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Western Express , 

From Your Editor 

Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

This issue 
This issue is weighted towards Nevada, in par

ticular the Humboldt rush of the 1860s. We start 
with Jim Garnett's article on Langton's Express 
covers to and from this pioneer mining area. Hope
fully the new information will spark some interest 
and comment. 

Furthermore, the Humboldt Range is a dear 
place to your editor. I have hiked it and camped in 
it on numerous occasions, exploring the remnants 
of the towns and mining camps and roaming the 
hills. I have also done extensive research, recently 
published as The Humboldt Range. 19th Century 
Mining Camps as part of the Western Places se
ries. A by-product of this research is included in 
this issue -- a transcription of significant articles 
on expresses, mails and stages as published in 
Unionville's pioneer newspaper, The Humboldt 
Register. They tell an interesting tale of civiliza
tion advancing into the Great Basin. 

Next issue 
It has been gratifying to have some response 

to the plea for articles. The articles in this issue 
have come in, and for next issue we have on tap a 
nice article by Bob Chandler on the Greathouse 
Brothers, and another about early mails sent by 
ship by Cal vet Hahn. I have also had several sug
gestions for possible reprint material. There will 
be a continuing need for new material, new articles, 
and your participation is invited. Reprint material 
will be used sparingly, and not at all if there is suf
ficient new material to fill our pages. 

About Illustrations 
Western Express tries to give you the best qual

ity reproductions we can afford with today's 
techonology. Here's some tips on what you can do 
to help if you are sending in an article: 
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Photos can be best be reproduced by making a 
half-tone from the photo. As Western Express is 
printed on an offset press, we utilize half-tones with 
a 100-line screen. It works most efficiently if you 
just send the photographs with the article, and they 
will be returned to you once they are no longer 
needed. 

For covers, it used to be that for good repro
duction it was necessary to either make the half
tone directly from the original, or from a photo
graph of the cover. Many of these covers are valu
able; your editor doesn't like to have possession of 
your valuables any more than you like to have them 
out of your possession. Photographing them is 
costly and time consuming -- modern technology 
to the rescue! 

Black and white photocopies turn out grainy -
you've seen them. But the new color photocopy 
machines produce an image that it is so clear that 
it is possible to make a half-tone from them that 
reproduces as well as one made from the original. 
Even if the original is black-and-white, please sub
mit a color photocopy and it will tum out just fine. 
Of course, sometimes the whereabouts of the origi
nal is unknown and only a black-and-white photo
copy is available. We'll use it, but it just won't 
turn out as well. 

Award for Western Express 
Western Express was awarded a Vermeil "+ 

felicitations" at the Literature Exhibition at 
STAMPS HOW 95, held in St. Louis last August. 
The Felicitations was for completing the "Califor
nia Postmark Catalog", saying "These postmark 
drawings have set a standard for other compilers." 
Acknowledging that we're not perfect, we will con
tinue to strive to improve your journal in future 
issues. 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
#1146 Tor Bjork 

P.O. Box 8948 
Scottsdale Z 85251 
dealer 

#1147 Lawrence Cutler MD 
52 E. 72nd st #11 
New York NY 10021 
Collecting interest: Nevada 

#1148 John H. Crenshaw 
2727 W. Sunnyside Dr. 
Visalia CA 93277 
Collecting interest: California history 
and genealogical research 

#1149 Bill Strauss 
HC64 Box 366 
Big Lake TX 76932 

WANTED 
New Members 

If every member of the 
Western Cover Society 

got just one person to become a 
New Member ---

We'd double our membership! 

December 1995 

Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Directors 

Address Changes 

Bill Tatham 
MarkMetkin 
John Williams 
Jim Blaine 
Dale Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Basil Pearce 
Henry Spelman 
Oscar Thoma& 

(only the new address is shown) 

Aubrey Bartlett #993 
49 Geary St. #225 
San Francisco CA 94108 

Joseph G. Bock 
40890 Amapola Dr. 
Fremont CA 94536 

Lewis Garrett #7 58 
849 Coast Blvd. 
La Jolla CA 92037 

Harold Holman #671 
P.O. Box416 
Atwater CA 95301 

John Peters #925 
HC 30 Box 1574 
Prescott AZ 86301-9806 

James E. Smalldon 
P.O. Box 1022 
Sutter Creek CA 95685 
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Langton's Humboldt Express 
by James Garnett 

Figure 1: 1860 postal stationery issue, 3¢ star die with manuscript "Collect I Humboldt Express 
I 25 cts." and Silver City Utah, Wells Fargo Express cancel. The Silver City Utah cancel was 
used in Silver City from 1860 through 1862, even though Nevada Territory was created in 1861. 

Is the cover illustrated as Figure 1 the earliest 
Langton's Humboldt Express cover? If so, this 
manuscript "Collect I 25 cts" marking is the fore
runner to the scarce 25 cents brown adhesive used 
by the Humboldt Express. (See Figure 3) 

To determine whether or not this is indeed a 
Langton's Humboldt Express cover, it is necessary 
to answer some fundamental questions. First, since 
the cover can be dated within a certain period, is 
that period consistent with activity in the Humboldt 
district? Second, is this a known correspondence 
from Nevada Territory? Third, what rate was 
charged on the Humboldt Express, and did 
Langton's Express connect with Wells Fargo? 
Fourth, what was the route between the Washoe 
mines and the Humboldt district? And fmally, was 
there any other Humboldt express that could ac
count for this cover? 

In the newspapers of the day, the term 
"Washoe" referred to the region surrounding VIr-

ginia City. "Humboldt" was used to describe the 
mining region along the Humboldt River north of 
Washoe. Mining activity began in the Humboldt 
region in 1860, but because oflndian trouble, most 
miners left before the winter of that year. How
ever, in the Spring of 1861 a rush began which 
resulted in he establishment of Unionville and 
Humboldt City. By 1862 Star City had also been 
founded, and the Humboldt district was alive with 
numerous small camps and diggings. Thus the 
cover in question is definitely consistent with the 
period of initial activity in the Humboldt region, 
as it was used in 1861 before the new issue of postal 
stationery reached the Territory. 

The cover comes from a known Nevada corre
spondence with at least one other similar three
cent star die cover, except that it lacks the manu
script express marking. Since this example is the 
only cover from this correspondence with the 
manuscript express marking, it is similar to the 

Page3 



Western Express 

Pardon Brown correspondence, which had many 
covers carried by Snowshoe Thompson, but only 
one with his express marking. It seems conceiv
able that only letters sent Collect received such 
notations, thus only one cover from the correspon
dence had this marking. 

No one has yet been able to verify exactly when 
Samuel Langton established his express in the 
Humboldt area. Some writers suggest 1860, oth
ers 1861. What is known is that Samuel Langton's 
Pioneer Express operated after 1855 in the 
Downieville and Nevada City, California area. In 
1860 Langton expanded into Washoe, opening of
fices in the town listed below and advertising his 
service. (See Figure 5) 

Office 
Carson City 
VirginiaCity 
Silver City 
Dayton 
Gold Hill 
Unionville 
Star City 
Washoe City 

~ 
J.S.Albro 
J.G. Bloomer 
Boisset & Wilcox 

~.Frankenheirner 
Rutherford/Ewing 

Reference 
Kelly's Directory 
Kelly's Directory 
Kelly's Directory 
Kellys' Directory 
Kelly's Directory 
Humboldt Register 
cancels known 
cancels known 

December 1995 

It is worthy of note that the Unionville news
paper, the Humboldt Register, reported in its first 
issue of May 2, 1863, "Langton's Pioneer Express 
has placed us under such a weight of obligations 
for favors and back charges, that we scarcely know 
how to commence an acknowledgement.. .. " It is 
obvious that the express had been in operation for 
some time. It is reasonable, therefore, to assume 
that Langton's was one of the first, if not the earli
est, express concern to service the region. Between 
1861 and the fall of 1863 it operated a virtual mo
nopoly along the route between Washoe and 
Humboldt. It wasn't until after August 8, 1863 that 
Wells Fargo established offices in the principal 
mining camps in the region (Humboldt Register, 
August 8, 1863). Apparently Wells Fargo was con
tent to connect with Langton's until that late date. 
Subsequently, on October 3, 1863, the Humboldt 
Register reported that Langton & Co. had ceased 
operations, even though they held the mail con
tract. Samuel Langton would later start a pony 
run to Unionville carrying mail, which would ulti
mately cease with his death. 

Figure 2. The scarce Langton & Co. Humboldt Express local adhesive, Scott #86LJ, was 
used in 1862 and 1863. Stamps on genuine covers and used examples are cancelled by 
Langton's Pioneer Express ovals from Unionville and Star City. The stamp was used to 
denote prepayment of the 25 cents per 112 oz.letter express rate from the Humboldt region. 
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Figure 3. An enlarged copy of the 25 cents brown 
adhesive used by Langton's Humboldt Express. 
The similarity to the Pony Express adhesives 
from the Wells Fargo Co. have led some ex
perts to suggest they were printed by the same 
firm, Britton & Rey in San Francisco. 
With this background, we can address the third 

question. Langton's Humboldt Express obviously 
charged a 25 cent rate and utilized a 25 cent brown 
adhesive to denote prepayment of the express fee 
on its envelopes from the Humboldt region. (See 
Figure 2) The rate was apparently charged on 
out-going mail (see footnote). There are four cov
ers known used with the brown adhesive and tied 
by Langton's Pioneer Express ovals, two from Star 

December 1995 

City and two from Unionville. (There are three 
other covers known, detailed in the accompany
ing chart.) No inbound cover is known cancelled 
with the company express oval. A notable cover 
in the Wells Fargo Wiltsee collection shows the 
stamp used inbound from California. This cover 
is No. 6 on the chart. The stamp, however, is not 
tied and has a manuscript cancel. If genuine, this 
would appear to be an isolated use, since other in
coming mail connecting with Langton's for 
Humboldt does not show evidence that any addi
tional charge was necessary. For example, Figure 
4 shows an inbound cover carried by Wells Fargo 
from San Francisco to Carson City, where it con
nected with Langton's Pioneer Express for deliv
ery in Unionville. Notice that no adhesive was 
used in Carson City. 

Thus outbound and inbound covers both show 
connecting service with Wells Fargo during the 
1861-1863 period, with examples known from 
Carson City, VIrginia City, and Nevada, Califor
nia. The Figure 1 cover is the only one known 
connecting with Wells Fargo in Silver City, but it 
is consistent with the other known covers, and the 

Figure 4. This cover was sent by Wells Fargo Express from San Francisco to Carson 
City, where it was placed with Langton's Pioneer Express for cklivery in Unionville. 
Typically, mail carried inbound was not charged the 25 cents rate. It was logical for 
the two services to connect in the Washoe towns for delivery into areas neither com
pany serviced. 
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Todays Interstate 80 follows the old Emigrant Trail along the Humboldt River past the former 
mining district of Humboldt, which flourished in the 1860s. 

rate charged is consistent with the adhesive rate 
on the 1862-1863 known uses. 

This brings us to the most interesting question 
of all. Was Silver City on the route between 
Washoe and Humboldt, where a cover placed with 
the Humboldt Express in Unionville or Star City 
would logically connect with Wells Fargo? Today 
the main roads travel between Carson City and 
Reno through the Washoe Valley, down the Truckee 
River, crossing to the west side of Humboldt Sink 
and up Humboldt River to the mining region. But 
Reno didn't exist until1868, and this route bypasses 
VIrginia City and Silver City, the most heavily 
populated area on the east side of the Sierra Ne
vada. 

The account of the accident that resulted in the 
death of Samuel Langton provides evidence to 
answer this question. According to the Humboldt 
Register, service had been irregular to Humboldt 
City, and on August, 1864 the paper reported as 
follows: 
"Our Mail Irregularities. At length we have a full, 
and in part a very painful explanation of the recent 

disturbance in our mail arrangements. S.W. 
Langton ... contracted with Murphy for the carry
ing service between Murphy's station and this place 
(Unionville) .... Murphy carried for one month, and 
sent word to Langton that he would carry no longer 
-- as the price did not pay. Langton... started in a 
sulky to come out. Between Carson and Virginia, 
on the 12th, he met with a most serious mishap -
as will be seen by the following notice in the En
terprise of the 14th: 

'A Sad Accident Night before last, Mr. S.W. 
Langton, of Langton & .Co.'s Express, while on 
his way to this city from Carson, met with a ter
rible accident. Just in the lower part of Silver City ... 
an ox team loaded with lumber ... crushed his ve
hicle and threw him under the wheels of the heavy 
ox wagon."' 

Langton would eventually die from the inju
ries he suffered in this accident. The significance 
of this report is that Langton was on his way to 
Unionville via Silver City. This provides proof 
that this was indeed an established route of that 
time, and since Silver City was on the road be-
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tween Carson and Virginia City, and since other 
covers are known with both of these towns as con
necting points, it makes the Silver City connec
tion point very plausible. 

From the Comstock the route to the Humboldt 
mines went east. The Pony Express route headed 
to the south end of the Carson Sink, and the Over
land Stage had adopted this route by 1863. When 
stage service to Unionville was inaugurated it de
parted from this route at Stillwater and went up 
the east side of Carson Sink, from whence there 
are no barriers to entering the southern end of 
Buena Vista Valley, on the east side of the Humboldt 
Range. It is very likely that the early expresses 
followed this route in 1862. 

CARSON CITY ADVEUTISE~lENTS. 73 

LANG,.-X'ON'S 
P!®!M~~~ ~X~~~~~ 

. 

• • .... ~11' -· .... --·- . - - - ~--

LEAVES CARSON CITY, ·DAILY, FOR 

SILVER OITY, GOLD HILL, 
VIRGINIA CITY. 

ALSO, LEAVES EVERY OTHER DAY, FOR 

DOvVNIEVILLE, S.A.N JUAN, · 
NEVADA, ~1:ARYSVILLE, 

And ~II tho principal places in Sic~ra, Plumn.s, Nevad~ nnd Yuba 
CounttC8. . 

OFFICE - At TREADWELL & CO'S BRICK STORE, 
CORNER. OF CARSON AND 'l'IIIR.D S'rrtEE'rS. 

J . S. ALBRO, Agent. 

LANGTON & CO'S 
IP £~~~~~~m at~ilrm 
A FOUR-HORSE STAGE. LEAVES OARSON CITY DAILY, 

at Two o'clock, P . M., for 

SILVER OITY, GOLD I~ILL, 
And VIRGINIA or:rY. 

:RETURNING, 

LEAVES VIRGINIA CITY, D.AILY, AT 8 .A.M. 

Through to DOWNIEVILLE on Sundays and Wednesdays. 

