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EDITOR'S ARENA 

AMERICAN The 99th APS general meeting was 
PHILATELIC · held in San Diego in August. Our 
SOCIETY . Western Cover Society members 
99th MEETING were well represented in the win-

ners' circle. In the World Series of 
Philately, which is the name the APS gives to the 
annual competition of winners of Grand Awards at 
over thirty designated National shows, John Birkin
bine II carried off the Champion of Champions award 
with his showing of "Confederate States of America." 
WSC members in contention for this award included 
George Kramer, John 0. Griffiths and Dr. Charles 
Wunsch, who had won the Grand Award at NOJEX, 
SESCAL and V APEX respectively. 

In the regular competitive class, member Richard 
"Buck" Jordan's exhibit of "Rhode Island Postal 
History" brought him the Grand Award, as well as a 
Gold and the APS Medal of Excellence, pre-1900. 

John 0. Griffiths' "A History of Railways During 
the Steam Train Era" garnered a gold and the AT A 
First. 

In the Literature section, Jesse Coburn's "Letters of 
Gold" brought a Gold, while Dr. James Milgram's 
"Abraham Lincoln Illustrated Envelopes and Letter 
Paper" received a Silver-Bronze medal. 

WELLS FARGO Some 35 or 40 years ago, Ernest 
HISTORY Wiltsee, prominent collector of 
ROOM early Western Express covers left 

his collection of several thousand 
covers in trust to the Wells Fargo Bank History Room 
in San Francisco. The covers, together with some col
lateral material, were duly catalogued and mounted 
for permanent display. (A 70-page Index was mimeo
graphed for this "Stuart de Rapalie Wiltsee Memorial 
Collection".) The covers were written up based on the 
then knowledge of the philatelic world and mounted in 
upri~ht frames on sliding easels, permitting adequate 
VIewmg. Later years brought information indicating 
that some of the covers were not what they purported 
to be. But nothing was done to rectify the original 
note~. Collectors discovered that Scotch tape, so 
prohfically used, together with the protective covering 
was having an adverse affect on some of the covers: 
This was brought to the attention of the History 
Room. M~. Wiltse~, as in the case with so many gifts 
and donatwns of this nature, had provided no funds to 
pr_epare and maintain the collection. And perhaps the 
H 1st or~ Room's close budget did not permit any 
extenSIVe constructive action. At any rate, nothing was 
done about the display. 

A few months ago, Mr. Michael Lawrence, Manag
ing Editor of Linn's Weekly Stamp News, wrote an 
Editorial which questioned the advisibility of stamp 
and cover collections being donated to museums. He 
cited cases where the collection was accepted and then 
"filed away" in the basement or storage room - lost to 
collectors and historians. Or accepted, but inappropri
ately displayed. One of the several he cited was the 
Wells Fargo History Room, wherein he expressed 
some concern about the condition of the material, with 
the thought that some action should be taken to 
preserve the valuable covers. This Editorial was shown 
to Wells Fargo officials - and evidently at an appro
priate time! For plans had already been made to 
refurbish and enlarge the History Room. 

We are hoping that this refurbishment will permit 
some auxiliary action. Members of our Society have 
suggested that photos be taken of each cover, making 
negatives or prints available to collectors (at a price), 
or even for publishing as a book whose sale would 
provide some revenue. And further, slides could be 
made, with the series being rented out to philatelic 
societies thruout the nation for their evening's 
program. 

All of this could be after the collection itself has been 
"refurbished" with accurate historical and philatelic 
information for each cover. 

While the ideal way to exhibit the Wiltsee material 
- from the point of view of the public, would be in 
frames on the walls around the rooms, the action of 
sun and artificial light could have a rather deleterious 
effect on the covers. The present method of the upright 
frames in a case keeps the material under cover when 
not in use. This is the method used at the Philatelic 
Museum in Berne - where the housing of the upright 
frames extends some 30 feet along the wall of the 
museum. 

The Wells Fargo History Room will be closed from 
September I, 1985 thru the end of May 1986, for the 
major physical alterations and enlargement. 

