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FROM YOUR EDITOR 
Alan H. Patera 
Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR, 97035 
(503) 635-1379 

I have to apologize for the lateness of the 
January issue, but at least there's a good story to go 
with it. The "Brown Correspondence of Early 
Nevada letters" had an illustration in it of a cover, 
not of the Brown Correspondence, that showed a 
provo straight-line cancel from the 1850s. At the 
last moment the Philatleic Foundation advised Dr. 
Milgram that while the envelope usage was valid, 
the straight-line cancel was fake. I received this 
information on the· day Western Express was to be 
delivered to the press. I pulled the illustration as 
well as a second illustration that showed the inside 
of the cover opened up, which showed that the 
cover had been folded out of an official form. 

Then, the night before Western Express was 
to be printed, the Northwest was socked with a 
terrific storm, with 90 mile per hour winds on the 
coast, some heavy rains and consequent flooding. 
~he Portland metrop.olitan area had many power 
lmes downed by falhng trees. While your editor 
was never without power, the press was out for 
three days. Hence the lateness. I am committed to 
getting this issue into your hands before WESTPEX 
because of the announcement of the Western Cover 
Society's Annual Breakfast. 

WESTPEX 

Come to the breakfast! The food is always 
good, the .camera~ erie superb, and there is a speaker 
to ~ntertam us wtth a presentation of postal history. 
This year's program will feature Idaho, to be 
presented by Mark Metkin. It's sure to be 
interesting, and certain to feature slides of many rare 
early Idaho covers. It will be. April 29; the cost this· 
year is $15.00. 

Newspaper Microfilms 

Several recent microfilm purchases for the 
We~tern .cover Society have changed the focus from 
Cahforma to other western states. Basil Pearce has 
graciously purchased two reels of Nevada's 
Humboldt Register from 1866 to 1876; Howard 
Ma~er has purch~sed the a microfilm of the early 
cop1es of Oregon s The Dalles Mountaineer and 
Mark Metkin has purhcased two reels of the idaho 
CityBoise News and theWorld. 

April 1990 

I have already gone through the frrst reel of 
the Humboldt Register and find it fascinating. The 
paper started in Unionville, at the time the county seat 
of Humboldt County, now a ghost town in Pershing 
County. At the beginning of the reel it was in its third 
year of publishing and was strongly democratic. The 
paper changed hands several times, becoming a voice 
for the 'Workingmen' (anti-Chinese), and then 
moving to Winnemucca where it became a Republican 
paper. 

The period of time covered by the reels in 
hand was an exciting one, as the Central Pacific 
Railroad built over the Sierra Nevada and eastward 
following the course of the Humboldt River. The 
inception and growth of the major railroad towns is 
well chronicled. 
. The Dalles !vfountaineer will be of great 
mterest. The Dalles 1s located on the Columbia River 
at a point where rapids necessitated a portage. Whe~ 
gold was discovered in John Day valley, The Dalles 
became the point of embarkation. The first express 
lines into the interior of eastern Oregon were formed 
here, and roads constructed through this rugged 
country were the first alternative to the Oregon Trail 
in connecting southern Idaho to the Pacific coast. 

Idaho City was the major mining metropolis 
of the Boise basin. Its newspaper should chroncile 
the exciting early years of mining in a number of 
remote mountain camps, as well as provide its own 
perspective on the rise of Silver City, in the Owyhee 
Mountains south of the Snake River. 

. Hopefully by the time you read this the 
S<;>ci~ty will. als? be purchasing microfilms of Virginia 
Ctty s Terrztonal Enterprise for the decade of the 
1860s. Almost everybody recollects that Mark Twain 
~orke~ for the Enterp~ise; but of greater significance 
1s the It was the most Important paper in the largest 
town between St. Louis and San Francisco. From it I 
hope to get information on the mining strikes in the 
Humboldt range that led to the founding of Unionville 
and other camps, as well as additional information on 
the eastward construction of the Central Pacific. 

. Lest y~m California ~ollectors feel slighted, I 
have mterest m several California newspapers and 
would be delighted to find a benefactor that ~ould 
purchase them for the Society. Among the papers of 
mterest to me are the Chico Courant, the Dutch Flat 
F o:um, and the early Yreka papers, or any of a 
vanety of others. 

To recap, here is a list of newspapers 
microfilms that comprise the Western Cover Society's 
microfilm library: The Lassen Sagebrush, Susan
ville, California, 1868-71; The Amador Dispatch, 
Jackson, California, 1863-67; The Bodie Chronicle, 
1878-80; The Solano County Herald, Benicia and 
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Su.isun - City, California,- 1855-58; The Sierra 
Advocate, Downieville, California, 1866-67; La Porte 
Union, 1868/69; The Humboldt Register, Unionville 
and Winnemucca, Nevada, 1866n6; Boise News, 
Idaho City, Idaho, 1864-64; Idaho World, Idaho 
City, Idaho, 1864-67; The Mountaineer, The Dalles, 
Oregon, 1864-89. 

1987-1989 back issues of WESTERN 
EXPRESS are available for $5.00 per issue. To 
order, please inquire through your editor. 

Bound Volumes 

. Only a few of you have taken advantage of the 
offer to purchase bound volumes of Western Express. 
Year volumes for 1988 and 1989 may be ordered, as 
well as advance ordering for the 1990 volumes. The 
cost is $20, a true bargain. If you maintain a postal 
history library, it is a great advantage to have a bound 
volume that stands upright on a shelf. Contact your 
editor or send payment direct to Treasurer Everett Erie 
to order yours. 

; .. ~ ·.· ...... : 
• • •••• .I • • : .• • • . .. .. , .. ·. 

Confusing Postmark 

John Williams requests some help to figure 
out the illustrated postmark, which looks like Girard 
Station of Canoga Park, dated 1923 - or perhaps 
1928. Either way it doesn't make sense. According 
to Sal~ey, Girard S.tation was a station of Los Angeles 
when It was established October 16, 1923; it became a 
station of Owensmouth on September 1, 1927, and 
Owensmouth changed its name to Canoga Park on 
March 1, 1931. At the time of this cancel, Girard 
should have been a station of Los Angeles, and there 
was no place officially known as Canoga Park. No . 
Girard Station of Los Angeles postmarks have been 
reponed. Help! 
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. CALIFORNI A POSTMARK CATALOG 

Those of you anticipating the first part of the 
Los Angeles County listings of John Williams's 
California Postmark Catalog (to 1935) may have 
noticed that it is not included in this issue. The reason 
for this is its enormous size. The first section was to 
include Acton through all the Los Angeles stations; it 
ran 86 pages, a full issue unto itself leaving no room 
for any text articles. The editorial choices were to 
split it into three sections, meaning that Los Angeles 
County would fill the pages for the rest of 1990; to 
run it in two sections and have no text; or to take the 
unprecedented step of publishing the entire Los 
Angeles County listing as a unit in a separate 
publication. Thi~ latter choice has been selected by 
the Western Cover Society, so sometime between the 
April issue and the July issue you will be receiving a 
special issue devoted to the postmarks of Los Angeles 
County. 

This solution is a good one from your editor's 
standpoint, for it allows me to catch up on a growing 
pile of text articles. It is a good solution for John 
Williams, for he can now get on to other counties 
without fretting over just one for the remainder of the 
year. It is a good solution for Los Angeles County 
collectors, who will now have a handy volume to aid 
their interests. However, it, is not a good solution for 
the treasury of the Western Cover Society . 

This added expense will put the Society in the 
red for the year. For a $15 membership you received 
332 pages of good stuff in 1989, and the January 
issue is the largest issue ever. By excluding the 
postmark catalog this issue is a more reasonable size, 
and the July issue may be a bit more moderate; but the 
Los Angeles County special issue will have added 
bindery expenses, because it will be too large to 
saddle-stitch (staple)- it will have to be perfect bound 
(glued). After dissemination to members it will be 
placed on sale at a fair market price of $10.00. 

To ensure that the Western Cover Society does 
not operate at a deficit for the year, this would be a 
good time to make an extra contribution. Even a $10 
donation for this special issue would enable us to 
continue bringing you the fat issues you have been 
receiving of late. It's your Society - ,please, won't 
you support it? If you've spent $10 on a cover within 
the past year, you should be willing to spend the same 
amount on supporting a publication that provides you 
so much information to guide your purchases. How 
'bout it? 

READ THIS 
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Secretary's Report 

New members 

985 James S. Gerson 
P.O. Box 690 
New·York NY 10185 

986 Amberman Stamp Co. 
P.O. Box 975 
Middleburgh NY 12122 

987 Mark Hall-Patton 
1257 South 16th st. 
Grover City CA 93433 

988 Marie Schaefer 
Rte. 2 Box 358 #7 
Moses Lake W A 98837 

989 Robert Chisholm 
1113 Baker St. 
Costa Mesa CA 92626 

990 Michael Gleason 
20791 National Lane 
Huntington Beach CA 92646 

991 Frank Mandel 
P.O. Box 157 
New York NY 10014-0157 

992 Donald T. Clark 
500 Sand Hill Road 
Santa Cruz CA 95066 

993 Aubrey Bartlett PATRON 
49 Geary, #225 
San Francisco CA 94108 
collects: Music Advertising Covers 

Deceased 
#812 Thomas P. Dreher 

Dropped for non-payment of dues 
#936 Edward J. Bold 
#856 James W. Busse 
#754 Gerald W. Clark 
#872 Michael L. Collins 
#890 Roben G. Kaufman 
#974 Richard Leon 
#873 Dan J. Lewis 
#864 Rick Range 
#875 John P. Spence 
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Change of address 

Wally Beardsley 
P.O. Box 531 

#942 

#922 

#604 

#886 

#757 

#711 

#363 

#805 

#723 

#617 

Newark CA 94560 (April-November) 

866 De Soto Ct. . 
Dunedin FL 34968 (May-October) 

Michael M. Bird 
G. Company, 4th Aviation 
APO, N.Y. 09011-2382 

B.C.A.&R. Service Lib. 
655 Belleville St. 
Victoria B.C. 
Canada V8V 1X4 

Mary DeBruler 
P.O. Box 1121 
Medford OR 97501 

Richard Marc Denton 
P.O. Box 2904 
Van Nuys CA 91404-2904 

James Jacobitz, MD 
190 Eucalyptus Dr. 
San Francisco CA 94132 

Frank J. Liska 
7130 Suntide Place 
Colorado Springs CO 80919 

Geo. Wm. Magladry 
8635 San Buenaventura Rd. 
Palo Cedro CA 96073 

J. Mark Messer 
4693 - B40 Drive 
Santa Cruz CA 95065 

Wade Shipley 
P.O. Box 1000 
Lovington NM 88260 

Fred Smoot 
15549 206th ave. SE 
Renton W A 98056-8235 

Resigned 
#927 Jim Banz 
#672 Roger Baty 
#888 Dr. William Emery 
#909 Roben Rhodehamel 
#975 Herbert Rice 
#881 Ted Woodward 
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The WESTERN COVER SOCIETY would like to thank the following Patron and 
Sustaining members for th~ir generous support: 

Patron Members 

Rex J. Bates 
Brad Casoly 
Henry Clifford 
Bruce Cohen 
lohn R. Daily 
Richard Frajola 
Lewis Garrett 
Kenneth Greenburg 
Ted F. Gruber 
Mar.c Haas 
Leonard Kapiloff 
J.F. Leutzinger 
Robert D. Livingston 

Sustaining Members 

Dr. W.W. Bilyeu 
Jack R. Chisholm 
Edward Comins 
Wesley Crozier 
Richard Curtin 
J. Leonard Diamond 
John R. Drew 
George H. Eastman 
Robert Ebiner 
Erving R. Feltman 
Martin B. Fogel 
Dale Forster 
Bennie Fry 
Andrew Goheen 

President's Message 

Dr. Dennis J. Lutz 
G. Wm. Magladry, M.D .. 
William T. McGreer 
MarkMetkin 
Thomas M. Mills 
William J .. Mills, Jr. 
Clifford Moss 
E.F. Mueller 
Francis Murphy 
Charles Nettleship 
Frank Q. Newton Jr. 
James G. Nourse 

John W. Palm 
Basil C. Pearce 
D. Anson Reinhart · 
Col. Fred F. Seifert 
Henry Spelman III 
William C. Tatham 
Dr. Heinz A. von Hungen 
Robert W. Wale 
Raymond H. Weill 
Edward Weinburg 
Western Postal History Museum 
John H. Williams 

David M. Goheen 
Fred Gregory 
Stephen Hackett 
Mark Hall-Patton 
Kenneth Harrison 
H. Stanton Hill 
J.C. Hawley 

KenKutz 
Trowbridge Leavitt 
Howard A. Mader 
Steve Meier 

Roland Seymour 
. Wade Shipley 
. Daniel Siegel 
Richard S. Simpson 
Donald T. Smith 

J.F. House 
Jack R. Hughes 
James Invararity 
James D. Jacobitz, M.D. 
Constant R. Johnson 
George Kramer 
Karl Koons 

Robert Myerson 
Ray L. Newburn Jr. 
John C. Olson 
W. Ray Radford 
Sam Ray 
Harry J. Reck 
Bobby Rice 
Peter Robertson 
Jerry Schwimmer 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

Jack E. Stucky, M.D. 
Glen F. Terry 
Charles Towle 
John Vick 
Irwin Vogel 
Abner Weed, Jr. 
C.A. Whittlesey 
Charles Winter 
Kirk S. Wolford 

The Los Angeles County section of John Williams' California Postmark Catalog will 
run around 150 pages. Rather than serializing it in Western Express, and necessarily squeezing 
out other articles, we have decided to run it as a separate booklet, to be distributed to all mem
bers. It will be mailed out when ready, probably In the first half of 1990. 

This publication will run us over our budget for 1990, so we are asking for donations 
to go towards the expense. Please send your check for whatever amount you wish to our 
Treasurer, Everett Erie. We need to raise over $1,000 if we are not to tap our savings to pay the 
printer. 
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YOUR 

AUCTION AGENT 

FOR POSTAL HISTORY 

April 1990 

IN THE &\N FRANCISCO AREA 

Offering personal and confidential viewing 
and bidding services to serious cover 
collectors at all local philatelic auctions --

Henry M. Spelman I J.l 
Elliott-Lindsay 
Aubrey Bartlett 

Richard Wolffers 

Mart Mett1n 

1 495 29th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94122 

( 4 15) 664-9370 evenings and weekends 

LIBERAL REWARDS 

for interesting covers from 

MARIN COUNTY, Cal. 

for my personal collection. I am particu
larly interested in 19th Century covers, in
cluding stampless, illustrated, patriotic, 
foreign usages, expresses. 

List of towns available on request. 

Please send copies of covers and prices. 

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo CA 94960 

(415) 453-4663 
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I NEED 

a cover from 

CHILENO, Cal. 

for my personal collection. I am also in
terested in covers from Marin County, 
California, especially 19th Century covers, 
including stampless, illustrated, patriotic, 
foreign usages, expresses. 

List of towns in county available on re
quest. 

Please send copies of covers and prices. 

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo CA 94960 

(415) 453-4663 
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Sources: 

CORRIGENDUM 
. to 

BOUNDARY - FIDDLETOWN - YEOMET TRILOGY 
pu bUshed . in October 1989 issue 

by Frank Q. Newton 

The source list as promised by .the subtitle of 
the "California Boundaries" article on page 12 of the 
October, 1989 Western Express was inadvertently left 
out of the preprinting copy. The list, along· with 
footnotes, is an indelible part Gf the article, whose 
purpose is to provide prospective researchers the titles 
of necessary sources. 

April 1990 

1. "California Postmarks to 1935", by John Williams, appearing in Western Express, the 
quarterly of the Western Cover Society. Alan Patera, editor, Lake Grove, Oregon. 
Postmark series started in 1987. (Library call number unknown). 

2. A Century of California Postoffice. 1848 to 1954, by Walter N. Frickstad. Published by 
the Philatelic Research Society, Oakland CAin 1955 (Library call number 
HE6376/A1/C33). 

3. History of California Post Offices, by H.E. Salley, La Mesa CA, 1977. (Library call 
number HE6376/Al/C37). 

4. Constitution of the State of California (starting with 1849 and revised from time to time) by 
Mason, 1933. (Library call number JK8725/1933/A6). 

5. Statutes, State of California, 1850 through 1872. Published in each year from 1850 
through 1863, and every other year thereafter. From 1872 the laws are titled "Political 
Codes." (Library call number 791). 

6. Index to the Laws of California, 1850-1893, by Johnson. Published by Bancroft-Whitney 
Co., San Francisco, CA, 1893. (Library call number KT5756). 

7. California County Boundaries, by Owen C. Coy. Published by the California Historical 
Survey Commission, Ber~eley, CA, 1923. The 1973 reprint by Valley Publishers, Fresno, 
CA, contains an addendum covering very minor changes to the early 1970s. (Library call 
number F868/A15/A24). 

8. Official Register of the United States, published by various governmental departments over 
the years: Dept. of State before 1861, Dept. of the Interior 1861-1905, Bureau of the 
Census 1907-1932. Unti11913 every post office in the U.S. was listed along with the 
name of the postmaster and some financial data. (Library call number JK5). 

9. Western Express (Quarterly), Western Cover Society, 1951 to date. (Library call number 
unknown, if assigned). 

10. Letters, Alan Patera to writer, dated July 8 and 18, 1988. 
11. Letters, Jon McCabe to writer dated September 6, 1988 and comments by Jerry 

Schwimmer. 
12. Letter, Secretary of State of California to writer, dated January 9, 1989. 
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Footnotes to 'Boundaries' articl~: 

1. In defense of Walter Frickstad, he did footnote on his page 7 and include an Appendix A 
that .acknowledged boundary movements. However, he made no apparent effort to 
translate such facts into correcting errors in postal records. 

2. As John Williams pointed out during a conversation on 4 Feb. 1989, the all time count of 
counties is 60, including Coso, Klamath ~nd Branciforte (changed to Santa Cruz). To 
these could be added Pantah, a folly and wishful thinking out in Nevada, named and 
claimed 1852-59 but never approved by all parties. But such squabbles went on, and 
still do. 

Footnotes to 'Fiddletown' article 

1. Letter; Larry Cenotto to writer, 4 January, 1989 
2. Frickstad, A Century of California Post Offices. 1955. 
3. Salley~ History of California Post Offices. 1849-1976, 1977. 
4. Coy, California County Boundaries, 1923. Reprinted 1973. 
5. Laws of California, "Statutes", printed in separate volumes for each year from 1850 to 

1863 and in two-year groups thereafter. 
6. "California Boundaries, a Short History and Source List for Collectors", Western 

Express, 1989. 
7. United States Geological Survey. Maps, 7 1/2 and 15 minutes. 
8. Sioli, History of El Dorado County. 1883. Dennis Townsend was much involved in the 

school system of Fiddletown and had the post office on the side. During December 
1873 he was pronounced insane and sent to Stockton, California. 

9. Mortimer W. Belshaw arrived in California February 26, 1852, mined in the Mokelumne 
Hill area in the mid-1850s and left for Mexico in 1862. He is documented as being at 
Fiddletown April 1858 by an intercompany letter in the Wells Fargo Bank archives. 

10. Bancroft's Hand-book Almanac for the Pacific States, 1863. 

The writer is analyzing 226 volumes of 
discarded peripheral records formerly in the Hall of 
Records at El Dorado County that are now shelved in 
the manuscript collections of the Huntington Library, 
San Marino California. 

Assessment rolls for 1851, 1852 and 1853 
were searched and the name "Fiddletown" appears as 
such in 1851 and 1852. The name "Fiddler's Flat" 
also appears on some sheets in 1853. Upon further 
study, the suggestion that Fiddler's Flat was the early 
name for Fiddletown becomes tenuous. One sheet 
had both names in what appears to be the same 
handwriting. It is probably that Fiddler's Flat was an 
early name for an ~ and went out of favor in 1854. 

In the editorial on page 1 of that issue is a 
comment that might be construed that a cover which 
originated when Fiddletown was in El Dorado County 
must still be found. Such is not the case, as Figure 3 
on page 17 is a cover obviously dated 30 days before 
the town .was transferred to Amador County. It is 

highly unlikely, in light of the use of a manuscript 
nine months later (Fig. 4) that a handstamp was in 
postmaster Townsend's hands until arrival of the 
double-circle of 1856. It would be of great interest to 
the writer to see a documented cover used during 
1854 or earlier. 

The original footnotes intended for the Y eomet 
article of the trilogy were essentially incorporated into 
the text. 
As a point of interest, during the writer's work with 
the assessment rolls at the Huntington Library, the 
names Saratoga, Forks of Cosumnes, and mere 
Cosumnes (township) were encountered frequently. 
It is interesting that the name "Yeomet" is not found 
nor used by the early assessor/collectors whose feet 
trod the very ground during the period. Yeomet as an 
official name appears as a manuscript on covers in the 
very late 1850s and clearly on the headings of certain 
1860 census sheets. By then it was no longer an El 
Dorado County town. 
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THE CHICO ROUTE TO IDAHO 
by. Alan B; Patera 

April 1990 

. The discovery of gold in Idaho altered the 1841, had a great interest in directing more 
need for overland routes through the unknown lands immigrants to the northern Sacramento Valley. He 
bounded by the Oregon Trail to the north, the had settled on a large tract of land at the base of the 
HumbOldt River to the south, and the settled areas of mountains where he founded the city of Chico. He 
California and coastal Oregon. The first discoveries became Governor of California and U.S. 
at Pierceville in 1861 were best reached from Oregon, Congressman, a most influential person in early 
up the· Columbia and Snake rivers. The interest the western history. 0 

early discoveries encouraged led to the discovery of The toll road was constructed and in operation 
even more promising strikes in 1862, 1863 and 1864, by the spring of 1865, roughly following the r~mte of 
gold in the vicinity of Idaho City and silver at Silver highways 32 and 36 over the mountams to 
City. Boise emerged as a trading center astride the Susanville. From Susanville a pack route to Ruby 
familiar route of the Oregon Trail. There was a need City, Idaho began by back-tracking along the Noble's 
for a more direct connection with the populous and Cut-off emigrant trail, turning along the north side of 
prosperous cities of California. The emergence of the 0 the Black Rock Desert and heading north across wild 
Idaho mines offered a limited opportunity for lands. The marked stops along the trail where water 
Susanville to become a supply base. could be obtained are as follows (from Susanville to 

The route from Susanville across the desert Ruby City): Schaeffer's Mud Springs, Smoke Creek, 
and high steppe country of northwestern Nevada was Buffalo Springs, Deep Hole, Granite Creek, 
known and used as early as 1863, but it was Soldier's Meadows, Summit Lake, Mint Springs, 
hazardous for individuals and small groups because Gridley Springs, Pueblo, Trout Creek, Willow 
of hostile Indians - Paiutes to the south and Snakes to Creek, White Horse Creek, Crooked River, Castle 
the north. The route saw no regular usage until a Creek. Owyhee River, Jordan Creek Valley, and 
military presence afforded some protection. Wagon Town. It covered a distance of 332 miles and 

In April 1863 the California legislature took 16 days to cover. The company of Pierce and 
granted a franchise to build a road from Chico to Francis, backed by Governor Bidwell, began a 
Susanville to the Chico and Humboldt Wagon Road passenger train from Susanville to Ruby City. 
Company, which consisted of John Bid~ell, J.C. Passengers were taken on mule back for a fare of 
Mandeville, R.M. Cochran and John Gmll. John $66, including provisions along the way; there were 
Bidwell, who had come overland to California in 47 passengers on the first trip. 

