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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone:503-635-1379 

Board Changes 
John Williams has tendered his resignation as 

Secretary-Treasurer effective November 21st. The 
By-laws provide that the Board shall fill Board 
vacancies. They have named Ed Weinberg to re
place John as Secretary-Treasurer, and John Will
iams to. replace Ed as Director. The feeling was 
that since Ed is experienced in the post, and has 
been nominated for Secretary for the 1997-99 term, 
and is still listed with the banks as a signer on all 
our bank accounts, this swap of offices will cause 
a minimum of problems. 

Dues 
You should have received you 1997 dues no

tice by now. Please pay promptly, so that we won't 
have to go to the expense of sending out remind
ers. And please consider making a contribution to 
the Publication Fund when you pay your dues. 

Coloma 
The sesquicentennial of the discovery of gold 

at Sutter's Mill will upon us in another year. It 
was January 24, 1848 that John Marshall picked 
up and identified the nugget of gold that was to set 
in motion a chain of events that became the Cali
fornia Gold Rush, thereby populating California 
with Americans and securing the region for the 
United States. This is an anniversary that will 
likely be commemorated in many different ways; 
it is a special occasion for cover collectors as the 
need for communications and the confusion of try
ing to meet this need gave rise to numerous com
peting express companies and created many of the 
treasures that enhance our collections today. 

Sutter's mill became the site for the first real 
town that sprang up in the Mother Lode country. 
It would seem fitting that Western Express should 
observe the sesquicentennial of the gold discov
ery with the story of Coloma. Your editor invites 
each of you to submit copies of anything you have 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE' 

The Western Cover Society has continued 
to get better, with a broader outlook each year. 
The Publications Committee will soon have a 
completed manuscript for a Nebraska book by 
Charlie Winters (he's really promised to be done 
soon). This will be our third publishing ven
ture of the decade -- and we had never produced 
a book before 1992. John Williams' "Califor
nia Postmarks" is with our publisher in the cut
and-paste stage. A hearty Hurrah! to all our 
authors, the Publications Committee (rumored 
to be Henry Spelman), and our publisher, 
Leonard Hartmann. A great beginning! 

As you start to develop your plans for PA
CIFIC 97, please allow a few hours to be at our 
Society's booth. If you could drop me a note 
about which day and time you could be there 
we can start to work up a schedule. 

An updated revision of the stamp less cover 
catalogue is in the works for an early 1997 re
lease. The California section at least will be 
completely repriced -- I've seen the advance 
sheets. 

Bill Tatham 

from Coloma -- covers, letters, photographs, 
sketches, articles, books, newspaper clippings -
anything relating to the town that embodies this 
famous location. Postmarks and written references 
use many different spellings, including Coloma and 
Culloma, so there should be a good postal history 
story here. Won't you please help and make the 
December 1997 issue a ttuly special one? 

Berford & Co.'s Express 
The October 1996 issue of The Penny Post 

contains a five-page article on Berford & Co.'s 
Express, written by Larry Lyons. Berford & Co. 
was organized by Richard G. Berford and Loring 
L. Lombard in New York City in 1851 to carry 
letters, newspapers and small packages to Califor
nia. They used stamps in four denominations (3, 
6, 10 and 25¢) that featured an oval with their name 
and address, with a bold "CALIFORNIA" written 
across the center. 
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Mr. Lyons' interest is preparing a text on forg
eries and bogus posts, and his focus is not on the 
express itself, but on distinguishing between genu
ine and forged marking; thus the article consists 
mainly of identifying the forgery types by a de
tailed examination of the markings. 

The Penny Post is the official Journal of the 
Carriers and Locals Society, and frequently con
tains items of interest to collectors of western ex
presses. You can contact Secretary Martin Rich
ardson at P.O. Box 1574, Dayton OH 45401. 

This issue and next 
With this issue we continue with Part 3 of 

Calvet Hahn's "Westward Ho! by Water", and we 
have Dale Wilson's article on Daniel Coit. We give 
thanks to Cal vet and Dale for their efforts. Next 
issue will continue with Part 4 of "Westward Ho! 
by Water", and we will have another article by Dale 
Wilson involving the California and Oregon mail 
which traveled by horseback over the Siskiyou 
Trail from 1856 to 1858. Dale is looking for some 
covers that traveled this route to use as illustra
tions for his this article. Your active participation 
is solicited - if you have something that pertains to 
this route, please send it to your editor or directly 
to Dale at 6461 Sutter Ave., Carmichael CA 95608. 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 
From the Oakland Daily Times, March 20, 1880 

"Letters by Express. For thirty years the de
livery of letters in the Pacific States and Territo
ries has been carried on by Wells, Fargo & Co., 
and more efficiently than by the Government. 
There is nothing in the Post laws which prevents 
private parties from carrying letters over a Postal 
route, provided they are duly stamped, and Wells, 
Fargo & Co., pay the three cents postage upon ev
ery letter, leaving two cents for their own services. 
The Company has always been at the mining camps 
and frontier settlements long in advance of the 
regular service, and it has made a history for itself 
as one of the most used and popular corporations 
that has ever existed in this State. Its service be
tween the large cities has always been more reli
able than that of the Post Office. The extension of 
its routes all over the frontier has saved the Gov-
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ernment millions of dollars, that would otherwise 
have gone to corrupt rings that generally contain 
that kind of business, when attempted by the Post 
Office department. It has enjoyed an enormous pa
tronage because the people have found it to their 
own interest to have their correspondence carried 
by express instead of by maiL 

It was a surprise when, a few days ago, it was 
announced that the Post Office Department was 
likely to attempt to prevent this Company from 
continuing its business. The reasons in favor of a 
prohibition are that it has carried some correspon
dence free, that it carries letters that exceed the le
gal weight, that its service is better than that of the 
Government and interferes with it. These reasons 
are mere pretences. The law now prohibits free 
correspondence or overweight, and if the Govern
ment officials know that this company has been 
offending, they should prosecute in the proper 
courts. The Post Office department should not have 
a monopoly of letter carrying, when it can admit 
that the business can be managed better by private 
individuals. The reasons assigned cannot be the 
true ones. There must be something stronger that 
is kept concealed; perhaps the notorious 'Star route' 
service is to be extended and more millions ab
stracted from the public treasury. We hope that 
nothing will be done to prohibit a business that is 
so useful and convenient to the people of this State, 
and we are glad that the Pacific Coast Senators and 
Representatives are vigorously exerting themselves 
to prevent any such misfortune." 

A follow-up item was found in the San Jose 
Pioneer of April 10, 1880: "Wells, Fargo & Com
pany. The determined opposition of the people of 
this Coast against any interference with the letter
carrying business of Wells Fargo & Co. has caused 
a change of opinion among the Postoffice authori
ties. Petitions with hundreds of thousands of sig
natures have been presented from all parts of this 
section, and the most energetic protests have been 
made to the Postmaster General by both Senators 
and Representatives. As the result it is now reported 
that Judge Key has determined to let well enough 
alone, and this great convenience to the public will 
therefore be continued without let or hindrance." 

Sent in by Robert Livingston 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
# 1162 Kip L. Thomas 

P.O. Box 6579 
Helena MT 59604-6579 
Collects: Montana Territorials, DPO's, 
RPO's and FFAMs 

#1163 Leonard McCabe 
1249 N. Calaveras 
Fresno CA 93728 

#1164 Gary Ingle 
152 E. Standley 
Ukiah CA 95482 
Collects: Mendocino & Sonoma coun
ties, covers and memorablia 

Address Changes 
(only the new address is shown) 

Rod Crossley #859 
P.O. Box 729 
Montrose CA 91021 

Dale E. Eggen #1137 
2851 S. Valley View Blvd. Apt. 1029 
Las Vegas NV 89102-0138 

William A. Fox 
4 Reef Club 
Windmill Harbour 
Hilton Head SC 29926 

Lewis Garrett #758 
100 Coast Blvd. #401 
La Jolla CA 92037 

Brian G. Kestner #1150 
P.O. Box 664 
Millbrae CA 94030-0664 

Tom Pulley #532 
1960 Clearview Dr. 
Hollister CA 95023-5864 

Roland B. Seymour 
P.O. Box 40562 
Downey CA 90239-1562 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Directors: 

Reinstatement 
#267 Hugh Gore 

Bill Tatham 
Mark Metkin 
Ed Weinberg 
Jim Blaine 
Dale Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Basil Pearce 
Henry Spelman 
Oscar Thomas 
John Williams 

2019 North Burke Dr. 
Arlington Heights IL 60004 

NOMINATIONS 

The nominating committee has presented the 
following slate of officers and directors for the 
1997-99 term: 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors 

Henry M. Spelman 
Dale E. Forster 
Edward A. Weinberg 
Oscar Thomas 
James R. Blaine 
Frank Q. Newton 
Basil C. Pearce 
Robert J. Chandler 
Michael J. Rainey 

William C. Tatham will continue on the Board 
ex-officio as immediate past president. Ballots will 
be mailed to all members in good standing in 
March. 
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,.... .. 

LIBERAL REWARDS 

for interesting covers from 

MARIN COUNTY, Cal. 

for roy personal collection. I am particu
larly interested in 19th Century covers, in
cluding stamplcss, illustrated, patriotic, 
foreign usages, expresses. 

List of towns available on request. 

Please seed copies of covers and prices. 

HENRY M. SPELMAN Ill 
P.O. Box 645 

San Anselmo CA 94960 

{415) 453-4663 

'VANTED TO BUY 

1. Hawaiian Postal History 
Especially 1900 to 1959 

2. Alaska Postal History 1867 to present 

3. Yukon Postal Histmy 1885 to 1959 

4. 19th Century U.S. Officials 
Fancy Cancels & Fmt Cancels 
Accumulations & Collections 

5. Hawaiian Stamps with town cancels; 
accumulations 

STEVE SIMS 
17 69 Wickersham Dr. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
(907) 563-7281 
LIFE MEMBER APS 
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'V,\TAJ'\YrED 
COVERS AND EPHEMERA 

Y AMHlLL COv"NTY OREGON 

Amity Dundee Junction Rex 
Bellevue Ekins Roberts 
Bellwood Fairdale (Before 191 0) 
Brei dwell Gopher St. Joseph 
Byersville Hopewell Sheridan 
Carlton Layfayette Springbrook 
Charleston Larch Tillamookgate 
Chase Manila Wapato 
Chehalem J\JcAfi nnvi lie West Chehalem 
Chesterbrook Afount Hood Wheatland 
Cove Orchard (Before 1870) Whites 
Crawford Afountain House Whiteson 
Dayton Muddy Willamina 
Dewey Newberg Yamhill 
Dundee North Yamhill Yamhill Falls 

Please Send Priced Photocopies or Descriptions to: 
JOHN W. WHITE 
780 NW 1f'al!ula Avenue 

Gresham Oregon 97030-545-1 
(503) 665-5376 jwhite@orednet.org 

CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

[ 415] 465-8290 
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Daniel Wadsworth Coit 
and the early Gold Rush Trade of Coin for Gold Dust 

by Dale Wilson 

The cover illustrated above contained a short 
business letter written to accompany a shipment 
of gold dust from San Francisco to London July 
13, 1850, together with a duplicate copy of a simi
lar letter sent to the same destination on June 29, 
1850. Both are on a folded letter sheet that first 
entered the mails at Panama City. The gold dust 
was first directed to William Perry, agent for the 
Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. in Panama City for 
further shipment across the Isthmus and on board 
a R.M.S. Packet on the Atlantic side. It is believed 
the R.M.S.P. agent applied the first cancel on the 
folded letter sheet in Panama and rated it for the 
London delivery. 

The writer was Daniel Wadsworth Coit. Fur
ther investigation has revealed a much larger story 
than that introduced by the two gold shipments, 
that of the business of exchanging gold coin for 
gold dust. 

The Postal Story for the Cover 
George Law, head of the United States Mail 

Steamship Co., carrying contract mail and passen-

gers from New York to New Orleans and on to 
Chagres, Panama (on the Atlantic side of the isth
mus), was tempted by the potential profits in the 
same trade from the Pacific side of the isthmus to 
San Francisco. His flrst vessel, the 500-ton Isth
mus, arrived unheralded in San Francisco on May 
9, 1850. There it was advertised to return to 
Panama City on May 15, two weeks earlier than 
the next regular monthly sailing of the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Co. steamer. The new line advertised 
rate cuts, including a rate charge of only 1% of 
value for gold dust shipped to Panama. When she 
sailed, she carried 134 passengers and $192,000 
in gold dust and mail. Already on her maiden voy
age she was a real competition to the contract mail 
<;arrier. The Isthmus returned to San Francisco on 
July 12, 1850, 23 days from Panama, carrying 280 
passengers. 

It is believed that the above illustrated cover 
was carried outside the mails between San Fran
cisco and Panama City on the second trip of the 
Isthmus. There is no marking on the exterior of 
the folded letter sheet to indicate this, but Mr. Coit 
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San Francisco July 13, 185 0 
Messrs. Fred'k Huth & Co. 

