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EDITOR'S ARENA 

SESCAL '85 The annual Los Angeles show featured 
Switzerland, with some extra fine 
exhibits - of which two received 

GOLD (out of a total of five Golds). One of the other 
golds went to our member King Parker, Jr. for his 
"Postal History of San Francisco". In addition his 
exhibit was voted the Most Popular. 

The only other Society member exhibiting had a dis
play covering the 50th anniversary of Pan American 
Airways' Clipper flights across the Pacific. The judges 
passed it by in their awards, remarking that the covers 
were too philatelic. 

This annual 3-day show was well attended - and we 
noted particularly many Western Covery Society 
members browsing thru the dealers' stocks for choice 
covers. It was unfortunate that no special Society pro
gram had been arranged. Perhaps next year? 

ATLANTA, Our San Jose, (Cal) member, Warren 
IDAHO Wagener, whose son lives in Atlanta, 

favored us with copies of the NEWS
LETTER, published by the Middle Boise Citizens 
Association and edited by Karen Sayko. The July issue 
carries a story of the Atlanta postoffice, and with the 
permission of the Editor and publishers we are making 
this one of the articles for this issue of WESTERN 
EXPRESS. Dr. Turrentine Jackson's WELLS 
FARGO IN IDAHO TERRITORY, recently distrib
uted to members, touches on stages to Atlanta and 
Rocky Bar. 

Member Wagener says that there are some 40 miles 
of dirt road separating Atlanta from Highway 21, and 
that mail is stiJJ received by stage by Boise- six days a 
week in summer and three days (when possible) in 
winter. 

ANNUAL DUES Yes that time is with us again. 
Notices were sent out in early 
December. Please answer 

promptly. Regular dues are still but $15.00 a year, 
while those who wish to show their confidence in the 
Society, may secure Sustaining membership for $20.00 
or become Patrons at $30.00. While dues are due Janu
ary I, they will become delinquent two months later on 
March I, 1986. Members who have not paid their dues 
by that time will be dropped (Webster's says that "to 
cut off one's membership in a club" is to Expel - but 
that is rather a harsh word to use.) 

SAN FRANdSCO Vacations must be over- at the 
WEEKLY November 8 luncheon, there 
LUNCHEONS were sixteen present: Dr. W. 
Bilyeu (now retired), Brad Casoly, John Drew, E. Erie, 
Kenneth Gilbart, Kenneth Harrison, Jack Hughes, 
Norman Neary, Basil Pearce, Anson Reinhart, 
Richard Salz (the 1985 winner of the Chaloner 
Award, the Council of Northern California's annual 
recognition for exceptional service to philately), 
Richard Simpson, Henry Spelman, Leon Valon, John 
Williams, Charles Winter and also Bob Chandler, of 
the Wells Fargo Postal History Museum. 

As mentioned frequently in these pages, this weekly 
luncheon is an unofficial gathering of members and 
their friends for a couple of hours of lunch and tales of 
finds (hoped for or for real) and a general discussion of 
Western Philately - with politics sometimes raising its 
ugly head! Luncheon is held on the 12th floor of the 
Marines Memorial Building, 609 Sutter St. San Fran
cisco from II :00 a.m. to 2:00p.m. every Friday (except 
the last week-end of April, when the luncheon is at the 
Cathedral Hill Hotel on that Friday, in connection 
with WESTPEX). 

MAIL COACHES One of our British members, 
Richard Blake, postal historian 
with the British National Postal 

Museum, is developing a personal project: a series of 
cards (4" x 6") carrying a colored presentation of the 
world's mail coaches. Each card carries a mini-history 
of the coach depicted. Coaches of the U.S.A. are 
covered in two sets of four cards each, and they may be 
secured direct from Richard at "The Mardens, Tup
wood Lane, Caterham, Surrey, England," for $5.00 

NEW PUBLICATIONS POSTAL HISTOR Y OF 
AVAILABLE NEBRASKA by William 

F. Rapp has just been 
issued. It gives the dates of establishing over 3,000 post 
offices and stations in that State. In the separate listing 
by counties there are over 30 maps indicating the devel
opment of three counties since 1854. 

This 150 page book may be secured from the J-B 
Publishing Company at 430 Ivy Avenue, Crete, 
Nebraska 68333, for $19.50 which includes the ship
ping costs. 

(continued on page 3) 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Words to the Wise 
Western Postal History Buffs. 