Author's note 
In "Early Susanville" (January 1990 Western Express) I gave a sketch of Susanviije's 

role in transportation in the northern trans-Sierra regions. This article will focus on the link 
to southeastern Idaho, which was heavily used in 1865 and 1866, looking at the reasons for 
the inception and the abandorunent of this route. Following this we will take a tour of what is 
now one of the least used transportation corridors in the West, with photos and histories of 
the significant locations along the way. 
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MAP OF THE CHICO ROUTE 
from Susanville, California to Silver City, Idaho 

Oregon 

Nevada 

Summit Springs 
Camp McGarry (Summit Lake) 

" Camp McGarry (Soldiers Meadows) 

I I 
Harden City (Harveyville) , \ 

pring City (Hot Springs) 
rt' 

RoCk oese ........ ~--- ' ' 
. Western pact11C 

G;anite Creek 

/ 
~ Gerlach 

~~v 
~ 
~ G 

Idaho 

.p 
f ~ Get out your road atlas and take a look at the 

northwestern corner of Nevada to see what it is like 
today. This route was heavily used during the 
summer and fall of 1866. Today the route is seldom 
used, with almost no services for the entire distance. 
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A traverse of this route on the stage was 

recounted in the Owyhee Avalanche in its very first 
issue, August 19, 1865, Volume 1, number 1: 

"TRIP FROM CHICO TO RUBY CITY" 

April 1990 

On the 29th day of June, we left Chico, Cal. [on] the Idaho Stage Co.'s stage for 
Susanville, Honey Lake valley, and in about seventeen hours drive, found ourself at the point of 
destination, a distance of ninety five miles. After .lodging over night at the Steward House, where 
we found the best of fare, we took passage on the same company's Passenger Train for Ruby 
City. 

The route traveled was from Susanville, via Shaffer's Mud Springs, Smoke Creek, 
Buffalo Springs, to Deep Hole Springs, on the old Humboldt road, a distance of seventy-five 
miles, where we laid over three days, waiting for passengers who were behind; thence to Granite 
Creek, on the same road, a distance of twelve miles. So far, the road was good and well traveled. 

On leaving Granite Creek, we traveled almost due north for about fifty miles, finding a 
comparatively level, good wagon road, the hills generally covered with sage brush and affording 
a plentiful supply of bunch grass. This brought us to Soldier's Meadows, a beautiful valley, 
running north and south, hemmed in by the Puebla range on the west and Black Rock range on 
the east. Here we found plenty of grass for our animals and a comfortable encampment for 
ourselves. The night over, we started again on our journey, traveling the valley lengthwise, at the 
head of which we saw the grave of Barnhard and that of his victim, Reagan - the tragic 
circumstances of their deaths being narrated in another column of this paper. A distance of fifteen 
miles brought us to Summit Lake, a sheet of water about a quarter of a mile in breadth by about 
three in length, with flocks of ducks continually swimming on its surface. Here we again 
encamped for the night. Ten miles next morning brought us to Mint Springs, the hills being 
covered with grass on the way, with springs here and there; and eight miles further, to Gridley's 
Springs. Another encampment. Passing on next day, fifteen miles, we carne to what was once 
the flourishing mining camp of Puebla, which is now deserted, the inhabitants having been driven 
out by the Indians and most of the cabins burned and destroyed. A little three or four stamp mill, 
however, was standing undisturbed, being thought by the savages, as we learned, to be a 
machine placed in position for their destruction. We heard it stated that a majority of the settlers 
were about returning, with the expectation of having a military post established somewhere in 
Puebla valley. Puebla Lake is a large body of muddy water in the south end of the valley of the 
same name. Passing up the valley, toward the northern end, nine miles, we came to Trout Creek, 
a considerable stream putting out of the mountains on the eastern side of the valley. Camping 
over night here, we next morning gradually ascended a plain, leading through a short ravine, 
finally reaching the summit of the mountains east of Puebla valley, and then descended to about 
the same level, on a similar stretch, which brought us to a stream called Willow Creek. This 
stream is literally lined with large willows, which probably gave rise to the name. Four miles 
further on, and we come to the banks of White Horse Creek. This stream, on its debouch from 
the mountains, spreads out, running over large tracts of arable land, making it at once perhaps the 
richest and most desirable valley for ranches on the whole route. On passing through some of the 
flats, we found clover and red top growing to profusion. After camping at White Horse, we 
started on our way to Crooked River, via Castle Creek and Castle Rock, twenty miles, where we 
arrived at early eve. Next morning we started for the Owyhee River, twenty miles, which we 
reached early in the afternoon. On leaving the Owyhee, we bore up the Jordan Creek valley. The 
ranchers, as we carne along, were busily engaged cutting hay and improving their ranches; and 
judging by appearances, making themselves permanent homes. After traveling on or in sight of 
Jordan valley about forty miles, passing numerous ranches, .we leave it at Baxter's, crossing a 
range of high uplands, which brings us to Wagontown, a village consisting of one solitary log 
cabin, eight miles below Boonville. We arrived in Ruby City on the 14th of July, just sixteen 
days from Susanville, including the three days we did not travel. 

After giving the above rhapsodic notes of the journey, we will merely state, to whom it 
may concern, that the route we traveled, from Susanville to Ruby City, has fewer hill, less[---], 
rough or rocky road, than any new road we have ever traveled over on the east side of the Sierra 
Nevada range. It is a succession of easy grades from valley to valley, with no very high ranges 
of hills to cross, and with the expenditure of a very small amount of money, must eventually 
become the thoroughfare of travel between this section and California. 
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During the summer of 1865 Captain John 
Mullan became manager of the staging enterprise. 
Mullan had become prominent while in the army, 
surveying and engineering a road between the gold 
fields of western Montana and the agricultural area of 
the Palouse country of eastern Washington. After he 
left military service he made an unsuccessful attempt 
at ranching near Walla Walla with. his .brother. He 
made his entrance into staging in an attempt to recoup 
his financial losses; his reputation as a road-builder 
gave him considerable influence, both in the West and 
in Washington D.C. 

In 1864 Mullan obtained a contract for 
carrying mail on postal route 15277 from Walla 
Walla, Washington Territory to Pierce City, in Idaho 
Territory. The service was actually performed by 
Stark King & Bro. of Walla Walla, and in July 1866 
Quincy Brooks foz-Warded to the Postmaster General 
a letter from Mullan relinquishing all claims for 

April 1990 

compensation on this route. 
In the meantime, Mullan obtained the contract 

for carrying mail across the bay from San Francisco 
to Oakland. He apparently abandoned the contract 
after failing to make satisfactory arrangements with 
any of the ferry operators. By this time his interest 
had focused on the lucrative contract for carrying the 
mails to Idaho and the California and Idaho Stage 
Company was formed. 

Mullan s tarted by traversing the route to 
determine the condition of the roads and the stock and 
the needs of the stage stations, not failing to neglect 
the importance of promoting the venture, stopping at 
the office of the Owyhee Avalanche at the beginning 
of September with a goodwill basket of peaches, 
grapes and apples from the orchards of Governor 
Bidwell. To the Avalanche he gave a report that 
appeared in the paper on September 2, 1865: 

"Tri-Weekly stage to California 
· The Idaho and California wagon and stage routes are beginning to assume an importance 

which we have for a long while predicted they would, and which is soon to be realized. The 
stage route is now. protected by troops from Ruby City to Susanville, California. Captain 
Mullan arrived in Ruby City day before yesterday, with the first through stage from the 
Sacramento River, bringing a full load of through passengers. The entire road is now being 
stocked with new horses, and the stages are running regularly every other day, with changes- of 
horses, for two hundred miles - from Chico to Granite Creek. From Granite Creek to Puebla, 
the stations are established, and the stock being put on. The stock was started yesterday to be 
distributed from Ruby City to Puebla, and the first through stage - making change of horses -
will leave here for California on Tuesday next; after that, leaving regularly three times a week. 
Troops are stationed at Smoke Creek, Summit Lake, Puebla, White Horse Creek, and at Camp 
Lyon -as permanent posts; and detachments from each of these posts are to be strung along the 
line - giving eight or ten men at each station. Hay is being cut at each station by men provided 
with an escort from Smoke Creek; and a party of Chinamen, under another escort, are at work 
improving the road. The latter work is under the supervision of Capt. Pierce. 

General McDowell gave Capt Mullan an escort for his return trip, and assured him that 
nothing should be left undone to protect the communication to the rich fields of our Territory. 
One of the fumest friends of the enterprise, is General Bidwell, of California - who with far
se~ing judgme~t, will whil~ in_ the next Congress, in?"odu.ce many measures l~oking 'toward 
qmck and certam _commurucanon from Northern Califorrua to this country, both by mail and 
telegraph. The tnp to California, when everything is in good working shape, will be made in 
from four to five days. The line is now running under the direction of Captain John Mullan and 
we can only wish the good work success." ' 

· For all the ballyhoo, nothing happened. No 
stag~s showed up in Silver City, no mail was 
received. Mullan let out word that Indians had stolen 
his horses, and this account was repeated in the Walla 
Walla Statesman. Editor Wasson of the Owyhee 
Avalanche read this account in disbelief and 
responde~ with the first <?f what was to be ~any 
blasts agamst John Mullan m the Avalanche issue of 
October 28, 1865: 
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"Chico, Idaho, Stages, Mails and Mullan 
"It is unnecessary to recall Captain Mullan's arrival here about September 1st, in a 

"coach and four" and how he was to be followed by three coaches per week (in advertisement). 
It may be proper to state that no coaches have as yet arrived as per said announcement. About a 
month or six weeks after the Captain's debut, we received a copy of the Sage Brush (a paper 
published at Susanville) in which we found the proceedings of a public meeting, at that place, 
on the subject of the Idaho Stage Co.; found that ·the entire stock of the concern was in the hands 
of the Sheriff; that the peQple had subscribed money to improve the road, and were clamorous to 
know why the Company did not abandon all claims to the route, in favor of men who wanted to 
and could put the thing through. Perhaps that Sheriff arrangement took place immediately after 
the Captain's departure for this place, and consequently unbeknown to him. But if he reports 
that 'most of his stage horses have been stolen by Indians,' we should hesitate to believe him on 
oath - from the fact that there was no stage stock this side of Susanville to steal. In the 
meantime, be it understood, the Captain has gone back to Susanville, and it was reported here, 
and advertised elsewhere, that he would return to Ruby, about October 20th, with seven or 
eleven coaches to make a fmal swoop of passengers preparatory to "closing out" his stage 
business until Spring. The 20th October came, but no Captain or stages - as we expected. 

As to the mail "being carried through on horseback," we have· received information 
within a day or two, which we believe trustworthy, that none of the parties connected with that 
route, are, or ever have been, the possessors of.a legal contract (if any contract) for carrying the 
mail between Ruby and Susanville. We shall,- all verbal testimony to the contrary,- remain in 
the belief that the mail-contract programme was invented to give the thing "tone", and thus 
frighten off o.ther bidders for temporary .effect. We believe this to be the only portion of the 
programme in which they succeeded. In short, all the mail matter as yet transported over that 
route amounted to about one sack, ;and there will be none "carried through on horseback" the 
coming winter, except in the hands of private individuals. There are parties who will carry ii, 
provided they can get the contract in time - which we doubt. The name of Gen. Bidwell, of 
Chico, has been used at this end of the route, in connection with that Company, for purposes 
similar to the mail contract. He is as anxious for the success of the route as any outsider, but is 
as thoroughly disgusted with the management of the "Company" as anybody-our informant has 
stuck. 

We have too much of the milk of human kindness into our system not to wish the 
Captain a safe and pleasant journey to "the east;" and hope he may regain a position in "the · 
army," if it's nothing but a corporal's command of Contrabands; and may the eagles of liberty 
squat upon his banners thicker than grasshoppers on a mullen stock. He made a great mistake 
when he first entered it, and a greater one (for himself) when he left it. When he had access to 
the pockets of Uncle Sam, during the "flush times" of peace, he could lay out routes and build 
roads. He is doubtless engineer enough, but his present income would not permit him to 
furnish the necessary rolling stock for a bowling alley, to say nothing of establishing a tri
weekly line of stages the distance of three hundred miles ... " 

The unsuccessful attempt to make the Chico 
Route a major transportation corridor in 1865 did 
have one positive effect on the Owyhee mines. A 
competing supply route brought goods by sea to 
Portlan~. up the Columbia River by boat to Umatilla, 
and fretghted overland to the mines. Because of all 
the promotion on the Chico Route done by Mullan 
merchants and freighters on the Oregon route had 
slashed their prices to be competitive with a route that 
wasn't functioning. 

The Chico Route was by no means 
abandoned, however, although it was little used 
~uring the winter of 1865-66. Freighters still 
mtended to use the road, and there was still a military 
presence! particularly at Camp McGarry and Camp 
C.F. Smith, where substantial stone barracks and 
other buildings had been erected. It was the general 
conse~sus that there would be a stage line in 
op~ranon by summer. In a private letter to Ruby City 
wntten on March 8, 1866 from Chico George F 
Nourse writes: ' · 
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"At any rate, we will have a stage line to your place, and a good one .... Great changes have 
taken place since Mr. Hardin went over the road. It has been very much traveled. Places 
objectionable at that time have been avoided, or improved. Water h.as been found at more 
frequent intervals, and now nothing is lacking but settlements and travel. I am informed - and by 
a very good authority- that Mr. 0. Streshley will locate this Spring upon White Horse Creek, 
and put in one hundred and fifty acres of barley, besides cutting a large amount of grass for hay. 
Mud Valley is taken up and claimed from one end to the other, and this Spring. will see all along 
our route- if not the roses bloom- something better, in shape of fences, barns and houses 
growing in every little dale and at every spring. Such settlements, together with constant travel 
are better protection for those who dwell along the route than all the troops your "Uncle" ever did 
or will send to guard the sage brush. In regard to these settlements, I write as I believe. The 
discoveries and great mineral wealth of Black Rock, Pine Forest, Vicksburg and Puebla alone 
will populate these places and the roads to them. The Owyhee is but a short distance further on, 
and I truly believe that during the coming season great discoveries will be made in the vicinity of 
Trout Creek and in the Snow Mountains thus making a continuous chain of settlements from the 
Sacramento River to Owyhee. Black Rock is said to be immensely rich. I am told that some of 
the ledges there equal your famous Poorman. There will be a great rush there in the Spring. The 
excitement in regard to it is intense .... " 

With the support of Governor Bidwell, 
Mullan returned to the nation's capital that winter with 
a plan to develop a major transportation route from 
Chic_o to the Owyhee mines, via Susanville. His 
arguments were bolstered by a report made by T.W. 
Clark and J.R. Cove, who had been appointed by a 
meeting of Sacramento teamsters to traverse the route 
to judge its feasibility. Their detailed report showed 
some sections of bad road or hard pulling, but overall 
was most favorable, with grass, hay and water 
abundant at most of the stations. 

The efforts of Mullan and Bidwell were 
rewarded in Congress by the establishment of a mail 
route from Susanville to Boise City, via Silver City. 
At the same time, however, a second and competing 
route was established from Humboldt City, Nevada 
to Boise City, joining the Chico route before reaching 
the crossing of the Owyhee River. The route from 
Humboldt City was abolished before it began and 
replaced by a similar route that extended from 
Virginia City, Nevada to Boise City via Silver City, 
to start in September. 

The Post Office Department invited bids for 
once-a-week service on Route 14790 from Susanville 
to Boise City, the bidders to propose their own 
schedule of departures and arrivals. Seven bids were 
received, ranging from a high of $120,000 from 
Miller Phipps to a low of $28,000 from Loyal 
Woodstock and Albert R. Lee Roy. The contract was 
awarded to Luke Tiernan Williamson, however; he 
submitted a bid of $35,000 per annum for service 
three times a week. The bid was accepted on March 
14, 1866. 

Little was known about Williamson - he was 
said to be. a San Francisco man - but actually he was a 
front for the Mullan interests. The OwyheP. 

Avalanche didn't know this when they reported the 
awarding of the contract on April 7, 1866, but two 
weeks later editor Was son saw some promotional 

·material on the company and suspected that the 
contract had been awarded in the name of Mullan's 
friends. The paper did note that the Black Rock 
mines were proving rich and hoped that this time they 
might get some service from one of the two routes. 
On May 12 the paper noted wryly "For the past few 
years we've had routes established from Susanville 
and from Humboldt City to Boise via here to Boise, 
and contracts let to transport the mails, but a set of 
irr~sponsible wretches got the contracts - hence no 
mails." 

The schedule on the Chico Route was divided 
into a summer schedule and a winter schedule. 
During the summer the mail was to leave Susanville 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 8 p.m., or "on 
arrival of Chico mail"; the trip to Boise City was to be 
made in eight days. The return trip was to leave 
Boise City on Monday, Wednesdays & Fridays at 2 
a.m. The winter schedule allowed 14 days for the 
trip and reversed the departure days for both termini. 
The House appropriated $50,000 to improve the route 
as a military road, but the measure died in the Senate. 

In May 1866 the California and Idaho Stage 
and Fast Freight Company with John Mullan as 
president was incorporated, with a capital stock of 
$200,000, and it is this company that actually 
operated as a mail contractor. The first stage left 
Chico shortly after midnight of July 1, 1866. The 
trip took three days and five hours to cover the 427 
miles to Ruby City. They had a two-month jump on 
the route to Silver City from Virginia City, and their 
arriv~l in Silver City must have been as plea~<tnt a 
surpnse for the townsfolk as it was to the editor of 
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the Avalanche. In contrast to the many evil things 
said about Mullan over the past nine months, the 
paper was most congratulatory: 

"NEW STAGE LINE.· MAILS.· FAST TIME.- The Chico and Idaho Stage Co. have 
got into successful operation. Nothing but Indian raids will prevent the permanent success of 
the line. The route is stocked and stations selected and men fitting them up and cutting hay. 
Capt. Mullan - President of the Company - arrived with a four-horse coach one week ago to
day. His business was to prepare the way for regular trips. At midnight, July 1st, the first 
regular coach for Idaho left Chico, and arrived in Ruby at 5 o'clock, a.m., of Thursday -
making three days and five hours from Chico. Brought through the Sac.Union daily and . 
weekly, and San Francisco Evening Bulletin, all date of June 30- just four and one-half days 
from San Francisco. This time can be easily shortened twelve hours. Our California exchanges 
that heretofore have been from eighteen to fifty days reaching us, came through by this mail in 
less than four. Can any more conclusive arguments be asked in favor of the superiority of the 
overland route to California? Actual performance is evidence undeniable. The mail contract· 
took effect July 1st. It has been carried inside of schedule time. Now, we do hope for the good 
of this whole country as well as the Company, that all possible protection will be given the 
.route. Don't let ·this company be treated to Hill Beachey's last year's experience. It has entered 
upon the mail contract promptly, and if Goverrunent fails to give protection, the company will 
not be at fault. Capt. Mullan says they expect to run the line- Indians permitting - to the 
complete satisfaction of the Avalanche, and we say 'bully for Mullan.' He has persevered and 
now surely opens promisingly .... " · 

The advertisements for the company promised 
through travel to Chico in only 3 1/2 days from Ruby 
City for a fare of $60. Captain Mullan wrote from 
Summit Lake that he would be putting more stock on 
the line and hoped to reduce the time for delivery of 
parcels to San Francisco to just 4 1/2 days. The 
company asked for additional military protection for 
the five stations betwen Ruby City and White Horse 
Creek. 

To give further credence to the route, five post 
offices were established along the way in the summer 
of 1866, all officially entered on the books of the Post 
Office Department on July 13. These were, from 
south to north, Smoke Creek, Deep Hole, Granite 
Creek, Spring City, and Harden City. These offices 
were listed under Roop County, Nevada. Two of 
these offices changed names on October 4, 1866, as 
Harden City became Harveyville afterJudge Harvey 
of Susanville, and Spring City became Hot Springs. 
On February 12 and 13, 1867 four more offices were 
established, at Mud Meadows, below Camp McGarry 
at Soldiers Meadows; at Pueblo, where sporadic 
mining activity gave some justification for a post 
office; in Oregon at White Horse, at the crossing of 
White Horse Creek and the location of Camp C.F. 
Smith; and at Jordan Valley, near the Oregon-Idaho 
border. A month later, on March 19, 1867, a post 
office was established at Summit Springs, a stage 
station several miles north of Camp McGarry at 
Summit Lake. The site location report accompanying 
the establishment of the post office at Pueblo shows 
that the office was sponsored by none other than 

Congressman John Bidwell. The influence of 
Bidwell was most probably behind the establishment 

· of all the post offices along the route. 
The fact that these offices were officially 

established did not mean they were instantly open for 
business. Quincy Brooks, Special Postal Agent at 
San Francisco, was on business in Portland, Oregon 
when a letter from Bidwell informed him of the 
establishment of the first five new offices. Brooks 
wrote to postal agent R.F. Perkins in San Francisco 
on September 4, 1866: 

It is advisable that these offices go into 
operation without delay, and to this end should be 
supplied with mail keys and blanks. I have written to 
those gentlemen (the appointed postmasters)and 
assured them that the required articles would be 
furnished to them by you upon their application 
accompanied by the certificate of an acting Postmaster 
that they had duly executed their official bonds, and 
that the same had been forwarded to the 1st Asst. 
P.M. Gen. 

