COLLECTION OF !3ASIL C. PEARCE 
::SF"'.tr 'M 

I f>~ I/ '.;·~ 
{ • ' S1.l .. , 'W ~ u 1'' . ·~ , ·' 

ILLUSTRA TION #IV - COLLECTION OF ROBERT A HANSON 
.~ .. ·~-· ---··-,........."'7"''·--· .. - ·-·· , . 

The official map maker of California gave to wha t is now known as Lake Tahoe I 

the name Lake Bigler in honor of the third governor of California . In 18611 in an 
attempt to give this beautifu l and charming lake a more appropriate name 1 William 
Henry Knight compiled a map of the Pacific States w hich was published by the 
Bancroft Publishing House in San Francisco 1 and in which Lake Bigler had been 
changed to Lake Tahoe. Kn ight obtained the approval of the Land Office at Wash­
ington I and the new name appeared on their subsequent maps for the Department of 
Interior. However 1 the California legislature oblivious to the popular acceptance 
of the name "Tahoe" legalized "Bigler" in 1870 I and the act oddly enough was not 
repealed until 1943. Hence the confusion of the proper name for this lake in the 
1860-1880 period. 

In order to try and locate the most likely area in which a "Lake Bigler" post office 
could exist, I have tried to go over the various areas around the lake I historically 
and geographically. In the 1860 1 s there were no known places of population on the 
west side of the lake. The only possible place could be Tahoe City which had a 
post office in 1871 1 but really did not exist in the early 60 Is. 
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On the south end of the lake is Lake Valley which was once known as "Valley of 
Bigler". George H. Goddard, head of the California - Utah boundary survey party 
in 1855 so described this valley 1 and the vast lake which spread before it. How­
ever, the white man ' s discovery of Lake Volley is credited to Johnson of Johnson's 
Ranch above Hangtown (Placerville) I who found this valley, between the eastern and 
western mountain ranges. This eventually became the main trail to the Nevada mines. 

In 1857 Crandall established his "Pioneer Stage Line" through this area. In 1858 
'Yanks Station" was established by Ephram "Yank" Clement, and in 1861 a post office 
was established here. In December 1863 it was changed .in name to Taho. However 1 

none of these stations were really on the lake. Yanks Station became one of the 
famous stop overs on the "Bonanza Road" to Washoe, but it neve r was known as 
Lake Bigler . Eventually it was sold to Dudley Meyer and beca me Meyer's station. 

Several miles north of this station a number of habitations developed 1 because of 
the improvement up Daggett Ravine (later Kingsbury gra de) to the Washoe mines. 
In the spring of 1859 on the lake' one half mile north east of where the Upper Truckee 
enters in to the lake, construction of Lake Big ler House was begun. It was the first 
recorded hotel on the shores of the lake. This could have had a post office called 
Lake Bigler. However 1 the owners of this hotel were strongly sympathetic to the 
Union cause, and in the summer of 1861 1 because "Honest John Bigler" had leaned 
closer and closer to the Confederacy, and therefor had besmirched the water of this 
great lake, they decided the appellation Big ler would have to be changed. After 
learning that Tahoe meant "Big Water" they declared the lake's name to be Tahoe. 
They later persuaded the people of the outlet of the lake to call their village Tahoe 
City . Apparently the waters were too pure to have the name Bigler. Eventually Lake 
Bigler House was called Al Tahoe. 

Going north from Al Tahoe one comes soon to Lakeside, later Stateline (1901) . It 
was during this period 1860-1864 that the border dispu te between California and 
Nevada was taking place, and no one was sure whe ther a border town was in Nevada 
or California. Many areas now in Nevada were at one time considered in California 
and vice versa. Because it was called Lake Bigler, Cal., did not mean that it 
would, after the boundary was settled, end in California. 

Just north of Lakeside was Edgewood, better known as Friday's Station. Here the 
Kingsbury toll road took off eastward to Washoe . Here was a "home station" for 
the Pony Express, as well as other traffic over this grade . This was a very import­
ant stopping area 1 but was never known as Lake Bigler, Cal . 