Check our Auctions 

Our 9 Auctions annually often turn up choice items and provide an excel
lent check on current market prices. The fully illustrated- much in full
color-catalog is tops in its field and can't be beaten for the accuracy and 
completeness of its descriptions. Copies are free if picked up at our down
town San Francisco store. By mail, send name, address, and,$3.00 

If you wish to sell your collection, there is no charge for our advice on how 
to get top dollar-by consignment to our auction, by our direct purchase or 
by a private treaty arrangement. Appraisal fees, if any, are returned to the 
seller if the collection is consigned to our auction or purchased directly by 
us within 6 months. 

~l!~t!!Jn,~!!~Jf~?NC. 
127 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California 94108 · Te/.{415) 781·5127 

HARMERS INTERNATIONAL 

U.S. COVERS 

My stock of covers is strong in all periods 
from stampless to modern, Alabama 

SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER 

AUCTIONEERS TO THREE CONTINENTS. 

CATERING TO THE SPECIALIST 

AND GENERAL COLLECTOR to Wyoming. 

What would you like to see? 
References, please. 

Henry M. Spelman. Ill 
P.O. Bo• 645 

San Anselmo. Ca. 94960 

HARMERS HARMERS 
of New York Inc. of San Francisco, Inc. 

14 East 33rd Street 49 Geary Street 
New York, NY 10016 San Francisco, CA 94102 

Cable: Hermersale New York Cable: Hannersale San Francisco 

Tel. (212) 532-3700 Tel. (415) 391·8244 

New York San Francisco London Sydney 
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EDITOR'S A RENA (Continued) 

. AMERIPEX '86 has released its second Bulletin. It 
gives the highlights and background of this Interna
tional Stamp Show to be held in Chicago May 22 thru 
June I, 1986. It includes a listing of the Guarantors, 
Patrons and other contributors and carries photos of 
the many Commissioners. 

A press release accompanied the Bulletin, stating 
that there is an Advance ticket sale at 20% off the regu
lar price of $20.00 for the II days of the show. Orders 
should be sent to AMERIPLEX TICKETS, 5944 West 
Montrose Chicago IL 60634 before February I, 1986. 
Your check for $16.00 should be accompanied by an 
addressed and stamped envelope for the mailing of 
your order. 

Member Floyd Risvold has called our attention to a 
book on the San Antonio-El Paso Mail of 1851-1881. 
Floyd says that although it is more historic than phila
telic, it makes a most interesting background for the 
Western philatelist. The book is entitled Sharp Rifles 
and Spanish Mules by Wayne R. Austerman. It may be 
secured from the Texas A&M University Press, 
Drawer C., College Station, Texas, 77843-4354. Price 
is $29.50 plus $1.00 handling. 
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Leonard Hartmann's latest (#I 0) Catalogue of phi
latelic literature for sale is now available. The almost 
I 00 pages carry a wealth of listings of books and 
pamphlets for the beginner and the specialist. Topics 
range thru the Colonial; territorial and state postal his
tories, with stories of stamp rates, postal markings and 
other informative material. Auction catalogues are 
included. Well indexed it includes foreign as well as 
United States subjects. There is something for every 
collector. 

The catalogues are available for $2.00 from Leonard 
Hartmann, P.O. Box 36006, Louisville, Kentucky, 
40233. 

The American Stampless Cover Catalogue has 
made its appearance. Its Editor-in-Chief is David Phil
lips. This is Volume I, and, with its preface and general 
information, contains over 400 pages of concentrated 
listings of the town markings to be found on stamp less 
covers of the United States. This is a priced catalogue, 
and the manuscript markings of the postoffices of our 
Western states fare well. 

The catalogue may be obtained from David Phillips 
Publishing Co. P.O. Box 611388, North Miami, FL 
33261-1388, or from your favorite dealer, at $50.00for 
the hardboard, and $40.00 for the soft bound edition. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

New Member 
#864- Rick Range 

16212 S. Menlo Ave. 
Gardenia, CA 90247 
(Collects towns) 

Change of Address 
Edward I. Comins 
1043 E. Maryland #9 
Phoenix, AZ 85014 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

fo!tlffE~\ ,. . "~ 
''-· .~~~,?-~/ 

Western, Advertising, Patriotic and Express 
COVERS 

UNITED STATES STAMP CO., INC. 
Specialists in Buying and Selling 

368 BUSH ST SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104 415~421~7398 

MARIN COUNTY (CALIF) 

COVERS 

WANTED 

For my personal collection 
What do have to offer? 

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo, CA 94960 

WANTED 

19th CENTURY 

COVERS 

OF ·THE WORLD 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC. 
120 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 1 0022 
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HISTORY OF HARDY'S BOOK STORE* 
(Oakland, California) 

Probably the oldest book store in the Bay district 
operated without a break as a family institution is the 
Hardy Book Store, located at 915 Broadway, Oak
land, California, and now managed by Grahame H. 
Hardy, grandson of the founder. 