During the early years of mining in the 
Owyhees Indian attacks were a constant problem, and 
many a traveler or station keeper had been murdered. 
To protect the stages along the Chico Route Bidwell 
and Mullan used their influence to secure military 
protection. General McDowell, who commanded the 
district, responded by establishing five military posts: 
in Nevada at Smoke Creek, Summit Lake and Puebla, 
in Oregon at Camp C.F. Smith (at White Horse 
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Creek), and nearer to Ruby City at Camp Lyon. 
Eight companies of troops were deployed along the 
line, and Governor Gibbs of Oregon contributed 
another two companies. In August 1866 General 
McDowell inspected the route and as a result allocated 
another company of cavalry and one of infantry to 
Camp McGarry. Travelers in September reported 
Major Marshall arid Captain Hunt encamped at White 
Horse Creek with 200 men. 

During the good weather of the summer and 
early fall of 1866 the stages of the California and 
Idaho Stage Company made regular trips, and the 
route was heavily used by freighters. As a freight 
route it surpassed the competition. The Avalanche of 
July 14 noted that Matthew Spence made the trip from 
Chico to Rubv Citv in 28 davs with a heavilv-loaded 
freight team, while in contrast freight expected by the 
firm of DuRell & Moore was already "out 45 days 
from Umatilla and not heard from." 

On July 27 Wells, Fargo & Co. advertised in 
San Francisco a notice that they would forward letters 
and parcels to Owyhee via the Chico Route. The 
Avalanche reported on August 4 that "Wells Fargo & 
Co. have sent a few over one hundred letters by the 
last Chico Stage." This happens to be coincidental 
with the removal of the Wells Fargo office from Ruby 
City to nearby Silver City. With this initial success, 
the postmasters of Chico and Susanville petitioned to 
make the route a daily mail service. 

By the beginning of September the route had 
more good news, as reports from Pueblo mining 
district on the Oregon-Nevada border showed 
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excellent prospects, rumored to be the quality and 
extent of the Owyhee's Poorman mine. The mail 
connection was generally satisfactory, as 
communication could be received from San Francisco 
in just six and one-half days; however, as the season 
wore on the mail more frequently arrived late. The 
Chico newspaper laid some blame on the Idaho post 
offices for not returning the mail bags, saying that a 
ton of material had stacked up because there were no 
bags for them. 

By November the snow began to fly, and 
despite plans and assurances things started to go 
wrong. The Chico stage made its last scheduled trip 
out from Silver City on November 18, 1866. The 
plan was to run stages from Chico through Susanville 
to Camp McGarry at Summit Lake during the winter, 
and to transport the mail the rest of the way to Ruby 
City on horseback. It didn't work. After Christmas 
the Avalanche got word that a ton of mail matter was 
left at Crooked Creek, a stage station on the Chico 
route between White Horse and the crossing of the 
Owyhee River. With tongue-in-cheek, editor Wasson 
suggested that this was the reason a daily mail was 
sought for that same week - because a tri-weekly was 
inadequate. In a more serious tone, the Owyhee 
Avalanche of December 29, 1866 complained loudly: 

"For the months of November and December, we 
don't think the arrivals of this mail will have 
averaged once a week - and there were intervals of 
two weeks that the mail failed to make its 
appearance in any shape. We know that packages 
of papers a!e mailed us upon the arrival of every 

Cover sent from Lincoln, Cal. to Ruby City I.T. If it dates to 1867 it most likely passed over the 
Chico Route through Susanville. Courtesy of Constant Johnson 
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steamer at San Francisco, yet not one has come to 
hand since the middle of November - and that three 
weeks on the way by this route. The Washington 
authorities should discontinue the service over the 
route this side of Susanville and dis.allow the 
proper proportion of the pay due for the service 
between Susanville and Owyhee. Whenever. the 
mail has reached Ruby, it has been promptly 
carried by Beachey's Line to Boise. City. The 
contractors may be entitled to pay for carrying the 
mail from Chico to Susanville in California - of 
that we are not certain, but we are certain that they 
are not on this end of the route. We censured and 
tlien praised the proprietors of the Chico Line, but 
are now fully convinced that the praise was 
untimely and not deserved .... " 

The route was also faring poorly in 
comparison to the mail being delivered from Virginia 
City on the Humboldt'Route. Mail on the route was 
being carried even during the winter months more or 
less on time, and talk was earnest about making the 
route a daily one. The Avalanche appealed to 
Governor Bidwell as an honest man to withdraw his 
support for the stage company, or at least to intercede 
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to have the mails carried. The firm of Mack and 
. Jones of Chico announced an intention to run stages 

on the line the following summer, but by this time the 
competition was over and the Humboldt Route had 
triumphed. 

A mail delivery on the Chico Route - perhaps 
the last one - did reach Silver City on January 10, 
1867, but the papers received by the Avalanche were 
so outdated as to be worthless, sending the editor off 
into another tirade: 

"The Postmaster or other public officer who signs 
a certificate for them as having performed the 
service according to contract or indeed any valuable 
service, is guilty of assisting the efforts of others in 
getting pay to wrong the Government and people. 
We receive California letters and papers by the 
Railroad Line in five and six days from date, and 
by the Cheek-oh route insi.xty and seventy-five." 

The Post Office Department was mindful that 
the Chico Route from California to Idaho traversed 
vast stretches of desert at great cost; that it served few 
inhabitants and indeed duplicated the final stages of 

Silver City in 1867 was a major town in a remote location. Its early years featured a constant 
stuggle to obtain better communications with the rest of the world. 

IDAHO STATE HIS10RICAL SOCIETY 
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the "Humboldt Route". Postal Agent Quincy Brooks 
had been instructed by 2nd Assistant Postmaster 
General George W. McLellan to keep an eye on the 
functioning on the two mail routes from California to 
Idaho on July 13th, the same day that the fust five 
post offices along the Chico Route had been 
established. Brooks, being a diligent public servant, 
looked into the matter; he was not impressed by what 
he learned At the end of November 1866 he devised 
a test to evaluate the merits of the two routes. While 
in Sacramento he mailed a series of eight letters to the 
postmaster at Boise City, four marked to go on the 
Chico Route and four for the Humboldt Route. They 
were mailed several days apart, so that each letter 
would go by a different dispatch. The letters 
instructed the Boise City postmaster to note the day of 
arrival and to send a return reply by the same route on 
the next dispatch. 

The results were dramatic. In a letter to the 
2nd Asst. Postmaster General on March 7, 1867 
Quincy Brooks summarized the results thusly: 
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from Quincy Brooks' letter journal 

"It will be observed from the above that whilst the service on the Humboldt route has 
been performed with regularity and dispatch that the service by the Chico route has been 
exceedingly irregular, imperfect, and indeed I may say worthless. I enclose herewith the letter 
certificates etc. constituting the evidence upon which the above summary statement is based. 

In view of all the facts I feel warranted in recommending that the service on the 
Humboldt Route be increased to six times a week, and that the service on the Chico Route for 
purposes of through communication between California and Idaho be discontinued." 
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Perhaps Quincy Brooks had the authority to 
curtail service on his own, or perhaps the information 
was telegraphed; but in any event action was 
instantaneous. The Postal Route ledgers have an 
annotation on Route 14790, the Chico Route that 
reads "Service dis. 7 March 1867" --the same date as 
the above letter. The reason Brooks specified 
discontinuing service "for purposes of through 
communication" is that at least Harden City still 
probably had a post office, and if any of the other 
offices along the route were functioning they required 
mail service. In fact, there was another post office 
being established along the route, at Puebla, near the 
crossing of the Nevada-Oregon border. 

The Owyhee Avalanche learned of the 
discontinuance of the Chico Route at the end of 
March, and felt righteously justified in continuing the 
attack. on Mullan in its March 30, 1867 issue: 

"It is most excellent news that 'Captain John Mullan, 
late of the U.S. Army,' has finally received at 
headquarters a check in his bilking career. He has 
been a successful cheat upon the people and 
Government for many years, and so long as he could 
succeed in humbugging the Washington authorities he 
cared nothing for the public he was paid to but did not 
serve. His failures to perform what he promised have 
been immense - just the size a neighbor estimates his 
drunks. It is perfectly safe to say tuns of mail have 
been lost and rendered worthless within the last eight 
months by Mullan & Co.'s management Scores of 
men have not received their pay for services rendered 
the company, and just how much pay the company 
have received for their worse than useless service, we 
are not advised, but the intelligence that it is not likely 
to receive more is comforting." 

Mullan and his crowd were out, but attempts 
were made to keep a mail on the Chico Route. Ruby 
City postmaster William Clemmens received a letter in 
April1867 informing him that a contract for a weekly 
mail from Chico to Ruby had been let to F.P. 
Benjamin, of St. Louis, Missouri. Service on route 
15712 from Silver City- which had replaced Ruby 
City as the post office by this time - began on 
Monday, July 1, 1867. Mail was to be delivered in 
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. Chico by the following Sunday at 6 p.m. This mail 
route is not mentioned again on the pages of the 
Owyhee Avalanche after an announcement at the end 
of June that service was prepared to commence. It 
most likely was an unsuccessful attempt, as all nine 
post offices that had been established at stage stations 
along the Chico Route were ordered closed on the 
same day, August 6, 1867. 

Even a half year later, the Susanville papers of 
February 22, 1868 evidence bitterness in the way the 
mail contracts were handled: 

"The mail contract that was secured two years ago by 
Mullen & Co., upon the route leading from Chico to 
Silver City Idaho, was a fair illustration of the 
character of the majority of such enterprises in the 
mountain divisions of the Pacific Coast. The contract 
was awarded at a sum sufficient to have carried the 
mail upon "schedule time," and it is quite apparent 
that the contractors never contemplated any such 
purpose, but rather live off of and fleece the section 
of country over which they might travel, and in the 
end secure e~ough of the original sum to fall back on 
and sustain themselves until another haul might be 
made. The citizens of Honey Lake Valley have cause 
to remember this last experiment as affording them 
quick and easy communication and it is quite likely 
that they stand tolerably well informed of the matter in 
which contracts are made with Government" 

It is indisputable that mail matter was carried 
over the Chico route by the California and Idaho 
Stage Company. As a tri-weekly service there should 
have been 47 trips between the beginning of the 
contract on July 1 and 1866 and the time coach 
service was discontinued on November 18. Judging 
from the acrid newspaper accounts, only from 4 to 6 
mails were delivered subsequently. The first trip 
carried over 100 Wells Fargo covers; it seems that in 
all between 5,000 and 10,000 pieces of mail were 
carried on this route. To date, the author has found 
no covers for which it can assuredly be said that it 
went by the Chico Route, nor any covers from any of 
the post offices established along the route that can 
verify that they did indeed function. 
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STAGE STATIONS OF THE CHICO ROUTE 

The Chico Route was developed. as a 
transportation route from Chico, California to supply 
the Owyhee mines of southwestern Idaho in 1865. 
During 1865 and 1.866 it was the route of choice, with 
teamsters. hauling many tons of goods, stages 
transporting passengers, mail and express between 
Chico and Ruby City. Stage stations were established 
all along the route, and because of Indian 
depredations the military established major posts at 
Camp McGarry and Camp C.F. Smith, as well as 
stationing 8 or 10 men at each station. Despite the 
fact that the territory crossed between Susanville and 
Ruby City was almost totally uninhabited except for 
the stage stations, nine post offices were established 
along the route, with station keepers as postmasters. 

The author traversed the route from Susanville 
to Ruby City in October 1989, following the original 
route as close as can be approximated in a passenger 
car. This exhilarating experience allows some 
insights into the operation of the route in 1866-67, 
and has supplied the accompanying photographs of 
the terrain and some of the building remnants that can 
be seen today. Come, lets take a trip along the route 
of the California and Idaho Stage, and stop at the 
major stations along the way. 

Susanville to Smoke Creek 
Leaving Susanville the route keeps to the 

northern end of Honey Lake Valley, much the same 
as US Highway 395. After crossing a low divide an 
unmarked and unpaved road takes off to the east. 
Following this road 12 miles across a sagebrush plain 
brings one to Bull Flats. The ruts of the stage road 
are just off the current county road to the south. 
About where the road crossed a wet weather 
watercourse on Bull Flats would have been the 
location of the stage station of Schaefers Mud 
Springs. 

Another five miles brings us into Nevada at 
Rush Creek, a year-round stream; but no station here, 
because Smoke Creek Station is only another five 
miles on. First, however, the road passes through 
Robbers Roost, where the stream flows through a 
narrow gap in the hills. The road is lined with tall, 
planted cottonwoods as it passes through the gap, and 
a large level space marks the site of a store that was 
once occupied by the post office of Roop, Nevada. 
Climbing over a low divide gives us a view of Smoke 
Creek Valley, about two miles wide and five miles 
long. Smoke Creek is larger than Rush Creek, which 
joins it just above the site of the stage station. 

Smoke Creek was a major station, located at 
the junction of roads leading to Susanville and 
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Surprise Valley and the Nobles Cut-off emigrant trail, 
which left the Humboldt River near Rye Patch 
Reservoir. It had a blacksmith, and served meals and 
drinks, presided over by the affable station-keeper, 
Smoke Creek Sam - also known as William V. 
Kingsbury. Smoke Creek had a post office from July 
13, 1866 to August 6, 1867, with Kingsbury as 
postmaster. No postmarks are known from this 
office. 

It was a prosperous station during those 
years, servicing the heavy traffic on the Chico Route 
as well as the supply wagons to Surprise Valley. A 
number of troops were stationed there to provide 
protection from marauding Paiutes. 

Even after the decline of trade with the 
Owyhee mines, Smoke Creek Sam's sense of humor 
shined in the ads running in the Susanville Sagebrush 
in the spring of 1868: 
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Commenting on the decline of trade with Ruby City, 
the Sagebrush speculated on the future of the Smoke 
Creek Station in its issue of March 14, 1868: 

"The old settlers upon the roads leading from 
Honey Lake Valley to Humboldt and the Owyhee 
are changing their base. Some of them 
contemplate going to Surprise Valley while others 
will settle in this and Long Valley. The travel that 
has heretofore contributed to the preservation of 
important points upon those two thoroughfares 
has been gradually turning into other channels, 
and the result is that Station keepers are forced to 
seek other quarters. Smoke Creek Station will be 
quite likely to survive some time yet, it being 
upon the route to Surprise Valley to which latter 
place considerable travel and freighting is very 
rapidly turning." 

· In July 1868 Hoag & Co. resumed operations 
over the route with five coaches carrying passengers 
and fast freight, running a weekly express all the way 
to Ruby City. But at the same time there was a report 
of ~.H. Dodds transporting goods to his ranch at 
Soldiers Meadows and Summit Lake having a military 
escort only as far as Smoke Creek, after which 
Captain Hall returned to Susanville and they were on 
their own. Without military protection, the Sagebrush 
of July 11 noted: The "trip is somewhat perilous at 
this time under the circumstances in which they are 
compelled to travel." 

However, by the end of the year it was clear 
to everyone that the future of Smoke Creek Station 
was bleak. The Sagebrush of November 21, 1868 
published this item: 

"THE HUMBOLDT ROAD.- The new road to 
Surpri.se Va~ley from Susanville by way of 
Madeline Plams, cuts off the hope of those living 
upon the old Humboldt road. So long as the 
pre~ent route to Surprise Valley existed, the 
stanons at Smoke Creek and Buffalo Springs had 
some chance for life. The route is changed: 
McGarry is abandoned, and what travel reaches 
the Humbo~dt will hereafter go to Reno, and 
thence by rrul. The denizens of the old Humboldt 
road might as well haul off. It was a mistaken idea 
in the first place that any portion of that country 
was intended for the use of the white man." 

There would be no revival of freighting on the Chico 
Route, as the Central Pacific railroad had transformed 
Wi~~emucca into a major town consolidating its 
posmon ~s the supply base for the Owyhee mines as 
well as Its own mining districts. Smoke Creek's 
tenuous position as a stop on the route to Surprise 
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Valley was eliminated by the construction of a shorter 
road north from Susanville, crossing the Madeline 

· Plains. Things were decidedly quiet at Smoke Creek 
save for a few random travelers, and William V. 
Kingsbury decided to pack it in. 

Kingsbury landed on his feet He entered into 
a partnership with the Susanville general merchandise 
firm of Bowman and Lockwood. In January 1869 he 
transported a load of goods to "a point on the railroad 
near Camp Halleck". It was a good location, as the 
firm of Kingsbury and Lockwood (as it was known 
by April) was one of the first mercantile 
establishments in the boomtown of Elko, providing 
supplies to the White Pine mines to the south and the 
Cope District to the north. On April 17 the Sagebrush 
reported that Kingsbury had received the appointment 
for postmaster at Elko, but Post Office Department 
records do not substantiate this. 

Not much is left of Smoke Creek Station. 
Two large cottonwoods on the north side of Smoke 
Creek were undoubtedly planted and attest to a 
buildin~ at that site. However, available maps show 
the stanon to have been on the south side of the creek 
where the sagebrush now grows as much as five fee~ 
high. An.inspection showed that there was indeed at 
least one building on that side, but without excavation 

· it is I_IOt_Possible to determine how large it was. On 
the hillside above are two crosses denoting gravesites. 

Smoke Creek to Deep Hole 

Some six miles down Smoke Creek's canyon 
you reach a vista of the Smoke Creek Desert, where 
the waters of Smoke Creek spread and vanish. 
Smoke Creek Desert is part of the bed of ancient Lake 
Lahontan, and is one of America's few true deserts a 
vast alk~ flat where not even grass will grow. On 
the far Side of the desert are the tracks laid by Western 
Pacific, and on the west side there are a few scattered 
ranch buildings. 

At fifty-seven miles out from Susanville is the 
juncti~n with the road coming up from Sandpass and 
Pyramid Lake. It keeps to the west side of the Smoke 
Creek Desert, where there is occasionally water in the 
streams that come down from the highlands to the 
west. The most important of these is the perennial 
Buf!alo Creek, where the Buffalo Springs stage 
station was loc~ted. In this vici.nity is the only 
currently occupied ranch along this portion of the 
route. 

Deep Hole Station was established at an 
important spring about nine miles northwest of the 
present town of Gerlach and 86 miles out from 
Susanville. The artesian springs draw their waters 
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from the Granite Range to the east. There are a 
number of springs, but one of them is the Deep Hole; 
cold and deep, -they had been sounded for 75 feet 
without locating the bottom. Early travelers marveled 
at the lushness of this oasis, and those who kept 
diaries never failed to mention them. Fish, writing in 
1860, said: "The water is very transparent and cold 
the grass growing to the edge of the water the banks 
shelving underneath. A man or brute falling in would 
be in poor ·condition unless assistance were at hand. 
There were several horses belonging to our train 
which tumbled in but the accident was discovered 
before they could sink to the bottom (if there is any) 
and ropes thrown over their heads .... " 

It was an ideal location for a stage station, 
with abundant grass and trees for shade. A.A. Worm 
was the station-keeper and the postmaster when a post 
office was established on July 13, 1866. This first 
post office was discontinued on August 6, 1867. 
Because of its water and grass, Deep Hole enjoyed a 
lengthy existence as a stopover point and a ranch. A 
store was built there, and the store housed a second 
Deep Hole post office when it was established on 
February 12, 1894. The post office lasted until 
October 2, 1911, when the new town of Gerlach took 
over the mail duties of this region of desert. 
Postmarks are known from this latter period of 
operation, but none are known from the 1866-67 
period. 

There are still a number of buildings at Deep 
Hole. Although horses graze on the grass, it is no 
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longer an operating ranch; a sign on a locked gate 
proclaims it to be the headquarters of a gun club. 
There is a prefabricated house that has not been 
occupied for some time, and several storage sheds. 
Of greatest interest is a dugout building near the Deep 
Hole, with hand hewed beams, that most likely dates 
from the days of the stage station. Another building 
of similar construction appears to have been a stable 
and may date to the same period. A little stream of 
water flows from the springs towards the flats of the 
Smoke Creek Desert, and it seems sad that over this 
only watercourse for many miles around someone 
constructed an outhouse. 

Deep Hole to Granite Creek 

From Deep Hole there is nine miles of 
pavement on Nevada Highway 447 to the town of 
Gerlach. Gerlach was built as a stop on the Western 
Pacific in 1909 at a significant location for local 
travel. It is on rising ground overlooking the three 
-way junction of ancient Lake Lahontan, with Smoke 
Creek Desert stretching off to the west and southwest; 
the Black Rock Desert stretching east and northeast, 
and the dry lake bed of Lake Winnemucca reaching 
due south towards Pyramid Lake. It is situated at the 
southern tip of the Granite Mountains, dividing the 
northern extension of the Black Rock Desert from the 
ranching country that stretches northwest to Surprise 
Valley. A paved road extends all the way south to 
the Truckee River and a connection with Interstate 80 

This ~tone dugout at Deep Hole probably dates to the stage station of the mid-1860s. The 
Gramte Range towers to over 8,000 feet in the background. Photo taken October 1989. 
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at Wadsworth, so that Reno is only an hour and a half 
away. 

Gerlach likes to boast it has seven bars, but 
has never had a church. There is a gas station, a 
motel, and a school, but only a little conv~nience mart 
for supplies. It has had a post office since October 
27, 1909, and now supplies all the postal neeqs for 
the scattered ranches of the Black Rock and Smoke 
Creek country. Five miles south is Empire, location 
of a gypsum mine that can also boast a store and gas 
station for its company town, as well as its own post 
office since 1951. 

Gerlach was of course not there during the 
stage route days of 1865-67, although a hot springs at 
the north end of town may have encouraged some 
kind of a station there. Just nine miles northeast, 
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however, was the next major stage station at Granite 
Creek. The road is paved five miles past Granite 

· Creek today. 
Granite Creek, draining part of the eastern 

side of the Granite Range, provided a dependable 
water supply at the very edge of the alkali flats of the 
Black Rock Desert. George Jackson was the station 
-keeper and was also appointed postmaster when a 
post office was established on July 13, 1866. The 
station provided meals and drinks to ~avelers, and a 
small detachment of troops was stationed nearby. 