WELLS In August members received, through the 
FARGO of the Wells Fargo Bank History Room, 

copies of member Dr. Turrentine Jackson's 
books on Wells Fargo in Utah and in Idaho. In prior 
years his Wells Fargo stories of the operations in 
Colorado, Montana and Southern California were 
distributed to the membership. 
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ADVERTISEMENT-----------· 

CHRISTIE'S 
. ROBSON LOWE 

Auctions for U.S.A. & WESTERN COVERS are held 
Details of all our services in the U.S.A. 

quarterly 

Scott Trepel or Elizabeth Pope 
502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10014 IN NEW YORK 

Telephone: 546-1000 Telex: 620721 

Sales held twice or three times a year 
with EUROPE, NEAR EAST & FAR EAST material 

Martin Eichele, Steinwiesplatz. 8032 . Zurieh 
IN ZURICH 

Approximately 40 sales a year including specialised 

IN LONDON 
GREAT BRITAIN & BRITISH EMPIRE 

Colin Fraser or Susan Worsley 
47 Duke Street, St. James's. London, SWl Y 6QX 
Cables: "Stamps London SWl" Telex: 895097 4 

Sales held monthly including Whole World collections, 
covers, stamps and philatelic literature 

Charles Leonard or Graham Carey IN BOURNEMOUTH 
39 Poole Hill, Bournemouth, BH2 5PX 

Telex: 41146 
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EDITOR'S ARENA (Continued) 

Perhaps you have wondered what qualifications, 
what background William G. Fargo and Henry Wells 
had to be so suc~ssful in their "western" operations. 

Our member Robert Livingston's story in this issue 
of Western Express answers this unasked question by 
presenting a most interesting account of Well's and 
Fargo's activities on the East Coast. You will be 
amazed at the versatility of these two entrepreneurs. 

METER The Sales Department column in the 
MAIL American Philatelist usually carries a 

closing paragraph which says "Stamp 
Out Meters. The member following you collects 
stamps, probably not meters. Please use stamps when 
mailing each circuit." I wonder tho - the next in line 
member might appreciate a clean meter showing a high 
postage rate (the USPS registry rate being what it is) 
rather than a used block of four of the one or two 
dollar stamps that has been subjected to the Postal Ser
vices smeary colored ink, used on so many registered 
letters. 

Your Editor's pet peeve is the collector who insists 
on using the legal size envelope for his mailings. The 
large envelope is anathema for exhibiting- and some 
of these enevelopes come with a special postmark 
begging you not to tear off the stamp for soaking! 

NOVEL 
FRAME 
NUMBERING 

Page3 

At the August STaMpsHOW '85, 
the A PS's Champion of Champions 
annual competition, a new "system" 
of numbering the exhibit frames sur

faced. Numbering was from right to left, which made it 
a bit confusing for viewers - and judges. The East Bay 
Collectors Club (Oakland, Calif) Stamp Show in 
September seems to have been influenced by this APS 
precedent, and right to left was the sequence of the 
frame numbers. Some of the seasoned exhibitors 
ignored the frame numbers and, using their allotted 
five or ten frames, mounted their exhibits in the 
customary left to right order (as were the pages IN their 
frames). This was fine, for them, but the combination 
of two "systems" only added to the problem. 

Let us hope that the new method doesn't catch on 
with other philatelic societies. 

WELLS, 
PHARAOH 
&CO 

Member George Kramer, after 
attending ISRAPHIL (Where he 
garnered a gold for his Express 
covers) journeyed to Luxor. The 

postcard he mailed from there seems to indicate that 
express service was introduced by the Pharaoh's! 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

UNITED STATES STAMP CO., INC. 
Specialists in Buying and Selling 

368 BUSH ST SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104 415-421-7398 

MARIN COUNTY (CALIF) 

COVERS 

WANTED 

For my personal collection 
What do have to offer? 