London 
Dear Sirs 

Foregoing you will find duplicate of my reports of29 Ult. I have now the pleasure to hand you a 
FH.Co. 

box of gold dust marked D & L }5 containing one sealed tin cannister with 231 oz. 5 dwtl net troy, 
London 

shipped by order of Messrs. Wm. di Drusina H. of Mexico on board the steamer Isthmus ,for Panama 
to be delivered to Wm. Peny Esq. agent for the R.M.S.S. Company there, that the same may be trans
mitted by him across the Isthmus, and reshipped by one of the R .M.S. Packets at C hag res for delive1y to 
you at the bank of England. 
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I remain dear Sirs 
Your very Obdt. svnt 

Dan'/ W. Coit 
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indicated the vessel name in the text of his letter, 
as was evidently his custom for his letters of trans
mittal accompanying shipments of gold. The Isth
mus sailed for Panama July 17. If this letter had 
not been sent in conjunction with a gold shipment, 
and had been mailed through the San Francisco 
post office, it still could have gone on the non
contract vessel providing it had been marked Isth
mus or per Isthmus. 

The postmaster, well aware of public sentiment 
for expediting the mails, and in the absence of Post 
Office Department instructions to the contrary, had 
indicated to the public the need to mark the steamer 
name of non-contract vessels on their letters if they 
wished the letters sent by those vessels. These in
structions appeared in an article published in the 
Alta California on May 14, 1850, just prior to the 
first sailing of the Isthmus. The Laws Line steamer 
Columbus sailed for Panama with mail on June 18 
and August 1st, while the company steamer Re
public, which sailed on September 1, may have 
carried mail. 

All these sailings were prior to an important 
Post Office Department announcement on Octo
ber 10, 1850. This announcement issued in San 
Francisco provided that 1) Sailing dates of the 
P.M.S.S. steamers would henceforth be every two 
weeks, or twice monthly, and 2) No mail would 
henceforth be made up and sent from the San Fran
cisco post office to Panama or Astoria by non-con
tract mail caniers. This later regulation remained 
in effect for many years. Mail continued to travel 
outside the official mails by non-contract vessels 
as competition lines continued to multiply, and 
sailing dates became uneven in consequence. 

Earnest Wiltsee discussed the Laws line ships 
in chapter 5 of his book Gold Rush Steamers of 
the Pacific, and in illustrations 9b, 1 Ob, 11 a & 11 b 
shows covers that traveled by the Laws line after 
being mailed at the San Francisco post office prior 
to the October 10 directive. 

The cover illustrated above is cancelled Au
gust 25, 1850 in Panama, September 30 in Lon
don, and docketed September 30 at the London 
office of Fred Huth & Co. An interesting feature 
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of this cover is the carefully handwritten copy of 
the previous transmittal letter on page two of the 
folded letter sheet. The original had been sent in 
conjunction with a much larger gold shipment on 
board the P.M.S.S. steamer California on July 1, 
1850. The hand written follow-up copy of a previ
ous letter sent was a common practice for impor
tant business letters in these early days of uncer
tain mails, and prior to the age of typewriters and 
carbon paper. Both the July 13letter and the June 
29 copy carefully explain the sequence of handling 
for Coit's gold shipments, all the way through to 
London. The markings on the boxes and tin can
ister sent are carefully reproduced in the letter. 

The postal story is very interesting, but many 
questions arise opening avenues for research. Who 
was Daniel W. Coit, what was his relationship to 
William & Drusina Co. of Mexico, and to the Fred 
Huth & Co. of London. Why was he shipping so 
much gold dust to London? The answers to these 
questions are admirably supplied by a handsome 
book printed in 1967 by Fred A. Rosenstock's Old 
West Publishing Co., titled: Digging for Gold With
out a Shovel. The Letters of Daniel Wadsworth 
Coit from Mexico City to San Francisco 1848-
1851. The introduction by George P. Hammond is 
especially illuminating. 

The Pre-Gold Rush Background of 
Daniel Wadsworth Coit 

When Daniel Wadsworth Coit of Norwich, 
Connecticut reached San Francisco on board the 
Oregon on April 1, 1849, he was 62 years old -
much older than most of the young gold-seekers. 
Behind him was a business career of over 30 years, 
first representing a family-related business for the 
frrm of Howland and Aspinwall in South America, 
and then for the German Banking firm of Frederick 
Huth & Co. in Valparaiso and Lima until 1828. 
He then spent four years in Europe developing his 
artistic skill of pencil sketching. Coit married in 
1834 and settled in New York City. The Panic of 
1837 carried away most of Coit's resources, and 
he moved to the family home at Norwich, Con
necticut, where he devoted his energies to fruit rais-
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Dupl 
San Francisco June 29, 1850 

Dear Sirs _:;.r-.:q:- • . . 
Please receive enclosed bill of lading of2 boxes of gold dust, one marked .:D ~' .f· ~~.ft-.. 

..Z:n.....-4"-' J -
containing 4 cannisters with 844 oz. 18 dwt. nett troy, and the other marked {; _;;~·. ~ u/''l· 

-1:; rtul.,.~-.; : 

containing one cannister with 30 oz. 2 dwt. net troy shipped by order of Messrs. William Drusina H. 
on board the steamer California, Budd,for Panama to be delivered to Wm. Peny Esq. agent for the 
R.M.S. Packets at Chagres for delive1y to you at the Bank of England for acct. of said Drusina H. 
Please render distinct sales to Messrs. D.& Co. of the two parcels being far different. 
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I am Dear Sirs 
Your very ob. Serv. 
D.W. Coit 
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in g. Some of his earlier investments did very well 
- notably land he owned at what grew to be Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

The wheel of fortune took an unexpected tum 
when in January 1848 Coit's cousins and friends 
in New York, Howland and Aspinwall, telegraphed 
him an invitation to engage in confidential enter
prise for them in Mexico City. The firm of 
Howland and Aspinwall was evidently engaged in 
shipping supplies to Mexico for the American 
Army on the Pacific Coast, and negotiating bills 
on England and the United States through the 
Mexican banking house of Drusina & Co. Coit 
arrived in Mexico City in March 1848, stayingfrrst 
at a hotel and later at the home and hacienda of his 
associate, Mr. Drusina. 

Coit and the Gold Rush in California 
Coit met and talked with Lt. Edward F. Beale 

in August 1848 in Mexico City while Beale was 
on his historic horseback ride across Mexico with 
gold and messages from Commodore Jones and 
Consul Thomas 0. Larkin in California to deliver 
to President Polk in Washington D.C. 

Coit became aware there was a great business 
opportunity because of the disparity between gold 
dust and gold coin prices which existed in the early 
days of the California Gold Rush. Edith M. 
Coulter's biographical sketch in the foreward to 
Artist in Eldorado describes Coit's proposal for a 
San Francisco business: 

"Coit was immediately alive to the advantages 
that would accrue to the banking house whose rep
resentatives frrst reached the scene. He proposed 
to Howland and Aspinwall that they advance 
$200,000 to be used in exchanging Mexican dol
lars for gold dust in California - he to act as agent 
in San Francisco, and a Mr. Bissell, (U.S. Consul 
and representative of Howland and Aspinwall) to 
handle exchange at San Bias. The New York bank
ers declined to enter into the plan, but an equally 
satisfactory arrangement was made with Mr. 
Drusina, who represented the Rothchilds of Lon
don. With the financial backing of that house, Co it 
arranged to leave Mexico City with a group of 
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Coit gazes intently into a mirror, and in so doing cap
tures the careful, honest and observant character with 
which he viewed the first years of the Gold Rush in San 
Francisco. (reduced from original) 

Americans who were taking the Vera Cruz - San 
Bias overland route across Mexico to California. 
The party arrived at San Bias just in time for Coit 
to catch the Oregon and he reached San Francisco 
April!, 1849 after a seven day voyage." 

Coit brought an initial consignment_of $8,000 
in gold coin with him. The 500 mile trip from 
Mexico to San Bias through Guadalajara was a 
dangerous route in the spring of 1849. The Coit 
party included eighteen argonauts and additional 
muleteers; all were heavily armed to resist the 
gangs of highwaymen known as Ladrones. 

Ferol Egan, in his book The Eldorado Trail. 
struck by the hardships and danger of the route, 
writes: "You came this route, Daniel Wadsworth 
Coit. By normal standards, at sixty one, you were 
too old for the adventure. Yet you overlooked re
tirement and the rocking chair. You and your party 
arrived at Guadalajara with carretas loaded with 
coins to trade for gold dust in that coinless El 
Dorado. But you also canied your sketch pad and 
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note book, and you wrote letters to your wife who 
waited for you at the family home in Norwich, 
Connecticut. What was it like when your body no 
longer had that morning bounce-back of youth?" 

Coit's letter home written in San Francisco on 
April29 states: "We arrived in Guadalajara pretty 
well jaded and two or three days required for ob
taining pack mules to prosecute our journey was 
very acceptable for resting and recruiting ..... 
Guadalajara was the termination of our journey for 
wheels. From there to Tepic on the coast the face 
of the country is more broken with hills and ra
vines and in many places, simply a narrow mule 
path." 

In San Francisco, Coit lived quietly, conserva
tively, and simply, taking care of his business and 
producing sketches. He advertised in the Alta 
California, coin for dust The long delay in get
ting the business started, principally due to slow 
international communication, made his entry into 
the exchange almost too late, as the difference in 
coin and dust prices was already shrinking. Coin 
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shipments continued to arrive for him, while he 
regularly shipped gold dust in exchange. In May 
1850 he wrote his sister, "It is gratifying to per
ceive that the prompt manner in which the busi
ness entrusted to me has been conducted is now 
somewhat more advantageous that in the early days 
of my being here .... " 

The letters that he received at his time from 
his friends in Mexico were of unusual interest, 
covering as he wrote "bills of lading of $70,000 in 
gold and silver coin to his address making him 
the largest consignee on the steamer's manifest." 

Before the price of gold advanced so much that 
it could no longer be bought to advantage, he had 
invested nearly half a million dollars in foreign coin 
consigned to him. 

The Disparity of Coin to Dust Values 
During the Gold Rush 

In the beginning of the California Gold Rush 
there was a great premium placed on coin in pref
erence to gold dust. Edward Gould Buffum, in his 

. ·. : A"::~·:. ,~:i::'' 
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SAN FRANCisco IN 1849: No.RTH BAY AND THE GoLDEN GATE 

by D.W. Coil, reduced 
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book Six Months in the Goldmines (first published 
in 1850) relates: 

"Among peculiarities consequent upon the ex
traction of gold, may be mentioned the fact, that in 
Weavers Creek (Weber Creek - Placerville area), 
during the whole winter of 1848, the price paid in 
silver or gold coin for gold dust was from six to 
eight dollars per ounce. I myself bought some 
hundred ounces of a Mexican for six dollars and a 
half. The only object in selling gold for coin was 
to procure specie for gambling purposes - and gam
bling was the life of two thirds of the residents 
there at that period." 

Thomas Roberson Stoddart - the Pied Piper of 
the amazing and amusing Gold Lake fiasco of June 
1850, later settled in Tuolumne County and found 
his true calling as a reporter of the Gold Rush. In 
his Annals of Tuolumne County No. II, written for 
the Tuolumne Courier in 1860, he recalls the palmy 
days of 1848: 

"The arrival of a pack train was something ex
citing. Merchants made large profits, both on their 
goods and in buying gold dust which brought $8.00 
in coin or $16 in trade. The only use made of coin 
was to gamble with. Monte, faro, and various other 
games, the very names of which are now forgot
ten, were everywhere opened, and every night the 
miners might be seen round the gambling tables, 
staking large sums. Gambling was freely practiced 
by the most respectable persons and thought noth
ing of it." 

As time went on, coin came into favor for other 
reasons. The use of gold dust as a medium of ex
change was awkward and subject to inaccuracy in 
the transaction, not to mention the risk of physical 
loss. The "pinch" for a drink in the bar rooms of 
the rough and tumble mining camps favored bar
keeps with a fat finger and thumb, often kept greasy 
on a hidden buttered rag, and many an old busi
ness site offered rich panning after a fire. The risk 
of dust being adulterated with other metals in
creased in the early 1850s, along with other types 
of dishonesties in the changing society. Most shop 
owners discounted the value of dust, due to both 
the various risks involved and the knowledge that 
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coin was only available to the customer at a pre
mium. 

Bancroft's History of Oregon Vol. II describes 
the action of the Oregon Territorial Legislature 
authorizing the minting of $50,000 in gold pieces 
at Oregon City, which was approved February 16, 
1849. The reasons for the Act, which were set forth 
in the preamble, were, "in use as currency was a 
large amount of gold dust which was mixed with 
base metals and impurities of other kinds, and that 
great irregularities in weighing existed, to the in
jury of the community." However, Bancroft goes 
on to say, "The reason for passage of the Act was 
really the low price of gold dust, the merchants 
having the power to fix the rate of gold as well as 
wheat, receiving it for goods at twelve dollars an 
ounce, the Hudson Bay Company buying it at ten 
dollars and paying in coin procured for the pur
pose." Although the Oregon "Beaver Money" coins 
were ultimately issued privately, Bancroft states, 
"This coinage raised the price of dust from twelve 
to sixteen dollars an ounce, and caused a great sav
ing to the Territory. Being thrown into circula
tion, and quickly followed by an abundance of 
money from California, the intended check on the 
avarice of the merchants was effected." 

For a while, as the price of gold dust rose to 
close to the value of coin in San Francisco, there 
remained an opp01tunity for clever men to purchase 
coin for dust in the city, and then travel to isolated 
mining areas and exchange their coin for more gold 
dust than was spent in the purchase. This lag in 
pricing is also reflected in Bancroft's Oregon his
tory when he states, "Some of the Oregon miners 
were shrewd enough to buy up Mexican silver 
dollars and even less valuable coins with gold dust 
at sixteen dollars an ounce, and take them to Or
egon where dust could still be readily obtained at 
twelve and fourteen dollars and ounce." 