Even in such a remote locality being the 
station-keeper was not an easy job. On July 24, 1867 
George Jackson shot and killed one of the soldiers. 
The Unionville, Nevada Humboldt Register of 
August 3, 1867 reported the incident: 

"Homicide.- On the 24th of July, George Jackson, of Granite Creek Station, shot and killed 
one Daniel Sweeney, one of the soldiers stationed at that place .... The deceased and one 
Edward Bates, both soldiers, came to the defendant's station on the morning of the 
homicide, and took several drinks in the absence of defendant; defendant returned about 11 
o'clock in the morning; the two soldiers, by this time, became very boisterous; Jackson 
refused to let them have any more liquor; advised them to go to camp; in a few minutes · 
Bates returned and insisted on having a drink; Jackson still refused him; Bates then began to 
abuse Jackson shamefully; called him all kinds of names- a mean, low, son of a bitch, etc.; 
at this, Jackson knocked him down and put 'him out of the house; Bates then left and went 
to camp; soon thereafter, while Jackson was standing behind the bar, talking to witness, 
James Elliott, Bates and Sweeney made their appearance, armed with their guns; Bates set 
his gun down by the door; Sweeney rushed in Between Elliott and Jackson with his gun 
drawn in the attitude of shooting Jackson, and demanded why he had kicked Bates out of 
the house; 

Jackson told him why he had done so; told both parties they had better go to camp
that he wanted no difficulty with them; deceased became more enraged, and declared that he 
would not leave until he got ready; that Jackson could not make him leave the house; that he 
came to fight him, and intended to fight him before he left; Jackson remained cool during 
the time and tried to reason the case with them; told them repeatedly to leave the house and 
go to their camp, and ordered them both to leave; deceased declared that they came down to 
get Jackson, and they intended to get him before they left; deceased then stamped the butt of 
his gun on the floor; while his gun was in this position, Jackson stepped into an adjoining 
room to arm himself; deceased then crossed the bar-room, and took a seat on a bench in 
front and facing the door of the room that Jackson went into; he cocked his gun and held it 
in position to fire as Jackson might make his appearance; Jackson seized his Spencer rifle 
and ordered them both to leave; deceased sprang to his feet and made toward Jackson, with 
his gun drawn and cocked; Jackson instantly fired, and deceased fell dead; Bates then left 
and run to camp ..... " 

Jackson was declared innocent of murder by 
reason of self-defense. Just two weeks after the 
shooting the post office at Granite Creek was closed, 
as were all the post offices along the stage route. No 
postmarks have been reported from this office. 

The remains of two stone buildings are 
evident at Granite Creek, as well as the stone walls of 
a large corral. The ranch now located there are owned 
by Joe, of Joe's Bar in Gerlach, who gave permission 
to enter the property to photograph the ruins. One can 
only wonder how old the old wagon in the corral 
might be. 
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Rock walls are ail that remain of the Granite Creek stage station. Photo taken October 1989. 

Granite Creek to Double Hot Springs 

From Granite Creek Station's location at the 
very edge of the alkali flat it is safe to presume that the 
stages and freight wagons took to the alkali flats from 
this point. Today's motorist has the option of 
following the alkali route or staying on the gravel road 
that keeps to the bench. In wet weather the desert 
floor can develop soft spots, and we were told that a 
car can sink to the frame if one drives on the wrong 
places. What the stages and freight wagons did in 
wet weather is a matter of speculation, but I would 
think they kept to the very edge of the alkali and 
stayed off the rocky, sage-covered lands that border 
it, taking to the higher ground only if necessary. 

After a tew more miles the road branches, the 
left fork traversing the valley on the east side of the 
Granite Mountains; our route is the right fork, 
heading towards Soldiers Meadows and staying west 
of the northern extension of the Black Rock Desert. 
Thirty-one miles from Gerlach comes the next 
opportunity to drive on the alkali dese~ floor .• ~d to 
get to our objective of Double Hot Spnngs this ts the 
way to go. 

There are many tire tracks on the flat, but 
where the preponderance of them have driven it looks 
like a dusty highway. The British set a land-speed 
record on the Black Rock flats in 1987, so it was no 
problem crossing the desert in a passenger car at 60 

miles per hour. After eight or nine miles the eastern 
edge of the alkali is reached and tire tracks spread out 
in a bewildering display of choices. Taking what 
looks like the most traveled of the choices puts you on 
a miserable excuse for a road, with ruts and a high 
center, weaving amongst high hillocks. After two 
miles you reach Double Hot Sprinf!:S. 

Spring City was probably located at Double 
Hot Springs, but there is no indication of any building 
there. A post office was established at Spring City on 
July 13, 1866 with William H. Van Alstine as 
postmaster. The establishment of post offices at 
Spring City and Harden City was reported in the 
Susanville Sagebrush on September 8, 1866 and 
repeated in the Owyhee Avalanche on September 22, 
giving credence to the possibility that post offices may 
actually have operated from these places. On October 
4 of that year, the same day that Harden City became 
Harveyville, the post office at Spring City changed its 
name to Hot Springs, retaining Van Alstine as 
postmaster. 

The springs themselves are most impressive, 
large, steep-sided, deep and very hot. They are 
reminiscent of the deep pools of Yellowstone National 
Park. They also appear to be a very dependable 
source of water in a very dry area, the only thing to 
commend it as a place to attempt a settlement. A 
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wreath was floating in the larger of the two pools; 
perhaps someone had perished there by falling in. 

It is only six miles from Double Hot Springs 
to Harden City. Six miles of ruts and rocks, steep 
drop-offs where the road had been washed out, six 
miles that no passenger car should have to endure. 
And once you arrive, you have reached one pf the 
most God-awful places one could imagine to ever 
attempt a settlement. 

Harden City I Harveyville 

Harden City was founded as a town to serve 
the mines of the Black Rock and High Rock mining 
districts. At its height in 1866 it consisted of a store 
and post office, three mills and perhaps 30 or 40 
people. Although it developed after the initial stage 
runs to Ruby City it was most certainly added to the 
itinerary. 

Reports of silver in the Black Rock desert date 
to a discovery made by an emigrant name Harden in 
1849. Several expeditions to try to locate the source 
of the ore he picked up resulted in failure and the area 
was generally forgotten. However, with the 
discovery of rich silver in the Humboldt Range the 
idea of silver in the Black Rock was regenerated. The 
events that unfolded have left a mystery that 
confounded men of intellect then and now. It seems 
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quite likely that there never was any paying ore in the 
Black Rock mines, despite impressive assay reports 

· from men of good reputation. The Black Rock mines 
deserve a chapter unto themselves, but as this would 
be a digression from our travel along the Chico 
Route, it will not be covered at this time. 

The strongest backers of the Black Rock 
mines were from Susanville. Judge Harvey was a 
major investor, with strong encouragement from 
Charles Isenbeck, a German metallurgist at whose 
doorstep the folly of the Black Rock humbug is 
usually laid: The post office was established on July 
13, 1866 and named Harden City after the 1849 
emigrant; on October 4 it was renamed Harveyville, 
after Judge Harvey. Charles Nixon was the 
postmaster under both names. 

Water for the town was cooled from the hot 
springs at the site.· How the mills could have operated 
on this supply of water is in question; perhaps water 
was piped in, as the Sierra Advocate of Downieville, 
California reported on the mines and noted "Good 
water is found in quantities sufficient to all the 
ordinary uses of a small mining community 15 miles 
to the northeast." They went on to note that Juniper 
trees for use during the holidays were available at the 
moderate distance of 60 miles. 

Indeed the location is desolate. Harden City is 
situated amongst the salt grasses on the edge of the 
alkali flat on the east side of the northern extension of 
the Black Rock Desert. . The ground underfoot is 
white with salt crystals, looking as if it had a recent 
dusting of snow. The elevation of 4000 feet keeps 

One of the mills at Harden City. Very little remains of this little camp that struggled in the 
harsh environment of the Black Rock Desert. Photo taken October 1989. 
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the summertime temperatures more moderate than 
Death Valley- perhaps only 110 or so- but there is no 
shade. Winter temperatures can dip below zero, and 
there is no fuel except what is hauled in. The hot 
springs water, once cooled, cannot taste very ·good. 
It is not a place to live without very good reason. 

The only reason for the town was the mines, 
and as the ores from the area could not be made to 
produce silver or any other valuable mineral it did not 
last long. The post office was closed on August 6, 
1867, the same date as all the other offices on the 
Chico Route. At this time there were still some 
promising reports on Black Rock ores, but by the end 
of the year Isenbeck was discredited and the mines 
abandoned. 

On July 4, 1868 the Susanville Sagebrush 
reported "None of our citizens appear to favor a 
renewal of the Black Rock experiment. The whole 
country seems to be abandoned and it is safe to 
presume that work will not be resumed this season. 
The town stands like another Palmyra, the sands of 
the desert sifting over its forsaken ruins."; and again, 
on August 29, "It may be a little satisfaction to feet 
owners in that famous locality, to learn that it is 
wholly abandoned. No living soul treads the streets 
of Harden City, and the sound of pick and shovel no 
more disturbs the stillness of that desert solitude." 
The machinery from the Evans Quartz Mill at Harden 
City was retrieved in June 1871 and removed to the 
mines developing at Hayden Hill, in Lassen County, 
California. 

Solitude is what the site has. After driving six 
miles on the "road" from Double Hot Springs there is 
precious little to denote the site. It is at the end of a 
little spur "road" off the main "road". The stone 
remains of two of the mills are readily evident. In an 
article in Desert magazine Nell Murbarger reports 
finding the third mill some distance away. Some 
thick reeds may mark the location of the hot springs, 
but they are in no way comparable to the large pools 
at Double Hot Springs. 

Harden City had perhaps the best claim to a 
post office of any of the nine offices established along 
the Chico Route, with a reported residential 
population and a store. No postmarks have been 
reported from either Harden City or Harveyville. 

Harden City to Summit Lake 

The "road" gradually improved heading north 
from Harden City until it was almost passable with a 
few bad spots. After 17 miles it rejoins the county 
road that had continued up the west side of the Black 
Rock Desert at Mud Meadows Reservoir. The 
perennial Mud Meadows Creek has been dammed to 
flood the meadows with Mud Meadow Lake. The 
lake was as appealing as its name, and most likely the 
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stage station site was under hs waters. Mud 
Meadows was a post office in Roop County from 
February 12 to August 6, 1867, with George M. 
Pursell as postmaster. Other than the stage station the 
only justification for a post office at this location is 
Camp McGarry at Soldiers Meadows, 5 miles north 
by good road. 

Camp McGarry was the major military 
presence along the Nevada stretch of the Chico Route. 
A military reservation covering 75 square miles was 
established in 1865, with the main barracks located on 
the north side of Summit Lake. However, a barracks, 
officers quarter, mess hall, and a stable for 100 
horses was constructed out of stone at Soldiers 
Meadows, making it a second "Camp McGarry" 12 
miles south of the Summit Lake camp. It is actually 
17 miles by passable road, with a few rough spots. 

Camp McGarry became the headquarters of 
the District of Nevada in 1866, but with the cessation 
of travel along the route in 1867 it lost most of its 
function. In 1868 the headquarters were removed to 
Camp Winfield Scott, north of Paradise Valley. 

Soldiers Meadows has plenty of water and a 
large acreage of pasture. It seems likely that this 
southern portion of Camp McGarry was transferred to 
private ownership before the Summit Lake post was 
abandoned, for it seems to have been in the hands of 
W.H. Dodds in on February 22, 1868 when he 
advertised in the Susanville Sagebrush to sell the land 
and buildings: 
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The buildings of Camp McGarry at Soldiers Meadows are in remarkably good shape. This 
building, no longer used, was officers quarters in 1866-67. Photo taken October 1989. 

Only two stone buildings remain of Camp McGarry at Summit Lake, on the Summit Lake 
Paiute Indian Reservation. This structure served as a jail. Photo taken October 1989. 
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It may have been a valuable piece of property, 
but it was not easy to sell, located along a nearly 
abandoned transportation route and with the military 
presence being reduced. Dodd still owned the land 
the following summer when he contracted to deliver 
225 tons of hay to Camp McGarry. 

The main Camp McGarry at Summit Lake has 
fewer buildings · remaining than does Soldiers 
MeadowS'. The walls of two stone buildings stand; 
one is reportedly the jail, the other is an enlisted 
men's barracks. They stand next to a small stream 
flowing from the Black Rock Range to the east down 
to Summit Lake. 

The abandonment of Camp McGarry was 
reported in the Sagebrush on November 21, 1868: 

"ABANDONED.~ Camp McGarry, the Military 
station at Summit Lake, has been wholly 
abandoned. The last remnant of its garrison has 
been removed to Camp Scott, and nothing is now 
left at the post save the few stone buildings 
formerly used as officers' quarters. The buildings 
that are left at that point cost the Government many · 
tho.usand dollars .... " 

Only a detail of 20 men left behind to guard 
the stores. That winter Frank Drake, who had been a 
merchant in Idaho City, contracted to move the wares 
from Camp McGarry to Camp C.F. Smith, along the 
same route on White Horse Creek in Oregon. In 
1871 the military reservation lands became the 
Summit Lake Paiute Indian Reservation, with 
headquarters at Winnemucca. Permission should ~e 
obtained to visit the site of Camp McGarry at Summit 
Lake from the Tribal Council. 

Summit Lake to Puebla (Pueblo) 

There was no post office established for Camp 
McGarry, as mail was presumably carried by military 
couriers. On March 19, 1867 a post office was 
established at Summit Springs, a stage station along 
the road some 8 miles north of Summit Lake. This 
was the last post office to be established along the 
Chico Route and the only one not established as part 
of a grouping. It was discontinued with the rest of 
the offices along the route on August 6, 1867, and it 
also has no reported postmarks. M.C. Gallagher was 
the appointed postmaster. 

From Summit Lake the road is good all the 
way to pavement at Nevada Highway 140 as it drops 
down out of the highlands by way of Little Idaho 
Canyon into the broad desert valley of Craine Creek. 
There was a stage station called Gridley Springs; 
Gridley Springs is located at or on the alkali flat in the 
middle of this valley. However, at the crossing of 
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Knott Creek there is an active ranch and a very 
attractive stone building, not currently used but 
complete with a replacement roof. It seems likely that 
this building was constructed during the staging days 
to serve as a station. 

The sex of Puebla is very confusing, as many 
reports refer to it in the feminine as Puebla, and others 
use the masculine Pueblo. When we quote 
newspaper accounts we will use whatever they used; 
as the most common reference is Puebla, we will use 
that form, even though the post office was established 
with the masculine form Pueblo. 

Puebla was a small mining camp which liked 
to think of itself as centrally located between Ruby 
City, 174 miles to the northeast, and Granite Creek, 
105 miles to the south. It was at the base of the hills 
southwest of today's community of Denio. A post 
office was established for Pueblo on February 13, 
1867 with Eugene Schippman. as postmaster. The 
fact that the office was established on the day after 
Mud Meadows in Nevada and the same day as White 
Horse and Jordan Valley in Oregon-- both along the 
same route -- leads one to the belief the post office 
was at the stage station in the valley rather than at the 
mining activity up in the hills.' 

The exact location of this office has been in 
confusion for years; Harris (1973) and Paher and 
Garnett (1983) list the office in Nevada with a note 
that it was thought to be in Nevada but was actually in 
Oregon. Although it has not been possible to 
determine the precise location of the office, it is this 
writer's opinion based on an inspection of the area 
that the post office was probably located at the stage 
station, and it seems likely that the stage station was 
located near Baltazar Hot Springs, where there is 
today the remnant of a stone building near the 
highway, in addition to what looks like a more 
recently-constructed stone structure that was used in 
connection with the springs. Postmaster Eugene 
Schippman had originally proposed the name 
Vicksburgh for the office, after the Vicksburgh 

· Mining District in the adjacent hills. The 
establishment of the office was sponsored by none 
other than the Honorable John Bidwell. For the 
office to have been located in Oregon it would have 
had to have been located in the mountains west of or 
in the valley north of Denio, away from any mining 
activity. 

Puebla struggled to receive attention. Ore was 
first discovered there in 1862 and a smal1 mill was 
constructed, but the constant danger from hostile 
Indians and the incredible distances to any source of 
supply caused the area to be abandoned by 1864. 
When travel picked up along the Chico Route interest 
in mining at Puebla revived. The Vicksburgh mining 
district was formed, encompassing the major ore 
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The site location report filed for Pueblo lends support to the possibility that a post office may 
actually have operated there. It is directed to John Bidwell and apparently signed by Bidwell at 
the bottom. For the request for the population of the area the response was "It is a mining camp
numbers unknown." 
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This stone building, near Baltazar Hot Spring but not visible from the hiRhway, may have 
served as a stage station. Could this have been Puebla? Photo taken October 1989. 

ledges. In March 1866 Major Harmon made 
arrangements for smelting equipment to be sent up 
along the route. 

In September 1866 the Owyhee Avalanche 
reported on the plans for protection for the area: 

"Protection for California and Idaho Travel 
"Orders have been issued, says the 

Statesman, from District Headquarters to Col. 
Drake, commanding Sub-District of Boise, to send 
one company of men to Puebla Valley with 
instructions to keep them there all winter. Major 
Rinehart, in command at Fort Klamath, is also 
ordered to send eighty men under Capt. Kelly, 
with one piece of artillery, across the south end of 
Oregon to form a junction in Puebla Valley with 
the company sent from here .... " 
.... Puebla is about midway between Owyhee and 
Susanville, and the fact that the troops "all have 
orders to remain in that section during the Winter," 
gives the business a meaning of permanency that 
cannot be mistaken .... " 

Even after the post office was discontinued on 
August 6, 1867 Pueblo was known as a mining 
location, although a letter from a soldier patrolling the 
area published in the Owyhee Avalanche of August 
10, 1867 reported "I could see nothing there to 
encourage immigration, when there are so many more 
favorably located districts; there is no timber near than 
fifty or one hundred miles of Puebla but sage." 

In the winter of 1868 Mr. Wiley relocated the 
Columbia claim on Puebla Mountain and processed a 

load of ore that assayed $235 per ton in copper, gold 
and silver ore. His company also located a new 
prospect christened the Mammoth. ~ year later ~ig~t 
or ten claims had been located for different parties m 
Susanville, all of which were reported as looking 
promising, although nothing was done on any of 
them except for assessment work. A~ter the ~emis.e 
of the Chico Route as a transportation corndor 1t 
became even more difficult to successfully mine at 
Puebla. The supply point for the Puebla mines 
shifted to Winnemucca, the nearest point on the 
railroad. The cost of freighting ore to Mill City for 
reduction was not less than $40 per ton, and at that 
cost it was not economical to mine, so the Puebla 
district languished. 

There was a general mining slump in Nevada 
at the end of the century, but interest in all types of 
mining activities picked up with the discoveries and 
Tonopah and Goldfield in 1902 and 1903. In 1904 
the Pine Forest Mining Company resumed activities in 
the Vicksburgh district at Puebla, and in 1905 they 
were the major producer of Humboldt County -- thus 
validating the claims of paying ore that had been made 
40 years previously. A post office was established at 
the Ashdown mine in 1904 that operated for five 
years. In 1919 the Ashdown mine installed a new 
mill and went into several years of production, 
resulting in the re-establishment of the Ashdown post 
office for a year in 1920-21. The Ashdown mine 
operated intermittently through the 1960s, producing 
an estimated $400,000 up to 1950. 
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Puebla to White Horse 

Leaving Puebla it is 11 miles by paved road to 
the real, live community of Denio. Denio is the 
service center for a long and wide valley. dotted with 
ranches. The town abuts the Oregon - Nevada 
border. It actually began as an Oregon town, but has 
been sliding southward to the point where none of the 
buildings are on the Oregon side of the border any 
longer. The post office was established in Oregon on 
September 26, 1888, but only lasted a year and a half 
before it was discontinued on May 2, 1890. It was re
established in Oregon and lived there until the very 
ena of 1950, when the post office moved across the 
border into Nevada. The first Nevada post office still 
stands, unused, while there is now a brand new post 
office about a quarter mile further south. 

In Denio there are actually two places to get 
gas and .food. The old hotel is no longer in operation, 
but there is a rock shop in Denio proper, as well as 
the Diamond Bar with its gas pumps. The main 
activity of the town, however, is at Denio Junction, 
which is about two and one-half.rniles further south. 
Here one can buy gas, get a hot meal in the cafe, or 
buy a few groceries. There is also a landing strip and 
an RV park at the junction. 

The stages probably headed diagonally across 
the valley from Denio, but our route by car is north by 
paved road until we reach a junction with a wide and 
smoothe gravel road with a sign post for White 
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Horse. Eastward across the valley the road reaches 
· the point where Trout Creek emerges from the hills 

and follows the stream. After a few miles there is a 
cove with several ranches and an abandoned stone 
building - a pretty sure sign of a stage stop. 

A few miles further and the road bends to the 
north and leaves Trout Creek, traversing relatively 
level uplands covered with sagebrush. There is a little 
bit of water in Willow Creek even in October. 

After 33 miles from Denio you come into sight 
of White Horse, on White Horse Creek. From a 
distance it appears an oasis of trees on a treeless plain. 
The site was identified as promising for agriculture by 
early travelers. 

Troops were stationed there by the end of the 
summer of 1865. At the beginning of March 1866 the 
military detachme.nt at Camp Alvord was removed to 
White Horse Creek, which took on the name Camp 
C.F. Smith. The camp may not have been fully 
staffed until June, when Capt. Walker took 75 men 
from Camp Lyon to establish a "permanent post" at 
White Horse. Walker was elevated to the rank of 
major and made commander of the post. As soon as 
the location had been made secure from Indian raids 
by this strong military presence, 0. Streahly headed a 
company of 40 men to utilize the waters of White 
Horse Creek for agricultural purposes. 

From its location on White Horse Creek, 
soldiers policed the road and provided adequate 

The ~tone ~arn at W.hi~e Horse Ranch .. The left end of the building looks to be the oldest 
portwn, wzth the buzldzng expanded wuh two additions. It probably served as a barn for 
Camp C.F. Smith in the late 1860s. Photo taken October 1989. 
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protection to the mails, coaches ind teamsters. They 
also went on forays up the Owyhee, to Three Forks 
and beyond. While it was still hazardous to travel 
alone, the dangers of Indian attacks had been.greatly 
reduced by the time the route was largely aban~o~ed 
because of the effectiveness of the route provtdmg 
more direct communication with the railroad at 
Winnemucca. · 

With agriculture underway and the military 
post there, White Horse was.a logical place for a post 
office, which was authorized on February 13, 1867 
with W.A. Mix as postmaster. On his site location 
report, Mix estimated the post office would serve 250 
patrons plus the military post - certainly an 
exaggerated estimate. He named Luke Williamson -
Mullan's man - as the contractor on the route; 
however, by this time a regular mail had ceased to run 
over the route, so it is doubtful that it ever actually 
operated. The post office was officially discontinued 
on August 6, 1867, the same day all the other post 
offices along the Chico Route were closed. No 
postmarks have ?een reported. . 

One inctdent of note was reported m the 
Owyhee Avalanche of February 23, 1867. Things 
got out of hand as a barrel whiskey was u.pset and 
somehow ignited, causi.ng a conflagration that 
consumed several tenements. The paper reported 
"The Chico rider and a number of soldiers are in the 
guard-house awaiting Court ~artial." . 