The DAYTON Stnge leavee Car~on City, dally, at 8 o'clock, A. J.r. 
Returning, leue6 DAY'l'ON at 2 P.M. · 

J. S. ALBRO, Agent. 

Figure 5. Advertisement for Langton's Pioneer 
Express printed in Kelly's First Directory qf 
Nevada Territory. 1862. 
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Langton's Humboldt Express is the only ex
press service known to be using this route, charg
ing the 25 cents rate, and marking envelopes with 
evidence of handling. Although other expresses 
and stage companies operated in the Humboldt 
region, none are known to have marked envelopes. 
Patten & Bunker's Humboldt Express is known 
only from several comer cards, and Sale & Barber's 
Humboldt Express is known only with a frank ap
plied to Langton's Pioneer Express franked enve
lopes, with no additional markings. And Wells, 
Fargo & Co. did not operate offices in the 
Humboldt district until August of 1863. 

In conclusion, an explanation of the cover in 
Figure 1 is that the 25 cent fee was not prepaid on 
this letter, and because it was necessary to send 
the letter by Wells Fargo Express to its final desti
nation, the letter was marked for the Wells Fargo 
agent in Santa Cruz to collect 25 cents, which was 
to be paid to the Humboldt Express. With this rea
soning this cover is the earliest known Langton's 
Humboldt Express cover, predating the use by 
Langton's of the 25 cents brown adhesive. 

Footnote: Concerning Scott 86Ll, in addition to the 
seven covers listed in the chart, I have documented 23 
off-cover adhesives, 19 of which were cancelled with 
the distinctive Langton's Pioneer Express oval. This 
includes one pair and a reattached single that forms a 
block of three. At least ten of these ovals can be iden
tified as having either Star City or Unionville town 
marks, while others show only small portions of the 
oval. None can be clearly identified as coming from 
any other town. The four other copies include three 
unused and one copy cancelled diagonally across the 
face with a large lettered PAID. One of the unused 
copies was heavily damaged and one was mounted on 
unused postal statiery (Scott U2), with a printed 
Langton's frank. It is evident that if 95% of the known 
genuinely used adhesives were at one time tied to cov
ers by the company oval cancellation, questions should 
immediately arise when examining examples that show 
different markings. 
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CHART OF LANGTON'S HUMBOLDT EXPRESS COVERS 

Cover #1 Scott U34 with black Langton's Pioneer Express frank addressed to J.S. Bendle, Bidwell's 
Bar, California. The adhesive is upside down and is placed on the cover in such a way as 
to be tied by the same blue Unionville company oval cancel that cancels the U34. 

Cover #2 A companion to #1, Scott U34 as above, except the adhesive is right side up, but tilted 
diagonally to the left. 

Cover #3 Scott U34 with black Langton's Pioneer Express frank addressed to G.F. Borza, Placerville, 
California. Both adhesive and U34 are cancelled by the same Star City company oval. 
Additional Wells Fargo Nevada (Cal) express oval ties the adhesive, showing connecting 
service to Placerville. 

Cover #4 Scott U34 with black Langton's Pioneer Express frank addressed to S.W. Holladay, San 
Francisco, California. Both adhesive and U34 are cancelled by the same Unionville com
pany oval. An additional postage stamp, Scott #65 with a PAID cancel is tied to the cover 
by a blue Wells Fargo Nevada (Cal) oval showing connecting service. 

Cover #5 Scott U35 with Wells Fargo frank and blue Carson City Wells Fargo oval cancelling the 
U35. Red Unionville Langton's Pioneer Express oval at left of printed frank with 25 cent 
adhesive placed over the top of the cancel and tied by a Wells Fargo type PAID marking. 
Although this cover has a PF certificate, many authorities question its authenticity. 

Cover #6 Scott U35 with black Langton's Pioneer Express frank with a faint cancel tying the U35, 
but not the adhesive, which is cancelled by manuscript with the initials of the Express 
agent in North San Juan, California. Addressed with a paste up to Frank Clark in Starr 
City, N.T. The paste up is a Union patriotic with a Virginia City Langton's oval. This 
cover is in the Wiltsee Collection in the Wells Fargo Bank Museum and the usage is 
difficult to explain. 

Cover #7 Scott U35 with Greenhood & Newbauer Express frank on a front which has been skill
fully repaired. The Humboldt Express stamp is tied by the same Greenhood & Newbauer 
double circle device that cancels the U35. This use is also difficult to explain. 

Cover #8 Scott U35 with Langton's Pioneer Express black frank. Stamp is placed tilted slightly to 
the left and over the right portion of the Langton's frank. Cover bears a red oval "Langton's 
Pioneer .... " partially visible strike adjacent to the stamp at the top between the frank and 
the 3¢ pink stamp. This oval is not the typical cancel used by Langton's in Nevada, as 
illustrated in Fig. 2. Pink entire is cancelled with a Wells Fargo I Nevada oval, which is 
Nevada City, California. Cover is addressed to "Mr. S. Goodman I San Francisco I No. 
410 Sac. St." This cover was offered in Wolffer's Sale #176 in 1883, with a 1990 PF 
Certificate. Since there are no Nevada markings on this cover, just what does the usage 
represent? 
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The Humboldt Range 
Mail, Express, and Staging 

Extracted from the Humbo/dtReeister. Unionville, Nevada 
by Alan H. Patera 

December 1995 

The rush to the Humboldt Range in 1861-62 created three towns with postal and express facilities. 
First came Humboldt City, on the west side of the range, where the initial discovery of silver ore 
occurred. Rich strikes on the east side of the range quickly shifted the focus in that direction, and the 
towns of Star City and Unionville built rapidly in the spring and summer of 1862. Star City was 
actually the largest of the three, built in a small basin up Star Canyon, close to the fabulously rich ore 
strikes in the Sheba mine. Seven miles further south, Unionville had a more accessible location, at the 
mouth of Buena Vista canyon below a number of promising mines. 

When Humboldt County was created on November25, 1861, Unionville was designated the county 
seat. In the 1864 election to determine the permanent county seat, Star City and Unionville were the 
prime contenders, but even though Star City was judged slightly more populous with about 800 resi
dents, Unionville narrowly carried the election. Before the corning of the railroad, the towns of the 
Humboldt Range were connected to each other and to Virginia City by several different stage concerns, 
usually connecting with the Overland Stage route at Stillwater. Hill Beachy (or Beachey) stages con
nected to Idaho after 1864, using Star City as terminus before making Unionville a stop as the route 
continued to the end of the railroad. Also in 1864 the telegraph arrived, with offices in Star City and 
Unionville. 

As the county seat, Unionville was selected by William J. Forbes as the seat of the pioneer newspa
per, the Humboldt Register~ which began publication on May 2, 1863. After the Humboldt Register 
moved to Winnemucca in 1868, Unionville advocates started up the Silver State. The following ex
tracts from are from the weekly Humboldt Register, 1863-1869. They show the concerns the inhabit
ants had with communications, and may add materially to our understanding of covers emanating from 
this area. 

A general mining slump gripped the area starting in 1865. Some of the ores were found very 
difficult to reduce. The rich ores of the Sheba and the DeSoto could not be successfully refined locally, 
and had to be shipped to San Francisco or even Swansea (U.K.) for reduction. Humboldt City and Star 
City were virtually abandoned by 1869 and their post offices closed. Unionville had better luck with its 
ores. John C. Fall's Pioneer Mill began operation in 1862, and this entrepeneur added several other 
mills in the late 1860s to process the ores of the Arizona mine. Unionville could still boast a population 
of 525 in the 1870 census, as it entered a period of extended prosperity. 

Unionville was prosperous as long as mining continued, but permanency eluded it. The Transcon
tinental Railroad placed it on the wrong side of the mountain range, and the brawling railroad town of 
Winnemucca commenced in 1868 and succeeded in wresting away the county seat in 187 4 by act of the 
state Legislature. Having lost its county administration functions, and its commercial importance ebb
ing away to the railroad towns, Unionville went into decline. Eventually the mines closed and the 
stores shut down, but agricultural pursuits in Buena Vista Canyon and on the alluvial soils in broad 
Buena Vista Valley maintained a small resident population. The post office lingered until 1956, but 
today Unionville still has a population of about 30, and stone ruins attest to the town that was. 

The newspaper references provided here cover most of the 1860s, from the inception of the Humboldt 
Register in 1863 through the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad. 
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PATTEN & BUNKER'S HUMBOWT EXPRESS is not known except for the corner on this very early cover, 
which is addressed to Red Bluffs, Cal., Nov. 2,1861. Patten is very likely WR. Patten, who lived in Humboldt 
City and was running a stage between there and Star City in July 1863. William T. Heaton was in the mercan
tile business of Heaton & Davis in Star City until February 1864. Courtesy of Jim Garnett. 

May 2, 1863. "Langton's Pioneer Express has 
placed us under such a weight of obligations for 
favors and back charges, that we scarcely know 
how to commence and acknowledgment. ... " 

"Langton & Co.'s Stage Line between this and 
Washoe is to be tri-weekly within ten days hence." 

May 9, 1863. "More stages. Thursday morning 
an extra came in with additional stock for Langton 
& Co.'s line between this place and Washoe. Thurs
day afternoon the regular stage, with the express 
and mail, came in. A little later S. W. Langton, 
principal of the Pioneer Express Company, with 
Mr. George Runk, arrived in a buggy. Langton is 
making arrangements for proper routes of travel, 
disposition of stock and increase of service to the 
Humboldt towns ..... " 

May 30, 1863. "Turner's Express, regular semi
weekly trips between the Reese River and 
Humboldt towns, carrying letters, passengers, coin, 
small parcels, with certainty and dispatch, and not 
long about it, don't run any more. Made one trip, 
went back, quit." 

July 4, 1863 "New Stage Line. Brown & Kenyon's 

stages, from Red Bluff through, reached the town 
the first of the week. They came through, three 
hundred miles, in ten days - eight days traveling 
time - loaded with passengers and freight, without 
making any change of stock. Passengers were 
brought for fifty dollars, boarded. It is the inten
tion of B.&K. to put on stock for four changes, 
and make regular trips hereafter in six days .... 

Douglass & Co.'s accommodation line brought 
passengers in and went out again Wednesday ... . 
Turner came in Wednesday from Reese River .... " 

July 11, 1863. "Mr. Ewing, of Washburn & Ewing, 
is now agent fo the Pioneer Express; Rutherford 
quitting to change his business." 

July 25, 1863. "W.R. Patten, of Humboldt City, 
issues posters to-day, announcing a daily stage line 
between Star and Humboldt - connecting at Star 
with the Unionville lines." 

"Turner's Reese River stage arrived here on 
Tuesday evening, having left Jacobsville and Aus
tin Monday morning, and stopping over night at 
Green Springs. Maj. A. W. Bee, of San Francisco, 
and Col. Jesse Williams, of Iowa, came as passen
gers .... " 
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August 1, 1863. "Brown & Kenyon have their 
route between Unionville and Red Bluff thoroughly 
stocked for regular trips, with passengers and light 
freight. They have four changes of stock. Come 
in 6 days, by way of Susanville. Board their pas
sengers, and bring them for $50, through .... " 

August 8, 1863. "Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express is 
soon to have an agency here, and [express] to be 
carried tri-weekly, on the Overland Mail Co.'s 
coaches. Maj. Gillan, the traveling agent, is here, 
arranging the business. With W.F. & Co. and 
Langton's Pioneer Express alternating, we will have 
daily communication with the inside world.'' 

October 3, 1863. "Drawn Off. Langton & Co. 
have quit staging and expressing between this and 
Vrrginia. Took their stock off Friday. This leaves 
us Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express, by Overland Mail 
co.'s stages. Don't know what arrangement has 
been made for carrying mail." 

December 1995 

for the present, we understand." 
"We have yet no mail arrangements since the 

withdrawal of Langton's stages .... Mails are still 
accumulating at Carson." 

October 24, 1863. "No Mail Yet. Tuns of mail 
matter accumulating at Carson for the postoffices 
in this county, and no way of getting it People 
here would willingly pay a round sum to be re
lieved of the suspense.... The overland mail com
pany, we understand refuses to carry unless pay is 
guaranteed. 

November 28, 1863. "Mail came on Saturday, 
halted at the lower end of town, half-mile from the 
postoffice, went onto Star, 12 miles off, laid up till 
Monday; Monday, 1 p.m., left Star, by same stage, 
came to lower town, stopped an hour or such a 
matter, unopened, and unopened returned to 
Carson, via Virginia That's the way they carry 
mail to us out here .... " 

October 17, 1863. "Langton & Co. contemplate December 12,1863. "The Mail. Under arrange
a return to the Humboldt route - running a pony ments between Postmaster Strong and Wells, Fargo 
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cover was to Eurkea, It originated in Austin, but a 
lighter Unionville Wells Fargo marking on the left. Was it sent to Unionville by mistake because of 
the word "Humboldt" in the address? There was much interest in a route to Red Bluff from the 
Humboldt mines, so perhaps it was routed to Eureka via Unionville. Courtesy of Jim Garnett. 
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The enclosure dates this cover to 1863. It was addressed to San Francisco and carried 
by Langton's Pioneer Express from Unionville collect. Courtesy of Jim Garnett. 

& Co., the mail will be carried by that company 
for the present, at 25 cents per pound .... " 

April 30, 1864. "Express to Jordan and Boise. 
Cutler, of Star City, is putting stock on the route to 
run express between the Humboldt towns and the 
Jordan Creek and Boise mines. Cutler has his eyes 
about him. This is the shortest route for all Cali
fornia and the Territory, and has an abundance of 
grass and water almost the entire distance." 

May 14, 1864. "Express to Jordan Creek and 
Boise. Cutler & Westerfield's express for the Jor
dan Creek and Boise mines left Wednesday morn
ing, and will be through in four days. They have 
twelve horses on the route, and make the trip with 
two riders. They make the trip weekly each way. 
The line and time are made as thus indicated: First 
day, from Star to Paradise Valley; 2d day, to 
Queen's River Branch; 3d, to Owyhee River; 4th, 
to Booneville, principal town on Jordan; 6th day, 
to Idaho City, capital of the Boise mines." 

May 21, 1864. "E. Lobenstein would respectfully 
announce that on and after this date he will run a 
Semi-Weekly Express from Star City, on the ar-

rival of the Humboldt Stage from Vrrginia, pas
sing through Santa Clara and Prince Royal... Ad
dress E. Lobenstein, at the office of Wells, Fargo 
& Co., Star City, or at Aronson & Galland's Store, 
Humboldt City." 

