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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone: 503-635-1379 

This issue and next 
With this issue we begin two serialized articles. 

Robert D. Livingston's "Early Expresses in Shasta, 
Trinity and Siskiyou Counties" continues the fine 
series on early expresses published in Western 
Express a few years ago. It will run in three parts; 
in this issue we provide an overview of the dig
gings of northern California, plus those primary 
and feeder expresses tha centered on Shasta. 

The second serialized article is Michael 
Mahler's "The 'Newlands Find' of Nevada Rev
enue-Stamped Documents," dealing with recently 
uncovered documents relating to important real 
estate transactions in the Comstock in the early 
1870s. This is a two part article that will conclude 
next issue. 

Also for next issue we will have an article by 
Oscar Thomas entitled "The Manzanar Post Of
fices of Inyo and Los Angeles Counties". As al
ways, we welcome articles of any length, and are 
especially looking for material on 

Coloma 
for the December issue. We already have some 
most interesting material, but are still looking for 
additional postmarked material, descriptions or 
sketches of the town, or letters written from there 
that might give some insights as to conditions. 

Correction 
Jacque Houser points out some errors in last 

issue's article commemorating the sesquicenten
nial of the Astoria post office. The first post there 
was, of course, established by John Jacob Astor's 
men of the Pacific Fur Company in 1811. It was 
sold in 1813 to the Northwest Company andre
named Fort George at that time, and was not con
nected to the Hudsons Bay Company until 1820. 
Apologies for adding to the confusion. For more 
on Astoria, see the comments by Floyd Risvold on 
page 2. 
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New Officers for Western Cover Society 
President-elect Spelman resigned because of 

ill health, elevating Dale Forster to the position of 
President of the Western Cover Society. Frank Q. 
Newton Jr. is now serving as Vice-president The 
Secretary-Treasurer position has been split, with 
Edward A. Weinberg taking office as Secretary, and 
Oscar Thomas doing the duties of Treasurer. The 
new Directors are Jim Blaine, Basil C. Pearce, 
Howard Mader, Robert J. Chandler, Michael J. 
Rainey, and past-president Bill Tatham. 

Little Lake Post Office Closes 
The post office at Little Lake, California, was 

closed on April 11 , 1997. Located in In yo County 
south of Owens Lake, the late post office with this 
name dates to only 1909, but the site has a history 
that goes back much further. Little Lake was 
named for a small body of fresh water that was an 
important stopover in the 1870s for freighters from 
Los Angeles to and from the Inyo mines, princi
pally Cerro Gordo. In 1873 a post office was es
tablished and named "Lagunita", the Spanish word 
for "little lake". In addition to the way station and 
the traveling population, Lagunita also served those 
few miners still working at Coso, in the mountains 
to the east. This post office was closed in 1876~ 

In 1909 the post office of Little Lake was es
tablished within two days of the establishment of 
Narka post office five miles south; in 1911 Little 
Lake was closed, but in 1913 the Narka post office 
was removed to Little Lake and the Little Lake 
name was resumed. In 1963 it was converted to a 
CPO of Inyokern. 

There was some controversy about the closing 
of the office; the reason given by Inyokern post
master Dianne Thomas was that the electrical wir
ing in the post office building was not up to code, 
but the clerk-in-charge insisted the problem was 
minor and had been corrected. At the time of its 
discontinuance the Little Lake post office served 
only 22 patrons. 

Pagel 
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Astoria Revisited 

In response to last issue's article on the sesqui
centennial of the Astoria, Oregon post office, Floyd 
.Risvold supplies considerable additional informa
tion. 

"In my opinion, Shively left St. Louis by steam
boat, up river to Independence, where he joined 
Bowman's wagon train. There he stopped in the 
post office and picked up [the cover appearing top 
of page 22 of the March issue] and took it to Or
egon. On arrival in Astoria, he applied the for
warding postmark 'Astoria On', added the 'Post
age 50 cts' and sent it to California by the frrst op
portunity- most likely by ship. I can't explain the 
50 cent rate, but it may have been 40 cents over
land from Independence and 10 cents forwarding. 

"This cover is listed and illustrated in the 
American Stampless Cover Catalog Vol. I, page 
298. The editor, James Leonardo, thinks that the 
postmark and rate appear to be in different hands, 
but he has never compared it on the original letter. 
He is wrong in saying that the postmark was ap
plied on September 7th - it was the 2nd when it 
was first reported that Shively had arrived in Or
egon and the 8th that he had arrived at Oregon City 
'the day before.' so it would be several days or more 
before he arrived in Astoria. 

"I consider this cover to be one of the greatest 
transcontinental covers in private hands. In my 
opinion it bears the earliest official postmark of 
OREGON as well as the earliest postmark for the 
Pacific Coast. (I say 'official postmark' to exclude 
an 'Astoria Paid 50 cts' cover of September 16, 
1845, which is a pre-post office cover since the 
post office was not established until1847.)" 

To support this interpretation of Astoria post
master John Shiveley's movements, several sources 
are cited. The St. Louis (Mo.) Republican of April 
9, 1847 has the following: "The papers have an
nounced, that Mr. Shively would be in this city in 
a short time, on his way to Oregon, as the bearer 
of Government despatches, letters for individuals, 
&c ..... " 
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Comments by Floyd Risvold 

That Fall the Oregon City Spectator published 
a letter from W.G. T'Vault under date of Septem
ber2, 1847: 
"George L. Curry, Esq. 

Dear Sir: It would probably be interesting to 
you to know some of the occurances that past [sic] 
after I left you at Messrs. Foster & Barlow's camp 
on the east side of the Cascade Mountains. On the 
28th ult., after Messrs. Foster, Barlow and myself 
had proceeded to within twelve miles of the Dalles, 
we met the advance company of wagons, consist
ing of 16, under the guidance of Capt. Nat Bow
man ..... 

"After the wagons had all fonned in correll we 
learned that Mr. Shively, who has been for some 
time in Washington City, was in company with a 
large quantity of papers and letters for the settlers 
of Oregon. We learned from Mr. Shively that noth
ing further was done for Oregon than the estab
lishment of two Post Offices, one at Oregon City, 
the other at Astoria, and the appropriation for the 
transportation of the Mail via the Isthmus of 
Panama ..... " 

The arrival of Shively caused the Spectator to 
issue an Extra on September 8, 1847 which pro
vided a few more details. The Spectator noted, 
"By the arrival, yesterday evening, of John M. 
Shively, Esq., Deputy Postmaster at Astoria, im
mediately from the States, the subjoined interest
ing documents were placed in our possession, 
which we have the pleasure of spreading before 
our readers this morning in an extra form." 

A letter addressed to Shively from the De
partment of State and dated March 29, 1847 reads 
in part: "Sir- On the eve of your departure for 
Oregon, the president has instructed me to com
municate to you his views in regard to that terri
tory, so that you may make them known to its in
habitants. He deems you a suitable agent for this 
purpose, as you are now an officer of the United 
States, having been commissioned deputy postmas
ter at Astoria ..... " 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
#1170 Richard Malmgren 

4366 Aukai Avenue 
Honolulu HI 96816 

# 1171 Dennis Eastley 
P.O. Box 1369 
Round Mountain NV 89045 
Collects: Western Express - Gold country 
and Nevada 

#1172 Keith Hanner, H.R. Hanner, Inc. 
3 E. 28th Street 
New York NY 10016 
Auctioneer 

# 1173 Frederick R. Mayer 
Captiva Corp. 
1700 Lincoln Street, Suite 4750 
Denver CO 80203 
Collects: Pacific Steam Navigation Co. 

#1174 Ms. Mary Lou Lyon 
879 Lily 
Cupertino CA 95014 
Collects: California History 

#1175 Raleigh E. Multog 
101 Harrison Ferry Road 
McMinnville TN 37110 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors: 

Address Changes 

Dale Forster 
Frank Q . Newton, Jr. 
Edward A. Weinberg 
Oscar Thomas 
Jim Blaine 
Basil C. Pearce 
Howard Mader 
Robert J. Chandler 
Michael J. Rainey 
Bill Tatham 

(only the new address is shown) 
Bruce G. Daniels 
P.O.Box637 
Lincoln MA 01773 

H. Austin Miller 
1592 Union Street, No. 52 
San Francisco CA 94123 

Richard S. Simpson 
2087 S.W. Helmholtz Way 
Redmond OR 97756 

Duane P. Ulrich 
2651 West Broadway 
Tucson AZ 85745 

. WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 

1996 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

INCOME 

1996 Dues 
1997 Dues 
Sales 
Advertising 
Bank Interest 
Donation Book Fund 
Advance payment of dues 
Advance payment of Western Express 
Miscellaneous 
WESTPEX breakfast 

$2,665.00 
4,960.00 

887.50 
297.50 
841.38 

6,168.00 
390.00 
170.00 

10.00 
925.25 

Total $17,314.62 

Printer invoices 
Editor invoices 
Postage 

EXPENSES 

Supplies 
Miscellaneous 
WESTPEX breakfast 

Total 

$6,267.40 
2,216.40 
1,083.06 

597.82 
10.00 

1,038.76 

$11,213.44 
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WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 

PATRON AND SUSTAINING MEMBERS FOR 1997 

Rex J. Bates 
Brad Casoly 
Dale E. Forster 
Fred Gregory 
James Inverarity 
Jim Jacobitz 

PATRON 

J.F. Leutzinger 
William T. McGreer 
MarkMetkin 
William J. Mills 
Carl C. Munck 

SUSTAINING 

Lome L. Allmon Constant R. Johnson 
George Arthur Phil Kay 
Dr. W.W. Bilyeu George Kramer 
James R. Blaine James E. Krome 
Bruce Branson Robert D. Livingston 
Albert F. Chang Steve Love 
Nels Christianson Dr. Dennis J. Lutz 
Bruce Cohen Howard Mader 
Rod Crossley Richard Malmgren 
Richard Curtin Steve Meier 
Dr. Grace E. Devnich Thomas M. Mills 
J. Leonard Diamond Lynn A. Minneman 
John R. Drew Clifford Moss 
Robert M. Ebiner E.F. Mueller 
Peter Frusetta Robert Myerson 
Ms. Bennie Fry Eric A. Nelson 
Lewis Garrett Ray L. Newburn Jr. 
Kenneth S. Greenberg John C. Olson 
A.L. Greene John Palm 

Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Basil C. Pearce 
Russell H. Pearce 
Stanley M. Piller 
Vern Potter 
Schuyler Rumsey 
Henry Spelman, III 
William C. Tatham 
Edward Weinberg 
John H. Williams 

Richard H. Salz 
Daniel Seigle 
Timothy M. Sheehan 
RichardS. Simpson 
Richard E. Small 
Donald T. Smith 
Dr. Jack E. Stucky 
A. Leonard Tetley 
Oscar Thomas 
Maj. Duane P. Ulrich 
Frederick Valentine 
John Vick 
Irwin R. Vogel 
Robert Wale 
James L. Ware 
C.A. Whittlesey 
Richard C. Wilkerson 
Dale Wilson 
Charles W. Winter 

Wm. Dennis Hassler Postal History Foundation David L. Winter 
Jay F. House Michael J. Rainey Kirk S. Wolford 
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WANTED 
Advertisements in WESTERN EXPRESS 

A full-page advertisement in Western Express costs $55.00 
A half-page costs $27.50, and a quarter-page costs $17.50 

WANTED 
COVERS AND EPHENERA 

YAMHILL COUNTY OREGON 
CLASSIC 

STAMPS AND COVERS Amity Dundee Junction Rex 
Bellevue Ekins Roberts 
Bellwood Fairdale (Before 1910) 
Brei dwell Gopher St. Joseph 
Dyersville Hopewell Sheridan 
Carlton Layfayette Springbrook 
Charleston Larch Ti/lamookgate 
Chase Manila Wapato 
Chehalem JdcMinnville West Chehalem 
Chesterbrook Mount Hood Wheatland 
Cove Orchard (Before 1870) 1-J.-hiles 
Crmtford }.fountain House 1Vhiteson 
Dayton Muddy Willamina 
Dewey Newberg Yamhill 
Dundee North Yamhill Yamhill Falls 

Please S'end Priced Photocopies or Descriptions to: 

JOHN W. WHITE 
780 XW Wallula Avenue 

Gresham Oregon 97030-5-15-1 
(503) 665-5376 jwhiteri!Joreclnet.org 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

[ 4151 465-8290 

Show WESTERN EXPRESS to a friend. 
Encourage others to join our Society! 
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EARLY EXPRESSES IN SHASTA, TRINITY AND 
SISKIYOU COUNTIES 

by Robert D. Livingston 

Conditions in the far northern gold mining 
region of California differed greatly from the 
situation that existed in the Northern and South
ern Mines of the Sierra Nevada. The amount of 
gold recovered along the Scott, Salmon, Klamath 
and Trinity Rivers was considerably less. Settle
ments were more scattered and fewer permanent 
communities resulted. The terrain was more 
rugged and the weather more treacherous. 

Consequently, these conditions largely influ
enced the development of express service. A 
greater number of small expresses appeared in 
Shasta, Trinity and Siskiyou Counties. These in
dependent expresses proliferated throughout the 
1850s as feeder lines; many survived into the 
1860s, and even then new ones sprang up. 

On January 3, 1855, James Mason Hutchings 
recorded in his diary that "these expressmen are 
the most useful of men in California, for neither 
weather, time, nor money is a consideration" to 
their "scrupulous exactness" in bringing news. 
What convinced him of their value? He awoke 
that morning to a land covered with snow and 
learned that William Lowden, riding for Cram, 
Rogers & Co., had arrived in Weaverville at 
11 :40 p.m., beating the competing Rhodes & 
Lusk. With the weather "blowing, snowing and 
freezing," the winners had raced 185 miles from 
Marysville in only 14 hours. Expressman 
Lowden was so cold, Hutchings said, he had to 
be lifted from his mule, and "rubbed by a hot 
fire for 15 hours before he could move any mem
ber than his tongue." [courtesy of Peter Palmquist, 
who is editing Hutching's 1855 diary at the Library of 
Congress for the Book Club of California.] 