Indian troubles contmued sporadically for 
several years, and Camp C.F. Smith was maintained 
with a reduced garrison, but most of the activity was 
now further east, at Camp McDermit and Camp 
Winfield Scott. On November 9, 1869 Camp C.F. 
Smith was officially closed. The ranch at White 
Horse passed into the hands of John S. ~evine, .and 
in 1889 it became part of the cattle emprre of Miller 
and Lux. 

White Horse Ranch is still an active ranch and 
a landmark of southeastern Oregon. It is home to half 
a dozen families, in a very pleasant location that 
features a small babbling brook running through it. 
There is a fancy new barn with the White Horse 
symbol perched on the roof. But more of interest to 
our tale is a long, squat, stone barn, still in use, 
which dates to the time of Camp C.F. Smith and the 
stage station on the Chico Route. 

White Horse to Ruby City 

Upon leaving White Horse the stage took a 
route diagonally northeast to the crossing of the 
Owyhee River at Rome that is not easily duplicated 
today in a passenger car. Our route takes us more 
easterly to a junction with U.S. 95, thence north to 
Burns Junction and eastward to Rome. En route we 
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cross Crooked Creek twice,' the location of the next 
important stage station. 

The Owyhee River is a major riv~r, 
necessitating the only ferry on the stage route. Durmg 
the winter even coaches could cross the river on the 
ice. The river crossing is just upriver from the mouth 
of Jordan Creek, which drains westward from the 
Owyhee Mountains. Reachi_ng this J?O~~t d~g 1866-
67 was almost like returnmg to Civthzanon, as the 
emergence of Silver City as a maj?r mining region 
gave rise to agriculture for forty miles along Jordan 
Creek, starting in 1864. 

Some 20 miles west of Silver City Jordan 
Creek passes through a valley after making a wide 
southerly loop between steep-sided hills. This valley 
was the location of Baxter's Ranch, a major stage 
stop and the nucleus for the agricultural supply town 
of Jordan Valley. From Baxter's a toll road was 
constructed by Silas Skinner over the uplands to 
provide a more direct link to Silver City, cutting off 
the loop of Jordan Creek and rejoining it in Idaho at 
Wagontown. 
. Although the place was locally known as 
Baxterville through the 1880s, a post office was 
authorized with the name Jordan Valley on February 
13, 1867, with Jasper Lockwood as postmaster. We 
know from references in the Owyhee Avalanche that 
this post office did not start functioning until the first . 
week of April. Lockwood had a ranch some three 
miles west of Baxter's, but in 1867 a large hotel was 
built in Jordan Valley by Lockwood & Co., so it 
seems likely that the frrst Jordan Valley post office 
operated at the hotel. No postmarks have been 
reported for Jordan Valley prior to 1883. 

Jordan Valley prospered for many years as the 
only town in southern Malheur County; today it 
remains prosperous and growing, largely because of 
the activities of the Delamar Silver Mining Co. in the 
Owyhee Mountains. 

Once the stages reached Wagontown the 
mining region was entered. For the next fifteen miles 
upstream there were constant placer operations, 
although by 1866-67 these were carried on mainly by 
Chinese. A short distance beyond Boonville was 
Ruby City, the county seat of Owyhee County and the 
only post office in the district. However, Ruby City 
was already being eclipsed by Silver City, another 
three-quarters of a mile further up Jordan Creek. By 
the summer of 1866 most of the businesses and many 
of the buildings had removed from Ruby City to 
locate in Silver City. On August 1, 1866, Wells, 
Fargo & Co. closed their Ruby City office and 
opened a new one in Silver; the Avalanche relocated 
the following week, and the Idaho Hotel was open for 
business in their Silver City location in time for a 
Christmas ball. 
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The Idaho Hotel in Silver City served as the stage depot after it opened in December1866. 
Part of this building was moved up from Ruby City. Photo taken October 1989. 

After a bumpy, dusty ride of 440 miles from 
Chico, the stage passengers had at last arrived in the 
bustling metropolis of the Owyhee. As it was an 
adventure in 1866, it is still an adventure today, to 
traverse the route in a passenger car. Driving up from 
Jordan Valley entails negotiating a pitted but paved 
road to Delamar, just above Wagontown; then on a 
very narrow but easily passable dirt road all the way 
to Silver City. As you reach the site of Ruby City the 
road forks and a short distance brings you to the 
many buildings of Silver City. The Idaho Hotel is 
still ope~ in the summer months - no electricity, no 
water, bnng your own bedding. You can have dinner 
in the hotel dining room, lit by kerosene lamps. And 
taking a stroll by moonlight amongst the vacant 
buildings of Silver City, you can sense the vitality this 
town once had, and you can feel the satisfaction that 
you have indeed arrived. 

Post offices along the Chico Route 

A note on post offices 

Ten post offices were established along the 
Chico Route between Susanville and Ruby City. Five 
were established at one stt.oke on July 13, 1866; Mud 
Meadows was · a day earlier than three others 
established on February 13, 1867, and Summit 
Springs was established on March 19, 1867. Jordan 
Valley, Oregon is still operating; all of the rest were 
closed on August 6, 1867. 

Did any of these post offices besides Jordan 
Valley actually operate? No postmarks have been 
reported from any of them. The Susanville 
Sagebrush of September 8, 1866 reported the 
opening of two of them, Spring City and Harden 
City. We know from the letters of Special Postal 
Agent Quincy A. Brooks that he had just learned of 

(South to North) 

Smoke Creek 
Deep Hole 
Granite Creek 
Spring City 
Harden City 
Mud Meadows 
Summit Springs 
Pueblo 

13 Jul 1866 to 6 Aug 1867 

White Horse 
Jordan Valley 

13 Jul1866 to 6 Aug 1867. also 1894-1911 
13 Jul 1866 to 6 Aug 1867 
13 Jul1866; to Hot Springs 4 Oct 1866 to 6 Aug 1867 
13 Ju11866;. to Harveyville 4 Oct 1866 to 6 Aug 1867 
12 Feb 1867 to 6 Aug 1867 
19 Mar 1867 to 6 Aug 1867 
13 Feb 1867 to 6 Aug 1867 
13 Feb 1867 to 6 Aug 1867 
13 Feb 1867 and operating 

Page .32 



Western Express 

the establishment of the five offices on September 4 
and issued instructions for them to get supplies ~s 
quickly as possible. Therefore it seems probable that 
the offices at Smoke Creek, Deep Hole, Granite 
Creek, Spring City and Harden City did actually 
operate, at least until November 18, 1866 when a 
regular tri-weekly mail route operated between 
Susanville and Ruby City. However, as Harden City 
was changed to Harveyville on October 4 and Spring 
City to Hot Springs on the same date, it is uncertain 
under which name they might have operated. If the 
order authorizing the name change was not sent until 
October 4, thete may have been no office functioning 
by the time word arrived; if, on the other hand, the 
Post Office Department was assenting to a change 
already affected, the office may never have opened 
under their original names. Only the discovery of a 
postmark from these locations could shed further light 
on the subject. · 

Mter November 18, 1866 there were probably 
only 4 to 6 mail deliveries along this route, and the 
last that can be documented as reaching Ruby City 
arrived on January 10, 1867. The post offices at Mud 
Meaoows, Pueblo, White Horse and Jordan Valley, 
all established on February 12 and 13, were likely 
subject to the s·ame delays between the establishment 
date and actual operation as were the earlier five. For 
Jordan Valley we have a reference in the Owyhee 
Avalanche of April6, 1867: "From some documents 
recently received at the Ruby P.O., it is believed a 
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postoffice has been established in Jordan Valley -
about 30 miles from here. We are informed that an 
application for one was made some time ago." . . 

With a seven week gap between the official 
establishment date and the receipt of the documents to 
authorize a post office, these four offices and the 
Summit Springs office established on March 19, 1867 
would have come along well after the mail route 
between Susanville and Ruby City had been annulled. 
Another route along this line was authorized to start 
July 1, 1867, but as all these offices as well as the 
five offices previously established were discontinued 
on August 13, 1867, it seem highly unlikely that any 
but Jordan Valley actually went into operation. They 
would have had no way to be supplied by mail; Mud 
Meadows and Summit Springs may not have even 
been functioning as stage stations by the time official 
authorization would have reached them, and they 
certainly had no other claim to existence except 
perhaps their proximity to Camp Mc9arry. 

In the author's opinion, the existence of postal 
material from Smoke Creek, Deep Hole, Granite 
Creek, Spring City or Hot Springs, and Harden City 
or Harveyville is possible, but any such item would 
have to be considered very rare or unique; the 
existence of covers from Mud Meadows, Summit 
Springs, Pueblo or White Horse is highly unlikely, as 
it seems logical to conclude that the offices never got 
into operation. 
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The Cover Illustration: The cover illustrates a Wells Fargo cover with two blue Wells 
Fargo Oroville markings, one of which reads "SEP 12". Of particular interest is the 
direction that it should be sent to Susanville via Reno. This dates the cover to 1868, as at 
this time Central Pacific rails had reached Nevada and Reno had blossomed at the base of 
the 11?ountains. Reno .immediately bec~me the supply point for Honey Lake Valley. 
Oroville had a connectmg route up the ndge to the Chico Route, and had also served a 
supply base for Susanville merchants. Even though it was twice the distance, once the 
railroad crossed the mountains it was apparently faster to send express letters down to 

·Sacramento, to Reno by train and by stage to Susanville than it was up the ridge and over a 
low pass by the old route. 
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THE BROWN CORRESPONDENCE OF EARLY NEVADA LETTERS 
by 

James W. Milgram, M.D., James Garnett, and Anson Reinhart 

There is some confusion in regard to the first 
Nevada letters and covers of this correspondence 
which we would like to clarify here. The first letter 
from Nevada is a single sheet of blue paper folded to 
form four pages (typical of the other letters of this 
period too). It was headed "Utah September 16th 
1857". Immediately after the sentence ending "could 
sehd it to washington" is the second part of the same 
letter which is headed "Wassaw Valley Sept 26 
1857." This is not a second letter as described in our 
text (Western Express. January 1990) but is a further 
part of the same September 16 letter written later. 
Although this fabulous letter was described in the 
Frajola auction as being sent in one of the Carson 
Valley Oct. 15 manuscript postmarked covers, it was 
not; it is missing a cover. 

The second letter was handcarried by Joshua 
to his parents and is the "Wassau Valley Sept. 23, 
1857letter of Peleg. Evidently this letter was placed 
into the envelope which we show as Figure 5, the 
first manuscript Carson Valley postmarked cover. 
But this letter (the handcarried letter) was not mailed 
in this cover. The cover is addressed to Mr. Joshua 
C. Brown. It carried the letter headed "Utah Wassau 
Valley Oct 8, 57", We erroneously thought this letter 
was sent to Pardon Brown, Jr., but it was not; it was 
sent to Joshua C. Brown. This is proved by the 
reference in the first sentence to "your family". 
Joshua was married with children, but the younger 
brother, Pardon Jr., was still single. Someone in the 
family, probably the father, put the handcarried 
September 23 letter with the October 8 letter into the 
envelope and sent them on to another relative (?Lucy). 

Finally the caption line for Figure 6, the 
Second cover with a manuscript Carson Valley 
postmark, states that the enclosed letter was the 
September 23 letter from Wassau Valley. This is an 
uncorrected error from an early draft of the article. 
The proper letter for the cover, as correctly described 
in the text of the article, is the letter headed "Wassau 
Valley Utah Ter. Oct. 12, 1857" to Peleg's younger 
brother. 

Snowshoe Thompson Carries the Mail 

·mountains as four feet deep. Peleg moved the cattle 
into a lower valley, Truckee Valley, which was fifteen 
miles below Washoe Valley where they had the cattle 
previously. He thought that less snow was present in 
that location .. 

The letter which follows also makes reference 
to the mail being carried over the mountains on 
snowshoes once every other week. This was most 
probably a reference to John Thoreson Rue, the 
legendary "Snowshoe Thompson," who used skis to 
traverse the Sierra Nevada Mountains between 
Placerville, California and Carson Valley, Utah 
Territory, often carrying 60 pounds of mail matter in a 
backpack. Although Wiltsee describes this express as 
operating as early as 1853, it is more likely that the 
first trips were made in 1856. This express is 
described by John B. Allen in the February, 1983 
issue of the Postal History Journal. Skis were 
described as snowshoes at that time, which has 

. created some confusion for modern readers. The 
typical d1,1ration of his trips was about three days for 
the 90 mile distance between the two towns. Some 
reports have Thompson ca.rrying the mail for many 
years, at least until 1874. 

While Thompson became legend for his mail 
carrying feats during winter, it is clear that he also 
carried mail and express at other times. A June 11, 
1857 card in the Sacramento Union announced his 
express as follows: 

THOMPSON'S CARSON VALLEY EXPRESS 
-- The undersigned will hereafter run a weekly 
Express between MOKELUMNE HILL and 
GENOA, CARSON VALLEY, via the Big Tree 
Road. Those wishing to send Letters or 
Packages by forwarding them through the mail 
or Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express, and directed 
to my care, will be strictly attended to. 
J.A. Thompson 

This express appears to have lasted less than a 
year, as a January 30, 1858 reference to Thompson in 
the Sacramento Union referred to him as "the former 
Expressman for the Big Tree route." A year later both 
the Sacramento Union and Bancroft's history has 

As described in the letters, the cold winter Thompson operating a stage line between Carson 
filled the mountain passes with snow, blocking . Valley and Strawberry Flat or Lake Valley, south of 
wagon traffic west with Sacramento City (see the De Lake Tahoe. 
Groot map at the beginning of this article.) The letter Why the two examples illustrated in this article 
from January 3, 1858 describes the snow in the are the only known of Snowshoe Thompson's 
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marking if he carried the mail for so many years 
remains a mystery. The inost probably answer is that 
he acted as an entrepeneur independent expressman 
for only a short time. Most of the time he seems to 
have acted in conjuction with the Carson ·valley 
postmaster, or under contract with other stage and 
express companies. 

A March, 1872 report to the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Post Offices and Post-Roads, 
submitted -in connection with a belated attempt to 
compensate Thompson, supports the independent 
contractor or subcontractor models. The Senate 
report, which is more fully reprinted in the July, 1957 
issue of Western Express, reads in part as follows: 

On the 1st of January, 1857, the postmaster at 
Carson Valley wrote to the Post-Office Department 
that the lowest sum for which that office could be 
supplied with the mail, monthly or semi-monthly. 
from Placerville, was $1,000, and that J.A. 
Thompson was willing to carry it for that amount; 
and recommended him as a proper man to perform 
the service. It appeared, however, from the 
evidence before the committee, that Thompson 
received but little, if anything, from this source, as 

April 1990 

the letters were depos~ted in the post office, and 
most persons to whom they were addressed 
demanded ai!d received them without payment of 
$1 per letter, which the postmaster tried to secure 
for the carrier !lS a compensation for his services. 

It further appears from the report that during a 
portion of 1857. Thompson carried the mail while the 
mail contract was awarded to J.B. Crandell, and that 
Crandell failed to pay Thompson. Moreover, in 1858 
Thompson was under contract with George 
Chorepenning for carriage of the overland mail 
between Genoa and Placerville. (See Townley, 
"Stalking Horse for the Pony Express," Western 
Express, Oct. 1983.) Accordingly, one can surmise 
that quite a number of letters in the Brown 
correspondence were carried by Thompson even 
though only one bears his express marking. 

But as can be seen in Figure 7, covers carried 
by Thompson typically bear no special markings. 
This cover is the first in the correspondence with the 
circular Carson Valley postmark and is the only 
stampless usage. This December 24, 1857 date 
appears to be the earliest known use of the marking. 

Figure 7. "CARSON VALLEY U.T. DEC 24" with ms "Paid I 0", carried by Snowshoe 
Thompson west to California. Letter "Washaw Valley Utah Ter. Dec 17157." 
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Washaw Valley Utah Ter. 
Dec 17/57 

Dear Parants 
It affords me great oppotunity when I take pen in hand to write you a few lines and 

it would afford me much more p1easeure I could here from you. I have not had but one from 
home and that was from Lydia bearing date Sept I get to letters for Joshu(a) today one 
wrote by Jane and the other of George Coggshall bearing dat(e) Oct 16 stating that they were 
all well. Joshua sertainly must have got home by this time if he has not had any bad luck he 
left here the 23 of sept and san francisco departure ... whare is Pardon dont he write at all I 
wrote to him long ago tell him to write tell him that Roam is all wright. I have an cow t~at 
cant stand and I tie him and watch by her at night to keep the wolves and chyotes from eanng 
her roam killing one of the latters last sunday I now have moved my cattle down to Trucky 
Valley to winter this valley is whare Joshua brought to claims 15 miles from any settlement 
it is lower downin the mountains and their does not but very (little) snow falls here there has 
been about four inches of snow fell but it soon went off and in this valley about 12 I think I 
will not haft to fead any hay here our cattle are doing fine better than cattle do at home fead 
orn hay and stabled beef is worth 15 cents by the side and flower is worth 12 dollars per 

. hundred I have ingaged 100 bushels of wheat and barley a 4 cents per lb to sow in the 
spring. I have seen one or to days as cold as ever I saw it at home for the time of year the 
wether now is warm and pleasant rather cold nights the mountains are completely closed 
fore the season the mail fetched across once in too weaks orn snowshoes ... tell uncle that I 
have not found that lump of gold for him yet ... your affectionate son in helth Peleg Brown 
P.O. direct your letters Carson Valley Utah Ter by the way San francisco. 

Dear sister 

The next letter lacks an envelope. It was sent by Peleg to his 
sister, Lydia. He mentions having an opportunity of having his 
letters carried 40 miles to the nearest post office. The letter mentions 
the Mormons not allowing any travel across Utah. · Thus all mail 
from this area was carried back to California west and then carried by 
mail steamer to Panama and thence to New York. A rumor of the 
Mormons killing government troops is repeated by Peleg, but this 
was just a rumor. 

Trucky Meadows Jan 3, 1858 

I now take this oppotunity to write a few lines not so much an oppotunity to write 
as it is to send my letters to the post office to which plaice it is about 40 miles I have moved 
my cattle to this plaice because there is not as much snow as they is at Wassau to which plaice 
is about 15 miles also the same distance from any settlement... lonely ... about letters... cant 
get any books nor papers to spend thes long winter eavning but however I will make the best 
of it praying that I may someday be spaired to meat you all in heaven if not om earth. this is 
the pleasantes plaice that I ever have seen (if there was onely some kind of society) the 
weather is sow pleasant the night air cold and the days is warm and pleasant it is very seldom 
that the wind blows I have not seen but 4 or 5 storms of any kind the snow is about 4 feete 
deepe orn the Syrrenevade my cattle are doing fine I dont haft to feede them hardley any 
Joshua has gorn home to come acrossed the plains next season I hope he will not come by 
land the mormans have declaired that they will not (let) any gentiles (as they call them) 
acrossed the plains any more if Uncle Same drive them from the Lake some of them will take 
the mountains and will endever to kill all the trains that they can master. I herd that the 
mormans have taken all the troops prisners and have burnt the wagerns If it is so it will cost 
govennent more thean the mexican ware.... Peleg Brown 
To my sister Miss Lydia B. Brown 
Savanh Geo 
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An unusual letter to his mother follows. This letter was in 
reply to a letter of November 7. 1857 which he had recently received. 
The letter describes an arrangement Peleg made with two young men 
to make butter from the.milk of the cows and split the profits. He 
mentions the mining going on in the area as being very slow due to a 
lack of water. The letter goes on to describe his living conditions is 
some detail. Replies are to be directed to Carson Valley. California, 
which was intended to direct the letters via California because of the 
interruption of overland mail passage due to the Mormon war. 

April 1990 

Trucky Meadows Jan 18 1858 
Dear Mother 

With the utmost pleasure I read your of the 7 of No you cant immagine how glad I 
was to here from you all ... Well you would like to know how I have got thing arianged well 
I have too young fellows with me that are a going to make butter ... that one that Joshua left 
with me has left he got tired and wanted to try some thing else the boys haft to find their own 
grub and half of the milk things thay have not maid but a little to eat as yet but wee expect the 
grass will soon start here is grass enough but it is dry and so the cows do not give much milk 
the old settlers say that wee will now have warm weather soon wee have now had abut 2 
month of dry cold weather the prettyest cold weather that I ever saw nights cold and frosty 
while the days warm and thawing in the sun... times are dull here that is money is scarse on 
acount of dry weather so that the miners cant make any thing mineing there is about too 
hundred men om this side the mountains nothing to do for the want of water to mine it with if 
I did not have any cattle here I wuld be leaving this country very sudden there air so many 
men out of imploy but I think that it will pay me to stop here a while if Joshua comes 
through and makes an good trip it is more than probiley I shall come home next fall and make 
an short stay but I am affraid that there will be to much risk om the account of the mormans 
difficultes which air now impending. 

Tell Pardon that I think he would not like to live out here I am now 15 mile from any 
settlement among the Indians and wild beasts of the field the other mourning wee got up and 
about the first thing wee saw was an large gray wolf in the carell with the cows and calves 
one of the boys shot him before he culd get away · it was most as large as that calf which 
Joshua .. .I wish you could have his skin.... Tell Pardon that I haft to go about 40 miles to 
mill I bought some wheat and took it to mill which took me six days from the time I left home 
until I get back again well you want to (know) what kind of an house I have to live in it is 
an stone house about 20 by 18 feete has too doors and too windows onely one room one story 
today wee layed the uper floor it stands om the west side of an mound orn which I can sea all 
over the valley my liveing consis beef pottpes beans syrrup coffe milk and butter with bread 
maid from flower some several differance way lite bread soda busikets shorts bread and 
flapjacks 

my clothes that I brought from home air most all worn out I have bought some here at very 
high price my bed consist of blankets and bead ticks fill with husk one of which the mormans 
left You want to know if I wont affraid the mormans would come back well I thaink that 
they will have enough to do attend to Uncle Sam callings Tell Pardon I think it would not be 
much use to buy any land because he would haft to live on it and improve it in order to hold it 
Joshua has bought more than I can hold in his name and mine too I have not bought any 
myself. 