June 18, 1864. "Fast Freight and Passenger Line. 
George F. Nourse, of Chico, arrived at Star, 
Wednesday, six days from Chico, with one team. 
He came through light - 1 ,200 lbs. packages - with 
the purpose of making arrangements to run a 
weekly line from Chico to the Humboldt towns, 
carrying passengers and light freight ... " 

June 25, 1864. "A Tri-Weekly Pony. S.W. 
Langton called on us this week, being out to ar
range agencies and other matters, preparatory to 
entering upon the performance of the mail service 
for which he is under contract with the Govern
ment. He will run a pony line for the present, car
rying mail and express packages. Will afford later 
dates than we get at present; and expects, when 
times improve, to come in with passenger wag
ons. The Unionville agency is at Freeman's hotel; 
Star, at the Postoffice; and L.C. Pease is agent at 
Humboldt City." 

Page 13 



Western Express December 1995 

Sent by Sacramento merchants Locke & Lavenson. this cover went by Wells. Fargo & Co. to Carson 
City and then by Langton's Pioneer Express to Star City, where it was forwarded to its destination in 
Humboldt City. Courtesy of John Drew. 

July 9, 1864. "Langton's Pony comes tri-weekly 
now, bringing the mail and latest papers. The first 
arrived Tuesday, bringing Vrrginia papers of the 
preceding day." 

July 23, 1864. "The mail comes regularly to the 
Unionville postoffice. The carrier says it is 
promptly delivered at the office in Humboldt City. 
The postmaster at that place has a card in to-day's 
Register, in which he declares that the service is 
not performed, as we stated, in schedule time .... " 

"A Card. Humboldt City, July 17, 1864. Mr. W.J. 
Forbes. Dear Sir: 

Since the first day of July, inst., the mail by 
Langton's carrier has not, even in one instance, 
arrived at this office according to contract or sched
ule time, as may be seen by my monthly register 
of the arrival and departure of mails. And in every 
instance, as an agent of the P.O. Department, I have 
been governed strictly by the instructions of the 
Department respecting the receiving and sending 
out of our mail, regardless of the petty animosities 
unfortunately existing between the two sections 
east and west of this mountain range, which I, as a 
citizen of the county, feeling an interest in its unity, 
growth and prosperity, most heartily deprecate. 
And I trust the Postmasters at Star and Unionville 

I noticed a statement made in the last issue of have due respect for the interests and accommo
your paper (July 16) respecting the mail service, dations of their citizens and their own duties as 
concerning which, I believe you are mistaken. And, well as do I -- all agents of the P. 0. Department -
as I am a party directly interested, I trust you will for I believe them to be gentlemen of integrity and 
allow me to make the correction, as the trouble to good judgment. Doubtless none could have been 
which you make allusion, may be attributed to me; more annoyed by complaints of mail irregularities 
but not for a dereliction of duty on my part, as an than I have, yet to please others I have in no in
agent of the P.O. Department. And I had hoped stance transcended my duty as postmaster, although 
that no gentleman knowing the duties enjoined reports have been current to the contrary. And let 
upon. and made imperative to postmasters, would me add that the 'clockwork regularity' of which 
for a moment accuse such agents of uncivil acts you speak of having received your mails, can not 
when engaged in the full discharge of their duties. be said of its receipt at this place, at which the post-
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master is expected to be fully posted respecting 
the time of arrival and departure of the mails car
ried on contract let to S. W. Langton for carrying 
the mail overroute No. 15756; and I hope that be
fore you state that the mail is received according 
to contract or schedule time, or with clockwork 
regularity, you will examine the papers in this of
fice, which will ever be correct; and any time you 
may desire, by making it known, I will submit to 
you a correct statement of the arrival and depar
ture of the mails .... 

L.C. Pease, P.M. Humboldt City" 

August 13, 1864. "The Mails Again. The Devil is 
in the mail bags, once more - and we have had no 
mail for a week. What the trouble is this time, we 
can not tell you. Uncle Sam and Sam Langton, it 
is said, have arrived at a misunderstanding of some 
sort. ... " 

August 20, 1864. "Our Mail Irregularities. At 
length we have a full, and in part a very painful 
explanation of the recent disturbance in our mail 
arrangements. S. W. Langton, when out here, con
tracted with Murphy for the carrying service be-

) 
~,. 

~ 
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tween Murphy's station and this place, for the term 
of three months. Murphy carried for one month, 
and sent word to Langton that he would carry no 
longer - as the price would not pay. Langton re
ceived the notice on the day flXed by Murphy for 
his last trip - the 6th inst. He started in a sulky to 
come out. Between Carson and VIrginia, on the 
12th, he met with a most serious mishap- as will 
be seen be the following notice in the Enterprise 
of the 14th: 

A Sad Accident. Night before last, Mr. S.W. 
Langton, of Langton & Co.'s Express, while on 
his way to this city from Carson, met with a ter
rible accident. Just in the lower part of Silver City 
he attempted to pass an ox team loaded with lum
ber, when the brake of the ponderous vehicle caught 
the light sulky in which he was riding, and crowd
ing him against the bank crushed his vehicle and 
threw him under the wheels of the heavy ox wagon. 
His right leg dreadfully crushed below the knee, 
that it was found necessary to amputate it, and it 
was accordingly taken off just below the knee joint. 
His left leg was also somewhat injured, and he is 
very badly hurt in the groin. His head and face 
escaped without injury. After the accident he was 

Humboldt City, Nevada postmark on cover to Mokelumne Hill, California. This is probably 
statehood usage (after 1864), and the routing is not evident. Courtesy Jim Garnett. 
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This cover carried by Wells Fargo from Silver City to Star City N.T. probably dates to 1863. William 
F. Stevens, the addressee, was Justice of the Peace and ran a drug store in Star City, where he was also 
postmaster 1866-67. He moved to Winnemucca when the railroad arrived. Courtesy Jim Garnett. 

carried in a blanket to the Golden Gate Hotel, where 
the operation of amputating the crushed limb was 
performed ..... 

A letter from J.C. Langton informs us that un
til an agent of the Express can come here to re
organize the service he will have such arrange
ments with the Overland as will secure the prompt 
delivery of the mails .... " 

October 1, 1864. "Staging. We have been revel
ing in stage coaches, mud wagons and ore wag
ons, in the past three weeks. First discovery was, 
stage fare from Unionville to Viginia has been re
duced from fifty to forty dollars. Second discov
ery, that it costs ten dollars less to ride the 180 
miles from Austin to VIrginia, than to ride the 150 
miles from Unionville to VIrginia. Third discov
ery, that the Overland Mail Co. can not be depended 
upon for a ride beyond Stillwater .... " 

October 15, 1864. "When Langton & Co. quit 
carrying the mail to this county it began accumu
lating in Virginia, and all orders for its transporta
tion hither were for a time futile. At last some
thing gave way, and the postmasters of this place 

and Star were notified that by paying $70 to Wells, 
Fargo & Co. the mail would be got out by Tuesday 
night's stage. Rustlers started out, and Sunday 
evening an order went by telegraph to ship it Tues
day night a dozen bags of old papers and letters 
were landed here, and everybody got a letter. This 
county gets all its mails, as usual, by paying the 
Government postage and then employing Wells, 
Fargo & Co. to carry the bags." 

October 22, 1864. " .... the following dispatch 
comes from Governor Nye, by Capt. Burch .... 
'Carson,October22, 1864. W.J. Forbes. New con
tract just made with J .E. Ager and A. Curry for 
regular mail service to Humboldt. They will com
mence to take the mail on the 1st proximo, and 
regularly tri-weekly thereafter .... "' 

December 10, 1864. "Stages have come irregu
larly, by jerks, during the past two weeks. The 
roads out on the plains have been flooded, and 
Ager's line has been badly out of time." 

January 21, 1865. "After almost two years of var
ied annoyance and continual tribulation, we feel 
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safe, at las.t, in congratulating this community on 
the satisfactory adjustment of our mail troubles. 
The Overland Co. has bought the contract, and is 
delivering the mail tri-weekly." 

"W.A. Holcomb has for some months been 
acting Postmaster in this place. By last Tuesday's 
mail he received a commission constituting him 
Postmaster .... " 

March 4, 1865. "Star Items. By latest advices 
from Boise, I learn that McCommons, of the 
Humboldt Express company, and McGregor, 
started to look for some horses and never returned. 
Parties who have been in search of them since, re
port finding McGregor's remains; but no trace of 
McCommons. There is no doubt but what they 
have both been murdered by the Indians, who are 
very troublesome in that neighborhood. The 
Humboldt Express is still running, though not mak
ing its regular time, on account of the heavy storms; 
but will be all right again in a week or two .. " 

March 18, 1865. "Hill Beachy's Stage Line. A 
letter from Lance Nigh tin gill, then in Sacramento, 
notifies us of progress in the preparations for a line 
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of stages between Star City, in this county, and 
Boise City, Idaho. Lance is good authority; and 
he puts Hill Beachy up as 'a reliable man, who has 
means, and means business.' Beachy has 140 head 
of horses, 4 fine new coaches, or wagons, with a 
corresponding supply of harness and other mate
rial required, and was to start, about this date, for 
Humboldt; to stock the road for a tri-weekly line 
of stages between Star City and Boise." 

April 22, 1865. "Hill Beachy's Stages. Beachy 
arrived here Tuesday afternoon, bringing four 
coaches and a band of horses .... " 

June 3, 1865. "Hill Beachy is on his return from 
Montana, and his first stage of the regular weekly 
line will leave Star City for Montana at 4 a.m. of 
the 9th. Fare to Ruby City, $50. Beachy will run 
6-horse passenger wagons, and make good time." 

August 5, 1865. "Fast Freight and Slow Express. 
Our old friend and fellow-passenger to the higher 
side of this vale of tears - Frank Moyer - has put 
on an accommodation line of the sort, running be
tween Trinity-Arabia and VIrginia .... " 

Star City Wells, Fargo & Co. handstamp on cover to Mokelumne Hill, Cal., curiously bearing a 
Humboldt City return. The spelling on the handstamp is "Starr": there was much confusion by both 
the Post Office Department and Wells Fargo about the proper spelling, but the folks who lived there 
always spelled it "Star". Courtesy Jim Garnett. 
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This cover was actually placed in the mail in Humboldt City: on the left is a partial Hwnboldt City strike 
and a light notation "Overland Mail, Hwnboldt City, Sept. 28, 1864. It was transported to Star City 
where the bolder postmark and the star killers were applied before being sent east. Courtesy Jim Garnett. 

August 19, 1865. "Hill Beachy has stood subject 
for more newspaper items, this Summer, than any 
other man in the country.... only the Indians - the 
have beaten him, out of everything but his 
indominatable will. The last course of items was 
to the effect that Beachy was keeping hotel in 
Idaho. He is not. He passed through, the other 
day, for San Francisco .... " 

September 2, 1865. "M.P. Freeman has succeeded 
W.A. Holcomb, as agent for Wells, Fargo & Co.; 
and has removed to Ewing & Washburn's build
ing, on Main street" 

October 14, 1865. "In Humboldt county, since 
the commencement of Indian troubles, last Spring, 
the savages have killed 12 citizens and 3 soldiers, 
including the lamented Major McDermit. They 
have stolen 90 head of horses and about 600 head 
of cattle, and burnt 5 houses. The greatest pecuni
ary loss to our people has consisted in the neces
sary abandonment of nearly all the farms and out
side settlements .... the breaking up of the stage line 
between Star City and Idaho .... " 

December 23, 1865. "The Overland Mail Com
pany, encouraged by improved business on the 
Humboldt branch, has hauled off the miserable 
little hacks which were formerly run out here, and 
replaced them with excellent new coaches, which 
it is a real pleasure to ride in .... " 

January 27, 1866. "Mails and Communication .... 
Parties contracted, we are told, to carry a mail tri
weekly from Humboldt City to Boise for $140,000 
yearly, in greenbacks. It was a bilk by intention .... 
Wilson, of the Overland, says a contract would 
have been let to responsible parties, who would 
have put the mail hrough for fair pay - but these 
men proposed to do the work for so low a sum as 
to preclude competiton. That. probably, is the rea
son we have no regular mail service, as expected, 
carrying all the mail matter between California and 
Idaho. Wilson says the service can be properly 
performed for about two hundred thousand dol
lars." 

March 3, 1866. [ad] "Through by Daylight! Home 
Dispatch Line! E. Lobenstein will run his Pony 
Express regularly to and from the Principal 
Humboldt Towns! Leaving Star City at 7 a.m., 
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Saturday, Unionville at 1 p.m., Limerick at 5; will 
arrive at Etna and Oreana the same day. Return
ing, will leave the river every Sunday morning and 
reach Star City by Limerick and Unionville at about 
the same velocity. Letters and Light Parcels faith
fully delivered, at any point on my route, at a rea
sonable charge .... " 

December 29, 1866. "Postal Affairs. We find the 
Department advertising for proposals to carry a 
mail over the route now traveled by Beachey's 
Railroad Stage Line. The proposed service is a 
weekly, from Virginia, by the Humboldt towns to 
Boise City, Idaho. We have now a tri-weekly ser
vice on this road; and one of the most regular and 
efficient lines in the Country. Beachey has ridden 
down obstacles which would have appalled a man 
of less patience and energy, and has just got his 
arrangements perfected for the four years service 
which he has contracted to perform. From the day 
he first took hold to the present, not a trip has been 
missed, not an arrival but has been within contract 
time. In some places he has struggled hard through 
bad condition of roads; at times his stock has been 
killed and his men stampeded, by Indians; a team 
was once cut down on the road; the fault of the 
Government, which did not properly protect him; 
but none of these troubles served to excuse a non
arrival. When the Indians were bad, the drivers 
sometimes made even better time than the contract 
calls for. 

The tri-weekly has become a public necessity. 
The Railroad Line has made its time always, and 
makes a difference of several days, over dates by 
any other line connecting San Francisco and the 
Idaho towns. The Mullan service, from Chico, has 
proved an abortion - an utter failure. The arrivals 
at Owyhee were never regular, and never took as 
late dates, by several days, as the Owyhee people 
had already by the Humboldt route. The Railroad 
Line has come to be recognized as the only one 
for safe and speedy correspondence between San 
Francisco and the Northern mines. The mails are 
almost all carried this way now. Wells, Fargo & 
Co. intend dispatching their treasure by this route 
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in the Spring. The mails which were formerly sent 
scattering along the Chico route now come by the 
Railroad Line. The same is true of all the vast 
mining country north of us. What is the fair con
clusion from this view of facts? Is it wise, fair, to 
reduce the service to a weekly? Would it not rather 
seem a simple dictation of business judgment to 
raise it to a daily? 