The Shasta Courier of January 6 added that 
the President's message to Congress traveled the 
370 snowy miles from San Francisco to 
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Weaverville in 31 hours and 40 minutes. "If any 
Expressman, in any other portion of the State, 
has beat this time, we would like to know it." 

After brief references to early express ser
vice in the area, this article discusses the larger 
express firms that connected the independents 
with Sacramento and San Francisco. Shasta was 
the first connecting point with stagecoaches run
ning below to Marysville, and pack mules and 
riders going above into the mining areas. Then 
Weaverville and Yreka became transportation 
centers. The regional expresses, which operated 
in one or more counties, appear in the county 
containing the headquarters, followed by their 
feeder lines. 

With many feeder expresses serving such a 
sparse population in a remote area, good covers 
are scarce. This rarity has drawn the attention 
of forgers. One of the earliest was Georges 
Carion, a San Francisco stamp dealer operating 
in the mid-1890s. He obtained the incoming 
Gold Rush correspondence of San Francisco 
merchant Abram Tandler & Co. and decided to 
make good covers better. In the Edward S. 
Knapp sale on May 7, 1941, Lot 1900, "A group 
of forged handsamps on various covers," the 
description stated: "These covers .... are so ex
ceedingly well done that they have deceived al
most every student, except those thoroughly fa
miliar with the characteristics. The majority of 
forgeries of this class are found on envelopes 
with genuine Wells Fargo markings, either 
printed franks or handstamped. Additional 
handstamps of other companies have been ap
plied, making the cover appear as if it were an 
extremely scarce conjunctive use." However, 
Carlon's lack of geographical orientation pro
duced some peculiar routings. He also report-
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edly had the 1857-60 corre
spondence of bankers Ralph 
S. Fretz and William C. 
Ralston, but experts have 
concentrated on exposing 
the Tandlers. 

Using the Knapp sale as 
a basis, Carion specialized 
in the northern expresses 
discussed in this article. 
Those in Knapp Lot 1900 
included: Greathouse and 
Slicer, Yreka; F.W. Blake, 
Weaverville; Cram, Rogers 
& Co., Weaverville; Rhodes 
& Co., Weaverville; Rhodes 
& Lusk's Express, Rhodes 
& Whitney, Weaverville; 
Rhodes & Whitney, Yreka, 
and others. 

REGIONAL EX
PRESSES: 

THE RACE TO 
SHASTA 

There were no claims to 
being the "pioneer express
man" in the north, as oc
curred in the other gold 
mining regions. A.E. 
Raynes started in Siskiyou 
County as early as the 
spring of 1851, and soon 
joined Cram, Rogers & Co. 
This firm, operating be
tween Shasta, Weaverville, 
Yreka and Jacksonville, 
Oregon, probably began by 
July 1851. It first con
nected with Adams & Co. 
at Sacramento. It will ap
pear later as a regional ex
press. 

A valid claim for pio
neering over a long distance 
could be made for L. W. 

• Yreka 

~·. ) 
"?~ • 

Rwer Weaverville 
• 

Shasta • 

The Northern Mines 
e 1997 Alan H. Patera 
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Taylor, whose route ran from Sacramento to Shasta. An advertise
ment in the Sacramento Union on June 12, 1851 showed TAYLOR'S 
SACRAMENTO and SHASTA SEMI-MONTHLY EXPRESS "leav
ing Sacramento about the 1st and 15th of every month, via Marysville, 
Yuba City, and Hamilton City [Butte County] and intermediate points 
en route for Shasta, connecting at Shasta with branch Express trains 
for all the north and northwestern mines. All business usually done 
by Expressmen will be attended to with promptness and dispatch." It 
promised "particular attention to the forwarding of gold dust to the 
Atlantic States through Messrs. Gregory & Co.'s well known and unri-
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Manuscript TAYLOR'S EXPRESS SHASTAApri/10 appears on1851 cover to Sacramento, where it was 
mailed seven days later to Monroe, Green County, Wisconsin, with SACRAMENTO CITY postmark and 
bold 40 for collect at destination. Courtesy of John Drew. 

valed Express. Also, to obtaining letters for 
miners and others from the San Francisco, Sac
ramento and Marysville Post Offices." It added 
that "letters and packages for Shasta and the 
northwestern mines may be left at Gregory & 
Co.'s Express office in Sacramento." 

Taylor's Express was still advertising in the 
Union as late as March 16, 1852. By then, more 
formidable competition was developing. 

GREGORY'S SACRAMENTO and 
SHASTA SEMI-WEEKLY EXPRESS 
Joseph W. Gregory began covering Taylor's 

route on a more frequent basis. By April 13, 
1852, the Union acknowledged receiving the 
Shasta Courier through Gregory's Express. Four 
days later, Gregory advertised in the Courier his 
extensive service "via Fremont, Colusi, Placer 
city, Monroville, Tehama (Hall's Ranch), Red 

Manuscript TAYLOR'S EXPRESS LEONARDS RANCH APRIL 12, probably carried to Sacramento 
with cover in above illustration, as it has the same SACRAMENTO CITY APR 17 postmark with collect 
40 to Wappingers Falls, Duchess County, New York. Courtesy of John Drew. 
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Bluffs, Cooper's Ranch and Reading's Ranch, en 
route to Shasta; connecting at Shasta with Branch 
Express Lines to Trinity, Salmon and Scott Riv
ers and Butte City." 

He called the attention of "Miners and oth
ers to his unsurpassed facilities for obtaining and 
forwarding letters from the principal Post Offices 
in the State, with the greatest possible dispatch." 
He mentioned having "a large Fire-Proof Safe 
in his office in Shasta [to] receive deposits of 
Gold Dust or other valuable packages at moder
ate rates." 

One of Joseph W. Gregory's problems was 
extending his service over too wide an area with
out providing a capable organization. As a re
sult his semi-weekly express to Shasta did not 
last long, for competition was increasing rapidly. 

ADAMS&CO. 
A mere seven weeks after Gregory's first ad

vertisement, Adams & Co., the largest express 
on the Pacific Coast, headed north. The Sacra
mento Union of June 7, 1852 advised that "a 
branch of the house of Adams & Co. is about 
being established in Shasta. Mr. LN. Briceland, 
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well and favorably known in Sacramento, is to 
conduct the affairs of the house there." The agent 
advertised in the Courier of July 17, 1852 that 
"our daily express is run by way of Hall's, Neal's, 
Hamilton, Marysville, Sacramento city, Benicia 
through to San Francisco." 

Adams & Co. prided itself on excellent mes
sengers, as exemplified in the young Felix Tracy. 
After arriving at San Francisco in September 
1849, he mined near Downieville, became an 
express messenger for Samuel W. Langton, and 
joined Adams in 1852 as a messenger between 
Marysville and Shasta. During the heavy rains 
and flooding of that year, he left Shasta with 
$25,000 in gold. At eleven streams he dis
mounted, secured the treasure and his clothing 
to the saddle and swam to the other side, lead
ing his horse, and reached Sacramento safely. 

Briceland remained as agent at Shasta for less 
than a year. He soon established a "steam flour
ing mill," according to the Courier of June 26, 
1854. Briceland died of a supposed heart prob
lem on April23, 1859 "while engaged in cover
ing some lead pipe in a ditch near his mill." 

His successor was Edward W. "Ned" Tracy, 

An Oregonian in Jacksonville gave this cover to Cram, Rogers & Co. which placed their black handstamp at the 
lower left. The envelope picked up a red Cram handstamp in Yreka, a black Adams & Co. in Shasta, and finally, 
on December 26, 1853, a double oval Adams strike in Sacramento. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank). 
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an individual destined to go far in the express 
business, as was his brother Felix. The Sacra
mento Journal noted on April 9, 1853 that "E. 
W. Tracy, late agent for Adams & Co. in this 
city, takes his departure today for Shasta City, 
where he is in charge of the business of this well 
known reputable firm." In announcing 
Briceland's retirement, the Courier of Aprill6, 
1853 reported that Sacramento newspapers had 
spoken of Tracy "in the most flattering terms, 
cordially commending him to the esteem and 
friendship of the people of this portion of the 
State." 

Ned Tracy immediately became popular in 
his new location. Just two months after his ar
rival, the Courier described the conflagration 
that engulfed the entire city in flames. It com
mented that "in one hour, the flag of Adams & 
Co.'s Express was waving over the burnt dis
trict, and their enterprising Agent Tracy, was 
ready to meet the wants of his numerous 
friends." 

On September 17, 1853, the Courier re
printed an article from the Alta praising Adams 
& Co. for its speedy reporting on results of a 
recent election "merely for the accommodation 
of the press and the public by having the whole 
State literally belted with lines of fleet horses 
and expert riders, standing in readiness to ex
press the returns from every point." The article 
continued: "Adams & Co. have employed in 
their public spirited enterprise some five hun
dred horses and about one man to each five 
horses. For each man and horses ridden by him, . 
they must have paid at least one hundred dol
lars, making about fifty thousand dollars ex
pended by this house for the single purpose of 
furnishing the returns of this election to the pub
lic." Adams & Co. needed this spectacle to off
set the growing competitiveness of Wells, Fargo 
&Co. 

Reflecting Shasta's growing importance, a 
Courier article on May 10, 1854 related that 
Adams & Co. had shipped $302,354 from that 
office during April. On May 27, Tracy informed 
the Courier that his shipment the previous week 
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amounted to $78,300. Commented the newspa
per: "When it is recollected that there is another 
bank and express house (Rhodes & Co.) in this 
place that does a large business, and that many 
merchants and traders carry their own dust, it 
will be seen at once that there is but little dan
ger of the immediate exhausting of our mines. 
Certain croakers will please observe." 

The agent delighted in displaying his own 
horsemanship by meeting stages prior to their 
arrival in Shasta. An article in the Courier of 
July 1, 1854 told of "Ned Tracy galloping up to 
our office with a bundle of the latest San Fran
cisco and Sacramento papers marked 'A & Co.' 
about fifteen minutes ahead of Rhodes & Co. 
We suppose the starting point was some ten or 
twelve miles down the Valley." 

In spite of the failure of Adams & Co. in Feb
ruary 1855, Tracy received praise for his han
dling of the disaster locally. The Weaverville 
Trinity Times on March 5, 1855 told its readers: 
"We learn that a run was made on Adams & Co. 
in Shasta on Saturday last (February 24). Mr. 
Tracy, the Agent at that place, paid out every 
dollar of treasure and was finally obliged to 
close." The newspaper then printed a compli
ment received from a correspondent: "The ex
citement in town has been tremendous. Tracy 
paid out every cent of treasure on hand. If God 
ever made an honest and noble gentleman, E.W. 
Tracy is the man." 

The editor of the Trinity Times , Edwin A. 
Rowe, himself an expressman with ties to 
Adams, found it difficult to accept the failure. 
An editorial on March 3, 1855 deplored "the in
formation that the house which so long possessed 
the entire confidence of the world, and whose 
name has been synonymous with stability, 
wealth and integrity, would not be able to pay to 
the last farthing the money entrusted to its care." 

PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY 
The collapse of Adams & Co. provided an 

opportunity for its employees to form a new ex
press company. E.G. Noyes, formerly agent for 
Adams & Co. at Placerville and Stockton, be-
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Frank of CRAM, ROGERS & CO. applied at Weaverville; it would have connected with PACIFIC EX
PRESS CO. at Shasta, but handstamp shows Sacramento, where it was forwarded to San Francisco. A 3 t 
U.S. postage stamp became mandatory beginning on April], 1855, but this stamp is not tied, while Cram, 
Rogers & Co. ceased operations on March 27. (Knapp sale# 1674. Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 

came president. His wife was the sister ofE.W., come a member of the Board of Trustees. 
Felix and Theodore Tracy, as disclosed in an ar- At the time of Adams & Co.'s demise, Felix 
ticle concerning Noyes' death at the age of 33 Tracy was in Salt Lake City to establish an 
which appeared in the Shasta Republican on agency, as described in the April 1983 issue of 
April 26, 1856. Western Express. He returned to Shasta at an 

One week before the announcement of the appropriate time, for the Courier of July 14, 1855 
firm appeared in the Courier on March 10, 1855, advised its readers that "this gentleman, well 
E.W. Tracy & Co.'s Express advertised that it known in the community as an experienced and 
had on February 28 commenced an express busi- accommodating expressman. has taken charge 
ness from Shasta to San Francisco "for the pur- of the Pacific Express office in this place. E.W. 
pose of accommodating the business commu- Tracy, so long head of the house of Adams & 
nity." It stated that the express would be "dis- Co. in Shasta, will go to Sacramento to take 
patched regularly, as heretofore, in charge of charge of the Pacific Express Co.'s business in 
careful messengers and under the direct man- that city." Shasta was certainly a hub. In the 
agement ofE.W. Tracy.'' It concluded: "We have same publication one week later, Felix Tracy 
no security to offer except business capacity, and advised that "By Bras tow & Horsley we send 
for that refer to the annexed card signed by the our Express daily to Yreka, Scott's Bar & Or
business men of Shasta. II The twenty-five sign- egon. By E. Rowe & Co. we send an express to 
ers recommended "E. W. TRACY as a person in Weaverville, Big Bar and Canon Creek. II 
whose honesty, integrity and business capacity Eighteen months later, the fortunes of Pacific 
the utmost confidence can be placed." Express resided on the same "E. Rowe. II In De-

On March 10, the Courier reported that E.W. cember 1856, president R.G. Noyes retired due 
Tracy & Co.'s Express had merged into Pacific to illness, and Edwin A. Rowe, the former ex
Express Company. A week later, the newspaper press agent for Cram, Rogers & Co. at 
advised that Tracy would remain in Shasta as Weaverville, succeeded him. Rowe was editor 
the agent and resident partner, for he had be- of the Trinity Times during its short existence 

Page 11 



Western Express 

(December 1854 to September 1855); he addi
tionally represented Trinity County as a Whig 
in the Sixth Session of the Assembly, from Janu
ary 1 to May 5, 1855. In welcoming him home 
to Weaverville, an editorial in the Times of June 
24 -- which he may have written -- concluded: 
"A large number of the citizens, accompanied 
by a band of music, waited upon the honorable 
gentleman, to testify their respect for him as an 
able representative and their high appreciation 
of him as a gentleman." 

