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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone:503-635-1379 

Western Cover Society at PACIFIC 97 
PACIFIC 97 runs from May 29 to June 8, 

1997 at the Moscone Center in San Francisco. 
This will be far and away the largest stamp and 
cover show ever held on the West Coast, and be
cause of this there will be no WESTPEX this year. 
Pacifc 97 will have magnificent exhibits and hun
dreds of dealers from all over the world. The 
Western Cover Society will have a five frame 
invited display in the Court of Honor, consisting 
of covers from the American West. Don't miss it. 

Microfilms 
The Western Cover Society has a small col

lection of microfilms that are kept by the editor 
and are available for borrowing by members in 
good standing. This collection has just been en
larged by one with a donation by Frank Q. New
ton. He has forwarded a microfilm of the "Reg
ister of Postmaster Appointments", covering Cali
fornia counties A-K. (National Archives series M-
641, reel #10), This is the basic source of infor
mation for post office establishment and discon
tinuance, and lists all postmasters for each office. 

Bancroft's Guide for Travelers 
Where did the paving stones for San Francisco 

come from? What was the original name of Ho
nolulu? You can fmd out these amazing facts and 
more by reading this issue's installment of 
"Bancroft's Guide for Travelers", covering places 
of importance D through L. This series was pub
lished in 1869, when California and the West were 
much different. Los Angeles had a population of 
7,000 -- nearly half of whom were foreigners (al
though Bancroft doesn't say from whose perspec
tive they were foreign; many of them may have 
been native Californians). 

March 1997 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

It's here at last! 

PACIFIC97 

We are having a Western Cover Society pro
gram on the first Monday, June 2, at 10:30 a.m. 
This will be a panel discussion, "Collecting 
Western Covers". All are invited, and please 
bring non-member friends with even a vague 
interest in Western covers! Following lunch, 
Bob Chandler of the Wells Fargo Bank History 
Department will be happy to show interested 
parties the famous Wiltsee Collection of early 
covers at the Wells Fargo History Room on 
Montgomery Street. 

The Western Cover Society will share a table 
with the Canal Zone group. Please stop by the 
table early in the show, as we may still need 
volunteers to staff the table for short periods; 

THE BOOK IS HERE! THE BOOK IS HERE! 
John Williams' book on California postmarks is 
at the printer at this writing. Please help the 
Society by advance ordering, as the more ad
vance orders we get, the less of our reserves we'll 
have to use. This may be the biggest book many 
of you will ever buy. It will cost about $8.00 
just to mail it. 

Henry Spelman is quite ill. His wife Evelyn 
has requested NO phone calls, as Henry can't 
come to the phone -- but a card would be most 
welcome. We all wish you a speedy recovery, 
Henry. 

· Bill Tatham 

Page 1 



Western Express 

Sesquicentennial of the Gold Rush 
We are entering a period of significant sesqui

centennials, the 150th anniversary of events that 
have shaped the West, and it seems appropriate that 
we acknowledge them on the pages of Western 
Express. With this issue we pay homage to the 
first U.S. Post office on the Pacific Coast, for 
Astoria, Oregon was established March 9, 1847, 
at which time California was still a Mexican prov
ince, a full 10 1/2 months before the discovery of 
gold. The post office at Oregon City, the main 
town of early Oregon, was established shortly 
thereafter. 

The sesquicentennial of the gold discovery at 
Coloma is corning up next January. Last issue's 
request for material on Coloma had a few re
sponses, including a nice letter sent from Coloma 
to Germany and a number of beautiful postal mark
ings with a variety of spellings. If you have any 
covers, letters, or other documents relating to 
Coloma in the 1850s, won't you please contact your 
editor so we can make this a truly special issue of 
Western Express? 

This issue and next 
With this issue we conclude Calvet Hahn's 

"Westward Ho! by Water", and we have another 
fine article from Dale Wilson's article on the horse
back mail route from Oakland, Oregon to Yreka, 
California in 1856-58. We give thanks to Calvet 
and Dale for their efforts, and your editor gives 
special thanks to Calvet for helping to fill up a full 
year's worth of Western Express. 

Next issue we will welcome Robert Livingston 
back to our pages. In the late '80's and early '90's 
he educated many of us with a series of exemplary 
articles dealing with California expresses on a re
gional basis. In the June issue we will begin his 
work on expressing in the Trinity and Klamath 
River mining region. This is a fascinating area 
often overlooked in thinking about the California 
Gold Rush, and its inclusion in this series is most 
welcome indeed. Another gem for next issue is an 
article by Mike Mahler entitled "The 'Newlands 
Find' of Nevada Revenue-Stamped Documents." 
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Denver & Rio Grande Express 
Research Project 

The Denver and Rio Grande Express 
(D&RGE) is known to have operated as a subsid
iary of the Denver & Rio Grande Railway Com
pany from approximately 1876 to about 1900-03. 
Western Cover Society member Bruce Mosher is 
undertaking research to more precisely define the 
beginning and end of this express business, deter
mine whether the D&RGE incurred any operating 
lapses during its years of express operations, de
fine which other express companies (Adams, Wells 
Fargo, etc.) operated simultaneously with the 
D&RGE on the same road from time to time, and 
to more clearly define D&RGE's basic operating 
procedures regarding its express business. He has 
compiled a skeletal group of historical informa
tion, but needs additional information to fill in 
many blank operational activities and periods. 

Bruce is soliciting WCS member input of 
D&RGE material that contains dated operating 
evidence, such as bills of lading, agent letters, 
waybill logs, cancelled stamps/labels, cancelled 
complimentary franks, complimentary franking 
cards, money/COD envelopes, cancelled franked 
covers, shipping guides, rate books, archive/his
toric references/records, and other operational 
books, paper and memorabilia. Publication infor- . 

· mation for historical literature references should 
be fully identified. Bruce would appreciate clear 
photocopies of operational forms, stamps, labels, 
franks, covers, etc., whenever practical. 

All D&RGE relevant information should be 
sent to Bruce Mosher, P.O. Box 033236, 
Indialantic, FL 32903. All infonnation received 
will be personally acknowledged by Bruce, and 
donor anonymity will be absolutely preserved un
less specifically waived by the sender. Any Colo
rado/Utah resident (or frequently visiting) WCS 
member who would be willing to search locally 
for D&RGE information should contact Bruce and 
define what assistance could be provided. 

When sufficient information has been gathered, 
Bruce intends to submit a summary article for a 
future edition of Western Express. 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
#1165 Bryce Wheeler 

P.O. Box 1058 
Bonsall CA 92003 
Dealer, collect Calif. postal history, both 
towns and expresses 

#1166 Mike Horlick 
28449 Granada Circle 
Hayward CA 94544 
Collects: Mono and In yo counties 

#1167 Mike Troubetzkoy 
3437 Taraval St. 
San Francisco CA 94116 
Collects: California postmarks 

#1168 Chris Marsh 
P.O. Box 33672 
San Diego CA 92163 
Collects; In yo, Mono and San Diego 
counties 

#1169 Roy Ward 
10904 County Hwy. Al2 
Montague CA 96064 

Address Changes 
(only the new address is shown) 

John E. Allen 
5348 K Street 
Sacramento CA 95819-3930 

Nels Christianson 
3233 21st St. 
Santa Monica CA 90405-6013 

Bruce Daniels 
P.O. Box 662 
Lincoln MA 01773 

Andrew Goheen 
P.O. Box 34 
Cedarville CA 96104 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Directors: 

Steve Meier 
P.O. Box 157 
Stanton CA 90680 

John Peters 
P.O. Box 11015 
Prescott AZ 86304 

Dale W. Ritter 
P.O. Box 156 

Bill Tatham 
MarkMetkin 
Ed Weinberg 
Jim Blaine 
Dale Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Basil Pearce 
Henry Spelman 
Oscar Thomas 
John Williams 

Chico CA 95927-0156 

A. Leonard Tetley 
2804 2nd St. S.W., Apt 218 
Rochester MN 55902-4120 

Resignations 

# 440 Robert L. Markovitz 
# 602 Margaret M. Crete 
# 855 Paul J. Eslinger 
# 858 Bobby G. Rice 
# 867 Marvin Chase 
# 891 John R. Weimer 
#1140 Francis Dunn 
#1147 Dr. Lawrence Cutler 
#1155 Stan Raugh 
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WHO SAYS 
DINOSAURS 

ARE EXTINCT? 
Our retail store is a REAL Dinosaur! 

March 1997 

We will be bringing a new inventory of covers including much 
Western Postal History specifically for PACIFIC 97. All other areas 

of our stock, including topicals, U.S. & Worldwide stamps will 
have enormous additions for PACIFIC 97. So if you have some
thing specific in mind or would just like to meet one of the few 

remaining Dinosaurs, see ~s at booth H-11. 
You'll be glad you did! 

COAST_ PHILATELICS 
1113 Baker Street, Costa Mesa CA 92626 

Phone: (714) 545-1791 

WANTED 
COVERS AND EPHEMERA 

Y AMffiLL COUNTY OREGON 

Amity 
Bellevue 
Bellwood 
Brei dwell 
Byersville 
Carlton 
Charleston 
Chase 
Cheha/em 
Chesterbrook 
Cove Orchard 
Crawford 
Dayton 
Dewey 
Dundee 

Dundee Junction 
Ekins 

Fairdale 
Gopher 

Hopewell 
Layfayette 

Larch 
Manila 

McMinnville 
Moun/Hood 
(Before 1870) 

Jvfounlain House 
Muddy 

Newberg 
North Yamhill 

Rex 
Roberts 

(Before 1910) 
St. Joseph 
Sheridan 

Springbrook 
Ti 1/amookgate 

Wapato 
West Cheha/em 

Wheatland 
Whites 

JJlhifeson 
Willamina 

Yamhill 
Yamhill Falls 

Please Send Priced Photocopies or Descriptions to: 
JOHN W. '\VH[TE 
780 NW Wallula Avenue 

Gresham Oregon 97030-5-15-1 
(503) 665-5376 jwhite@orednet.org 
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CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

[ 415] 465-8290 
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The 1856-58 Federal Horseback Mail Between 
Oakland, Oregon Territory 

and 
Yreka, California 

by Dale Wilson 

187 miles over the Siskiyou Trail 
Ba5ed on the accounts of William H. Byars 

In the years 1856 to 1858, Federal mail was 
carried once a week in both directions by lone mail 
riders over the Siskiyou Trail, a 187-mile moun
tainous route connecting thirteen post offices be
tween Oakland, Oregon Territory and Yreka, Cali
fornia. This contract mail segment represented 
over one-fourth of the overall710-mile route then 
operating between Portland and Sacramento. 

We are fortunate to have a very detailed de
scription of the route, the post offices, and the op
eration of the postal system over this important 
overland connection during these years. It was 
written by William H. Byars, one of the two carri
ers. He wrote his account many years after the 
events described in a long and detailed letter to his 
nephew, Ray L. Stout 

It is hoped that with extensive quotations from 
Mr. Byars' letter and additional research that we 
can reconstruct the postal route, its setting and its 
operation. The horseback mail was carried in the 
period just prior to the daily stage coach mail of 
the California Stage, which commenced on Sep
tember 15, 1860 over the improved roads between 
Sacramento and Portland. Mr. Byars was just 17 
years old when he took on the job of mail rider. 

Mr. Byars begins his letter: 
"The mail route from Oakland to North Canyonville, 
and from North Canyonville to Yreka were estab
lished in 1850, but who the contractors or riders were 
prior to 1854 I do not know. Richard Forrest was 
the contractor and rider for 1854, and he employed 
a young man by the name of John Goodrich who 
was on the line in 1855. And another young man 
named William Hickenbottom who was on the road 

until I went on in 1856. Forrest's contract expired 
July 1, 1858."1 

The following page provides information lo
cated in official records in an attempt to corrobo
rate the statements made by Byars. No U.S. Mail 
contracts were found for these routes for the pe
riod 1850 to June 30, 1852, contrary to Mr. Byars' 
statement. The dates of openings for the post of
fices on the route would also tend to confmn the 1 
July 1852 opening for this mail route, although it 
will be noted there were only four post offices open 
on the route in the 1852-54 period. House Exec. 
Doc. 62 reporting all contracts made for the pe
riod 1 July 1851 to 1 July 1852 in Oregon Tern
tory indicates a weekly mail over the 25 miles from 
Yoncalla south ·to Winchester, issued to H.S. 
Campbell. Campbell transferred it to J.P. Hunting
ton, who transferred it to William H. Wilson. This 
agrees well with the opening dates for the post of
fices at Yoncalla (14 March 1851) and Winchester 
(3 November, 1851). The contract was to run un
ti130 June 1854. 

It is yet to be determined (and may never be 
determined) how regular the deliveries were -- or 
even if the mail contracts were carried out-- in the 
1852-54 period, as required in the contracts for the 
specified routes. · 

The 1855 increase in frequency from once in 
two weeks to once a week mail delivery over the 
near-wilderness portion of the route between North 
Canyonville and Yreka seems a belated recogni
tion that overland mail between the population 
centers of California and Oregon Tenitory were 
inadequate with the former schedule. One won-
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Postal records for the Yoncalla, O.T. (later Oakland, O.T.) to Yreka, California Mail Route 
taken from House Documents 32-35, Congress of the United States 

for the period 1 July 1852 to 1 July 1853 

Contract Route Contractor From IQ. Distance (miles> FreQUency 
5038 William H. Wilson Yoncalla N. Canyonville 60 weekly 
5046 William H. Chapman N. Canyonville Yreka 140 every two weeks 

Ex. Doc. 135 issued 1 July 1854 

These contracts were extended to 30 June 1854 with the same frequency, as recorded in House Doc. 
125, 33rd. Congress. 

House Exec. Doc. V9n86 for 1854 records the many contracts effective 1 July 1854 to 1 July 1858 
over the entire distance from Portland O.T. to Sacramento, California. 

Doc. Page, Contract Route Contractor fmm Th Distance <miles> Frequency 
711 12723 Richard A. Forrest Yoncalla N. Canyonville 60 weekly 
709 12721 John M. Forrest N. Canyonville Yreka 140 every two weeks 

The Report of Land and Water Mails during 1855 records the following contract changes during the 
year: 

P. 497 For Route 12721, Jolm M. Forrest: Delivery Schedule changed to once a week from once in two 
weeks beginning 21 May 1855. . 

P. 498 For Route 12723, Richard A. Forrest: Route 12723 to commence at Oakland, O.T. shortening 
the route 13 miles to 47 miles, to commence 10 Feb. 1855. 

These schedule changes were to remain in force until the end of the contract period on 1 July 1858. 

ders if representatives of the Pacific Mail Steam
ship Company, with its two week ocean schedule 
between San Francisco and Portland, might not 
have had a hand in influencing the original con
tract schedule in order to favor their sea mail route. 

Mr. Byars continues further along in his letter: 
"The post office of Oakland, Oregon, in 1856 

was located on a high prairie surrounded by oak 
covered hills about three miles north of the present 
town of Oakland. The postmaster was Rev. Hull 
Tower, and the office was in his private residence 
which consisted of two rooms - the kitchen, din
ing, sitting, parlor, living room and a bed room. The 
office was in the first room. Oakland was the ter
minus of four mail routes. One west to Scottsburg 
and the Coast, one north via Yoncalla to Corvallis, 
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one northerly over Coastfork road to Eugene, and 
the other southerly via Winchester, Roseburg and 
to Yreka, California. These lines were all weekly 
routes, and all carried on horseback with an addi
tional pack horse when necessary. The mail day 
was Friday of each week, and the hours were from 
10 to 2 o'clock. The mail matter was all dumped 
upon the floor in the middle of the room ,and was 
then sorted into four piles, each pile representing a 
mail route and a fifth representing the local office. 
Each carrier then secured his pile in a mail bag or 
bags, packed it on his horse and was off on his sepa
rate route, and the post office was quiet for another 
week." 

This description, more than any other para
graph in the letter, captures the essence of the thin 
thread of Federal postal communication in this 
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early period -- four horsemen with mail in saddle
bags arrive from different directions at a prear
ranged time at a common point. The parlor I post 
office of a small cabin on a high prairie becomes 
the focal point for the sorting and redirection of 
the mails; then the four horsemen depart with 
saddlebags full of the exchanged mail, as required 
on their long and lonely separate ways. This is a 
forerunner of the huge mail distribution centers of 
today, except if a mail rider were delayed in mak
ing his rendezvous, the mail he carried would be 
delayed for a full week. 