Jan 22 I am well I do not know when I shall send this I am affraid that you cant read this 
my ink has been froze and I have now maid some more tell Pardon to be shure and write and 
write me all the news and who is his school teacher and what does he study also tell him I 
think he had better stay whare he is I do not know what he wants to be with me for there is 
hundred out here that would give all this world if they could get back to the staits .... personal 
.... from your ever affectionate sone Peleg Brown 
direct to Carson Valley Calfonia 
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Figure 8. "CARSON VALLEY U.T. FEB 25", 10 cent green entire uncancelled, "DUE 10". 
Letters "Trucky Valley. Feb. 15th and 16th, 1858." 

The next cover in the correspondence is shown in Figure 8. It 
is another Carson Valley U.T. circular marking, poorly struck, but 
dated February 25, on a ten cent green entire with an additional "DUE 
10" marking no doubt applied in San Francisco. It is likely that this 
double weight cover carried both of the next two letters, which were 
written to his parents and younger brother. 

The letter to his parents contains some very interesting 
remarks about the Monnons. It also describes one of Joshua's claims 
as being jumped, but Peleg with his cattle to protect felt he could not 
adequately defend the claim. The lawless state of the country is well 
described. 

The second letter mentions an intent to carry the letter to the 
post office on February 23. He had great expectations about his 
butter business. The mountain trails were expected to open within 
two months. 

Dear Parents 
Trucky Valley Feb 15th, 1858 

Yesterday I had the pleasure of getting some letters one from George and Maryan also 
one from Pardon one from Lydia as well as one from you both I am well and hope the few 
line will find you in good helth also hope that fatal disease which is now rageing orn the 
Island so fatal has ear this come to its end I was very sowry to here the deth of my young 
aquaintes .... I have not had but one letter from Joshua sinse he left home I am some what 
uneasy about him comeing acrossed the plains both himself and family also the stock will 
most asshurdley be run off if Uncle sam does not do any thing for the emigration. I 
sometimes think that the government suffer emigration to cross that he most assurdley protect 
them but Joshua has better chances to know about thes things beter than I do there was 
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about 4 weak ago some four or five mormans came from the Salt Lake one of them stoped 
here in the valley some expect that he is here as an spy but I think that he run away from the 
Lake his wife is here in the valley she did not go to the lake last fall I herd her say that she 
would not fool her time away to go with them The mormans all left here last fall that is all 
that belived strong enough in the faith there is several half mormans here in the valleys it 
was reported that there was several mormans comeing back here to live inthe spring but is in 
my opinion that it is all goss 

I have an idea that the mormans will indever to do all the dammage to the troop that is 
now station at Fourt Bridger earley the spring before government can get troops to the Lake 
and birn there cities and then flea to some of the English dominions but it is hard to tell what 
they will do the onely dainger that I fear from them is that Brygam Young will send his 
destroying angels (as he call them) to run of cattle but if they do they will be pretty apt to be 
over take before thay can get many hundred miles the Indians that are here are very friendly 
they come around my house evry day I sometimes get some dear meat from them I have 
one liveing with me he does any thing that I tell him to do In about 3 or 4 weaks the Indians 
will begin to cetch fish in the river of this valley they are what is called salmon trout as good 
fish as I ever eat I then will have as many fish as I can eat which will not cost but very lytle. 

My cattle are doing fine I lost too calves last weak wee have 19 young calves in all I do 
not make but ly_tle butter as yet Abraham has left me he got tired of the business and has 
gom to rnineing I have to young men with me they are to make butter at halves Butter is 
worth 50 cents per lb I have bought about 70 bushel of wheat and Barle to soe I am now 
haveing an plow maid by an blacksmith we cant get any casted plows this side of the 
mountains and the snow is so deep that animals cant cross I expect to pay fifty dollars for it. 

The wether thus far this winter has been very pleasant the nights being cool and the 
days being mild and pleasant we have had too snow storms the snow fell about 2 1/2 inches 
deep not lasting but one or too days but nothing to hender cattle from geting plenty to eat the 
grass is all dry green grass just begins to grow .... I would like to have some tomatoes sead 
send by the next mail.. .. one of Joshua ranches has been jumped the one that is up to wassaw 
valley I cant get him off without fighting fort if I set out I can drive him off but wee have 
cattle and he might take revenge out of them the ranch cost Joshua $50 there is now law 
here and most of the people that are here in these valleys are people that dont care for 
themselves nor any one else I have tried to get the .people together and make some law but 
with now use more than likely they will come to tirms in the course of the spring especley if 
wee have the contesed teritory orgonized .... from your affetionate son in love and prosperity 

P 0 if you do not get letters regular you must wait 
the mail is so irregular over the mountains 
direct to Carson Valley Cale 

Dear brother Pardon 

Peleg Brown 

Trucky Valley Feb 16th 1858 

With the utmost pleasure I reed yrs of the 6 and 13 of Dec I also had 
one from Lydia George as well as one from father and mother .... about Pardon in school... I 
think you have been smarter than you was when I was at home by the produce you have 
raised And you rode Phillis to the fare and got the first premium if I had her out here she 
would be worth $300 I have an horse when she gets fat will be worth $250 she cost me 
$80 in St Louis 

Feb 22nd ... To day it has been very windey something uncommon for this valley wee have 
had but too snow storms and too rainstorms never have I seen an winter that they has been so 
much pleasant wether the grass has just begun to start my cattle are getting fat I have eleven 
young calves and Joshua about the same I had one to die the other eavning after he was fed 
he commensed bloating in a few minets he died I do not let the cows suckle there calves at 
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all milk and let them drink it after they are an week or ten days old I have the milk skimed 
and then give it to them also give them plenty of good clover hay which is better than I ever 
saw at home .... I have bought some 70 bushels of wheat and barley to sow which I shall have 
put in just as soon as I can get an plough likely commenses sometime the first of next month. 

You wanted to know how many men I have with me well they is too who have took 
the cows to milk om shares also they take my grain om shares I have nothing to do with it I 
am now building an house in front of the one which I now live in which wee will live in (12 
by 28) and have the stone house to set milk in wee have now about 50 lbs of butter om 

·hand. I expect to get 75 cents per lb this the first the boys have maid excepting what wee 
have eat Tomorrow I shell go up the valley to take this letter and buy if I can find an bull 
which suits me also hoping to get some news from Joshua as well as froome home. I have 
not herd from him sinse he left the Island from what I can learn the mormans intend to keep 
the troops from Salt lake city as long as they can and then fire the place and flea to the 
mountains likewise plunder and kill all small partyes which they can fall uporn both of troops 
and emigrants which are comeing to this country I think sometimes that Uncle Sam will stop 
the trains if he suffers them to venture he is bound to protect them 

I wish I had some of the books which I left at home to read some of these long 
eavnings I cant get hardley anything to read one in an great while get an Calfonia paper but it 

. wont be so but about too month longer by that time the mountains will be open or the snow 
will be pact so that animals can cross there has not been half so much snow om the Syrre
nevada as there were last winter .... I dont ride any more than I am oblige to I haft to ride 
around my cattle evry day I do not drive them up at night as I used to I think that they do 
better roam he has nothing to but to watch the horses at night he sleeps in the hay beside 
them I told Roam that you had another dog to take his p_lais~ he did not seem to care any 
thing about it... well you have done killing hogs if father had one of these hot springs which 
is out here you would not have the trouble to heat the watter they are as hot as I ever saw any 
boiling water ther are upwards of 50 of them in about 4 miles of my house. If I had one of 
the orn the island I would not take ten thousand dollars (for) it.. .. from your affetonate 
brother Peleg Brown · 

Figure 9. "CARSON VALLEY V.T. MAR 28" tying 10 cent green, Type II. Marked "Reed 
Apri/28." · 
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The next three covers in the correspondence are identical 
usages on March 28 of the Carson Valley U.T. circular postmark 
(Figures 9, 10 and 11). Each of the covers is addressed to Pardon 
Brown, and none show notations of the dates of the enclosed letters. 
However, the letter of March 27, 1858 contained a note which is 
practically identical to a similar notation on the cover in Figure 11 so 
that letter probably belonged in the stamped envelope rather than in 
one of the other two envelopes. 

The letter of March 16 contains a very interesting description 
of exchange with the local Indians. It also describes their dwellings. 

April 1990 

Trucky Valley March 16, 1858 
My dear brother Pardon 

.... To day I have commensed to plough last weak I ploughed some to 
make an dich fence and found in someplaces that the frost was some 4 or 5 inches deepe I am 
fenceing in an lot for an calf pasture from what I can learn wee have had most as much cold 
wether as you have had at home. It takes me most of my time to herd the cattle the grass is 
very short in the valley while orn the side of the mountain it is good I have not killed any 
bears there is none very nere here go out in the mountains some 25 or 30 miles and can find 
plenty of sines You seem to think that is coast g~ deel to feede my dogs to be shure it cost 
something but it did not begin to cost to feedl them as it has to feed the Indians which come 
around my house all that come I generley give them something to ceepe them friendley It has 
been prety tite times with some of them to live but the worst of it is over they have 
commensed catching fish in the river (the name of the river trucky about four miles from my 
house) the fish weigh from one to ten pounds they have now scails the meet of an redish 
yellow they are as good fish as I most ever have eatten (they are called salmond trout) most 
evry day some Indian bring me some I traid them flower powder capse and lead. There is an 
camp about 1 mile frome here some to or three house (or wigwams) one day last weak the 
men went orn an hunt in the mountains they killed some 6 deas stoped here orn there way 
home I traided for about half one how I wish I could send some of it home and hav i git 
there just as good as now I expect you would like to know what there houses are built of 
they first cut some small willows and set them in the ground all round excepting om one side 
whare they have to go in and then tie the topes together and pull dry grass and small willows 
weave in with thoes that are stuck in the ground when this is done this house is complete 
build an fire in the middle ... 
To Pardon Brown Jun 

Middletown R.I. 
direct to 

Carson Valley Cal 
Peleg Brown 
Trucky Valley Utah 

The le.tter of Mar~h 27, 1858 describes a meeting to organize 
the cou!ltrY mto a .temtory. A need to have laws particularly 
concernmg land clrums was felt to be urgent. It also mentions the 
irregularity ~f the mails which left Carson Valley once every two 
weeks; th1s IS another reference to the periodicity of Snowshoe 
Thompson's express to California. 
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Figure 10. "CARSON VALLEY U.T. MAR 28" tying 10 cent green, Type II. 

Figure 11. "CARSON VALLEY U.T. MAR 28" tying 10 cent green entire (Ul6). This is the 
third cover bearing the same postmark date, which indicates that all three letters 
were carried to the post office at the same time. Letter "Wassaw Valley March 27, 
1858." 
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Dear Father 
Wassaw Valley March 27 1858 

To day I had the pleasure of getting an letter from you was glad to here from 
you all I am well and hope that these few lines may find you all blessed with the same 
injoyment... I was glad to here from Johsua it being the first news from him sinse he left home 
he must have had pretty good luck in buying cattle and geting them to Mo. I have been 
considerable uneasy about him comeing acrossed from what I can learn there will be an large 
emigration this comeing seasson which from all acounts it will be more as saif as it was last 
summer the people of these·valleys called an meeting last saturday and divided the valleys off 
into sevn wards and appointed one man from each ward to draw up some resolutions 
consirning land claims also to make laws to protect life and propity of this commitee I am one. 
There is getting to bee great excitement the other side of the mountains consiming these 
valleys, large talk of companies of claiming the timber om the side of the mountain if that is 
done it will be very expensive in getting fier wood and fenceing stuff. the idea is here among 
the old settlers is to let the timber be free for every one and then they will all have an share not 
one half of the ranches is convenient to timber also for an real settler to hold 320 and all the 
land that is claimed with reasonable improvement for the claimer to hold it... from your ever 
affectionate son Peleg Brown 
P.O. I am very· soury you dont get my letters I write to some of you evry time the maill 
leaves here for Califonia and that is once in too weaks. 
Note: received this letter Apri128, 1858 wrote May 2 1858 sent Joshua a copy of this June 
3rd. 

The next cover is certainly the greatest usage 
of the correspondence. In addition to the Carson 
Valley U.T. postmark of April 26, 1858, it bears a 
black oval "THOMPSON'S EXPRESS. CARSON 
VALLEY" (Figure 12). This is the only known 
example of this express company marking in black. 
There is, however, another known example in red 
which is shown in Figure 13. 

The letter sold with this Brown 
Correspondence cover was the March 27, 1858 letter 
from Wassau Valley. However, there is a notation 
within this letter of a receipt date of April 28. The 
express marking cover is receipted June 1. Thus it 
seems likely that the wrong letter was sold with the 
cover. There are three short letters all dated Apri116, 
1858. The most likely candidate for the matching 
letter is the one to Peleg's parents. It is possible that 
the short letters to Pardon Brown, Jr. and Lydia were 
enclosed in the same envelope as the one to their 
parents also dated April 16. This latter letter to 
Pardon Brown, Jr. contains some very interesting 
information about the Indians. 

The Washoe Indians inhabited the area around 
Carson Valley in the 1850s. They were mostly 

friendly to the whites and did not cause problems by 
constantly raiding stock or killing emigrants, except 
for minor incidents. These included some horse theft, 
cattle rustling (almost always for food), and other 
types of petty larceny. The experiences of Peleg 
Brown seem to be less sensational and probably were 
the l;IlOre commonplace; but then only the sensational 
makes news. Peleg Brown found the Indians to be 
helpful and friendly at least on an individual basis, 
although he does report second hand some details of 
Indian raids. In the early years before 1860, the 
settlers seemed to be at peace with the local tribe. The 
generally amicable Indian relations described in these 
letters may be attributed, in part, to a treaty reached 
with the Washoes of Carson Valley in 1857. By 
1858 the Indians were receiving subsistence supplies 
from Colonel Dodge, the Indian agent. 

However, in 1860, other letters from the 
Brown Correspondence report the local hysteria over 
what was to be known as the Pyramid Indian War, 
when the local militia under Major Ormsby was 
defeated by the Paiute Chief Numunga (or 
Winnemucca). A more detailed account of that 
conflict will accompany that portion of the article. 
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Figure 12. 

THOMPSON'S EXPRESS COVER 

"CARSON VALLEY U.T. APR 26" on 10 cent gr.een entire (Ul6), also bearing 
black oval "THOMPSON'S EXPRESS. CARSON VALLEY", the only known 
copy in black. Marked "Reed this letter June 1st." Letter "Wassaw Valley April 
161858." 

Trucky Valley Utah Ter April16, 1858 
Dear brother 

Not haveing any letter to answer from you I thought to let you know that I was 
in the land of liveing if not civelizetion .... looking for letters .... personal Peleg Brown 

Trucky Valley April16, 1858 
Dear Lydia 

.. .1 got a letter from Father the same time that I got yours .... letter from Joshua that he 
was at Mo I shall direct this letter to Middletown to which plaice you will probiley bea from 
what you wrote in your last ... would like to be at home ... It is now most 7 month sins Joshua 
left here and I get so lonesome at times I am somewhat uneasy about him comeing acrossed 
the plains this summer I cannot learn what the mormans intend to do if they still resist there 
will now doubt be an great deal of dainger om the plains if such is the caise emigration wont 
have much chance unless protected by uncle Sams men the Indians brings in news that there 
some whites out to graviley ford (om humboldt river) who are fourtifying themselves which are 
supposed to be mormans for the purpas to stop troops from this way to the Lake The last 
news that I herd from Salt Lake was that Brygham had called all of his chirch members home 
from calfonia and other plaices you wrote in one of yours to know if I want afraid that the 
mormans would come here I think there is now danger whatever I did not get any letters the 
last maile I think they were detained sinse Christmass I have recived some letters evry male 
(that is once in to weaks) and have writen as often when you think wee are haveing early 
vegetation you are very much mistaken ... when you think that Rome is a good deell of 
company he is getting as fat as an pig om mule ... person.al 

· from your affectionate Brother 
P. Brown 
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Trucky Valley April16, 1858 to Parents 
Dear Parants 

.. .I was quite dispointed in no~ getting an letter the last male it is now about time that 
the maile to come .hopeing that it will bring me some news I think it strange that Joshua dont 
write me at all It is now about time for him to start his train from the staits if. he come at at all 
that is the question which rises in my mind he of course nows what the prospect is better than I 
doo I received an letter from you Father dait F 19 it reached me the first of this month... I 
wrote to you that I was pointed delegate from this valley to make laws when I wrote I was om 
the way to Carson to which place the meeting was held they passed laws that an man could 
hold but one claim and an man with familey 640 without 320 acers of land and some other 
resolutions too numerous to mention the boys that make my butter had an man and his wife 
hired to make butter they got afraid the other day of the indians and left The Indians that are 
here are very friendly It seems that this tribe is split in too parts the ones that inhabit about 
Honey Lake (which is about 100 miles from here) have killed some cattle and the whites have 
killed some one or too of them and that has created an excitement among the whole tribe when 
the Indians that stop about here first herd of it they came directley and told me all about it and 
wanted me to tell the white men of this valley that they wont mad and also to me too loock after 
my cattle all the time that they were afraid that the honey Lake indians would kille stock and lay 
it to them I hav·e maid me an pair of Buckskin pants to ware it took me too days the indians 
keep me in deer mete all the time how I wish you had some of it it so nice my cattle are all 
doing fine most of them are fat enought for beef wee have had too snow storms this month 
as much snow as was last winter the mowntains will soon bea open that will be so that teams 
can cross to Calfonia thare has been some one too packrans crossed orn the snow money is 
very cirse here the winter has been so dry this side of the mountains that the miners have not 
maid anything · direct to Carson Valley Cal 

. \ ·' · f ·<f:fi:'{ 
•=a w a.r ••·• ... o\t .o.wcaa .. a'*ice 

Figure 13. "CARSON VALLEY U.T. OCT 9" on 3 cent "Wells, Fargo & Co. " cover, with 
"THOMPSON'S EXPRESS. CARSON VALLEY" , in red. Addressed to 
Auburn, Cala. Courtesy of Irwin R. Vogel 
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The next letter is dated April 28. Peleg describes mailing 
letters by every mail but one. Since the mail was every other week, it 
seem likely that there are some missing covers from the cor
respondence. It is described that the mail was carried by express. 
Since this letter describes how the stage has not been able to run, it 
proves that the mail was carried by some other means, perhaps by 
Thompson on foot. Proqably all of the covers carried during the 
winter months were carried by Thompson, even though only one 
bears his handstamp. 

The Mormon threat was still considered a very real one and 
Peleg had worries for Joshua's well-being. The letter also contains 
information about establishing Nevada (unnamed as such) as a 
separate territory. The letter was continued at Carson Valley on May 
2, where the mail was expected to leave in several days. The cover is 
shown in Figure 14. This is another Carson Valley U.T. usage with 
a May 6 date. From the notation on the cover it took five weeks for 
the letter to reach Rhode Island. 

I 

I . 
, , 

April 1990 

Figure 14. "CARSON VALLEY U.T. MAY 6" on 10 cent green entire (U16). Marked 
"Reed. this letter 14 June." Letter "Trucky Valley Utah Ter Apri/28 1858." 

Trucky Valley Utah Ter April28, 1858 
Dear Parents 

.. .1 was very sorry to here that you have not got but 3 letters from me sins I stoped 
it is not because I have not written I have rote to some of you evry male but one sinse I stoped 
most of the time some too or more letter at a time I cant sea whare they have gorn to they go 
from here quite regularly by express The snow soon will be of(f) the mountains so that the 
stage can run there has been several packtrains crossed this spring (om top of the snow) there 
were a man froze to deth in crossing his name I have not learned .... my cattle are all going 
fine .... I do not think there will bea any danger of the Indians and mormans in this vecinity 
You wrote that Joshua thought there would not be any danger in crossing this seasson, that is 
desideley different from the idea that I have of the staits of affares in Utah The mormans no 
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dout will fight so long as Brygham Young has the command of them when he is taken and not 
untill then will they surrender It is very well known that the morrnans have great many Indian 
allies at there command if they do not make good soldiers they will be imployed in doing all the 
dammage that they can done to the troopes and sirplies trains that may be sent to the army that 
is for emigration I. think that they wi11 stand poor show providing that there was no trouble 
Uncle Sams animals would eat all the grass om the road It is my opinion that government 
wont send troopes enough to take the morrnans at the start and then there will haft to be 
volenteers called for to protect the remains of the first combat and it will be so late that it will 
take another year to whip them That is for selling our cattle I had great deel rather that Joshua 
would be here you wrote that you thought if he culd not cross that he would stop to some of 
the fourts and winter his cattle and if the boys could mind them he may come through I would 
like for him to come some way if could not make convenient if there is no emigration cattle will 
be cattle this fall and winter our cattle will not be fit to sell untill fall than they will pay great 
money ceeping them till that time if not longer caus have all ready commensed riseing the other 
side of the mountains selling four $60 to 100 dollars .... There is some probibility of getting this 
part of the teritory set off from Utah as an seperate one some of the peeple of this valley have 
had an letter from our deligate who went to Washington he writes that it has passed the house 
in favor of it .. .if there bea an teritory organize it will mak property not worth any less ... 
personal... Peleg Brown 
Mey2 . . 

To day I am at carson valley whare I shell mail this letter it will be seval days before the 
mail will leave the male from Calfonia is dew probiley will bring the Atlantic news when it 
come there is great excitement consirning mening om workers river most all the ~eople of 
this valleys have gorn but I think it all humbug it onely to get people from the other side of the 
mountains so to make times better among the mecheans 
so good bye for the present Peleg Brown 
Reed this June 14th and wrote to Peleg 17 

Dear Lydia 

A_ le.tter to ~ydia written from Truckee Valley on April29 described 
hts 1mpress10ns of the western country and his plans until Joshua 
returned. In the second part of the letter he mentions going to Carson 
Valley tomorrow to mail"these letters." 

Trucky Valley Utah Ter April29, 58 

. ·:.I am getting letters quite regular from home ... I hardly know what to write I have 
bee~ wntmg S<? often I can sea for the life of me whare the letters goes to which I have written 
I wnte evry twice an m~mth from one to five letters each time ... since my departure from home 
I have seen gre~t port~on of th~ western country especily the extreme part of the western 
cou.ntry. There IS portions of this country which I like very much if there were some kind of 
soc_Ity and I want a~ay from all of my friends if not there would no part of the eastern staits 
V.:hich would contam me I d? not re~et ~y jouf!ley to this place you cant imagine what 
diffe.rent changes one meat with especily m crossmg the plains .. .like to go down south in 
Mexico and buy an band of horse and take them the southern rout through Texas They can bea 
bough~ from 10 to 15 dollars per head what is called the mustangs worth from $75 to $150 in 
the struts 

You would like to know what I intend to do untill I com home well I Shell tend to my 
cattle u~till I sell them if Joshua does not come through and whenever I sell I shell start for 
home It hard to tell when that will bea it ever has been my intentions when Joshua come 
throug~ next fal! to leav.e ~11 the stock with him and come home and spend the winter and then 
r.etu~ m the s~nng but.lt IS hard to tell now wee dont now how the morrnans defaculties will 
terrnmate yet If there IS not some treaty with them. there cant bea any consideration any 

Page 47 

-------



Western Express April 1990 

emigretion from the staits here. I(t) there is no emigration stock will advanse in price and then 
I may sell not withstanding that the best thing that I can do is to cepe my cattle here a few years 
if I can content myself .. 