Gen. Bidwell did all in his power to make travel 
and the mails go around by his farm. We do not 
blame him. It is a fine place, and if properly situ
ated would become a famous place. It is not on 
the route which Nature and common sense select 
for speedy communication between the water and 
this mining region. Chico must look in different 
direction for tribute. We do blame Bidwell, though, 
if, despairing of building up a business on the Chico 
route, he is at work to tear down the business which 
has sprung up on our route. He may make some 
friends about Chico by such a course, and yet it 
may cost him his re-election -- for the business 
community of California demands the encourage
ment of the Railroad Stage Line. The stages will 
run as often as tri-weekly, anyhow-- probably daily 
-- mail or no mail -- but we settlers on the borders 
have rights; we have a right to send our letters, 
where hundreds are to be sent each day, to send 
them for the three cent stamp -- as do our fellow 
citizens in the more favored States .... " 

January 26, 1867. "A Mail rider on the Chico 
and Idaho road, about 3 weeks ago, started from 
Trout Creek to Pueblo station, a distance of 20 
miles, and has not been heard from since. The 
soldiers from Camp McGarry have scoured the 
country between the two stations, but no trace of 
the missing man has been found. Without doubt, 
some of the 'friendly' Indians in that section came 
upon him." 

March 2, 1867. "NO MAIL! -still this is the cry. 
It is generally understood that there was a tri
weekly mail route established from Vrrginia City, 
Nevada, to Boise City, Idaho, via Unionville, Star 
City and Dun Glen. This may be so, but for sev-
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eral weeks past it could not be proven by the mail 
itself. For some time back it appears to be a kind 
of tri-monthly arrangement, and don't succeed well 
at that, although the stage comes regularly. You 
need not tell us, gentlemen, that deep snow on the 
Sierra Nevada mountains is the cause of this shame
ful delay in our mails from Virginia and Carson. 
Somebody below is badly in need of reconstruc
tion. We are of opinion that if the U.S. Mail Agent 
would take a trip from the Postoffice at Virginia to 
Hunter's Station, he would find several screws 
loose, and find at least a ton of mail matter that 
has failed to reach its destination from gross neg
ligence. We understand Hill Beachey will be down 
on the next stage, and undoubtedly he will take 
measures to rectify this irregularity." 

March 23, 1867. "Railroad Stage Line. Hill 
Beachey is making extensive preparations for the 
accommodation of the Spring travel to Humboldt 
and the Northern mines. The tide of travel is al
ready setting in. The small four-horse coaches, 
which he as compelled to use on the bad roads 
during the Winter, will be hauled off and their place 
supplied with new six-horse coaches. He is stock
ing his line with fine horses, and in such number 
as to be able to make changes every ten or twelve 
miles. His competitor, the Chico line, proved to 
be a miserable abortion. It made a few trips dur
ing last Summer, but was compelled to cry hold, 
enough! From its big pretensions in the start, with 
the Hon. John Bidwell to back it, it soon dwindled 
down to a pony mail line. After two or three trips 
even the pony weakened. There is no use bucking 
against Beachey .... " 

May 11, 1867. "High Water in the Humboldt. The 
Humboldt river is now higher than it has been since 
1862, causing considerable damage to farmers and 
ranchmen along its course. The French bridge has 
been carried away, seriously deranging the trips of 
the Railroad Stage Line to Idaho. There is no ferry 
boat at that place, and passengers and mail matter 
are carried across in small skiffs, and the horses 
are made to swim across at great risk both to horses 
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and drivers, but so far no accidents have occurred." 
[issue of May 18 amends this; says the bridge stands, ap
proaches were flooded] 

"Mail to Idaho. The Postmaster of Sacramento, 
California, George Rowland, has received the fol
lowing communication: 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 
CONTRACf OFFICE 
WASHINGTON, March 25, 1867 

George Rowland, Postmaster, 
Sacramento, California 
Dear Sir: I am instructed by the Department to 
advise you that the tri-weekly mail service to Boise 
City, via Chico, has been discontinued. All through 
matter from California for Idaho should go via 
Central Pacific Railroad and Hunter's Station. 
Please give this matter your attention. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Quincy A. Brooks 
Special Agent Post Office Dept." 

June 8, 1867. "Wells Fargo & Co. This company 
has opened an office at Dun Glen and appointed 
M. Clayburgh their agent. He has fitted him up a 
nice office and is now prepared to receive bullion 
for shipment, or anything else in the express line. 
This office was greatly needed at Dun Glen. It 
was heretofore a great inconvenience and a source 
of annoyance for the miners there to go to Star 
City or Unionville to make their shipments." 

June 15, 1867. [ad] "M.P. Freeman- Agent for 
Wells, Fargo & Co., Hill Beachey's Railroad Stage 
Line, Telegraph Operator, and Postmaster. Office, 
No. 12 Main Street." 

June 22, 1867. [Comment on column entitled 
"A Screw Loose" in the Owyhee Avalanche.] 

"That's what we say. Somebody is guilty of a 
very gross negligence. Every week we hear com
plaints from our subscribers in this county, directly 
on the stage line, that their papers do not reach 
them. A letter mailed at Dun Glen, two weeks ago, 
for this office has not yet arrived. A letter from 
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Cover from Wyoming, Rhode Island addressed to Lancaster, Nevada. which never had a post office. The 
Humboldt City manuscript is a transit marking. and it may have reached the addressee in Dun Glen. 
Lancaster lived briefly as a town on the west bank of Humboldt River above Mill City, and received a 
handful of votes for the Humboldt County seat in 1864. Dun Glen was a very active mining town at this 
time, locatedin the mountains about eight miles east of Mill City. Courtesy Jim Garnett. 

Oreana got in four days after the date of post- is wholly unacquainted with the lay-out of the 
mark .... " county and mail routes, or does not understand his 

business. We shall very soon view out the road up 
June 29, 1867. "Paradise Valley Correspon- Martin Creek and on to Idaho, and endeavor to get 
dence .... Substantial and more comfortable houses the mail back this way again." 
will soon be erected. There are ten families resid-
ing here, and we should like to have more.... We July 13, 1867. "The Mails. Ever since Hill 
are very much annoyed by the non-receipt of our Beachey changed his main line of stages to the west 
regular mail matter, especially papers, which came side of Humboldt mountain, there has been a great 
very regular before Hill Beachey changed the mail irregularity in the Humboldt mails, and, at times, 
route from Willow Point, in Paradise Valley, via mail matter has been carried through to Idaho .... 
Thacker's Ferry on the west side of the mountain The general impresssion seemed to be that the fault 
to Silver City. Since the change I have failed to was at the Oreana office, as that was the distribut
receive my California papers altogether. The fault ing office for the Humboldt mail. We are in re
lies where the mail is distributed for Unionville, ceipt of a communication from Dave Weaver, dated 
Dun Glen, Winnemucca and Willow Point. All at Oreana, stoutly denying the charge that the blame 
mail matter for Paradise Valley, Abel's Station, should be attributed to that office .... " 
Scottville, and Pierce's Store should come to Wil-
low Point via Unionville and Dun Glen. If our December 7, 1867. "Promoted. We learn that 
mail matter is sent via Thackers, it goes on to Idaho our friend, A.D. Cutler, who has long been in the 
and we never see it, for it never returns. The per- employ of Hill Beachey, on the stage line, has been 
son who should separate our mail matter must evi- appointed Division Agent of the route between Dun 
dently be extremely obtuse in comprehension, or Glen and Hunter's Station." 
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December 14, 1867. "We are glad to see that our 
accommodating friend Frank Kergan, alias three
fingered Jack, has been promoted. He drives the 
finest team and handsomest span of bays in the 
county, and on alternate days conveys the mail to 
and from Unionville and Oreana, with dispatch .... " 

December 28,1867. "Failed to Connect. We are 
without any mail from below since Tuesday night, 
owing to the effect of the stonn on the country 
below. We have had but one mail from California 
for more than a week and fear the railroad over the 
mountains has been seriously damaged .... " 

January 4, 1868. "One Mail a Week. The stages 
come and depart regularly, but fail to bring any 
mail matter from the direction of California. The 
difficulty seems to be on the Truckee, which has 
overspread its bottom lands .... " 

January 11, 1868. "Inexcusable Neglect. The 
stages passing up this week have carried heavy 
mails and express matter for the North, but with 
the exception of one mail-bag on Monday, this 
county has been most shamefully neglected. If no 
mail or express matter could reach here owing to 
the condition of the roads, we would bear our ills 

) 
J 
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with becoming resignation, but when the stage line 
can manage to carry a large northern mail through 
our town, we are out of patience with the oft re
peated cry of no mail for Unionville. This care
less or willful neglect occurs at Virginia City, or at 
Hunter's, as there are no other Postoffices on the 
route from here to VIrginia City." 

February 8, 1868. "Sleighing still lovely .... 
Beachey's stage line making fine time from 
Hunter's through to Idaho.... sleighing is vastly 
preferable to traveling in coaches." 

February 15, 1868. "The Railroad Stage Line is 
now carrying a very large amount of freight for 
Wells, Fargo & Co. to the upper country .... " 

February 22, 1868. "Sleighing Ended. The foot 
hills are becoming bare of snow again, and Charley 
Combs is forced to abandon his sleighs and take to 
the coaches again. The stages now arrive late, 
owing to heavy loads and much mud .... " 

February 29, 1868. "Railroad Stage Line. The 
irrepressible Superintendent of this well conducted 
stage line, Charley Combs, is making the mud fly 
between Hunter's and Idaho .... " 

, I " 

Wells Fargo cover with Unionville handstamp, to Mokelumne Hill, Cal. Courtesy Jim Garnett. 
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March 28, 1868. "Behind Tune. The last two 
trips from below, Hill Beachey's stage came in late 
with horses much jaded and driver worn out. On 
inquiring as to the cause, we learned that several 
thousand copies of Bill Stewart's speeches were 
on board - an everage of six copies for each man 
woman and child, and three for each Piute in the 
county." 

"The Railroad Stage Line. Hill Beachey's fa
mous stage line is winning golden opinions from 
the traveling public. Its trips and connections are 
made with the regularity of clock work and the 
certainty of fate. We passed over the line a few 
days ago, and are now prepared to add our testi
mony to the general public voice in its commen
dation.... The stages are now passing up each trip 
with a full compliment of passengers, and carry
ing down large amounts of bullion." 

April 25, 1868. "Change of Time. During the 
past Winter the stages on the Railroad Stage Line 
have laid over in Unionville at night, but in order 
to increase the speed and shorten the time between 
Hunter's and Silver City, hereafter they will pass 
directly through, making but one stop over night 
on the route, which will be at Winnemucca for the 
present, or until the high water goes down at that 
place so as to enable the coaches to cross - mail 
matter and passengers now being carried over in a 
small boat. The stages now go crowded with 
passengers and fast freight ..... " 

June 13, 1868. "We are pained to hear that our 
friend Charley Combs. Superintendent of Hill 
Beachey's stage line, has met with an accident ... 
One day last week, near Camp McDermit, he was 
thrown from a horse and had one bone of his right 
leg fractured above the ankle .... " 

August 1, 1868. "Charley Combs has resigned 
his position as General Superintendent of Hill 
Beachey's stage line." 

August 15, 1868. "We have had but one mail from 
Virginia City in eight days, and as all our mail 
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matter from the East and California comes through 
that office we have, as a consequence, been almost 
without mail for that length of time. The Sacra
mento Daily Union, however, has continued to 
make its solitary appeareance on the arrival of each 
stage ..... " 

"Hill Beachey's stages are now connecting with 
the cars at Brown's Station, on the west side of 
Humboldt Lake. The cars from Sacramento now 
reach that point about nine o'clock in the evening, 
which brings us within thirty hours of Sacramento." 

August 22, 1868. "We understand arrangements 
are being made by the Railroad Stage Line to put 
on daily coaches to run between the end of the rail
road and Idaho. The business of the road is in
creasing so rapidly .... " 

"Mail Contract. We understand James Hager 
has taken the contract to carry the mail from Mill 
City to Dun Glen, Star City and Unionville, to be
gin as soon as the stage makes the connection with 
the railroad above here." 

"BIG LOAD. Beachey's stage went down 
Thursday night with seventeen passengers, two 
Express messengers, and the driver, twenty per
son in all, stowed on a single coach; and in addi
tion it also carried a very large amount of bullion, 
worth $100,000. This line is making more clear 
money than all the stage lines west of the Rocky 
Mountains. Its owner is deserving of his great suc
cess." 

August 29, 1868. "James Hager is getting in readi
ness some new covered express wagons, to put on 
between Unionville and the railroad depot at Mill 
City. He will carry passengers, express and mail 
matter ..... " 

"William S. Sargent, the youthful and accom
plished agent of Wells, Fargo & Co., at Star City, 
has been promoted to new fields and pastures 
green. We learn that he has been appointed to take 
charge of the Company's office at Winnemucca, 
which will be a very important and lucrative posi
tion when that young and ambitious city becomes 
the depot, as it will be for the Idaho trade .... " 
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In one oft he few known early photographs of Unionville, Christian Lark is shown standing in from the the Wells, Fargo 
& Co. Express office. The Danish-born Lark was one of Unionville's earliest residents, and was Wells Fargo agent in 
the early 1870s, when this photo was probably taken. Courtesy Nevada Historical Society. 

September 5, 1868. "From the Cars to Unionville. 
James Hager & Co. have the contract to deliver 
the mails to Dun Glen, Star City and this town from 
the railroad at Mill City, and commenced running 
last Tuesday. Their coaches are new and commo
dious, and the schedule time from Mill City to 
Unionville, a distance of twenty miles, is two hours 
and a half ..... " 

September 26, 1868. "Accommodation Stage 
Line. Curtis & Co., proprietors of the Toll Road 
House, between Winnemucca and Paradise Valley, 
have put on a line of stages for the accommoda
tion of the traveling public, to run between 
Scottsville and the present railroad terminus .... " 

"Change of Time. On and after Sunday next, 
Hager's stages, between Unionville and Mill City, 
will leave here at two o'clock p.m. to connect with 
the evening train for Sacramento .... " 

"Capt. C.C. Warner, Postmaster at Virginia 
City, called upon us yesterday. He is making our 
county a visit in connection with the Pacific Union 
Express Company, for which he is agent at VIr
ginia City. It is his intention to establish offices at 
all the principal points in the county." 

October 10, 1868. "Winnemucca Correspon
dence ..... The Register has not come to this place 
for the last two weeks. Why is this? It is mailed 
regularly at the Unionville postoffice as I learn, or 
at least deposited in that office, whether it is mailed 
or not. Why we can not get our mail matter from 
your town can be accounted for only upon the hy
pothesis that some of Uncle Sam's agents are crimi
nally negligent in our mail arrangements .... " 

"DISCONTINUED. By a circular addressed to 
T.A. Freeman, postmaster at this place, we learn 
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that the postoffice at Star City has been discontin
ued, and all the property of that office ordered to 
be turned over to the office at this place. The mail 
bag for Star City will hereafter be brought to 
Unionville and the mail matter distributed here." 