Appearances were deceiving. Rowe's ap
pointment in 1856 as confidential clerk to his 
friend, State Treasurer Henry Bates, and then his 
assumption to the presidency of Pacific Express, 
gave him an opportunity to dip into the public 
till. Rowe could not resist temptation. The re
sulting scandal caused his imprisonment and the 
failure of Pacific Express. 

In January 1857, when State Treasurer Bates 
became aware that a committee of the Legisla
ture was prepared to count his cash, he looked 
for cover. There was $246,000 less in the trea
sury than the books showed the state had re
ceived in taxes. Bates claimed to have paid part 
of the missing money to Rowe. Rowe professed 
to have received $124,000 on behalf of the Pa
cific Express Company, and signed a bond to 
pay the state's coupons that summer. The Leg
islature impeached Bates on charges of manipu
lating public funds, and charged Rowe with fail
ure to account for the funds entrusted to him. 

Commented the Courier on Aprilll , 1857: 
"This failure (in early April) has created no great 
surprise in the minds of the public, as such a 
result has been anticipated since the Express 
became identified, through its President, E.A. 
Rowe, with the late investigation of the affairs 
of the State Treasurer. In this place, the affairs 
of the company have been so conducted that no 
losses have occurred, with but one exception, 
and in that instance dust had been deposited for 
conveyance to the Mint and had gone beyond 
the reach of the Agent here. As soon as the in
telligence of the failure reached this place, the 
Agent, FELIX TRACY, Esq., transferred the 
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Photograph of SAMUEL KNIGHT, first agent for Wells, 
Fargo & Co. at Shasta. Later he became superintendent 
of the firm's Express Department. (Wells Fargo Archives) 

business of the office to Wells, Fargo & Co. and 
took such measures as secured depositors from 
damage." 

With the realization that John M. Rhodes, 
along with two others, had signed a bond for 
$100,000 for Bates, a run began on the Sacra
mento City Bank, resulting in its closure on Feb
ruary 12, 1857. In Gold Rush Banker, Dwight 
L. Clarke quotes William Tecumseh Sherman, 
manager of Lucas, Turner & Co. in San Fran
cisco, as stating that John M. Rhodes had gone 
on Bates' bond "to secure his brother (James M. 
Rhodes) the post of bookkeeper." (page 286) 

WELLS, FARGO & CO. 
After opening in San Francisco and Sacra

mento in July 1852, Wells, Fargo & Co. ex
panded rapidly in Nevada, Placer and ElDorado 
Counties. Its northern-most point, however, was 
Marysville. Wells Fargo relied on Rhodes & 
Lusk for connections in California's northern 
counties. The failure of Adams & Co. in Febru
ary 1855 and the emergence of the unproven 
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Pacific Express Company gave Wells Fargo the 
opportunity for a deliberate and enduring expan
sion. 

Actually, customers requested Wells Fargo's 
presence. A petition from merchants and other 
men of prominence in Shasta dated May 25, 1855 
asked Wells Fargo to establish an office. Three 
months later, the Courier of August 26, 1855 
reported that "Wells, Fargo & Co. are about es
tablishing a branch of their very popular house 
in this place." Pleased, the editor recounted that 
during February's "financial explosion," the 
company "stood the tremendous shock without 
exhibiting the least quivering." The choice of 
agent assured success. "Samuel Knight is to be 
the resident agent," the Courier stated, and edi
tor Samuel H. Dosh pronounced Knight to be "a 
good, clever gentleman." The accompanying 
advertisement stated an express would leave the 
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office every morning for Marysville, Sacramento 
and San Francisco. 

For this important office, Wells Fargo se
lected a highly capable individual. Samuel 
Knight, born in Massachusetts in 1820, reached 
California in 1851 and settled in Stockton. He 
represented San Joaquin County in the Fourth 
Session of the California State Legislature from 
January 3 to May 19, 1853. He was unsuccess
ful later that year in a bid for State Treasurer on 
the Whig ticket. He spent a short time in Sacra
mento as part owner of the prominent Orleans 
Hotel. In June of 1855, he joined pioneer Peter 
Lassen prospecting for gold in Indian Valley, but 
the two had differences and separated. A short 
time later, Wells Fargo appointed Samuel Knight 
its first agent at Shasta. 

A.B. Brown, an employee in the office, suc
ceeded him, according to an advertisement dated 

WELtS, FARGO & ·co.'S EXPRESS. 

J,~ na. eu.ent ta ILe lla~le b.c!faiLd O.Jll'.Bl.OJLle aa ILrRin l'r'.reifdrtl. ....fl,:'!.j'u.J'Ihcl'- n!JI'r'..l!d, 
and L& j~t af tlte Callllldel'ah.an of! tlus. calz.f.fflct, liLa/: lltJ'tdl.-;, .8fru'!JO. & #?o. a.r.~ not to. ILe 
N!sf.tan.s.ild.e e=fd a&. fai'ulfll"{era,, ILOJ' f;.w an.!J. Las.& OJ' damn..!J.l! al'-i.~i'l.!J· irom. tlw dtUI!]d·'l. of 
ra.ilJ'ao.d, a.cean OJ' I'Lu.el'- llfUll!Jaitan, f.'u'e1 &c., wrles.s. s.jtl!CL'a.ll.!J. titSJUicd. U!.f t hem, allll sa· 
ajucified in tlua Bleceijd. 

1-----------------------) 

WELLS, FARGO & CO. receipt dated December 8, 1862/or package sent by military in Sacramento for 
delivery "to Connecting Ex" for shipmem to Douglas City, seven miles south of Weaverville. Signed by 
Homer King, who became treasurer ofWells, Fargo & Co. and later president of Wells Fargo Bank. (Wells 
Fargo Archives) 
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March 1, 1856 in the Shasta Republican. Knight 
received various promotions, becoming super
intendent of Wells Fargo's Express and Banking 
Departments. While in this position, he lost his 
life along with several other employees in a ni
troglycerine explosion in San Francisco in 1866. 

In April 1857, when Felix Tracy transferred 
the business of the Pacific Express to Wells 
Fargo, he came along too, as an assistant agent 
to A.B. Brown. Meantime, with the collapse of 
the rival express, E.W. "Ned" Tracy became 
Wells Fargo's agent in Placerville; and then on 
March 6, 1858, the Placerville Mountain Demo
crat announced his appointment as Traveling 
Agent. The two Tracy brothers came together 
briefly in the summer. Ned arrived in Shasta to 
notify Brown of his promotion to the larger 
Marysville office, while the Courier of August 
7, 1858 reported that Felix Tracy was the new 
agent. He served Shasta well for ten years until 
his promotion as agent at Sacramento in March 
1868. (See Robert D. Livingston, "The Three 
Tracy Brothers," Western Express, October 
1973, and "Felix Tracy: Sacramento's Veteran 
Expressman," Golden Notes, Spring 1995.) 

On becoming agent on August 1, 1858, Tracy 
appointed Elbert Adrian Brinckerhoff as his as
sistant. Brinckerhoff, formerly cashier and 
bookkeeper for wholesale grocer J.G. Doll & 
Co., recalled that after six months of shoving 
merchandise into a warehouse, attempting to 
order conflicting and incomplete accounts, and 
estimating the value of gold dust and nuggets 
with defective scales, "I gladly welcomed an 
offer from Wells Fargo & Co. to take the post of 
Cashier in the Shasta office at $150 per month. 
The office was in the prinicpal part of the town, 
a two-story brick building, imposing front and 
great signs illuminating it advising of business 
with all the world." 

Brinckerhoff soon found that working for 
Wells Fargo was not a sinecure. "The mental 
strain had to be balanced by healthy exercise," 
he continued, "as dangers were constantly hid
den during this year. [At] no moment of time 
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was my hand at an arm's length from pistol and 
knife. In the winter storms it often became nec
essary from delay of messengers to run a mule 
route myself, the General Agent taking charge 
of the office detail during my absence." 

Off the road and back in the office, Brincker
hoff reminisced, "My manner of living had now 
changed owing to the necessity of guarding the 
safe. Our vaults were most secure --large built
in and entered through three doors, all combi
nation locks, 1 to 300 m. [thousand] in bullion 
often being behind those doors and the combi
nation in my possession. My sleeping room was 
adjoining this safe and of plainest kind" -- and 
his sleep was curtailed. A watchman called in 
at 4 a.m. to deliver the express treasure to the 
early morning stage and again at 6 a.m. After a 
horse-back ride "over some wild region" and 
then breakfast, he was "then ready with smiling 
face for the miners' calls to trade their gold dust 
for coin or drafts." After a year, however, 
Brinckerhoff "longed for a sight of salt water" 
and disappeared. 

As settlement occurred in this tri-county 
area, Wells Fargo appointed its own representa
tives rather than relying on local expresses. 
More detail will appear in later sections, but 
briefly, in Weaverville, Rhodes & Co., F.W. 
Blake & Co. and Greenhood & Newbauer rep
resented Wells Fargo until 1868. Farther north, 
Greathouse & Slicer had a Wells Fargo agency 
in Yreka in 1855, but in 1858 the San Francisco 
firm opened its own office. Although a late
comer to Shasta, Trinity and Siskiyou Counties, 
Wells Fargo provided dependable and long-time 
service to its citizens. 

ALTA EXPRESS COMPANY 
In the Adams & Co. genealogy, the succes

sor to Pacific Express Company appeared in 
mid-July, 1857 with the formation of Alta Ex
press Company. S.R. Merrill, its agent in Shasta, 
advertised in the Courier on May 22, 1858, that 
the Alta connected in San Francisco with Free
man & Co.'s Atlantic and European Express. 
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1852 view of Shasta. Note banner of ADAMS & CO. atop the express office. 

One week later, the Trinity Journal noted that 
Alta had established an office with Greenhood 
& Newbauer in Weaverville. 

Unable to compete against Wells, Fargo & 
Co., Alta Express Company closed its doors in 
November 1858. 

FREEMAN & CO. 
Previous articles in Western Express have de

scribed John M. Freeman's efforts to return to 
interior expressing in California. After selling 
his original express company to Adams & Co. 
in November 1851 &estern Express, October 
1990), Freeman organized a new firm operating 
between San Francisco and New York. 

The Courier dated April 9, 1859 had "the 
privilege of announcing that Messrs. Freeman 
& Co. have extended their Express business to 
this place and on up to Yreka" as successors to 
Alta Express Co. An advertisement for "Free
man & Co.'s New York and California Express, 

Established 1855, Reorganized 1859" appeared 
in the newspaper three weeks later with F.E. 
Jones as agent. A similar advertisement was in 
the Yreka Union on July 19, naming Henry 
Conroy agent. 

In a matter of months, the Trinity Journal 
(November 5, 1859) revealed that "Freeman & 
Co. have given notice that after November 3d 
they would discontinue their express in the 
northern portion of the State and also their coast 
routes. The business didn't pay." 

Reconciled to the situation, the Courier on 
November 5, 1859 commented: "The whole 
Northern part of the State is again dependent 
upon Wells, Fargo & Co. for Express facilities. 
It is needless to say that this powerful firm is 
fully able to perform all such service needed by 
our citizens. Indeed, the firm of Wells, Fargo & 
Co. has the full confidence of our people and 
cannot be supplanted. 
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SHASTA COUNTY LOCAL EXPRESSES 

Once the major expresses -- Gregory, Adams 
and its progeny, and Wells Fargo -- reached 
Shasta City, they could at first go no farther. 
Local expresses, whose tentacles extended into 
the remote mountain hamlets, monopolized the 
trade, forcing the big expresses to make alli
ances. Within a few years, though, the San Fran
cisco-based firms prospered as the road network 
improved and transportation became more reli
able. Then, Wells Fargo, Pacific, Alta and Free
man used their capital, managerial skills, and 
organizational abilities to extend northward. 

· Shasta, one of California's 27 counties un
der the Act of February 18, 1850, at first included 
the later counties of Modoc, Lassen and 
Siskiyou, as well as parts of the present Plumas 
and Tehama Counties. This was an indication 
of its remoteness, at least to legislators. 

The area participated in the Gold Rush in 
California in spite of the terrain found there that 
was more rugged than that of the Sierra Nevada 
gold fields. The first county seat was at 
Reading's Ranch, but moved to the town of 
Shasta in 1851, and finally to Redding in 1881. 

Pierson Barton Reading, who came west with 
the Chiles-Walker party in 1843, obtained a grant 
of 26,000 acres from Governor Micheltorena 
through friendship with Captain John A. Sutter. 
With the discovery of gold at Sutter's mill in 
Coloma, Reading believed that similar condi
tions existed on his vast properties. In March of 
1848 he found the first gold in Shasta County at . 
the mouth of Clear Creek Canyon, and then lo
cated gold on the Trinity River. In the spring of 
1849, he discovered gold near the present town 
of Shasta, causing a rush to the northern part of 
the state. The following year, Shasta became 
the gateway to the rich treasures to the west 
along the Trinity River. 

Alonzo Delano, Gold Rush humorist, Wells 
Fargo agent, and Grass Valley banker, noted the 
change on March 12, 1850. "On our arrival in 
the [Sacramento] Valley last year," he wrote in 
California Correspondence (p.47), "There were 
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but four ranchos on the road for a distance of 
two hundred miles (from Reading's diggings to 
Sacramento City), and now there are stopping 
places and towns at convenient distances along 
the whole route where the necessities of life can 
be obtained, although at exhorbitant prices." 

By 1851, according to an article in the Au
gust 29, 1851 issue of the Sacramento Union, 
"the immense emigration into [Shasta County] 
for the last six months has placed it among the 
most populous counties in the state. This popu
lation is almost entirely dependent upon [Sacra
mento] for their purchases, and the consequence 
is that a great trade has sprung up between the 
two points." The government certainly found 
enough population to establish a post office at 
Shasta, as Robert W. Crenshaw took office on 
March 9, 1851. 