In 1862 the Lake Tahoe Wagon Toll Road was completed . This gradually became the 
great road over which most of the traffic went by Upper Glenbrook Meadow down 
Clear Creek or Kings Canyon to Carson City. Although several hotels fronted on this 
road, by far the most important was the Glen Brook House at the head of Glen Brook 
Meadow. With the formation of the Lake Bigler (Tahoe) Lumber Company in the 
summer of 1861, Glenbrook became a large lumbering center 

1 
the products of which 

were hauled to Carson City 1 where there was tre mendous building activity as a re­
suJ t of the discovery of the Comstock. It is reasonable to suppose that the area on 
th·: Lake where there was a large steam powered mill, a developing town, and later 
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a second hotel, would need postal service, and ye t there is no record of a post 
office until August 7, 1871. This was listed as Lake Tahoe, and later became on 
August 16, 1872, Glenbrook. 

Figure # V shows a Wells Fa rgo envelope with a Dayton, Ne vada cancellation and 
addres sed to Glenbrook House, La ke Bigle r , Neva da, the usage being in the 1864-
1870 period. Does anyone h ave any other philatelic opinion or knowledge con­
cerning this interesting postmark? 

I LLUSTRATI ON #V - COLLECTION OF ROBERT A HANSON 
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WHERE IS WEST SAN JOSE? 
By Warren Wagener 

Where in California, is West San Jose? West San Jose is a rather nebulous area which presently can be 
considered anything west of Highway 17, if you use a real estate advertising definition. 

More specifically this is an attempt to locate West San Jose Station. The railroad buff will immediately tell 
you that the present Southern Pacific Station on Cahill Street was West San Jose Station and also called 
the "'Narrow Gauge Depot" in the time of the South Pacific Coast Railroad. The main Southern Pacific 
Depot was located in beautiful downtown San Jose at North First and Bassett Streets until1935 when West 
San Jose Station became the main depot. 

The West San Jose Station that is the subject of this article, is the post office which was called West San 
Jose Station of San Jose which operated from May 1, 1911 to October 31, 1916. 

When the year 1911 began, San Jose was still the same area that was laid out by surveyor Chester Smith 
Lyman in 1850. 

San Jose was rectangular on 3 sides. On the north. west and south the boundaries were straight lines and 
roughly parallel to the street grid, and on the east boundary was Coyote Creek. 

The northern boundary was roughly Hedding and Rosa Streets. The southerly boundary was roughly 
Alma Street. The westerly boundary started at the north near the present intersection of Hedding and Ruff, 
crossed Santa Clara Street at Autumn, followed the center of Sonoma Street to the southwesterly corner 
near the intersection of Floyd and Lick in Goosetown, just north of the present Alma Street. 

San Jose was just over 3 miles long and averaged a bout a mile and three quarters wide and had just under 
5\12 square miles. 

The present city limits encompass over 150 square miles. For comparison San Francisco is 45 square 
miles. 

For the collector of cancels or postmarks of a particular county, the location of a post office or branch 
or station of a post office is of interest. 

Hubbard & CarmiQhael Bros. 
MANUrACTURERS or AND DEALERS IN 

LUMBER 
384 WEST SANTA CLARA STREET. 

' SAIII JOSE, CALIF'ORNIA. 
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It is necessary to distinguish between a post office as a building as opposed to a political entity. Usually 
each town is one post office with a main post office and various branches and stations as required by the size 
of the community. 

A station is usually located within the city limits of an incorporated city and a branch can be located 
any place. 

Camp Fremont, a World War I Army Camp, locat ed in Menlo Park was a branch of the San Francisco 
post office called Fremont Branch. 

The first United States post office in the Philippine Islands during the Spanish American War was also a 
branch of San Francisco. 

San Jose in 1911 had the streetcars running '\nd the light tower at Market and Santa Clara was still stand­
ing. However, San Jose started growing in area in 1 911. The first of over 2,000 annexations was accom­
plished March 26, 191 1, when the Gardner area was annexed. 

West San Jose Station was located with the assistance of a helpful City of San Jose employee in the 
California Room of the main library. He checked the city directories for the years 1911-1916 and found 
that West San Jose Station was located at 443 West Santa Clara Street, which is just east of the intersection 
of Autumn and West Santa Clara Streets on the north side of the street. The site is presently occupied by 
Downtown Datsun. 