Byars' detailed account continues: 
"The post offices supplied by the southern mail 

route were, first - Wmchester, located on the south 
bank of the North Umpqua River, James Walton 
postmaster; second - Roseburg, at the Junction of 
Deer Creek and the South Umpqua River, the 
present location of the town, Richard Dearborn 
postmaster; third -Round Prairie, located just south 
of Robert's Mill, on the South Umpqua River, 
James Burnett, postmaster; fourth -Myrtle Creek, 
located on the stream by that name, Lazurus Wright 
postmaster; fifth - North Canyonville, located at 
the north end of the big canyon, James Clark post
master; sixth - Galesville, located on Cow Creek, 
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Henry Smith postmaster; seventh- Leland, located 
on Grave Creek, James Toogood postmaster; eighth 
- Gold River, located on Rogue River, 'Coyote' 
Evans postmaster; ninth - Dardenelles, located 
across the river from the present town of Gold Hill, 
G. W. T'Vault postmaster. nus office was discon
tinued about the time I went on the road in 1856; 
tenth - Jacksonville, in the town of Jacksonville, 
Hoffman postmaster; eleventh - Ashland, located 
in that place, A.D. Helman postmaster; twelfth -
Henley, located just north of the Klamath River on 
Cottonwood Creek, and thirteenth Yreka." 

Continuing, Mr. Byars has left us a detailed 
description of his route: 

"My home station was four miles below Oak
land on the Calapooya Creek; so Friday after get
ting the mail I traveled over the hills through Green 
Valley down Dodge Creek and over the hill to 
Sloan's Creek and down said Creek to the home 
station.• Saturday made an early start, crossed the 
Calapooya on the Scottsburg road,, and followed 
that road south over the hill to Camas Swale Creek,• 
which I crossed at the town of Wilbur; thence on to 
the north Umpqua River, which I crossed on a ferry 
boat, and am at the town of Winchester and the mail 
is delivered for the post master to select the mail 

Official Record for Post Offices listed in the Byars letter 
all are on the Siskiyou Trail route connecting Oregon and California (listed from north to south) 

PQst offi~~ Estn1.1lish~d Discontinued Name chan&ed to R~-~stablish~d DiS£Qntiny~d 
Oakland 21 Feb 1852 
Wmchester 3 Nov 1851* 14Dec 1860 Wilbur 10 Oct 1890 
Deer Creek 28 Sep 1852 16 Jul1857 Roseburg(h) 
Round Prairie 22Nov 1853 1 Jul1862 3 Apr 1877 20Apr 1918 
Myrtle Creek 18 Feb 1854 
North Canyonville 6 Jul1852 1 Jun 1892 Canyonville 
Galesville 14 Oct 1854 31 Jan 1916 Azalea 
Leland 28 Mar 1855 30Apr 1943 
Gold River 18 Apr 1855 18 Jul1859 
Dardanelles 19 Oct 1852 2 Aug 1854 29 Oct 1855 2 Jan 1857 
Jacksonville 18 Feb 1854 
Ashland Mills 17 May 1855 14 Jan 1871 Ashland 
Henley 1 Jan 1856 31 Oct 1912 moved to Hornbrook 
Yreka 19Aug 1853 

* A mail route from the north terminated at Winchester in 1851. Post office opening dates for the remaining 
offices support the probable first deliveries of U.S. Mail 011 this route 011 July 1, 1852. 
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addressed to his office, and the journey is resumed 
to Roseburg, where the mail rests.s 

Sunday the mail is received from the office and 
the old California road is taken, which at that time 
crossed Robert's Hill east of the present route ten 
miles to Round Prarie.' Mr. Burnett's fann resi
dence the post office. After the overhauling of the 
mail I followed the road up the South Umpqua River 
six miles to the village of Myrtle Creek. the office 
is in the home of Mr. Wright - one of the slowest 
mortals living. Myrtle Creek is crossed at this place, 
[and] the road continues on up the river to Yocums, 
where the river is crossed in a ferry in winter time, 
and by ford when the waters are down.7 Nine miles 
from Myrtle Creek you come to Canyonville. The 
post office is in a small grocery store, and here again 
the mail rests overnight. Monday - the road from 
this place leads through the big canyon.• It crosses 
the Creek some thirty-six times, and at one place 
follows up in the bed of the Creek for one and one
fourth miles; thence over the mountain eleven miles 
from Canyonville to Hardy Elliff's place, in the 
valley of Cow Creek; thence down the valley eight 
miles to Mr. Smith's ranch residence, the Galesville 
post office. About one mile below Smith's place at 
the Redfield place the road crosses Cow Creek, and 
over Cow Creek Mountain which is the line be
tween Douglas and Jackson Counties,' to Wolf 
Creek at a point near the 'Six-bit place;' thence down 
the creek about a mile to its crossing, which is the 
present location of Wolf Creek station, the road 
leads up Coyote Creek a short distance and then 
crosses another spur of mountain to Grave Creek, 
the home ofToogood and Harlmess, the Leland post 
office. Here the mail rests another night. Thesday 
we cross Grave Creek in the morning and soon pass 
over another mountain and enter Jumpoff Joe Creek 
Valley at Widow Nida place; thence on a couple of 
miles to the stream itself, which is crossed by ford. 
From thence the road crosses over some low hills 
and through a narrow gap to the Harris place; thence 
a couple of miles through pine openings to Louse 
Creek and Wagoner's place just on the South side 
of the Creek; thence after ascending a long open 
glade the road passed over a rather high divide and 
descended into the Rogue River Valley near Grants 
Pass; thence along the foothills to 'Bloody Run', 
through 'Dry Diggings' and over another spur to 
Evans Ferry on Rogue River - the road crossing: 

PageS 

March 1997 

• · ;· 0 

. . . .. · .. ·. ..... . ·.· 

William H. Byars, courtesy Douglas County Museum 
thence up that side of the river past Savage's place 
on Savage Creek - the Jewitt place, where another 
ferry was established. This' is just below Evans 
Creek on the opposite side of Rogue River. 

From here the road passed on up the river, cross
ing Birdseye Creek near his house,'0 and thence by 
the Miller place to the home of J. Rosenstock, a 
station where the mail rested another night. 
Wednesday - the road continues on up the river 
about three miles to the Dardenelles. Here the river 
bends to the north and passes between 'Table Rock' 
and 'Gold Hill'. The road bears southeasterly up a 
long draw and over a ridge to Jacksonville,u the 
most wealthy mining camp in Oregon. The richest 
lode ever discovered in the state was 'Gold Hill' 
just mentioned. More mail was received at and sent 
from the Jacksonville office than any other on the 
route. From Jacksonville the road continued south 
up the Bear Creek Valley to Phoenix; thence across 
Wagoner Creek by the Warm Springs and Eagle 
Mills toAshland,n a town with one small house and 
a mill, continuing on up the Creek for eight miles 
more to the 'Mountain House' and another night 
rest.u Thursday - from here it was called eight miles 
over the mountains and ten miles to Coles, near the 
state line, about five miles up the mountain and three 
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miles down. Road quite steep from both sides and 
quite hilly until it enters Cottonwood Creek bot
tom near Henley,.•• The post office is on the West 
side of the Creek which is crossed by a ford. You 
reford the Creek which is only a short distance from 
its mouth and the road runs up the river about a 
mile to the ferry, and then over the hills to Sutprise 
Valley and along its west margin to the crossing of 
Sha~ta River by a ford; thence over a low divide to 
Yreka."u 

Byars' letter goes on to describe locations and 
experiences during his time as a postal rider, be
ginning at the southern boundary of Oregon. Ap
parently his rides throughout the segment from 
California's Shasta Valley to Cole's Station just 
inside the Oregon border were uneventful in com
parison. 

He describes the Siskiyou summit crossing and 
the surrounding area: 

"The state line is just beyond Cole. The Coles 
- two brothers - located claims at that place and 
built a very neat house which was a roadhouse or 
hotel, and when I was on the road it was one of the 
best kept houses on the whole route.,. About three 
miles from the Coles and near the foot of the moun
tain was another well kept house owned and kept 
by a man named Rockafellow.'7 From his place to 
the summit of the Siskiyou Mountains was a steep 
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climb for about three miles and then a steep de
scent down into a canyon and over some spurs and 
on down to the mountain house eight miles from 
Rockafellows place. From the summit down the 
canyon was a lonesome piece of road and along 
which many crimes had been committed. 

Just a short time before I went on the road, the 
Modoc Indians had attacked three teamsters, one 
of whom they killed; also killed the nine yoke of 
oxen and burned the wagons after taking all they 
could get away with from them. The teams were 
loaded chiefly with flour, bacon and other edibles. 
The remnants were all over the grade in the creek 
and it was not a pleasant place to pass." 

Sometimes the road across the mountains was 
considered unsafe on account of Indians and 'Road 
Agents', and I sometimes crossed after night. I rec
ollect crossing one night coming north, and the night 
was dark as Egypt. It was about ten o'clock when I 
got to the summit. I had two horses - a pack horse 
and a riding horse. The pack horse was loose in the 
road ahead, and at the summit I got off to lead my 
riding horse down the steep part of the hill. He 
refused to be led very fast and I turned him loose 
with the other horse and got in behind with a stick 
to encourage him to go faster. When we got oppo
site the old debris, where the man and oxen were 
killed and the wagons burned, there was a terrible 
racket in the brush and a big 'snort'. The horses 
also gave a snort and broke on down the road as 

) . 
· .~~·1 

! .~?. . /:~. -1 ; , t. :-(, . 
.I 

There are no markings to show if this letter traveled by land or by sea from Salem, Oregon to the 
Califomia Secretary of State in Sacramellto. It may well have traveled south by land over the 
Siskiyou route. Courtesy of Charles Whittlesey. 
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This is a folded letter sheet that traveled by stage in August 1857 from P. Thompson at theM ountain House, near 
Ashland Mills, over Siskiyou Summit to Beekman's Express in Yreka. The writer orders a cast geared wheel and 
pinion. C .C. Beekman forwarded the order to San Francisco, requesting the order to be returned to him, presum
ably in Yreka, and then presumably to be delivered back over Siskiyou·summit to Thompson at the Mountain 
House by stage. This cover provides supporting evidence to the existence of tri-weekly stages over Siskiyou 
Summit on the old Hudson Bay pack trail prior to the daily stages on a greatly improved toll wagon road, which 
was built in the 1858-60 period with a new alignment in many locations. The 1852-57 wagon and stage use of 
the old trail may have deviated from the pack trail in some locations to accommodate the new usage, but it was 
essentially the same route. Beekman's (and Byars') horseback route may also have used short cuts of the toll 
road route in some locations. Courtesy of Dale Forster. 

fast as they could run. I felt the hair raise the hat on 
my head, but I never waited to investigate, but 
nearly kept up with the horses which I overtook 
about a mile down the road and rode on to my sta
tion, the Mountain House. 

I never knew what was the cause of the rumpus 
but always thought it was a bear. Expect it was 
about as badly scared as I was.'9 Another time I 
crossed in the early evening, and saw two horse
men hide behind a clump of bushes. I could not go 
back so had to ride upon them. I put my horses to 
their utmost speed and with my revolver in my hand 
rushed right past them. They immediately fell in 
behind and chased me for two miles up hill and 
down right up to the station, but before I could get 
off and around to face them they dashed by and 
were gone. I inquired all along the road next morn
ing but got no information. 

I crossed this mountain one day with two other 
men in a big snow stom1. The old snow on the 
mountain was from four to six feet deep with a well 
beaten trail, but the wind and new snow in many 
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places covered up this old trail and whenever we 
got off of it we got in the snow so deep that it was 
impossible to travel. We had stopped overnight with 
Mr. Rockafellow and it was eight miles over the 
mountain to the Mountain House. We had worked 
hard all day and were about given out, as well as 
the horses. 

One of the men's name was Thompson, a 
brother of David P. Thompson of Portland. The 
other man's name I did not know. Thompson was 
not in good health. The other fellow was a big rug
ged looking man weighing 200 pounds or more. 
About four o'clock P.M. we came out into an open
ing and lost the trail. The horses refused to go fa
ther. Thompson could not and I had worked until I 
could hardly stand up. The big man sat down and 
cried and said it was no use to try more as we would 
never get out. His action so disgusted me that I 
was stimulated with new vigor, and I took the lead 
off to the right, down a steep mountain into a can
yon and got into lighter snow.20 We almost slid down 
the mountain for a quarter of a mile or more which 
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revived our courage and got us to the hotel about 
eight or nine o'clock. 

Another exciting time I had on the mountain 
was with a grizzly bear. He crossed the road a short 
distance ahead of me and I ran my horse up close 
to get a shot with my revolver. There was a deep 
canyon just close to the road which the bear had to 
cross, and it was just starting up the opposite bank 
when I rode up and delivered the shot. The horse 
saw or smelled the bear, and was about scared to 
death, while the bear feeling the lead stinging his 
back, nearly tore the mountain down trying to get 
away and grunting like a wild hog badly scared. 

At the Mountain House, kept by a fellow by 
the name of White, at the foot of the mountain on 
the north side, is where I first met Heine (Joaquin) 
Miller in the spring of 1858. He was walking the 
floor and trying to conjugate a Latin verb. Nobody 
knew what he was talking about. 

Near this place is where the old emigrant road 
entered the valley. I came down by the soda sprin!r1 

along a small stream called Emigrant Creek. Eight 
miles below was Ashland Mills, the first post of
fice in Oregon from the South. It was located on 
Ashland Creek, the present location of the City of 
Ashland. 

At that time there was but one small house at 
the place other than the mill. The man and wife 
who owned the house kept a small wayside stop
ping place. Travelers generally in those days car
ried their own beds.:: and all they generally received 
were meals. About the time I left the road the hus
band was shot and killed from ambush. I never 
heard that the woman was in any way implicated 
or suspicioned but the author was never known.n 

The office in the mill was the post office and 
A.D. Helman was postmaster. The mill was owned 
by him and a group of other fanners who lived near 
about. He operated the mill..... · 

The next post office was at Phoenix, then fa
miliarly known as 'Gasburg'. The office here was 
in a small saddlery shop, poshnaster's name for
gotten.:u 

The next office was Jacksonville. The post
master was Hoffman. He was the father-in-law of 
C. C. Beekman. Mr. Beekman at that time carried 
express from Jacksonville to Yreka. The distance 
was sixty miles and he rode his horse that distance 
in one day. I frequently saw the miners and other 
citizens lined up for a block waiting for their tum 
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to ask for mail.... 
The next office on the road was Dardenelles, 

but before leaving Jacksonville I should say that 
early in 1858 a stage line was established daily be
tween Jacksonville and Yreka.:' 

Dardenelles was at the home of G.W. T'Vault. 
He was editor and proprietor of the Jacksonville 
Sentinel, a Democratic newspaper. He and family 
had moved into town.. My night station was a few 
miles farther down the river at Rosenstocks. This 
house like all others between Dardenelles and North 
Canyonville was surrounded by a stockade, which 
was constructed by digging a trench four or five 
feet deep around the house, generally in a square, 
and then setting timbers twenty or thirty feet long 
upright so as to make a bullet proof wall and then 
tamp thm solid with earth, and cutting loop holes 
through for the purpose of firing on an approach
ing foe. Generally there were small bastionas at 
each comer with loop holes so that sides could be 
protected. It looked something like this, with the 
hosue within the enclosure - in fact, a majority of 
all the houses in southern Oregon were so pro
tected.:'" 

Byars goes on to describe events of the Indian 
War in Rogue River Valley in 1855. These events 
have been well documented in Oregon histories 
and articles, so only the events as they relate to the 

postal system will be quoted herein. 

"The post office at Evans Feny 'Gold River' 
was in a stockade on the north side of the river 
and had withstood several sieges. On the night of 
October 8, 1855, two men were killed and one 
wounded by the Indians near the mouth of Evans 
Creek about three miles above the Evans Ferry. 
Early next morning the Gold River post office was 
attacked and Isaac Shelton was mortally 
wounded." 