Its strategic position, as the commercial ship
ping center for the northern counties, made 
Shasta City the logical point for expresses from 
Weaverville, Yreka and Jacksonville, Oregon, to 
connect with the larger companies pushing north 
from Sacramento and San Francisco. Alonzo 
Delano again explained why: "In the neighbor
hood of Shasta, I observed vast quantities of au
riferous quartz," he wrote optimistically, "more 
than can be exhausted in hundreds of years. and 
I also saw many specimens which were brought 
in from Shasta Butte City [Yreka] from Scott 
and Trinity Rivers and their affluents, indeed in 
all directions, north and eastward for a hundred 
miles or more." (p. 141) 

Over two years after similar expresses ap
peared elsewhere in California. the first emerged 
in Shasta County. 

RHODES & LUSK 
The partnership of James M. Rhodes and 

Hiram Lusk first advertised in the Shasta Cou
rier on March 13, 1852 (still running in the ear
liest surviving issue of August 9), and in the 
Sacramento Union on April 17. It announced 
that its express would run "weekly from San 
Francisco to Shasta Butte City [Yreka], touch
ing at intermediate points, thence by Branch 
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Manuscript receipt dated August 24, 1852 at Sacramento office of WELLS, FARGO & CO. (which opened the 
preceding month), issued to RHODES & LUSK'S EXPRESS for three parcels to be delivered to individuals in San 
Francisco. (Wells Fargo Archives) 

Printed receipt dated October 6, 1852 at Sacramento acknowledging delivery of $5.50 by 
RHODES & LUSKfor forwarding to addressee in San Francisco. (Wells Fargo Archives) 
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Express to Oregon via Klamath, Rogue and 
Smith Rivers." 

Perhaps John M. Rhodes, a Sacramento 
banker since June 1850, funded brother James' 
express to acquire a steady supply of gold dust. 
Rhodes & Lusk offered "drafts drawn by 
RHODES, PURDY & McNULTY, of the Sacra
mento City Bank" on various cities east of the 
Mississippi. In February 1853, Rhodes bought 
out his partners, and on March 12, 1853, a Cou
rier advertisement clarified that offices in the 
county seats of Shasta, Weaverville and Yreka 
sold "Drafts drawn by John M. Rhodes of the 
Sacramento City Bank." 

The Union's 1852 advertisement listed the 
following "Offices and References: Stearns & 
Green, Shasta Butte City [Yreka]; Branch of 
Sacramento City Bank [J.M. Rhodes], Shasta; 
Wm. Vincent, Colusa House, Colusa; Sacra
mento City Bank, Sacramento; and [bankers] 
Drexel, Sather & Church, San Francisco." An 
advertisement in the Alta California on April30, 
1852, indicated additional coverage weekly 
"from SAN FRANCISCO to WYREKA." 

An important relationship soon developed 
with Wells, Fargo & Co. About six weeks after 
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Wells Fargo opened for business in California, 
an advertisement in the Union advised that 
"RHODES & LUSK'S SHASTA EXPRESS 
leaves the office of Wells, Fargo & Co. Sacra
mento DAILY for Marysville, Colusa, Tehama, 
Shasta, Yreka, Weaverville, Salmon and Kla
math Rivers, Scott River, Rogue River, French 
Gulch, Clear Creek, and One Horse Town, con
necting at Sacramento with Wells, Fargo & Co.'s 
Daily Express to San Francisco and semi
monthly to the Atlantic States and Europe." 

Partner Hiram Lusk seemed to take Iitle in
terest in the business. The Courier of July 9, 
1853, reported his departure for western New 
York state. On October 22, the same newspaper 
was "glad to welcome Hiram Lusk, who arrived 
via Panama with his wife and two children." 
Less than four months later, the junior partner 
was no longer a member of the firm. 

An announcement dated at Shasta on Febru
ary 17, 1854 appeared the next day in the Cou
rier. It stated that "the copartnership heretofore 
existing between the undersigned under the style 
and name of Rhodes & Lusk is this day dissolved 
by mutual consent. James M. Rhodes having 
purchased Hiram Lusk's entire interest, is alone 

SecondofExchangeissuedatShastaonApri/20,185217yJM.Rhodes,agemforRHODES,PURDY &McNUL1Y, 
Sacramento bankers. Johll M. Rhodes was a brother of James M. Rhodes, partner in RHODES & LUSK'S 
EXPRESS. (Courtesy of Mike Little) 
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An obviously forged cover created by the notorious ''philatelic expert" Georges Carion, who purchased the 
Tandler & Co. correspondence. He added handstamps to legitimate handstamps since combinations increased 
the value considerably. His ignorance of California geography often calls attention to forgeries, such as this 
improbable cover indicating RHODES & LUSK connected with WELLS, FARGO & CO. atlowaHill. (Wiltsee 
Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) [See January 1974 issue of Western Express! 

authorized to settle the business of the late firm. Rhodes & Lusk at Shasta, Weaverville, Yreka 
JAMES M. RHODES HIRAM LUSK" and Jacksonville." It is likely that James Rhodes 

JAMES M. RHODES' EXPRESS I 
RHODES & CO.'S EXPRESS 

Until its dissolution on February 17, 1854, 
Rhodes & Lusk had pioneered as a link from San 
Francisco and Sacramento to the northern coun
ties. On that day, James M. Rhodes advertised 
in the Courier that "having purchased the inter
est of Mr. Lusk in this Express, [he] will con
tinue the Banking and Express business" in his 
own name. In addition to his Shasta office, he 
listed as agents: E. Wadsworth, Yreka; W. 
Sherman, Jacksonville; James Glenn, 
Weaverville; Wm. A. Mix, Red Bluffs; and J. W. 
Vincent, Colusa. His office at Sacramento was 
with Wells, Fargo & Co. 

Even before discontinuing advertisements for 
Jas. M. Rhodes' Express, advertisements for 
Rhodes & Co.'s Express began appearing with 
the March 4, 1854 issue. A similar message 
stated the new firm "will continue the Banking 
and Express Business as formerly carried on by 

took in one or more partners, accounting for the 
name change. It is believed that a brother, Wil
liam H. Rhodes, was associated with him in the 
firm. 

According to the Courier of April22, Rhodes 
received a surprise with the arrival of his wife 
and two daughters in San Francisco aboard the 
Golden Gate. The first sight of their new home 
in Shasta must have come as an equal surprise 
to them. 

A new advertisement appeared in the Cou
rier on July 29, 1854 showing "DAILY from 
their office at Shasta, to Marysville, Sacramento 
and San Francisco, connecting with WELLS, 
FARGO & CO," Unfortunately, it does not dis
close the connecting point. Another advertise
ment began in the Courier on September 23, 
1854, advising that "WE SHALL HEREAFTER 
RUN A DAILY EXPRESS to and from 
Marysville in charge of a REGULAR MESSEN
GER." 

An early issue of the Weaverville Trinity 
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SACRAMENTO CITY BANK draft dated November 15,1856. Signed byJohnM. Rhodes, who risked his bank's 
assets to obtain a position for his brother, James M. Rhodes, pioneer expressman, in the State Treasurer's 
office. (Wells Fargo Archives) 

Times (January 6, 1855) contained an advertise- Rhodes & Co.'s new advertisement in the 
ment for Rhodes & Co.'s Express and Banking Courier on March 3, 1855 was more specific in 
House dated December 9 [1854]. The advertise- showing arrangements: "We run a DAILY EX
ment designated F. W. BLAKE, Agent. Blake had PRESS to Marysville, Sacramento, Weaverville, 
been in the area for several years and had gained Yreka, Jacksonville an all parts of the state, 
experience as an expressman. CONNECTING AT SACRAMENTO WITH 
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Another Tandler & Co. cover which took on added value with the addition of the RHODES & 
LUSK'S EXPRESS handstamp to a cover with an existing WEUS, FARGO & CoO. handstamp 
applied at Sacramento. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 
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Printed receipt of RHODES & CO.'S CAllFORNIA and OREGON EXPRESS dated May 7,1855 at Yrekafor 
gold dust to be delivered for credit to sender's account at Shasta. Signed by E. Wadsworth, the Yreka agent who 
later was Wells Fargo agent there. (Wells Fargo Archives) 

WELLS, FARGO & CO." It added: "Our mes- without a newspaper from September 29, 1855 
sengers leave this office every Tuesday and Fri- to the end of the year. Rhodes & Co. probably 
day for Marysville and the south, every Thurs- lost its connection with Wells, Fargo & Co. dur
day for Yreka and the north, and daily to ing this period in favor of Blake. 
Weaverville." Presumably. the messengers car- The Courier gives no clue as to the change 
ried treasure while express matter went by stage- that ocurred in Shasta regarding Rhodes & Co. 
coach. The first available issue of Weaverville's Trinity 

It would be interesting to know what discus- Journal (Vol. 1 no. 4 on January 26, 1856) con
sions might have transpired between Francis W. tains an advertisement for RHODES & 
Blake, agent for Rhodes & Co. at Weaverville, WHITNEY'S EXPRESS and BANKING 
and Samuel Knight, who opened Wells Fargo's HOUSE, without indicating the first names of 
office at Shasta on August 27, 1856. The Trin- the partners. 
ity Times advised its readers on September 1, Meanwhile, James M. Rhodes left the area 
that "our fellow townsman, Mr. F.W. Blake, is to pursue his career in Sacramento. The Union 
about leaving us. For nearly three years he has of January 8, 1856 noted that "James M. Rhodes, 
been the able and efficient Agent at Rhodes & of Wines & Co.'s Express, has commenced the 
Co.'s Express and Banking House at this place." erection of a new brick dwelling on 7th street 
Little did the editor realize that soon Blake would between P and Q streets." G.H. Wines & Co. 
establish his own express company. Blake's re- was a short-lived California and Oregon express 
placement as Rhodes & Co. agent at Weaverville connected with the promoters of the Nicaragua 
was J .E. Church, an established merchant in the route to California. The construction of a new 
community. It is difficult to reconstruct events home indicated that he planned to make his per
for the next three months, for Weaverville was manent residence in the city. 
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Just four days later, on January 12, 1856, the 
Courier carried the story of a new position: "We 
are pleased to see that our former townsman, 
James M. Rhodes, Esq., is appointed clerk in the 
State Treasurer's office. Mr. Rhodes was for 
some time engaged in the banking and Express 
business here, and there is no one who has more 
warm friends than he can boast of wherever he 
is known." 

The embezzlement involving the Pacific Ex
press Company and the impeachment of State 
Treasurer Henry Bates in February 1857 ended 
James M. Rhodes' bookkeeping appointment on 
which his brother, John M. Rhodes, had gambled 
his Sacramento bank and reputation. 

The Courier of November 6, 1858 mentioned 
that James was in Shasta "experimenting upon 
Long's brick building with the famous Childs & 
Co.'s Patent Elastic Fire and Water-Proof Roof
ing." James M. Rhodes never again attained the 
importance of his earlier days in the tri-county 
area, but his contributions to long distance ex
pressing continue to perpetuate his memory. 
Rhodes died in Sacramento on July 17, 1865 at 
the age of 44 years. 

. . ~ ... - . ~ . . .. 
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RHODES & WHITNEY 
In the July 1961 issue of Western Express, 

an article comments with regard to James M. 
Rhodes: "In 1856, Rhodes again went into part
nership with Hiram Lusk, under the name of 
Rhodes & Whitney." The author presents no evi
dence nor an explanation for the difference in 
name. In fact, James M. Rhodes probably was 
in Sacramento at the formation of Wines & Co.'s 
Express and most likely another Rhodes became 
a partner-- Uncle Jesse. 

In the absence of a Weaverville newspaper 
during the formation of a successor express, Dale 
Forster supplies the likely starting date in Qr: 
egon Express Companies in citing an advertise
ment dated September 20, 1855 from the Yreka 
Union: "Rhodes & Whitney's Express connect
ing with G.H. Wines & Co. leaves this office for 
Jacksonville, Crescent City, Scott Bar, Shasta, 
Weaverville, Marysville, Sacramento -- E. 
Wadsworth, Agent." 

The fourth issue of Trinity J oumal (January 
26, 1856) contained an advertisement dated No
vember 21 [1855] for RHODES & WHITNEY'S 
EXPRESS and BANKING HOUSE. It stated 
that "we run a reliable Express to all parts of 

" : .. 

Georges Carion's dismal geographic sense produced the wzlikely combination of RHODES 
& WHITNEY's EXPRESS YREKA connecting with WELLS, FARGO & CO. at Placerville 
for delivery to Tandler & Co. in San Francisco. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 
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California through Messrs. Wines & Co.; also, 
semi-Monthly to all parts of OREGON, ATLAN
TIC STATES, and Europe." By then, F.W. Blake 
& Co.'s Express was connecting with Wells, 
Fargo & Co. and presumably, James M. Rhodes 
was associated with Wines & Co. in Sacramento. 
John Anderson signed the advertisement as 
agent. 

Robbers plagued the new express firm almost 
from the start. The Courier of December 29, 
1855 related that "on the evening of the 20th, a 
most daring attempt to rob Rhodes & Whitney's 
and Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Express Messengers, 
was made by a party of scoundrels on the divide 
between [Shasta] and Whiskey Creek." The 
newspaper mentioned that the messengers car
ried a large amount of gold dust, so "throwing 
themselves upon the sides of their saddles and 
putting spurs to their mules, hurried back down 
the mountain" with the would-be robbers firing 
at them and wounding a Mr. Gibbs of the Trin
ity River ferry. 

The next attempt was far more successful for 
the robbers-- for a short time. The Trinity Jour
nal of March 15, 1856 reported that three days 
earlier, five desperadoes had attacked S.D. 
Brastow and four others just below Gibbs' Ferry, 
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twenty six miles from Weaverville. The loot 
included about $18,000 Brastow was carrying. 
The article stated that $6,000 of the dust on 
Brastow's mule belonged to Rhodes & Whitney's 
Express, the balance was freighted and not in
sured by the Express." Eventually, police cap
tured most of the robbers and part of the stolen 
treasure. Pages 103-105 of the History of 
Siskiyou County (D.J. Stewart & Co., Oakland~ 
1881) describe the incident in great detail. 