The store has been located at its present place of bus
iness since July 16, 1873. The original location was 
near First and Broadway, and later between 8th & 9th 
Streets. 

The store was founded in 1858 by William Barret 
Hardy and his brother-in-law, W. K. Bacon, who as a 
young man, had crossed the plains in 1854, driving his 
own team - a span of two bay mares -and bringing 
with them a supply of staple provisions, especially 
flour and sugar, disposed of at their journey's end, and 
at a good profit. 

Also the span of bays brought $400 each. When 
crossing the plains and when grain for these animals 
was unavailable, a makeshift substitute was provided 
from the precious flour. 

About 1856 these brothers-in-law found themselves 
in the Bay district. Mr. Hardy made a down payment 
of one thousand dollars on a piece of farming land near 
San Lorenzo, but, finding the title clouded, made no 
further payments. 

In 1858 the two men started the business which for 
three generations has remained in the Hardy family. 

The business started as an express agency for the 
Bamber Express Company, a concern afterwards 
(1872) absorbed by the Wells Fargo Express Com
pany. This express business included a local transfer 
and drayage business. The merchandising end of the 
business started as a stationary store, later included 
school books, but not entering into the used book field 
until 1920. 

There is no record of when the original partnership 
was dissolved. Certainly the business has been exclu
sively in the name of the Hardy family since establish
ment at its present location in 1873. 

There is a record of William Barret Hardy making a 
trip to New York soon after the completion of the 
Union Pacific Railroad in 1869. He took with him a 
thousand dollars in gold and exchanged it for $1400.00 
in greenbacks. Returning with the greenbacks which 
circulated locally on a par with gold. The premium 
thus realized more than paid the expenses of the New 
York trip. 

Mr. Hardy, as stated previously, lost one thousand 
dollars on his first real estate venture in California. He 
later recovered the Joss many fold . One of his best 
investments was the purchase of the entire block 
bounded by Webster and Franklin Streets and 7th and 
8th Streets for $700.00. Another fortunate investment 
was a piece of ground near 21st and Telegraph. The 

(cominued on page 7} 

150 OAKLAN .D DIRECTORY. IK69 

• BROADWAY, Below Seventh Street. 

OAKLAND, 
IMPORTER AND DEALER IN 

Books, and Stationery, 

-. 

Newspapers and Periodlca.la, Pocket Outlery, Lepl 

Blanks and Fancy Articles. 

School Books at 'W"holcealc or Ret:an. 

The leading San Francisco Daily and Weekly Papers, and : 

Eastern Papers and Magazines delh·ered at lowest rates. 

Oakland Office of Bamber & Co.'s Express. 
'.1 

~ Special attention gi\'en to Paying TAxEs, ·Recording . 
DEEDS, MORTGAGES, &c., &c. · 
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ADVERTISEMENT---------- .. 

CHRISTIE'S 

Auctions 

ROBSON LOWE 

for U.S.A. & WESTERN COVERS are held quarterly 
Details of all our services in the U.S.A. 

Scott Trepel or Elizabeth Pope 
502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10014 IN NEW YORK 

Telephone: 546-1000 Telex: 620721 

Sales held twice or three times a year 
with EUROPE, NEAR EAST & FAR EAST material 

Martin Eichele, Steinwiesplatz, 8032 Zurich 
IN ZURICH 

Approximately 40 sales a year including specialised 

IN LONDON 
GREAT BRITAIN & BRITISH EMPIRE 

Colin Fraser or Susan Worsley 
47 Duke Street, St. James's, London, SWl Y 6QX 
Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 8950974 

Sales held monthly including Whole World collections, 
covers, stamps and philatelic literature 

Charles Leonard or Graham Carey IN BOURNEMOUTH 
39 Poole Hill, Bournemouth, BH2 5PX 

Telex: 41146 
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HARDY'S BOOK STORE (Continued) 

Southern Pacific bought it for $500.00 as part of its 
right of way to meet the competition of the Key Route 
Line on 22nd Street. This was in 1904. The sale proved 
a life-saver for Mr. Hardy's store business in that year 
when Mr. Hardy, then 72 years of age, found himself in 
financial distress. An adjustment was made with cred
itors and a tentative corporation outlined in which two 
sons, Tracy and Charles Hardy were to hold all the 
stock in the proportion of 49 to 51. 

Then came to San Francisco earthquake and fire 
(1906) and in a single year the profits of the reorgan
ized firm mounted to twenty thousand dollars for each 
of the two brothers. That year and the years imme
diately following were the golden years of the concern. 