The Indian war party continued westward and 
northward along the postal route, following the 
Siskiyou Trail. Byars continues: 

"About two miles north of the Wagoner place 
and near the home of G. W. Harris, William 
Hickenbottom, the mail carrier, and a traveling com
panion met fifteen or twenty Indians. The Indians 
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Much of the James Two good correspondence was saved, providing examples of many early usages. This cover 
is somewhat of a puzzle. !twas mailed from Union Point, O.T. to Twogood at Leland post office on August 24, 
1855. Union Point is in the Willamette Valley near Oakland, midway between Salem and Eugene,· Leland is 
located south of Roseburg, so the cover had to travel over the northern portion of the route to get to him. 
However, it also bears two superimposed postmarks, one of which appears to be Oregon City on August 31 , and 
the other a Jacksonville, with a postmark that appears to be impossibly dated August 12. The date could be 
September 12; but the routing remains confusing ,for Oregon City is north of Union Point and Jacksonville is 
south of Leland. The cover must have been sent in the wrong direction initially, and them somehow missed being 
delivered at Leland on the way south, eventually arriving in Jacksonville and returned north, carried by either 
Forrest or his assistant, Hickenbottom. Courtesy of Charles Whittlesey. 

appeared to be very friendly and wanted to shake of the band tried to cut them off by swift running. 
hands with the boys and in doing so tried to pull The boys had a close call but by laying low and 
them from their horses. But as they were so near using whip and spurs they soon got beyond range 
the Hanis home, the Indians did not shoot, fearful of the Indians' guns, and spread the alarm from there 
of alarming the people at the home. Also knowing on northward." 
there were a large number behind them at the Wag- ... .Jumpoff Joe, the stream some three or four 
oner Place thought they had them safe anyway. miles north of Harris's place, was rather a swift and 
Near the Wagoner place the Indians had captured a dangerous creek to ford, as I found it several times 
pack and wagon train loaded with dry goods and during the winters I was on the road. On one trip I 
groceries for the mines. The packers and drivers caught two bears out of the creek and killed one 
had escaped in the woods on horse and mule back with my revolver. The other got away.28 

and as the Indians were afoot they did not follow Just at the foot of the Grave Creek hill on the 
but began eating and drinking and having a good south in the early spring of 1858, I left the road and 
time. Before Hickenbottom and his companion got crossed a small creek to the west thinking I might 
within range the half drunken Indians began shoot- find a few wild ripe strawberries.· In crossing an-
ing and raised their war whoops. Tills scared the other small rivulet just below a large maple tree the 
boys a plenty and they turned and retraced their water had poured over the roots and washed out 
steps to the north. quite a deep hole below. Looking in this hole I 

When they got in sight of the Harris place tlley found a human skeleton. The fiesh was all gone. 
heard shooting, and, seeing the house surrounded, The hair which was sandy and very curly indicted 
endeavored to steal by through the woods. This that it was a man's skeleton. 
they had nearly accomplished when the Indians dis- I reported the find but I think no legal notice 
covered them and opened fire on them, while a part was ever taken in the matter. There had been a man 
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whose hair description tallied with that of the skel
eton had left Yreka, California with considerable 
money to go to the Willamette Valley to buy cattle, 
and who was last heard of near this locality. 

The post office of Leland, on Grave Creek, had 
the largest and best stockade on the road.•9 James 
Toogood was the postmaster. The Indians killed 
his partner Harkness. The Indians called Toogood, 
Jimmy Mox (Two) Close (Good), and it was said 
that a young squaw gave Jimmy a warning of the 
Indian outbreak at the risk of her own life. I think 
I told you before how Grave Creek got its name. 30 

Leland was one of the chief rendezvous and 
harbors of safety for the whites during the war. The 
road crossed Wolf Creek near the mouth of Coyote 
Creek. On my first trip over the road there was the 
body of a dead Indian lying under a fir tree near the 
crossing ... 

Jimmie (Jimmie Twogood) was a favorite of 
the Indians and they did not wish to kill him. So 
the Indians hid behind a big sugar pine log and let 
them pass. All except Barney Simons, who had 
stopped back to fix a mule's ap~aho. When the 
others started to run and the Indians began to yell, 
Barney's riding horse got scared and left him and 
the mule got terribly excited. Barney immediately 
guessed the situation so he jumped on the mule's 
back and let it go. And he always said that mule 
ran faster than any animal he ever rode and brayed 
every jump while the bullets whistled about his 
head. They ran through the Creek and on up the 
road about a mile farther to the home of Henry 
Smith's, whose house was surrounded by a stock
ade. It was also the Galesville post office, Smith 
post master. 

At the crossing of Cow Creek was Redfield's 
residence with a young wife and one child. He hap
pened to have his team hitched to the wagon so they 
got in as speedily as possible and he also ran his 
horses to the Smith home. Tile Indians were in close 
pursuit and shooting as they ran. One bullet took 
lodgement in Mrs. Redfield's knee making her a 
cripple for life." 

In the Wmter of 1857 Byars had a wet, cold 
dangerous crossing of Cow Creek which he de
scribes in a separate document, a copy of which is 
in the Lavola Bakken Research Library, Douglas 
County Museum, Roseburg, Oregon: 
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"Cow Creek, frequently during the winter 
months, got to be deep fording and sometimes to 
the swimming point. The packers felled a tree 
across the stream and trimmed it up and fixed it for 
a pack bridge. This I have crossed quite frequently. 
I had one horse that I could neither lead nor drive 
across, but was compelled to ride him over -- not a 
pleasant undertaking. One time when I had to cross 
the water was running about a foot deep over the 
bridge, too deep to attempt to get the horses to cross 
it I removed the packs and saddles and, stringing 
a rope across for hand support .and removing my 
boots, waded across on the log, carrying the mail, 
saddles, etc., requiring six or eight trips. Whoopee! 

The water was cold and there was about six 
inches of snow on the ground and still snowing. 
Then I forced the horses into the stream and com
pelled them to swim to the other shore. They were 
unable to get out of the creek as the bank was too 
steep and high. I ran around and crossed, but when 
I approached they got back in the stream and there 
was a log projecting into the creek just below against 
which they drifted, and the current drawing them 
under, they were nearly drowned. I went out on 
the log and with a strong stick pushed them from 
under, and they swam back to the bank. Again I 
went there to catch them but they turned back into 
the stream. I was so excited and fearful of their 
drowning that I jumped into the creek, too, and 
grabbed the ropes that were around their necks and 
got back to the bank. Not being able to get them 
out, I went back across the creek to Mr. Redfield's 
house and got a spade, came back and dug a trench 
so the horses could get out. They were about fro
zen to death but I, being hard at work and some
what excited, did not notice the cold. I then tied 
them up and covered them with a saddle blanket 
each, took the spade back to Mr. Redfields, returned 
to the horses, saddled them, packed up the mail and 
rode for Grave Creek (Leland) ten miles away -
you better believe I made good time. I jumped off 
and walked or ran up the steep hills or I do believe 
I should have frozen .... " 

One cannot help but admire the pluck and re
sourcefulness of Byars and the other postal riders 

of the period, as week in and week out they trav
eled the long and dangerous route, contending with 
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weather, horses, uneven trails, slippery cold stream 
crossings, often in flood in the winter, wild ani
mals, and occasional confrontations with un
friendly Indians or shady characters. 

Each night on the most dangerous portion of 
their route they sought shelter and security for man, 
mail and beast in the enclosures of homes, road
houses or private fortresses. They did not gener
ally travel fast enough to be considered a "pony 
express", and they brought the slow mail and 
heavier and bulkier items such as newspapers, for 
which there was no need for fastest delivery by an 
expressman. 
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The experience developed resourcefulness and 
trained young Byars to cope and succeed, and he 
carried this ability into his later life. He later held 
many responsible positions-- but he remembered 
none of them with the great relish with which he 
recollected his two+ years as a postal rider in wild 
Southern Oregon and northernmost California. 

Fortunate for us all, his careful description per
mits us to envision the days of the first overland 
government mails between Oregon Territory and 
California 

Thank you Billy Byars! 

A cover addressed to Rufus Cole, the brother of Byron Cole. The two brothers left New York in 1851, came west 
and took up donation land claims in the wilderness of southern Oregon in Cottonwood Basin, just north of the 
Klamath River. This cover is later than the others shown here, and provides a challenge in dating it. The Yreka 
cancel is Williams SIS-1821(April1989 Western Express), with an earliest known date of26January 1867 and 
the last known date4 January 1872. The stamp is Scott no.147, issued March 13, 1870. Thus this postmark of 
Sep 20 is probably 1870 or 1871. Rufus Cole was elected supervisor for Siskiyou Cowzty Second District on 
September 6, 1871 and served only the one term. Thus the inclusion of "Supervisor Elect" in the address 
definitely assigns the cover to 1871. 

The notation "By Stage Driver" is rarely seen. The daily stage service on the toll road near the Cole Ranch 
home had started on September 15, 1860 by the California Stage Company, and continued uninterrupted through 
the date of this cover until December 16, 1887. In September1871 the stages were those of the California and 
Oregon Coast Overland Mail Company, owned by J.L. Sanderson, B. Barlow and J. W. Parker. This company 
operated the line until its final day. 
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Notes 

1. Williamson Lyncoya Smith, later Division Agent for the California and Oregon Stage Company in Shasta, Califor
nia, claimed to have canied the first mail on horseback from Jacksonville to North Canyonville Oregon in early July 
1854. He must have assisted Richard Forrest, who had the contract for biweekly delivery at that time. Seep. XI, hh 
Playhouse was a Concord Coach by Helen B. Boggs, and the Shasta Courier entry for July 1, 1854 in the same 
volume. 

An additional postal rider was needed full time with the implementation of the once-a-week schedule between 
North Canyonville and Yreka- 140 miles apart by trail- on 21 May 1855. 

2. Byars' approximate route between Oakland and his "home station" can be traced by use of the DeLorme Atlas of 
Ores;on. He lived at home with his sisters, his mother, and his stepfather, J.H. Mires. The family had followed the 
Oregon Trail over the Plains to enter Oregon in 1853, when Billy Byars was 14 years old. 

3. Piper's Journal Map shows a bridge at the crossing of Calapooya Creek on the Scottsburg Road in 1860. 

4. Now Sutherlin Creek. 

5. Throughout his letter, Byars uses the descriptive and quaint expression "the mail rests" to describe man, horse and 
mailbags under suitable protective cover overnight, generally in a stockaded enclosure containing barn and feed for 
the horse, post office for the mail bags, and sleeping arrangements the rider. 

6. The "old California Road" referred to over "Robert's Hill" lies east ofByar's "present route"-- now old Highway 99 
through Dillard, but west of modem Interstate 5, and is identified as Roberts Mountain Road in the Delorme Oregon 
atlas. 

7. Interstate 5 also crosses the South Umpqua River in this vicinity- by an all-year bridge, however. 

8. The "Big Canyon" referred to was the narrow, twisting and nearly vertically walled canyon and streambed of north
flowing Canyon Creek. This canyon was singled out for special unfavorable mention in the diaries of Hudson Bay 
Co. fur trapping parties, and later by immigrants over theApp1egate Trail into Oregon and other north-south travelers 
of the Siskiyou Trail. It was, however, the only practicable route. Presently the great road building achievement in 
constructing Interstate 5 along this same alignment has so altered and opened the landscape over the canyon's length 
that it is difficult to envision the struggle early travelers had in attaining Canyon Creek Pass from North Canyonville, 
or in descending the canyon when traveling north. 

9. This is now the line between Douglas and Josephine counties. 

10. The Birdseye home, built in 1856 on the bank of Rogue River, is on the National Register of Historic Places and is 
open to the public on a limited scheduled basis. It is across the river and downstream of Valley of the Rogue State 
Park. Byars route in this area led along the present route of old Route 99, across the river from the State Park. 

11. Believed to be Kane Creek up to the divide, and then down Jackson Creek. 

12. The trail was on the southwest side of BearCreek all the way to Ashland, generally on or close to old Highway 99. 
The Byars route description between his home station on Calapooya Creek and the north foot of the Siskiyous just 
south of Ashland, Oregon is admirably shown as the marching route for Lt. A. Piper and a company of soldiers 
en route from Fort Umpqua to the vicinity of Klamath Lake in 1860, as shown in the reproduced field notes and 
sketches of the trip in the Oregon Historical Ouarterly of September 1968. 

13. The Mountain House, also known as Barron's, was in the valley of Hill Creek at the foot of the north slope of the 
Siskiyou Mountains, and a short distance from the junction of the Siskiyou (or "Old California") Trail, with the 
Applegate Emigrant Trail, which extended east all the way to the Humboldt River in Nevada. The junction lies under 
the water of man-made Emigrant Lake. 
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14. The route is to the west of Hill Creek and climbs the mountain in the general location of old Highway 99, crossing 
Interstate 5 at nearly a right angle at the Mount Ashland interchange, and proceeding up the steep draw to "Toll Road . 
Gap", easily visible to the west from the Interstate. The descent is steeply down into south-facing Cottonwood Creek 
basin, generally along the East Fork. The historic old trail gap is about a mile northwest of the present summit 
crossing. 

15. The ferry over the Klamath River was at the site of the later village and mill site ofKiamathon, now completely gone. 
However, the river could generally be forded as the Hudson Bay Co. fur brigades had done at this crossing in the late 
1830s and early 1840s. Beyond the ferry the trail skirted the lower and eastern slopes of Black Mountain while 
ascending Willow Creek, and generally following the route of the present Ager Road and Ager-Yreka Road to reach 
Yreka. 

16. According to Milmer Hilt in an article published in the Siskiyou Pioneer (Vol. 1, no. 5, 1951 ), the Cole Roadhouse of 
1856-58 would have been at a spring some distance north and east of the larger present Cole Station building and bam, 
and in fact was moved a mile to the present location to become a part of the larger building. Mr. Hilt states: "I think 
the second story and a half must have been moved to the present site about 1859 as at about that time the toll road was 
built through the upper Cottonwood Canyon .... " The present Cole Station and bam built to serve the daily stage coach 
traffic of the 1860-1880s period, in its Cottonwood Creek basin setting, remains one of the most impressive elements 
along the old Siskiyou Trail. The station and bam are part of a private ranch. Colestin Road, a public road, passes 
betwen them. 

17. Nothing remains of this station, but the location can be viewed from the Colestin Road in a small valley three miles 
north of the present Cole's station. 

18. This tragic event occurred September 25, 1855, and has been reported in Wells' Histmy of Oregon and in Ezra M. 
Hamilton's Memoirs of the Indian War. Hamilton passed over the route from south to north only hours after the attack. 
Although these accounts are somewhat conflicting, it is believed the attack took place 100 to 200 yards below Toll 
Road Gap on the north side of the Siskiyou summit where the old trail ascends on a 25% slope along a very shallow 
inner canyon ridge between two drainage courses, all in a deep, gloomy forest. 

19. Perhaps Byars had had an encounter with the famous grizzly bear known as "Old Clubfoot" that roamed northern 
California and southern Oregon for 40 years, and was fmally killed near Pilot Rock at the entrance to a cave in 1890. 
He weighed almost 2000 pounds and was said to be able to claw to a height of 12 feet when standing. Pilot Rock is 
only two miles south of this trail encounter location. See an article in the Siskiyou Pioneer by Emilee A. Frank for the 
story of this famous bear. 

20. Probably Hill Creek Canyon, which lies to the right of the trail when going north from the swnmit. 

21. Possibly the spring known as Kingsbury Spring, or possibly the Helman's Soda Spring. 

22. Bedrolls. 

23. Dr. David Sisson was the one killed- by a man who used a fallen log for a rifle rest and ran away toward Eagle Mills. 
See Kay Atwood's fine book, Mill Creek Journal- Ashland. Oregon 1850-1860. 

24. Byars does not mention the Phoenix post office in his initial listing, but undoubtedly stopped there as it was directly 
on his route after it opened on 3 January 1857. Samuel H. Miller was fU"St postmaster. 