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo, CA 94960 

WANTED 

19th CENTUBY 

COVERS 

OF ·THE WORLD 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC. 
120 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 
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New Members 
#858- Bobby G. Rice 

3072 St. Clair Pl. 
Memphi~, TN 38127 
(Collects Books & . 
Journals of U.S. 
Postal History) 

#859- Rod Crossley 
P.O. Box 732 
Simi Valley, CA 93062 
(Collects Ventura Co. 
& Calif. RPO and 
Agent cancels) 

#860- Steven Morehead 
950 Via Zapata, Apt. 12 
Riverside, CA 92507 
(Collects Towns & 
Territorials) 

#861 - Dr. Howard Harmon 
12540 Camino Vuelo 
San Diego, CA 92128 
(Collects Express 
Postal History & 
Antique mining photos) 

#862- Paul Brenner 
P.O. Box 402 
South Orange, N.J. 070179 
(Collects special 
cancels- varied) 

#863,- Robert E. Omberg 
3624 Norton Place N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
(Collects: Territorials, 
Towns, Express, R.P.O. 
of Idaho; and Oregon 
Towns) 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Change of Address 

Dr. W. W. Bilyeu 

~' 
P.O. Box 410416 
San Francisco, CA 94141 

William T. Crowe 

''" P.O. Box 2090 vY Danbury, CT 06810 

Malcolm Lacy 
cf o Argyll Etkin Ltd. 
48 Conduit St. 
New Bond Street 
London WIR 9FB ENGLAND 

C. Angus Parker 
cf o Argyll Etkin Ltd. 

u-11\ 48 Conduit Street 
New Bond Street :; 
London WIR 9FB ENGLAND 

Dickson Preston 

~~ P.O. Box 1242 
Tacoma, WA 98401 

D. Anson Reinhart 

11\q,v P.O. Box 23512 
Oakland, CA 94623 

Deceased 
#126 Earl P. Apfelbaum 

PageS 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Words to the Wise 
Western Postal History Buffs. 

Check our Auctions 

Our 9 Auctions annually often turn up choice items and provide an excel
lent check on current market prices. The fully illustrated-much in full
color-catalog is tops in its field and can't be beaten for the accuracy and 
completeness of its descriptions. Copies are free if picked up at our down
town San Francisco store. By mail, send name, address, andl$3.00 

If you wish to sell your collection, there is no charge for our advice on how 
to get top dollar-by consignment to our auction, by our direct purchase or 
by a private treaty arrangement. Appraisal fees, if any, are returned to the 
seller if the collection is consigned to our auction or purchased directly by 
us within 6 months. 

~!!4/i!lr,~!!~!!~r.NC. 
127 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 · Tel. (415) 781-5127 

HARMERS INTERNATIONAL 
U.S. COVERS 

My stock of covers is strong in all periods 
from stampless to modern, Alabama 

SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER 

AUCTIONEERS TO THREE CONTINENTS. 

CATERING TO THE SPECIALIST 

AND GENERAL COLLECTOR to Wyoming. 

What would you like to see? 
References, please. 

Henry M. Spelm~~n, Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 

HARMERS HARMERS 
of New York Inc. of San Francisco, Inc. 

14 East 33rd Street 49 Geary Street 

New York, NY 10016 San Francisco, CA 94102 
Cable: Harmerule New Yor!c Cable: Harmersale San Francisco 

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Tel. (415) 391·8244 

New York San Francisco London Sydney 
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LETTER OF 
General William T. Sherman 

From the collection of John R. Drew 

Sir, 

Head Qrs. Mil. Dept. 
Monterey, Cal., Deer. 18, 1848 

Accounts have been received of a most horrible 
murder committed at the Mission of San Miguel, 
about a week ago, upon the persons of Mr. Reed and 
his whole family amounting to ten persons. Colonel 
Mason directs that you select two or three good men 
from Company F 3rd Arty and that you start early 
tomorrow morning for the Mission of San Miguel and 
beyond if necessary to fulfill the following instructions. 

First become acquainte:d with the particulars of the 
murder and as much evidence as you can of the 
murderers. Communicate with the Alcalde of the 
District and inform him that you are ready to assist in 
the search for, and arrest of the criminals. Call upon 
the people to pursue and secure the perpetrators of so 
horrible a deed. If you find the murderers already 
arrested, and [in] the hands of the civil authorities, 
there let them remain unless you think further action 
on your part necessary to ensure justice, but if you find 

(Lt. Ord, noting that the back page of the letter was blank 
economically used it for a diary f expense account - a~ 
follows) 

... from the Padre at $3 per day each Stopt that night 
at Branches- paid $6forcorn&$l for food -left for 
south - reached Alamos & slept. Paid $1 for food 
left & reached next Ranch of Refugio - paid $6 for 
corn and slept there, & next day at 12 reached Sa. 
Barbara found the culprits had confessed & the 

that they have escaped to the south or north send such 
expresses to the Military or civil authorities as will be 
most likely to ensure their arrest. 