Peter Skene Ogden 
In March of 1853, a man very different from 

Daniel Wadsworth Coit but of similar age , 
appoached the Golden Gate on the P.M.S.S. Ten
nessee with a valise full of gold coin, though the 
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SAN FRANcisco IN 1851: CLAY STREET AT MoNTGO)IERY 

end of the gold coin for dust business was ap
proaching. This man was Peter Skene Ogden, head 
of the Hudson Bay Company's Columbia Division 
at Fort Vancouver. He had been in the fur busi
ness since 1810, the leader of the many Snake River 
Fur Brigades, the first white man over Siskiyou 
Summit in 1827, discoverer of the Humboldt River 
in 1829, and a visitor to San Francisco Bay in 1831. 
He distinguished himself as the cool rescuer of the 
whites held hostage after the Whitman Massacre 
in 1848. Historians would rate him a giant in West
ern exploration, whose stature could be matched 
by only three or four other men. But now, as the 
Tennessee groped slowly through thick fog toward 
the mouth of the Golden Gate, he was just one of 
over 600 passengers. 

Ogden was returning from Washington D.C. 
after a 14 month absence from Oregon and an un-
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successful negotiation attempt to sell the Hudson 
Bay properties to the United States. He came to 
San Francisco in order to transfer to the coastal 
steamer to proceed to the Columbia River. Archie 
Binns offers this description: "She was still grop
ing under slow bell when Ogden sat down to break
fast a little after nine. He did not sit long. There 
came a crashing shock that threw dishes forward 
from the tables, the urgent clang of bells, and the 
thunder of paddle wheels in reverse.... The 
Tennessee's stern lifted and swung toward land 
coming to rest within wading distance of the 
beach." The story of the Tennessee's wreck in what 
is now Tennessee Cove, 4.5 miles up the coast from 
the Golden Gate, with all passengers wading ashore 
and baggage taken off prior to the vessel's com
plete loss, is well told in various books, including 
Wiltsee's. 
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The description of Ogden's personal adventure 
is described by Gloria Griffen Cline as follows: 
"A camp was made on shore and passengers were 
told that they could either stay there to wait for 
transportation, or walk over the steep hills to San 
Francisco Bay to a boat for San Francisco. Ogden, 
now sixty-three years old, elected to push on, al
though most of the passengers, approximately five 
hundred in number, remained behind. He was, 
however, in a dilemma. He had several thousand 
dollars in gold coins in a locked valise. It was too 
heavy for him to carry to San Francisco Bay. Fi
nally he unlocked his suitcase, put soiled clothing 
on top of his coins and let a pair of old half worn 
shoes hang out in plain sight, hoping that anyone 
with theiving tendencies would believe that an un
locked case contained nothing of value. Ogden 
was right. When he returned to camp he found the 
trunks had all been opened and rifled .... but the 
thieves had not touched his satchel which lay on 
the ground just as he had left it.... Ogden took 
particular delight in outsmarting the thieves and 
loved to tell the story. When he repeated this inci
dent to General James C. Strong, he chuckled and 
twisted his lips as he always did when he was 
pleased." 

This was Peter Skene Ogden's last adventure. 
We can only sunnise, but it is likely that he had 
brought the gold coin with the intention of taking 
it on to Fort Vancouver to continue in the gold ex
change trade that had been so successful before he 
left. However, in the 14 month period of his ab
sence the trade had practically ceased. He returned 
to Fort Vancouver in mid-March 1853 and contin
ued to rule the Fort, coping with many problems 
during a time of growing American presence. He 
became ill in mid-1854; his health failing, he 
moved to a new home in Oregon City, and there 
passed away September 27, 1854. 

The gold dust exchange was profitable to those 
that got in early by recognizing the need. Their 
example set in motion the activity that led to an 
oversupply from many sources which extinguished 
the need for the business. The disparity, while it 
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existed, fostered the growth of the express compa
nies, such as Adams and Wells Fargo; and wher
ever gold dust was produced, it increasingly was 
sent to places where the exchange rate was more 
favorable, such as the East Coast. The coins of the 
private mints, the Peruvian silver dollars that had 
been shipped in barrels, other foreign coins, and 
the Oregon "Beaver Money" were to a great ex
tent called in and melted down and reissued as U.S. 
coin by the San Francisco mint when it opened in 
1854. 

The Sacramento Union of Tuesday, April 14, 
1854 has the following under the heading of Open
ing of the Mint: "We learn from our telegraphic 
correspondent that the United States Mint at San 
Francisco opened yesterday morning. Adams & 
Co. made the first deposit." When one considers 
the great amount of gold dust leaving San Fran
cisco forwarded by many shippers, it of course 
would be expected that the Coit-Drusina gold ex
change business was not unique, and that many 
business houses had coin shipped to them, return
ing a greater value of dust by the sea route. 

Upon reflection, it is amazing that international 
bankers and business houses were willing to risk 
their capital in either coin or dust with the uncer
tainties of transportation over such great distances 
at sea during this period. Perhaps it was the shrink
ing profit margin, or perhaps the news of the loss 
of the Comnwdore Preble at Humboldt Bay on May 
6, 1851 -the first shipping disaster on the Pacific 
Coast during the Gold Rush, followed by the loss 
of the Union, 300 miles south of San Diego on 
July 4, 1851 - influenced the decision of Coit & 
Drusina to bring the gold exchange trade to a close 
(even though the Union's cargo of gold dust was 
recovered). 

The Western Legacy of Daniel Wadsworth Coit 
George P. Hammond, in his introduction to 

Digging for Gold Without a Shovel, says that "The 
date of Coit's departure from San Francisco is not 
definite but it is probable that he was back home 
by the summer of 1852." In March he had written 
that he would try to get away in a couple of months. 
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In this publication are reproduced twelve descrip
tive letters written between August 21, 1848 and 
March 15, 1849 and sent home to his wife in Nor
wich, Connecticut. Eight fine pencil sketches of 
Mexico City people and places give us a window 
on the locale at the end of the Mexican War. 

The same volume reproduces 26 long detailed 
letters from San Francisco written between April 
11, 1849 and December 13, 1851 that paint a pic
ture of the early growth of the city. These are 
complemented by five fine pencil drawings of the 
city, plus three of Benicia, and a self-portrait. These 
are a valuable addition to the limited number of 
pictorial representations of the pre-statehood pe
riod in the Bay Area. All of the original drawings 
now reside in the Bancroft Library of the Univer
sity of California, a gift of Coit's descendants. 
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The two business letters reproduced here 
complement the descriptive letters written home, 
and exhibit an example of the business side of 
Coit's activities in the gold exchange business dur
ing the first years of the California Gold Rush. The 
cover and July 13 letter have been previously re
corded in Kenneth J. Kutz's California Gold. The 
extensive discussion herein serves as an example 
of the greater story that may surround a formal 
business letter that can possibly be revealed by 
research. There is a natural tendency to disregard 
the message in formal and routine business letters 
in preference to the postal markings and routings 
of the cover, but there just may be a wonderful 
story sleeping behind the obvious and tucked away 
in your collection. 
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WESTWARD HO! BY WATER ROUTE 
Part3 
©1996 

by Calvet M. Hahn 

Figure 94. Not all letters back east reached their destination safely. This is a cover posted at San Francisco 
with a poor black SAN FRANCISCO I JUN I 1 I CAL. strike and a boxed 30 rate to New York by Eugene Casses, 
an attorney and commissioner per his embossed flap, with a manuscript docketing at left. It was addressed to 
the Clerk of the City and County of New York, and as addressed by name received a red New York ADVERTISED 
at that point, and a pencil '6 all' charge. I only record a few examples of the separate New York advertised as 
seen here (1853-54). 

Vanderbilt and the Nicaragua Route 
In order to understand the water mails to Cali

fornia, it is advisable to know the players, the vari
ous negotiations, and the behind-the-scene deals 
involved in the mail contracts. Wiltsee, in his Gold 
Rush Steamers, gives some of the essential facts, 
but in a confused fashion. The best discussion I've 
seen is in the Vanderbilt fortune chapters of muck
raker Gustavus Myers' History of the Great Ameri
can Fortunes, originally written in 1907, but avail
able today in a Modern Library edition. As 
Vanderbilt was a key player for much of the pe
riod, these chapters give good background on his 
"working methods." 

Cornelius "Commodore" Vanderbilt was the 

descendant of a Dutch family that came over in 
1650 to settle in Brooklyn, New York. He was 
born May 27, 1794 and died January 4, 1877, leav
ing one of America's great fortunes to his son, 
William Henry Vanderbilt (1821-1885). The bulk 
of the $105 million he bequeathed was assembled 
in fifteen years, much from his steamboat activi
ties. It was multiplied by his descendants, until 
Senator Sherman estimated it at a third of a billion 
dollars by 1889. Some 85% of U.S. railroads were 
owned by his heirs. 

At the age of twelve, Cornelius was function
ally illiterate, barely able to write his name; but he 
had a native shrewdness and knew the New York 
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Figure 95, A second San Francisco cover was posted December 1, 1852 and was a legal deposition in a New 
York Supreme Court case against David Leavitt. It was sent unpaid with 90¢ postage due and received a black 
46x6 mm. REFUSED, due to non-payment of postage. Howeve1~ it was also given a black ADVERTISED; 
apparently one of the New York parties responded, as it was marked "Opened and filed I January 24, 1853." It 
bears the only example of the "Refused" of New York I record on stamp less covers. If this went by U.S. Mail line, 
it traveled on Panama and the Georgia: but it may have traveled on the SIS Inaevendence, which departed the 
1st of December and connected with the Uncle Sam. arriving at New York December 29th. The Georgia arrived 
about January 3rd. 

waterfront. At age sixteen he bought a ferry and 
began carrying passengers between his home on 
Staten Island and the city; his wife ran a tavern in 
New Brunswick (N.J.), and contributed to his early 
income and contacts. The success of Fulton's 
steamboats persuaded Vanderbilt to sell off his 
schooners and become a steamboat captain, join
ing with Gibbons in trying to break Fulton's mo
nopoly. The 1816 Stondinger was renamed and 
became his Mouse in the Mountain. By 1829 he 
was worth $30,000. 

By 1847 he already had a long-running rivalry 
with George "Live Oak" Law. Myers stated: 

"His policy at this time was to bankrupt com
petitors, and then having obtained a monopoly, to 
charge exorbitant rates. The public which wel
comed him as a benefactor in declaring cheaper 
rates and which flocked to patronize his line, had 
to pay dearly for their premature and short-sighted 
joy. For the first five years (after 1829) his prof
its, according to Croffut, (his biographer), reached 
$30,000 a year, doubling in successive years. By 
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the time he was forty years old he ran steamboats 
to many cities on the coast, and had amassed a for
tune of half a million... one of his most effective 
means for harassing and driving out competitors 
was in bribing the New York Common Council to 
give him, and refuse them, dock privileges.... He 
was universally regarded as the buccaneer of the 
shipping world. He leisurely allowed other men 
to built up profitable lines of steamboats, and then 
he proceeded to carry out methods which inevita
bly had one of two terminations: either his com
petitor had to buy him off at an exorbitant price, or 
he was left in undisputed succession." 

In 1858, Senator Toombs spoke before the Sen
ate stating that in regard to the California mails, 
and their subsidies, there were two lines: the PMSS, 
or Harris line, and the U.S. Mail, or Albert Sloo 
line. He reported that Vanderbilt, threatening them 
with both competition and a public agitation such 
as would uncover the fraud involved in their ob
taining their contracts, forced them to pay him gi
gantic sums in return for his silence and inactivity. 
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Figure 96. This interesting piece is a money letter that is a "theft from the mails" item that originated at 
Colon Aprill5, 1855. The U.S. Mail steamer Illinois, a 2 .124-ton wooden side-wheele1~ was reported in 
the May II, 1855 New York Herald to be due, but had not been sighted as of the previous evening, and 
was rumored to have had to put in at Nolfolkjorcoal. In the issue of the 13th it was noted it had put into 
Havana with $1 million in treasure; on the 15th it was noted as arriving the previous morning via 
Kingston, with news from California as of April 17th. On the flap of this smuggled Jetter is a note: "We 
certify that the money aluded [sic] to in this lettel: has to the best of our believe [sic] been stolen on 
board the Steamer 1//inois. New York, May 13th '55 John P. ?fester, Baltimore V.R. McDaniel Iowa." 
The cover is addressed to David Lanman & Co. at 96 Water St. 
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Figure 97, Few letters are recorded "written on board at sea." One of these is a late letter begun August 
16,1864 "on board the Costa Rica 3 days sail from N.Y." The writer expects to arrive at Aspinwall next 
Sunday or Monday; on the 18th he opened a can of molasses and found it an improvement on the ship's 
fare; is now in sight of the Bahamas; met the gunboat Galatea and an officer came over with mails. On 
the 19th he reports passing Cuba the previous night, and then sights Navassa island, a half mile off, and 
saw three vessels on its southern side loading guano. On the 20th he hands the letters off to a steamer 
which was passing. The letter returned to New York September 5th and was marked "Due 6" there. The 
Costa Rica was originally built in 1863 for Vanderbilt and named the Commodore. How ever, when it 
ran from New York to Aspinwall from July 1864 until the summer of 1865, it was named the Costa Rica. 
It was then purchased by the Pacific Mail line and continued on the route until the Spring of 1866. On 
April a, 1867 she sailed/or Hong Kong via the Cape of Good Hope to serve as a branch line vessel 
between Yokohama and Shanghai, until sold to the Mitsubishi line in 1875 and renamed Genaki Maru. 
Its service in the branch line is well known philatelically. 
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Figure 99. A corner card cover from the U.S. Mail Line, adressed to Robert Carrington, now a purser 
on the Empire City in quaramine. It is datelined New York October 13, 1855, showing that after he had 
returned from Australia and joined A. W. Hawley, he had again left to join the U.S. Mail Line. 
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Figure 98. Another written-on-board letter is this, smuggled back from Panama and posted at Cohoes, N.Y. 
February 24, 1851. It is datelined "On board Steamship Geor~ia February lOth, 1112 miles off shore." The 
writer, Joseph Chadwick, noted the vessel had a beautiful passage to Chagres, despite rough seas. He adds part 
of the cargo was a piano for Jenny Lind, whom he heard peJform at the 7-tiered Tacin theater in Havana, 
courtesy of P.T. Barnum. He reports he is sending a box of Havana cigars "via Adams Express" on the return 
trip. He is te new purser for the Georgia. as the original one was taken sick of!Chagres. Upon reaching that 
town he visited Pizarro'sfort and then went to visit the steamship Pacific, anchored a mile away. He requests a 
daguerrotype of a female friend, Flo, and closed by noting he is writing in the purser's office, and thinks it no 
more than right to seal the letter with the Geor~ia's seal, a portion of which is still on the flap . 
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Figure 100. A September14, 1853 coverfrom a writer on his way to SanJuan, Nicaragua, bears the corner card 
of Morgan's New York & California Steam Ship line for San Francisco, and lists C. Morgan as New York agent, 
reflecting his takeoverfrom Vanderbilt. It bears a double black circled 5 strike for the bz-ship rate at New York, 
as well as a black 11- hands tamp for transit to England, which it reached October 10, 1853. It was in transit just 
at the time Vanderbilt learned of Morgan and Garrison's betrayal of him. 
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Responsible capitalists offered to carry the mails 
for $550,000, but the contracts given were for 
$900,000 a year, with the contractors compelled 
to give Vanderbuilt $56,000 a month. He added: 
"They pay lobbymen, they pay agencies, they go 
to law, because everybody is to have something; 
and I know this Sloo contract has been in chan
cery in New York for years. (Sloo vs. George 
Law.)" 

