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WESTERN EXPRESS-JULY 1985
EDITOR'S ARENA
Over 50 members and guest were present for the annual breakfast-meeting
held at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, San
Francisco, in connection with the
26th annual WESTPEX. At the conclusion of the
breakfast and a short business meeting, several nice
Western items were raffled off - Jesse Coburn's
"Letters of Gold" (donated by Henry Spelman), Dave
Jarrett's ·"Colorado Territorial and pre-territorial
Postmarks" (donated by President Basil Pearce), two
dozen maps of Forts of Arizona & New Mexico
(donated by Irwin Vogel) and an assortment of
Western booklets (donated by your Society).
The program was then turned over to Floyd Risvold
and his slide presentation and discourse on some
fantastic covers. Floyd's easy delivery, interspersed
with interesting collateral informaton held the ·
attention of his audience for an hour and a half. A most
enjoyable and memorable presentation.

ANNUAL
MEETING
April 28

On page 3 of the April 1985
issue of WESTERN EXPRESS
there is a long list of
members who had not paid their dues. The following, in
that group have since paid, and should be deleted from
that list and restored to active membership:
George Alevizos
Trowbridge Leavitt
Patrick Murphy
Wallace Beardsley
Milton Heitman
Alan Patera
James E. Smalldon
Seymour Kaplan
MEMBERSHIP
CORRECTIONS

Lewis K. Foster, Jr. and James A. Schmidt, whose
names appeared on the same list, should be transferred to
the Resignation list.
NAMING A
While it is true that thousands of Post
POSTOFFICE Offices were given prosaic names-by
choice of the residents, vote of the
Community, or even by drawing lots, many hide a story
that is not openly apparent. Take California for example.
And why do I say California? Because Harold Salley,
late a member of our Society and a good friend, had already researched t hat State's post offices, presenting
collectors with his remarkable volume some eight years
ago. Merely "rurining your fingers through the pages"
of History of California Post Offices 1849-1976 will
provide you with a wealth of information. What follows is freely drawn from this book. Thank you Harold.

Early postoffice names tended to reflect the conditions
of the times - and were in Spanish. And many of the ·
names had been e~tablished before they were used to

designate a post office site, such as the various Missions
- San Antonio, San Fernando, San Juan (Bamista and
Capistrano), San Bueneventura, etc. It is ·interesting that
only one carried the name Mission in its post office title,
and that was Mission San Jose (Now in Alameda
County; then in. Santa Clara County). This is not to be
confused with the San Jose in Santa Clara County,
which was established some twenty years before Mission
San .Jose, and for which we has a special 13¢ stamp in
1977.
Besides the Spanish names which were in so many
cases expressions of the local geographic conditions (Plano, Los Olivos, Chico, Cuesta, Reliz, etc.) there were
those sites named by the missionaries - Fr. Palou (San
Bruno, Llagas), Fr. Garces (San Antonio) and Fr. Crespi
(San Benito, Morro Bay).
Another large group were the cities named after the
first postmasters or members of their family. One
wonders if this was a catch 22 situation. Did the Post
Offi9e say they would establish a postoffice in Smith's
Ranch if Mr. Smith would let them, locate it in his
residence or store, or did Smith say they could use the
location if the office were named after him? Sometimes
the wife received the honor, with her given name used such as Nita and Gem. And again the name chosen was a
coined one, such as Wildomar, named after William
Collier, Donald Graham and his wife Margaret,
founders of the community.
· Railway presidents, employees and stations
contributed their names in large numbers - Gest,
Halleck, Hanford, Keenbrook, Kelso, Ripley,
representing the Nevada California R.R., Santa Fe,
Central Pacific, and the San Pedro, L.A. and Salt Lake
R.R.
Pioneer settlers, emigrants from Europe and Asia
managed to create a bit of nostalgia with such names as
Zem Zem (Arabian), Yettem (Armenian), Galt
(Canadian), Solvang (Danish), Windsor (English),
Lodoga (Finnish), Loraine (French), Liegan and
Chrysololis (Greek), Ravenna (Italian), and
Randsburg (South African) to name a few.
Women are represented, such as Lockwood, for
Belva Lockwood, an early reformer and twice
candidate for President in the '80s, and Preston for
Emily Preston early entrepreneur. (A stationwago!l
full of Madame Preston's incoming correspondence
provided a great quantity of excellent covers now in
collections around the country).
Even Presidents have been honored- William H.
· Taft, Wilson, George Washington, Roosevelt (both
Teddy and Franklin) and even the Mayor of San
Francisco (Rolph).