Col. Mason is very anxious that the perpetrators of 
this crime should not escape the punishment they so 
much deserve. 

Captain Marcy will turn over to you funds for sub
sisting and foraging your men and animals. He will 
also turn over to you the mules and horses you may 
require in the fulfilment of this order. 

To 

I have the honor to be 
Your most obt. servt. 

W. T. SHERMAN 
1st Lieut 3rd Arty 
AAAG 

1st Lieut E. 0 . C. Ord 
Monterey Redoubt 
Calif a. 

people were waiting for me bot I 50 j I 00 Bread & I 14 
of Beef for men gave Sargent $8 dolls. for purchases 
and left mules & Horses with P. Hill, at Mission pd. 
Don Pablo next day 4 ounces (gold) for the 
Despatches. Jury called 12 men, tried the prisoners 
Quinn, Ream & Le? (alias Fisher). On Tuesday 26th 
Deer found guilty & sentenced to be shot on Thursday 
28th I 0 oclock. 
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SHERMAN LETTER (Continued) 

Paid Sergt. Maxim $10 on the 29th do. A Luis $18 for 
Hire of one Horse, do - 26 dols. for one bbl wine, do 
on the 2d Jany 49 - to Rodriguez $12.50 for services 
as vaquero bot provisions at Santa. Barbara of Don 
Cesario Atalaga - not pd. E.O.C.O. 

left Angeles 8th Sunday - gave 10 (dols?) to 
Pigeon pd $2 for liquor, & $4 for food in town, pd $1 
for eggs at ranch four days to Santa Barba. & pd. 8 
dols on the road for grain & horse feed pd at Sa. Ba. 
60. to Hill, 22 to Don Cesario- 50 more to Pigeon for 
Horse hire $18 for Horse hire - gave $4 to the 
church, pd. at Ortega's $4 for corn at Sa. Inez $16 for 
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do - at Alamos $4 - at Aroya Grande $6 - at San 
Luis $96 to padre $3 for corn, 150 (1.50?) for food, at 
Paso Robles. 
Historical Note: Edward Otho Cresap Ord, was one of eight 
children of James Ord, who served in the War of 1812. With 
J ames, his brother, he came West in 1847, arriving in 
Monterey January 28, on the U.S. Lexington, with company 
F, 3rd U.S. Artillery. Under Lt. Ord's direction the Company 
took possession of the customs house and built a fort there 
(the first fort in Alta California). Ord served in the Civil 
War, rising to the rank of Major General. Camp Ord was 
established by the U.S. government in 1917 in Monterey 
County. In 1940 it was renamed Fort Ord and is well 
remembered as a staging area in World War II. 

The Adam & Co. wood block frank was the first printed frank of 
any California Express CompanY. "PAID~ and "Over our 
California and Coast Routes" were copied almost exactly by Wells & 
Fargo two years later. 

Pacifieus Ord, Edward's brother, was a lawyer and later Federal 
Judge. He lived for a time on part of Castro Ranch in Aptos. His 
grandfather, as was Edward's, was King George IV. As Prince of 
Wales, King George had married a belle of London, Maria Ann Fitz
Herbert, a commoner. Their son, James was shipped to America in 
charge of a priest named Ord, whose name James adopted. Edward 
and Pacificus were two of James' eight children. 
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WELLS AND FARGO: EVER WESTWARD 
ROBERT D. LIVINGSTON 

Henry Wells and William G. Fargo in the 1840s 
pioneered expressing west of New York's Hudson 
River. In 1850 they consolidated their successful 
eastern and (mid)western business into the American 
Express Company and in 1852 pushed on to greater 
challenges in the Far West. 

During the infancy of the express business in the 
United States, Wells and Fargo showed themselves to 
be men of vision all the while they gained practical 
experience. Henry Wells (1805-1878), for instance, in 
the late 1830s was moving freight and passengers over 
the Erie Canal. In 1841 he was agent at Albany for 
William F. Harnden, generally regarded as the "father 
of the express business." Here he grasped the signifi
cance of America's westward movement. 