25. Freight and emigrant wagons had been taken over Siskiyou Summit on the old Hudson Bay pack trail as early as 
1851, and possibly earlier in good season. They were taken lightly loaded and with heavy teams to get them into 
Shasta Valley where they were needed and could be used with ease. Soon Oregonians began transporting fruit, flour, 
butter and other foodstuffs to the Yreka mines by wagon. Such deliveries are known to have occurred in 1852. 
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The following quote is from Knights of the Whip by Gary and Gloria Meier: "There had been some transportation 
efforts from Yreka to Jacksonville, Oregon Territory, as early as 1854, when an independent operator provided a tri
weekly wagon between those points. However the road over the SisJciyous was not ready for all year travel. In 
September 1856, the California Stage Company took over the tri-weekly service between Yreka and Jacksonville, 
putting on their Concords, but still operating that portion of the route only in the summer months. 
Kay Atwood in Mill Creek Journal indicates that the California Stage Company announced in the spring of 1858tri· 

weekly stages would commence service on March 29: "Tri-weekly stages would leave Yreka for Jacksonville on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; in Jacksonville, they would leave the Union Hotel on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur
day for Yreka, and a connecting stage to Shasta, Red Bluff, and points south toward Sacramento." Byars' statement 
that the stage was daily is believed to be an error, although the stage company may have increased the service to daily 
in peak season to meet demand. 

26. The original letter must have contained a small sketch. The location of this original is unknown to the author. 

27. The detailes of the "Indian Wars" in southern Oregon in 1855 have been printed in many works, but this is the only 
account known by the author which supplies the details of how the postal rider and friend escaped the Indians and 
spread the alarm northward. 

28. It is in the general area from present Grants Pass northward to Jump Off Joe Creek that it would be expected Byars 
and Forrest would meet and pass each other, probably on Tuesdays about noon. Perhaps they ate their lunches 
together while their horses grazed, season and weather permitting. See the schematic diagram of postal route sched
ule. 

29. The site of this station is just north of the fine covered bridge on old Route 99 in Sunny Valley. The covered bridge 
can be easily seen from Interstate 5, and together wih the station site is well worth a stop for those traveling on the 
Interstate. This site is nearly five miles east of the better known site of Leland shown in the DeLorme atlas for 
Oregon. 

30. Named for Miss Martha Leland Crowley, who died· near the creek during the emigration on the Applegate route in 
1846. Miss Crowley was buried near the creek. North of Ashland, the Applegate emigration route from the east and 
the north-south Siskiyou Trail were the same trail or wagon road. 

William H. Byars -- Biographical Sketch 
Born July 7, 1839 in Des Moines, Iowa. In 1853 traveled to Oregon Territory over 

the Oregon Trail with his mother, sisters, and stepfather, J.H. Mires. Settled on Calapooya 
Creek, now in Douglas County, Oregon. Mail carrier 1856-58 on the route from Oak
land O.T. to Yreka, California. 

Studied at private school, Columbia College in Eugene City, and at Umpqua Acad
emy. Taught school, Graduated from Umpqua Academy in 1867. School Superintendant 
of Douglas County, Oregon. Bought Roseburg Plaindealer in 1873. Editor/owner for 
ten years. Elected State Printer in 1882. Purchased Salem Statesman in partnership 
with W.H. Odell. Disposed of his interest in 1884. 

Was U.S. Deputy Surveyor from early 1870s to 1909. Was Salem City Surveyor. 
Appointed U.S. Surveyor General for Oregon about 1890. Died at age 83 on April22, 
1922. 
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ASTORIA, OREGON 
Sesquicentennial1847-1997 

The First U.S. Post Office on the Pacific Coast 
by Alan H. Patera 

March 1997 

This folded letter sheet is the earliest known communication from Astoria, Oregon. It is dated from the 
letter inside to September 16, 1845, thus pre-dating Oregon Territory. The 50¢ rate needs to be explained. 
The text of the letter is presented on the opposite page. Courtesy of Frank Ford and Howard Mader. 

On March 9,1847, a U.S. post office was es- portation connection, and Astoria bid fair to be
tablished for Astoria with John M. Shively as frrst come a very important place indeed. 
postmaster. This was the frrst U.S. post office on The Hudsons Bay Company post was all there 
the Pacific Coast. At the time, California was still was for three decades. until overland immigration 
a Mexican province and it would be eleven months began settlement of the Willamette Valley. The 
before gold would be discovered at Sutter's saw frrst white settler was Solomon Smith, who opened 
mill. a store in 1840. As early as 1842 there was a trans-

The white man's settlement of the Astoria area portation line connecting the Astoria area with 
begins with the Lewis and Clark Expedition, which Cathlamet and other upriver landings by boat. 
wintered in 1805-06 on the Oregon side of the Co- Early settlement proceeded slowly. By 1846 
lumbia at a site west of Astoria, across Young's the population of Clatsop County numbered only 
Bay on what is now known as the Lewis and Clark 95 whites. Nonetheless, they wanted a post of
River. The Hudsons Bay Company established flee, and John N. Shively was the man to get it for 
Fort George, or Astoria, in 1811 and named it for them. Shively took up a claim in 1843 that was 
John Jacob Astor. The site featured a secure land- situated where the central part of the city of Astoria 
ing inside the mouth of the Columbia, a safe bar- grew. He made a visit back east and carried his 
bor against the ocean storms of winter. With settle- commission as postmaster with him on his return 
ment of Oregon the sea route became a vital trans- trip. Oregon's second post office to be established 

Portions of this article appeared in The Oregon 
Count:Iy. Vol. 16 no. 3, Winter 1996-97 
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was Oregon City on March 29, 1847, with David 
Hill as frrst postmaster. It seems likely that the 
news of the authorization of Oregon City's post 
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This 1845Jetter from Astoria from Adelia E. BJodget to her sister describes the voyage to reach there and conveys 
a message of loneliness. Remember that California was still a Mexican province at this time, and Astoria did not 
have a post office yet. It's too bad the next letter is not available, for she was obviously well educated (she even 
used punctuation!) and promises some descriptions of early Oregon. Courtesy of Howard Mader. 

Astoria Sept. 16th, 1845 
Beloved Sister. 

You can hardly imagine the emotion with which I sit down to address you. There is something almost 
appalling in the thought that I am so many hundreds of miles from home and friends. I say hi2!J:J&,for there is a 
mournful pleasure in calling what was once the home of my childhood & the home of my parents and is still the 
home of brothers and sisters my home. And must !never see that dear spot again. Yes I will hope that I may see 
it once more. But I forget, that in this expressing my feelings, I may be writing what will be uninteresting to you. 
I will now give you some account of my voyage. Of our journey as far as New York you have heard. After we had 
booked and passed through that distressing preparation for a voyage ... we found our situation as comfortable as 
a well furnished vessel, and accommodating captain could make it. Our voyage southward was very agreeable 
as we were favored with pleasant weather. We stopped at several of the West India Islands, among others at 
Hayti, which you will recollect is an independent nation of free colored people. But I cannot in the space of one 
letter, describe any thing I saw at these palces. As we approached the equator, I felt the difference of temperature 
very sensibly, though I do not know that it was at all detrimental to my health -indeed I have always thought that 
my constitution was suited to a warmer climate . ... we sailed in a southwesterly direction towards Cape Horn. 
In passing through the straits of Magellan, we encountered very many dangers; for the weather was stormy, and 
the straits are narrow and rocky. But out well built ship rode proudly through, & we soon entered the wide 
Pacific. Ah dear Sylvia -little did I think wehn a schoolgirl/ike you,/ was tracing the course of voyages on the 
map, or writing accounts of fancied ones, that I should ever in reality leave my native town & cross the wide 
expanse of the Ocean to seek a home on the western coast of N. America. Yet so it is. The distance from Cape 
Horn to Astoria very long and tedious, & I was heartily tired of seeing only the same expanse of waters around, 
and the blue sky above us, with only now and then a solitary sea bird to enliven the prospect. At last the long 
looked for Astoria appeared in sight & gladly did we quit our ship and take up our residence once more on terra 
firma. We found every thing more than we expected but I must defer all further descriptions for a future letter. 

Your affectionate sister - Adelia E. Blodget 

Sketch of Astoria made by Alexander Ross in 1813, when the Hudsons Bay Co. post was two years old. 

Pagell 
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Stampless cover posted at Lawrence Ville, PA on August 17 (1846) and addressed to Ralph Lee 
Kilburn at "Sonoma Upper California Mexico". It is marked "Paid 10", with the notation "To the 
care of the Post Master at Independence Jackson County Mo. to be forwarded the first opportunity." 
The further notation "Postage 50 cts" carried it across the Plains- perhaps on John Shiveley's 
return trip. The side notation "Astoria Or" shows that it reached the west coast, and presumably 
was taken to its destination by ship. Courtesy of Floyd Risvold. 

. I . 
/-fO 

This early Astoria cover has a manuscript marking of April25, 1849 and shows a 40¢ rate to Ohio. The 
cover was repaired by Bob Payne. The letter inside reads in part: "There has been gold found in many 
places in Oregon wherefrom 3$ tolD$ per day could be made but as 50$ per day is considered a small days 
work in California most of the male population are going there .... Money is more p/emijul here than I ever 
before witnessed, property & provisions of all kinds very high, but goods (except made up clothing) are 
cheap, made clothing high on account of the work. Now is the time to make fonunes. A person coming from 
the States would do well to bring as many mules as they could- mules are worth from 300$ to five hundred 
dollars in California .... " Courtesy of Howard Mader 
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These two fine Astoria covers are courtesy of Dale Forster. The attractive cover above is an 
1854 usage from Astoria, with the double 6¢ transcontinental prepaid rate to James L. Braman 
in Elyria, Ohio. The cover would have traveled lJy ship, crossing the isthmus at Panama. The 
Illustrated Miner's envelope was published lJy JM. Hutchings in California, and is rare used 
from Oregon. 

Below is an 1855 cover which traveled by ship from San Francisco to Astoria with Pacific 
Express. In Astoria it was placed into the U.S. mails and the June 25 circular date stamp was 
applied; from Astoria the letter traveled overland to Olympia, Washington Territory. 
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This stampless cover from Astoria, Oregon is dated to Apri/5, 1850. It was originally thought to be 
Astoria, New York because the rate is unusual. This is the only 12 112¢ rate known from Oregon. 
Courtesy of Howard Mader. 

office traveled West on the same journey as did 
Astoria's; but if word of the Oregon City appoint
ment traveled separately from John Shively, it may 
have been many more weeks before word of the 
new post office reached Oregon. We have no eye
witness accounts, so there is no way to know if the 
event was celebrated or acknowledged in Astoria. 
The post office was located in Shively's home; this 
building no longer stands, but the site is noted by a 
monument on 15th Street between Franklin and 
Exchange streets. The building was tom down in 
1907. 

In 1848 Astoria was challenged for the right to 
be the commercial center for this area by the plat
ting of a town called Lexington, located near where 
Warrenton now stands. By the census of 1850 the 
population of Clatsop County was enumerated at 
462; over half - 252 - lived in Astoria, and much 
of the rest of the population lived in Lexington or 
along the coastal plain in the vicinity. Lexington 
obtained its own post office on November 28, 1850, 
and in the early 1850s consisted of two hotels, a 
store, and a blacksmith shop. The town even served 
as the county seat of Clatsop County from 1850 to 
1851, when the function was moved to Astoria. 

There were no roads to connect with the 

Page24 

Willamette Valley, so all travel and commerce was 
by boat, and by 1850 a number of vessels were 
plying the lower Columbia. W.W. Parker built a 
wharf at Astoria to facilitate the increasing trade. 
In 1850 Charles S. Wright and J.G. Megler built 
the Occident Hotel, where they had the opportu
nity to host visits by dignitaries such as Ulysses S. 
Grant In 1856 Astoria had its first brewery, as 
Henry Weinhard founded his brewing business that 
survives to this day. 

Astoria was turning into a city, and Lexington 
was all but abandoned. Its post office was discon
tinued on February 24, 1853; it had a brief revival 
in 1856-57, but Astoria was clearly the town of 
the region. 

With the discovery of gold in Idaho and other 
points in the interior in the late 1850s. and early 
1860s, travel to the Pacific Northwest from Cali
forniaincreased, and Astoria was in position to ben
efit from the travel. Wells, Fargo & Co. estab
lished an express office there in the late 1860s, as 
it became a communications center. 

The town had hardly grown during the 1850s, 
enumerating only 498 inhabitants in 1860. Dur
ing the 1860s it became a bustling fishing and com
mercial center, as well as an international sea port 
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of considerable importance. In 1873 the town in
corporated. By 1880 Astoria boasted a population 
of 7 ,222, and a decade later could boast a popula
tion of 10,016- and for t_he next 100 years the popu
lation has remained remarkably constant. 

Transportation facilities long remained a prob
lem for the Astoria area. Talk of a railroad began 
in the early 1850s, but the last spike wasn't driven 
to connect Astoria with Portland until1898. Roads 
were non-existent for many years. It wasn't until 
1914 that an improved road was constructed along 
high ground away from the river, now known as 
U.S.30. 

With improvements in road, rail, and later air 
transportation, Astoria's dependency on water 
transport has been eliminated It is still a commer
cial center, serving both the riverside population 
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and the resort communities facing the Pacific 
Ocean; and with the completion of the bridge across 
the mouth of the Columbia river in 1966, the popu
lation across the river in southwest Washington has 
become part of its market area. The rainy climate 
works against drawing a large population to the 
area, but when the sun is out the natural beauty of 
the area makes it a very desirable place to be. 

Astoria today is a tourist destination. Despite 
the fact that a devastating fue in 1922 burned 32 
blocks, there are still many charming Victorian 
houses as well as a number of nearby historical 
and scenic sites. It is well that Astoria survived 
while nearby Lexington struggled and failed, for 
Astoria can still boast the longest-lived U.S. post 
office on the Pacific Coast, 'cause she was first 

Sources 
Helbock, Richard W. Oreaon Post Offices. 1847-1982. La Posta Publications, Las Cruces NM, 1982. 
Miller, Emma Gene. Clatsop County. Oregon. A History, Binfords & Mort, Portland OR, 1958. 

With many thanks to Dale Forster, Howard Mader and Jim Raley for their assistance. 

Page25 



Western Express March 1997 

WESTWARD HO! BY WATER ROUTE 
Part4 
©1996 

by Calvet M. Hahn 

Early California Expresses 
Prior to the discovery of gold at Sutter's saw

mill (Coloma), letters to or from California were 
limited to going through the Mexican system or 
by ship around the Hom. There is at least one let
ter from the initial "independent California" pe
riod. Early mail is also found to and from Oregon 
in the 1840s, as I discussed in my "Postal History 
of Oregon," serialized in seven parts in Stamp Col
~ January- September 1974. 

The announcement of the Sutter gold strike 
brought a flood of emigrants who wanted mail ser
vice. The government was distant and not geared 
to provide the necessary services, so that private 
enterprise quickly stepped in. The first demand 
was to get mail from the mines to the ships th~t 
were regularly bringing miners to California. Prob
ably the first California express was Charles L. 
Cady's express from Sutter's Fort to S.an Francisco, 
advertised July 31, 1847- six months before the 
gold discovery (Western Express, October 1964). 
The following July, William T. Ballou established 
an express from Stockton to the Southern Mines. 
Birch & Davenport advertised August 1, 1849, and 
Birch then went on to form the California Stage 
Line, which was advertised March 8, 1850, as re
ported in the July 1969 Western Express. Birch 
died in 1857 in the sinking of the Central America. 

Buckbee's early operation was discussed in the 
October 1970 Western Express. Samuel Brannan 
created the California Star Overland Express, 
which was advertised January 15, 1848 (Western 
Express, June 1964) Grammer's express was ad
vertised July 24, 1849, and some covers have ap
parently survived (Western Express, October 
1964). E.A. Halstead's Express was discussed in 
the April 1967 Western Express; Maurison's Ex
press was advertised July 2 (Western Express, July 
1975). Page and Hoffman's Express began in No-
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vember or December 1849 (Western Express, Oc
tober 1964); and John Whistman's Express was 
covered in Western Express, January 1977. Both 
Hawley's Express and that of A. H. Todd are well 
known and have been written up. 