I
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EDITOR'S ARENA (Continued)
Real estate developments have provided names such
as Sanger and Hamilton City. In the later years these
sales promoters seem to have gotten into a rut with the
"Rancho" prefi;!(, for we have Rancho California,
Rancho Del Mar, Rancho La Costa, Rancho Park and
Rancho Sante Fe, to name just a few.
Another category for the topical collector would be
the cities that are no more because of the construction
of a dam, whose backwaters have inundated the towns
- Winthrop, Poverty Bar, Reynold's Ferry and Don
Pedro's Bar are some examples that come to mind. .
The coined names have been accepted by the current
generation without their being cognizant of their
build-up. TUMCO for Tumbell Mining Company;
CA WELO for Camp, West and Lowe Farm;
CHARDON for Charles Langdon; ANON, not for
anonymous, but for Andrew Kittilsoo; CALWA for
California Wine_ Association; or DELHI for Delta

Highland Canal Company, and not for a city in India.
The president of the Great Western Power Company
managed to please his family with ALMANOR, for his
daughters Alice, Martha and Eleanor.
The name RADEC has no meaning until you learn
that the citizens of this community wanted the name
CEDAR, but were turned down by the Post Office
Department. So they reversed their chosen name and it
was accepted! This reversing of a name reminds me of
YDALPOM, which Salley attributes to a Wintun
Indian name meaning "north lying place". But don't
you think it was a large landowners subtle way to
honor his favorite kitchen maid?
The collector of postmarks by the county, is faced
with that challenge of completeness - a feat bordering
on the impossible. The town collector who follows a
topical line is not aware of such a frustrating situation.

~

MAY

28
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~~~\~//
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HERALD-Named for the builders of the Central California
Traction Company: Herbert Fleischaker and Alden Anderson.
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ROSTER OF
MEMBERS

Included with this issue of WESTERN
EXPRESS is a Roster of Membersthrough the courtesy of Henry
Spelman and his faithful computer.
WELLS FARGO
ITHMUS
AGENCY

On page I of the April issue the
wrong illustration was used in
reporting the seventh example
of this marking. Of course
the size and type are the same, but th~ date is JUN 25
68.

ON A
SERIOUS
NOTE

What thirty-five year quarterly publication is in need of a 35-year old Editor?
WESTERN EXPRESS. Don't be shy,
give it a try.

MORE- ON One of the more welcome features
of the Oakland (California)
NAMING A
Tribune
was the section entitled
POST OFFICE
merely KNAVE. This feature,
mostly the work of Leonard Verberg, was a nostalgic
account of people and places in the East Bay Area. On
the first of February, 1970 the lead article was on the
"christening" of Oakland. Excerpts follow:
"There's no denying that Oakland got its name from
the fact that the town was founded in the midst of a
forest of oaks, but it wasn't the intention of the town's
founders to have it named Oakland. It was intended
that the village be christened Contra Costa. That was
the name given the first post office here, and except for
a skirmish between two factions over land titles it
would have remained Contra Costa.
A land of oaks it was, but there was more to the
naming of the town than unimitigated romanticism. A
bit of chicanery was involved when the move was made
to incorporate the community back in 1852. The story
to be told today is one told by Reverend Samuel B. Bell
some five years before his death here in 1897.
The Reverend Bell was a distinguished Presbyterian
preacher and one of the earliest ministers in Oakland.
He began his work on the very site where Oakland now
stands. Here he built the town's first Presbyterian
edifice where his faithful followers worshipped. He