[ . 
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*This history (which appeared in the Pony Express 
Courier for September 1934) and the Bamber Express/ · 
Hardy's Book Store illustrations, were furnished by 
member Richard Simpson, who specializes in Oak
land's philatelic history. (As an added item, in the early 
20s when Hardy's had been long out of the express bus
iness, they carried on a small stamp sideline as an 
adjunct to the new and used book operations. Your 
Editor, acting as agent, supplied approval sheets to fel
low collectors at the University. The commissions on 
sales were to pay for room, board and tuition. They 
didn't!) 

6~~- /F: o/ ef~~.~ 
a~ /6'ru_.u ___; 

c%4~ Jfii~~t:fl--(!~ 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

AMERICAN 
STAMPLESS 

COVER 
CATALOGUE 

Volume 1 

Available for 
$40.00-Softbound 
$50.00-Hardbound 

. POSTAL HISTORY OF NEBRASKA 
by William F. Rapp 

A catalog of over 3000 post offices, stations, 
and rurals giving data on when they were 
established and closed. There is a separate 
listing of post offices by counties. In addition 

' there are 32 maps showing the development 
of Nebraska counties from 1854 to date. 

1 50 pages, cloth bound 

price $18.00 
shipping $1 .50 

Nebraska residence: Sales tax $0.64 

David G. Phillips Pub. Co. Inc. available from: 
J-B PUBLISHING COMPANY 

430 Ivy Avenue 

( 

~ 
' : 

P.O. Box 611388 
North Miami, Florida 

33261-1388 
Crete, Nebraska 68333 

or your favorite book store 

·- :.-- .•. . !- "'··· ..... . .. ·• 
RICHARD BLAKE'S MAIL COACH CARDS 

Current Sets. (6tj U.S. PRICES INCLUDING POST* 

RB1-RB4. 

RBS-RB6. 

RB7-RB8 . 

RB9- RB12. 

Four cards showing Gre~t Britain's Unadopted Royal 
Mail Coaches of 1835. 

Two cards depicting the coaching influence of the } 
early railway Travelling Post Office (T.P.O.) carriages. 

Two cards featuring a pair of New Zealand's Royal 
Mail Coaches of 1870 and 1907 . 

during the 1850s and early 1860s. (Part One). ~·500 
RB13-RB16. 

Four cards which show the different styles of coaches } 
used to carry the mails in the United States of America 

Four cards which continue the story of the ~~il Co~ch 
history of the United States of America. (Part Two). 

~ •- Initially.only 1~ sets of the above .have been printed, these are 
~arked 1 F1rst Ed1t1on' and future reprints will not carry this 
notation. · 
•Postage is calculated on present Air M~il rates. 

DEALERS SOOOHT · TR.<>.OE PRICES ARRANGED. 

I 
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THE PONY THAT WENT BOTH WAYS* 
by George Kramer 

Folsom, California to Sacramento, California, back through 
Folsom to St. Joseph, Missouri. U.S. Mail St. Joseph, Mis
souri to Mapena Village, St. Lawrence County, New York.) 

As of July I, 1861 the price of a Pony Express letter 
was reduced from $2 to $1 per half ounce. San Fran
cisco newspaper advertisements read: 

"For the Service Commencing July I, 1861, 
Messrs. Wells, Fargo & Co. will run a Pony 
Express between San Francisco and Placer
ville, regularly on Wednesday and Saturday 
of each week, leaving their office at 3:45P.M. 
on these days, and connecting with the Over
land Mail Company's Pony Express at 
Placerville." 

A Wells, Fargo & Co. agent would carry the letters 
by commercial steamer from San Francisco to Sacra
mento; thence, a 75 minute trip on the Sacramento 
Valley Railroadl to Folsom and transfer to the nearby 

1 Sacramento Union August 12, 1861 
Sacramento Valley Railroad schedule as of April 15, 1861 
Leave Sacramento (to Folsom) 6:30 A.M.-2: 15 P.M.-5:00P.M. 
Leave Folsom (to Sacramento) 6:30 A.M.--12:00 P.M.-5:15P.M. 

Wells, Fargo & Co. stables for the run to Placerville. 

This cover is one of two recorded to have made the 
first trip under the new $1 rate (the other having left on 
July 3, 1861 from San Francisco). It is also the only 
recorded pony cover to have originated in Folsom, 
California. 

Although the two letters enclosed in the envelope are 
dated July 1 and July 3 at Folsom, the Sacramento 
pony express strike is that of July 4. Folsom, however, 
is located approximately 20 miles east of Sacramento. 
It is illogical therefore, that expensive pony express 
mail would be carried west and thus delayed by at least 
one day before going to its eastern destination. 