The city limits of the original city ran through the northwest and southeast corners of Autumn and west 
Santa Clara Street. So the actual site of the post office was at the westerly boundary of San Jose. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Words to the Wise 
Western Postal History Buffs. 

Check our Auctions 

Our 9 Auctions annually often turn up choice items and provide an excel­
lent check on current market prices. The fully illustrated-much in full­
color-catalog is tops ih its field and can't be beaten for the accuracy and 
completeness of its descriptions. Copies are free if picked up at our down­
town San Francisco store. By mail, send name, address, and $3.00 

If you wish to sell your collection, there is no charge for our advice on how 
to get top dollar-by consignment to our auction, by our direct purchase or 
by a private treaty arrangement. Appraisal fees, if any, are returned to the 
seller if the collection is consi~ned to our auction or purchased directly by 
us within 6 months. 

~l:!rJ!l£~~tf!n!lJ~~!!~ZNC. 
127 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 · Tel. (415) 781-5127 

U.S. COVERS 

Page 29 

My stock of covers is strong in all periods 
from stampless to modern, Alabama 

'"THE PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS 
IN THE EATING" 

to Wyoming. 

What would you like to see? 
References, p lease. 

Henry M. Spelman, Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo. Ca. 94960 

For immediate action and 
everlasting satisfaction 

se ll your collection to us 

OVER 50 YEARS OF HAPPY 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH CLIENTS IS 

OUR BEST T ESTIMON IAL 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL 
120 East 56th Street 

New York, N.Y. 10022 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

FOR 
TEN DOLLARS 

You can advertise here for 
the covers you need 

or 
offer for sale 

your duplicates 
or your collection 

Send your copy, with check for 
$10.00 to: 

The Editor 
9877 Elmar Ave. 

Oakland, CA 94603 

WANTED 

New Mexico Postmarks prior to 1912 
Some duplicates for sale. 

FOR SALE 
Territorial P.O.'s of Arizona ..... . . $2.00 
Territorial P.O.'s of Florida. . . . . . . 1.00 

New Mexico Territorial Postmark 
Catalogue (new 1981 Edition) .. $25.00 

Dr. S. H. Dike 
1420 Carlisle Blvd. N.E. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 87110 

UNITED STATES STAMP CO .. INC. 
Specialists in Buying and Selling 

SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94104 
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A BOOK SALE 

MAl NJ .Y CALIFORNIA AND THE WEST 

(ALABAMA) HANDBOO" OF ALABAl\IA, second revised editj , Birmingham 
1892. A very comprehen8ive compilation of information about i 0 State, counties 
and towns. Filled with ads and illustraiions. VF condition but J i sing map. $35 
(ARIZONA) HISTORY OF ARIZONA A:r-. D NEW M~XICO, H. H. l .mcroft, 1530-
1888, San Francisco, 1890. Vol. 17 oj 1h.e Works. Original cal hinding some 
scuffing, spine re-enforced, contents \F. $50 
ADVENTURES IN APACHE COUNTRY, A tour through Arizona <4lld Sonora, 1864, 
J . Ross Browne. Univ of Arizona Press, Tucson, 1974 NEW, list $9. 50 $8.55 
STEAMBOATS ON THE COLORADO RIVER, Richard E. Lingenfelter, A very 
well done History of steam navigation, and the towns that the steamboats served 
on the Colorado river from 1852 to 1916. Many Illustr. NEW$17. 50 list $15. 75 
BILLY KING'S TOMBSTONE, The private life of an Arizona Boom Town, C. L. 
Sonnichsen, Univ of Arizona Press, 1972, NEW. $7. 50 list $6.75 
(CALIFORN~ CALIFORNIA PIONEER REGISTER AND INDEX, 1542-1848, 
including Inhabitants of California, 1796-1800 and list of Pioneers. H. H. Ban­
croft, Regional Publishing Co. Baltimore, 1964. One of the most useful research 
tools for California. Has biographies for every individual who's name appears in 
the 7 Volume History of California. NEW $20 list $18 
HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA 1542-1890. H. H. Bancroft, the 1963 reprint of the 
seven volume set Vol. XVIII to Vol. XXIV of "The Works". Indispensable for 
research on the history of the Golden State SPECIAL ! I was lucky enough to get 
two sets brand new at a good price and I will pass it on. Pub. at $87.50 $85 
GOODBYE, DEATH VALLEY!, The 1849 Jayhawker Escape, L. Burr Belden. 
Palm Desert, CA, 1956, 63pp. Interesting early history of this treacherous place. 
soft cover, VF $3. 50 
THE EARLY DAYS OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, by John Henry Brown. 
One of the best early histories of San Francisco from 1845 - 1850. Reprinted by 
Joseph A. Sullivan, Biobooks, Oakland Cal. ·1949, one of 500 copies. A scarce 
and useful book. AS NEW . $35 
MULEBACK TO THE CONVENTION, Letters of J . Ross Browne, reporter to the 
Constitutional Convention at Monterey, California , September - October 1849. 
A classic and valuable account of the Convention. The Book Club of California, 
San Francisco, 1950. Printed by Black Vine Press. 1 of 400 copies VF $25 
THE LAWS OF THE TOWN OF SAN FRANCISCO, 1847, Intro by W. W. Clary, 
Pub by Huntington Library, 1947, 1 of 1000 numbered. Copy no. 10. VF $20 
THE CALIFORNIA DIARY, by Rev. Walter Colton, U.S.N. Late Alcalde of 
Monterey, with index and illustrations. Biobooks, Oakland, California 1948. 
One of the most valuable references for the period of the American occupation 
of California from July , 1846 until Statehood. AS NEW, 1 of 1000 $30 
FREEMAN'S, A STAGE STOP ON THE MOJAVE, E. I. Edwards, soft cover 
47pp. A fine little monograph on this So. eastern Calif town. 1964 VF $3.50 
DEATH VALLEY SCOTTY RIDES AGAIN, by E . C. Driskill. Soft cover 4th 
pz:inting, 1958. Very interesting account of this colorful <haract~· and his 
f~cinating life in the So. California desert. VF sml tear in cover. 60pp $5 
THE ELEPHANT AS THEY SAW IT, State of California Division of Mines 