was pastor of the church for years, and o:te of the
founders of the College of California. He also served
Oakland in the early State Legislatures, two years as a
Senator (1857-1858) and one year (1862) as an
Assemblyman,.
The College of California prospered and became the
University of California.
The Reverend told his friends that while he strolled
about town in the early days he frequently found
himself repeating "Oakland ... Oakland... Oakland".
Then he would ponder why the city should be called by
this name when its original name of Contra Costa was
so appropriate in every sense. "It is true," he mused,
"Oakland is a fine designation due to the magnificent
forest of live .:>aks. But the name is no reminder of a
city. It is a cognomen altogether rural. Contra Costa,
meaning opposite coast, is a name more imposing for a
city; especially from its position on the opposite coast
from San Francisco". . . (The Reverend's story
follows)
"The settlers who were in possession desired to have
a charter for a city. So they had the tract surveyed and
laid out as a full-fledged city. That survey stands good
and in full authority to the present (1892) day. It is
evidently well done.
In that charter 'Contra Costa' was the name of the
city to be. No human being suggested or even thought
of any other name. No other name was possible. But
the parties who had purchased the Peralta title, were
opposed to all this. Among them were some of the
prominent men of the country. And women, too, you
may add. Kate Hayes, the famous songstress, if you
prefer, was one of them. And the celebrated Jack
Hayes, the renowned Indian conqueror and son-in-law
of the then Secretary of the United States Treasury,
was among the masculines. This party was
determinedly hostile to the incorporation of the City of
Contra Costa 'on their land' as they loudly
proclaimed."
What the Rev. Bell designates as the "settlers" in his
memoir can be identified easily as the Horace W
Carpentier group including Edson Adams and
Andrew Moon. However he does identify what he calls
the "Peralta Party" as Jack Hayes and associates.
"The settlers" the Reverend says, "sent the draft of
the charter by their strongest men in Legislature. The
Peralta Party meanwhile deputized their ablest
representative to oppose it and see to it that the charter
should never, never, become law.
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Naming a Post Office (continued)
Although the settlers' agent pushed the scheme, he
seemed to find himself thwarted at every tum. Bye and
bye, however, there was a lull. The Legislature was
absorbed in a matter of greater moment. The Peralta
agent at the capital picked this time to go to San
Francisco on some other urgent business. He chose the
Saturday afternoon boat. You must remember, there
were no railroads in those days. 'Those feijows'
thought he to himself, 'can do nothing this evening nor
on the morrow, it being Sunday, or on Monday they
simply cannot rush the bill through before my return'.
So he left town without fear.
'The settlers' representative knew that now was the
time for his ambush. He had already made warm
friends of the secretaries of both houses, and with the
Governor and his secretaries. He immediately went to
work with all hands. The charter bill was overhauled.
Wherever the name Contra Costa appeared, the name
Oakland was substituted."
"It didn't matter that his opponent had left a man in
his place while he absented himself from the capita~
'The replacement was a swaggering heeler. He had the
strictest charge to be on constant watch, but nevertheless a new Oakland City Charter was passed and
signed by the Governor and had become a law of the
realm right under his eyes -while he was guarding the
remains of Contra Costa."
All of this was noted by the Reverend Bell 40 years
after it happened in the capitol halls of Vallejo, and he
commented that "It is still tradition that there was a
never-again-to-be approach amount of blue
blasphemy current in the Legislature halls and in San
Francisco after the deed was one. But it was done.
Done as we have told it. And it remains done until this
day," he concluded.
(ED. NOTE - There appears to be a bit of confusion
in the use of the terms "settlers" and "Peralta Party" but then this was the reliving of events forty years
prior).

SECRETARY'S REPORT
New Members
#854- John W. Palm
3316 Carsop Court
Merced, CA 95348
(Collects Merced, Fresno,
~ariposa, Stanislaus &
Madera, Counties)
#855-

Paul James Eslinger
912 Cottonwood St.
Grand Forks, N.D. 58201
(Collects Territorial
PH of Montana, Wyoming &
Dakota)

#856)

James W. Busse
P.O. Box 187
Escondido, CA 92025
(Collects San Diego PH)

#857-

Howard B. Webster
229 Golden Circle
Portales, N.M. 88130
(Collects Territoria1s, DPOs,
APOs, RPOs & PH)
Change of Address