What did happen is fairly certain. Charles Shirland 
identified the time of his letter as 2:00P.M. (Wednes
day) July 3rd. The Folsom Wells Fargo office can
celled the Pony stamp and handed the Jetter to the 
express messenger on the Sacramento Valley Railroad 
train leaving at 5:15 P.M. for Sacramento. 
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THE PON Y·(Continued) 

At Sacramento, Shirland's letter mixed with those 
that came up from San Francisco on the steamer and 
those which arrived from off route places such as 
Marysville and Nevada City. Early on the morning of 
Thursday, July 4, 1861, a Wells Fargo employee at 
Sacramento cancelled the Pony mail and divided it 
into three of the four pockets of the Mochilla.2 The 
mochilla went aboard the 6:30A.M. train for Folsom, 
and arrived there at 7:45. Although Shirland's letter 
was back where he wrote it eighteen hours before, this 
time a Pony Express rider would carry it eastward! 

WESTERN EXPRESS-JANUARY 1986 

The two letters that went east with this cover were 
both full of advice. Charlie provided practical arrange
ments: money and travelling chaperones to New York 
City. After all, the young woman probably had never 
travelled more than a few miles from home. Now she 
was going thousands of miles to a strange land. Like 
most travellers, she needed new money. While both 
California and New York were states in the Union, 
hard money California accepted only gold coin and 
not bank bills. Wells, Fargo & Co. assisted. On June 
29, 1861, C.T.H. Palmer, the company's Folsom agent, 
sold Shirland two drafts, one for $200 and the other for 
$150, payable in New York.3 As Shirland noted, "They 
will be good at any of the Banks in your county." 

No surviving Wells, Fargo & Co. records indicate 
any reason for this backwards procedure. To save time 
at the transfer points, it may have been more expedient 
for this letter to have been already placed in one of the - - - -~- - , - -·· ·-
three locked cantinas at Sacramento. This would also .c.::,~-: '%41'._ ]NF . ~? . .iii! 1··.< .,f . ·, -_.~- ·. ~· 
allow f~r- maximu_m space in the one unlocked pouch . ~.k.(.~:.'£1-\·. ~ dt ... f.S':. .. :.:::.-:~.':..-.i-f-t;ht. _ j 
for addttwnal mail to be taken along the "way". .. i-'_;t.i- -~ . • --: .: -'ll ' , .{\~' \(·;w;" · ·Jt~~-."" 

~ - -y •• . 7.~ _, .. J . ·"' ., . -·· . . . z .. , < , ~ / . . . . 

This writer would submit, however, that had the let- . D4le_.:_ _____ _._______ .:.._-·--·:-- -----..:·-----···:-- . ---~ ... ! ··: 
ter been presented to the Folsom Wells Fargo & Co. '.V ", ·' ' fZ V ., 
office after the 5:15 P.M. train left for Sacramento, E'ator or.. .... ~i-~J..-.~.'4-...... z ... "~'.::~ .:~-~:·, .. 
then it would have been placed in the "open" mochila ~~' ~.r 'tJ 

pocket and carried east as a "way" letter without a ' ~ ~ ~ ~ .t: 
"pony" strike rather than being taken back to Sacra- Pn~~~~ hl...O::O:::'~ :4? .:.:.:::·· -~: 1!.?f~-.-: 
men to and forced to wait there for the next delivery / n . :. ~-\:. .'~-, :: ~/ .-· ._, , -;:· .w 
d J I 7 h c/. - . " . •t (,? . 

eparture on u y t . · 8 .. ol"'U..: .. 7:..... : {. ~{~. ?.< ~··.•f1_~ren_a. $~, -:~ ; ---':-·_-~ . 
· r : .. ~-: .... ~ 1·· ·• ~ '·i·' -'~ '· , , 

Writing on a faint-lined, hard-finished, light weight ~ · . )]·,}·: ·~: ~~· 4 . .-t. ., . ..;,·--. :..q :·:·: '<:· ~:;' __ ,: 
tissue paper (about the weight of letter press copy : . c~ l't }r-·. ' ' • · ~ ~ .+·:' . 
paper), Shirland told a love story repeated many tt'mes Pttr< ----~~-~:#:; ...... :":• ·, i.li ·-:vb-:.-~~'--· ~· -:..--~!-: •. ~ ..._........__"": - --· .: . ~ . "? -::~ .. ~}t;/'. • r · t'' ·1 ~~ 

·over. Men came to California to make their fo rtune ; .. ~ "'w. Boot 1011 will NC~mrlh• -=-~be;.. prop«r ohape,. 

and either return home, or occasionally to bring their • =~.}:.,~:::,: 11~--.. ,..~-::;:::...ID&D-l~~D~ 
wives and sweethearts West. Charlie Shirland did not ':-'d&o4•a•1ci"""7...,Dn~· *_.._ ... ..!-it'"!!< •• 

make his fortune in the mines, but found wealth in 
mercantile pursuits. He needed a wife by his side. 