October 17,1868. "Accommodation Stage Line. 
The well-known and popular stage men, Hager and 
Combs, are doing a lively business in carrying pas
sengers and fast freight to and from Mill City de
pot on the railroad." 

October 31, 1868. "Curtis & Company's Accom
modation Stage Line. This institution, which car
ries passengers and things from Winnemucca to 
Scottsville, is in a flourishing condition .... " 

November 7, 1868. "H. H. McColly has our thanks 
for a large trout, caught in Quin's river and for
warded by express .... " 

December 12, 1868. "The Mails Again. We are 
in receipt of a letter from Capt. Comins, Postmas
ter at Dun Glen, complaining that although the 
stage makes regular daily trips to and from Dun 
Glen to Mill City, yet they get but two or three 
mails in a week from this place .... " 

December 9, 1868. "Pacific Union Express Com
pany. Jas. Spence, merchant, has been appointed 
Agent of the Pacific Union Express Company at 
this place. The office will be in his store on Main 
street .... " 

"Hill Beachey in Luck. It is reported that Hill 
Beachey has made a sale of his interest in the 
Golden Chariot mine, at Silver City, Idaho, for 
$300,000.. .. Beachey put on the first through line 
of stages from VIrginia City to Idaho, and the frrst 
year had all his stock stolen, his stations broken 
up, and many of his hired men killed by the Indi
ans, and was forced to abandon the line. Not dis
couraged, however, he restocked he road, and for 
two years literally fought his way through a belt of 
200 miles of hostile Indian country, his stages be
ing frequently attacked.... Beachey has an army 
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of friends who will rejoice at his success." 

December 26, 1868. "Hager & Combs ... have 
struck it big in a monopoly of the passenger and 
fast freight business between Unionville and Mill 
City. Their stage is like a Broadway omnibus -
there is always room for one more." 

February 20, 1869. "Winnemucca Correspon
dence ... The Pacific Union Express Company sent 
forward yesterday 56 pounds of express letters that 
had accumulated on the mountain during the re
cent blockade, for Elko and White Pine." 

March 6, 1869. "Charley Combs left us a week 
ago, and is now Division Superintendent of Hill 
Beachey's Railroad Stage Line .... " 

The HumboldtReiister suspended publication 
in Unionville on May 29,1869. It started up again 
in October, publishing from Winnemucca. At this 
time Winnemucca was trying to capture the county 
seat, which probably had a lot to do with why the 
paper relocated. U nionvil/e retained the county 
seat in that Fall's election, amidst charges of im
propriety, but lost it five years later by act of the 
Nevada Legislature, without a vote of the people. 

If you wish to know more about the growth and 
decline of the mining camps covered by this news
paper, see The Humboldt Ran~e. 19th Century 
Minini Camps, by Alan H. Patera, published as 
Western Places Vol. 4 #2, November 1995. 
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DOBLE, SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 
by Lewis Garrett 

In November 1873 a major gold discovery was 
made by Barney and Charlie Carter near what is 
now called Big Bear Lake, in the San Bernardino 
Mountains of California. During the next year, at 
what later would be called Gold Mountain, the 
town of Bairdstown housed hundreds of miners 
and a supporting community. Named for its 
founder, Samuel Baird, Bairdstown had a short
lived post office in 187 4, but no cover is known to 
have survived from that office. 

Elias Jackson "Lucky" Baldwin (1828-1909) 
became a multi-millionaire with his Ophir mine 
tapping the Comstock lode at Vrrginia City, Ne
vada. Playing the role of fiancier in 1874, he de
cided to parlay his Comstock fortune into a bigger 
one by investing in a huge Gold Mountain mining 
venture. He moved from his mansion in San Fran
cisco to his Rancho Santa Anita in Southern Cali
fornia to supervise his new financial adventure. 

Budd Doble had been Baldwin's star jockey, 
winning many large stakes for his boss. He was a 
handsome young man, and he married Baldwin's 

oldest daughter, Clara. In 1886 Doble was made 
manager of Baldwin's mining interests at Gold 
Mountain, and in 1893 he entered into an arrange
ment with Baldwin (even though he had been di
vorced by Clara), to partly own and operate the 
mine as president of the Doble Mill and Mining 
Company. 

In 1900 Doble decided a post office was needed 
near the mining camp. In the site location report 
filed with the application for the post office, dated 
June 27, 1900, he asked that the office be named 
"Baldwin". He estimated the population of the 
camp from 100 to 150. However, the Post Office 
Department denied the Baldwin name; the reason 
the the refusal is unknown, for prior to that date 
there had never been a California post office using 
that name. As a second choice of name, Charles 
L. Metzgar -- who became the first postmaster -
asked for and received the name "Doble". The post 
office was authorized on July 27, 1900. 

With the post office named Doble, the mining 
camp also adopted the name, and Budd found him-
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Geographic site location report showing the proposal to move the office two miles north and 
rename it "Cactus Flat". The request was denied and the office was closed. Or was it? 
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Map showing the location of Doble and Cactus Flat, just north of Baldwin Lake 
in San Bernardino National Forest, California. 
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A real photo post card showing the remnants of Doble in 1950. 

self a temporary kingpin. The camp then consisted 
of about 25 wooden buildings and a major mining 
facility. But by 1902 the mine was becoming a 
financial disaster; Doble lost interest and had little 
if any further connection with it There was a brief 
revival under the direction of J.R. DeLaMar, but 
by 1905 when no "mother lode" had been found, 
the mine was virtually abandoned. 

James Cloy "Cactus Jim" Johnston, a well 
known local miner and minor entrepreneur (for 
whom nearby Johnston Grade was named), was 
postmaster of Doble from 1904. Johnston evi
dently learned that the post office was to be closed. 
As postmaster, he filed a request dated August 18, 
1905, asking the Post Office Department for a 
change of name and location of the office. He 
asked it be moved two miles north, which was 
where Johnston's Cactus Flat ranch operated in 
Lone Valley. The request was refused, and postal 
records show that Doble closed August 31, 1906. 

While working on an article that became Postal 
History of San Bernardino County (published in 

1982 as a quarterly of the San Bernardino Museum 
Association), I was given information by mining 
historian Donald Fife and others that the Doble post 
office in fact did not close as shown by the postal 
records, but continued to operate for some time in 
Lone Valley with Cactus Jim running it at his ranch. 
A post card I obtained was addressed to "A.G. 
Watts, Lone Valley Doble post office." The card 
had been mailed from Redlands on July 28, 1906, 
and the front bears the receiving stamp of Doble. 
Lone Valley had been one of the names of a local 
mining district from 1873. The name now has been 
largely forgotten, but in 1990 the U.S. Board of 
Geographic Names, in its decision in list #8904, 
confirmed it as the name of the valley. 

This post card thus adds to the belief that the 
office in fact operated -- perhaps extra-legally -
in Lone Valley, both prior to and after the dates 
shown in the Post Office Department records. This 
unusual operation raises a question as to how many 
time such unauthorized changes may have occurred 
at other offices. 
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Two Covers and the Ebbetts Pass Route 
by Dale Wilson 

In 1865 a toll road was completed eastward 
from the Calaveras Big Trees, in Calaveras 
County, California, that went over the Sierra 
crest at Ebbetts Pass and down to the town of 
Silver Mountain, in recently created Alpine 
County. Daily stages on the new road carried 
passengers and mail during the months the road 
was free from snow. 

This story is about two covers from the late 
1860s that traveled that road. They are believed 
to have contained exchange correspondence be
tween Mr. J.A. Owens in Silver Mountain on the 
east and his wife in the Sierra foothill town of 
Copperopolis. It is unusual that the two covers 
were recently reunited, as they were obtained in 
separate transactions from wide separated 
sources, and only recognized as related to each 
other when compared side by side. This coinci-

Ebbetts Pass Route 

dence prompted further study of the route and 
some of the people and events of the time. 

Development of the trans-Sierra road 
prior to the mail route 

The Ebbetts Pass road across the Sierra de
veloped from both west and east in the period 
1848-1865. The rich mining district in the Si
erra foothills included Murphy's Camp, Angel's 
Camp, Vallecito and Douglas Flat, which along 
with other locations were discovered and first 
mined in mid-1848 and early 1849. Some of 
the discovery parties who came to this part of 
the Mother Lode in the summer of 1848 have 
left their names in present towns and landscape 
features. These include the Murphy brothers, 
James Carson and George Angel. These early 
parties had fanned out eastward from Stockton 

TO TAHOE: 

ALPINE COUNTY 

CALAVERAS COUNTY 

EB8ETTS PASS <HIGHWAY 4) 

LEGE. NO 
OLD EWtGAAHT ROAD 
SECCHOAAY ROAD 
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and southeastward from Sacramento in the pre
Gold Rush of 1848. The hordes of argonauts 
arrived later in 1849 by sea to San Francisco, or 
by the overland route. They crowded into these 
developing camps, giving rise to freight and 
stage roads to serve them. The east-west road 
from Stockton to the mines was the progenitor 
of our modern Route 4, passing through Angel's 
Camp before climbing up to Murphy's. A north
south route developed through Angel's Camp, 
connecting to the camps in other watersheds. 
This road is today known as Highway 49. 

In April of 1850 John Ebbetts lead a group 
of prospectors over the Sierra Crest by way of 
the pass later to bear his name, probably follow
ing an Indian trail. In later years emigrant par
ties followed what was mainly a pack trail south 
from Hope Valley on the Carson Pass route, 
through Faith and Charity valleys, by the Blue 
Lakes, and over Border Ruffian Pass into Her
mit Valley, at the head of the Mokelumne River. 
They then continued westward, climbing to Pa
cific Summit and then along the ridge to the 
north of the North Fork of Stansislaus River. 
This brought them down to Murphy's and the 
other gold camps of this area that had gained 
such a glowing reputation. 

The miners at Murphys needed water to de
velop their claims. In 1851 a number of them 
joined together to form the Union Water Com
pany, with a plan to obtain water from the 
Stansislaus River some 15 miles east of 
Murphys. A long ditch with trestle flumes over 
intervening canyons was required, and an im
proved road was built eastward to serve the con
struction camp and lumber mill that was built to 
supply timbers for the flume. 

In the Spring of 1852, A. T. Dowd, a hunter 
supplying meat to one of the Union Water Com
pany camps, made the effective discovery of the 
Calaveras Big Trees North Grove. This grove 
quickly became a major destination for visitors 
as the fame of the giant sequoias spread world 
wide. A good wagon road extended to the grove 
by 1855, with Murphys as the point of entry. In 
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that year parties pushed out from several of the 
Gold Rush foothill towns in order to find and 
promote a "best" wagon road over the Sierras, 
with reports to be made to S.H. Marlette, Sur
veyor General for the State of California. The 
report on the Calaveras route, explored in Au
gust 1855, was published in the 1856 Assembly 
Proceedings. It indicated that a wagon road ex
isted extending eastward from the Big Trees to 
Big Meadows (near the present eastern bound
ary of Calaveras County), improved sufficiently 
to permit the hauling of a ton of hay without 
difficulty. Haying was in progress to supply the 
ox power teams at the saw mills, and at the ho
tel stables at the Big Trees. The party explored 
east and north to evaluate the road building pos
sibilities to connect with the Carson Emigrant 
Road in Hope Valley by the route previously 
described. Their glowing report was typical of 
the reports submitted, leading one to believe the 
route was largely a chain of gradually ascend
ing and descending lush meadows, with few 
obstacles to overcome. 

There were extensive meadows on the route 
up from Murphys, and they probably were lush 
in 1855 prior to the destructive years of sheep 
raising that followed. However, one walking 
portions of the route today would have difficulty 
believing they were on the same ground de
scribed in 1855, as they scrambled around boul
ders and over exposed granite. The Calaveras 
Route report emphasized such statements as 
"Some of the gooseberries were as large as a 
pigeon's egg and of the most excellent flavor and 
so abundant that we could have gathered a bushel 
each in two hours.", while avoiding any men
tion of the heavy lifting necessary to build the 
road. After all, their job was to promote the route 
as the "best" in relation to competing reports 
from other communities that wanted the traffic 
to pass their way. 

Based on the road report, the first Big Trees 
Road (as it was called) was built along the route 
of the old emigrant trail. Funds were raised lo
cally to promote the road, and a contract was let 
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to two men from Murphy's. They started the 
work in June 1856 and announced the road com
pleted and ready for travel in August of the same 
year, over the entire distance from Big Trees to 
the Carson Valley, in Nevada. The speed of 
completion indicates it was at best a "lick and a 
promise" job over the lengthy route. Neverthe
less, considerable immigration to California 
during the remainder of 1856 and the Spring of 
1857 came over this road. The route was nearly 
deserted in the late 1850s, as a better and more 
nearly all-year access over the Sierra to the 
Southern mines was developed on the Placerville 
road, and the foothills roads were improved. 

A revival of use was in the offing, but from 
west to east. In 1858 Scandinavian miners be
gan prospecting for silver along Silver Creek in 
the upper Carson River watershed, east of Her
mit Valley and over the pass. By 1862 a town 
named Kongsburg had grown along the creek. 

December 1995 

In 1863 it had a population of between 2,000 
and 3,000. The name was changed from 
Kongsberg to Silver Mountain City in that year, 
but the post office was established as Konigsberg 
and later changed to Silver Mountain, which 
name then came into general usage. 

William H. Brewer, assistant to Professor 
Josiah D. Whitney, of the Whitney Survey, re
ported in his journal for August 13, 1863, "Re
cent reputed discoveries of silver ore at Silver 
Mountain, just east of the crest on the headwa
ters of the Carson River near Ebbetts Pass have 
caused much excitement. An old emigrant road 
over the mountains, via the Big Trees, runs 
within ten or twelve miles of it and now sud
denly travel is pouring over this route. A stage 
runs part of the way, until the road becomes very 
rough, then a saddle train with a few pack ani
mals takes the passengers and their luggage to 
the promised land. At Silver Valley the stages 

Looking west at the town of Silver Mountain, probably in 1867. The large building in the fore
ground still stands in Markleeville. Courtesy Alpine County Historical Society. 
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stop and the saddle train starts ..... 
We arrive by trail for the wagon road is left 

many miles back. As we descend the canyon 
from the summit, suddenly a bright new town 
bursts into view. There are perhaps 40 houses, 
all new (but a few weeks old) and as bright as 
new fresh lumber, which but a month or two ago 
was in the trees, can make them." 