Harnden, unfortunately, did not wish to expand to 
Buffalo and beyond. He preferred to stay where 
business was profitable, and remarked pointedly: "If 
Mr. Wells chooses to run an express to the Rocky 
Mountains he may. I would not do it." Harnden con
centrated on his European expressing that aided the 
emigration of Irish and Germans to the United States. 
Wells lost no time and took advantage of the oppor
tunity that beckoned. 

Wells suggested to George Pomeroy that he run an 
express from Albany to Buffalo, as the well-estab
lished express firm of Adams & Co. also neglected this 
area. Before long, Pomeroy & Co. added Wells and 
Crawford Livingston to the proprietorship. The 
weekly trip between Albany and Buffalo took four 
nights and three days. Wells served as messenger for 
about eighteen months and never missed a trip. He 
carried the valuables in a trunk that kept expanding as 
business grew. This led a railroad superintendent to 
exclaim that "of all the wonderful growth he had seen 
in the West, none equaled Wells' trunk." The increas
ing size of that trunk symbolized the enlargement of 
the express business under Wells' management. 

Wells also knew how to make a point publicly. He 
served the benefits of expressing, as it were, on the half 
shell. A prominent restauranteur in Buffalo com
plained that fresh oysters - a great nineteenth century 
American delicacy - were unavailable. Demand was 
greater than any expense and he asked Wells to bring 
them in. The arrival of Wells' oysters caused a sensa
tion and soon he regularly supplied the succulent 
mollusks to an appreciative public. 

William G. Fargo (1818-1881), the second member 
of the West's most famous partnership, became asso
ciated with Wells in 1842. As an agent of the Auburn & 
Syracuse Railroad, he had gained skills useful when he 
joined Pomeroy & Co. as a messenger. The next year, 
1843, he became their express agent at the major city of 
Buffalo. 

The business expanded and in 1843 Pomeroy & Co. 
adopted the name of Livingston, Wells & Pomeroy 
(Exhibit 1). With a steady increase in traffic, Crawford 
Livingston's brothers- ] ohnston and William A. - be
came actively engaged in the business. Meeting with 
additional public favor, the company commenced a 
run into New York City aboard steamboats on the 
Hudson River. Upon retirement of George Pomeroy, 
probably in 1844, the name then became Livingston, 
Wells & Co. 

- - --· ~ . ... -

Exhibit 1-Courtesy of Basil Pearce 

lt was in the same year that Livingston, Wells & Co. 
made postal history by reducing the cost of mailing 
letters. At that time, the post office was charging 
twenty-five cents for a letter between New York and 
Buffalo. At the suggestion of Henry Wells, the firm 
advertised to carry a letter on that route for six cents or 
it would sell twenty stamps for one dollar. The federal 
government had assumed that it had a monopoloy for 
transporting letters and opposed the competition. 
Public support, however, favored the express com
pany. Nevertheless, by an Act of March 3, 1845, 
Congress established a new rate, effective July 1, 1845, 
at five cents for distance under 300 miles and ten cents 
for any greater distance. Then Wells proposed taking 
over the entire mail service of the United States, 
including delivery, at the rate of five cents per letter. 
First Assistant Postmaster General Hobbie hastily 
declined the offer, saying: "Zounds, sir, it would throw 
16,000 postmasters out of office!" These appointments 
were too politically important as patronage for any 
administration to give serious consideration to such a 
proposal. 
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WELLS AND FARGO (Continued) 

LIVINGSTON & WELLS, Exp...,.. Forwaraera. 

Exhibit 2 {reduced} 

A bold new move occurred in Aprill845 when Wells 
and Fargo, along with Dan Dunning, organized Wells 
& Co. to operate from Buffalo to Cincinnati, St. Louis 
and Chicago via steamships. stagecoaches and wagon 
trails. Some writers mistakenly refer to this venture as 
"Western Express" which actually was a geographical 
designation to differentiate it from a subsequent Wells 
& Co. in the East. Fargo's strenuous efforts and per
severence made Wells & Co. a widely recognized insti
tution. 

In 1846 Wells and Fargo separated for a time when 
Wells sold his interest in Wells & Co. to William A. 
Livingston. This enabled him to go to New York to 
become more closely identified with Livingston, Wells 
& Co. as Crawford Livingston now required his 
assistance. 