On May 2, 1860, Ellwood Fisher, a trustee of 
the U.S. Mail S.S. Co., testified that Vanderbilt was 
paid $10,000 a month by the U.S. Mail S.S. Co, 
and that the Pacific Mail S.S .line paid him $30,000 
monthly. William Davidge, president of the 
P.M.S.S., admitted the company had long paid 
blackmail to Vanderbilt. Marshall Robe1ts and his 
associates then succeeded in having the govern
ment recoup them for the Vanderbilt blackmail 
payments, fighting from 1859 to 1870 until the 
government agreed to recoup them. It was a time 
when bribery was particularly rampant in Congress. 
Upon appeal, the Supreme Court upheld the claim 
that Congress had the right to do this. 
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A California mail contract was authorized ear
lier, but in November 1847, Arnold Harris was the 
only bidder and won the mail contract for the Pa
cific. The Atlantic contract had already been 
granted on April20, 1847 to Albert Sloo, who was 
primarily a lobbyist, and who was fronting for 
George Law, Marshall Roberts and B.R. Mcilvaine. 
They came forth on August 17, 1847 to form the 
U.S. Mail S.S. Co. which was to begin operations 
October 1, 1848. On the Pacific side, Harris had 
promptly assigned the mail contract to William 
Aspinwall, who, together with Garland Howland 
and Henry Chauncy, formed the Pacific Mail S.S. 
Co. on April 12, 1848. Howland & Aspinwall had 
been New York mail forwarders since at least 1835. 
They were Mayflower descendants and their grand
father, Joseph Howland, was a prosperous ship
owner and merchant in Norwich, Ct. in 1800. His 
son, Gardiner G., was with the Bayard firm, and in 
1816 joined his brother in G.G. and S. Howland, 
having married an heiress and already had remark
able success with "second hand" ships in the Latin 
American trade. They retired in 1834. Gardiner's 
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Figure 101. Another Morgan comer card with a #2 Bowling Green address is an ex-D1: Polland cove1: 
It bears a black 34 mm. circle NEW-YORK I SHIP I JUN 6 I 5 cts handstamp that is known from 1855 
into 1858, but which in this case can be dated to 1858. The break in the rim after the "K" of YORK 
occurred in the Fall of 1857, while the deterioration over the NEW is greater than examples from the 
Spring of 1858. The absent contents would have been written in Nicaragua just about the time Morgan 
finally gave up and disposed of his ships to Vanderbilt. 
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son, William E. Howland and his nephew, Will
iam H. Aspinwall (whose mother was a Howland), 
formed Howland & Aspinwall, circa 1835. As 
early as 1830-31, W.H. Aspinwall was signing for 
the Howland firm. 

George Law was the son of an Irish immigrant, 
but an ardent "Native American" who was a self
made man, beginning as a canal contractor and 
graduating to river steamers. His lieutenant and 
successor was Marshall 0. Roberts, son of a Welsh 
doctor. Law's active politics helped, and his for
tune is reported to have come from contracts 
thrown his way by a friendly Navy agent even 
though competitor's bids were lower. Initially the 
Law line ships were larger because business was 
expected to be better than that in the Pacific. In 
1848, Aspinwall decided a railroad was the solu
tion to crossing the isthmus, and he and his associ-

. ···' 
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ates got a New York charter for the Panama rail
road. John L. Stephens, who knew Central 
America, was chosen as president. The line was 
completed in January, 1855 and for a decade paid 
regular 12% dividends. 

The booming gold rush traffic in 1849 and 1850 
soon convinced George Law and his associates in 
the U.S. Mail line to move into Pacific operations 
as well. On May 6, 1850 they sent their steamer. 
the Isthmus, to inaugurate a West Coast service as 
well. The Pacific Mail immediately retaliated by 
beginning a Chagres to New York operation to 
compete with the U.S. mail. Under pressure, the 
Post Office specified on October 20, 1850 that the 
U.S. mails could only go on contract vessels, which 
were the Pacific Mail in the Pacific and the U.S. 
Mail in the Atlantic and Caribbean. In November. 
1850, the Pacific Mail bought the previously dis-

.. · ·~ . 

Figure 102. An unusual corner card is this of the Ocean Transit Co. of New York, which is not to be 
found in any of the standard references dealing with the California mails. It seems to be the old 
Edward Mills Ocean Steam Navigation Co. mark in a new guise. The cover is ex-William Bogg, and 
the date fits the period when the Canal Company had notified the Nicaraguan government that Walker's 
invasion had prevented it from meeting the provisions of the 90-day contract dated October 26, 1857, 
but that they were making arrangements to meet the provisions, albeit somewhat late. To do this they 
had contacted Edward Mills and got the Hermann and George Washinutonfor the Nicaragua route. 
This cover went to England on the Cunarder America; it bears a 5 I JAN I 261 N.YORK BR. PKT. 
handstamp to show credit to the U.S. and a 11- handstamp to show the charge due for transit. It 
reached Liverpool on the 9th. Note it is exactly 90 days from the October 26, 1857 contract d.ate. 
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Figure 103. Seen here is an embossed corner card for the steamer Brother Jonathan that is found on a 
cover sent unpaid to Abraham Hardy at New Livingston, Indiana. It is unlisted in the James Milgram 
work on Vessel-Named Markings or its supplements. The marking is a shield reading BROTHER I 
JONATHAN I OFFICE I 18 I BEEKMAN ST. I NEW YORK. The cover can be dated to 1855 by the 
breakdown of the 32 mm. New York circular date stamp, which did not achieve this state until November 
1854, makb1g this cover an 1855 date with its MAY I 28 circular date stamp. The Brother Jonathan was 
a I ,360 ton wooden sidewheeler with berths for 365 passengers. It was built for Edward Mills and 
launched November 2,1850, and served between New York and Chagresfor him in I85I and 1852. In 
March 1853, Vanderbilt bought the vessel and enlarged the berthing to 750 passengers. She was sent to 
San Francisco May 14, 1852 and operated between that city and Nicaragua between I852 and 1856, 
after which she was sold to the California Steam Navigation Co .for coastwise trade. In I 86I she was 
extensively rebuilt. On July 30, I865 the Brother Jonathan struck a rock about ten miles north of 
Crescent City and sank within 45 minutes. 

cussed Howard Line vessels, except for the New 
Orleans. 

Vanderbilt saw a big profit potential, and to
gether with Joseph L. White and Nathaniel Wolf, 
arranged for a competing contract with the Nica
raguan government on Septmber 3, 1851 (ratified 
the 29th). The new Vanderbilt Independent Line 
was announced July 4, 1851, with the sailing of 
the Pacific on he West coast and the Prometheus 
in the East.. The competition proved ruinous, and 
on February 23, 1852 the New Orleans, which I.W. 
Raymond had managed to hold back from the 
Howard line sale, gave up and sailed for Australia, 
where it would be purchased by the Melbourne 
Steam Packet Line. Vanderbilt provided excite-
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ment from the beginning. On its third trip, in Oc
tober 1851, the Prometheus was fired upon in 
Greytown harbor by a British warship, which was 
supporting a protectorate through the "king of the 
Mosquito Coast." The British government dis
avowed the action two months later, but the scene 
was set for the 1854 U.S. bombardment of 
Greytown while the British had to stand by. 

Vanderbilt divided his Nicaragua operation into 
several parts. One was the Vanderbilt line, which 
carried passengers from New York to Nicaragua. 
In Nicaragua he had an American Atlantic & Pa
cific Ship Canal Co. (The Canal Co.), which was 
to build the proposed canal. In August, 1851, he 
established the Accessory Transit Co., which was 
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Figure 104. A proposal of the time was for a 
"Peoples Line", the California & New York Steam
ship Company, which would be controlled in 
California. This line was proposed when Morgan 
and Garrison withdrew their ships in March 1857. 
The new line advertised here was to have Marshall 
0. Roberts (who still had an interest in the U.S. 
Mail line) as president. It would charge $150 for 
first cabin and $50 for second. This initial an
nouncement appeared in the Daily Alta May 24, 
1857. The line would link up with the U.S. Mail. A 
notice in the March 5, 1858 San Francisco Bulletin 
suggests the company was only on paper, as noth
ing had happened by that date. It suggested that it 
may only have been a scheme to allow San Fran
cisco interests to borrow in New York. 

to issue tickets and transport passengers across 
Nicaragua. He persuaded Millard Fillmore to push 
the canal, and its stock went from $800 to $13,600 
a share, while the Accessory Transit stock went 
from $20 to $50. When Baring Brothers, in Lon
don, was unable to get the London financial mar
ket interested, the Canal Company stock rapidly 
dropped back to $800 and then disappeared from 
the market; Vanderbilt made another fortune in the 
meantime. 

Accessory company paid Vanderbilt $1.2 million 
cash and sold 40,000 shares of stock on the mar
ket, with the price going from $30 to $40 a share. 
Vanderbilt retained the steamboat agent for twelve 
months in exchange for receiving 20% of the gross 
receipts. On February 14, 1853, he again became 
a director of the Accessory Transit, but did notre
take the presidency. As there were several ship
ping accidents just at that time, he selected two 
men: a New Yorker, Cornelius Garrison, to run the 
Pacific agency, and a fellow director, Charles Mor
gan, a Connecticut man who ran an early steamer 
line to Charleston and then from New Orleans to 
Texas and also ran the third largest engine build-

Following the news of the failure of Barings' 
efforts in September, 1852, Vanderbilt resigned as 
president of the Access01y Transit Co. and, in De
cember, offered to sell the Vanderbilt ships. The 
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ing yard. Both Garrison and Morgan were bucca- In San Francisco, Garrison told the public that 
neers of a similar stripe to Vanderbilt, but they were Vanderbilt's interests in the Vanderbilt line had been 
also effective managers who could build a busi- purchased, and the company was renamed the 
ness. Nicaragua Steamship Company, effectiveAprill 0, 

Having named two capable managers, 1853. Within ten days of Vanderbilt's departure, 
Vanderbilt boarded his private yacht, North Star, Morgan had set up new offices for the New York 
and set sail for Europe in May 1853. As early as & California Co. at #5 Bowling Green. Morgan 
March 1853, Morgan had a new company, the New and Joseph L. White, Vanderbilt's attorney and the 
York & California Steamship Co. incorporated in man who got him the Nicaragua charter, had cap
New York with Jacob Westervelt, Warren Delano tured the Accessory Transit Co. through stock 
Jr., Charles Davis, Sidney Brooks, D.B. Fearing, manipulation and named Morgan president, effec
etc. as directors. On May 18th, Morgan had the tive July 18, 1853. They then charged .Vanderbilt 
New York & San Francisco Steamship Co.'s name with indebtedness to the company and suspended 
changed to that of the New York & California. This all payments to him. 
company had been operating the Winfield Scott Another player also appears at this time, Ed
and Cortes. which were now stated to connect with ward Mills. Mills was unknown in shipping circles 
the Union for New York and the United States for in 1847 when he walked off with the government's 
New Orleans. $200,000 subsidy to build a transatlantic mail line. 