According to the Trinity Journal of July 26~ 
1856, Brastow again was the intended victim 
while staying overnight at Gibbs' Ferry. During 
the night, a cook heard prowlers attempting to 
get into Brastow's room, but the four robbers 
escaped when detected. 

Poor financial management, however, hurt 
Rhodes & Whitney more than highwaymen. In 
late 1855, while James Rhodes angled for a po
sition in the state treasury and represented Wines 
& Co.'s Express, and Uncle Jesse went into gold
buying, banking, and expressing, John M. 
Rhodes continued as the express firm's Sacra
mento banker. Funds, however, were not reach
ing him in a timely manner to cover his drafts. 
As reported in Gold Rush Banker (p. 231), Wil
liam Tecumseh Sherman, manager of Lucas, 

A rare cover which originated with RHODES & WHITNEY'S EXPRESS at Yreka which connected with WELLS. 
FARGO & CO .for delivery to LANGTON'S PIONEER EXPRESS at Marysville, who carried it to Downieville. 
Nine cents in U.S. postage indicates overweight. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 
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Turner & Co., wrote on August 18, 1856: "I 
found [John M.] Rhodes loaning too heavy, thus 
checking for money, believing that dust would 
be down in a day or so. I found the evil origi
nated with Rhodes & Whitney upcountry and 
prevailed on Rhodes to break with them." 

Rhodes & Whitney stopped advertising in the 
Trinity Journal after April 5, 1856, but the news

paper continued to acknowledge its courtesies 
until November 1. On that date , JESSE 
RHODES, BANKER, WEAVERVILLE, placed 
an advertisement in the Trinity Times and, in ad
dition, mentioned limited express service. 

JESSE RHODES I 
RHODES & CO.'S EXPRESS 

With the Courier not available during the last 
half of 1856 and all of 1857, the Trinity Journal 
is the basis for believing that Jesse Rhodes' prin
cipal office was in Weaverville. There was also 
an office in Shasta, so it is appropriate to con
clude the Rhodes saga in that county. 

The new firm's first advertisement appeared 
in the San Francisco Bulletin on October 27, 
1856. It read: "RHODES & CO. RESPECT
FULLY ANNOUNCE to the public that they will 
hereafter, at the earnest solicitation of many 
Merchants and Bankers, run a regular SEMI
WEEKLY EXPRESS from San Francisco to Sac
ramento, Marysville, Shasta, Yreka, Tehama, 
Red Bluffs, Weaverville, Scott's Bar, Jackson
ville, and all parts of Trinity, Salmon and Scott 
Rivers. Departure from the Express Office of 
Messrs. G.H. WINES & CO." 

In addition, the advertisement provided the 
company's approach to gain business: "Freight 
and Treasure taken at greatly reduced rates, and 
we guarantee dispatch with everything entrusted 
to our care. We rely upon the generous support 
of the public to keep down combination and 
exhorbitant prices. Due notice will be given 
when we have completed our arrangements for 
extending our Express throughout other parts of 
the country." 

In its first advertisement in the Trinity Jour
nal on November 1, the firm offered "REGU-
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LAR Semi-Weekly Messengers from our office 
in Shasta for Red Bluffs, Tehama, Oroville, 
Marysville, Sacramento and San Francisco. Of
fice in San Francisco with Wines & Co." John 
Anderson's name appeared as agent below the 
title RHODES & CO., a term subsequently 
dropped. 

Prospects for continuance of the firm were 
not favorable. The Shasta Republican on De
cember 13, 1856 reported: "We are informed 
that the financial difficulties which have lately 
threatened this old and well-established house 
have been promptly met and overcome. All 
claims against the house have been paid." 

With James M. Rhodes no longer associated 
with Wines & Co. in Sacramento, Jesse found it 
convenient to switch to Pacific Express Com
pany, according to the Trinity Journal of Febru
ary7,1857. NewheofferedaDAILYEXPRESS 
to all parts of California. 

The Bates defalcation, which brought down 
the Pacific Express Company, also demolished 
the Sacramento City Bank and Rhodes & 
Whitney's Express. To get his brother appointed 
bookkeeper, John M. Rhodes was one of three 
posting a $100,000 bond for the state treasurer, 
and when the Legislature condemned Bates, 
there was a run on Rhodes' bank. Rhodes im
mediately "secure[d] all his private creditors," 
banker Sherman reported on February 15, 1857 
(pp.287 -288), so that he "still enjoys the credit 
of honesty and fair dealing." Yet, Sherman was 
not happy. "Of all our interior correspondents, 
I have always thought best of Rhodes. He was 
so cautious and did his own work. His fatal er
ror was in going on bond of an official and a 
California official at that." Perhaps the Golden 
State developed the future general's well-known 
dislike of politics. 

Sherman then revealed his cause of anxiety 
an an explanation for the Republican's cryptic 
remark in December. "Jesse Rhodes is a banker," 
Sherman said, "who borrowed $18,000 of John 
M. Rhodes for ten months," secured by "mort
gage on four buildings in Shasta, Yreka, 
Weaver[ ville] and Jackson[ ville], Oregon. John 
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M. Rhodes endorsed them to us [Lucas, Turner 
& Co.]" Rhodes & Whitney's banking and ex
press firm disappeared. 

In spite of their later misfortunes, brothers 
James M. and John M. Rhodes and uncle Jesse 
Rhodes played key roles in the development of 
the three northern counties. 

SHASTA FEEDER LINES 
Although Shasta County had a newspaper 

during most of 1852, few copies of the first vol
ume ending March 5, 1853 exist. It is likely 
that some small, independent expresses sprang 
up during this period and disappeared without a 
trace today. New ones took their place and were 
just as transitory. A surviving copy of the Cou
rier dated August 7, 1852 does provide a record 
of one early operation. 

GREAT NORTHERN EXPRESS 
A large advertisement dated May 22, 1852 

at Shasta disclosed that Henkle & Co. had sold 
this express to Cram, Rogers & Co. The pur
chaser advised that it, "having perfected arrange
ments for a permanent Express, will continue 
the business in all its branches" and that the 
Shasta office would move to a new location. 
There was no description of the area served, but 
it represented a significant expansion for Cram, 
Rogers & Co. of Yreka. Wiltsee refers to the 
coverage as Marysville to Shasta and 
Weaverville. 

D.D. HARRILL 
An article in the April 9, 1853 issue of the 

Courier mentioned that "D.O. Harrill intended 
running an express between [Shasta] and Pitt 
River. Persons desirous of having letters taken 
out of the Post Office or any other business trans
acted, can have the same done by calling at this 
office." Drury Dommins Harrill arrived in Cali
fornia in 1849, and by 1854 he was Shasta's post
master. 
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McGEE'S PITT RIVER and 
SHASTA EXPRESS 

Joseph W. McGee advertised in the Courier 
of May 7, 1853 that his express would leave 
Shasta "every Saturday morning, arriving at the 
Pitt River Diggings the ensuing evening. Re
turning, leaves York's trading post on Friday 
morning arriving in Shasta the evening of the 
same day." He offered to attend to "all business 
connected with an Express with promptness and 
to procure letters and papers from the Shasta post 
office." 

CHANDLER EXPRESSES 
Fred B. Chandler began a lengthy career as 

an expressman in Shasta County in 1854. A 
news item in the Courier on April 22 state that 
"Woodard and Chandler run a daily Express be
tween [Shasta] and Horsetown." 

As business expanded, a change in owner
ship occurred. According the the Courier of 
February 26, 1856, H. Chandler and F.B. Chan
dler formed a co-partnership eight days earlier 
at Horsetown "for the transacting of Express 
Business and as dealers in General Merchandise 
under the name of H. Chandler & Co." They 
had made arrangements to forward letters and 
packages from Shasta to any part of California 
through Pacific Express Company. 

The Courier of May 23, 1857 recognized the 
Chandlers' Expresses as "doing a thriving busi
ness" They are running a daily four horse coach 
from Shasta to Horsetown connecting with their 
tri-weekly Express to the Bald Hills country." 
It added that "Fred is a gentlemanly and oblig
ing expressman." 

The same issue carried an advertisement 
which clarified the arrangement. On May 21, 
the BALD HILLS AND HORSETOWN EX
PRESS began running a tri-weekly express from 
Horsetown to Bald Hills by way of Piety Hill, 
Dry Creek, Pomeroy's Ranch and Ball's Store. 
It left Horsetown every Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday at 7 a.m. and returned the same day. 
Signing as proprietors were Chism & Tracy and 
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This photo from the 1870s shows Shasta in decline, but still an important northern Califomia town. 
Courtesy Shasta State Park. 

Chandler & Co. This express connected at 
Horsetown with Chandler & Co.'s HORSE
TOWN AND SHASTA EXPRESS. 

In a reference to the Chandlers on Novem
ber20, 1857, the Shasta Republican claimed that 
"they have reduced the express business to a sci
ence and offer superior accommodations to the 
public." Dated eight days later, advertisements 
in both newspapers advised readers of winter 
arrangements for the Horsetown and Shasta Ex
press via Middletown. H. & F.B. Chandler, pro
prietors. There was no reference to the Bald 
Hills connection. They now listed a Shasta as
sociation with Wells, Fargo & Co. 

The Chandlers decided to dissolve their co
partnership on March 6, 1858, and published the 
notice one week later in the Courier. According 
to the notice, "H. CHANDLER will continue the 
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merchandise business at the old stand while F.B. 
CHANDLER will continue in the Express busi
ness." Apparently it was a friendly dissolution, 
for Fred Chandler's express advertisement in the 
same issue noted that the Horsetown office was 
at H. Chandler's. 

F.B. Chandler remained active in the express 
business in Shasta County for many years. In 
1863, he was operating CHANDLER'S PITTS
BURG EXPRESS. He contributed substantially 
to the development of the area. 

REAN'S EXPRESS 
Although Woodard & Chandler were already 

established on the Shasta to Horsetown route, 
M.V. Rean advertised in the Courier on June 3, 
1854 that he would duplicate the coverage. In 
addition to running a daily express from Shasta 
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to Horsetown, Rean's Express was also "prepared 
to convey passengers at the lowest rates." Ad
vertisements did not continue, so it is doubtful 
that the service lasted long. 

MURRAY & ARMSTRONG'S 
SHASTA and ARBUCKLE EXPRESS 
Two weeks later, Murray and Armstrong ad

vertised in the Courier that "THIS EXPRESS, 
recently established to run between Shasta and 
Arbuckle, by the way of Horsetown and Dry 
Creek, is intended to supply a want long felt by 
the miners of Dry Creek and Arbuckle." Head
quartered in Arbuckle, it would leave there on 
Saturday and return from Shasta on Sunday. 
Evidently with adequate coverage already to 
Horsetown, there wasn't sufficient need to jus
tify an express beyond that point to the Arbuckle 
diggings. 

DOG CREEK EXPRESS 
Mining activity at Dog Creek in 1855 ac

counted for the start-up of another express. The 
Courier of May 19, 1855 contained the follow
ing: "There are more than three or four hundred 
miners on [Dog Creek] at the present time. Our 
reports from there are quite favorable. Many 
claims are yielding well." 

An adjacent article reported: "Charley Uhl 
has established a weekly express from Shasta to 
Dog Creek, for the purpose of carrying letters, 
packages, &c., to the miners of Dog Creek and 
the surrounding localities. This is a thing much 
needed." The need wasn't enough to warrant 
Charley Uhl to maintain the service for long. 

HORSLEY & BRASTOW'S EXPRESS 
By the time Jack Horsley and Solomon D. 

Brastow established their own firm in 1855, they 
were already experienced expressmen. Bras tow 
had arrived in California on April28, 1850. He 
became a messenger for Cram, Rogers & Co. on 
October 1, 1852. Horsley also joined Cram, 
Rogers & Co. at an early date. 

Both men enhanced their reputation in dar
ing races with messengers of rival expresses. 
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The description of two races in the May 14, 1853 
Courier is worthy of reprinting in full: 

"The Expresses of Cram, Rogers & 
Co. and Rhodes & Lusk, running from 
this place to Yreka and Weaverville, have 
been doing some of the speediest travel
ing during the past week we will venture 
to say -- the very mountainous character 
of the trails being taken into consider
ation -- that has been made in Califor
nia. 

On last Saturday morning, at the hour 
of 2 o'clock 50 minutes, J.A. Parker, 
Rhodes & Lusk's, and S.D. Brastow, 
Cram, Rogers & Co.'s Express Messen
gers, left our office with the Courier for 
Weaverville. At 6 o'clock 45 minutes Mr. 
P. arrived at their office at that place some 
hour and a quarter ahead of Mr. B. -
making the trip, a distance of 40 miles, 
over tremendous mountains, in 3 hours 
55 minutes. Mr. Brastow returned to this 
place by the middle of the following af
ternoon, and on Sunday made the trip 
again, with late Atlantic papers, in the 
unprecedented time of 3 hours and 45 
minutes. 

Precisely at half past 2 o'clock of the 
same morning, Jack Horsley, Cram 
Rogers & Co.'s, and E. F. Terry, Rhodes 
& Lusk's Express Messengers, started 
from our door with the Courier for 
Yreka. At 4 o'clock 55 minutes of the 
same evening, Mr. H. rode up to their 
office in Yreka, 45 minutes in advance 
of Mr. T., who arrived at 5 o'clock 40 
minutes, making the trip of 120 miles 
over mountains in the remarkable time 
of 13-1/4 hours, or averaging more than 
nine miles per hour. We think that these 
four riders will do to brag on. Certainly 
we have never heard of any Expressmen 
making better time in the State." 
After Pacific Express Company absorbed 

Cram, Rogers & Co. in March 1855, Horsley and 
Brastow felt that their experience and reputa-
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tions justified forming a new express to run be
tween Shasta and Yreka. 

Due to incomplete files of area newspapers, 
the first advertisement located for the firm was 
in the Yreka Weekly Union ofNovember24, but 
which carries the date May 19, 1855. It showed 
that Horsely & Brastow's Express would run 
"daily from Shasta to Yreka, Scott Bar, Dead
wood, Jacksonville and all the mining localities 
of the North." The advertisement took on a per
sonal note with the following message: "They 
are on their own hook and from their long expe
rience in this business and long acquaintance 
with the business community, they hope to merit 
a liberal patronage." 