Aprill 30 to day I have been showing some men the valley they think of settling in course of 
summer there is but one other inhabitant of the valley beside myself I shell go to carson to 
morrow to which plaice will mail these letters ... from your affectionate brother in helth 

Peleg Brown 

There are no further covers preserved from Peleg's letters 
until December, 1858. He had been left by his elder brother with 
property, largely animals, belonging to both himself and Joshua. No 
news was received from Joshua, who was supposed to have 
purchased more cattle and intended to drive them across the country, 
in addition to bringing his family out too. Thus Peleg was worried 
sick that something had happened to Joshua. The money which had 
been used to purchase the cattle was partly Joshua~s. but Peleg 
seemed to have borrowed his share from their father. Because of the 
weather conditions the overland emigration had to move in the spring. 
The July 28, 1858 letter mentions that the Mormon difficulties had 
been settled. Twenty wagons which had wintered at Salt Lake City 
had reached Carson Valley. And the mail was reinstituted overland 
from Carson Valley. Peleg describes buying his own ranch near their 
former homestead. He also describes the establishment of the 
Territory of Nevada. 

Trucky Valley Utah Ter April30 I 58 
Dear Pardon 

... Wee have about 40 calves I am haveing 35 cows milked making some 20 lbs 
(butter) per day old rome get allong fine he has all the milk he can drink I dont think he has 
grown very much he is very watchfull at night You think that you would like to be with me I 
thmk you would wish you was at home after you had been here an few days you would not 
like to sea so many Indians I dont know but I shell turn indian from the ballance of the tim 
they are nerely all of the company I have I have had some twenty acers of wheat and will soe 
about the same of barley ... from your ever loveing brother Peleg Brown 

Truckee Valley Utah July 12 I 58 
My Dear Mother 

.. .1 have not herd from Joshua sinse Father wrote I expect to here from him 
soon it is now time for the head of emigration to get allong. there were horses and coaches 
started out orn the road to bea plaised long in station for the perpos of runing the mail acrossed 
the plains after t get started there will bea stage leave Carson for the staits evry weak ask 
Pardon if he wants mea to bring Roam horne If I should come home this fall if I come buy the 
stage it will cost a great deel. .. dog so fat... warm weather... personal... from your ever 
affectionte son Peleg Brown 
Reed this letter 14th Aug 
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Trucky Valley Utah July 28 I 58 
Dear Father and Mother 

Yours of 17 and 18 June came to hand in dew course of mail... Also had 
letter from George Lucy and Joshua. The letter was written in march Moniter Co. Mo just 
before he start he wrote that he thought to leav buy the 10 of Aug but I do not look for him 
before the middle or the last. The mormans diffculties ar settled. There is some 20 waggoms in 
these valleys which come from the Lake this season some of them will stop and the ballance 
have left for Calfonia. The letter from Joshua came acrossed the plains the mail now leaves 
Carson once evry too weeks for the staits via Salt Lake going through from here too St. Joe Mo 
in 30 days If Joshua did not stop long at Fort Ryley he will soon bea long the mormans tell 
mea that there will bea large emigration from the Lake this fall. There were five man came in 
about an weak ago from the staits said that they had no trouble om the road that the plains were 
likely covered with troops. The stage is dew from the Lake next saturday and then I think I 
will get some direct news from him... I have bought a ranch sinse I wrote to you. it is in 
steamboat valley 3 miles north whare I now live I gave $650 in traid (12 heifhers) the 
improvement coast nerely that it is an mile square 640 acers there is splendid grass nerely one 
half of which is closed our cattle have range here nerely all summer I had rather have it than 
any ranch this side of the mountain. Our cattle are all doing well stock has been om the decline 
the past month om account of the excitement of the gold diggins om Frazers river which is up 
north of Oregon . . But the last reports say it is an perfect humbug about one half of the people of 
calfomia have left for that place and now are comeing back broke. Cropes are very good in Cal 
but very dry there at this time. It has been very dry here the grass is now dryer that it was last 
September but think there will bea now trouble in wintering. I am haveing about fifty tons of 
hay cut, that is five times as much as I fed last wiriter grain here is very light I dont sea much 

· prospect of selling this comeing fall all the moeny has been taken to Fraziers river. Steemboats 
boats and pteculaters will get the most of it.. .. Lucy at Savannah ... 
July 29 ... wee will not have a Territory this seshion of Congress wee now expect to bea 
orgonized into an country of ourselves in Utah the name of our Territory was to bea Nevada. 
There has been several droves of cattle drove from Calfonia here to graise it beaing so dry 
there ... personal news ... your affectionate son Peleg Brown 

The next letter was written at Carson Valley mentions that he 
had learned that Joshua with both cattle and sheep were out on the 
road. The starting place for the drove was Fort Riley, Kansas. A 
weekly overland mail to the states is described. 

Carson Valley Sept 11, 1858 
Dear Parents 

.... no letters ... I have just come in from humbolt to which plaice I was about 2 
weak I could not here anything from Joshua ... there have been but few people that have 
come frome the stairs this year with stock among the whole, with the exception of one knows 
anything bout him. This was a man by the name of Brown came from Ky stoped here and 
told Ombey that Joshua was out om the road and wanted me to come and meat him and so I 
went out about 100 miles but could not find any thing of him. This man said that he was well 
acquanted with Joshua and also told that he 200 head of cattle and some sheepe so he must 
have seen him somewhare om the road It may bea that he did not start from Riley tilllait and 
he did get this side of salt Lake when the last mail come in I begin to think that he did not 
leave fourt Riley but if not I think that I should have hird from him the mail before the last 
was distroied by the Indians the mail leaves here evry week for the staits I am going to start 
to Truckee to day ... from your affectionat son Peleg Brown 

Dear father 
Carson Valley Oct 10 1858 

I think that I shell (sell) out all this fall I sold 4 head yesterday for 258 I shell go to 
calfonia (start in the mourning) if I can get ten thousand dollars for the whole I shall sell 
Joshua has not written to mea as yet or they have not got here ... I would lik to make a drive 
from salt Lake next spring unless you want the money... Peleg Brown 
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The next letter of October 22 describes in detail the problems 
that Peleg had in. managing the claims and the animals by himself. 
This letter is written to his brother, Joshua, and is intended to inform 
Joshua about the financial dealings that happened during Joshua's 
absence. 

April 1990 

Steemboat Valley Oct 22 I 58 
Dear brother and familey · 

... personal... the cattle that come through this year alllooke fine here is 
some six hundred in this valley that come through this year and about the middle of July last 
there were some three hundred head of spannish cows with their calves and about one hundred 
of americans cattle all at the same time so you can sea that the valley is getting pretty well 
stocked there is so much cattle that our cattle wont stay together at all I do nothing else but ride 
all the time. 

I have had poor luck sinse you were here and now I will indeaver to give you full details 
of the whole preseedeing up to the preasant time as you have not got my letters. Well after you 
.went home I cepte the cattle in Wasshau valley untill about the middle of this month and then 
moved down to the stone house there was one of yours died before this and I sold the Potter 
heifer for potatoes and clothing ere this Abraham took in too young men as pardners in the 
dary business and I bought grain for them to sowe to the amount of$150 to be payed the first of 
June callacting to make it off the cows so that I would bea nothing out compareitively speaking 
about the first of deasember I sold one of mine for provissions and black smithing then run orn 
untill about the middle of February when one of your rone dirnims died and about (before this I 
killed that stray brindle steer of min for beef) time Abe he backed the track and said that Wee had 
decieved him how that there would not bea nere as many cow to milke as wee represented to 
him that he was going to put out and wanted that money that he let you had and so I let him that 
cow wee use to call Buchannon cow for the same $40 and then the boy cept om the as they was 
before about this time I traided buntee the saintlouis ox for a bull as our cows did not appear to 
stand the ballance of them had run so much that they were no account as there were nothing that 
would bea fit to work with him about the first of March that ranche of yours has jumped and I 
sea that it was going to bea impossable for mea to hold it and I had to get an plough and so I 
traided the ranch for a plough that was the best that I could do I thought better than nothing but 
as it has turned it was no better · 

Well the boys sowed the wheat and barley over whare that hay was stacked (that is just 
above) they had to irregate and about the time or just before the grain blossom the water failed 
and so the grain did not fill I maid a perfect failure and so I lost the whole of the and outfit of 
the sowing of it the time om it I did not loose they had it orn shiers so I had to go sell some of 
my cows to make payment I sold 4 for too hundred dollars There did not but about fourty of 
our cows calve last spring there were 3 that I never did sea at all and there wer twoo that died 
after they were some three weaks old and the wolves .cought too that I know of the boys 
commensed making butter as soon as possable they did not let the calve suck at all some of 
them done as well as any one could expect and some did not do any how they took good deal 
pains with them but they did not come.out as I wanted them to They were to milk as meny or 
as few as they were or mineto when they had about 35 up I told them if they would not take up 
any more I would give them twoo thirds and they did so you had five direams calves last spring 
one of the finest of them a bull come cripple and alwais was so untill about a month ago I killed 
him. You recolect whare that first streem of water was that wee come to after wee left the stone 
house well there was a ranche take up and some improvement maid om it and a crop put in om 
it this ranch I got stuck after (it like any other fool) and bought it I gave twelve heifers for the 
crop was a failure or nearley so and now I have an wecked ranch or nearly so which cost me 
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about six hunreads dollars I am some what sick of it although it is the best ranch in the whole 
valleys for stock I am going to sell it the first charnse that I can get and same myself if you 
think you shell settle here in the valley .this will bea much the best ranch to imrpove om and will 
sell the other if you say so as I think I shell leave as son as you get through and wee get 
straighten up I traidded an heifer for an old spanish horse and he turned out to bea not much 
value and I traidded the horse for some hogs and sold them for $25 

In the summer I swoped brisk and jolley my lead steers for an lite waggorn and harness and I 
sold them the other day for one hundread dollars. After I came in from humbolt (I were out to 
meat you some 10 days) I had an general row with the boys they wanted to cheat me out of all 
the butter and I told them that they could not milke any more and they come om me for 
darnrnages and improvements om the ranch and for helping me hird stock last winter which they 
said that wee or I agreed to do how that they wanted three hundread dollars and that they would 
have or thare some of the stock I hung off as long as possible and I found that the best thing 
that I could do was to settle it and so I turned them out the gray mare of min and Charley that 
steer of yours you may think this hard but it was the best that I could and now I have the cow 
milked all I get is my board there is but eight or ten that gives milk excepting them that suckeles 
calves there will bea great many calves this winter. I keepe the young calves up wee have 12 
young calves not over month old I offired all the stock and both ranches for ten thousand 
dollars I got sick and disciraged with the country sins those spanish stock carne in our fine 
cattle are runing about with evry body aleses cattle and I cant help it. My fine bull is about the 
same as worthless he is now account at all to run with the cows we have too nice bull calve that 
bull of yours that wee called jackson died this fall I comeing very nere selling all last month 

, the man that was about to buy has gorn to calfonia all that was between us the price an some 
horses I was to take about 4 thousand in money and a lot of beef about 4 more and the ballance 
in horses all that I wanted him to make me good om the horses the beef was just the same as 
money finerley he backed off some two days afterwards thar come some milke men to buy 
cows and I had none with young calves so I sold them four of yours for $255 so I thought I 
would go to calfornia and spend a few days so I went down to the valley and tried to find some 
buyers but money seemed to bea the tight part of it there were enought wanted to buy so I 
bought two horses and comehome concluded that there were no possable chamse for me to sell 
this fall you mare will not have colt untill spring I .wrode my old mare out hurnbolt and she 
took the swelled neck and came very nere dying I still keep strict account all the money payed 
out and all that I recieve for what and what for I had about 40 tons of hay cut and stack the 
cattle got to it and distroyed part of it it cost 5 dollars per ton that was payed out of the butter 
and that is about all that I have realzsed with the exception of my board You reckerlect whare 
wea were camped when you left well that has been sirvayed off an plotted for a city several 
buildins have been built and a brick yard established cow are worth from $50 to $70 dollars and 
oxen from $100 to $150 per yok wee have quite a fall of snow ... this mourning but it is off of 
the valley the stock does not appear to mind it. there is very heavy snow om the mountains a 
contract has been let to ceepe the road open across the mountain so good night for the preasant. 
I am affraid you will get tired orf reading when you get this fir Nov 26 to day has been 
storm there has been some two inches of snow but it soon melted you have 95 fine head of 
grown cattle and about 40 calves and I have 49 cattle and some 16 calves I am in hopes that I 
shell have better luck this comeing year. hoping you may get this Peleg Brown 
NOTE: Reed this March 12th 1859. 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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WELLS FARGO IN HA WAH: the Second Period to Conclusion 
by Randall E. Burt 

The Kingdom of Hawaii Frank 

On page 297 of the Wells, Fargo & Co. 
General Cash books, under "Franks" and dated 
January 1884, is the charge "E.P. Gibbons, eng. 1 
Hawaiian Frank $10". San Francisco wood block 
engravers Eleanor P. Gibbons & Co. probably 
engraved the Wells Fargo frank. They were listed by 
Langley in his April 1884 San Francisco City 
Directory as "designers and engravers on wood, 219 
Bush". 

Popular Honolulu artist Jules Tavernier's 
work, which often depicted the Kilauea volcano in 
blazing colors, quickly gained popularity in the 
1880s. His work toured the United States in 1885, 
appearing first in San Francisco for a week, then went 
on to the New Orleans Exposition and was later 
shown in New York. His work probably inspired the 
composite Kingdom of Hawaii wood block used by 
Agent Ashley from October 1883 and by his 
successors to August 1889. 

Rigorous proof remains to be found for the 
origin of the Wells Fargo pictorial frank that depicts a 
steamer under sail passing a smoking volcano. Its 
use from 1883 to 1889 and occasionally thereafter is 
known on many varieties of stationery. These include 
plain envelopes, sizes 4 1/2 and 7, on which were 
added current postal issues of Hawaii, three or more 
sizes of United States Government Nesbitt embossed 
5 and 10 cent stamps on watermarked USPOD 82 
envelopes in several shades, sizes 4 1/2, 6, 7 and 10. 
Several of these are also known on unwatermarked 
paper. Those are in addition to Hawaii's 5 and 10 
cent government envelopes, sizes 4 1/2, size 7, and 
the only known black frank on the 5 cent blue, size 6. 

Adopted in 1883 by the San Francisco office 
for the islands' stationery, the brown frank was added 
to the five cent Hawaiian envelopes in mid-1884, 
followed in October 1885 for the ten cent black 
Hawaiian government envelopes, size 7. The ten cent 
black size 6 Hawaiian government stamped envelopes 
reported by Sherman Lee Pompey remain to be seen 
bv this writer. 

In the Wiltsee Collection are two dated, plain 
size 4 1/2 envelopes which have this brown frank 
printed at top center. A five cent blue Hawaiian 
postage stamp at upper right is tied by a large red 'A' 
on the cover, addressed to Louis Grecroire & Co., 
San Francisco. It has an oval OCT 22 1883 Wells, 
Fargo & Co. backstamp. The other 5 c blue stamp is 
tied by a MAY 1 1884 stra~ghtline date with a faint 

Wells Fargo MAY 8 1884 San Francisco oval 
handstamp over their frank. 

Placement of the unique black frank on the Sc 
blue with its broken 'G' variety can be placed near the 
middle stage of wood block or plate wear. It may be 
one of only two or three surviving examples of that 
color made in a short press run. How this black frank 
was added to a 5c blue government envelope over 
four months before the shipment was received in 
Honolulu remains to be explained. It suggests that at 
least two groups of Hawaiian government envelopes 
were sold to Wells Fargo ·agents for adding their frank 
in San Francisco. Correct placement of the black 
frank in the printing order with the entire series is 
easily determined by noting the degree of progress 
made in the printing flaws. 

A separate press run was required for each 
size of envelope, with adjustment of the press made to 
place the frank in three different positions on the 
various types of envelopes. It is reasonable to 
estimate that at least six or more press runs were made 
over the years as more envelopes were needed in San 
Francisco and Honolulu. Such heavy use of the 
wood block or plate created three or more flawed 
varieties - the well known broken 'G', the missing 
outer frame line below 'ARG' of FARGO and the 
missing 'G' listed by Pompey. 

Postmaster General H.H. Whitney's cash 
book entries for envelope sales to Wells Fargo agent 
Ashley on June 14, just a few days after receipt, 
occurred just one month and ten days before Ashley 
turned over the agency to S.M. Carter & Company. 

Wood block wear 

The franks illustrated on the opposite page 
show the progressive development of flaws in the 
wood block used to print the Wells Fargo frank, and 
thus may be used to estimate the order of printing the 
undated covers. 

The table which follows is offered for further 
study. More useful clues are given on available color 
varieties and positions of the frank. Sherman Lee 
Pompey's December 1952 Covers magazine article 
listed fourteen Wells Fargo franks on various sizes of 
envelopes, but have no dates of usage. His 
descriptions follow, first with the U.S. and then the 
H.I. varieties. 
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t l i . ., . . : . t .· . 
- j OFFICE OF G. W~lllACFARU~E.t CO. ,! 

oh the day of saUl~ ;ot ' Oce&Wc kamshlptdor 
&.n Fra.ncl!!CO. . Lenen deUvered ;tn 8&n Fran-: · 

, cl.soo belol'1l steamers &1'$ docked. : 227-Z.t • ·. 

,J\IAIL NOTIC~. 
:The mail by lbe 

. . 
STEAM$~I;P ALAMEDA - \ . ; 

Will clo:~e at the P011t Omce at 10 a . Ill. THUHS· 
DAY, October 1, 1885. ' 

(~~NF.Y ORDER II!:rr cl~s nt 1:: noon, 
'tUE8D.A Y, l:!eptember 29th. · ' 

: REGISTERED LETTER llAO doses at '9:30 
a. m. on the ·uay of departure. 

. LATE LETI'ERS' recelvC<l till 11:15. Fl ve 
cenl8 extra fee doe on each letter. Late !etten! 
'fl'llll>c re~elve<l at tbe·Post oruce up to tbe time 
of closing the late letter bag. 

N . B.-I~ order to ' e~pOOiu· buslne!!S on Jllnll 
dAYK, the public are rEISPect!ully reque~i..:-<1 to · .. mx 
tbelr owu 11tnmps on letters and PllJ>Crtl, aud a.?nd 
all co rrespondence to .the Post Of!ioe and not to the 
stenmc r . H. ll. WHITNEY, P. M . . 0. 
1 .Post Office, IIooololu, September 29, l!!S.) . . .:. ~~-

Figure I. Macfarlane ran this Pacific Commercial Advertiser notice from January 1 to February 15, 
1885. 

Figure 2. Agent Macfarlane ran this notice on September 30, 1885 above that of his government 
competition, whose own services were being expanded. That expansion forced Wells 
Fargo out of the express business in Honolulu. 
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Figure 3. Red brown franks on size 4 112, watermarked USPOD 82. 
In illustration A. there is a white space in the design over the 'A' in 'FARGO'. This 
space is enlarged in illustration C, showing the growth of a printing flaw. Note .the 
chip at extreme left center which continued to brf!ak away until it is missing completely 
inFigure4. 
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. . ''-. 

Ernest A. Wiltsee Collection. 

-~~----------------------

.. 

Figure 4. 

• 

Colors of the frank range from dark red brown to Jig ht brown on plain and 
government JOe watermarked USPOD 82 envelopes. Four different positions of the 
frank suggests four separate printings. Note the gradually smaller size of the chip at 
extreme left center. 

. ..... 
- .·;.' 

..... . 

. . .· '~ .......... . 
Figur.e 5. Delivered by Wells Fargo outside the government mail system, these 5c blue Hawaiian 

government envelopes have the brown frank on white, medium thick paper, size 6 
envelopes with rounded flap. A San Francisco Wells Fargo JAN 161887 oval cancels 
the view of the Honolulu harbor. 
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Third Period 1894-1895 

From August 2, 1889 until November 1894 
the Honolulu Post Office once again monopolized the 
community mail service to San Francisco. That 
month island residents were informed of a new 
forwarding business which opened on the corner of 
Hotel and Union streets. Their first newspaper 
notice, on November 21, 1894 read as follows: 

The new Hawaiian Express Company's wagons 
will be on the streets in a few days. This concern 
will attempt a Wells-Fargo business on the islands. 

This shon opening day announcement in the 
Pacific Commercial Advertiser on November 26 
identified the company owners, along with their 
second notice: 

' ! , 
I I 
I 

I 

t 

April 1990 

Hawaiian Express Company 

The new Honolulu and Inter-Island Express 
Company is now ready for business. This is the 
enterprise of Messrs. Drummond Burnett and 
L.M. Johnson. The offices, stables and 
warehouses are at Hotel and Union streets. This 
company proposes to transact a general express 
business in Honolulu and all over the group. A 
specialty will be made of handling C.O.D. 
business. The company will supply uniformed 
messengers. 

Figure 6. A brown Wells Fargo frank, size 6, sent to Sydney, New South Wales has a socked-on
the-nose "NZ. Marine P.0./23 JU 93" cancel date stamp affixed en route. Inset 
shows arriving date stamp affixed to the back of the envelope. Spelman Private Treaty 
Sale 1985. See also John W. Kaufmann sale 9, lot 856, June 19, 1973 for another 
cover addressed in a similar handwriting to H.S. Crocker & Co., San Francisco 
Cala., bearing what appears to be a May 20, 1893 Honolulu cancel date stamp. ' 
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On December 7, this brief note advised 
everyone of their Wells, Fargo & Co.'s express 
connection. 

The Hawaiian Express Company will forward 
packages through Wells, Fargo & co.s express, to 
any part of the United States. All packages to be 
sent on the Australia, must be sent to their office 
before 10 a.m. Tomorrow [Saturday December 8, 
1894]. 

Predicting a bright future for the young 
agency, the January 26, 1895 Pacific Commercial 
Advertiser ran this brief note: 

The success of the Hawaiian Express Company is 
assured beyond all question. They are doing a 
lucrative business, both locally and foreign. A 
messenger service is connected with the company. 