1949. Soft cover, 128pp. A very fine collection of contemporary pictures 
and statements on Gold Mining in California. VF and useful $5 
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GEOLOGIC GUIDEBOOK OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY COUNTIES, 1951, 
Division of Mines, San Francisco. 392pp Hard Cover. Bulletin 154. A useful 
and interesting reference on the History, landscape, geology, fossils, minerals 
indust:ry and routes of travel around the Bay. VF $20 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY, Harold Gilliam, 1957, 1st edition. 336pp Hard cover 
DJ. A factual and fascinating account of the history, life and lore of California's 
vital inland sea. VF $10 
ON THE OLD CALAVERAS ROAD, Mary Goodrich, 1st edition, 1929, Soft 
cover, 17pp. A fine and scarce printed account of the early days in Calaveras 
County illustrated with fine and ear\f photos. VF $10 
1000 CALIFORNIA PLACE NAMES, Erwin Gudde, 96 pp , soft cover, UC 
press, 1969. The story behi.D.d the naming of Mountains, rivers, lakes, capes, 
bays, counties and cities. VF $3.50 
DEATH VALLEY TALES, P. T. Hanna and others, True chapters from the 
drama-crammed past of the Death Valley National Monument. Soft cover, 59pp 
VF $5 
BROOKLYN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. H. M. Hovagimian, soft cover 
28pp, The history of the church during its first century 1861-1961 VF $2 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY, A PICTORIAL MARITIME HISTORY, by J. H. Kemble. 
195pp Hard cover, Dj. The scarce 1st edition published by Cornell Maritime 
Press, Cambridge, 1957. A very useful book by the greatest expert ever on the 
Pacific maritime scene. VF $25 
EL TRIUNFO DE LA CRUZ, THE FffiST SIDP BUILT IN THE CALIFORNIAS 
by T. H. Hittell. 15pp Hard cover, Calif. Historical soc. N.D. An inter­
esting little book reprinting an article first published in The Californian, San 
Francisco, of January, 1880. AS NEW $5 
CONTINUATION OF THE ANNALS OF SAN FRANCISCO, from June 1, 1854 
to December 31, 1855. Compiled by D. H. Huggins. Calif. Historical Soc.1939 
Hard cover, 124pp. A very useful continuation of the Annals which left off in 
mid-1854. The data is chronological and was taken from the files of contemp-
orary magazines and newspaper. A very scarce and artistic book. VF $35 
INDEX TO THE CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY QUARTERLY, Vol. one 
to forty, 1922- 1961. CHS San Francisco, 1965, 483pp Hard cover. A very 
useful research tool. Most of us cannet have a full run of this wonderful refer­
ence quarterly, but With a copy of the 'index one can pin down the articles dealing 
with the ship, person, town etc, and then go to the library. VF $20 
INDEX TO THE 1850 CENSUS OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, by A. P. Bow­
man. Baltimore, 1972. 605pp, hard cover. This book lists the name, sex, .age 
and place of origin of every person in the State during the 1850 census. NEW 
lists for $30 $27 
A TRIP ACROSS THE PLAINS AND LIFE IN CALIFORNIA, by Geo. Keller, 
Physician to the Wayne County (Ohio) Company. Biobooks, Oakland, Ca. (1955) 