It added that their "office in Yreka, for the 
present, at Cram, Rogers & Co.'s old office [and] 
in Shasta at the Pacific Express Company's of
fice." On September 29, 1855, the Yreka Union 
printed a notice dated September 1, 1855 to the 
effect that "HORSLEY & BRASTOW have re
moved their Express office into the building 
adjoining the post office." 

Without giving any reason, Horsley and 
Brastow terminated their express after less than 
a year. They were still operating in February 
1856, for the Trinity Journal of the 16th reprinted 
an article from the Courier stating that it had 

I . 
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learned "from Mr. Bras tow, of the Express firm 
of Horsley & Brastow, that on Sturday last, Elias 
Graham shot John Maples." 

Yet, four weeks later, on March 15, the Trin
ity Journal reported the robbery of Brastow 
while employed as a messenger by Rhodes & 
Whitney. Again, on July 26, 1856, the Trinity 
Journal told of an attempted robbery of Bras tow, 
"messenger of Rhodes & Whitney on the Yreka 
trail." 

As Horsley disappears from the historical 
record, perhaps he left the firm, and Brastow 
joined the competition. 

On November 1, 1857, Brastow began a long 
and distinguished career with Wells, Fargo & Co. 
In 1892 he held the position of Superintendent 
Western Division, Pacific Department, embrac
ing Norhtern California, Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, Utah and Nevada. 

SALMON RIVER EXPRESS 
As early as May 17, 1856, the Republican 

was thanking J.P. Ritner of the Salmon Express 
for favors, and they did so again on November 
15. An advertisement of Pacific Express Com
pany in the October 20 issue mentioned that 'By 
J.P. RITNER we send an Express to all the prin
cipal places on Salmon and Klamath Rivers." 
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Cover picked up by RITNER's SALMON RIVER EXPRESS and mailed at the Shasta post 
office to Steuben County, New York. The faint marking has been darkened as much as 
possible. (Courtesy of John Drew) 
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Cover docketed 1853 sent by RITNER's SAlMON RIVER EXPRESS, which mailed it at 
Shasta for a destination in Germany. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 

The same newspaper on January 3, 1857 press matter forty miles traveling upon snow
commented on the difficulty of serving his route: shoes; and this is the only communication which 
"Mr. Ritner, of the Salmon River Express, in- we now have with the people on the Salmon. 
forms us that large quantities of snow have fallen He makes the trip every two weeks, leaving 
on the route which he travels. The snow on Shasta on the arrival of each Atlantic Mail." It 
Salmon Mountain was twelve feet deep. No trail is likely that the Salmon River Express did not 
is open and Mr. R. was obliged to pack his ex- survive the winter. 
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Cover mailed from St. Louis, Missouri on July 16, 1856 by a sender who phonetically ren
dered "Shasta" to "Chester"-- but RHODES & WHITNEY'S EXPRESS promptly delivered 
it. (Courtesy of John Drew) 
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BALD HILLS EXPRESS 
In the Republican of January 10, 1857, S.D. 

Johns advertised that he had purchased the en
tire interest of this route, but does not indicate 
the seller. He proposed running the SHASTA & 
BALD HILLS EXPRESS, leaving Shasta every 
Saturday morning and on the arrival of each At
lantic Mail for TEXAS SPRINGS, MIDDLE
TOWN, HORSETOWN, PIETY HILL, PRAI
RIE DIGGINGS, BALD HILLS, WATSON'S 
GULCH, DUNCAN'S and ARBUCKLE." Con
nections were at Shasta with Pacific Express 
Company and later with Wells, Fargo & Co. and 
at Horsetown with Chandler & Co. Faced with 
strong competition on this route, it is doubtful 
that Johns lasted through the year. 

BUCKEYE EXPRESS 
Wescott & Bartlett advertised in the Repub

lican on November 7, 1857 that they would run 
"a daily express for passengers and small par-
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eels between SHASTA and BUCKEYE, leav
ing Buckeye at 7 o'clock A.M. and the Empire 
Hotel, Shasta, at 3 o'clock P.M." They offered 
to attend promptly to "all business usually done 
by Express Companies." This was the only ref
erence found regarding this short-time express. 

BROWN'S EXPRESS 
W.C. Brown, of Horsetown, gave notice in 

the February 6, 1858 issue of the Courier that 
he would "run a weekly express from Shasta, 
via Horsetown, Cottonwood and Roaring River, 
to Watson's Gulch every Saturday morning." He 
referred to A.B. Brown, Wells Fargo agent at 
Shasta and Chandler & Co. at Horsetown. This 
small express did not last long either. 

The feeder lines served their purpose during 
the 1850s, but Wells Fargo and the Post Office 
were now adequately covering most of the area. 
A few independents continued in the 1860s. 

To be continued 
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The "Newlands Find" of Nevada Revenue-Stamped Documents 
John P. Jones, Alvinza Hayward, the Crown Point Conspiracy and its Aftermath 

by Michael Mahler 

One of the great charms of Western stamped 
documents of the Civil War era, as opposed to those 
from other regions, is their heightened historical 
significance. During the decade of federal stamp 
taxes, 1862-72, most of the East, South and Mid
west had long been settled, but the Western Terri
tories and States were just springing into existence: 
in 1862 the Territories of Idaho, Montana, Wyo
ming and Arizona did not exist, and Colorado, 
Dakota and Nevada Territories had been created 
just the year before; only California and Oregon 
had achieved statehood. For a randomly selected 
stamped document from, say, New York in 1865, 
there is probably no more than one chance in a 
thousand that the persons, places, or events de
scribed can be found in any historical account In 
contrast, a given document dated the same year 
from virtually anywhere in the West - the more 
established parts of California being an exception 
- has, in my experience, closer to one chance in 
ten to have some historical import. Even if the 
persons and events it describes are not readily trace
able, it may well be one of only a handful of docu
ments extant from its place of origin. 

Perhaps the best illustration of the historical 
appeal of Western documents is provided by those 
from Nevada. There are several broad reasons why 
this should be so. In the first place, silver mining 
in Nevada was one of the defining events of the 
West in the 1860s and 1870s. The Comstock Lode 
yielded some $300,000,000 in silver and gold dur
ing these decades, and its nerve center, Virginia 
City, was second only to San Francisco among 
Western cities. 

Second, the development of the Comstock and 
the opening up of the interior of Nevada took place 
precisely during the period of federal stamp taxes. 
The riches of the Comstock inspired explorations 
throughout the vast and desolate state, and new 
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towns and counties were created as more rich 
strikes were made. This continued a process be
gun even before the organization of Nevada Terri
tory. Its original eight counties included Esmeralda 
in the south, formed in response to a mining rush 
in 1860-61 centering onAurora; and vast Humboldt 
County in the north had been penetrated by a rush 
to the region around Unionville, Star City and 
Humboldt City. Then Lander County was created 
in December 1862 as a result of a mining rush to 
the Reese River district, and subsequently Nye, 
Lincoln and White Pine counties sprang into ex
istence in 1864, 1866 and 1869 after rushes to the 
regions around lone, Pahranagat and Hamilton. 
The railroad town of Elko grew into a bustling sup
ply center for the new mining regions, and in re
sponse Elko County was also created in 1869. 
Eurekea County would follow in 1873. Moreover, 
to the delight of future fiscal historians, documents 
from this pioneer period are likely to bear not only 
U.S. stamps, but also those of Nevada; the infant 
state had itself enacted a broad range of documen
tary stamp taxes in 1865, effective until early 1873, 
with state stamps in nine denominations from 2¢ 
to $20. 

Finally, the early history of Nevada has been 
more thoroughly chronicled than that of any other 
part of the West, with the exception of California. 
A long list of classic works includes the Reports 
on the Mineral Resources of the States and Terri
tories West of the Rocky Mountains, by J. Ross 
Browne ( 1867, 1868) and Rossiter Raymond (1869-
75), William Wright's The Big Bonanza (1876), 
Thompson and West's History of Nevada (1881), 
Eliot Lord's Comstock Mining and Miners (1883), 
and Hubert Howe Bancroft's History of Nevada. 
Colorado. and Wyoming. 1540-1888 (1890). These 
have been wonderfully complemented by modern 
works, among which George Lyman's The Saga 
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of the Comstock Lode (1934) and Ralston's Ring 
(1937), Grant Smith's The History of the Comstock 
Lode. 1850-1920 (1943) and Stanley Paher's Ne
vada Ghost Towns and Mining Camps (1970) are 
invaluable. For all these reasons Nevada stamped 
documents are a historian's delight. 

Even so, most surviving pieces necessarily 
record life's small details. For example, checks 
have survived from the accounts of numerous 
prominent Virginia City mines and mills, yet the 
payments they record are almost invariably to per
sons now completely obscure, for small amounts. 
A fair number of mining deeds have survived from 
regions of rich strikes, but not for the famous pro
ducing mines; rather for a remnant of the thou
sands of claims that blanketed these regions, most 
of which never produced any ore, let alone a profit. 
Similarly, a few dozen stamped deeds for town 
properties have survived, many quite significant 
by virtue of the towns the describe, which have 
long ceased to exist; yet for the most part the per
sons and properties named in these deeds have left 
no trace in any historical accounts. This is not at 
all to disparage the general run of surviving Ne
vada stamped documents, each of which in its own 
way is a treasure. One yearns, though, to see pieces 
describing the great events of these glory days, 
transacted by their famous figures. 

The purpose of this article is to describe a group 
of Nevada documents comprised of just this sort 
of material, which recently reached the philatelic 
marketplace. Here are deeds to important mills, 
including the Brunswick, Eureka, Mexican, Pio
neer and Santiago mills, involving storied figures 
including William Sharon, Agent of the Bank of 
California in Virginia City and "cock of the walk" 
on the Comstock during 1865-72; John P. Jones, 
who rose from mine superintendent to five-time 
Senator from Nevada; D.O. Mills, President of the 
Bank of California; and lesser but still immensely 
powerful Comstock players Alvinza Hayward, 
whose stock speculations made him one of the rich
est men in the West, and later namesake of 
Hayward, California; Charles L. Low; and John 
D. Fry, President of the powerful Union Mill and 
Mining Co. and intimate of both Sharon and his 
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employer William C. Ralston, Cashier of the Bank 
of California. These papers were part of the estate 
of Francis G. New lands, William Sharon's son in 
law, executor of Sharon's estate, and himself a five
time U.S. Representative from Nevada from 1891 
to 1902, then three-time Senator from 1903 until 
his death in 1917. These documents remained in 
his family until recently, and I have dubbed them 
the "New lands find." 

Certain of these documents are of special in
terest in that they provide hitherto hidden details 
on the "Jones-Hayward Conspiracy" of 1871, by 
which J.P. Jones and Alvinza Hayward wrested 
control of the Crown Point mine from William 
Sharon and the Bank of California, then acquired 
mills of their own to form the Nevada Mill and 
Mining Co. 

The Properties 

1. The Atlas Mill. Nevada $1 (x3) & 50¢, all 
rouletted. U.S. $2 Mortgage, $1 Foreign Exchange. 
10¢ Bill of Lading (x5), on deed, August 12, 1871, 
Edmond Patten of Storey County to Alvinza 
Hayward of San Francisco and J.P. Jones of Storey 
County, amount $3280, for Patten's two-thirds in
terest in the "Atlas Mill" with its Blacksmith Shop 
and other buildings, on a parcel ofland with a front
age of 150 feet on the main street of Gold Hill, 
and depth 300 feet (Figure 1). 

The deed was recorded on the same day it was 
executed. Each stamp is canceled "EP August 12 
1871" or some variation. 

Mary B. Ansari's Mines and Mills of the 
Comstock Region Western Nevada (1989) is a dis
tillation of information on Comstock mines and 
mills from an exhaustive list of historical works. I 
have relied heavily on her descriptions of the prop
erties mentioned in the Newlands find. Accord
ing to Ansari, the Atlas Mill was a "sizeable re
duction establishment which was located due 
southeast of the Caledonia New Hoisting Works 
at a point approximately 3/4 mile below Gold Hill. 
In 1865 it was reported to be a 15-stamp mill owned 
by Seale and Anderson possessing a 45 horsepower 
engine running on 5 cords of wood per day, 8 amal-
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Figure 1. Atlas Mill deed. 

gamating pans, 11 employees, and a capacity of 
26 tons in 24 hours. In th early 1870s it had 15 
stamps, could crush 45 ton a day, and was milling 
ore from the Savage mine. t appears that this mill 
was earlier known as the S ales & Anderson Mill, 
which was a 5-stamp mill uilt in 1862." 

Edmund Patten was one of the 12 members 
elected to the first Nevada State Assembly from 
Storey County in the election of November 8, 1864 
(Thompson & West, 1881). Lyman (1937), in dis
cussing William Sharon's i1amous and ultimately 
unsuccessful attempt to s~ear J.P. Jones during 
their 1872 contest for the UJS. Senate (see below), 
refers to Patten as an intimate of Jones who leaked 
the details of Sharon's treachery to the VIrginia 
Daily Union. 

This deed is notable because it brought together 
Alvinza Hayward and John P. Jones, the former 
a titan of the Comstock, the latter about to become 
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one, the same pair who just months earlier had se
cretly conspired to take control of the Crown Point 
mine from William Sharon, Hayward's friend and 
Jones' employer. It was Jones' profits from this 
coup that enabled his meteoric rise from mine su
perintendent to U.S. Senator. According to Lord 
(1883), after this Hayward broke from the Union 
Mill and Miing Co., of which he was a director, to 
acquire with Jones their own mills to process 
Crown Point ore; these were organized as the Ne
vada Mill and Mining Co. This acquisition of the 
Atlas Mill by Hayward and Jones in August 1871 
must have been one of these transactions. 