#804-

Robert Swanson
P.O. Box 25569
Santa Ana, CA 92799

#817-

Leon Hyzen
2100 S. Ola Vista
San Clemente, CA 92672

#326-

Seymour Kaplan
6721 N. W. 45th Ct.
Lauderhill, FL 33319

Reinstated
#678-

Andrew R. Link
1358 Paramount,
Pocatello, ID 83201

#783- Dickson H. Preston
P.O. Box 5332
San Francisco, CA 94101

Deceased

#525-

Gordon Fisk
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CONTENTS OF A LETTER
117 Days Around The Horn
San Francisco, June 10, 1878
My dear FatherI should have written you the first, but as I have
written two letters to mother, I thought it just the same
as·if I had written them to you, for it only amounts to
the direction on an envelope after all, does it not?
Yesterday was Sunday and I went to church for the
first time in four months, and I enjoyed it very much.
I never was such a length of time absent from a church.
You said in your letter you should think I would be
very tired of the sea after four months upon it, but on
the contrary I enjoyed the voyage very much, wit·h the
exception of Cape Horn, which I detest. I was the only
one on the ship who was sorry the voyage had come to
an end. The M. V. Grace arrived here the other day
after being out from New York 102 days, having
beaten the Yound America by 15 days. Before she
came we had made the fastest passage of any of the
ships in port. She is the ship I should have sailed in!
The day we left New York, the wind being North West
we had a good run off the coast; for three days the wind
remained up in this quarter, and we ran with our
studding sails set. Upon the fourth she was hailed upon
the wind as it had come more to the East. The ships go
very far to the East so as to get clear of the calms which
are to be encountered off Cape St. R. on the Brazilian
coast. For the first ten days we saw several ships every
day, and passed them all. Then we did not see anything
for some days, when we saw a ship coming up behind
us. Now this looked very bad, but coming nearer she
proved to be a German steamer with emigrants bound
to Pernambuco. She came very near to us and we could
see everyone upon her decks. And I thought she would
have repoarted us, we showed her our name. Then we
saw a barque bound North who also should have done
· the same thing for us.
Now we came to a place where the whole Ocean
appeare~ as if it were on fire at night, and it lit up the
whole ship so that everything could be seen as well as in
the day time. And when the porpoises and Dolphins
would play around the ships bow it appeared as if they
wer~ fiery cirpents from the long fiery wake they left
behmd them, and when the wind blew it was
magnificent - and I could read a book. The sailors
said they never had seen it quite a bright as it then was.
We had some very handsome sunrises and sunsets but
upon the whole I was rather disappointed with mo~t of
them. We saw several ships going into Rio. When off
the river Plat we had the most violent and sudden
storm, which are called Pomparoes. We were some

four or five hundred miles out at sea, but still the storm
brought all kinds of insects and birds to us. I pursued
some of them. We caught an owl and a very beautiful
eagle. The oWl died off the Horn from the cold, but the
eagle escaped from us.
We had quite an exciting race with an English
barque, which lasted for two days, but in the end we
came off victorious, and at noon the second day she
disappeared from our view, not to appear again. We
were now met by the Cape Horn pigeons, a very
handsome bird somewhat larger than our pigeons.
They are black and white, spotted and they have
beautiful wings all fluted and the tail the same. We
caught several Molley Hawks, but let them go again. I
got an Albetross. They were on the rocks breeding
when we went past the Horn. He was pretty large,
stood two feet from the deck I should say.
We were blown back 70 miles one day while hove to
off the Horn. We went into the Antarctic Ocean, and
were surrounded by floating ice and icebergs for
several days and in a fog all the time. We came very
near to being run into by other ships any number of
times. They have a trick of not putting on any lights till
all but upon you. We passed a Whaler off the Horn.
· We had some very heavy weather, and upon the tenth
Sunday had a hurricane which lasted 5 hours. We went
very close to the Island of Juan Fernandez, not much
more than a mile, I should say and it did look so pretty.
I should ~ave liked to remain there for a few days. The
weather was very lovely from this till near San
Francisco. For four weeks we did not see a single sail. I
did not go up the masts as you expressed a desire for
me not to do so, but it was very provoaking not to be
able to go and I did want to do it ever so much. I know
every roap belonging to a full rigged ship now and have
learned lots about a ship that I would never have
known by remaining on land. We were out 117 days I
will tell you the rest when I return. I will see you before
long. Ever your son, Allison Swan
ED. Note -Mr. Swan mentions that they had very
heavy weather off the Horn and a hurricane that lasted
five hours. The "horn" was always a nemesis for the
sailing ships. Carl Cutler refers to this in his book
"Greyhounds of the Sea" (which, with his "Queens of
t~e Western Ocean" make a fine addition to your
hbrary). He lists the sailings from the East Coast to
San Francisco, and in the 1850s we note the following:
the "Competitor" left Boston April 19, 1856 and
reached San Francisco after a voyage of 139 days,
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.CONTENTS OF A LETTER (Continued)
because she was "80 days off Horn"., and the"Panther"
left Boston July 8, 1857 reaching S.F. 144 days later
.' because she "was off horn all September." And in a
third case the "Golden Eagle" sailed from New York
on the 23rd of May arrived in San Francisco on
Christmas Eve after a voyage of 217 days and was "90
days off Horn in heavy gale".
The gales were not the only elements that delayed
arrival in San Francisco
- the coastal fog took its
toll
.
.

too. The ''Typhoon" arrived in S.F. June 8, 1853 after a
133 day trip from New york and "was detained off San
Francisco by fog - arrived of the heads June 4". And
the good ship "San Francisco" was delayed a bit in her
· 106 day trip because she "was lost offthe entrance of
S.F. harbor". And the "Mariieluke" departing Boston
October 3, 1855 sailed into San Francisco Bay on
February I 9, .1856 after being "off San Francisco 10
days in calms and fog". Oh for the life of a sailor!