The first U.S. postal agent in California was 
William Voorhees, arriving February 28, 1849. He 
had to dispatch his return mails on the Peruvian 
bark Callao to get them to Panama, as no Ameri
can vessels were available. The first American 
vessel mail return was that of the Pacific Mail's 
Oregon, departing San Francisco April 12, 1849. 

Trans-Oceanic Expresses 
The private trans-oceanic expresses began to 

come into their own in late 1849 and early 1850. 
The major ones were Adams, Berford, Freeman, 
Gregory, Wells Fargo and Wines. Smaller ones 
included Dodge & Co. (known from 1850, West
ern Express, July 1965); Elliott's Atlantic & Pa
cific Express, which advertised October 2, 1851 
in the New York Herald at 84 Wall Street, N.Y., in 
connection with the Vanderbilt line; and Joseph 
Hawes (the P.M.S.S. agent), Haven & Livingston, 
who connected with Livingston & Wells Express 
in the east in 1849 (no covers recorded). Also 
known are Whitney & Elly's Atlantic and Pacific 
Express, which advertised July·2, 1849 (Western 
Express, July 1980), and Fred Stimson's New York 
and California Express of 1852-54 (Western Ex
~. July 1976). Stimson's brother, A.L. Stimson, 
authored a major series entitled the History of the 
Express Companies. but no cover of his brother's 
operation survives. It was one of Alvin Adams' 
operations. A.B. Miller's U.S. and California 
Express was discussed in Western Express (Janu
ary 1979) and advertised September 1, 1850, as 
well as January 11, 1851 and February 25, 1851. 
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The Tehuantepec Route 

••• 

Figure 134. In June 1858 a mail contract was awarded to the Louisiana Tehuantepec Company to 
provide twice monthly service between New Orleans and San Francisco by water and across the Mexi
can isthmus. The route operated between October 1,1858 and September 22, 1859, and handled very 
little mail. Letters had to be inscribed "via Tehuantepec" to travel this route. This cover illustrates a 
west-bound usage. It is franked with a 10¢ green #32. 

The Nicaragua Route 

Figure 135. A previously unrecorded "Via Nicaragua" strike, dating to September 1853. It was probably 
taken on board the Pacific, leaving San Francisco October 1. Arrived New York October 27 per NY & Cal 
Northern Lieht. Carried "Free" to Gel. S. Nichols and placed in the mail at New York 5 cents unpaid under 
3,000 miles. Courtesy of George Kramer. 
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In its New York Herald ad of September 4, 1850, 
it was reported as a Harnden operation, meaning it 
was another of Alvin Adams' creations. 

W.R. West & Company's New Orleans and San 
Francisco Express advertised September 1, 1850 
and is discussed in the November 1975 Western 
Express. The unlisted Atlas Express, 111 Nassau 
Street, New York, advertised letter bags and a spe
cial messenger in the New York Herald of Febru
ary 13, 1850, to go on the Cherokee and Tennes
see, with letters at 30¢ each. 

The E.B. Sutton Express is mentioned in Let
ters of Gold as a trans-oceanic express. Actually, 
this finn, usually at 84 Wall Street, N.Y., was agent 
and perhaps owner of the Despatch Line of sailing 
vessels, sending ships to California monthly from 
January 5, 1849 (when it sent the Orpheus) well 
into the 1850s. As far as I can determine there 
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Persons wishing to do business through the Company will 
please leave their instructions at our offices previous to 3 o'clock 

October 24. For further particulars see handbills. 

CAPT. WM. SNOW Messenger 
Office Boston, 85 State street opposite Merchant's Row 

ots<J>ito24 S.M. GARDINER, General Agent* 

The same newspaper also carried the following 
advertisement: 

NEW ENGLAND & CALIFORNIA 
EXPRESS COMPANY 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE UNDERSIGNED 
SHIP MASTERS 

who are all Proprietors and would respectfully refer to the 
gentlemen whose name stand opposite our respective 

signatures. 
S.H. GARDINER (Messrs. Howard Son & Co.) Boston 

(John S. Tyler., Esq. 

was only one time when an express was sent, and H.A. BREED 

(Messrs. Lawrence & Co. New London 
(Hon. George Hood 
(Hon. D.C. Baker 

it was advertised in the New York Herald of Au- w. INGERSOLL 
gust 8, 1850. Sutton was not a trans-oceanic ex-

(William Worthington Jr. 
(Thckennan Townsend & Co. 

press company at all. The ad reads: 
"Special Express for California E.B. Sutton & 

Co., 84 Wall St. will despatch a confidential mes
senger by the Steamer Cherokee on the 13th inst., 
with letters & packages for Chagres, Panama, San 
Francisco, Stockton and Sacramento City. By this 
conveyance, letters will be received one or two 
days in advance of the mail delivery. Terms rea
sonable. E.B. Sutton, 84 Wall St." 

Another company for which no covers have 
been reported, and one I don't note in the Califor
nia references I have, is the New England and Cali
fornia Express. The only advertisements were in 
the Boston Courier of October 17, 1850: 

For San Francisco California 
BY UNITED STATES MAIL STEAMERS 

via Panama October 24th 
The NEW-ENGLAND 

AND and [sic] CALIFORNIA 
EXPRESS Company, will despatch their EX

PRESS on above stated under the charge of one 
of the proprietors, CAPT. WILLIAM SNOW 
Capt. Snow having returned from California in the August 

Steamer gives him the advantage over others that are not famil
iar with the route. 
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FRANCIS D. HARDY (B.C. Cink & Co. 
JOHN SPEAR Jr. (Enoch Train, Esq.) Boston 

(Josiah W. Jones, Esq.) 
SILAS R. HAVENS (Sleight Gardiner & Co., New York 

(Howell & Havens, Sag Harbor 
WILLIAM SNOW Hon William Sturgis, Boston 

H.A. BRUCE AGENT, San Francisco 

This company will run our Express from Bos
ton to San Francisco, via Panama by Steamers 
under the especial charge of one of the Proprie-

tors who will remain in San Francisco forty-five days and leave 

for Boston on the 15th of January 1851. 
Such arrangements have been made with the well-known house 

of Fabens & Co. on the Isthmus for Transportation as 
will obviate all delay we are now prepared to receive goods in 
packages not exceeding 120 pounds or cubic some 4-feet; also 

Parcels, Gold Dust, Coins, Bills of Exchange. 
As our Second Messenger will arrive at San Francisco fifteen 
days prior to the departure of the First for home a very favor

able opportunity presents for persons having bills to collect on 
San Francisco, by putting them in the charge of this Company 

may be sure of a return in eighty-five days. 
Persons having female friends going to California and in want of 

protection can find the same by putting them under the charge 
of our Messenger. 

Persons shipping by this Express will please render invoice of 
their goods accompanied by a Custom-House certificate of the 

same. 
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The Proprietors of this Ell press pledge themselves to attend 
strictly to all business entrusted to their care, holding themselves 
responsible only for such goods as may be receipted for by either 

of the Proprietors. 
Freight in all cases prepaid. 

Office of the Company 85 State Street Boston op-posite
Merchant's Row. 

S.H. GARDINER 
0 12 sTu & Th tf General Agent.* 

Lount & Co. 
One of the few trans-oceanic expresses where 

there was a dishonest partner was Lount & Co. 
This express is discussed in the July 1963 Western 
Express, where it was noted that ads in the Placer 
Times announcing service ran November 15, 1849, 
and that in the March 16, 1850 issue it was re
ported that Lount had eloped, leaving his partner 
swindled out of everything. On March 23, 1850 
the same paper carried a note from Brown, 
Knowlton & Co.'s California & U. States Express 
that Mr. Lount had not been connected with the 
express office since January 1st, and that the new 
firm had no connection with Lount & Co. other 
than taking their letters, business and stand. A 
March 30, 1850 ad shows Brown, Knowlton had 
contracted with Livingston, Wells for its eastern 
deliveries. 

A subsequent series of ads appeared in the 
Boston papers in 1850, and are given here. The 
first was a pair that appeared in the March 11, 1850 
Boston Post: 

LOUNT & CO's CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 
Per Steamer Georgia 13th and CHER

OKEE 15th March. Freight Packages &c. 
for the above steamer will be received at our office and 

forwarded to San Francisco, Sacra-
mento and all parts of the mines in charge of a Special 

Messenger. 
N.B. No packages received weighting over 125lbs. 
Office No. 16 Chatham St., opposite· Chatham Row. 

M9 lsi March 13 
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LOUNT & CO'S CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 
Packages of every description per steamer 

GEORGIA and CHEROKEE will be received 
at our office and forwarded in charge of a 
Special Messenger to SAN FRANCISCO 

sacramento city 
STOCKTON, Benicia, New York 

off the Pacific, Vernon, Fremont, Mormon Island, Culloma, 
Woods Creek, Sullivan's Diggins, Bear Creek, Juba and 

Feather Rivers and to all places in any of the Tributories of 
the Sacramento and San Joaquin River. 

Packages and Freight forwarded by any Steamer in 
charge of a Special Messenger. Having our ellterisive Mule 

Train on the Isthmus and agent resident at Chagres, Gor
gona and Panama we have superior facilities for the trans-

portation of Merchandise. 
Proprietor W.R. LOUNTofCharleston; J.W. WAD
LEIGH of San Francisco;-GEO. W. BEACH of New 

Yorlc; H.Q. ADAMS, Boston 
Agents: L. Gleeson, U.S. Consul at Chagres; Antonio 
Fuertes at Gorgona; Edwin S. Lane at Panama; Charles 

J. Torbert at Sacramento City; Todd & Bryant at Stockton. 
Re.ferences: Messrs. Howland & Chase, L.O. Wtlson & Co., 

Jones & Johnson, W.H. Howland Esq., W.C. Wetmore Esq., Geo 
M'Bride Esq. New York, 

Messrs. Ruggles, Nourse Mason & Co.; J. Kittridge & Co .. 
JJ.Jervis Esq. -- SJI. Williams Esq., N. Lombard lngols 

Gay Kinsley & Co. and Harnden & Co. Boston, 
Messrs. M'Lane Morris & Co., Lenore Goddard London, 

Messrs. M'Lane Ward & Co., Liverpool, 

Messrs. Rawle Drinker & Co., Hong Kong 

Office 16 Chatham street opposite Chatham's Row. 
M6lsltoslf* 

This long detailed notice gives considerable 
information not contained in the Western Ex_press 
story. More was to come; the Boston Daily Mail 
of Aprill7, 1850 had the following: 

CALIFORNIA 
LOUNT & CO'S EXPRESS FOR SAN 

Francisco, Sacramento, Stockton and 
the Gold Mines - per Steamship OHIO 

April 27th 
Freight and Packages of every description will be 

received at our office and will be forwarded 
in care of a special messenger. 

*Advertisements reproduced with spacing and spelling as per the 
original 
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N.B. No Packages will be received weighing 
over 125 pounds 

Office No. 8 COURT STREET, Boston 

The flrst indication of trouble appeared in the 
Boston Post of May 17, 1850: 

TO THE PUBLIC 
WM. R. LOUNT of San Francisco has had no con
nection with Lount & Co's Express since Decem
ber 1st 1849; at which time his withdrawal was 
published in the San Francisco papers. All busi
ness of the late firm of Lount & Co. will be at
tended to by the undersigned and will henceforth 
be conducted under the name of BEACH & CO. 
at 88 Broadway New York and 8 Court Street Bos
ton. 

GEO. W. BEACH of New York 
HENRY REED San Francisco 

Boston 
May 15,1850 3 tis MIS 

The issue of May 30, 1850 contains the fol
lowing: 

BEACH&CO's 
LA1E Lount & Co.'s 

CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 
PER CRESCENT CITY JUNE 1st 

Express Freight, Packages &c. will be received at 
our office until FRIDAY May 31st and forwarded 
to San Francisco and all parts of the mines in charge 
of a special messenger. 

OFFICE 8 Court street Boston M28. 

In these ads we find another California express that 
has not hitherto appeared in the literature - Beach 
& Co.- as well as an early reference to Henry Reed, 
who subsequently created a San Francisco local. 
Again, I should like to draw attention to some 
subtle clues that Alvin Adams may have had some 
influence in the Beach & Co. fum, perhaps as a 
secret investor. 

Adams & Co. 
Alvin Adams frrst advertised his Western op

eration in the New York papers of September 4th 
and the Philadelphia Public Ledger of September 
7, 1849. The ads noted that D.H. Haskell, a clerk 
in the Boston office, was to sail with the first mails 
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on September 15th on the Empire City; Haskell 
was to open the California office, which he did in 
a shanty owned or agented by I. C. Woods on No
vember 8, 1849. He was to be the resident West
ern partner, with Alvin Adams and William 
Dinsmore as Eastern partners. Shoemaker and 
Sanford, Adams' partners in Philadelphia, were not 
part of the deal. 

A second mail trip was made on the Crescent 
City, departing October 2, 1849. John L. Freeman, 
who set up the Adams Panama transit operation, 
was probably the messenger. He went onto the 
California payroll at $600 per month. The next 
sailing was the Crescent City sailing of November 
13, 1849. Richard G. Berford, the Adams' agent 
at Pittsburgh since 1843, was probably themes
senger. Both men set up expresses in their names 
at a later date, probably with Adams as a silent 
partner. (See the May 1990 Collectors Club Phi
latelist study of Adams & Co., where I document 
Adams' busine~s partnership practices.) 

The firm used the small local operations such 
as Ballou to get the mails to and from the mines. 
The profits were so large that Shoemaker and 
Sanford bought in, but by 1854 they were worried 
about Haskell's methods, and the copartnership was 
dissolved May 12, 1854. After this Haskell, joined 
by Woods, operated independently with Alvin 
Adams as a secret silent partner. That company 
failed in 1855. A number of important Western 
express operators were part of the Adams' opera
tion at one time or another. The Tracy brothers are 
one example. John Freeman was apparently the 
Eastern partners' watchdog, and the man selected 
to salvage the business when the California com
pany went bankrupt. 

Herford & Co. 
Richard G. Berford, Adams agent at Pittsburgh 

since 1843, went to California almost as soon as 
Adams opened that operation, probably as a mes
senger on the Crescent City sailing of November 
13, 1849 from New York. By year's end he joined 
together with James Hackett and J.S. Silver (who 
dropped out in 1851) to form Berford & Co. 

The company first advertised January 26, 1850; 
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Figure 136. Westbound Adams: A New York cover dated April I, 1851 from the Daniel Gibbs correspon
dence, is addressed to him at San Francisco's central whaif. It received a red 40x20 mm. oval FORWARDED 
BY I ADAMS & Co's I EXPRESS I SAN FRANCISCO on its face. The writer reports he is sailing the 
following day (April2d)for England (on the Collins steamer droi£.) He sends Gibbs a package of the best 
English razors fora mutua/friend, 'Don Juan' Manson, and adds that Adams & Co. will be taking them on 
the next week's sailing, wich is that of the Crescent Ciry. 

Figure 137. Eastbound Adams: A letter from Frank Brodhead at San Francisco, dated October 3, 1851 to his 
father in Boston is "sent by Mr. Howes of Adams & Co. express" and marked "paid", despite which it received 
the unpaid NEW-YORK I NOV I 17 I 5 CTS c.d.s. upon its arrival. The contents have considerable significance. 
Brodhead writes that he drew upon his father's $500 letter of credit made upon Willis & Co. through Wells & Co. 
and was surprised to learn the credit was refused, and is sending the rejection back on the Oreeon. He adds he 
went personally to Wells to discuss the matter and reports Wells was upset about it, but could not extend funds as 
he had $200,000 in liabilities and was fearful his friends might not back him. Brodhead added, " ... he is sick in 
pocket, sick in body and if there is not a complete annihilation of Mr. Wells, I am very much surprised." This 
letter gives an earlier report of Hemy Wells in California than has hitherto been reported. 
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in New York I date its ads from January 27, 1851. 
Initially, only mansucript markings were used and 
are known July through October 1850. In a New 
York Herald ad of April 1, 1851, the New York 
office was 2 Vesey St., Astor House. On July 11th, 
the firm reported the only reliable line to Califor
nia was the U.S. Mail, which unlike the Indepen
dent Line, was not in the habit of having its ves
sels break down. 1bis ad also noted the finn's claim 
that their mail rates were not breaking the law when 
they charged 3¢ each for letters and newspapers 
when the government wanted 15¢, as their mails 
are outside U.S. jurisdiction. 