2. The Brunswick Mill. Nevada $20 pair, U.S. 
$20 Conveyance, $10 Charter Party (x2), on deed, 
June 14, 1871, William Sharon of Storey County, 
Nevada, to Alvinza Hayward of San Mateo County, 
California, amount $40,000 (Figure 2), for one half 
interest in the following property: 

First, three parcels of land in Ormsby County, 
Nevada, known as the "Brunswick Mill" property, 
totalling 200 acres in Section 12, Township 15 
North, Range 20 East 

Second, the "Brunswick Mill" with all its fix
tures and machinery, situate on the Carson River, 
together with all associated franchises, dams, 
ditches, flumes, races, water rights, roads, privi
leges, immunities, tenements, and heriditarnents. 

Third, all tools, implements, and other personal 
property in and about said mill, or used or intended 
to be used in the business carried on thereat. 

The deed is signed by Sharon, and was nota
rized in San Francisco June 15, 1871, by E.V. Joice, 
a Commissioner of Deeds for Nevada in San Fran
cisco. 

The U.S. $20 is canceled "WS J u-- 15 1871" 
and the two $10 by rather indistinct initials and 
"X"s. These cancels seem a bit suspicious, but 
there is no doubt that the stamps are original to the 
document. While the ink of the cancels was wet, 
the deed was folded in half vertically, leaving im
pressions of the cancels in the lower left legal mar
gin. This was done before the Nevada stamps were 
affixed; close examination shows that one blotted 
"X" lies beneath the Nevada $20 pair. The deed 
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Figure 2. Brunswick Mill deed 

was recorded in Ormsby County July 3, 1871, and 
the Nevada stamps are canceled with the same 
mysterious "WSW" initials seen on the 1871 deed 
to the Mexican Mill described below, which was 
recorded the same day. This is one of only six 
recorded documents bearing the Nevada $20 
stamp. 

According to Ansari the Brunswick Mill was 
a "large reduction establishment located on the 
north bank of the Carson River approximately one 
mile east of Empire City. It was one of the major 
mills on the Carson River and was constructed in 
1864. In 1866 it was described as a water-pow
ered mill with 8 stamps, 4 Knox and one Varney 
pans, and a 20-ton-a-day capacity. In the early 
1870s it had 56 stamps 26 pans, 13 settlers, and a 
capacity of 150 tons a day. In 1875 its ownership 
was transferred to the Pacific Mill and Mining Co., 
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which was controlled by the Bonanza Firm of 
Mackay, Fair, Flood, and O'Brien, to process ore 
from the Consolidated Virginia Mine in Virginia 
City. The mill was reported to still be operating in 
the late 1880s. Extensive stone foundations re
main at the site." A wondetful photo of the inte
rior of the Brunswick Mill appears in the Time
Life series The Old West (The Miners, pp.90-91; 
Figure 3). 

William Sharon, manager of the VIrginia City 
Agency of the Bank of California, was "cock-of
the-walk .... on the Comstock" (Smith, 1943). This 
is the only recorded Nevada stamped deed signed 
by him (Figure 4). 

The date of this deed, June 14, 1871, is signifi
cant. It is only a week after the rebellion of 
Hayward and J.P. Jones, in taking control of the 
Crown Point from the Bank of California, had be
come a fait accompli. Ralston and Sharon had re
alized their peril by May 1871, and initially cho
sen to fight, acquiring 4,100 of the 12,000 Crown 
Point shares. When it became clear this would not 
ensure control, they struck a bargain with the ren
egades, selling them all4,100 shares, on the con
dition that Hayward sell them all his interest in the 
adjoining Belcher mine. On June 7, 1871, in an 
historic transaction, Sharon sold Hayward his 
Crown Point shares for $1,400,000, or $341 per 
share for a stock which had been changing hands a 
few months earlier at $5; this was by far the larg
est private transfer of mining stock on record (Lord, 
1883; Lyman, 1937; Smith, 1943). The deed at 
hand is dated just seven days later; moreover, as 
shown by another deed from the Newlands find 
described below, on the following day, June 15, 
1871, the Union Mill and Mining Co. sold Hayward 
the Mexican Mill for $130,000. Now the ration
ale underlying these transactions becomes clear. 
As noted above (see Atlas Mill), according to Lord 
(1883), after securing control of the Crown Point, 
in order to control the millng of its ore Hayward 
broke from the Union Mill and Mining Co. to ac
quire with Jones mills of their own, organized as 
the Nevada Mill and Mining Co. Lord furnishes 
no details of this enterprise, nor do Thompson & 
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Figure 3. Interior view of the Brunswick Mill. Courtesy California State Library. (misJ 

West (1881 ), but these deeds to the Brunswick and 
Mexican Mill must certainly record two of its ear
liest and most significant acquisitions. 

3. The Eureka Mill. Nevada $5 imperforate (x8), 
U.S. $3 Charter Party imperforate (xlO), $3 Mani
fest imperforate (x3), $1 Foreign Exchange, on 
deed, May 10, 1869, amount $40,000, Cyrus T. 
Wheeler of Sacramento and Morgan S. Hurd and 
Ferdinand Dunker of Lyon County, Nevada, to the 
Union Mill and Mining Co. (Figure 5), for the fol
lowing property: 

A tract of land and mill site in Lyon County 

Figure 4. Signature of William Sharon 
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being on both sides of the Carson River about four 
miles below Empire City, Ormsby County, the tract 
beginning at a stake on a bluff bank of the River 
about one mile above "Brown's House," with 13 
boundary lines described almost entirely in degrees 
and chains. 

The Mill thereon erected used and built for the 
purpose of reducing ore known as the "Eureka 
Mill" and the machinery therein. 

The U.S. $3 Charter Party imperforate is ex
ceedingly rare on document; other than this deed I 
have recorded only one other example, a single 
copy on an 1868 San Francisco deed. 

Morgan Hurd was elected State Senator from 
Lyon County in 1868 (Thompson & West, 1881 ). 

The Union Mill and Mining Co. was a hold- . 
ing company formed by Sharon in June 1867 to 
consolidate and manage the mill properties of the 
Bank of California on the Comstock. Ralston, 
Mills, Sharon and Hayward were all charter mem-
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Figure 5. Deed to the Eureka Mill 

Tin: J·:IIIU•:KA MJJ.r., CARSON RIVER 

Figure 6. The Eureka Mill 
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hers. At its peak it owned no fewer than 17 mills 
(Lord, 1883). 

According to Ansari "One of the largest mills 
on the [Carson] river, [the Eureka Mill] was lo
cated about one mile below the Santiago Mill, and 
approximately three miles above Dayton. Kelly's 
·1862 directory described it as having a darn 125 
feet wide and a main building 75x80, which was 
erected in 1861. At that time it had 20 stamps, 4 
arastras, 25 employees, and a 30-ton-a-day capac
ity. The Gold Hill News reported in 1865 that it 
was a water-powered mill with 20 stamps, a 20-
ton capacity, and II employees, and was milling 
ore from the Yellow Jacket Mine in Gold Hill. 
Apparently the mill was taken over by the Union 
Mill and Mining Co., of which William Sharon was 
president, in 1871 [the deed described here shows 
this actually occurred in 1869] and was rebuilt as 
the New Eureka Mill. In 1871 the Territorial En
terprise reported that the Union Mill Co. was build
ing a large dam, flume, and mill near the site of 
the old Eureka Mill. The dam was described as 
200 feet in length, constructed of timbers 14 inches 
square, and 24 feet 8 inches high. The flume was 
to be 4,200 feet long. The mill was to measure 
120x180 feet and 75 feet high, and to have 60 
stamps with a 180 to 200-ton capacity. The Terri
torial Enterprise went on to say that "it is intended 
that the mill shall be not only the largest but the 
best in the world - the model mill of the universe." 
Its estimated cost was $200,000. In 1875 the Ter
ritorial Enterprise wrote that it was the largest and 
finest mill in the state, and that it was reducing 32 
carloads of Belcher Mine ore a day. Grace 
Dangberg reports that the mill was destroyed by 
fire in the early 1890s. Later the Eureka Cyanide 
Plant was built near the site. 

The illustration of the Eureka Mill given by 
Wright (1876) is reproduced in Figure 6. 

4. The Mexican Mill. Nevada $20 (x6, three pairs) 
and $10, U.S. $50 U.S.I.R. pair (yellow green 
shade), $15 Mortgage pair, on deed, June 15, 1871, 
amount $130,000, the Union Mill and Mining Co. 
to Alvinza Hayward (Figure 7), for the "Mexican 
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Figure 7. Deed to the MexicanMili,June 15,1871. 

Mill" and its grounds, its water ditch and water 
rights, specified as follows: 

First, that parcel of land in and near Empire 
City, Ormsby County, Nevada, comprising 13.47 
acres, on which stands the "Mexican Mill," with a 
very detailed description of the boundaries of the 
property expressed entirely in chains and degrees. 

Second, the "Mexican Mill" itself, including 
all fixtures and machinery, all buildings and im
provements on said land, and "all dams, ditches, 
flumes, aqueducts, reservoirs, water rights, privi
leges, and immunities pertaining to said Mill .... " 

Third, the water ditch used to convey water 
from the Carson River to said Mill, commencing 
at a dam about five miles above the mill and run
ning down the west side of the river, also the dam 
itself and all water rights held or enjoyed by means 
of said dam and ditch. 

Fourth, 11 parcels of land all in Township 15 
North, Range 20 East, but in four different Sec
tions, of 160 acres, 80 acres (x5), or 40 acres (x5), 
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totalling 760 acres. No description is given other 
than the Range, Township, and Section parameters. 

The deed is signed by Union Mill and Mining 
Co. President J.D. Fry and Secretary James H. 
Dobinson. Alongside is an embossed company seal 
with incorporation date March 25, 1868, in its cen
ter. [Note this differs from the June 1867 incorpo
ration date given by Lord (1883).] It was nota
rized in San Francisco by E.V. Joice, a Commis
sioner of Deeds for the State of Nevada, and was 
recorded in Ormsby County, Nevada, July 3, 1871, 
by Samuel D. King, Recorder. 

The U.S. stampshavemanuscriptcancels "Jas. 
H. Dobinson Secretary U M & Mg Co 15/6(11." 
The Nevada stamps are canceled by manuscript 
initials that appear to be "WSW". 

The Nevada $10 and $20 stamps are rare on 
document. I have recorded only six documents 
bearing the $20, and four with the $10. Besides 
the present example, no others bear more than two 
copies of the $20. 

This deed is on blue paper, with custom callig
raphy, held together by a blue ribbon, all making a 
striking background for its array of stamps. It is 
one of the key pieces of Nevada fiscal history, and 
for me, the highlight of the Newlands find. 

According to Ansari, the Mexican Mill was a 
"large mill built in 1861 on the Mexican Ditch 
about t/2 mile west of Empire City. Water to run 
the mill was obtained from the Mexican Dam on 
the Carson River approximately four miles to the 
south. The water was conveyed from the dam 
through the Mexican Ditch to the mill. Originally 
the mill was known as the Silver State Reduction 
Works; it was also called the Spanish Quartz Mill. 
In 1863 it had the largest water wheel on the Pa
cific coast, furnishing almost 200 horsepower and 
44 stamps. Kelly wrote that its capacity was 70-
75 tons "being more than double the amount 
crushed by any other mill in the Territory." At that 
time it was processing ore from the Mexican Mine 
in VIrginia City and other mines. Its crushing and 
amalgamating plant was contained in a building 
90x186 feet. The total length of the entire mill 
was approximately 450 feet. In the 1866 State 
Mineralogist's Report it was listed as having 44 
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stamps, 12 Hepburn pans, and a 75-ton capacity. 
In the early 1870s it had 44 stamps, 20 pans, 10 
settlers, and a 120-ton capacity. It was reported to 
be still operating in the 1880s. Today the Mexican 
Dam and Ditch are still intact and are being used 
for irrigation. The mill site contains extensive ru
ins, and the mill office and superintendent's home 
are well-preserved." 

John D. Fry, who signed here as President of 
the Union Mill & Mining Co., was also a member 
of the Board of Directors of the famed Virginia & 
Truckee Railroad, and President of the White Pine 
Water Company, which was formed in response to 
the frenzied rush to the White Pine region in east
ern Nevada in the late 1860s and early 1870s 
(Thompson & West, 1881). Despite this impres
sive resume, Fry's most important role in Nevada 
was an indirect one, overlooked or under-empha
sized by most historians of the Comstock, but fun
damental and far-reaching in its implications: it 
was J.D. Fry who brought together William C. 
Ralston and William Sharon. This is explained in 
the more detailed profile of Fry given below. 

The archive contained two more deeds that 
appear to be for essentially the same property as 
the one described above. However, the amounts 
are much smaller, $20,000 versus $130,000. and 
raise some interesting questions. 

5. Nevada $5 imperforate (x4), U.S. $10 Charter 
Party (x2) , on deed, April 27, 1870, amount 
$20,000, Alvinza Hayward of San Francisco to the 
Union Mill and Mining Co. (Figure 8), for the fol
lowing properties: 

The same 13.47 acre parcel described above, 
again with detailed measurements in chains and 
degrees. 

This is followed by the phrase "Together with 
the reduction works and the improvements 
thereon." These "reduction works" must have been 
the Mexican Mill; why was it not mentioned by 
name? 

The water ditch formerly of the Mexican Min
ing Company, commencing at the dam formerly 
owned by said Company at a point about five miles 
above the mill formerly owned by said Company 
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Figure 8, Deed to the Mexican Mill, Apri/27, 1870. 

and running thence down the west side of said river, 
being 3.5 feet deep, 12 feet wide, and having a 
grade of about one foot per mile. 

The waters of the Carson River appropriated 
by said Mexican Co. 

13 parcels of land comprising 920 acres, the 
same 11 parcels conveyed in the 1871 deed plus 
two more of 80 acres each in Section 15, Town
ship 15 North, Range 20 East. 

The possessory rights acquired by the propri
etors of the Mexican Mill to such other lands as 
the aforesaid water ditch passes over and through. 

Together with the tenements, heriditaments and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging or in any way 
appertaining. 

The deed is signed by Hayward, also by D.O. 
Mills as witness. 