' Mail pouches were never in use on the Overland Pony Express. To avoid 
delay in changing mounts, a leather mochila with four hard leathercantinas or 
mail boxes fastened to the skin was thrown over the saddle .. . The cantinas 
were locked with sma ll padlocks thus the rider could change the mochila from 
one saddle to the other and be away within the allotted two minutes."It should 
be noted that the same mochila made the entire trip, being transferred from 
horse to horse and rider to rider. Three of the cantinas or mail pockets were 
locked all the way with through mail; t he fourth contained way mail and the 
way-bill for time of arrival and leaving stations. All letters placed in the 
pockets were wrapped in oiled silk to protect them from moisture." 
The Pony Expr~ss-Nathan & Boggs page II 

J Wells, Fargo & Co. Folsom draft book 
C.T.H. Palmer, Agent 
#208,348 $200 June 29, 1861 

At sight, 
#212,590 150 in favor of 

$350. DruciJJa A. Beach 
Payable in N.Y. 
Purchaser 
C.R. Shirland 
Premium S24.50 

(Counesy Wells, Fargo & Co. Archives. San Francisco. California) 
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(Continued) 
CONTENTS OF THE LETTERS 

Folsom, July l, 1861 
My Dear Cousin [Drucilla A. Beach] 

If not cousin now I hope it soon will be as Cousin 
Charlie has informed me of an engagement existing 
between yourself and him. He also has told me of his 
intentions of sending for you to come to California, 
and at his request I take my pen to write you a few lines 
relative to your trip to California, as he thought the 
experience of my trip to California might be of some 
comfort to you. In the last Jetter he received from you, 
you requested [me] to tell you what you wanted to 
bring with you. I will write what I think is comfortable 
if I was to start on a trip to the East. I should prepare 
myself with a double gown (not a very warm one) for 
morning use and sea sickness. And two or three loose 
dresses of calico & muslin so as to have them cool and 
comfortable. And nice dresses there is but little use for 
on a steamer, if any. The salt water is very bad for them 
if it gets on them it is a shame to ruin them. If I were in 
your place I would wrap my nice dresses in oil silk so as 
to not have salt water reach them, also any nice article I 
wished to be careful of. I would pack one trunk with 
every thing you will have use for so you can have it in 
your stateroom and not be obliged to go to the baggage 
room only to see that they are all safe. 

And now of a few words from myself to you. I would 
be very careful coming out with whom I made acquain
tance as there is a great many traveling on the steamers 
back and forth that are not fit companions for a lady to 
associate with, both ladies and gentlemen if such can 
be called. If you was in charge of a gentleman there 
would be no need of this advice. Now relative to your 
coming here, do not feel as though you was coming 
entirely among strangers. You may not like California 
at first, but I am confident you will in a short time after 
being here, and get acquainted. I will try and to my part 
towards making you feel at home and make it pleasant 
for you. And I have every reason to know that cousin 
Charlie will do so. And I hope you will never resent the 
step you are about to take for your future life and hap
piness. With my best wishes for you and a pleasant pas
sage to this country, I subscribe myself your friend and 
well wisher. 

Mrs. E. D. Shirland. 
* * * * * * * 

Folsom, July 3, 1861 
My very dear Friend. [Drucilla A. Beach] 

You will not be surprised to learn that after so long a 
time that I have made arrangements for you to come to 
California. I sent you by Frank Eastman Fifty dollars 
in care of Ed which I suppose you have received before 
this time. I also have sent you on the 1st July Three 

Hundred and fifty more. I have made arrangements to 
have you come on the 1st of August with a Mrs. Allen 
of Worcester, Mass., her husband is here and they are 
going to board the students in the Folsom Institute 
next term. My plan is to have your Father and Mother 
come to Troy with you and then Cousin Harvey Shir
land & wife will go to New York with you and Mrs. 
Allen and get your tickets and State room and stay on 
board with you until the boat sails. I am shore you will 
have a pleasant time at Cousins House. If your Parents 
can not go to Troy with you perhaps Ed and James 
would go with you. Your Father can get your Drafts 
cashed for you as they will be good at any of the Banks 
in your county but you must be shore and have gold as 
Bank bills are of no use or you would have to discount 
them. My Cousin Cornelia Shirland at my request has 
written you and I shall leave all to your own good 
judgement. I know that I have the fullest confidence in 
you, and my future aim and ambition shall be to make 
you happy. What more can I do? I believe we are well 
suited. 