They retained this name for their newly established 
European express which had offices in London and 
Paris. Wells kept control of Livingston, Wells & Co. 
even after the birth of the American Express Company 
in 1850, and in 1853 sold it to Wells, Fargo & Co. In 
1856, with only the Paris office remaining, Wells Fargo 
closed Livingston, Wells & Co. 

Meantime, Wells and Crawford Livingston adopted 
the name of Livingston & Wells for their New York 
business.' A receipt (Exhibit 2) established the follow
ing locations of their offices in western New York: 
Albany, Utica, Rome, Syracuse, Auburn, Geneva, 
Canandaigua, Rochester, Batavia and Buffalo. Al
though Wells and Fargo were no longer partners, they 
remained allies. Significantly, the receipt denotes as 
forwarders: Wells & Co., Buffalo for The West. 

As joint-stock companies that required the personal 
attention of their principal proprietors-and not cor
porations- names changed easily. Wells & Co., 
serving the Old Northwest, changed its identity to 
Livingston & Fargo. A receipt (Exhibit 3) carries as 
proprietors the names of W.A. Livingston in Buffalo 
and W.G. Fargo in Detroit. Issued at Cleveland, Ohio 
on October 26, 1848, it provides for the transportation 
of one package to Cambridge, Massachussetts. Living
ston and Fargo stipulate that the package would be 
forwarded by them only to Buffalo. From that point a 
new Wells & Co. could convey it to its eastern desti
nation. 

Crawford Livingston, who had been associated with 
Wells since they joined forces in Pomeroy & Co., died 
in 1847. As death approached, he had asked that his 
interest in the business be allowed to continue for the 
benefit of his wife and family, a request which Wells 
honored. The firm took over the designation of Wells 
& Co., on November 19, 1847. Then on March 4, 1848 
Caroline C. Livingston, Crawford's widow, withdrew 

1A. L. Stimson in his History of the Express Business, 1860, 
pp. 79, 83-84; 1881, pp. 61, 64, does not mention Livingston 
and Wells. He hints at its existence (p. 64): "The firm of 
Livingston, Wells & Co. was continued until the latter part of 
1846." However, as Stemson wrote fifteen years after events 
described, the possibility exists that Livingston, Wells & Co. 
always designated the foreign business, while the New York 
firm between 1844 and 1847 was always Livingston & Wells. 
Receipts covers, or newspaper advertisements from 1844-
1845 will resolve the mystery. · 
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Exhibit 3 (reduced) 

from Wells & Co. and Livingston, Wells & Co. Until With the growing sue ss of express companies on 
new forms could be printed, receipts issued as late as the East Coast, a new fir made its appearance in 1848 
March 30, 1848 (Exhibit 4) carry the names of H. Wells or 1849. John Wl, who would later become 
and Mrs. C. C. Livingston as proprietors. They also president of the Overland Mail Company, and James 
show "late Livingston & Wells" aftre the new title, with D. Wasson started an express service between New 
principal offices in New York and Buffalo. The same York and Albany. Before the end of 1849 they were 
offices that appear on Exhibit 2 continue to be shown. able to obtain an exclusive contract on all of the New 
Of particular interest is the name of S.P. Carter as York Central Railroad lines to the detriment of Wells 
agent at Albany. Four years later he headed the & Co. This was a prelude to the latter part of the 
express department of Wells, Fargo & Co. in San century when express companies expanded through 
Francisco. Confirming the close relationship with railroad contracts. Before long, railroads came· to 
former associates, the receipt specifies that forwarding dominate or own many of the express companies. 
would be by Livingston & Fargo's Express to o- Early in ~. Wells & Co., Butterfield, Wasson & 
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Toledo, Cincinnati and~ Company, and Livingston & Fargo negotiated a con-
St. Louis. "' solidation. From these three, two firms emerged to 

Johnston Livingston and Edward C. Winslow each form the American Express Company with head-
purchased a one-third interest in Wells & Co. Their quarters in New York City. It maintained the western 
names, along with Henry Wells, appear as proprietors and eastern divisions of territory. Henry Wells was the 
of Wells & Co. on an 1850 receipt (Ex hi bit 5). In addi- first president, serving in that capacity until 1868, 
tion to Express Forwarders, the company describes William G. Fargo the secretary and John Butterfield 
itself as General Foreign and Domestic Agents. line superintendent. 