In the Herald of July 12, 1851 a number of 
points were made: · 
BERFORD'S & CO'S GREAT CALIFORNIA 
EXPRESS, Freight 10% less than by any other 
Express - Postage 3¢, freight 40¢ per lb. Through 
to California in 30 days. By Empire City 12th inst 
We respectfully announce that our arrangements 
for transporting gold dust, goods, letters and news
paper cannot be surpassed by those of any other 
Express. Our goods are received by our agents 
Messrs. Evers & Waterman, fonnerly Messrs. Ran, 
Runnels & Co. at Chagres, and are transported by 
them to Panama with the greatest dispatch; and they 
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give no preference to any Express Co. forwarding 
their goods in advance of any other Express. Our 
rates are from 10-20% less than of any other Ex
press Co. Our mails leave N.Y. two days after the 
U.S. Mails and arrive in San Francisco simulta
neously with them. Our postage on a single letter, 
not more than 1/2-oz. is only 3¢ if prepaid. Post
age on newspapers is 3¢ prepaid without regard to 
weight; and exchanges for all the press will be taken 
free. We send a mail to all parts of South America 
and all parts of California, Chagres and Panama. 
Passage by the U.S. 'Only through Line' to Cali
fornia secured at our Office at lowest rates. Our 
Office in the California Exchange, a fire-proof 
building, though surrounded by the flames of the 
late fire, was not injured Berford & Co. , 2 Vesey 
St., Astor House, N.Y.; also corner Clay & Kearney 
Sts., Portsmouth Square, San Francisco. 

In the issue of October 2, 1851, Berford an
nounced they were the only organized express over 
the Nicaragua route, and that they will send pack
ages and mail bags on the Prometheus in care of 
Mr. W.H. Hackett of the fum of Hackett & Sigaud 
of San Juan, who have been established there a 
long time. Advertisements in the Boston Evening 
Traveller during the Spring of 1852 give additional 

Figure 138. The brown legal envelope addressed to the county recorder at San Jose, California bears a "Paid 
Beiford & Co. Express" in pen at the upper left and a "Pay charges. Send bill. 'B&Co.' at the upper right, in 
addition to the writer's directional "Betford's Express" at lower left. The comems are dated at San Francisco 
September 2, 1850 and request a transcript be filed at the Santa Clara recorder's office. 
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Figure 139. Another Beiford manuscript cover is seen in this outer leaf with a black PAID and a pencil 
"Beiford Ex. Co." at the top. It is addressed to the former U.S. Mail Agent, William Van Voorhees, in his 
later role as California Secretary of State. No contents or dated docketing are to be found. 

indications of how this express operated In the 
March 9, 1852 Traveller we fmd: 

HERFORD & CO'S 
GREAT CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 

Through in charge of a Special Messenger on the 
steamer CRESCENT CITY of 5th and EMPIRE 
CITY of9thinst will leave No.7 STATE STREET 
on the 4th and 8th Inst 

Freight, Letters, Packages and Parcels received 
until4 o'clock of the 4th and 8th inst All Freight 
must be put up waterproof and no one package to 
exceed 125lbs. in weight. 

WM. P. DOCKRAY, AGENT 
Mon 11 of9th 

No. 7 State Street 

CALIFORNIA 
Freight, Package and Letter Express 

IN CHARGE OF 
SPECIAL MESSENGER from New York 5th 9th 
11th 20th 22nd 24th and 26th of every Month. 
from San Francisco 1st and 15th of every month. 
We respectfully announce that our arrangements 
for the safe transportation of Gold Dust, Mere han-

dise, Letters and Newspapers are not and cannot 
be surpassed by those of any other Express. Our 
rates for transporting goods through are from 10 
to 20 percent less than those of any other Express. 
Our vessels leave New York two days after the U.S. 
Mail and arrive in San Francisco simultaneously 
with them. Exchanges for all the press will be taken 
free. All Goods must be put up waterproof and no 
one package to exceed 125lbs. in weight. Drafts, 
debts, notes &c. collected in California. 
WM. P. DOCKRA Y, Agent, 7 State street Boston 

Feb.3 

The Traveller of April 9th advertisement adds 
a few details: 

CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 
We shall send our next Express for California and 
Oregon via San Juan per DANIEL WEBSTER 
19th instant at 5 o'clock P.M. also at Sunday 24th 
inst. at 5 P.M. via Chagres and Panama by the 
splendidly built sailing steamship ILLINOIS and 
GOLDEN GATE. Shippers will bear it in mind 
that these ships are expected to make the trip 
through in 21 days. 
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BERFORD & CO. 7 State street. 
Apr. 9 ist 24 WM. P. DOCKRAY, AGENT 

HERFORD'S 
GREAT CALIFORNIA 

and South American Express 
FREIGHT 45 CENTS PER POUND 

By Every Steamer 
Through in Thirty Days 

IN CHARGE OF SPECIAL MESSENGERS 

They respectfully announce that our arrangements 
for the safe transportation of Gold Dust, Merchan
dise, Letters and Newspapers are not and cannot 
be surpassed by those of any other Express. Our 
goods are received by our Agents Messrs. 
ZACHRISSON NELSON & CO. at Chagres and 
Mr. WARD at San Juan in Nicaragua and are trans
ported by them across the isthmus with the great
est possible dispatch and they give no preference 
to any Express carrier over ours by forwarding their 
freight in advance of our Express. Our rates for 
transporting goods through are much less than 
those of any other responsible Express Company. 
We send a mail to all ports in South America on 
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the Pacific; also to the Sandwich Islands, China, 
Oregon and all parts of California, Chagres, and 
Panama. 
ALL GOODS MUST BE PUT UP WATERPROOF 

Our office at San Francisco is in the California 
Exchange, a fire proof building and though sur
rounded by the flames in the Late fire was not in
jured. 

BERFORD & CO. 
WM. P. DOCKRAY,AGENT 

7 STATE STREET BOSTON, MASS. 
April9 is tf 

The above ads show how goods and mail were 
ca¢ed and the rates charges as well as the extent 
of connections with other Pacific ports. 

The Alta California in its October 12, 1851 is
sue carried a notice that Berford had established a 
city despatch post in San Francisco, using a blue 
10¢ Mercury adhesive. Thus far, no examples have 
been recorded. The date suggests this may have 
been the San Francisco City Despatch Post, of 
which one cover with a black shield is recorded 
dated October 31, 1851. 

At the same time, Berford was working with 

Figure 140. This black 34x18 mm. oval BERFORD & CO'S EXPRESS I SAN FRANCISCO CAL. is see11 
here with a black FREE on an outer leaf addressed to San Jose. I record a red example with COLLECT 
dated October 31,1851 and blue examples known in 1853. A somewhat smaller blue 33x17 mm. oval in 
three lines is known dated January 9, 1851. This black example has a restoration in the word "Express" 
where the original was spindle filed at one time. 
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Figure 141. One of the scarcer Berford handstamps is this double-bordered 37x26 mm. blue BERFORD 
& COs I CAliFORNIAN I EXPRESS, seen used here on a brown envelope from New York to San Fran
cisco. It is ex-Knapp, Clifford, and Haas and illustrated both in Nathan's Franks and Coburn's l&JJ£n. 
ojGold. While also reported in red and black, I have been unable to verify those colors. It also bears a 
red 28x9 mm. B&Co. I COLLECT handstamp, applied in New York. This handstamp is also known in 
black and a similar PAID handstamp is known. 

Loring Lombard in New York to issue a set of 
stamps to be used on mail to the Pacific. The ad
hesives were 3¢ black, 6¢ green, 10¢ violet, and 
25¢ red. They were flrst discussed philatelically 
in 1865. To the extent he used accurate sources, 
Henry Needham reported they were announced in 
a company circular of June 16, 1851, except for 
the.6¢ value. The Caspary sale had a 6¢ cover to 
Jamaica and a 10¢ cover (four adhesives includ
ing a tete-bee he, used to pay a 40¢ rate) to 
Valparaiso, that was received March 21, 1852. 
John Boker subsequently owned the 6¢ Caspary 
cover as well as a 3¢ cover postmarked at Mor
mon Island February 28 and addressed to Vermont. 
I do not record a 25¢ cover. These covers to fit the 
operation discussed in the Boston Daily Traveller 
ads of 1851. 

Konwiser recorded a label that listed three of
fice locations in New York City and one in San 
Francisco, but I have never seen it. At least seven 
different handstamps have been recorded. One is 
a red shield known in August, 1852. There are 
two versions of a San Francisco oval reported, one 
used only in early 1851 and the other found from 
late 1851 into 1853. 

Most reports show that Berford sold out to 
Wells Fargo in the summer of 1854 and Berford 

returned East. However, it is clear that the express 
continued and Berford was associated with it at 
least as late as 1858. 

In the Rhodes City Directory for 1854-55, 
Berford & Co.'s Express is listed at 38 B 'wy with 
Richard G. Berford, express also listed at that ad
dress, residing at 14 Horatio street. These directo
ries were compiled in May of each year. Under 
the Rhodes express listing is "Berford & Co's Cali
fornia, Vrrginia and North Carolina Express, 381 
B'way", while an advertisement on page 69 states 
in part, "Our Express for California & South 
America will be despatched on the 5th and 20th of 
each month via U.S. Pacific Mail Steamship via 
Aspinwall and Panama ... to Virginia, N.C. and 
Tennessee every Wednesday and Saturday by the 
Steamships Roanoke and Jamestown." 

The New York Trow City Directory for 1855-
56 (compiled by May 1855) shows an express list
ing for the California, Europe and New Orleans 
Express Berford at 124 Broadway. Mr. Berford is 
separately listed as an express at 124 Broadway, 
living at 14 Horatio street in Greenwich VIllage. 
The Trow directory for 1856-57 does not contain 
a Berford listing under expresses, but he is still 
listed as Richard G. Berford, express, 124 B'way 
h. 14 Horatio in the alphabetic listings. The Trow 
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for 1857-58 shows under expresses California and 
Carolina's Express on Harlem R.R., National Ex
press Co., 2 Tyron Row. I did not check past the 
1858-59 ~ which was published May 1, 1858. 
It listed Berford & Co. Express at 172 B 'wy and 
living now at 39 W. Washington Place in Green-

. wich Village. 
As can be seen, whatever Berford sold to Wells, 

Fargo in 1854, it apparently did not include his 
trans-oceanic business, which he continued to run 
from the East. It is this continued operation which 
helped authenticate covers with the Pacific Express 
Co. PAID printed franks used via Nicaragua back 
East that also have large "BERFORD & Cos./ AT
LANTIC & PACIFIC I EXPRESS" oval~ as well. 

Freeman's Express 
John L. Freeman had been an Adams employee 

since 1845 when he went to Califom_ia as a com
pany messenger, probably on the October 2, 1849 
sailing of the Crescent City. He went on the Adams 
California payroll at $600 a month. On July 4, 
1850 he was a half owner in the local T.R Hawley 
(late Weld) Express. When Hawley withdrew in 
November, Justin Spear bought his share for $1,223 
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and became Freeman's partner. In the summer of 
1851, Freeman bought out another local, Mumby's 
Express, and on November 1, 1851, Spear sold his 
half to Edward R. Anthony, who then became 
Freeman's partner. On the 8th Adams & Co. took 
an interest in the finn. On August 16, 1852, Free
man sold his share to Adams for $27,000 plus a 
five year contract at $10,000 per year. Difficulties 
developed with Haskell and Wood, and on Febru
ary 1, 1853, Freeman returned to New York tore
new his ties with the Eastern partners. Upon his 
return he left California and on April25, 1854 be
came Adams' agent for California and Australia in 
Panama. One one Freeman Panama item is known, 
from 1855. Freeman also joined with Nye & Co. 
of Valparaiso to cover the Pacific side of South 
America. During his California period, Freeman 
used a number of handstamp ovals and a circle, 
the latter of which was also used in conjunction 
with his Valparaiso venture. 

On May 16, 1855, Freeman returned to Cali
fornia, 'purchasing fromAdams & Co. of New York 
their interest in the California Freight and Pack
age Express', operating out of 59 Broadway, N.Y. 
He had as partners John K. Stimson, John Hoey 

Figw·e 142. Typical of the Freeman California operation is this cover with a blue 
42x22 mm. oval FORWARDED BY I FREEMAN & COS I EXPRESS I MARYSVJUE, 
sent September 14, 1851 . The letter discusses a shipment of August 19th on the 
steamer H.T. Clay. a 154 ton vessel built at San Francisco in1850 and serving until 
June 1857. 
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Figure 143, front and back. One of the earlier Freeman oceanic items is this one sent from lAtin 
America to Mr. Robert Belden, with the originating stamps cut of! by a vandal before the cover appeared 
in the Clifford sale. The cover bears a blue-green 27 mm. FREEMAN & CO'S I JUN I 5 I EXPRESS 
circle and a PAiD in oval that is similar to the red Freeman circle known in 1851. There was an inship 
6¢ rate applied at San Francisco which was changed to 7¢, representing 5¢ plus 2¢ to forward the letter 
to the U.S. Consulate at Mazatlan, which struck the cover with both a front and backC onsulate marking, 
and forwarded it on to Mr. Belden, who was at the mining district near Fuerte, Mexico. 

and Josiah Hedden. The partners, using Stimson's 
name, set up a San Francisco office at 124 Mont
gomery in the Armory Building as of June 7, 1855, 
with the first express leaving for New York June 
16th. On June 15th the ads were in Freeman's name 
rather than Stimson, with Freeman as San Fran
cisco manager.* An express was sent to Australia 
July 7. 1855 on the Flying Arrow. 
* A.L. Stimson explains the shift by noting Stimson was in Califor
nia and Freeman had not yet'come up from Panama in early June. 

Freeman reopened interior expressing on Sep
tember 17, 1856. On November2, 1859 this mar
ket was given up publicly in accord with an agree
ment with Wells, Fargo to sell the goodwill and 
equipment for 500 shares of stock and $50,000 in 
Wells Fargo paper each, for Hedden and him. 
Stimson wasn't mentioned. In 1855, Freeman be
gan using Cova & Co. as Panama agent. Adams 
had used that firm in 1851. 
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Figw·e 145 
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Opposite page top: 
Figure 144. A letterfromPanama dated June 30,1855 was sent per theJ.L. SteoheiiS byCova & Co. It 
contained bills of lading and announced receipt of funds from Lazard Freres. This ex-Barkhausen cover 
also was struck with a red 36x29 mm. oval FREEMAN & COS I EXPRESS I SAN FRANCISCO. 
Opposite page bottom: 
Figure 145. A similar red oval is found on this ex-Clifford cover posted at Portland, Maine July 2, 1855. 
It is addressed to a son in the Sacramento goldfields; it reports on his sea-faring brothers, one who went 
to China, one to Haiti, etc. The flap has a two-line red 60x12 mm. REPLY BY I FREEMAN & CO'S I 
EXPRESS. 

Figure 146. The rare red 27 mm. FREEMAN & CO'S I AUG 20 I EXPRESS is seen here on a domestic use to 
Mr. Isaac Archer, 84 Battery Street, San Francisco. Undated, it is known from 1851 on other covers. 

Figure 147. An ex-Haas cover originating at Lima, Peru December 26, 1856 and received at San Fran
cisco March 2, 1857. This cover is more typical of Freeman's trans-oceanic mail. It has a fairly good 
strike of the red 35x26 mm. oval FREEMAN & CO'S I EXPRESS. I PANAMA I COVA & Co. AGENTS. 
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Figure 149. 

Figure 148 (opposite page). An ex-Pol/and cover was written by Gregory June 30, 1850 to 
James Gordon Bennett, the famed editor of the New York Herald, sending a small parcel of 
yellow monkey flower seed separately. This "gift" was one of the various promotional devices 
Gregory used to gain support from editors. In it he announced that Thompson & Hitchcock 
were his New York agents. As letterhead he used a black 52x26 mm. asterisk-bordered oval 
GREGORY'S I NEW YORK & CAI.lFORNIA I EXPRESS. 