Figure 106. The first of the "via Nicaragua" handstamps is a small blue 29.x9 mm. italicized straightline VIA. 
NICARAGUA I AHEAD OF THE MAILS, seen on this ex-Grunin cove1: As reported in Western Exoress by Dr. 
Polland.jakes are known made by rubber stamps. The marking is rare and this is the earliest I record; it was 110t 
recorded in Wiltsee's Gold Rush Steamers book. This cover was apparemly pw on the May 16, 1853 sailing of 
the Sierra Nevada at San Francisco, with a Scott #11 used to pay the postage. When the letter reached New York 
on the 1,767 ton Northern Liehtfrom Nicaragua, the adhesive was struck by a black NEW YORK I SHIP I JUN 
I 24 circular date stamp. and the cover rated 4¢ due to make up the 5¢ inship rate plus the 2¢ to cany it onward 
to Bangor, Maine. While the cover is undated, the arrival c.d.s.fits only this 1853 arrival of the North em Light. 
This italicized straightline use was shortlived and followed by the chamfered rectangle in the fall of 1853. 
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Figure 105. The company's handstamp is seen on this out-of-the-mail June 27, 1857 from a San Francisco writer who had 
attended the line's board meeting the previous day and sent off a report by express. He notes that that the addressee's 
company in Marysville had approached him indirectly with a job offer. He also stated he had been elected Secretary and 
Treasurer of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, but was now declared ineligible through a political maneuver, so 
that Wadsworth now holds the Secretary position. A Frenchman, M. Bossage, was reported as one of four winners in the 
$50,000 Havana lottery. The backs tamp of this ex-Po/land cover is a blue double-bordered 52x21 CALIFORNIA & NEW 
YORK I SAN FRANCISCO I *STEAMSHIP CO.*. See Western ExvressJuly 1979 for comment. 

Figure 107. The red chamfered box VIA NICARAGUA I AHEAD OF THE MAILS is also found on covers bearing bisects 
of the 12¢ 1851 issue used July through September1853. when San Francisco, and offices that obtained adhesives from it, 
ran out of 3¢ adhesives and resorted to bisecting their stock of 12¢ adhesives. The Postmaster General put a stop to the 
practice by a November 10, 1853 circular stating that the bisects were not to be recognized. The bisect on this cover was 
not accepted. The letter was probably put on the Brother Jonathan departing San Francisco September 1, 1853. It was 
placed on the Northern Li~htat Nicaragua for its transit to New York, where it arrived September 24,1853 along with 655 
passengers. While over 10012¢ bisect covers are recorded in Chronjc/e#75, this ex-Grunin cover is not anwng them. The 
morning following the steamer's arrival in New York, this cover was struck with two strikes oft he black NEW-YORK I SHIP 
I SEP 25 c.d.s. One had a black 6 hands tamp applied inside it, which was struck in error and crossed out, while the second 
c.d.s. had a penned 7 rate applied to represent the correctS¢ inship rate plus the 2¢ needed to cover the inland forwarding 
of the cover to its destination at West Chester, Pa. 
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Figure 108. Wiltsee's book notes the first use of the "AHEAD OF THE MAILS" slogan isfowzd in the 
Alta California of December 30,1852. He stated it appeared on mail at least as early as July 1,1853 (if 
not January 1, 1853), but I have been unable to confirm dates quite this early. One of the more unusual 
uses of the standard red chamfered boxed AHEAD OF THE MAILS strikes is seen on this September 15, 
1853 cover from San Francisco. It was free-franked by Alpheus Felch of Michigan, Commissioner to 
adjust private land claims in California. 

The cover was put on the 1,117 ton S.S. Cortes, which had been designated for the New York and San 
Francisco line prior to the vessel's purchase by Vanderbilt in the summer of 1853. The letter left San 
Francisco September 16, 1853, and in Nicaragua it was transferred to the 1,172 ton wooden sidewheeler 
Star of the West, owned by Charles Morgan at the time. It reached New York and a 34 mm. NEW-YORK 
I SHIP I OCT 10 I 7 cts. handstamp was struck with the rate crossed out to reflect the franking. This 
vessel is also noted as the one that brought Union reinforcements to Ft. Sumter in January, 1861. 

He formed the Ocean Steam Navigation Company, Accessory Transit Co. a more effective competi
and built the Hermann, named for Joseph Hermann, tor. 
who helped fmance it; and the George Washing- Vanderbilt returned to New York September23, 
ton. Mills' associates were C. H. Sand, Mortimer 1853 and learned then what had happened, and that 
Livingston, and John L. Stephens. Mills had had he was out of the Nicaraguan transit. He immedi
the Brother Jonathan built, but sold it to Vanderbilt. ately informed Morgan and Garrison that, having 
He was, on June 30, 1853, the owner of the Uncle been cheated, he would not sue them but rather 
Sam and was building the Yankee Blade, which a would ruin them. His first step in this direction 
notice of this date stated was to run to Aspinwall was setting up his Independent Opposition Line in 
with the Uncle Sam. February, 1854, along with Edward Mills. On Feb-

In the Pacific, Garrison negotiated an agree- ruary 20th they sent the North Star to initiate the 
ment with the Pacific Mail to set equal rates to run to Aspinwall. Rates were drastically cut. The 
avoid competing for passengers. Morgan could Transit Co. and the Pacific Mail were temporarily 
not do so with Law's U.S. Mail, so a rate war en- aided in the competition by a massive new wave 
sued that lasted until September when Vanderbilt of emigration, but by June 6 Vanderbilt had cut 
returned. Both Morgan and GaiTison set out to rates to $100 first class and $35 steerage. On Sep
improve the transit across Nicaragua to make the tember 1, 1854, the Nicaragua Transit, U.S. Mail 
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Figure 109. The companion marking, applied on west-bound mail, was the black 34x24 mm. NICARAGUA 
UNE I IN ADVANCE I OF THE MAIL, seen on an1854 cover to Col. George White at Virgin Bay, Nicaragua. 
George White was related to Vanderbilt's lawye1~ Joseph White, who obtained the Nicaraguan charter for 
Vanderbilt. As the Picayune ofFebrumy 7,1854 reported, Col. George White had arrived with a contractfor 
horse carriages to convey passengers across the isthmus in February 1854, this letter had to have come on the 
1,768 ton wooden side-wheeler Northern Light, leaving New York February 4, 1854. The vessel had been built 
for Vanderbilt and entered service May 5,1852. Col. George White was working for Morgan and Garrison in 
1854 in their attempt to upgrade transit across Nicaragua. 

Figure 110. My records show three covers bearing the black 56x36 oval INDEPENDENT LINE !AHEAD OF 
THE MAILS I YANKEE BLADE I AND I NORTH STAR I VIA PANAMA. One, ex-Ashbrook, is addressed to 
Peterson; another is to Hardrick. One seen here is addressed to Mrs. Richmond. This cover can be dated to 
I854 because the Yankee Blade, a I ,767 ton steamer owlledby Edward Mills, was launched after June I853. The 
vessel made one trip to Aspinwall for Mills in December I853 before going to the Pacific, departing New York 
F ebrua1y 2, I854 and reaching San Francisco May 4, 1854 after rounding the Hom. She sailed for Panama with 
this letter June 10, 1854 to connect there with Vanderbilt's private yacht, the I ,868 toll North Stm; Vanderbilt 
had put the yacht into the Panama service beginning in F ebrumy 1854. This ex-Grunin cover was on the fastest 
trip from California to date, 21 days and 21 hours. (The Yankee Blade was wrecked October 1, 1854,just after 
being purchased by the Nicaragua Transit Co. ill a "resolution" of the dispute with Vanderbilt.) 
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Figure 111. Another rare strike is the two-line chamfered blue box "AHEAD OF THE MAILS", of 
which I note only two examples. Here it is seen with a pair each of the 3¢ dull red and 12¢ black, 
both applied at New York and tied by its black grids. The cover originated at San Francisco Decem
ber 30, 1853, where the blue box was struck, and has a 1¢ overpaymellt of the 29¢ rate (24¢ to 
England plus 5¢ West coast) to cover transit from the Smith Brothers in San Francisco to Frederick 
Ruth in London. Its colltents comain a discussion of gold values and China policy. 

The letter was put on the 1,360 ton wooden paddle-steamer Brother Jonathan, departing San 
Francisco December 31,1853, and, according to Folkman, connecting with the 1,173 ton Star of 
the West to reach New York Februa1y 9, 1854. The Brother Jonathan was another of the vessels 
originally built for Edward Mills. It was sold to Vanderbilt in March 1852, and was wrecked in 
1865. The S1IJL was built for Vanderbilt on October 20, 1852 as the San Juan, but was under 
Charles Morgan's control from July 1853 ullfil March 1856; it was then sold to the U.S. Mail line in 
June 1857. During the Civil War the Sli1L was captured by Confederate forces and used as a receiv
ing ship at New Orleans. When New Orleans fell it was burned to prevent its falling imo Union 
hands. 
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Figure 112 (opposite page). Another rare marking is the Uncle Sam I North Star combination seen 
here; again, I record only two covers. The 1,434 ton Uncle Sam was built for Edward Mills and 
Launched September 28, 1852. She was in the Independent Opposition Line under Mills umil pur
chased by the U.S. Mail line September 4, 1854. Thus there were only four trips when the two 
vessels were in the Independent line. Although undated, this cover we !It on one of those early I854 
trips. It is intriguing because of the additional MISSENT hands tamp. The other combination cover 
I record was mailed August 31, 1854 at San Francisco, so that while it did go on the Uncle Sam it 
did not go on the North Star, which had already been sold to the U.S. Mail line by the time the letter 
crossed the isthmus. 

Figure 113. Seen here is a Nicaragua route express cover sem by Wells Fargo 011 the Sierra Nevada 
to SanJuan en route to Glasgow. It is one of a pai1: The othe1~ sent by the Brother Jonathan, is ex
Haas and illustrated in Leuers of Gold. This cover was put on the July I, 1853 sailing of the SkJ:.m 
Nevada, which connected with the Northern Light at Nicaragua to go on to New York, arriving July 
25th where it was sent on to England with the black 31 mm. NEW 10 YORK I lULl 27 for a double 
weight credit to the U.S., and a pen 2 1- transatlantic transit charge; it was put 011 the Cunarder 
Arabia departing July 27th and arriving at Live1poo/ August 6, 1853. It reached Glasgow and got 
a yellow GLASGOW I AU 7H 11853 circle receipt marking. This marking is similar (except for the 
missing asterisk) to Figure 516 in Alcock & Holland's Postmarks q.f Great Britain and Ireland. 
which notes Glasgow's penchant for a variety of postmarks and wzusual colors. Yellow posmzarks 
are rare! 
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Figure 114. The Sierra Nevada was among the Nicaragua ships to have its own handstamp. A blue 
48x26 mm. oval STMr SIERRA NEVADA I VIA NICARAGUA I ADVANCE OF THE MAILS is seen on 
this cover, together with a circled black 6 applied at New York for 6¢ to be collected. The Sierra Nevada 
markings are only recorded in 1852 and are found in blue and black. The American Stamvless Cover 
Cataloi reports it in red in a different size, and used in 1852 between San Francisco and Panama, which 
is dubious. This 1,396-ton wooden side-wheeler was launched October 25,1851 as the~ with S. 
Dayton listed as owner; it ran on Charles Morgan's New Orleans-Texas line. It was first advertised as 
the Quartz Rock when brought to the Empire line, but it was renamed the Sierra Nevada February 7, 
1852. The vessel was then purchased by Vanderbilt and sent to San Francisco, arriving March 23, 1853, 
so that it was used in the Caribbean only in late 1852 to early 1853. She was on the San Francisco to 
Nicaragua run until March 1857, but was not part of the Accessory Transit (Nicaragua Transit) hold
ings during 1853. She as owned personally by Garrison and chartered to the company, according to the 
records in the Knapp files cited by Wiltsee. 

and Pacific Mail lines met Vanderbilt's terms and 
purchased his vessels for $800,000, plus $100,000 
for an agreement that he not reenter the California 
trade. 

Despite having to pay off Vanderbilt, Morgan 
and Garrison had so improved the Nicaragua route 
that it was profitable and a major competitor to the 
Panama route by 1855, At this point, William 
Walker and his filibusters entered the picture. Both 
sides used him. Vanderbilt moved in late 1855 to 
again "ruin" Morgan and drove him out as presi
dent of the Nicaragua company in January, 1856. 
Morgan then linked up with Walker and had the 
company's charter annulled. Word of this was sent 
secretly to Morgan on February 28th, but 
Vanderbilt didn't learn of it until March 13th, so 
that Morgan was able to sell out his stock and make 
a huge return at Vanderbilt's expense. New battles 
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between Vanderbilt and the Morgan/Garrison group 
broke out. Despite Vanderbilt's removal of his 
vessels, the route was reopened by April 1856. 

On July 12, 1856 Walker became president of 
Nicaragua and completed his arrangements with 
Morgan and Garrison by confiscating the old Tran
sit Company, which was owned by Vanderbilt by 
this time. Walker also made philatelic news by 
authorizing U.S. adhesives for use in the Nicara
guan mails. Because Walker had worked with 
Morgan and Garrison, Vanderbilt sought his de
feat. He offered Costa Rica $50,000 in cash and a 
$1,000,000 loan to modify its war plans against 
Walker. He also offered to finance the transporta
tion back to the U.S. of any of Walker's forces who 
deserted. On January 3, 1857 he closed the Nica
raguan transit to Walker and his allies. On May I, 
1857 Walker surrendered. 
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Figure 115. A letter incoming to Nicaragua was received at the head of the river rapids at Castillo, 
where it was noted as having entered the country on the ocean steamer Star Qfthe West before being put 
on a river steamer. It is addressed to Col. George White at Virgin Bay (located on Lake Nicaragua on 
the Pacific side). The date would be 1854,for that is the year Col. White brought in carriages to ease 
transit across Nicaragua. As White had left, the letter was forwarded to the family's office of D.L. White 
at 51 Wall St. in New York, where the black unpaid "6" rate was applied. David White had originally 
surveyed the Nicaragua route for Vanderbilt and is probably related to Joseph L. White, the Indiana 
lawyer who was Vanderbilt's lawyer and sometimes partner -- when not his opponent. 