April 1990 

Husted's 1894-95 Directory and Hand-Book 
of Honolulu and the Hawaiian Islands listed the 
Hawaiian Messenger Service office of manager L.M. 
Johnson as being in the Masonic Building, comer of 
Alakea & Hotel streets. Their advertisement noted 
that the "New Express Company does a General 
Express and Forwarding Business. See our agents at 
all ports touched by the steamship companies." 

In his book The Handstamps of Wells, Fargo 
& Co., 1852-1895, John F. Leutzinger listed some 
important philatelic dates in the history of Wells, 
Fargo & Company. He wrote that on "April30, 1895 
[the] U.S. Post Office forces Express Companies to 
stop carrying mail matter. This is the end of Wells, 
Fargo & Co. in the U.S. as a mail carrier." 

As the only evidence that Honolulu probably 
did not have a Wells Fargo agency in 1897 is 
suggested by the following letter typewritten on 
Hawaiian Postal Service letterhead: 

San Francisco, April 30th 1898 

Messrs. W.G. Irwin and Co. Lim'd 
Honolulu H.I. 

Dear Sir:-
In reply to your favor of 12th inst., asking particulars of freight charge of $25.25 on 

3 boxes Postal Cards per "Australia" hence April 20th, 1897. We beg to say they were 
shipped by Wells, Fargo & Co. as Express packages, and the charge is made up as follows:-

897 lbs. at $2.75 per 100 lbs, $24.65, extra for value 60c. 
This is the rate which was charged by Wells Fargo & Co. when they had an agency 

at Honolulu, and their agents in the east continue to collect freight on the same basis. 
yours very truly 
Is/ J.D. Spreckels and Bros. company 

Gen'l Agents 

:j---:>looaR~---~ ... _ ---· . '., 

trhe JthWaiiall:' .I~x~n~Ss Collipally·l 
:I !i_~viri~ £s~~~Hsbcd llciencica in ti.Je p~incipa1_ports o~ (~o h1ancls is I 
:1 prepars:l io uo & 0,.~arul :Cxp~ess c:d ~Ol~::tl'd!Dg bosltlemJ. 

• !• . 3-o.JW! cel!~d !o-: c:Jd delivered promptly at de::;tination. . .. 

I . E>x~aial c:.ttention p&id tO.merchandi.se sent C. 0. D. . .• -- · · 
; 3a~gncia called fer, cb&"...ked and de!ivered to all oo.t-going trains and 

. ,· stem:~G:-;;. On:: v3~o.ns moot all ~ter.mboatll. . .: . ·1 
\7o have ~oued the bnsmess of tb<! Hawerutll!l 1llcsnacgcr Se!vicc, 

1
, and v1i11 :fnri.lish tmiforoed mpsaengers O:l 'short 'notice. 1 · . · 

· We guarantee promptness and dispat~h in all bodn'eas intrusted to 
onr carv. , . . · · · ·· · , · · . . · . . . . .· 

B"r Office &lld Stablee, aomer Hotel and Union 6treets. . . . I . ~r Both Telephonea ~79. · .: · .8852-tf · 
r:· - !'T%CC~1:J.,., -;Rv;;=z;c·-m 5 tr-,-wr~-~~~_,.,..:..,.,.....,.;..,. • 

Figure 7. The Hawaiian Express Company ran their second notice on November 26 and December 4, 1894. 
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M.C. Nathan stated in his book Franks of 
Western Expresses that WeUs Fargo carried mail to 
1896. Although no mail sent from Honolulu by 
Wells Fargo & Co.'s Express s?rvives fro~ th~s 
period to serve as a record of therr postal serv1ce m 
Hawaii, Husted's various ~ity directories list these 
agency representative, their location and years of 
operation. 

Fourth Period 

Located in the Masonic Building on the corner 
of Alakea and Hotel streets, the territorial city 
directories from January 1, 1906listed Frank C. Enos 
as the principal agent; with Owen Williams in the 
regular listing. From January 1, 1907 through 1912 
Owen Williams listed their offices in the Waity 
Building, 72 S. King. In 1914-1915 Williams 
became the General Agent for the Territory, while 
E.J. Hardesty served as their Honolulu agent. In 
1916 Hardesty became the General Agent at the same 
address. 

Many articles on their service in the Territory 
of Hawaii appeared in the Wells Fargo Messenger 
during the years 1.912-1918. 

Dr. Polland illustrated a Honolulu Transit 
Company street car from a photograph used in the 
July 2, 1906 Pacific Commercial Advertiser in his 
May 1954 Collectors Club Philatelist article. He 
noted that Wells Fargo & Co. Express delivered 
packages over that Honolulu route. The newspaper 
article provides an interesting background note on 
territorial operations: 

Today, as it was in the beginning, "Westward Ho" is called tQ. the masthead 
of the company and its strong arm continues to reach toward the west, and there it 
will go wherever civilization is found. The nature of the business has broadened 
with time and today it competes with the banks in the matter of transferring money 
from one part of the world to another. 

During the recent disturbance in San Francisco, where the banks of the 
country limited the amount of the drafts upon the correspondents in the city, the 
agents of~ells Fargo issued orders for any amount. This was so much appreciated 
by the pubhc that that branch of the business shows a perceptible increase. Manager 
Williams of the Honolulu branch is alert and has a watchful eye for the interests of 
the company he ably represents. 

The city parcel delivery is an institution that is well patronized. The company 
operates a special car over the lines of the Honolulu Rapid Transit Co., and 
transports packages to wherever the cars run. It has a perfect service with the islands 
and packages are shipped by it and delivered at a slightly advanced cost over the 
ordinary freight rate. The office is on King street, opposite the Von Holt building, 
where any information may be obtained. 

The illustration opposite shows that they 
continued to ship parcels to the United States and 
many foreign destinations during this period, long 
after their connection with the U.S. Post Office 
Department was terminated. The other illustration 
depicts their international parcel deliver routes. 

Six colorful Wells Fargo & Co. Express 
advertising labels depict the progress of transportation 

and the· many ways that mail and parcels were 
delivered over their routes from 1852 with the fast 
sailing clipper ships to the late 1950s when their 
Railway Express Agency trucks were used for city 
parcel delivery. The period during which these 
advertising labels were used is unknown. 
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R.E. Burt Collection 
Figure 8. Dated Aug. 13, 1907, a Wells Fargo & Co. Express freight receipt for a parcel valued at 

$31.00 was sent to San Francisco for a sixty cent fee that was collected by Enos. 
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R.E. Burt Collection 
Figure 9. Reverse of the freight receipt illustrates the Wells Fargo & Company worldwide delivery 

routes and lists their many other services. 
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The New Era and Weekly Argus (Honolulu), Abraham Pomander, editor, May 24, 1855 
The Polynesian, 1853-1857, various issues cited · 
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser, various issues cited for years 1857-1862, 1866, 1883-1889, 

1892-1895, 1906, 1928 

Miscellaneous 

J.W. Scott, Monthly Journal, December 1925, lists some Wells Fargo franked covers cited by 
Meyer in 1948 

Superintendent Southwestern Division, Pacific Dept., Leonard F. Rowell circular of July 1, 
1889 authorized closing of their Honolulu agency. 

Auction Catalogs 

Carl E. Pelander, Auctioneer, Ferrars H. Tows Collection October 1948 
Irwin Heiman Sale, June 24, 1964 ' 
John W. Kaufmann Sale 9,.lot 856, June 19, 1973 
Robert G. Kaufmann, Public Sale 22, lot 206, June 12, 1982 
Peter Kenedi, Sale 128, August 3, 1975 
Robert A. Siegel, Sale 397, June 23, 1971 

~ale 401, lot 2, Pony Express Cover, Sept. 27-28, 1971 
Sotheby-Bernet Gallenes, Inc., The EdwardS. Knapp Collection, Philatelic Americana, New 

York, May 5-10, 1941 
Sqtheby, Parke, Bernet, SaleS-50, Ryohei Ishikawa Collection, November 18, 1980 
Henry M. Spelman ill, Sale 36, December 14, 1979 
Richard Wolffers, Sale 13, December 18, 1971 
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Sherman Lee Pompey's list of 14 Wells Fargo franked covers 

Eny. Size W.F. Frank 

87/8"x4" light brown 

87/8"x4" light brown 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" light brown 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" light brown 

6 3/8" X 3 1/2" light brown 

6 3/8" X 3 1/2" dark brown 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" black 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" light brown 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" light brown 

57/8x33/8" light brown 

91/2" X 4" light brown 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" light brown 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" light brown 

9 1/2" X 4" light brown 

DeScription 

On White, lOc brown U.S.; frank next to postal 
de~ign at upper rt. 

On amber, tOe brown U.S.; frank next to postal 
design at upper rt. 

On white, 5 c brown U.S.; frank in top center of 
envelope 

On amber, 5c brown U.S.; frank at upper left 

On amber, 5 c brown U.S.; frank at upper left has 
bottom frame line break under 'AR' of 'FARGO'. 

On white, 5c brown U.S.; frank at top center 

On white, 5c blue H.I.; frank at upper left missing 
'G' in 'FARGO' and broken bottom frame line 
under 'AR' of 'FARGO'. 

On white, 5c blue H.I.; frank at upper left missing 
'G' in 'FARGO' and has broken frame line under 
'ARG' of 'FARGO'. 

On white, lOc black H.l.; frank at upper left has 
defective 'G' in 'FARGO' and bottom frame line has 
break under 'ARG' of 'FARGO'. 

On white, 10c black H.l.; frank at upper left 

On white, 10c black H.I.; frank at upper left 

On white, 5c blue H.I.; blue inside, frank upper left 

On white, blank env., blue inside, frank upper left 

On white, blank env., (blue inside?), frank at upper 
left; in Wiltsee Collection. 

As an active columnist for the Weekly Philatelic Gossip from 1951 to 1954, Pompey 
covered Hawaii's early postal history, all of which provides excellent historical sketches on how 
mail was sent from Honolulu. Pompey's November 10, 1951 list of Wells Fargo franks was 
reprinted by Covers magazine; his December 27, 1952 ~olumn, in addition to that listing, added 
these varieties, noting that unused are more common than used. 
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Pompey's Updated List of Wells Fargo Franks 

Eny. size 

5 7/8" X 3 3/8" 

9 1/2' X 4" 

9 l/2" X 4"· 

smaller than 
5 7/8" X 3 3/8" 

shorter than 
5 7/8" X 3 318" 

5 718" X 3 3/8" 

W.F. Frank 

dk. blue-black 

brown 

brown 

brown 

brown 

brown 

Description 

On white, lOc black H.I.; frank at upper left has 
defective 'G' in 'FARGO' and broken bottom frame 
line under 'ARG' of 'FARGO'. Two covers listed, 
rare in this size. 

On white, lOc black H.I.; frank at upper left with 
strip of three 5c blue Hawaii 1882; red circular CDS 
HONOLULU HAW All I SEP 23 1890 with matching 
R1982 registry number and a second red 5322; 
addressed to Dr. Geo. L. Voorhees, Vallejo, Solano 
County, Calif. In Wiltsee Collection. 

Blank, unaddressed paste-up; frank at upper left with 
lOc black Hawaiian stamp cancelled by a red oval 
WELLS FARGO & CO I EXPRESS I HONOLULU, 
H.I. 

Blank, ·unaddressed paste-up; frank at top center with 
· 5c blue Hawaiian stamp cancelled with a purple SL 

MAY 1 1884 plus a pink oval WELLS FARGO & 
CO. I MAY 1 1884 I SAN FRANCISCO 

Blank; frank at top center with large maroon 'A' on 
the 5c blue Hawaiian stamp; addressed to Louis 
Grecroire & Co., No. 5 Post Street, San Francisco, 
Calif. In Wiltsee Collection. Oval W.F. OCT 22 
1883 San F'Co BIS 

On white, unaddressed; 5c blue H.I.; frank at upper 
left; purple oval WELLS FARGO & CO's I 
EXPRESS I JAN 16 1887 I HONOLULU, H.I. 

Figure 10. A defective 'G' on a size 10 Hawaiian government 10 cent black with a strip of three 5 
cent blue on registered cover Rl982 to Vallejo on SEP 23 1890, sent over a year after 
the agency was closed. This cover went to San Francisco on board the SS 
AUSTRALIA. which sailed on September 26. Wiltsee Collection 
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Wells Fargo Covers from Honolulu during the Second Peri,od 

Oyal W.F. CDS 

No H.l. oval 
4-9-85 S.F. 

12-21-85 H.I. 

----- H.I. 

2-15-84 H.l. 
2-22-84 S.F. 

5-2-86 H.I. 
5-15-86 S.F. 

4-8-87 H.l. 
4-16-87 S.F. 

--- 87 H.I. 

1-16-87 H.l. 

7-31-88 H.I. 
8-7-88 S.F. 

7-28-88 H.I. 
8-7-88 S.F. 

8-30-87 H.I. 
9-6-87 S.F. 

Description Source 

Red.'A' ties stamp at upper rt. on lllustrated in H. Spelman 
plain sz. 6 cover to S.F.; red W.F. Sale 36, 12-14-79, lot 411; 
oval HIS at upper left; parcel paste-up Tows Sale 10-9-48, lot 1055; 
See. Fig.3, Western Express, Jan'90 Hon. Adv. Collection 

Tied upper rt. by purple SL date 
APR 1, 1885 on red brown W.F. 
frank, sz. 4 1/2 plain (blue tint) · 
cover to S.F.; S.F. oval B/S. 

Tows Sale lot 1056; Siegel 
Sale 375, lot 1673; Honolulu 
Advertiser Collection. 

Red brown W.F. frank on plain Honolulu Advertiser Col. 
(blue tint) sz. 4 1/2, unadd. paste-up; 
W.F. oval ties Sc. 39 at upper rt. on 
type Meyer-Harris 381. 

Brown W.F. frank on sz. 6 add. to Wolffers-Sale 13, lot 375. 
Bremen; ms. "pr SS Zealandia" 
below W.F. frank; HONOLULU/ 
AUG 29/1887 H.I. CDS & 4-ring tgt. 

Red brown W .F. frank on sz. 7 
unadd. paste-up; undated W.F. 
Express oval ties Sc.40 at upper rt. 

Blue-black W.F. frank on unadd. 
paste-up with faint blue oval W.F. 
HIS at upper rt. & left center 

Brown W.F. frank, add. S.F.; 
sz. 6, earliest use. 

Honolulu Advertiser CoiL 
Tows Sale, lot 1057 

Siegel Sale 397, 6-23-71, 
·lot 782; Fig. 2, Western 
Express. Jan. 1990. 

Siegel Sale 397, lot 785 

Brown W.F. frank, add. to N.Y.C.; Siegel Sale 397, lot 786 
pmk. "Ogden & S.F. RPO, Apr.16 
1887. 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6, add. to 
London; Honolulu oval, N.Y. & 
London transit pmks. 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6; purple 
W.F. oval H.S on unadd. paste-up; 
no B/S. 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6; add. to 
S.F.; violet ovals. 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6?; unadd. 
paste-up to S.F. 

Brown W.F. frank sz. 6?; unadd. 
paste-up to S.F. 
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Siegel Sale 397, lot 787; 
Kenedi Sale 128, lot 848 on 

Aug. 3, 1975. 

Pompey, "Transporting the 
Hawaiian Mail" in Weekly 
Philatelic Gossip, Dec. 27 
1952; now in Wiltsee Coli. 

R.G. Kaufmann Pub. Sale 22, 
6-12-82, lot 206; Ishikawa 
Sale, lot 539. 

Gil Plass article in Possessions 
3rd Qtr, 1985, item 7. 

Gil Plass article, item 6. 
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8-30-87 H.I. 
9-6-87 S.F. 

Brown W.F. frank sz. 10; unadd. Siegel Sate 397, lot 791. 
paste-up has purple W.F. ovals 

none B W F frank 10 M H Honolulu Advertiser Coil. rown . ·. . sz. , -
304.1142; HONOLULU/JUL/29/ 
1887 /H.I. CDS; ms. "pr. SS 
ZEALANDIA"; add. to Bremen; 
S.F. and Bremen back stamps. 

· Sent through post office. 

none Brown W.F. frank Sz. 10, M-H Honolulu Advertiser Coil. 
304.1142; HONOLULU/ AUG/1/ 
1887/H.I. CDS; ms. "pr. S.S. 
ZEALANDIA"; add. to Bremen; 
S.F. and Bremen back stamps. 
Sent through post office. 

4-9-86 H.I . . Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6; add. to Kaufmann sale 6-12-82, 
S.F.; magenta ovals; M-H 301.1231. lot 776; Honolulu. 

Advertiser Collecnon . 

6-1-86 Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6, blue tint Gil Plass article 
inside; oval Honolulu on unadd. 
paste-up. 

12-17-86 M-H 662 on M-H 301.1231, sz. 6, Honolulu Advertiser Coli. 
blue inside, add. to Panama. 
Brown frank. 

Sent after August 2, 1889, these Wells Fargo Covers have no Oval Handstamps 

Description - Cancellations 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6, add. to Sydney N.S.W.; CDS 
N.Z. Marine P.O. I 23 Ju 93 H/S cancel is S.O.N. on 5c blue 
upper rt.; Sydney Jy 18 I 93 backstamp 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 6, add. to London; clear HONOLULU/ 
AUG 3 I 1893 I H.I. CDS with duplex when sent through post 
office 

Brown W.F. frank sz. 10, strip of three Hawaii 5c. blue 1882 
stamps with red CDS HONOLULU I SEP 23 1890 I HAW All, 
matching R1982 red registry number and another red number 
5322, sent to Dr. Voorhees, Vallejo CA. 

Brown W.F. frank, sz. 10, defe-ctive 'G' in 'FARGO"; add. to 
Leeds, England. HONOLULU I OCT 24 I 1890 I H.I. CDS 
with duplex. 

Brown W.F. frank, Type 45, sz. 10 used in 1915 with two U.S. 
406 when sent to N.Y. 

Brown W.F. frank, Type 45, top part of entire pasted on a U.S. 
2c W.F. entire, 5c stamp cancelled "Yokohama". 
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Source 

Illustrated in Figure 6. 

Siegel Sale 397, lot 788 

Pompey article, Dec. 27 1952; 
now in Wiltsee Collection, 
Wells Fargo History Room, 
San Francisco. Figure 10. 

Siegel Sale 397, lot 792; 
Gil Plass article 

Pelander Sale, lot 1063, 
Tows Collection (no illus.) 

Pelander Sale, lot 1070, 
Tows Collection (no illus.) 
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Chronological list of Wells Fargo Agencies in Honolulu 

First Period 

Aeents 

Lewis & Co. 
Mitchell & Fales 
R. Coady & Co. 

F.L. Hanks 

. A.J. Cartwright 
E.P. Adams 
A.J. Cartwright 
W.K. Snodgrass 
A.J. Cartwright 

W.O. Ashley 

J.E. Wiseman & 
W.O. Ashley 

W.G. Ashley 
S.M. Carter 
G.W. Macfarlane 

Drummond Burnett & 
L.M. Johnson 

LOcation 

Nuuanu & Marine Sts. 
same 

Kaahumanu st. to May 1857 
Fort st. opposite C.W. 

Vincent after May 1857 
2nd floor above J.C. 

Spaulding's store 
44 Fort St. 

Fort St. 
44 Fort St. 
44 Fort St. 
44 Fort St. & 41 Queen St. 

Second Period 

Duration of Appointment 

Jan. 1, 1853- Mar. 1, 1854 
Mar. 1, 1854- Dec. 15, 1854 
Mar. 10, 1855- Dec. 31, 1858 

Jan. 8, 1859 - June 1, 1860 

June 1, 1860- Nov. 1, 1860 
Nov. 1, 1860- Mar. 28, 1861 
Mar. 28, 1861 - June 21, 1862 
June 21, 1862 - Jan. 24, 1863 
Jan. 24, 1863 - Aug 1869 

Merchant St. near the P.O. Aug. 3, 1883- Nov. 25, 1883 
in J.W. Robertson's store 

Merchant St. next to T.G. Nov. 26. 1883 -Feb. 11, 1884 
Thrum in new Campbell block . .. 

same? Feb. 11, 1884 - July 24, 1884 
82 King St. July 24, 1884 - Dec. 15, 1884 . 
comer Fort & Queen sts. Dec. 15, 1884 - Aug. 2, 1889 

Third Period 

Alakea cor. Hotel, 1894-1895 
Masonic Building 

Fourth Period 

Frank C. Enos, employee 72 So. King, Waity Bldg. 1903-1907 
Owen Williams, Gen. Mgr. 

Owen Williams, 72 So. King 1907-1914 
Gen'l Agent for Territory 

E.J. Hardesty 72 So. King 1915-1918 
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HARMERS INTERNATIONAL 

SINCE 1918 THE PREMIER 

AUCTIONEERS TO THREE CONTINENTS. 

CATERING TO THE SPECIALIST 

AND GENERAL COLLECTOR 

New York 

HARMERS 
Of New York Inc. 

14 East 33rd Street 

New York, NY 10016 
Cable: Harme"ale Hew York 

Tel. (212) 532-3700 

London 

WANTED 

19th CENTURY 

COVERS 

OF ·THE WORLD 

Sydnoy 

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC. 
120 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Page 67 

April 1990 



Western Express 

CHRISTIE'S 
ROBSON LOWE 

IN NEW YORK 
Auctions fo r U.S.A. & WESTERN COVERS are held quarterly 

Details of all our services in the U.S.A. 
Scott Trepel or Elizabeth Pope 

502 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 
Telephone: 546 1000 Telex: 620721 

IN ZURICH 
Sales held twice a year with 

EUROPE, NEAR & FAR EAST materia l 
Daniella Elmiger, Steinwiesplatz, 8032 Zurich 

April 1990 

Telephone: (4 11) 262 0505 Telex: 817073 Facsimile : (411) 25 1 0471 

IN LONDON 
Approximately 40 sales a year including specia li sed 

GREAT BRITAIN & BRITISH EMPIRE 
Colin Fraser 

8 King Street, St. james's, London, SWIY 6QT 
Telephone: (Ol) 839 4034 Telex: 916429 Facsimile: (OJ) 839 16 11 

IN BOURNEMOUTH 
Sales held monthly including Whole World co llections, 

covers, stamps and philatelic literature 
Charles Leonard or Graham Carey 

39 Poole HiJJ, Bournemouth, BH2 5PX 
Telephone: (0202) 295711 Telex: 41146 Facsimile: (0202) 296760 
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