Figure 149 (above). The cover of this letter has two unusual markings. One is a red 60x1 0 mm. 
three-line straightline xxxxD's U.S. and California Express I THOMPSON & HITCHCOCK, 
Agt. I 149 Pearl St., N.Y. The second is a gray strike of the running bison that bites into the 
paper at the tail and which is apparently applied over the red straightline. 

It was this cover that led Dr. Polland to write his Apri/1968 Westem Express article on 
the"bison" markings and to conclude there was monkey business, not monkey flowers, involved. 
Konwiser'sfollow-up in the next issue discussing the bison find does not change the conclusion. 
The other "bison" are all of a much later date and seem to have been applied upon receipt of the 
letters by Mrs. Price of East Chester, N.Y. , although not all the letters to her have the bison. I 
would concur that the bison on this cover is not original, which raises the question about the 
others. 

The second unusual strike is the red straightline. Dr. Polland read it as Gregory's U.S. 
and California Express, but I see a definite RD rather than "ory". Gregory's ads during the 
summer of 1850 never used the U.S. & California name. The one company that did was A.B. 
Miller's U.S. & California Express, an Adams clone as noted by the September 4, 1850 ad, 
where the firm was at 2 Wall Street, and proprietors of Harnden's Express. The ads of November 
19th and 23rd, 1850 refer to Gregory and U.S. & California Express, respectively, indicating 
they are different. Whichever of the three expresses it may be (Belford, Gregory or Miller), the · 
marking seems to be a unique example. However, Robert livingston does record a Gregory's 
U.S. & Ca/ijomia Express receipt in September 1851. 
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Figure 150_ One of 
Gregory's first Cali
fornia operations was 
his Sacramento ex
press. Here this 
unbordered blue 
38x20 mm. oval 
GREGORY'S I SAC
RAMENTO I EX
PRESS is applied on 
a prepaid letter to 
Oriskany, N.Y. 

Figure 151. The same 
marking with a thick 
oval border, 44x22 
mm., is seen on a cover 
posted at Westerly, R.I. 
September 11th (1851-
52) with a PAID 6 
handstamp in blue. It 
was directed to Sacra
mento and forwarded 
to Grass Valley, Cali
fornia. GREGORY'S I 
SACRAMENTO I EX
PRESS was twice 
struck poorly on the 
back. 
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Gregory's Express 
The New York Herald of January 5, 1850 had 

a notice by Joseph W. Gregory of 69 Pearl St. an
nouncing that he had just returned from the mines 
and would leave January 14th on the Cherokee to 
initiate his monthly Gregory's California Express. 
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He aiTived at San Francisco on the Oregon Febru
ary 22nd, and on the 26th had ads out for his new 
express, with agents appointed and arrangements 
made with the local expresses to cover the mines. 
Nathan commented that Gregory must have had 
immense energy to accomplish all this in the short 

Figure 152. A blue 
46x12 mm. straightline 
GREGORY'S I EX
PRESS OFFICE, I San 
Francisco and a PAID 
in oval is seen on this 
cover to Staten Island, 
N.Y., with a pencil dat
ing of Apri/2, 1850. 

Figure 153. A second similar but 57xll mm. straighline GREGORY'S EXPRESS. I SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE, 
also with a blue PAID in oval, is seen on a cover sent "per Gold Hunter," The contents were rmoved and 
remained in Clifford's files when this cover was sold as part of the Clifford dispersal, making it difficult to date. 
Further, the basic reference works are contradictory in regard to this vessel. The 436-ton Gold Hunter was 
launched September 5, 1849 at New York and cleared for San Francisco December 17, 1849 (departing two 
days later) where she arrived Apri/29, 1850. The vessel was put on the river route to Sacramento and then on 
the run to Oregon. The Gold Hunter was advertised as a Mazatlan Steam Packet May 30, 1850, to begin in July, 
thus initiating a temporary Tehualltepec route. There was one sailing (November 16,1851) to Nicaragua, but no 
return. By June 12, 1852 the vessel was sold to the Coast Guard and renamed~. There was also a trip to 
Panama in the fall of 1851 ,probably with this letter. · 
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time between arrival and advertising, not realiz
ing Gregory had been in California earlier. On 
March 23, 1850, the Treasury Secretary wrote to 
the New York Customs enclosing Gregory's letter 
requesting forms for transporting merchandise to 
California (Kuksti.s sale 25,lot 545). 

The co-agency may have been the source of 
Gregory's eventual failure •. for when the local ex
presses sold out to his rivals or became disgusted 
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with his inattention, he was left hanging. His ini
tial express was a "valley express" to Sacramento. 
His business approach was protean; on April 18, 
1850 he published a Guide to Travellers, and later 
he developed the famous Gregory's pocket letter 
book for miners. The names of his expresses and 
the handstamps used changed constantly, with 
some 22 different recorded during the three years 
he operated. 
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Figure 154. Manuscript "pr. Gregory's Express" on cover to Wm. H. Davis, a major landholder in San 
Diego who purchased what was called "Davis's Folly" in 1851. This was a tract of land that today 
includes the best docking area, the Civic Center, the rail yards and the airport. In 1852 he couldn't give 
it away. The letter is datelined San Diego Herald office, November 29, 1852, the first newspaper in 
southern California, and signed by William N. Walton. Gregory, who carried it, had brought the first 
stage seen in southern California to carry his Great Atlantic & Pcaific Express mail in one month and 
19 days in August, 1851. His stage line soon extended to San Diego. but had erratic service. This cover 
represents a rare example of stage transport back nonh. 

The editor of the Herald was Judson Ames, who closed his office in August 1852 to make a trip to 
Boston, leaving the keys with a friend, Judge Robinson. Walton came to San Diego and told Judge 
Robinson that Ames had made him editor in absentia. He was given the keys and reopened the Herald 
in mid-December, with "W.N. Walton for and in the absence of J. Ames." as !Jy-line. In the following 
month only his name appears. In Apri/1852, Ames returned with new type and Walton disappeared. It 
took him until August to get the office back into shape, and his first re-edition bore an editorial recrimi
nation ofWalton, but without mentioning his name. Walton seems to have gone to Oregon.jor there was 
a mention in an 1860 Oregon peper of a W .N. Walton having legal trouble there. 

The contents of this letter is a solicitation by Walton from Davis offering to publicize the area in 
exchange for financial support, to wit, a $100 loan to cover expenses. Walton claimed editorial news
paper experience in New Orleans. It is not clear whether Davis or others did give him monies, but he 
coninued publishing umil Ames returned. 
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Figure 155. ANew York letter dated November 13, 1850 was designed to go on the Cherokee sailing of the 28th, 
but was put on the Empire CitY sailing of the 13th. The New York Herald of November 1st reported both were 
part of the Pacific Mail line; however, in a separate notice of October 30th, the reduced{are sailing of the 
Empire City line's Empire City on the 13th was announced by J. Howard & Son, 34 Broadway. Upon receipt in 
San Francisco, probably on the New Orleans, Gregory applied a red NOT PAID in oval and his rare 
undercataloged eight-line straightline: Office of GREGORY's EXPRESS I General Office 280 MONTGOMERY 
ST. I San Francisco. I J.W. Gregory, Proprietor & Manager. I SACRAMENTO CITY: Cor. of Front St. I G.E. 
Clark, Agent. I NEW YORK: Corner Wall and Pearl Sts. I THOMPSON & HITCHCOCK, Agents. Only a 
handful of examples, possibly only three, are recorded. 
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Figure 156. Another of the scarcer Gregory markings is this black 56xl8 mm. GREGORY'S I ATLANTIC & 
PACIFIC EXPRESS I CENTRAL OFFICE. I COR. MONTGOMERY & MERCHANT STS. I San Francisco, 
California. that is found on a cover to St. Joseph, Mich. While undated, the use appears to be 1851. 
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Figure 157. Two Gregory handstamps are seen on this cover to Howland & Aspinwall sent from San Francisco 
May 12, 1851, enclosing letters to go by steamer on to England. Gregory struck it with his red 54x16 mm.four
line straightline GREGORY'S I ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC EXPRESS I Central Office, 280 Montgomery street I 
SAN FRANCISCO and his red PAID in oval. 

In New York the cover was struck twice by a black 62x16 mm. straightline "Gregory's Atlantic and Pacific I 
EXPRESS I Forwarded by THOMPSON & HITCHCOCK, 1149 PEARL ST. N.Y. An earlier example of the red 
San Francisco handstamp is known on a letter datedApri/13, 1851, and received in New York June 3rd. It was 
written by a George B. H( odge? ), who was to make a trip through the southern mines to see if he would take 
expressman Brown's offer of an express agency at the mines. Brown was killed in 1853. 
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Figure 159. A second example ofthis Gregory marking is found on a letter originating in Glasgow, 
Scotland February 24, 1852, which is from the Daniel Gibb correspondence. It was forwarded by 
William Thompson & Co. ''per Gregory's Express." /twas apparently smuggled onto the Cunarder .4.Ua 
departing Liverpool February 28,1852, and reaching New York on March 12th. It then went on the new 
Independent Atlantic & Pacific line's 572-ton City a.fNew York on its maiden and only trip to Chagres 
and San Juan, departing New York March 16th. The letter then was put on the 737-ton wooden screw . 
steamer Monumental City on the second of its two trips as an Empire Line vessel. The letter finally 
arrived, as docketed inside, at San Francisco from Nicaragua on May 17, 1852. Consequently, this 
cover represents two rare 'Gold Rush" voyages as well as a co_mparatively late use of this Gregory 
handstamp. 

Gregory's last ad ran in the Alta California on 
May 1, 1853 and noted a messenger, who was Gre
gory himself, was sailing on the Pacific steamer 
via Nicaragua. Thus, Gregory departed Califor
nia forever that day, an old, broken man who was 
noted on the return voyage ranting and cursing 
against Hitchcock, his New York partner, and Wells 
Fargo. He left his agency to J. Hawes, the San 
Francisco agent of the Pacific Mail steamship com-

pany. Initially, Gregory's New York partner was 
Jonathan Thompson of 69 Pearl Street, who linked 
up with Hitchcock in May 1850. On August 21, 
1852 they stopped honoring his drafts and he 
dropped them October lOth. 

During 1850 and 1851 the New York Herald 
contained a number of notices of Gregory ship
ments to California, inserted by him and his part
ners. They are as follows: Jan. 14, 1850 by Chero-

Figure 158 (opposite page). One of the items from the Carrington find is a letter of August 11,1851 from New 
York, calling upon him to return urgently and reporting being worried because he had not been heard from via 
the 1,208 ton Prometheus. A black 68x16 mm. straightline "Gregory's Atlantic and Pacific I EXPRESS I For
warded by THOMPSON & HITCHCOCK, 1149 PEARL STREET. was applied before sending this on the first 
trip of the Prometheus (launched August 3, 1850) Oil its first trip as part of the /ndependem line. The sailing 
was delayed until August 14, 1851. A black PAID in oval was also applied. 

In Nicaragua, this letter was transferred to the 614-toll Independence (launched December 25,1850) on its 
maiden voyage to Sail Francisco, which it reached September 17,1851 with 55 passengers picked up at San 
Juan del Sut; Nicaragua, on its way up from the Hom. (The vessel departed New York January I 3 ,1851.) It 
was wrecked February 16,1853 off lower California, with a loss of 125/ives. The combinatio11 of two maiden 
voyages make this a vety unusual cover. 
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kee carried by Gregory; Feb. 28 by Fa/con, and on 
Mar. 15 by the Cherokee ad inserted by Jonathan 
Thompson of 69 Pearl; J.C. Thompson inserted an 
advertisement for the Ohio on March 28, and the 
Crescent City Apri11, 1850; a trip on the P hi/adel
phia of May 4, and the Georgia and Cherokee both 
on May 13th; and the Empire City on the 15th, 
which was changed to the 22nd. The first Thomp
son & Hitchcock ads were for the Ohio on May 
28th and the Crescent City June 1, 1850. The next 
advertisement was for an express on the August 1 
trip of the Crescent City, with another for that ves
sel sailing on September 28th. Another sailing was 

March 1997 

noted for the U.S. & California Express (a name 
change) on the Cherokee November 28, 1850, 
along with Gregory's California Express. The next 
advertisement is for Gregory's California Express 
on the Empire City March 9, 1851. The final ad
vertisement I found was for a despatch of the 
Gregory's California Package and Parcel Express 
on the Ohio leaving October 13, 1851. It was 
signed by Thompson & Hitchcock, Managers and 
Agents, 140 Pearl St., Cor. Wall street. There was 
a definite fall-off of advertising after Hitchcock 
joined with Thompson. 

.. 

Figure 160. Hawes used a black 32 mm. double circle" J. HAWES 
& CO'S I SF & NY I EXPRESS as his marking, and usually struck it 
on the back of the cover (right). 

The front of this cover, which is ex-Knapp and Haas, bears a 
pair of the 3¢ dull red #11 s tied by the black 28 mm. STEAMSHIP of 
New Orleans as well as a red New Orleans circular date stamp of 
April 15th. It is otherwise undated. 

Wierenga notes that this New Orleans STEAMSHIP c.d.s. was first used April 22, 1858, more than a year 
after Hawes was out of business. Further, there were no sailings to Nicaragua between March 5, 1857 until 
1862. Additionally, the red c.d.s. seen here. is known in 1853-54, not later. All these factors date this cover to 
1853-54. The letter could have gone on the March 16,1854 sailing of the ~to Nicaragua, but at that time 
there no longer was Vanderbilt service to Nicaragua as there was in 1853. Thus, I should like to propose that 
this is an 1853 use going on the Pacific to Nicaragua to meet Vanderbilt's ships to New Orleans, arriving April 
15th. This would make it the earliest Hawes marking on record and suggests that Gregory turned over his 
operation more than a month before his last advertisement. 
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Hawes & Co. ragua and sending his first express via Nicaragua. 
Joseph Hawes was the San Francisco agent of He was still operating December 27, 1855 at San 

the P.M.S.S. at the time Gregory left California for Francisco before his move to Panama. 
good. As he wrote on May 4, 1853, Hawes was 
the new agent for Gregory's Express, a post he took Palmer & Co. 
to get the earliest news of Australia. Throughout Charles S. Palmer first advertised his trans-oce
the next year he continued to be ship's agent oper- anic express service March 7, 1850, according to 
ating from the company's building in San Fran- the article on him in the April 1962 Western Ex
cisco. He served as a forwarder and commission press. He stayed in the East at 70 Liberty Street in 
merchant in Panama 1855, as shown by a cover New York, and shortly opened a Boston branch, 
addressed to the Pacific Express with his forwarder following which offices were opened in San Fran
marking documents. His New York & California cisco, Sacramento and Marysville. Henry Reed, 
Express was listed in the New York Trow's direc- the future local operator, apparently left Beech & 
tory published circa May 1855, with offices at 78 Co. to become Palmer's San Francisco agent be
Broadway. From September through December tweenMayandDecember, 1850. J.H.Mumbywas 
1854, he was in partnership with Charles Lumbard his Sacramento agent by December 7th, possibly 
in this New York & San Francisco Express, which even a month earlier, and served through Febru
hoped to use the new Panama Railroad to move ary 4, 1851. By May 1 ~ 1851, Mumby and Reed 
freight. However, by February 26, 1855 he was had left to form Mumby & Co., conn~ting east
operating alone as an express va Panama and Nica- ward through Dodge & Co. Mumby sold out to 

Figure 161. William Skidmore wrote from Sacramento January 29, 1851 to Mrs. Burr, Southport, 
Connecticut. The cover has a red PAID, and a red 25x16 mm. oval PAlMER & CO. I EXPRESS 
with a scroll in the center. It is a very poor strike, ex-Sloane. 
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Figure 162. A cover from Mr. Thomas, living at the Magnolia House in Sacramento, which "has the 
most splended sur loon" in Sacramento, to his wife reporting on funds he sent her. It is datedJ anuary 10, 
1850 and bears a manuscript "Palmer & Cos I Express" Paid and a red shield PAlMER I & CO. I 
EXPRESS. as well as a NEW YORK I 1 I MAR I 5 cts. receipt c.d.s. This cover would be the earliest 
Palmer on record, backdating the beginning of his operation except for the fact that the c.d.s. has a dent 
over the "W" of"NEW,", which was not there in the spring of 1850, but was there in November, making 
this letter an 1851 use and indicating that Mr. Thomas, like many of us, tended to carry over the earlier 
year date into letters written during the opening months of a new year. Thomas was not a good speller, 
as can be seen by Mrs. Miller's address, "Newbedford Masatuses." These letters and ads show that 
Palmer operated in California for at least a year, and that his express lasted at least two years. 