By 1864 Silver Mountain had a post office, 
a telegraph connection to Genoa, and a Wells 
Fargo office. Since it was the only town of any 
size, it was made the county seat of Alpine 
County when it was created on March 16, 1864. 
Territory for the new county was carved from 
the eastern portions of El Dorado, Amador. 
Calaveras, and Tuolumne counties, and a north
em piece of Mono County. This action was taken 
by the Legislature following petition and cam
paign by residents, arguing that they could not 

December 1995 

--... _ ... - . ...... . ..... ... .. ........ .. ... ......... . ...... . ...... . .~ .. ---··- . - · -·- . ......... . 
.. # ... - ......... _ .. .. ., .. _,_ ........ ... . 
~~\-~ . [ ~~f:i~;-~ 

~i:.: l ~~:. 1 
:.':!;.·. : ::.;-- ·"' '; 
:,:::... :: ::::..·:-·- : 
~==·:;:... :: :-:~.~~-... .. . ; 
~~:~~=- . ; ~!: :~~!.: . ~ 
E:=f~:.-._i:::= .. : 

reach or communicate with their respective 
county seats during a great part of the year, be
cause of snow closing the roads. 

With the growth of Nevada's Comstock 
mines and this new activity along Silver Creek, 
investors in Murphys saw potential for a toll road 
to serve an increased commercial traffic to and 
from the mines. In 1862 a company of men from 
Murphys were granted a franchise to build and 
maintain a turnpike road from the Big Trees to 
the eastern boundary of the State by the Legis
lature. They were given the right to collect tolls 
for 25 years at rates determined annually by the 
Calaveras Board of Supervisors. The roadwork 
was to commence within six months and be 
compled within two years, and kept ope~ at least 
six months each year. Black powder was used 
for blasting, and great quantities was packed on 
mules. Original improvements were made east 
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to Hermit Valley, from there following the gen
eral route of the old emigrant road to join the 
Placerville and Carson Pass roads in Hope Val
ley. 

However, with the rapid growth of Silver 
Mountain and Monitor and other mining camps 
further east, a new eastern leg of the toll road 
was built. The route was down the north side of 
Silver Creek Canyon east of Ebbetts Pass. At 
Silver Mountain the Big Trees and Silver Moun
tain Toll Road connected with toll roads rapidly 
being improved by other to gain access to Carson 
Valley. 

Even wjth a secondary financing the origi
nal company ran into financial difficulties. Un
able to finish the road, they entered into an agree
ment in May 1864 with Harvey S. Blood and 
Jonathan C. Curtis of Bear Valley to take over 
the road. They were to finish the road from Bear 
Valley to Silver Mountain, maintain the road, 
pay the taxes, collect the tolls, and repay them
selves with interest for what they had expended 
on the road. The agreement was to last five 
years; however, Blood continued to keep the road 
in repair and collect tolls at the Bear Valley Sta
tion until 1887 under the original franchise. 

The Mail Route over Ebbetts Pass 
The Monitor Gazette of April 22, 1865 un

der the heading of "Mail Facilities" stated as 
follows: "At last we have a mail route estab
lished through Alpine County from Murphys on 
the Big Tree Road via Silver Mountain, 
Centerville, Mt. Bullion, Diamond Hill, 
Markleeville, Cary's Mill and Fredericksburg to 
Genoa." Residents of Silver Mountain were as
sured "that their new mail route would be in 
motion by the 1st of May. This notice agrees 
well with Salley's listing for the post office at 
Silver Mountain, which shows it as a name 
change from Konigsberg on March 28, 1865. 
Konigsberg post office had been established on 
May 13, 1863 during the rapid build-up of the 
community. 

Since the Carey's Mill post office was estab-
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lished in 1858, and Markleeville post office 
opened in 1863, it can be assumed that contract 
mail from Konigberg was carried north to 
Carey's Mill prior to the spring of 1865, and sent 
east or west from there along the Placerville
Carson Valley road. 

Even after the establishment of the trans-Si
erra mail route between Silver Mountain and 
Murphys, mail could be moved by stage on the 
westward route only in the snow-free summer 
months. When the stage could not travel in the 
alpine parts of the route, it dropped off its pas
sengers and mail in Bear Valley, and the balance 
of the trip was made on horseback. T.J. Matteson 
had the first contract to carry mail to Silver 
Mountain from Calaveras County. It is else
where stated as "to Carson Valley", but the con
tract apparently stopped at Silver Mountain, as 
the Alpine Chronicle of April 23, 1864 states: 
"Pioneer Line, Genoa to Silver Mountain, Gelatt 
and Moore's line of four horse Concord coaches 
leave Genoa daily on the arrival of the Pioneer 
& Esmeralda Company's stages, for Silver 
Mountain via VanSickle's, Woodford, 
Markleeville, Harrisburg, Mt. Bullion, Monitor 
& Mogul.... Returning arrives Genoa connect
ing with the Pioneer and Esmeralda stages for 
all parts of California & Nevada Territory." 

The Pacific Coast Business Directory for 
1867 lists under business listings for Silver 
Mountain "Matteson and Garland - stage line to 
Murphys via Big Trees." The listings also in
clude "Gelatt and Moore, Stage line to Genoa, 
Nevada," so apparently the two stage lines met 
there, each carrying mail from opposite direc
tions in 1867. 

The 1869 issue of Bancroft's Guide to Stage 
and Steam Navigation in the United States lists 
the Carson City and Silver Mountain - Alpine 
Stage Line, with General Agent H.D. Gelatt in 
Carson City and agent D.C. Riddell in Silver 
Mountain with a travel time of nine hours for 
the 54 miles at a fare of $10.00. The Matteson 
& Garland firm continued as in 1867. 

Around 1868 mining in Alpine County went 
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into decline, and most of the popula
tion was lured away to more promising 
mining areas. The population of Sil
ver Mountain City plummeted from a 
peak of 2,500 in 1864 to only 200 at 
the end of 1868. When silver was 
demonitized in 1873 the doom of Sil
ver Mountain was sealed. In 187 5 the 
county seat was moved to Markleeville 
and Silver Mountain was virtually 
abandoned. The post office lingered 
until1883. Now only the stone wall of 
the jail with an interpretive sign remain 
as obvious reminders, though a careful 
inspection of the ground reveals numer
ous building sites. 

It will require further research of 
postal records to determine when the 
mail route over the Sierras via the Big 
Trees was discontinued. It is known 
that all contract supplies and mail for 
Markleeville went through Reno from 
1919 to the present. Matteson & Gar
land Stage Line continued until Garland 
sold out to Matteson in 1893. Matteson 
sold the business to the Raggio Bros. 
in 1895, ending a staging career that 
had lasted over 40 years. He had come 
to Murpys in 1850, and soon started the 
Wingdam Stage Line to Angels Camp. 
Matteson & Garland ran other routes 
out of Murphys, including one to 
Yosemite. One of the old Matteson 
stages is on exhibition in Yosemite 
National Park. 

The Later Years of Ebbetts Pass 
After 1887, Harvey S. Blood con

tinued to maintain the Ebbetts Pass 
road, collecting tolls under an extended 
franchise that was to last 10 years. 
There were lawsuits, however, over 
payment for passage - local residents 
contested his right to charge them to 
reach their homes. The franchise was 
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renewed in 1901 for a period of 12 years, but 
before the contract expired, in Apri11910, Blood 
relinquished all his rights and privileges. After 
more than 40 years of operation as a toll road, it 
was now to be a free public road. The State took 
over the road in 1911, making it part of the State 
highway system, naming it the Alpine Highway. 
The state maintained it east from Big Trees, but 
Calaveras County continued to maintain the road 
down to Angels Camp until 1927. 

The first automobiles over the pass traveled 
in 1908 on the original toll road. This included 
a dangerous switchback which old timers had 
termed the "double S" grade. To avoid this 
stretch, in 1911 the State relocated the descent 
east from Ebbetts Pass down Cascade and Sil
ver Creeks. This alignment was later paved and 
is still in use. The old grade used by the mail 
stages is to he left and across the canyon when 
you descend the present road. 

In traveling from west to east over the 
Ebbetts Pass route one goes from and elevation 
of 945 feet at Copperopolis to 2,200 feet at 
Murphys, 4,700 feet at the Big Trees North 
Grove, 6,560 feet at Big Meadows, and 8,050 
feet at Pacific Summit. From there the route 
descends to 7,050 feet in Hermit Valley, and then 
tops out at 8,730 feet at Ebbetts Pass before de
scending to 7,000 feet at Silver Mountain. 

The 1860s Post Offices on the Ebbetts Pass 
Trans-Sierra Mail Route 

From west to east, the post offices and years 
of operation are as follows: 

Copperopolis Dec 1861 to present 
Angels Camp Nov 1851 to present 
Vallecito Aug 1854 to present 
Murphys Nov 1851 to present 
Big Trees Dec 1865 to Apr 1943 
Hermit Valley Dec 1865 to Mar 1867 
Konigsberg & 

Silver Mountain May 1863 to July 1883 

The Big Trees post office was moved to 
Arnold, where it continues today. Other post 
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offices have been added in later years along the 
route, and some have come and gone. Bear Val
ley, located at a ski village at 7,300 feet, is the 
highest elevation post office and the eastern ter
minus of the all-weather route from the west. 

Perhaps the most interesting higher eleva
tion post office was the one at Hermit Valley, 
which existed so briefly during the height of the 
silver mining enthusiasm. Originally called 
Holden's Station, the station itself existed as 
early as 1861 and lasted at least into the 1880s. 
Only rock foundations remain today. 

It is surprising and fortunate that a fine ar
tistic sketch of this station exists, done by Ed
ward Vischer in 1861. The establishment began 
as a way station providing services to emigrants 
on the road from Hope Valley to the Big Trees. 
Vischer's sketch shows what appears to be a light 
weight emigrant wagon passing the station. R. 
Coke Wood, in his fine study Big Trees - Carson 
Valley Turnpike. Ebbetts Pass and Hi&hway 
E'.mlr. republished the sketch with the text "Her
mit Valley, Holden's Station. Big Tree Route 
from Murphys to Genoa in 1861. Vischer sketch 
from The Mammoth Tree folio. Hermit Valley 
pleasantly situtated near the headwaters of the 
Mokelumne, is the center of traffic of the so 
called Big Tree route over the Sierra Nevada .... 
The settlement here represented and formerly 
known as Holden's Station owes its present po
etic name to Lady Franklin, who visited this spot 
in 1862 from the Big Trees ... (and) named it 
Hermit Valley. 

"This valley was named Mokelumne Valley 
by the Murphy's exploration party of 1855. 
There was a tollgate here as of May 31, 1864 
after the section of the road from Hermit Valley 
over the summit of Ebbetts Pass to Silver Moun
tain City had been completed. Holden & Ritchie 
were apparently the first proprietors, as it was 
known at Ritchie's for the first two years, when 
it became Boyd, Ritchie & Christies in 1864. 
Hermit Valley had quite a population in 1864, 
when it polled four hundred votes and sent 22 
delegates to the County Convention - to the dis-
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The Vise her drawing of Hermit Valley Station. 

may of Markleeville and the delight of Silver 
Mountain. Lt. Wheeler, on the map for his sur
vey of 1878, showed Holden's as Slater's, but 
listed it in the tables and in his field notes as 
"Cumming's Ranch" .... 

In the left foreground of the Vischer view, 
opposite the side of the station, there are some 
strange animals indistinctly seen. Their pres
ence involves a unique and noteworthy 
occurance in the history of Ebbetts Pass, as they 
are Bactrian camels. A more complete descrip
tion of their history can be found in High Sierra 
Country by Oscar Lewis, from which the fol
lowing is extracted: 
"In 1861 a German emigrant named Edward 
Vischer, a substantial San Francisco business
man with a pretty talent for drawing, took a trip 
over the Sierra, following a route that wound 
upward via the Calaveras Big Trees, crossed the 
summit in the vicinity of Ebbetts Pass, and so 
down into Carson Valley on the east side of the 
range. On this outing Vischer took his sketch
ing materials along and at various stops onthe 

way made a series of drawings. These were later 
published from lithographic plates in several 
albums, the first of which appeared in 1862 and 
the last seen in 1870." 

Vischer foresaw the need to explain camels 
in his Sierra scenes and inserted notes of expla
nation such as "We must however account for 
the recurrance of camels in sketches relating to 
the Big Trees Route by the circumstances of our 
having traveled over the route for the sake of 
studying their habits, with the little caravan of 
nine Bactrian camels taken over the Sierra Ne
vada to Washoe in 1861.. ... 

Their owner had put them through rigorous 
training for the trip to Washoe by loading each 
with 650 pounds of sacked sand and driving them 
daily along the ocean beach at San Francisco and 
up and down the hills around the town." 

In his journal, William H. Brewer gives us 
another view of Holden's Station (now called 
Ritchie's), on August 8, 1863. They were leav
ing their camp high on the east side of Ebbetts 
Pass: 
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"We were off early and started on our return. In 
about six miles, we struck the old emigrant 
wagon road where I left the party and went up 
to the summit to measure the height of that pass, 
the rest going on. I got back to Hermit Valley 
that night and stopped at a house there. The 
house is a mere cabin, although now a "hotel." 
Twelve men slept in the little garret, where there 
were ten bunks, called "beds". Two men have 
wintered here, and in the winter have killed sev
eral rare animals - two gluttons (wolverines), 
stone martins, silver grey foxes, (so rare that 
their skins are worth fifty dollars each), large 
grey wolf, etc." 

The Vischer view and the Brewer journal 
entry both precede the sixteen month period this 
establishment was a post office in Calaveras 
County, serving a few hopeful miners, teamsters, 
and the travelling public. This is one of the post 
offices for which John Williams has reported no 
known postmark. The site became a part of Al
pine County in 1864. 

Winter Mail across Ebbetts Pass 
The winter season lasting as long as six 

months of the year, made stage or pack horse 
traffic over Ebbetts Pass impractical. This lim
ited the value of the route for mail, passengers 
and freight. 

In the early years intermittent transport of 
mail was made over the route by John A. Th
ompson, known as "Snowshoe" Thompson. His 
exploits on the more heavily traveled Placerville 
road are generally known, but it is less well 
known that he carried a portion of his mail into 
the Southern mines. R. Coke Wood states: 
"He had two general routes. One went from 
Woodfords to Placerville over approximately the 
present State highway. The other was by way 
of Indian Valley or sometimes by way of Border 
Ruffian Pass and Blue Lakes. On a few occa
sions he took the trail through Ebbetts Pass stop
ping at Silver Mountain. However all three of 
these variations of the route converge in Hermit 
Valley and Thompson then followed from Pa-
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cific Summit the general route along the ridge 
above the Stanislaus River known as the Big Tree 
Road." 