Now my own dear Drucilla. I have written and made 
the best of arrangements for you to come. I shall now 
expect you and [will] make such arrangements for your 
reception as will make you comfortable and contented. 
You will not be with strangers but my Cousins here will 
also use all their power to cheer and comfort. As for me 
you know what I have so often re}Jeated. 

I want to write to your Father but you can show him 
all my letters if you choose. I am sorry I have no more 
time to day but the Pony starts on his journey overland 
to the Eastern states at 4 o'clock. Tis now Two and I 
am in a flurry and have to quit writing every moment to 
wait on a customer. We hve a Celebration tomorrow 
and everybody is busy today. You will receive the 
money and letters by the 20th I think. Dont spare any 

expense to get ready to start and keep up a courageous 
heart. Sometimes I fear you will not come but I believe 
you will. I will write again next week by Pony. Write 
me as soon as you receive this and Jet me know if you 
will. Cousin Ed & Wife will go to San Francisco with 
me to meet you. I will be on hand before the boat gets 
to her dock. Time is almost up I must close. My busi
ness is good at present. Am doing very well. Give my 
compliments to all my friends who may enquire. I shall 
remain ever true. 

Charlie Shirland 
Spare no money to come as this is the best chance for 
company. Write immediately. Ever yours Charlie. 

N. B. Payne is undecided and I dont believe he will send 
for Lib. He's all talk and no decision. 
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HISTORY OF THE ATLANTA POST OFFICE* 
by Kerry Modsman 

The U.S. Post Office was established at Atlanta on 
March 27, 1867 and continues as one of the oldest 
offices in the state. J ohn A. Hicks was Atlanta's first 
Postmaster. "Atlanta City" was the first official postal 
mark but was shortened on August 3, 1870 to 
"Atlanta." One earlie, Post Office was established as 
"Esmeralda" on June 23, 1864 with John McLoughlin 
as first Postmaster. "Esmeralda" was renamed "Rocky 
Bar" on January 20, 1868. 

All Atlanta's mail came through Rocky Bar until the 
early 1930's. The first wagon road reached Rocky Bar 
in October 1864 and in 1865 a tri-weekly stageline was 
established between Rocky Bar and Boise that carried 
passengers, Wells Fargo Express and U.S. mail. Wells 
Fargo established an office in Rocky Bar in 1882. 

In 1870 W. C. Tatro started a stage line from Boise 
to Rocky Bar and Atlanta. Passengers and mail 
reached Rocky Bar by stage and the fi nal leg of the 
journey was on foot or by pack train. [n 1877 the first 
wagon road reached Atlanta from Rocky Bar and after 
this date, mail could reach Atlanta by coach in the 
summer months. 

Before 1876 winter mail deliveries into Atlanta and 
Rocky Bar were carried by two men on snowshoes 
from Rattle Snake Station (near Mountain Home) on 
the Overland Road. By 1876 the volume of mail had 
become too heavy for two men and Tatro began using 
horse-drawn sleighs to get mail, freight and passengers 
into Rocky Bar. From Rocky Bar the mail was carried 
on skis over James Creek into Atlanta. Use of this 
route to deliver mail was continued until early 1930's. 

Winter mail delivery to Atlanta from Rocky Bar was 
a treacherous job. At least seven mail carriers were 
killed trying to get the mail through: Rufus Lester, 
Brisco Hicks, David Barcley - 1892, George 

McKinney - 1907, Otto Meyer - 1912 and Theo 
Endicott - 1913. The old cemeteries at Atlanta and 
Rocky Bar are both final resting spots for those brave 
mail carriers. One carrier named Charley Heath left 
Atlanta from Rocky Bar, but disappeared on James 
Creek and his body was was never found. Many 
current residents remember Monroe Schraft- he was 
one of the last mail carriers to ski mail into Atlanta. 

In 1885 a mail route was established between 
Atlanta and Sawtooth City (located in the current 
Primitive Area). 

Stage coaches delivered mail into Atlanta untill914, 
when the line was abandoned. Lou Franke established 
the first auto stage line into Atlanta in that year. The 
rusting hulk of that first auto stage, a 1914 Cadillac, 
still rests o n the Briggs' property. Anna Franke Briggs, 
a longtime resident, had the Post Office from 1928 
until 1939. 