1 of 500 copies. A fine 1850 account of a trip across the plains and mining and 
conditions in the California "Diggins" at the peak of the goldrush. Hard cover 
45 pp. Scarce limited edition AS NEW $25 
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(TRANSPORTATION) THE PONY EXPRESS, CREATION OF THE LEGEND 
by Donald C. Biggs, Privately printed, San Francisco, 1956. Soft cover as new. 
one of 500 copies. An illustrated history beautifully printed. 20 p. VF $10 
THE STORY OF THE PONY EXPRESS, by Glenn D. Bradley, 1st ed., Chicago 
1931, 175p. A very nice little book seldom seen. In virtually new condition DJ. 
VF $20 
THE PONY EXPRESS, THE RECORD OF A ROMANTIC ADVENTURE IN BUs­
INESS, by Arthur Chapman. Hard cover, N.Y. 1932. Illustrated with contemp­
orary prints and photographs. One of the better histories of this enterprise F$25 
QUEENS OF THE WESTERN OCEAN, THE STORY OF AMERICA''S MAIL 
AND PASSENGER SAILING LINES, by Carl C. Cutler, Maryland, 1961. An 
incredibly comprehensive history of American Maritime activity from 1607 
to 1860. Filled with lists of vessels, sailings, masters and much other great 
information not found else where under a single cover F. $30 
YANKEE SHIP SAILING CARDS, BY Forbes & Eastman, Boston 1948-1952. 
Paper covers. The three volume set of this scarce work on the sailing cards. 
All cards are in color. There are 284 pages total and every other one is a 
full page color plate of a card. VF $75 
PACIFIC GRAVEYARD, by J,A. Gibbs, Jr. 1st ed. D.J. Portland OR, 1950. 
An endeavor to describe list, and tell about every vessel lost on the Oregon 
coast. VF $20 
THE PACIFIC TOURIST, Horan & Shearer, H. B. , D. J. N. Y. 1970 
The reprint of the 1884 Adams & Bishop's Illustrated Trans-Continental 
Guide of travel from the Atlantic to the Pacific. V. F. Useful $15 
WELLS FARGO, ADVANCING THE AMERICAN FRONTIER, by Edward 
Hungerford, N.Y. 1949. H. B. D. J. A history of the express company writen 
by one of the employees. VF $15 
SEA ROUTES TO THE GOLD FIELDS, The migration by water to California 
in 1849-1852, by Oscar Lewis, N.Y. 1949, 1st ed. 2nd printing. The best 
history on the subject. H. B. F $15 
WELLS FARGO, An illustrated history, by N. M. Loomis, 2nd ed. H. B. 
D. J. The best history on th·e· .subject VF $30 
PADDLE-WHEEL DAYS IN CALIFORNIA, by J. MacMullen, 1st ed. H. B. 
D. J. An illustrated history of river navigation, and the vessels and masters 
who plied the rivers of California. VF $15 
SANTA FE, The railroad that built an Empire, J. Marshall, N. Y. 1945, 
1st ed. 2nd printing. H. B. D.J. Illustrated. The best history of the AT&SF $15 
THE BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND MAIL, by Waterman L. Ormsby, Only 
through passenger on the first westbound stage. San Marino, CA 1972 H. B. 
D. J. The best work on the Butterfield. VF $20 
THE OVERLAND EXPRESS, being a correct True Account of the earliest 
beginnings in NEW ENGLAND, battlefront service during the Civil War & 
perilous adventures in the FAR WEST, 1837-1875. by W. H. Rideing H. B. 
D. J.1970,Ashland, OR. 1st ed. limited to 650 copies, this being nr. 513. 
A very fine history of western transportation with contemporary Illus. VF $20 