EDITOR'S 'ARENA (Continued)
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PASTE UPS

Through the courtesy of Ray Costa
we illustrate an interesting paste-up
from his collection. The normal Wells
Fargo & Co./San Francisco handstamp cancels the
U.S. stamped envelope The face ofthe other envelope
bears no postal or Express markings, but its address is
a challenging one. It is printed in light purple, so does
not reproduce weli, so here is what it says:
IBIS GUN CLUB

DRAW BRIDGE
Bet. Goodyear & Teal Stations N.R.R.
SOLANO CO., CAL.
MESSENGER WILL PLEASE THROW THIS OFF
AS TRAIN PASSES BRIDGE KEEPER'S HOUSE •

' ,.

·-~·

R·. 1.1l.,

S~~ANG C()i; .CAL~

;. )

:_l (, ~(:.::~~:J

· It would appear that Steele & Co. and its
predecessors Lowe & Co. had considerable business
with the Gun Club, to have pre-printed envelopes.
Hope the Messenger's aim was good and that Emanuel
didn't have to fish his letter out of the slough.

(These "paste-ups" offer a bit of a problem in word
choice for describing them. You can't say "reverse
side", "back" or "verso" since that feature of each
envelope is sacrificed when the envelopes are glued
together "back-to-hack". Maybe the face of the
stamped envelope should be called "primary face" arid
that of the adhering envelope "secondary face." I am a
sciolist when it comes to paste-ups).
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Western, Advertising, Patriotic and Express
COVERS
UNITED STATES STAMP CO., INC.
Specialists in Buying and Selling

368 BUSH ST

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104

415~421~7398

MARIN COUNTY (CALIF)
COVERS

WANTED

WANTED

19th CENTURY
COVERS

For my personal collection
What do have to offer?

OF ·THE WORLD

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill
P.O. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC.
120 East 56th Street
New York, NY 10022
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CHRISTIE'S
ROBSON LOWE

Auctions for U.S.A. & WESTERN COVERS are held quarterly
Details of all our services in the U.S.A.
Scott Trepel or Elizabeth Pope
IN NEW YORK
502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10014
Telephone: 546-1000
Telex: 620721
Sales held twice or three times a year
with EUROPE, NEAR EAST & FAR EAST material
Martin Eichele, Steinwiesplatz, 8032 Zurich

IN LONDON

IN ZURICH

Approximately 40 sales a year including specialised
GREAT BRITAIN & BRITISH EMPIRE
Colin Fraser or Susan Worsley
47 Duke Street, St. James's, London, SWl Y 6QX
Cables: "Stamps London SWl"
Telex: 895097 4

Sales held monthly including Whole World collections,
covers, stamps and philatelic literature
Charles Leonard or Graham Carey
39 Poole Hill, Bournemouth, BH2 5PX
Telex: 41146

IN BOURNEMOUTH
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Words to the Wise
Western Postal History Buffs.
Check our Auctions
Our 9 Auctions annually often turn up choice Items and provide an excellent check on current market prices. The fully illustrated-much in fullcolor-catalog is tops in its field and can't be beaten for the accuracy and
completeness of its descriptions: Copies are free if picked up at our downtown San Francisco store. By mail, send name, address, and 1$3.00
If you wish to sell your collection, there is no charge for our advice on how
to get top dollar-by consignment to our auction, by our direct purchase or
by a private treaty arrangement. Appraisal fees, if any, are returned to the
seller if the collection is consigned to our auction or purchased directly by
us within 6 months.

~lf4t!!l,~!!!.r~?NC

117 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 • Tel. (4/5) 781-5127

HARMERS INTERNATIONAL
U.S. COVERS
My stock of covers is strong in all periods
from stampless to modern, Alabama
to Wyoming.
What would you like to see?
References, please.

Henry M. Spelman, Ill
P.O. Box 645
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960

SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER
AUCTIONEERS TO THREE CONTINENTS.
CATERING TO THE SPECIALIST
AND GENERAL COLLECTOR

HARMERS

HARMERS

of New York Inc.

of San Francisco, Inc.

14 East 33rd Street
New York, NY 10016

49 Geary Street
San Francisco, CA 94102

Cable: Hermers11e New York

Cable: Harmersale San Francisco

Tel. (212) 532-3700

Tel. (415) 391-8244

New York

San Francisco

London

Sydney
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