After the St. Joseph Lead Company began 
operations in 193 1, a landing field was cleared at the 
Coors Ranch and a tri-weekly mail and passenger 
service operated from December until June. The plane 
service changed to a bi-weekly schedule in December 
1936 and ran until 1938. Atlanta was snowbound for 
up to seven weeks as late as the early 1950's and mail 
was dropped from airplanes. However, the Post Office 
would not permit parcel post or registered letters to be 
dropped. 

Mail had been brought into Atlanta by snowmobile 
in recent years. Carl Whitmore has had the mail 
contract since the 1930's. 

Louise Inama Alexander holds the distinction of 
being the longest serving Postmaster with twenty six 
years of service ( 1947-1 973). Other long term 
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ATLANTA (Continued) 

Postmasters were Ada Wooten Brown (I 903- I 923), 
Anna Frank Briggs (I 928- I 939) and Isobel Carr (I 973-
1984). 

Rocky Bar lost its Post Office in 1946. Featherville 
had a Post Office from 1906-1926; Twin Springs' Post 
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Office operated from 1898-1919 and during the early 
1950's. Pine had a Post Office from 1888- 1955. Other 
early Post Offices operated at Pine Grove, Sawtooth, 
Vienna, Bonaparte, Trinity, Red Warrior and 
Anderson Ranch Dam. 

*NEWSLETTER July 1985. Pub. by Middle Boise Citizens Association 
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CLYDE SMITH 
"The Spirit of the West. " 

From ''The Spirit of the West" by the late Clyde Smith. 

WELLS FARGO 

Will iam Fargo and Henry Wells formed a company . 
To transport cargo arid mail by stage and beast. 
And their lines grew and expanded to the west 
Where humans. with the lure of gold were obsessed. 
And out in San Francisco they formed a bank; 
While money into stages and mules they sank. 

Then they bot up other companies by the score
Adams, Bamber, Langton and quite a lot more. 
And then extended :their lines to all the mines; 
For mail, needed equipment, food and wines. 
Offering a service that was much needed
Advice also, that .perhaps went unheeded. 

And many of their stages on lonely roads, 
Were held up and relieved of their precious loads. 
And part of the merchandise went not as billed, 
As some of their drivers and horses were killed. 
And many a ride was filled with awesome thrils 
Not advertised on their flamboyant hand-bills. 

But they expanded to Mexico southward; 
On up into Canada, they went northward; 
Out over the Pacific, ever westward , 
The merchandise of a continent was poured. 
Transportation Kings, were they of early days
Our first monopolists with real taking ways. 

GHOST TOWNS 

WJliskey Diggings was a hot town, 
In its day of short renown. 
Dirty Bar wasn't what you think; 
And Brandy Flat was not a drink. 
Gulches, hollows, hills and flats 
Changed overnight to city plats. 

To California rivers thronged 
From a1l the world where they belonged, 
Argonauts-ru:f, ready and bold, 
To build a state and dig for gold. 
And where thy found 1t, shacks arose, 
Close to where the water ~flows. 

Fiddletown, Dutch Flat and Ophir; 
You Bet, One Eye and Poker; 
Squabbletown, Quack Town and Rawhide; 
Gough Eye, Red Dog and Pole Ca.t Slide 
Centipede Hollow and Po·flt Wine-
Eldorados of Forty Nine! 

But they are mostly all gone now. 
They danced and played and took their bow, 
Brot people to our queenly state; 
And now are left to ordained fate, 
Deserted ·by th·e ea1ger throng, 
Back to nature where they belong. 

Announcing- LETTERS OF GOLD 
A wonderful blend of philately and history 

By Jesse L. Colburn 

In LETTERS OF GOLD, Jesse Colburn weaves an exciting tale of 
the postal history of Cal ifornia through 1869, w ith emphasis on the 
exciting Gold Rush period. 
Over five years in the making! 400 pages filled with fabulous rarit ies, 
important documents, maps and illustrations. descriptive text, cover 
information, packed appendices and over 1,200 photos- all brought 
together in a beautiful gold vinyl, 8V2 x 11 -inch hard-bound book. 
A valuable addition to a phi latelic library! A beautiful display pie:e! 
And a great gift idea-for yourself or a special friend or relative, that 
will be treasured forever! 
LETTERS OF GOLD is a joint project of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society and The Phila
telic Foundation. To obtain your copy of the limited First Edilion postpaid, send check or 
money order for $50.00 payable to The Philatelic Foundation. 270 Madison Avenue, New York, 
N.Y. 10016. 

(Wholesale information available on request) 
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