: "e'?a~I?:,~ 1!5 QJQI·.o ' . - .. -·· - ~'~ -- ·-~/ ·- · "/ -,- s ·: 
'I cl.uo J.,t.~~1•& .. WoUoj • V'tf(,oJIIpi . .//CdA;d_-:}'_;?:_ 1~.,4 , 0 
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il't"F-~.:~~~:::::::::::·.:::•r;::;· ffcc'~ t:Joummt for SAMUEL P. 9ARTER, AcU<T: • . 
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Exhibit 4-Courtesy Wells Fargo & Company Archives. San Francisco (reduced) 
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WELLS AND FARGO (Continued) 

FORY:/ARDERS, AND GENERAL FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AGENTS. 

Exhibit 5 (reduced) 

A January II, 1851 receipt issued by Livingston, 
Fargo & Co. (Exhibit 6) covering the shipment of 
money from Erie, Pennsylvania to a bank in Ashta
bula, Ohio reflects the new title when the firm became 
part of American Express Company. In addition, it 
notes that Livingston had moved from Buffalo to 
Cincinnati while Fargo had left Detroit to settle in 
Buffalo where he later served as mayor (1862-1866). 

An eastern receipt dated May 17, 1851 (Exhibit 7) is 
an American Express Company form issued by Wells, 
Butterfield & Co. for the transportation of a trunk 
within New York State. It acknowledges as proprie
tors: Wells, Butterfield & Co. for the area between New 
York and Buffalo, and Livingston, Fargo & Co., 
serving Buffalo West (to St. Louis). 

An 1866 receipt (Exhibit 8) shows the western- or 
now midwestern-orientation of American Express. 
Apart from New York and parts of Pennsylvania, none 

of the thirteen original states is represented on the list 
at the left of the receipt. Significantly, Americna Ex
press only served the "WEST'N" portion of 
Pennsylvania. With a faithful dog promising security, 
President Henry Wells had brought expressing to the 
West of his youth. However, lands even fartht;r_ West 
proved tempting. 

The discovery of gold in California captured the 
attention of Wells and Fargo. Adams & Co. , the great 
East Coast rival of American Express, entered the 
golden land in 1849. Wells and Fargo proposed to 
challenge them. John Butterfield and two others on the 
American Express Company board of directors 
opposed the extension. Undaunted, on March 18, 
1852-two years to the day from the formation of 
American Express Company- Henry Wells a nd 
William G. Fargo formed the joint-stock company 
bearing their names: Wells, Fargo & Co. Again they 
moved westward- and the rest is history. 

LIVINGS'l'ON, E'ABGO & 00. EXPRESS PORW ARDEBS. 

~ ~A:;..SBC1~ L?:./K. J95j/. 
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!
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Exhibit 6 (reduced) 
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WELLS AND FARGO (Continued) 

1841-1843 
1843-1844 
1844-1846 
1846-1847 

1847-1850 
185~ 

AWrnl!Ril<DA~ llU!lP!BrnlSH:;s <U®lUlPA!ll!o 
•••xllJ.'l!'i!!EI~ .Wells, Butterfield 8t Co1 .liit!l!!lli!I!§E~ 

EXPRESS FORWARDERS, AND GENERAL FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AGENTS. 
Wells, Butterfield & Co., ! &>#1-A:I?.D~~ur. I Living~loo, Far!o & Co, 

New-York and Bdalo. - , ~ BtTFFALO, WEST. 

Exhibit 7 (reduced) 

Exhibit 8 (reduced) 

WELLS and FARGO Interests in 
Pred·ecessors to 

AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY 
NEW YORK to ALBANY 
toBUFFALO (EAST) 

Pomeroy & Co. 
Livingston, Wells & Pomeroy 

Livingston, Wells & Co. 
Livingston & Wells 

Wells & Co. 

Wells, Butterfield & Co. in AMERICAN 

EXPRESS COMPANY (combined Wells 
& Co. and Butterfield, Wasson & Co.) 