Snowshoe Thompson would make a stop en 
route in Hermit Valley and knew of abandoned 
cabins that could serve as overnight refuge from 
a storm. He carried the mail for 20 years with 
the promise he would be paid, but died in 1876 
without having received monetary compensa
tion. It is difficult to document how many years 
Snowshoe Thompson actually carried the mail. 
William B. Berry in his book, Lost Sierra, states 
"Snowshoe Thompson carried the trans-Sierra 
mail all during the winters of 1856 and 1857. 
Of him it has been written that he was under a 
$200 monthly contract with T.J. Matteson of 
Murphy's Camp, and that he continued to carry 
the mail for many more years to come, accord
ing to former State Sen. Swift Berry's history." 

The Connection between the Ebbetts Pass 
Trans-Sierra Mail and Stockton 

The early freight and stage road from Stock
ton began where ships, smaller vessels and 
paddle wheelers came upriver from San Fran
cisco. One of the first stage lines to operate out 
of Murphys was Dillon & Co., shuttling between 
Murphys and Stockton by way of Vallecito, An
gels Camp and San Andreas. In 1860 the stage 
left Murphy's at 3 a.m. and arrived at Stockton 
at 3 p.m., in time to catch the boat for San Fran
cisco. The fare from Murphys to Vallecito was 
one dollar; to Stockton eight dollars. 

By 1869 the contract mail line was called 
the Stockton, Copperopolis, Murphys & Big Tree 
Line, with Charles H. Sisson & Co. proprietors. 
The fare and time remain the same as it was in 
1867 over the 61-mile route from Murphys. The 
daily stage from Stockton to Murphys left at 6 
a.m. and met the down stage en route. 

From Stockton, the road unrolled like a rib
bon nearly due east across open but increasingly 
rolling prairie. If one was fortunate enough to 
be invited by the driver to ride beside him, 
hunched and braced against the chill of early 
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morning air and high on the rocking coach, one 
would have seen the silhouette of the Sierra 
peaks - a wall of blue with a carpet of grass
lands and scattered blue oaks unfolding around 
you as you traveled east towards Murphys and 
the rising sun. 

The stage passed through Farmington, Tele
graph City, Copperopolis, Altaville, Angles 
Camp, Vallecito, and Douglas Flat to reach 
Murphys by 6 p.m., where mail was transferred 
to the Matteson line for further shipment east 
the next morning. 

The trip between Stockton and Murphys was 
accomplished in a single day on the dry roads of 
summer, but required two days with a stopover 
in Copperopolis when the roads turned to mud 
in the wet season. At Copperopolis, travelers 
could connect with other conveyances to be 
transported either north or south on a minor road 
which is still in use, parallel to Route 49 but fur
ther west at the edge of the valley. 
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Copperopolis 
At the western end of the Ebbetts Pass trans

Sierra route lies Copperopolis, today a small 
remnant of its former size and importance. Cop
per was discovered there in 1860. The discov
ery could not have come and a more opportune 
time, as much of the copper used by the Union 
forces during the Civil War was furnished by the 
Copperopolis mines. The town boomed in the 
war years, and by 1863 extended 1.5 miles along 
the main thoroughfare, boasting a population 
variously estimated at from 5,000 to 10,000. It 
was the chief copper mining district in the United 
States at that time. In its peak year it reported 
shipped copper valued at $1,600,000 through the 
port at Stockton. Ore was sacked and at first 
carried by pack train to Stockton, but by 1864-
65 it went by freight wagon over Reed's turn
pike from Copperopolis to Telegraph City, on 
the main Stockton road. From Stockton, the ore 
was shipped by riverboat to San Francisco, and 

Copperopolis today still has a number of substantial buildings, though fenced off 
to protect them from vandals. Photo 1988 by Alan H. Patera 
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from there by steamer around Cape Horn to 
Wales for reduction. 

As the price of copper fell in the late 1860s 
mining activity declined. Many mines had al
ready closed, as the price for copper had dropped 
from a high of 59¢ a pound to only 19¢ a pound 
at the end of the Civil War. A disastrous fire 
occurred on August 28, 1867, starting in the 
elaborate Copperopolis Hotel destroying a large 
part of the town. It never regained its formerly 
glory. By 1868 the population had dropped to 
2,000, and it continued to fall in subsequent 
years. 

The Covers 
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Cover No. I ,from 
Silver Mountain to 

Owens in Copper
opolis "via 
Murphys Camp". 

Cover No. 2,from 
Copperopolis to 
James A. Owens 
in Silver Moun
tain,four days 
later. 

The two covers illustrated with this article 
were likely sent by Mr. James A. Owens from 
Silver Mountain to his wife in Copper-opolis, 
and from Mrs. Owens back to her husband four 
days later. The later cover logically contains an 
answer to the first. Each cover would have taken 
two days in transit, with an overnight layover in 
Murphys and an exchange from one stage line 
to another. The earlier cover from Silver Moun
tain is hand noted "via Murphys Camp". 

The business listing for Silver Mountain for 
1867, taken from the Pacific Coast Business 
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Directory. list J.A. Owens as a Justice of the 
Peace, confirming hs presence there in that year. 

Unfortunately, neither cover is year dated, 
but by comparing what can be deduced from the 
covers with what is known of events at this pe
riod, it is possible to make some inferences. 

Because of the great fire which destroyed 
much of Copperopolis on August 28, 1867, just 
two weeks prior to the first cancel date from Sil
ver Mountain, it is easy to jump to the conclu
sion that the exchange correspondence occurred 
with the Owens family making major decisions 
for the future, or in regards to losses sustained 
in the fire. To test this hypothesis an examina
tion of the dates is useful. 

A check of the John Williams "California 
Postmark Catalog" shows the earliest cancella
tion date of Silver Mountain postmark Alp-140 
to be August 25, 1868 and a latest date of 29 
October 1872. For the illustrated cover to fit 
the 1867 date it would have to be a year earlier 
than the earliest reported. However, the only 
prior postmark reported is a 5 Oct 1865 manu
script, so an 1867 date for the cover is indeed 
possible. 

Sources 
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For Copperopolis, the "California Postmark 
Catalog" shows Cal-288 with a date range of 14 
Mar 1867 to 9 Dec 1871, which is plausible for 
an 1867 date for the return correspondence. The 
Perpetual Calendar provides a little more infor
mation. In 1867 the Copperopolis postmark of 
September 15 would have been on a Sunday, but 
during this era many post offices were open for 
a short time on Sundays for the receipt and dis
patch of mail. After the fire of August 1867, 
Copperopolis may have had extended hours 
while it tried to regroup. The Silver Mountain 
postmark date would have been on a Saturday 
in 1869 and a Sunday in 1870. Current cancel
lation data do not rule out 1870 or 1871 as a 
date for Silver Mountain, but in view of the 
town's rapidly decreasing population it seems 
unlikely. 

The most logical solution dates the covers 
to 1867 or 1868, with the date of the fire in 
Copperopolis providing a reason to give 1867 
the preference. We may never know, unless ad
ditional correspondence or additional informa
tion comes to light. But then, this is part of the 
fascination of collecting postal history. 
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SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY COVERS 
FOR SALE 

After 35 years of collecting San Bernardino County covers, I am now selling my collection. 
It consists of about 750 covers, including these: 

Amboy; Arrowhead Springs (many postmarks from 1888); Atolia; Bagdad; Banning (from 
1883); Baxter; Barnwell; Barstow (1877); Beaumont (from 1886); Blake (1903); Brynmawr; 
Burcham; Cadizirst day); Cajon (from 1893); Chino (various covers and strikes); Chubbuck; 
Cima (from 1909); Colton (from 1879); Cucamonga; Dale; Daggett; Earp; East Highlands; 
Etiwanda; Fawnskin; Fenner; Fredalba; Glenn Ranch; Halleck; Hart; Hesperia; Idlewild; 
Ivanpah; Judson; Keenbrook; Kingston; Lake Arrowhead; Lavic; Lanfair; Lomalinda; Lugonia; 
Manvel; Maruba; Mentone (1892 Mentone Hotel cc ); Messina; Moreno; North Ontario; Ontario; 
Parker Dam (1936); Providence (from 1884); Palliser; Riverside (many early covers from 1873); 
Rochester; San Antonio (1894); San Gorgonio; South Riverside; Temescal; Vontrigger; 
Waterman; Wild. And Hundreds of others! 

For more information write me at 849 Coast Blvd., La Jolla CA 92037. 
Lists and copies can be sent. All covers may be viewed at this address. 
Offers accepted for the entire collection or for lots or single items. Dis
counts for purchases of over $1000. 

LEWIS GARRETT 
(619) 551-8978. 
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CALIFORNIA POSTMARK CATALOG 

Another missing California post
mark has been reported. Located in 
Amador County only two miles east 
of Sutter Creek, Baville post office 
was established on May 14, 1886 
with Benjamin F. Bacon as postmas
ter. It operated for nearly eight years, 
with an effective discontinuance date 
of March 31, 1894. The reported 
postmark is a manuscript cancel 
from the 1880s, as illustrated. 

December 1995 

BAVILLE 

WESTERN AMADOn COUNTY 

_r Fiddletown 
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1' Al:ArlA nnd ASl'WWALL (Continued). 
.A~J'im-:nlt r.nd .c:r. l\d:4irr, 1-'rnurt, Cc.•htp;,-rnlr Ornrr31C' Tnnu;:~tl:mth,nc. Th,. Flt':tmcrA ~r 

tid,. lint.' kav'' A1'phtW1\Il t~•r SL. N:~z.:tir,. 0 1· tlH· l,;t of each montlt. tou:Jlin:: nt Sauta 
)l:,rtha . tl. S.C., nt1•l 1--'t•rt ltoyat, :'\r:,rtiui• J11~"'. Jli..,lnncr, I•'arn, $'.!'20.00. 

.A.•pimrfltlt•Jtd .Vt.11cQJlll'l$0 ( !tHupa;,;Jii•• Ch·uc·r~d·· 'l'r:m~atl:mti<tur. will run n slt.·<Hn•·t· IJdwcrn 
St. 'l'lu1ltl:'l'i :uul At:p iuw:d l, c'vJuu:diH(J at Sl. Tlww:ts with thf:lr Ji no Q( ttlf·:.Jaacr~ wl1kh 
run" 1•• hn:,·n Yc t'a Cn17. mut SL ~:11.:d n', vi:t. Rt. Thota1a~. 'J'hc .- t~..·:uur:r lt•:'l\'(·s A~pill· 
Wt:ll (c•r }'t, 'l'hnru:t~\111 Uu~ J'.?llt or C<l.damnuth, t t•uchlns at S:mJU:\11 tle }Jul'h) Hko, Cape 
JlniU, S:mtia~o llC Cnbn, ourl Kh1:;1it(tJI, JaJuttlca. \ 

=======--=--=:=:.:.::::=.:.::-_=-.::-.=::::;-::: -... •. - - - - --·-· 

SAU F.P.ANCISCO, ALAI.IEDA and HAY\V ARD'S, 
S.IN :l'l!A:\ClSCO AND ALA)fi:I)A 1\AILHOAl> ANI) n:ttHY. 

Pn~~idr.ut, V . H. A-rm·:r.ro:-.". northwest cornc~r S:\nsoruc nHd Jacf.:~on Ill ret(,;, San Fr:tttcisr.o. 
S•tt•rrillttllfkut, A. J . Sn:Yt:~~. CtJmp:tuy'somc.•c,j;Oulhwcstt.·m·uc.·r J~tcksm1 :uul llavisstrt:'ct:-:. 
Sl·t·rctary. Al.l'tu·:H A. CoJIJ:x, COfllp:uay'K nfli, ·<', t'cmthwc.:st cnrttt·r Jack!'on matl J):~;yi~ strc~ts. 
Stca.mc·r Ar., ,.n:u.\. C:tpt.l•'Antus , Ma~l<'r, kan·s Cuuapan)'l'\'wharf, l>avis Fitr4.~t·:t, h~.,.•twcc·n Pn. 

cHic and Ht·on,Jwuy ~tn·t·fs, S:m Jo'r:mci~c:o, for Al:uu~d" rvi 11 t, C!Oitll<'diu~ thrrt! '9tith 
cnrs (Hr Huyw:;lr\l'S nru.l iut<·rmcdiatc 8tutiou~: nnd cars lc.•;wc lbywnN.'s, couucctin; with 
&teamer at Al~mc<la l'viut for San }·raudsco, dnily, AS folh"'""' 

S~n Franc:sco to Hayward's. 

·~ 
"· 

STATlOXS. 
. 1 ~ayward's to San Fr~ncisco. 

.. .. , I . ~Jfr a Tim:. ~ 
I 1-!2. . ~ 

g 
~I I 

TBIE. 

A.>J.IA.N.IA.M.Il•.l\1.11'.>1. ~ .)I.IP.)I.j" ·" · l··~~·l··)t· 
C. 00.4.30 1.30!0.: 

llrp. .Arr. 113' 
30'0.30'7.20 0 . . Sa n'Franclsco.. 22~ 75 

,'25 GX; •• . Al;tmf"cla l'oiut . . . l G 75 
.2.; "'~ ••••. W<.uttl~tc)('k..... 15 ~ 75 
;2a. 9 .•• •• . Mastit~l\'s.. .... l3X 75 
.25 11 . •••• , .1-:udn :tl.... • . 11 ~ 75 
;2~ ~~ .... . Alf1:mt::d~· · ··· 10~ 5.30 7. 40 ~.40 uou,;~ ~r. 
2-> 1.~ .• •.. 1 ""~ \ ult... ... 10 .• o 
,3i ~ 13 .... . ll i~h ~lrect. . . . . ~ ~ 511 
'37 !~ ... nrlml;lyn ]•art< . •• ';fi ~ 
;w 13)1 . •••. . J»a\\'l'l'ln'~...... 9 37 !~ 
,so 14 ~ . ••.•••• F' itch ·•· ..... • s :n ~; 
:so 1~ •••••• • Jon~~·s . . •• • • G~ :ri ~ 
·GO •••••• • Waru·~. . .•. . • 37l~ 
;so IS . . . So.n Leandro ... uc

1
· 4~ 5.05 1.20

1
~.20 1.20

1

4.15 2:1 
175 19~ •••••• Juuctwu. . .. •• 3 2:1 
j75 20~~ ...... Ashloud..... •• I 2 2S 
r75 21~ .••• Cn.lro Vnllcy. . •. 1 2;; 
j~s 2·2.!§ Arr.Hayw'rd'sDtp, lOi>, 0 4.45 7.00 1.00 4. 00 00 

Sundn.y Trains leave s~n Fruucl•co Ill 9 and 11.30 A. )1., and 1.30, 4.30 and 6 P. )1, r:c. 
turuing, leave Hapv:ml's 8.30 and 11 A. )1., aJid I and 4 P. :.r. I.cavo San Leandro at 
8.~;; aud 11.1!1 A. 111., auu 1.15 an<l t.l5 P. )1. Alr>mcdn, 0 and 11.30 A.. lt., and 1.30, 4.30 
aml G.lG r. ll. · 

Connection<~. 