Figure 116. William Walker authorized the use of U.S. adhesives on Nicaraguan mail during 
his brief control of that country. There are a handful of examples known. Seen here is the ex
Haas Walker cover illustrated in Coburn's Letters qfGold (p. 102). It is docketed as written by 
Walker on March 1, 1856 and f01warded by Wines & Co. Express, whose New York office was at 
#2 Bowling Green, the same address as Morgan! It was put on the Nqrthern Light leaving San 
Juan March 5th and reaching New York the evening of March 13th, so that the 3¢ was killed the 
next morning. 
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Meanwhile, in October 1856, the Costa Rica 
government gave Vanderbilt's agent. W.R. Webster, 
a provisional transit contract Vanderbilt rejected 
the terms and Webster went over to Morgan and 
Garrison. In the meantime, the Nicaraguans signed 
an amended charter with the Canal Company, now 
under the control of Joseph White and H.G. 
Stebbins, rather than Vanderbilt. By early 1858, 
Morgan and Garrison had given up and disposed 
of their steamers. Vanderbilt was trying to get those 
steamers and a transit charter, while White and the 
Canal Co.'s other owners sought to have its new 
charter extended. 

On November 8, 1858, the Canal Company 
decided to use Edward Mills' steamers Hennann 
and Washington to reopen the route. The Hermann 
was sent around the Horn, but was stranded in 

December 1996 

Valparaiso for lack of funds. By the time it reached 
Panama it was directed to go to San Francisco, thus 
skipping Nicaragua. The Nicaraguans refused to 
accept the Washington, and transit was in suspense 
until October 5, 1859, when Vanderbilt's mail con
tract took effect, with the Postmaster General's 
proviso that the mails had to go via Panama. The 
old Canal Company was reorganized as the Cen
tral American Transit Company, the charter rati
fied on July 12, 1861. The route finally opened on 
October 21, 1862, but it would be two more years 
before regular service was restored. In 1864 there 
was a short one-year Nicaraguan mail route con
tract by the U.S. that I wrote up in the March 1986 
Collectors Club Philatelist. 

Postal artifacts exist for many of the events, 
among them those shown as Figures 99 to 119. 

Figure 117. This 1864 cover to Zurich has pen cancelled U.S. adhesives, as well as a manuscript "Vera 
Cruz Paid Oct. 7". It reached New York October 15, 1864 and was placed on the 2,684 ton Saxonia, which 
reached Cowes, England November lOth under sail after its machine1y broke down. The letter had gone 
on the Golden Rule, departing SanJuan Nicaragua October 7,1864, and arrived at New York October 
15th "with the mails". Owner M.O. Roberts was on board. The 2,764 ton Golden Rule was originally laid 
down in 1863 as the Retribution, a name which appears to have been selected to represent what happens to 
those who crossed Vanderbilt. When acquired by the Central American Transit Co. inl864 it was renamed 
the Golden Rule, and first was registered at New York July 15,1864. It inaugurated the reopened Nicara
gua route August 27th. /twas lost on the Roncador Reef off Honduras on May 30, 1865. 

A San Francisco paper of October 18, 1864 notes that postmaster R.F. Perkins advertised: "MAIL VIA 
NICARAGUA-- Postmaster Perkins informs us that there will be made up and sent from this office a letter 
mail for the East em States via Nicaragua on Wednesday the 19th inst. Closing at 6 AM. pwzctually ..... " 

The 1866 Report of the Postmaster Genera/notes expenditure of $437.38 for the New York and Nica
raguan mails. The new mail agent for the Opposition route, I. W. Raymond, arrived at San Francisco 
October 17,1864, so he would have been at Nicaragua on October 7,1864 to kill the stamps and apply the 
Vera Cruz origin notation. This is the one time an agent was there. It is the only known use of Black Jacks 
from Nicaragua and an earliest recorded use of the Nicaragua mail route. 
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AppendLx A 

'JIC.'\R.AGUA ROl'TE A TLA~TIC SAILINGS AFFECTED 
"'~' BY M:\lL COl"TRACf 

Leave Arrive Leave Arrive 

Vessel !'lew York .. ~-lea~.!? u:1 .. --~-ic_ara&~~ .. New York 
. . ..... --- ··- -· -·· ··- ·-·---. -... ~ ··- .. 

Golden Rule 812 7164 9/4£ 9f7 9 '15 .. 64 

Golder. Rule 9i24 10i2E 10!7 10115 

10i24 11il E 1115 .1 tf12 

1111 9 11.'2 7E 12/ZE 1'.:\0 

12i1 9 12127E 12/31 E 1 '7!65· 

1/20165 lf27165E 2;2f65E 2[10'· . 

Metrop,Jlis 2i20 3!1E 3/8E ·3118 

Golder.' Rule 3 '21 3129E 46E -1! 14 

4 -'22 4f30E 5.'4E Si l2F. 

5i22 Lost 5 '30 

Ericks:m 7120 7i28E 8i6E 8.114 

8/19 8i29E 9!2E 911'4 

9i20 9:30E 10i8E 10/19 

E :: e: timate: remainder confirmed by newspape rs 

The 2 108 ton Metropolis was a Fall River line vessel built ih 1 H54 ;>ndp~-
parently loaned for one trip. · 
The 1902 ton Erick~on was the first air pressure ste amer. b·~ilt 11i) 852. 
and cvnverted to steam later. It was a government \·essetcJ,.,.;•<>: the war 
and obtained cheaply to replace the lo~t Colden Rule. 

Appendix B 

NICARAGUA ROCTE PACIFIC SAIUNGS AFFEC ED 
BY MAIL CONTRACT 1864·5 

Leave Arrh·e Leave Arrive 
Vessel S.F. _ -~c-~:a.$..~_a ·---~ic~-~~ua S.F. ... . - ---·· 

.\foses Taylor 8' 2316-t 9i4E 9/10E 9i20E 

America 912 1 9/JlE 10/7E 10117 (Wiltsee) · 

Moses Taylc r 10·19 16 29E 11f10E 1 If20 

Am f.' rico 11 '14 11 24E 12/4E 12/14 

Moses Taylor 12112 12 22E 1f4155E 1114i65 

America liili65 1121/65E ? :-; - ~ 2116 

Mo8es Taylor 2:13 2i23E 3i13E 3 '23 
i\me dco 3; 13 3123E 4/15E 4i~5 

Moses Torlor 4,13 4:23E 5i13E 5/23 

America* 5124E Panama 6t3E Panama 6i18E 7!1 

Moses Taylor 6113 6i23E 7/lOE 7;21 

America 7i20 7i30E 8/lOE 8 :'20 

\{oses Taylor 8 . . 3E 8/23E 917E 9,17 

i\merico 9112 9122E lQ! lOE 10i21 

* \\'! lt se~ rl:p,J rt ~ lhe 1'vffJs~s Tuylor dt!p ... Ht ~.!d this d.~tt , • for ;-,. ... anl ~u:.:~ dnd P.qna~'~ 
Tho:! re;,:;on for the PC!ii<'•nlr1 stop would lJo> to get passen ~··;, - ~ ~ th<• Cilpta:n !.~a~~ 
_of ! he~ rif.>ihQ,.(.Did•m Ru!e on 5i30 when htl )l Ot to :--; ; ·arn!lu;; . · · 
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Figure 118. A schedule of 
the Nicaragua Route 
sailings during the one
year U.S. mail contract via 
Nicaragua is shown here. 
The mail agent was not 
available until the Septem
ber 24, 1864 Golden Rule 
departure. Contract mails 
from San Francisco on this 
route began with the 
October 19, 1864 sailing 
of the Moses Tay/01: 
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Mail Forwarders 
Long before governments offered mail services 

to the public, there was a need to get correspon
dence to its destination. Enterprising individuals 
in seaports around the world met this need to for
ward business correspondence by establishing 
themselves as mail forwarders. In what was to 
become the United States, the earliest forwarder 
of which we have record is Richard Fairbanks, who 
ran the Blue Anchor tavern in Boston in 1639. He 
was licensed not only to dispense spirits, but also 
to charge if people gave him letters to forward. 
Official mail service didn't begin until 1652, and 
was extremely sparse until about 1711. 

Most forwarders did the job as a service to cor
responding businesses in other cities who recipro
cated in term; others did it as a part of their func
tion as commercial or diplomatic representatives 

December 1996 

of a foreign counu-y in that port. For example, 
William Aspinwall was Saxony's representative in 
New York in the 1830s. Forwarders were to be 
found handling mails to the West in ports from 
Valparaiso to Panama and Nicaragua to Mexico, 
in addition to those at origin cities such as Lon
don, Liverpool, New York and New Orleans -- or 
at receiving cities, such as San Francisco. G.B. 
Post as a "forwarder" of mail to Hawaii has al
ready been noted. A few men made forwarding 
their primary business, and served as independent 
mail operations rather than local distributors. 
Among these were Gregory, Wells Fargo, Palmer 
& Co. and Adams & Co. Their primary business 
might be banking, express caniage, or commis
sion merchanting. Some were expresses carrying 
mails to and from the mines along with "dust" and 

Figure 119. G.W. Wines & Co. operated 1855-57 and was significant in the handling of mail through 
Nicaragua. Their New York office was in the same location as that of Charles Morgan, #2 Bowling Green; 
there were agents in Nicaragua and Mexico, as well as California and Oregon. Seen here is a letter from 
Granada of Janumy 28, 1856, addressed to M1: J.L. Martel at the Momgome1y Baths, Room #3, on 
Montgomery St. in San Francisco. It is from Lt. George Caston and inquires about a legal matter, as well 
as informing that recruits are pouring in and he expects activity in three momhs. He seems to be anticipat
ing the 250 filibusters that Vanderbilt carried into Nicaragua on the Prometheus/rom New Orleans at the 
beginning of March, 1856, as part of his scheme to support Walker to eliminate Morgan. It would have 
come up on the Uncle Sam, which arrived Februmy 4,1856. This ex- Clifford cover bem·s a black 72x5 
mm. Wines & Co's Express, underlined, and a boxed 40xl2 mm. COLLECT. 
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Figure 120. George L. Leland provided a letter bag for the Nicaragua route mail. He modified the 
boxed AHEAD OF THE MAILS marking so that a chamfered 55x22 VIA NICARAGUA I AHEAD OF 
THE MAILS I LELAND in blue is seen on this 1853 cover that reached New York October lOth, prepaid 
with a pair of Scott #11 s. It would have traveled on the steamer Cortes. leaving San Francisco Septem
ber 16th and connecting with the Star of the West, departing Nicaragua about October 1 to arrive 
October 9th at New York. 

Figure 121. Late in 1853, Leland joined together with John McCombe to form an express that would 
service the Humboldt Bay area near the Oregon border. The maiL went up by boat. Seen here is an 
example sellt to Colberg Ranch at Trinidad, with the double-bordered 50x29 mm. oval LELAND & 
McCOMBE'S I EXPRESS I SAN FRANCISCO. The partners dissolved the operation June 28,1854 and 
Leland took in a new partner named David McComb, and so altered the handstamp by dropping the "E". 
John McCombe went to join Adams & Co. 
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provisions. A few were local distributors similar 
to the "Penny Post" carriers. Others were statio
ners or publishers. 

ers were J.W. Sullivan, G.W. Leland and Charles 
W. Kimball. The Penny Post Co. was a local op
eration that also arranged for intercity mail for
warding as well as out-of-town newspapers. Among the San Francisco "letter bag" forward-

. ~ ...... ~~~._::.....;:.:._ 
(l'UIIobel oa 6o ~B WliiiT OfTICB, .• , a.,. 8lnot, - "'"""'-) . . , 

HOW THE CALIFORNIA MINES A..RE WORKE.D. 