1845-1846 
1846-1850 
1850-

BUFFALO to CINCINNATI, 

CHICAGO 

and ST. LOUIS (WEST) 

Wells & Co. 

Livingston & Fargo 
Livingston, Fargo & Co. in 

AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY 
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CLYDE SMITH 
"The Spirit of the West." 

IN THE SOUTHERN MINES 

A shot rings out; A rope's on a tree; 
The sound of a bell, and brash bandits flee; 
A stngecoach rattles into Slumgullion; 
Huge slugs nr·c minted ncar Mt. Bullion; 
A bull's neck's broken by a bears' grim held; 
Men die und men f ly in the fight for gold. 

Oh! Name your poison, gents, and po•ur it down! 
We've struck it rich, and •we will do the town! 
Drink jackass brandy with fandango girls; 
Take a whirl at faro, and shoot at squirrels. 
They're pouring out dust at El Dorado, 
And the chips arc down at old Volcano! 

Where a young j'l'lan loudly and brashlv spoke, 
As he threw down upon the bar his poke, 
"This my wager I get Murieta!" 
And JoaC'hin, himself, bet <him one better. 
Where Alcaldes dealt justice with two hands 
Demanding of both parties quick amends. ' 

While a preacher at an open graveside 
Stopp('() a funeral, as pay-dirt he spied, 
One hid his dust who had a traveling yen: 
And returning, could not find it again; 
While veins very rich in the hilly !!round 
Were lost again, nevermore to be iound. 

Where Horace Gr.eely lc,t out a bellow. 
And Jenny Lind san~ f.'ongs sweet. and mellow. 
Where Missouria ns fiddled to their fame, 
And babbling . Chinese Tongs ~quabbled for ~ame. 
Where roamed Joachin Murieta and Bart: 
And where Mnrk Twain wrote along with Harte. 

As Fremont built up his cnt<;rpri~es; 
And S utter and Grunt filled with surprises; 
As Edwin Booth provided amusement, 
And Mark Hopkin~ prospered to great extent ; 
As Stt1debaker thrived in •h is abode, 
And young Stan:ord dug to build a railroad. 

Oh! To have lived the life of a miner-
A bearded, unkempt. raw forty niPer-
A t Son era, queen of the southern mines, 
Jackson- with the deepest of all the finds
Or at Mok Hill one hundred years ago, 
With dust to be w<>ighed by Wells and Fargo! 

PONY EXPRESS 

( l 860 - l 86 l ) 

.Johnny Frey leaped to the saddle, 
With flags waving, as in battle-
Bugles and steamboats adding to the din
As he started the mail Westward: 
Smiling as his black steed soared, 
With confidence that he would surely win. 
And in the West, sprang up Harry Roff· 
On a white bronco, in the leadoff. ' 

From St. Joe to San Franc:isco, 
2000 miles-as you may know, 
That was filled with perils of every kind, 
From the desel'ts and the mounta ins, 
Wily Sioux and Ute Indians-
Was a ruf journey for all those who signed. 
And they trained as athletes do today 
To carry the mail and win the fray. 

Can't you hear their hoof-beats gallop 
Se<:ession in a land that had gone mad? 
Or see Lincoln's mesage riding, 
Warning of crisis residing, 
In a shaken Union, that was right sad
A belated fragment of a ..storm 
Filled with an urgent note of alarm? 

Rider by day; rider by night; 
Riding the wastelands out of sight. 
Young men, brave and bold-toughest in the land
Riding ponies, best to be had· 
Carrying the mail-man and lad-
From post to post, a d auntless, fearless band· 
Guarding their pouches, but fighting not ' 
Unless actually sto.pped by a shot. 

Bill Cody-Our Buffalo Bill-
Outriding Soux, giving them nil; 
Bringing in the mail with a r ecol"d ride. 
Bob .Haslam, without a relief; 
Pausmg not as others met grief, 
When for rest he knew he might well abide. 
Heroes of the Expres days of old· 
Shaping the glamorous days of g~ld . 

Flying shuttles on a vast loom 
Of a continent soon to bloom. 
They filled a ~ap before the telegraph 
Wove the fabnc of a Union, 
In a pattern of communion· 
And steel r!lils followed th~ir beaten path. 
Let us all giVe a cheer and a hail! 
To these brave knights who carried the mail. 
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