Freeman in June 1851. In December 1850, Palmer 
termed his operation a semi-monthly Package Ex
press; by March 1851 he was Palmer & Co.'s Cali
fornia Express. 

In the East, Palmer's office moved to 80 Broad
way, as a note in the New York Herald of October 
6, 1851 noted that Palmer & Co. denied having 
carried camphene, and thus be responsible for the 
frre on the steamer Lafayette. By January of 1852, 
tickets on the Independent Line were being offered 
by Palmer & Co. at 80 Broadway, or B.H. Haight 
of 7 Battery Place, both of whom still served as 
agents in March 1852. The Lafayette burned at 
Chagres September 11, 1851. 

Manuscript markings by Palmer were reported 
by Wiltsee, but the basic marking was a red shield, 
of which a handful are known. There was also a 
red oval of which only one poor strike is recorded. 
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Wells, Fargo & Co. 
The dominant Western express company was 

Wells, Fargo & Co., created in July 1852 by a 
couple of upstate New York men when their co
partners in the formation of the American Express 
Co. in 1850 declined to join them in a California 
venture. Wells Fargo soon became a major Cali
fornia banking force and the dominant partner in 
local delivery, as well as getting packages and mail 
back East, overland or by sea. However, Henry 
Well's personal history shows this was not his first 
California venture. 

Henry Wells began his express business by 
working for Harnden in his Albany office. He left 
in 1841 because Hamden wanted to focus upon 
his transatlantic business and Wells saw opportu
nities further west. He helped form Pomeroy & 
Co. in 1841 and continued with it when George 
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Figure 163. An unusual combination of a blue 36mm. WELLS, FARGO & Cos, EXPRESS 131 OCT/ S. 
FRco and PAID in double-lined oval. Addressed to Philadelphia, this received the standard black 22 
mm. double circle BWODS I OCT 29/2112 p,m, I PHILADA 118 58! PENNY POST, as well as the 
scarce open circle BLOOD'S I 2 cts. I DESPATCH. This is the latest recorded example of this marking. 

Figure 164. A similar conjunctive use to New York is seen on this cover from San Francisco November 
29,1853, with a red4Ix25 mm. oval WEUS, FARGO & Co I CALIFORNIA I EXPRESS addressed to 
New York and carried to the Irving House hotel by Boyd's local, which applied its black 29x20 inm. 
BOYD'S I CITY I JAN 3 12 I EXPRESS POST. The writer notes he could not let the steamer leave 
without sending this letter. He works for the Union Line. He notes his brother bought a schooner to sail 
down the coast after quitting the Uncle Sam. 
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Figure 165. The red 28x30 mm. WElLS FARGO & Co 116 WALL ST. N-Y I CAliFORNIA I 
EXPRESS strike is seen on this letterfromBogota(?). Calif. of December 16,1853, askingfora 
shipment of cigars. 

Pomeroy withdrew to form his Letter Express. 
Thaddeus Pomeroy substitu~ for George and the 
firm became known as Livingston, Wells & 
Pomeroy, according to an advertisement of May 
8, 1844. It became Livingston, Wells & Co. when 
Thaddeus retired, and used that name at least as 
early as February 8, 1845, according to covers. 

Circa February 21, 1844, Henry Wells linked 
up with William Fargo and Dan Dunning, both 
former Pomeroy messengers, to purchase Charles 
L. Miller's Buffalo to Chicago express, and named 
it Wells & Co. With the new express acts about to 
take place, Wells and Fargo renamed this the West
em Express Co. Wells sold out his share of this 
company to William Livingston and it became 
Livingston & Fargo. Wells moved to New York to 
help Crawford Livingston in Livingston, Wells & 
Co. That firm began European operations in 1846. 
Crawford Livingston died at age 34 in 1847, but 
Wells promised to preserve his interest for the 
widow and children. This he did despite the added 
workload when he, too, was ill. In 1848 Mrs. 
Livingston withdrew her interest and the firm was 
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renamed Wells & Co. Johnston Livingston and 
Edward C. Wmslow (died 1849) each purchased a 
third of Wells & Co. In March of 1850, Wells & 
Co., Livingston & Fargo and Butterfield, Wasson 
& Co. created a joint stock company known as the 
American Express Co., which lasts to this day. 
Wells was in Europe at the time. All the key play
ers in the company were upstate New Yorkers. The 
finn of Butterfield, Wasson was formed in the fall 
of 1849, and Butterfield was at the time engaged 
in moving freight across Panama. The American 
Express format consisted of two parts -- Wells, 
Butterfield and Livingston, Fargo. 

Livingston, Wells was engaged in the Califor
nia trade at least by 1849. The New York Herald 
of February 9, 1849 notes the finn was despatch
ing an express packet for Chagres on the sailing 
brig Abrasin under Capt Atkins, and that the ves
sel had previously made the trip in 13 days. The 
ad noted that Haven & Livingston would receive 
the freight as that firm had a permanent agency on 
the Isthmus. It is possible this company had some 
relationship with the New England & California 
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Figure 166. The blue 32x25 mm. oval WELLS, FARGO & CO I Express I BOSI'ON. is 
seen on this franked envelope that is addressed to "Chips" in San Francisco from Thomp
son in Boston that was received June 29, 1858 at Benicia. The addressee is the popular 
express messenger Pi/sbury Hodgkins. Henry Wells personally made a trip to California 
May 10, 1876 to honor "Chips." 

Express discussed earlier. In Letters of Gold it is 
reported that the finn of Haven & Livfugston was 
operating in California between Stockton, San 
Francisco, and New York during the years 1849 
and 1850. 

Despite the renaming in 1848, Livingston, 
Wells was still listed as having a New York office 
at 10 Wall Street in 1849. The Livingston, Wells 
Paris agency continued from 1848 through 1854. 
In terms of the California trade, Brown, Knowlton 
& Co., the purchasers of the Lount & Co. San Fran
cisco operation, reported on March 30, 1850 that 
they had a contract with Livingston, Wells to handle 

the firm's eastern deliveries. This is the same date 
that a notice appeared in the New York Herald that 
Livingston, Wells was agenting for the Tri-Monthly 
Line's bark Bogota. 

The above documents a long-standing interest 
by Henry Wells in both the European and Califor
nia areas. Whether he made a trip to California in 
this period, as he did to Europe in 1850, is not clear, 
but we have fll'St hand evidence that he did travel 
to California in the summer or fall of 1851 through 
Brodhead's letter describing a personal intetview 
with him in San Francisco in October 1851. 

In appreciation for their pioneer work in digging 
into the advertisements for the western expresses, 
I should like to dedicate this expanded version of 
my N.Y. Classics Society talk to the late A.J. Hertz 
and to Robert Livingston. . 
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.16 Dalles, Oregon Situated on the south bank of Columbia River, a 

few miles east of the base of the Cascade Mountains. Population 
about 2,000. An extensive woolen mi.ll is located here, capable of 
using 150,000 lbs. of wool annually. It is a point of divergence for 
travel east of the Cascades, northerly into Washington Territory, 
easterly up the Columbia, southeasterly to the John Day mining 
region. Connected with Portland by steamer. 

Deer Lodge City, Mon. Chief town of Deer Lodge, the most 
populous county in the Territory, in which gold mining is carried 
on to a considerable extent. It is distant from Helena about 50 
miles in a southeasterly direction. A weekly paper is printed.in the 
place. Reached by stage from Helena. 

Downieville, Cal. County seat of Sierra. Has about 1,500 inhab
itants. Reached by stage from Marysville. 

Dutch Flat, Cal. An interesting mountain town in Placer County, 
on the Central Pacific Railroad, noted for its productive hydraulic 
mines. Population about 2,000. 

Eugene City, Ogn. County seat of Lane County. Situated on the 
Willamette River, about 80 miles above Salem. Has a population 
of about 1,000. Connected with Portland by steamer, and by stage 
with Sacramento. 

Eureka, Cal. The county seat of Humboldt, and principal center 
of the extensive lumber trade on Humboldt Bay, being surrounded 
by extensive redwood forests, and also principal depot of the rich 
agricultural lands of Eel River Valley. A flourishing village of 
1,600 inhabitants. Steamer from San Francisco, and stage from 
Petaluma, via Cloverdale. 

Folsom, Cal. Situated on the south bank of the American River, 
12 miles from Sacramento, is adjacent to a mining district on the 
north and east, and a good farming country in the opposite direc
tions. The Cal. Central Railroad suspension bridge crosses the 
river at this point. Large granite beds in the vicinity are exten
sively worlc.ed. Most of the cobble stones used for paving the streets 
of San Francisco are obtained from the bed of the American River 
near this place. Population, 1 ,800 .. S. V.R.R. from Sacramento. 

Fort Yuma, Cal. A military post situated at the contluence of the 
Colorado and Gila Rivers, about 225 miles east from San Diego. 
Noted as being the hottest point in the United States. By stage · 
from San Diego. 

Gilroy, Cal. Southern tenninus of the Pajato Valley Railroad, by 
which it is connected with San Jose and San Francisco. Situated 
near the southern border of Santa Clara County, in a fertile valley. 
The Gilroy hot springs, a few miles to the northeast, are much fre
quented. 

Gold Hill, Nev. A flourishing mining city on the Comstock lode, 
three miles south of Virginia City. Several of the most celebrated 
gold quartz mines in the world are situated here. By a disastrous 
fire which raged for several weeks in three of these mines, in April 
last, 38 lives were lost Connected with C.P.R.R. by stage to Reno. 

Graniteville, Cal. Formerly known as Eureka South, a very pros
perous gold quartz mining district, 28 miles northeast of Nevada 
City, at a high altitude in the Sierra, snow often lasting till the last 
of May. Stage from Nevada. 
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Grass Valley, Cal. The flrst piece of gold-bearing quartz picked 
up in Grass Valley was on Gold Hill, in September, 1850. The first 
quartz mill in Grass Valley, and the second in the State, was built in 
January 1851, in Boston Ravine. It is now the center of the most 
extensive and productive gold quartz mining in the State or on the 
coast. Population 5,000. It supports two daily papers. Reached by 
stage from Colfax, also from Marysville. 

Hamilton, Nev. County seat of the new county of White Pine. 
Situated at the base of Treasure Hill, 110 miles from Elko on the 
Central Paciflc Railroad, from which place it is reached by stage. 
A daily paper is published in the place. 

Havilah, Cal. Chief town and county seat of Kern County. Has 
about 800 inhabitants. The surrounding country is well wooded 
and watered, and well adapted to agricultural purposes. The county 
is also rich in mineral wealth, but its distance and difficulty of ac
cess -- being walled in by high mountains on three sides -- have 
prevented it being thickly inhabited. Reached by stage from San 
Jose. 

Hayward's, Cal. A rapidly growing town at the tenninus of the 
S.F. & A.RR., 22 miles southeast of San Francisco. The village is 
pleasantly situated among the foot-hills of the Contra Costa range, 
and is the depot for the grain from Amador, Livermore and Castro 
valleys. It also contains the principal cattle marlcet in the State. 
The village was much injured by the earthquake of October, 1868, 
which completely destroyed a brick warehouse 400x60 feet, one of 
the largest in the state. The warm springs, 13 miles southeast of the 
town, are much frequented by visitors from San Francisco. 

Healdsburg, Cal. A beautifully located village of 1,600 inhabit
ants in Russian River Valley, one of the best wheat regions in the 
State. Reached by stage from Petaluma; distance 40 miles. 

Helena, Mon. Chief town and capital; occupies a central position, 
and is connected by stage lines with all parts of the Territory. Its 
business, derived from the many prosperous mining camps spring
ing up in every direction, is rapidly increasing. 1\vo daily papers 
are published in the town. A wagon road extends from Helena to 
the Columbia River at Walula, W.T. Reached by stage from Corinne, 
on U.P.R.R. 

Honolulu, HJ. Has a small open harbor, deep enough to admit 
vessels of large capacity. A coral reef protects the harbor. Hono
lulu was first.called "Fairllaven." It was discovered in 1794, by 
Capt. Brown, of the English ship "Butterworth," who was mur
dered by the native pirates. In approaching the town after passing 
Diamond Head, the pretty cocoa groves of Waikiki appear to view, 
stretching away to the left, while before the traveler lies the beau
tiful city of Honolulu, nearly hid from view by the noble palm, 
cocoa and other tropical trees which wave gracefully above the 
somber huts of the natives, and the pretty white cottages of the 
foreign residents. The "Punch Bowl," an extinct crater, is a cone
shaped mountain 500 feet high, on the right of the city, surmounted 
by a fort with a few guns of small calibre. The King's palace is 
built of rough coral stone, situated in two or three acres of orna
mental grounds, surrounded by a coral fence. Connected with San 
Francisco by steamer and sailing vessels. 

Idaho City, I.T. Second city in size in the Territory; 36 miles 
northeast from Boise City. Reached by stage from Winnemucca 
on C.P.R.R., via Boise; also connected by stage with Umatilla, 
Oregon. 
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Jackson, Cal. County seat of Amador County; situated on Jackson 
Creek; destroyed by fire in 1862, and since rebuilt of brick and 
stone; has about 1 ,000 inhabitants. There are valuable mines in the 
vicinity. Connected by stage with S. V.R.R at Latrobe. 

Jackson viDe, Ogn. The principal town of Southern Oregon; situ
ated on Rogue River.* Noted for its fine scenery and the salubrity 
of its climate. Soil favorable for grain and fruits; crops have never 
failed since first settlement of the valley in 1852. Inhabitants chiefly 
from Western States. Connected by stage with Oroville. 

Knight's Ferry, Cal. County seat of Stanislaus; situated in a vi
cinity fonnerly rich in placer mines, but now depending for its pros
perity on the rich wheat raising land around it. Population about 
600. Reached by stage from Stockton. 

Lakeport, Cal. County seat of Lake County; situated on the shore 
of Clear Lake, about 100 miles north of San Francisco. Good agri
cultural and timber land is found in the vicinity. A sailing vessel 
plies between this town and Lower Lake. Stage from Calistoga 
and Coverdale. 

La Paz, Arizona. The centre of the mining region of the Colorado 
basin; situated on the river, about 75 miles above its confluence 
with the Gila. Connected by stage with San Bernardino and Prescott. 

La Paz, Mex. Principal town of Lower California; situated on a 
small bay on the west shore of the Gulf of California, near its mouth. 
Connected by a regular line of steamers with San Francisco and 
Mazatlan. 

• Editor's note: This is an error. Jacksonville is situated on a small creek about 10 miles 
south of the Rogue Riover. 

La Porte, Cal. A mountain mining town situated on the bank of 
Rabbit Creek, after which it was fonnerly named, and on the di
viding ridge between Yuba and Feather Rivers, at an altitude of 
4,500 feet above the sea. Gold was discovered here in 1850. Bald 
Mountain, 1,000 feet above the town on the northeast, affords a 
fine view of the surrounding country. Quartz mining in gold and 
silver is now attracting miners and capitalists to this vicinity. Al
most completely destroyed by fire in 1868. Reached by stage from 
Oroville. 

Lewiston, Idaho. A mining town* situated at the junction of the 
Snake and Clearwater Rivers, and is the head of steamboat naviga
tion. Steamers from Dalles run to this point during the summer 
months. Reached also by stage from Walula, W.T. 

Los Angeles, Cal. The oldest and largest city of Southern Califor
nia, having nearly 7,000 inhabitants, nearly one-half of whom are 
foreigners. It is situated in a narrow valley, about 22 miles from 
the sea, on the Los Angeles River. The city is rapidly growing in 
population and wealth, and the surrounding country abounds with 
extensive and flourishing vineyards, groves of oranges, lemons, 
olives and other tropical fruits. Connected with San Francisco by 
steamer, via San Pedro; also, with San Jose by stage. 

• Editor's note: This is another error. Lewiston was a supply point for various mining 
distrias in northern Idaho, but was not itself a mining location. 
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