. ' 

Figure 122. John W. (Jerry) Sullivan was a San Francisco newsdealer who also forwarded mail and even sent 
a messenger on to Panama, Nicaragua or the East. He began alone in 1849, but by 1853 linked up with his 
agent Leland and provided letter bags for the Nicaragua mails. He used a blue shield hands tamp for his news 
depot, as well as adopting a double-bordered ovalVIANICARAGUA!IN ADVANCE OF THE MAILS I SULUVAN, 
as did Leland. Here is an example of one of the illustrated lettersheets he supplied for 12 112¢ each entitled 
"How the California Mines are Worked". On the reverse is his 57x35 mm. double-bordered oval SUPPLIED 
FROM I J.W. SUlLIVAN'S I NEWSPAPER OFFICE, I NEXT DOOR TO THE POST OFFICE I KEARNEY ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO. It was designed by San Francisco's Anthony & Baker and published by Wide West at 181 
Clay St. It is not listed in either Letters of Gold or Gold Fever. 
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Sullivan advertised in the New York Herald of July 14, 
1849 that J.W. Sullivan & Co. of29 Park Row would 
despatch special messengers to San Francisco on the 
Emvire City sailing of July 17th, noting: "our messen
gers having crossed the Isthmus several times during 
the present year are acquainted with the route. Pack
ages received unti/10 a.m." 
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The most prominent of the newspaper and let
ter bag men was Charles P. Kimball, who arrived 
in San Francisco in July 1849. Within a few months 
he organized the Kimball & Co. Express to carry 
mail to Sacramento by boat. It was unsuccessful 
and I record no covers. On February 1, 1850 he 
organized a city delivery local, with again no 
known examples. Next he picked up newspapers 
from the arriving boats and hawked them through 
the streets in rhyming verse, which is where he 
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Figure 123. Another supplier of newspapers 
and prices current was the San Francisco lo
cal, the Penny Post Co. Shown here is a "New 
York Prices Current", published by Autens & 
Bourse at 164 Pearl St., New York. It bears a 
black double-bordered circle PENNY POST 
CO. I SAN FRANCISCO, which was used by 
H.L. Goodwin. Goodwin began the local in 
June 1855 as a city delivery, with a charge of 
2¢ to take a letter to the postoffice and 5¢ to 
deliver one. He soon developed a branch sys
tem in a number of towns and printed 
lettersheets. I record three examples of this 
marking used stampless alone. This is the fin
est strike. 

got the name "Noisy Canier." In September 1850 
he published a City business directory. He had a 
store at Sansome and Pacific, but it was not until 
he opened a stationery store with books, newspa
pers, lettersheets and a publishing house at77 Long 
Wharf that he hit his stride. Basil Pearce wrote up 
Kimball's history in the April 1963 Western Ex
press, where he recorded nine different hands tamps 
and one label. 
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Figure 124. The Noisy Carrier had close connections with Garrison & Morgan's banking 
house, and thus close associations with the Nicaragua mails. One of the better known mark
ings he used was the 52x34 mm. blue rectangle with curved top and bottom FORWARDED I 
VIA 1/NDEPENENT LINE I AHEAD OF EVERY THING I FROM NOISY CARRIER I SAN 
FRANCISCO. This copy was sent October 16, 1853 on the Sierra Nevada. 

Figure 125. A rare and unlisted type is this chamfered box NOISY I CARRIERS I PUBUSHING I 
HALL in blue found on the New York Herald of November 5, 1852, with news of the election of 
Pierce. It was carried on the U.S. Mail's Georgia, departing that date, and connecting with the 
Panama at Aspinwall. 
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Figure 126. Best known of the Noisy markings is the 43x23 mm. chamfered rectangle seen here 
in green on a cover from San Francisco that is postmarked SAN FRANCISCO CAL I 16 I JAN 
I 10 that probably is 1854, when the Sierra Nevada sailed fa Nicaragua . 
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Figure 127. The same marking is struck in blue across the flap of an October 15, 1854 
letter to James Carsten at Washington discussing Senator Silas Wright of New York and 
signed C.S. West. This seems to have been put on the Golden Gate. which departed San 
Francisco October 16, 1854, the postmarked date on this cover. That vessel brought news 
of the wreck of the Yankee Blade and the loss of 30 to 40 lives. The Golden Gate was at 
Acapulco on the 23rd and arrived at Panama at 7 P.M. on the 28th. At this time the news 
was given the North Stm: which arrived at New York the night of November 9th. The mark
ing reads: FROM I NOISY CARRIER'S I MAIL. I 77 LONG WHARF S.F CAL. There is a 
slight touch of wear on the corners compared with the same marking in the above illustra
tion. 
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Figure 128. An unrecorded dark blue straightline NOISY CARRIERS, I SAN FRANCISCO. is seen on this 1854 
printed booklet that includes the newly-passed Kansas and Nebraska slave1y bill of May 22, 1854. The pamphlet 
was printed by D.M. Dewey at Arcade Hall,Rochester, N.Y. It probably went out on the June 5th departure of the 
U.S. Mail's Illinois, connecting with the John L. Steohens at Panama or the Accessmy Transit's Prometheus. 
departing the same date and connecting with the Sierra Nevada at Nicaragua, arriving at San Francisco July 
2nd. 
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Figure 129. Well known on several covers is this black 
51x28 mm. rectangle with curved top FORWARDED I VIA 
I NICARAGUA I FROM I NOISY CARRIERS PUBLISH
ING HALL I SAN FRANCISCO, seen here struck on a col
ored French print of English and Scottish officers. It was 
normally struck on outgoing mail in 1854. 
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Figure 130. Another of the numerous Kimball markings is this black 45x32 mm. oval NOISY 
CARRIER'S I MAIL. I SAN FRANCISCO found here on a cover to Miss Harbuck, Aubutn N.Y., which 
bears a strip of three of the dull red Scott # 11 3¢, as well as a perforated 1¢ to make up a mixed 
franking cover. It has a 1992 PF certificate. The cover was posted February 5,1858 and represents 
Kimball's service via Panama rather than Nicaragua. 

Figure 131. In 1849, Kimball had a river route service between Sacramemo and San Francisco, but 
no covers are recorded. He apparently re-established this service inl857-58, and two covers are 
recorded, this being the earlier and finer of the two. It was posted at San Francisco January 17, 
1857, and is ex-Lehman, Bake1; Haas and Kutz; it bears a 1969 PF certificate. The other example 
is postmarked November 20, and received on the 22nd, presumably 1857. The marking is a black 
24x12 mm. NC- RR I POST handstamp seen on the face, with a light strike also on the back. 
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Figure 132. Another rare Noisy marking is his scarce tiny 3-line blue straightline NOISY CARRIER'S PUB
liSHING HAIL! LONG WHARF SAN FRANCISCO I CHARLES F. KIMBAUPROPRIEIOR, as seen here on 
a cover with a pair of brownish-carmine plate JL #lls, killed by an indistinct San Francisco c.d.s. The key 
question is the date of the cover. When this was sold in the David Jarrett dispersal, it was suggested that the date 
was 1852, which would have made the marking the earliest of the Kimball markings and this the earliest "Noisy 
Carrier" cover on record. How ever, I would propose that it dates to December 1855 instead. Kimball changed 
his hands tamps frequently, and among the other of the handful of examples of this rare handstamp is one with a 
10¢ green Type Ill postmarked San Francisco on March 20 and directed "via J.L. Stevhens," which vessel 
departed that date in 1856. With the paucity of examples, I don't think this marking lasted four years. 

(' .. .. 
~ .. _·-·:. .{. 

Figure 133. The rarest of the Noisy markings is this scroll ribbon hands tamp 36x22 mm. in black, reading "By 
Mail Steamer I FROM NOISY CARRIER's that is ex-Knapp, Jessup, Chase. Haas. Grunin and Jarrett. The cover 
is postmarked SAN FRANCISCO I DEC I 5 I 185- which is struck on a strip of three claret#lls and a blue #9 1¢, 
addressed to Philadelphia. The routing is via Panama and the use probably 1858. This cover is the listing 
example and probably unique. D1: Polland discussed a number of rubber-stamp forgeries of this marking in the 
July 1968 Western Express. 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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EXCURSION ROUTES FROM SAN FRANCISCO 

San Rafael and Mount Tarnal pais 

Steamer Contra Costa leaves ferry dock, Davis street, near Vallejo 
street. daily, except Swtday, at 9:30 a.m., and 1 and 4:30p.m., for Point 
San Quentin, which projects into the bay about 12 miles north of San 
Francisco; fare 7 5 cents. Excursionists can take their choice of the above 
hours of starting, as the ascent of the mountain cannot be conveniently 
made the same day. The boat connects on each trip with stage for San 
Rafael; distance 2 miles; fare 50 cents. San Rafael is called one .of the 
healthiest and most attractive towns in California. By the lofty hills be
tween it and the Pacific, the village is completely sheltered from the strong 
winds so prevalent in San Francisco, and for this reason it is an extremely 
popular place for country residence during the summer months. The ho
tels are comfortable, and the expense $2.00 per day. Besides the hotels, 
there are several well kept boarding houses, where the expense is some
what less and the accommodations equally good. Good saddle horses 
may be had for the ascent of Mount Tamalpais for $2.50. The distance 
from San Rafael to the summit is about twelve miles, and the ascent is 
made in three hours. The stage road is followed for 2 1!2 miles to Ross' 
Landing, from which point no particular trail is followed, the summit of 
the mountain being in sight from the start, and the only necessary precau
tion is to keep as nearly as possible on the top of a spur of the mountain 
which extends in this direction. The ascent, though steep and tedious, is 
not dangerous. The view from the top is said to be magnificent on a clear 
day. The height is 600 feet [sic]. The stage leaves San Rafael for San 
Quentin and San Francisco at 7 and 11 a.m., and at 2 p.m. Passengers 
may, if they wish, vary the trip by returning by stage to Saucelito, and 
thence by ferry to San Francisco. By taking the 4:30p.m. boat from San 
Francisco, and making the ascent ofTamalpais early the next morning, so 
as to start from San Rafael on the return at2 p.m., the time necessary to 
make the trip may be reduced to 26 hours, and the expense to $7 .00. 

Yosemite Valley 

Steamers of the California Steam Navigation Company leave Broad
way street wharf daily at 4 p.m., run through San Francisco Bay, San Pablo 
Bay, Straits of Carquinez, Suisun Bay, San Joaquin River, and Mormon 
Slough, touching at Benicia, 30 miles, New York (terminus of railroad 
running from coal mines at Nortonville), 45 miles, and Antioch (mouth of 
San Joaquin), 50 miles, arriving at Stockton about 2:30a.m. Distance 110 
miles. Fare varies on account of opposition, but including state-room will 
usually be about $4.00. From Stockton to Yosemite there are three routes 
which may be taken by excursionists, by way of Mariposa, Coulterville 
and Hardin's Mill. Tourists usually prefer to enter the valley by one route 
and come out by another. 

Mariposa Route. - S. & Z. Fisher's stages leave Stockton at 6 a.m., 
(passengers usually remaining on board the steamer until that hour) on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday for French Camp, 5 miles; Snelling (cowtty 
seat of Merced), 64 miles; Merced Falls, 70 miles; Hornitos, 76 miles; 
(passengers arrive at Hornitos at 7 p.m., remain over night, expense $2.00, 
and start again next morning at 5 o'clock; excursion parties can, however, 
by special arrangement with the stage company at Stockton, be carried 
through to Mariposa the same day); Bear Valley, 88 miles, and Mariposa. 
100 miles, arriving at 11 a.m. Fare $10.00. At Mariposa saddle horses 
may be hired for $2 to $3 per day. The services of a guide will cost $5 per 
day, and his board must be paid in the Valley. Two days are required for 
the trip, tourists camping out on the way -- no tents required. The trail 
leads through the following points: Clark's Ranch, 25 miles. (From this 
point a trail branches off to the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees, six miles 
distant This grove is considered by many more attractive that the Calaveras 
grove. There are 427 trees, the largest being 34 feet in diamter.) Alder 
Creek, 311/2 miles; Empire Camp, 34 1!2 miles; Inspiration Point, 3 miles. 
(From this point is obtained by far the best view of the Valley, which fact 
induces many to prefer this route, although somewhat longer, to either of 
the others.) Foot of Trail, 46 miles; Hutchings' Hotel, 51 miles. Expenses 
per day at the hotel are $3. A stay of at least three days is necessary to visit 
the most prominent points of interest, and as many weeks would not be too 
long to see all the wonders of the Valley. 
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Coulterville Route.- C.H. Sisson & Co.'s stages leave Stockton daily, 
except Sundays, at 6 a.m. for Sonora via Chinese Camp, passing through 
the following stations: Twelve-Mile House (breakfast, 50 cents); 
Farmington, 16 miles; Twenty-six Mile House, Knight's Ferry, 37 miles 
(dinner, 50 cents); Crimea House, 48 miles; Mt. Pleasant, 50 miles; arriv
ing about 4 p.m. at Chinese Camp, 51 miles; fare $7. Remaining over 
night at Chinese Camp (expense, including meals, $3), passengers take 
Shoop's stages for Coulterville on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
which pass through Jacksonville, 3 miles, and Rattlesnake, 12 miles, ar
riving at Coulterville, 23 miles, early the same afternoon. Fare $3.50. 
Horses and guides are obtained here at the same rates as at Mariposa, and 
a start is made on the same day. The distance to Hutchings' Hotel is 57 
miles, excursionsts being obliged, as on the other route, to spend a night 
on the way. At Marble Springs, on the trail, distance 10 miles, may be 
seen Bower Cave. At Black's, 16 miles, tourists spend the night. At 
Hazel Green, 6,679 feet above the sea, a fine view of the San Joaquin 
Valley may be had. At Crane Flat, 34 miles, trail branches off to Tuolumne 
grove of "Big Trees," 1 mile distant. There are 24 trees, the largest 36 
feet in diameter. At Valley View, 45 miles, the flrst view of Yosemite is 
had, which is far inferior to that at Inspiration Point. 

Hardin's Route. -This is identical with the Colterville route as far as 
Rattlesnake, from which point Shoop's stages run via Big Oak Flat and 
Garrote to Hardin's, which is 20 miles from Garrote and within 25 miles 
of Yosemite Valley. This road from Garrote is a new, and said to be a 
good one. The fare from Chinese Camp to Hardin's is $8. There is no 
regular hotel at Hardin's, but tolerable accommodations are furnished by 
Mr. Hardin, and it is probable that a hotel will soon be opened. Passen
gers are carried on horseback from Hardin's to Yosemite for $5, or through 
tickets may be had at the office of Sisson & Co., at Stockton, for $20, 
there being no extra expense for guides, horses, etc. This is the shortest 
and cheapest route to the Valley, and in beauty of scenery, etc., is said to 
be equal to the old route. The trail passes directly through the Tuolumne 
Grove of Big Trees. 