WAR DRUMS AND WAGON WHEELS, The story of Russell, Majors and 
Waddell, by R. W. Settle. History of the originators of the Central Over-
land mail and the Pony Express. H. B. D. J. VF, 1st ed. $20 
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EMPIRE ON WHEELS, by M. L . & R. W. Settle. Stanford, CA 1949, 1st ed. 
H. B. D. J . , another fine book by the Settles about Russell, Majors and 

' Waddell and their Western freighting, staging & express empire. VF $15 
PONY EXPRESS VERSUS WELLS FARGO EXPRESS, by Waddell Smith. 1949 
soft cover. This contr~1versial pamphlet along with two others (included) by 
Smith denigrate the part played by Wells Fargo, in favor of that of Russell, 
Majors , and Waddell, the author being a d€scendant of the latter. all .~ VF $5 
EXPRESS FRANKS, the reprint of the exp/ess frank section of the Tharp-
Bartels Catalogue, Century edition. VF $5 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC, The r oaring story of a fighting railroad. by N. Wilson. 
1952 NY, 1st ed. 2nd printing. H. B. D. J . VF. The best history of the S. P. 
railroad, now becoming scarce. $15 
VIA WESTERN EXPRESS & STAGECOACH, by Oscar 0. Winther . 1945 
Stanford, CA. 1st ed. H. B. D. J . VF. A good history of western staging 
from the discovery of gold in California until the Trans-continental RR. $15 
(CALIFORNIA CONT'D) EXPLORING DEATH VALLEY, by Ruth Kirk. 1959 
Stanford, CA. 1st ed. 2nd printing. An interesting, well illustrated guide 
book to Death Valley. VF $5 
THE STORY OF KEELER, Southern Terminus of the Car son & Colorado RR 
1st ed. 1959 soft cover. Well illus. History of this desert town VF $3 
ARCHY LEE, A 6alifornia Fugitive Slave Case, 1969, 1st ed. Book Club 
of California pub. nr. 131., of 500 copies . Typical fine press public-
ation of this exclusive club. VF $35 
HERE LIVED THE CALIFORNIANS, by Oscar Lewis, 1957, 1st ed. NY. 
A very comprehensive study of early Californian Architecture W /many photos 
VF. HB. DJ $10 
MCGOWAN VS. CALIFOR NIA VIGILANTES, by E. McGowan, Oakland, CA 
1946, Biobook nr. VII, of 675 copies . An art press printing of this story 
of cour age first published in 1857. H. B. As new $25 
MINES OF THE HIGH DESERT , by R. D. Miller , Glendale, CA 1965, soft 
cover . Interesting illustrated history of mining in what is now Joshua tree 
National Monument. VF $3 
GHOST TOWNS AND MINING CAMPS 0 F CALIFORNIA, B~ R. Nadeau, L.A. 
CA, 1965. 1st ed. 2nd print ing, H. B. D. J . A useful reference listing most 
mining camps by their natur al districts. VF $15 
LIFE IN CALIFORNIA & BOSCANA, by Alfred Robinson, Oakland 1947, Bio-

. book pub. nr. IX, one of 750, art press editon. Two books are reprinted here 
in one volume. The first title is a classic on California before the Gold Rush, 
and the second a very interesting account of Jndian life before the Gold Rush NEW $35 
CALIFORNIA PIONEER CIRCUS, by J . A. Rowe, ·Founder, S. F. 1926, H.( B. 
A reprinting of Rowe' s Memoirs relative to the circus business through the 
Gold Country in the 50s. Cover some foxing, contents VF $5 

THE END 
Look for the next ad in the next Issue of Western Express. All books will be 
shipped postpaid by 4th class book rate. Please send your check with your order. 
California residents please include 6!% state sales tax. Thank you. 
SEND ORDERS TO: Jack Greenberg, P. 0 . Box 815, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 
Telephone (415) 726-9111 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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