At lln!Jvnrd't, stngcs connect with U•e 9 "· )J. trulu from San Fr~nelsco lor )fount l'•lcn, AJ. 
vur~dc>, CcnlrtYUio, ~ris>ion San Jos~. S•ratos" House and Warm SJ•rhtg~. Al~o AI Hay
.eorJ',, fur Dublin, .l'lca.o;onton, I.ad<l•villo An<l Sumntlt. 
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SACRAI.IEHTO, FOLSO]l and Sl:IIU:H,E SPitilWS, 

SAOitA)!I;~~l'O YALLt:Y n . lt. Fn03I S.-\CIU3tf.S10 TO I'OT.<;o~r • 

l'LACEUV!LT.E A::i"D SAqt.\~lF.NTO Y,\J.T,r:Y R:\ILR >.\:l FnO~t FOI.!l(:O~I TO 

SIHXGLE Sl•li!NGS. 

Pr,•>i<ltnt, Lv.r.~:~w STA~•·ono, Sacramento • 

Ocn('ral SnJ>crinl.cndcut, S. V. n. n., .Jo•tAn Jon:~• 0$, ~•cramcnto • 

Ocncr>l A:;:cnt l'. k !!. V. R. H., F. A. Drsuol'. 

Sccrctnry,- E. ll. MILLT.U, Jn., Sa' ·:.mcnto. 

Treas\lrcr, ~IAn" Uorarx-, Raca·auh.'nto. 

Trah•s leave daily, Sund~ys cxccp!•:.' . 
I 

If - -----------· 

From Sacraruento 

to Shingle Springs. TOWNS. Sco i 
PAzc.l 

to S3cra:nc·lto . 
?,.m, Shio;lc Spr'gsl 

·--·- -----
\(iic;.:Tir:\1''. Fare. 

---j-;-;:--I 
o l D•parl ........ S::~.ernmcuto •••••••• Ar i<•. , ll2 {S"J J 1.15 $1.50 

~~Time.~~ 
A.l[. 

.oo G.~o 

.~0 
.76 

$1.001 
uo 
1.'75 
2.00 

2.75 
3.r.o 
4.00 
4.50 

6.45 
G.~!> 
7.0:i 
7 :li; 
7.:17 
7.50 
s.o;, 
8.30 
8.~:; 

9.30 

6 .•• • • •••• •••• • • ••. Ar1ghtuu ••••• ••• • •••• • •• 4-:1 ~ ] 4,0t) 
7~ •••• ••• ••• •••• •· ,Juncti..,n. •• • • •• • ••·•• ···I H !:: .;2 3.i :1J 
!)}!J · ••••••••• ••• •• • Pntt, :r~nn'a. .... ........ . •. . :1' 1~ .4'! 3.!;0 ! 

1r.J~~ .................. S~Ishnry .................. · :•l 1: .1; 3.oo.

1 
19!~

1 
.... .... . ....... AI•ler Cr<:~k . .......... ..... , :!9 1!.1.; 2.75 

~2)~ . lrrive •• H •• ••••• :I-'ols~an •• • ••••.•. Dt~ -tr. • lo.t !!5 t• .. o; •2.GO 
Dcpart .... .. . ..... Jo·viHO!J1 • •• •• ....... Ar ·ir.·. l 1! ll. I 

I I ... )(. 29~ ................ '~'>1•\1 •> nock . ....... : .... , •• 19 1: .3~ 1.7S 
37J.ll . ......... . ..... . . L~trobc . ••••••••••••••• ·I 11 r .o:; 1.001 
43 I ................ .. Dug .• n•s. . ..... .... • •• . • . • 6)f . .50 
48l!l, ..lrrict ...... Shinglo Sprinll;s ..••.. D< oarr. ____ .2_2~ __ o._i 

Conncctlons, 

The e:u-s arrive At Sacromcnto In tlmo !or San Fra ncisco ' ' eatocr. 

At Follom, with st~::cs for Coloma, 2' miles. 

At .V.troht, with s!•::cs for llfichi:;:>n Dar, J~k110n, Alld Mol ch.~mo JiiU. 

At Shil1gl• Spring•, with Frank l':~ge'a Pcoplo'a Stogo Line for J>laecrvlllo, 12 znilca. Fare, 

1.50; lime, two hours • 

Sl4ges le:~vc Shingle Sprin.gs at 10 "· :.r. Lcovo Placerville ot ':.SO A. u. 
\, 
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£;H:nAJ.;·L~ ;'j'(l tlll!l F/: EYS i' Jl .J.J~ . 

C .\ l.l r (ii::'\JA ,1 :'\ J• r•J: ::,·:,.:-; J : .IJ T. H O .\ ;l . 

J•h ·:.hi,·:;t, ) 1:1,\ Z\J) ~L\ ~>I'\'1 ) ~0, f\:V I',I l llt I I ( ( J, 

S u}' ' ri n k u cl ·HI, CH.\ I.U::; ('J!tl(' h 1..1:, Ktrr:•llh nlo . 

. -·~-- ~ -· ·- -· --- .. 
} 'r .:· ra f..1. C'r:t ~ tl<: Jif ('l 

to Z.~:\ry~\' i!l~.'. TO\Y!\S. g ('C 

l'~i:l~. 

l'r.:>m ~b rysd ll n 
to Sacrnn;cuto-

}-~~~~T·=~·0l~·;_~1~.~.~-
o I 2 I G.:lv -~ o 

~ J.().}J 1'. )f. A. )1. l R 

; ~6• Z$ 

2 '"l 3 00 4~ 
' 00 - 5.30 I 9.:10 I ~~ 

'riuu:. ~I lles. Fare . 

])<p .. .. S:tcm m nn(o .. .. A >-r. 11~ 51 I 9.· 
. .. ...... Junction. .. . . .. . . 53 A • . 
...••• . .. .. T.ill~\l }U ... . ... ... . 2 
.. . .•. ••.. . ~! t~:rida n ...•.. .• •• . 
•• • •••• • ••. J)Oli : ~1 : 1S • •• , •• • , , • • 
.... ... . . . '\' Ju·atla tul ..•.. • , . . 11 I 

.:~:::::.:~~~~r:;:~v i'!!9.: :.::!Jcp. !~- 0 5.: 

Conncrtlo us. 

At . .-'f:!l':fUillt, wit h car.:; or the C:l li fornb 'Xor~l l (:l'll naiJr oo.t.l tu Orovillo; !llso '"ith £taf;~S 
!or~~ p;1r't::t of ) ' UlJ3, ~l·,·~Ja, ;u:•l S h·rra couutics. 

------,-·---··------- -----··- ·---· --------- ----------

l\1ARYSV1LLE an<l Or-OVILLE. 

C.H. I FOr.:--;1.\ !\OJ:'J'J!l; r:::-; RAl l.ltOA D. 

Pt't·~id~·ll{, ) [. ]).\lW.\CH. 

i'U}It' l'into!lHl+· tl (, A!'UI:t-:w J. nl:-\.:•a:Y, ~brysvillc. 

.I 
I· 
I 

- -- ... - ·- -·- ·- --------------- ·-·-- -· ··-·--- -- ·- ··- ·- ------
Fror.: 1!.t ry s< ill~ I From Oro vi! lo 

to OrJ villc. T0\1'!\S. s .. o to Marysvillo. 
- - ---· _ · ··- -··· ----··· 1):.~-:.:c . --.. -·-· -~----- .... -- -- - , 

:.a:.:,~[;~,i rlo~~--;- C.lo l~: ,;,~:-::-:-.;i:~,;~;;;:i·lj~~Arr. 7o:i '"~:" '''i" -i~,. 
13 •· · ••• .ll b llt'll t !">t.l l l tiU • • •• •. 13 I 
2 l . . . .. . .. l:u~t 1

/') Lta tttJU , • •• • •• • 6 A.M . r . )t. ' 

$~-----:~.~-:.:.:.:...~~'!!.!.12_~:.:.:.:.-E~~~:_~~--~___2~~-~(!:!. 

C OIIII CCIIOII ><. 

At /llr:ry::ril!(, cou nccts with r.:-.rs or CnlifortJi~ and Orrc:•Jn R:lilr~o)~tl !or J uncliou t hcnc~ 
t:i4 Ccntr.:.l l 'a<' iflc J<ailrva•l fvr S:~.,:r,,rtwuto. I A.t Ororill:, with •t:.~c; forCLico, I:cJ lllun·s, !\orthcru Cal ifon:l~ 4utl l'urtlo r><l, Orq;ou ._ 
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V J .. J,T)~JO :md CALIS'£0GA. 
}1;,\1',\ \',\1.1,.:\" Jt.\JJ,UO.Ul. 

l'rr,~;(,lr.nt, ,\. \'". l:,,~Timnv. X:tl':' ('Hy. 
knpt·rint•·tHl·.!nf , X •• \. fluu:~. S11pa (•ify. 
~:..'l: f'l·•tary. U. U. Wu.m:u, ~up:1 CH)'. . 
L~:tl A3••nl" \\', 1-:. 1'111>1111;, \'nlh-)·1: r. )f. CII .\WI' t\1:1>, X:tJI:\ Clly; JJ. W.Jionr-:m•o:;, Oak

\'lllt·; \\'. A. Jl.uti\L"'"• !'t, l1•1lcua: ):nu\\'N k (A)., (~tlhii.O:,{tl. 

--i:;;:;-vniicjo ---. ---··- ---·-.. ----------T -F;;;·;;~iir.tog~~ 
to Calistoga. II . TOWNS. . l :.~.~~---~ -~~~~~J~.:._ __ 

!;arc. 1'iw~. j~!nr :.~~i 
. ··.:r.t. I . 

0.00 uo,. 0 
. r.o G.to '1 
.1fi 6.2·l , 11 ~ 

$1.0·1 6.:1•

1 

lG 
1.2.1 
1.50 7.01) 

g~ uo1 ~~ 

])rJ'Or! ........... Vnllcjo . ........ ;,.Arrir:e. l 120 
....... . ...... l>nl'" Jnuclion., ........... . 
.................. Sn5col ................. . 
............... Nnp:~ City .............. 1109 
. ................ t):tk 1\uolr ••••••••• ••••••• 
••••••••••••••••1'l'U1te!ily'::t. ••••••••••••••• 
.•••••• ••.••..••. \\,nnl\·jllc ................ . 
........ ;,; ...... O:ohilk ................ .. 

~lilcR.Il'iuw.l l:'toro. 

43 
a,; 
31lii 
27 

18 
1G 

A.M. 
a.:,o 
H.:l~ 
~.I~ 
8.0l 

7.3i 
1m 

$·~- ~~~~ 
2. ·''I 
2.011, 
l.'iii 
1.!;0 

1.2.'• 
1.0!1 

2•001 I 11 ::::::::::::::::~:~:~·~~~:~·;:.~:~.-:::::::::::::::1 II I I 73 
2.00 1.25 Sl ............... st. Irclcuo................ ~ 1.10 60 
::r.r..o · ••••.••••••••• ,r;,luul c tro\'c. .•• • •• . •• . • •• . 2.; 
2.50 7.50 4:l ... ::~~:.:..:.:.:.:·.:.9?-!is_to;r_?:::.:.:.::::.:.:!''f.~· 102 ·--~-~~~ 

Frcir,ht tr.1in~ (wilh pa!~.~l·n~t'l' c:triC att:H'h~t1) l .. ·a\·c \'nlh·jo at 9, Napa at 10.10, Yountville At 
10.50, Rt. lh-lt'U:\ nt 1 1.2.;, nrrlvin:; nt Ca!i:-:t11;.:a nt l'l )r. 

Leave Calistv:;a at 2,llt. Jlclcu• at ~.:~. \:vuulviltc :ot 3.11;, Nnp~ •t 3.50, arriving at Yallcjo 
at 6 F. )t. 

Connc:wt;c-.u._. 
At Vall~io. '1\'ith &lrnme.r New "''oriel, fvr aucl from San 1-'rancl•co. Fare, $1.00; through 

fnr.:, $3.00. At ly,,[M J,n,.tinn, train~ fru•n C:tH~tn:,;a connect with cars ot C. P. U. H. 
for S:t.rr:un~nto. Fo.n:l, ~. 1,!)1). At Su~r.ut, with ~t,~nuwt·s of C. S. X. Co., (or YBilujo nnd 
San Fr~tncil'r.O, an.J with ~;t~:;(·~ ft.>r Sonnma: fare from SonorH:\ to San F'rnn~i:;eo, S'.l.OU. 

At JY,•pa. City, witla Fotur:.~ for &'.luom~. 12. utll_,·~: (;-:.l'c, $1.00. At St. llrlc11tr, with sbs;o f•'tr 
White Sult>IHI! St•rm~s. At Col,.luga, W1lh st:a;;~:s for tho Gcy~o:r8, and with sl:a:;e for 
Lower L.akc . 

CALISTOGA and LOWER LAKE. 
NA.l'A A:\!J Co\T.ISTOOA STAGE LJ:\E. 

General A:;e.nt, A. S. Rnow:;, C~listol!•. Nnt>n Co .• Col. 
Sb•'c lt•a ~·cA Calishl{;ll Suncla)'~. 1'\ll":icla)'S, nmt Tlmr~ctnys. at 6.:10 A. M. 
Sta~c kavcR I .ower Lnko Mou~11ys, \l'c~ncstloys, aud ~·ridays, at 7.30 A. l!. 

From Calistoga. 
To Lo\\'er Lake. 

Fare. I!Ioursi)filc•. 

TO'IYNS. See 
Pa~e. 

From Lo1vcr Laktl 
To C~liseoga. 

~!ilrs.ll!ollrsl FaN. 

0.00 -0-- - -0- Dq>arl ........ .. Ct\l[~toga. ....... ... Arrlce. 102 3:; 6 $ (.oo' 
$Lr•U 1.30 !l ................ J.Ury'ij ~I ill................ 2r. 4 a.oo 
~.ou 2 12 ................ llradford'~ .... ............ 23 3.30 3.00 
3.oo 3 18 ............. Lor.ouomo Ynlloy............. 17 2.30 2.00 
3.oo 3.30 21 ............... Coyote v.n.,y........ ....... u z 1 . ~.o 
4.00 6.30 3:S ,A,.,.ict ........ Lowo1• ~J!~.e ....... Dtparl. 0 0 O.OOI 

Co 11 n cctlo ns. 
At Ca/il!oga~ witl1 In ins on Kapa Volley Rnllroad. 
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