On the return, stages leave Mariposa Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri
days at 1 p.m.; passengers remaining over night at Hornitos; and leave 
Coulterville Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays at 7 a.m., passengers 

spending the night at Chinese Camp. On each route passengers arrive at 
Stockton in time for the San Francisco boat, which leaves at 2 p.m., arriv
ing in San Francisco at 10:30 p.m. 

Time necessary for round trip, seven to twenty days. Expense of trip 
for a single person remaining three days in Valley, by either of the old 
routes, about $90; by the new route, $50. In a party of eight or ten, the 
expense for each individual would be somewhat reduced. 

For description of Yosemite Valley and surrounding scenery, see 
Hittell's Yosemite. its Wonders and its Beauties, published by H. H. Bancroft 
&Co. 

Calistoga and The Geysers 

Steamer New World leaves Front street wharf daily at 7 a.m. and 
4 p.m. for Vallejo, 28 miles, connecting directly each trip with train on 
Napa Valley R.R., which passes through Suscol, 11 miles; Napa City, 16 
miles; Yountville, 25 miles; St. Helena, 34 miles; (passengers for White 
Sulphur Springs leave the railroad at this station) arriving at Calistoga, 
43 miles, at 12m. and 7:50p.m. Fare from San Francisco, $3. The route 
lies through Napa Valley, about fifty miles long, and from one to six miles 
wide. It is the best cultivated and one of the most beautiful on the coast. 
From Vallejo, stages run twice a day to the Hot Springs, a new place of 
public resort, about four miles distant, which is growing in favor with 
excursionists. From Napa City, a thriving city of about 3,500 inhabitants, 
conveyance may be had to the Soda Springs, six miles east, and stages 
also run daily from this point to Sonoma, twelve miles distant; fare $1. 
Calistoga is one of the most popular watering places in the State, its ac
commodations for guests being unequaled by any on the coast. The fa
cilities for bathing, hunting and fishing are excellent. Expenses at Hotel, 
$3 per day, and there are also many pleasant cottages for the use of fami
lies. Stages leave Calistoga semi-weekly for Lower Lake. The stage to 
Healdsburg has been recently discontinued. A stage runs daily to the 
Geysers (when there are passengers) over a new stage road which has just 
been completed, shortening the distance from 32 to 22 miles; fare, $6.50. 
Private conveyance may be had, at any time, on application at the stable 

t::l 
~ 

= t') 

a 
;::? 
~-

C) 

= -· Q. 
~ 

~ .., 
g 
< 
~ -~ .., 

.YJ 
~ = «" 

"""' QO 
0\ 
\0 

~ .., -~ .._, 

~ 
~ ;-., 
= t-rl 
~ 

"0 

~ 
~ 

0 

l 
~ .., ,.... 
~ 



~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

at Calistoga. The hotel accommodations at the Geysers are good; ex
pense $3 per day. The scenery at and in the neighborhood of the springs 
is grand. The springs are numerous and of many different kinds; the 
water of some being said to possess remarkable medicinal properties. A 
stage leaves the Geysers every afternoon for Healdsburg, connecting at 8 
next morning with Morse & Woodworth's stages, running from Cloverdale 
to Petaluma. Fare to Healdsburg, $5. At the Sotoyome Hotel, travelers 
are well cared for at $2 per day. From Healdsburg, stages run daily at 7 
a.m. to Skagg's Springs; fare $2. These springs are much more easily 
reached than the Geysers, and the waters are fully equal in their medici
nal qualities. The stage from Healdsburg passes through Windsor, 6 miles, 
and Santa Rosa (county seat of Sonoma), 16 miles, arriving in Petaluma 
at 1 p.m. Distance, 32 miles. Fare, $3. Petaluma is a growing town of 
4,500 inhabitants. The American Hotel, Emerson & Co., proprietors, is 
the second best country hotel in the State. Expenses $1.50 to $2.50 per 
day; meals 50 cents. Omnibuses convey passengers from this hotel to the 
depot, from which they are conveyed by horse-cars to the steamer land
ing, two miles below the city. The cars leave the depot at 8 a.m. and 2:30 
p.m., arriving in San Francisco at 12:30 and 7 p.m. Distance, 48 miles; 
fare $1. Shortest time in which the trip can be made, spending one day at 
the Geysers, three days. Expense, $25. 

DESCRIPTIONS OF PRINCIPAL TOWNS 
ON THE PACIFIC COAST 

Acapulco, Mexico. An old city of 3,000 inhabitants, situated on a fme 
land-locked harbor, on the western coast of Mexico, 1,408 miles north of 
Panama, which was formerly the depot of the Spanish galleons, and al
though in a state of decline, is still a place of some commercial impor
tance. The San Francisco and Panama steamers touch at this port, from 
which trails lead to various parts of the interior. 

Alameda, California. A pleasant village of 1,200 inhabitants. on the 
eastern shore of San Francisco Bay, about two miles south of Oakland, 
the western terminus of S .F. & A. R.R. Its beautiful grove of oaks and its 
proximity to San Francisco make it a desirable locality for country resi
dences, as well as for short excursions and picnics, for which several fine 
parks have been laid out, the "Encinal" being the largest and most fre
quented. Ferry boat crosses the bay to San Francisco once in two hours. 

Albany, Oregon. Chief town of Linn County, on the Willarnette River, 
about 110 miles above Portland. The surrounding country is mostly prai
rie land, and is not surpassed for agricultural purposes by any land in the 
State. On the stage route from Sacramento to Portland; also connected 
with Portland by steamer. 

Angel's Camp, California. A mining town in Calaveras County, sup
ported formerly by the placer mines in the vicinity, and since their ex
haustion by quartz mines, the development of which has placed the town 
on a basis of permanent prosperity. Population about 600. Reached by 
stage from Stockton via Copperopolis. 

Antioch, California. The principal port of the Diablo coal mines. The 
coal shipments from the Central Mine made at Antioch amount to 1,000 
tons per month. Brick making is carried on here, four yards being in 
operation. A pottery, the clay for which is obtained from one of the coal 
mines, is among the local industries. The San Francisco and Stockton 
steamers touch here. 
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Arcata, California. Situtated at the head of Humboldt Bay, on a level 
plateau. Does considerable business with the mining region of the inte
rior, and is the centre of a section which is noted for the production of 
potatoes. Connected by stage with Cloverdale, Sonoma County, and by 
steamer, via Eureka, with San Francisco. 

Aspinwall. An unhealthy city, situated in a low marsh, on the eastern 
coast of the Isthmus of Darien. The inhabitants, besides the natives and 
negroes. are chiefly employees of the railroad and steamship companies. 
It is the eastern terminus of the Panama Railroad, and is the depot for the 
landing of freight from the American, English and French steamers which 
centre here for the Isthmus transit. 

Astoria, Ogn. County seat of Clatsop County; a flourishing village situ
ated on a harbor formed by the widening of the Columbia River, 9 miles 
from its mouth; 100 miles from Portland, with which it is connected by 
steamer. One of the oldest ports on the Northern coast. Its location 
would seem favorable for its becoming one of the principal ports of the 
State. Steamers from San Francisco to Portland touch here. 

Auburn, Cal. County seat of Placer; has l,OOOinhabitants. It is situated 
on the Central Pacific Railroad, and is surrounded by a region containing 
many rich placer and quartz mines. Stages connect with the cars here for 
Coloma, Placerville and Georgetown. 

Austin, Nev. The county seat of Lander County; located near the sum
mit of the Toyabe range of mountains, in the midst of the Reese River 
mining region. The characteristic ores of this region are chlorides of 
silver. Population of Austin and vicinity, 6,000. Connected by stage 
with C.P.R.R. at Argenta. 

Belmont, Nev. County seat of Nye County; centre of a rich silver min
ing district in southeastern Nevada. Population of the district, 2,000. 
Supports a weekly paper. Reached by stage from Austin. 

Benicia, Cal. A town of I ,600 inhabitants, situated on the Straits of 
Carquinez, at the head of ship navigation; formerly the capital of the State. 
Near the town are the arsenal and barracks belonging to the United States 
Government. Extensive cement works, tanneries, and a large flouring 
mill form the chief elements of the local industry. Many excellent educa
tion institutions are situated here; among them the only law school in the 
State. Steamers from San Francisco to Sacramento, Stockton and Suisun 
touch here. 

Big Trees, Cal. A wonderful grove of mammoth trees, much visited by 
tourists, situated in Calaveras County, near the Stanislaus River, 4,759 
feet above the level of the sea. The number of trees is 92, varying in 
height from 150 to 327 feet; and some of them 30 feet in diameter. Reached 
by stage from Stockton, via Murphy's. 

Boise City, Idaho. Capital of the Territory; 300 miles northwest of Salt 
Lake City; 450 miles northeast of San Francisco; 420 miles southeast of 
Portland; 1,410 miles west of Chicago. Altitude, 2,800 feet. Town site 
surveyed July 7th, 1863. There are now over 400 buildings, of which 52 
are of brick or stone. The town is situated in the midst of a fine agricul
tural valley, and owes its prosperity to that and its excellent commercial 
position, being the centre of stage routes leading to the various prosper
ous mining sections surrounding it. The valley is about 50 miles in length 
by about two in width. A belt of cottonwoods thickly skirt the bank of the 
river. Reached by stage from Winnemucca, on th C.P.R.R. 

Brown's Valley, Cal. Centre of the richest mining district in Yuba County. 
Many rich quartz mines are successfully worked. The town is located 
near the line of the Marysville and Oroville Railroad. 

Calistoga, Cal. A fine watering place. The town is handsomely laid out 
with elegant villa residences, and is supplied with pure water from a reser
voir built by Mr. Samuel Brannan, on the adjacent mountain side. There 
is fine shooting and fishing in the vicinity, and deer hunting 12 miles 
north, in the mountains. A public warm swimming bath 40 feet square is 
an attractive feature of the place. The scenery is picturesque, the wild 
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00 grandeur of rugged mountains mingling in the same view with cultivated 

fields, green lawns, sunny slopes and shaded villas. Calistoga is the 
centre of considerable teaming business, the various routes connecting it 
with Russian River Valley, Lake County and other points. Calistoga is in 
the centre of a valley a mile in width, surrounded by hills and mountains, 
covered with oaks, pines, ash, maple and madrona. Reached from Vallejo 
by cars of N.V.R.R., which is to be extended from Calistoga to the Rus
sian River Valley. 

Carson, Nev. Capital of the State; located at the eastern base of the 
eastern summit of the Sierra. Population, 3,000. Supports a daily paper. 
Is the location of a U.S. Branch Mint. Two miles east are the Carson 
wann springs, six in number, of tepid heat. They are said to possess 
great medicinal properties. Connected by stage with Reno, on C.P.R.R. 

Castroville, Cal. A new, rapidly growing town near the mouth of the 
Salinas River, being the port of Salinas Valley. The town proper is three 
miles from the landing, where two steamers from San Francisco touch 
every week. Castroville is reached also by a stage route from Gilroy, via 
San Juan, and another from Gilroy, via Watsonville, which is continued 
on to Monterey. Population about 800. 

Canyon City, Ogn. Situated in the midst of a profitable mining region 
at the head waters of John Day River, near the centre of eastern Oregon. 
The mining is principally placer. The town has several substantial fire
proof buildings. 

Chico, Cal. A flourishing town of about 1,500 inhabitants, situated on 
Chico Creek, near its junction with the Sacramento River. It is the centre 
of a rich agricultural region, the trade of which it receives. Connected 
with Sacramento by steamer, and by stage with Oroville. 

Colfax, Cal. The point of departure from Pacific Railroad of passengers 
for Grass Valley and Nevada. There are some prosperous quartz mines 
in the neighborhood. The altitude of the station is 2,450 feet. 

Coloma, Cal. An attractive little village in El Dorado County, located on 
the south fork of the American River, about ten miles northwest of 
Placerville. The place was formerly Sutter's Mill, and is noted as having 
been the locality where gold was first discovered in California. Reached 
by stage from Auburn. 

Columbia, Cal. Situated in Tuolumne County, about four miles north 
from Sonora, has 1,200 inhabitants, and finds its chief business in fur
nishing supplies to the surrounding mining region. Reached by stage 
from Stockton, via Sonora. 

Colusa, Cal. The largest town, and county seat of Colusa County, on the 
western bank of the Sacramento River. Population about 500. Connected 
by stage with Marysville. 

Copperopolis, Cal. The center and principal business place of the cop
per mines of Calaveras County, 40 miles from Stockton. The business of 
the place is not so active as formerly, on account of the low prices of 
copper. The town was nearly destroyed by fire several years ago, but is 
being rebuilt. Population about 800. Stage from Stockton: 

Corinne, Utah. A new town which has sprung up since the completion 
of the U.P.R.R. Situated on the north side of Bear River, about seven 
miles above its mouth. The river is navigable for light draft steamers 
from Salt Lake to Corinne. Stages leave the railroad from this point for 
Idaho and Montana. 

Crescent City, Cal. The county seat of Del Norte County, situated on a 
small, safe harbor, is the natural shipping point for a large section in the 
interior. A good wagon road connects it with Jacksonville and the mines 
of Southwestern Oregon. Steamer from San Francisco 280 miles. Popu
lation about 500. 
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