The U.S. stamps are canceled "Union Mill & 
Mining Co. 27 April 1870" in neat purple manu
script, and the Nevada stamps "UM&MCo 27/4/ 
70 in the same hand. However, the deed was never 
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Figure 9. Signature of Alvinza Hayward on deed. 

recorded, and only a month later, the following 
deed (No. 6 below) was executed. 

Alvinza Hayward was a San Francisco inves
tor who had a powerful influence on the Comstock 
in the late 1860s and early 1870s. He turned his 
attention to Nevada in 1867, having already made 
a fortune as a miner in California, and was ini
tially allied with the Bank of California. Hayward 
was one of the original directors of the Union Mill 
& Mining Co. at its incorporation in June 1867. 
He was prominent in the struggles for control of 
the Hale and Norcross mine in 1868 and the Crown 
Point in 1871, and the huge stock market "Boom 
of 1872" triggered by his unlimited buy orders for 
stock in the Savage mine, which boosted its price 
from $62 to $725, and the whole of the market in 
Comstock shares along with it. 

It was Hayward who sent his friend J.P. Jones 
to Virginia City in 1867 when Jones was a beaten 
man, broke and ready to return to the East, secur
ing him an appointment as a mine superintendent 
Some three years later the two engineered the 
Crown Point coup described below, which made 
them both millions. Jones went on to serve as U.S. 
Senator from Nevada for 30 years. This is the only 
recorded Nevada stamped document signed by 
Hayward (Figure 9). 

D.O. Mills was President of the Bank of Cali
fornia. William Sharon may have been "the czar 
of the Comstock .... from 1867 to 1874" (Smith, 
1943), but his power flowed solely from his posi
tion as manager of the VIrginia City branch of the 
Bank of California, and the willingness of his San 
Francisco employers, William C. Ralston, the 
founder, Cashier and manager of the Bank of Cali
fornia, and Mills, its President, to invest in the 
Comstock. Mills' signature is well known on the 
Bank of California's bills of exchange issued in 
San Francisco, but this is the only example I have 
recorded on a revenue-stamped deed. 
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Figure 10. Deed to the Mexican Mill, May 31,1870. 

6. Nevada $5 imperforate (x4), U.S. $20 Convey
ance, on deed, May 31, 1870, amount $20,000, for 
exactly the same properties described in the above
described deed, again to the Union Mill and Min
ing Co., this time made not by Alvinza Hayward, 
but by George G. Hobson of New York (Figure 
10). It was executed in New York and notarized 
by Charles Nettleton, Commissioner for Nevada 
in New York, with his metallic seal featuring the 
Nevada State Seal. Unlike the previous deed this 
one was recorded in Ormsby County, on June 29, 
1870. The U.S. stamp is canceled "31st May 1870 
G.G.H." and the Nevada stamps simply "1870." 

It is natural to wonder why essentially the same 
property that brought $130,000 in June 1871 was 
sold for only $20,000 a little over a year earlier. 
Two explanations come to mind. One is that the 
economic outlook had changed vastly in the pe
riod between these sales, from gloom to cautious 
optimism. According to Smith (1943), "The year 
1870 was the darkest year in the history of the 
Comstock up to that time." The bullion output of 
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the Lode, which had been about $16,000,000 in 
each of 1865, 1866 and 1867, had fallen to about 
half that in 1868 and 1869. Few mines were pay
ing dividends: Lord (1883) states that the Savage 
had paid its last dividend in June 1869, the Ken tuck 
in March 1870, and the Gould & Curry a "spas
modic and speculative return of $48,000 in Octo
ber 1870, after three years of disappointment." 
Only the Chollar-Potosi had a rich undeveloped 
ore body in sight, and paid $1.9 million in divi
dends during the year ending May 31, 1871. Ac
cording to Smith, 

"Extensive development work on all of the 
lower levels had been discouraging. In the Gould 
& Cuny and the Chollar-Potosi the walls of the 
Lode had almost come together. Besides, nearly 
all of the mines were struggling with increasing 
flows of water. Most of the upper bonanzas had 
played out at 500 feet. The only mines whose 
ore had extended to the 1000-foot level were the 
Savage, the Hale & Norcross, and the Yellow 
Jacket, and that was becoming narrower and 
poorer. The most hopeful view was that the 
mines had reached a barren zone and that other 
ore bodies would be found below. A vain hope 
it proved .... 

Stockholders were becoming discouraged and 
allowing their shares to be sold for assessments, 
which placed the burden upon those in control -
chiefly Sharon and his associates. Stocks had 
fallen so low that the market value of a number 
of the prominent mines was far less than the cost 
of the machinery. This was especially true of 
the Crown Point and the Belcher. The former, 
with 12,000 shares, sold for $2 a share in No
vember 1870. The Belcher, with 10,400 shares, 
was selling at $1; its shaft was full of water at 
the 800-foot level, and the mine was all but 
closed down.. The total market value of the 
stocks of all the leading mines on the Lode in 
November was less than $4,000,000. The Con
solidated Vrrginia, after a last despairing effort 
on the part of the old stockholders, ceased to 
operate and the stock fell to $1 a share. 

A number of the leading men and many min
ers left the Comstock in 1870 for the great silver 
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camp of Pioche, and the still more productive 
silver-lead camp of Eureka, both of which were 
just coming into prominence. 

Ralston and Sharon were almost panic
stricken. They had staked everything on the fu
ture of the Lode- not only their newly made for
tunes, but the solvency of the Bank. Lord tells 
of the perilous condition at that time: 

'Sharon has said that the amount invested by 
the Bank of California at one time in the mines, 
mills, and towns directly dependent upon the 
continued productivity of the Comstock Lode 
was $3,000,000. The whole capital of the bank 
in 1870 was $5,000,000, and though the great 
moneyed institution of the Pacific Coast, the loss 
of this investment, or even a popular dread of 
such a calamity, would have endangered its very 
existence, and certainly have crippled it for a 
time. Only the few directly acquainted with the 
condition of the bank will ever realize the anxi
eties which beset its management at the close of 
the year 1870.' 

Sharon's biography states that 'Ralston re
vealed to Sharon the peril which threatened him 
and the bank' unless the Comstock produced 
another bonanza. It was a narrow escape for the 
Crown Point was about to be closed down when 
the discovery was made. If that bonanza had 
not been found it is probable that pumping would 
have ceased along the Lode and mining threafter 
confined to the extraction of the remaining ore 
on the upper levels. The Sutro Tunnel, which 
was started in a small way in October 1869, 
would have been abandoned. 

Perhaps years would have elapsed before re
newed efforts would have been made to find the 
ore below the 1000-foot levels, and then with 
doubtful success." 

By contrast, in mid-1871 the potential of the 
Crown Point was known, at least to the insiders, 
and the struggle for control had not only raised the 
price of its stock from $2 to over $300, but raised 
others along with it. Since it was highly probable 
that the rich Crown Point ore extended into the 
neighboring Belcher, its stock rose from $1 to $240. 
The outlook of the Comstock was transformed. In 

June 1997 

fact the Crown Point-Belcher Bonanza produced 
over $60,000,000. 

A second plausible explanation why the Mexi
can Mill was sold to Alvinza Hayward by the Union 
Mill & Mining Co. in June 1871 for $130,000, 
when just 14 months earlier Hayward had been 
willing to let the Company acquire it from him for 
$20,000, was the breach in the relationship between 
the parties that had occurred in the interim. In April 
1870 Hayward had been a trusted member of 
Ralston's inner circle, one of the directors of the 
Union Mill & Mining Co. But as detailed below 
in the profile of Jones, in early to mid-1871 
Hayward and J.P. Jones, the latter the Bank's em
ployee as superintendent of the Crown Point, had 
conspired to wrest control of that mine from the 
"Ring" just as it was striking a bonanza. Accord
ing to Smith (1943), "Sharon was bitter when he 
learned that Jones and Hayward had control over 
the Crown Point.... Sharon appears to have been 
slow to learn what was going on. It is probable 
that he could not conceive that his associate, 
Hayward, and his superintendent, Jones, would 
play him false. Instances of that kind were rare. 
While warring groups of speculators fought each 
other with all of the means at their command - de
ceit being the chief weapon - they played fair 
among themselves. It is quite probable that both 
Hayward and Jones had become rebellious over 
little Sharon's autocratic manners and methods." 

While the defection of one of their own must 
have rankled, the two deeds at hand suggest that 
the Ring now saw Hayward and Jones not as mor
tal enemies, but as rivals to be grudgingly accepted, 
and even cooperated with when it was to mutual 
advantage. Why otherwise would Sharon have sold 
Hayward the Brunswick and Mexican mills at any 
price? We know the two had cooperated just days 
earlier, Sharon selling Hayward his shares in 
Crown Point while Hayward reciprocated with his 
shares in Belcher. One can surmise, though, that 
while it is at least possible the 1870 price of 
$20,000 might have been artificially low, a "sweet
heart deal" between friends, this was almost cer
tainly not the case in 1871 when Hayward paid 
$130,000. 

To be continued 
Page42 
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Manzanillo, Mex. A small, unhealthy town on the western coast, 
about 350 miles north of Acapulco. The Panama steamers stop 
here once a month to receive and deliver freight for Colima, a city 
of 30,000 inhabitants situated about 90 miles in the interior .. 

Mariposa, Cal. A prominent mining town on one of the routes to 
Yosemite Valley. Population about 1,000. It is the principal center 
of the great mining operations of the Mariposa estate, which once 
yielded enormous profits. Reached by stage from Stockton, via 
Hornitos. 

Martinez, Cal. The county seat of Contra Costa County, situated 
on the Straits of Carquinez, opposite Benicia, with which it is con
nected by a steam ferry. 

Marysville, Cal. A thriving town of 6,000 inhabitants, located on 
the north bank of the Yuba River, near its junction with Feather 
River. It is well built on a pleasant site and presents many of the 
characteristic features of New England towns. It is at the head of 
navigation on the Feather River, and a point of divergence for travel 
and freight to northern mines. The Marysville Buttes, a few miles 
distant, are a striking feature of the landscape. One of the finest 
orchards in the State, located in the border of the city, was nearly 
destroyed by a deposit of sand left by an overflow of the Yuba 
River. The Marysville Woolen Mills, recently established, do al
ready a large business and add much to the life and business of the 
town. Connected by Railroad with Sacramento. 

Mazatlan, Mex. Chief port of the State of Sinaloa; situated on the 
mainland at the mouth of the Gulf of California. It does consider
able business with the interior towns and with La Paz and San 
Francisco, with which it is connected by a regular line of steamers. 

Meadow Lake, Cal. A quartz mining town which suddenly sprang 
into existence in 1866, and for a while excited sufficient attention 
to sustain a daily paper. Though surrounded by some good mines, 
the town has dwindled in importance, and its population is not over 
200. 

Mendocino City, Cal. County seat and the largest town in 
Mendocino County; is situated on the north shore of Mendocino 
Bay, at the mouth of Big River, 128 miles northwest from San 
Francisco. It is the shipping point for large quantities of lumber 
from the extensive redwood forests of the county. Population about 
500. 

Mission San Jose, Cal. A very old town, situated in the southern 
part of Alameda County, near the warm springs. The old Mission 
Church, built of adobe, was used for services until October, 1868, 
when it was destroyed by the earthquake. Reached by stage from 
Hayward's. 

Mokelumne Hill, Cal. A thriving town of 1,200 inhabitants, situ
ated nearly in the center of Calaveras County. Placer mining is 
still carried on in the deep banks and flats in the neighborhood. A 
line of stages connects the place with Stockton, via San Andreas. 

Monterey, Cal. The first capital of the State, and the place where 
Commodore Sloat first took possession of California in the nan1e 
of the United States. It is an old Spanish town and has improved 
but little for 20 years. Carmel Mission is a fine old ruin about six 
miles distant, on a pleasant bay, and a pleasant place for excursion
ists. The town is situated in a sort of ampitheater, the forest trees 
making a back-ground to the view from the bay. Point Pinos is a 
tongue ofland terminated by a light-house, projecting into the ocean 
five miles from the town. The passenger by sea is landed by a 
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t small boat among rocks covered with seaweed. The old fort occu

pies a conspicuous place on the hill, with its inclosure overgrown 
with weeds and grass. The barracks are in the vicinity. Many of 
the houses are built of adobe, in Mexican style, with tiled roofs. 
Reached by stage from San Jose, via San Juan, or by steamer from 
San Francisco. 

Napa, Cal. A thrifty village of 3,500 inhabitants, in the centre of 
Napa Valley, and surrounded by one of the fmest agricultural re
gions in the State. Immense fields of grain stretch in every direc
tion. Fruit of all kinds abound in great luxuriance. The climate is 
equable and salubrious. The Napa Soda Springs are situated a few 
miles east of the town. Connected with Vallejo by the N. V.R.R. 

Nevada, Cal. A large and prosperous mining town, and the county 
seat of Nevada County. It has a fine public library. Population 
5,000. Its neighboring town of Grass Valley, only four miles dis
tant, is almost equal in size. Connects with C.P.R.R. by stage to 
Colfax. 

Newport, Ogn. Situated on the north bank ofYaquina Bay, where 
a good quality of oysters are obtained for the San Francisco mar
ket. Coal has been found in the vicinity. A pleasant seaside water
ing place for pleasure seekers. From this point is shipped produce 
from the head of Willamette Valley. The stream entering into 
Yaquina Bay is navigable 30 miles from the mouth of the bay. The 
town is situated in a cove, and protected from the ocean stonns by 
hills on the west and north. Reached by stage from Corvallis. 

North San Juan, Cal. A prosperous and handsome mining town, 
ten miles north of Nevada; has about 1,000 inhabitants. The vil
lage is noted for the great abundance of vines, fruit trees and flow-

ers surrounding the residences, and the township in which it is situ
ated for its great yield of gold, over $1,300,000 annually. Reached 
by stage from Nevada City or Colfax. 

Oakland, Cal. The principal town on the eastern shore of San 
Francisco Bay, almost directly opposite San Francisco, and six miles 
distant. Population 6,000. It has several fme schools and acad
emies. The University of California is located in Berkeley, five 
miles distant, at the base of the Contra Costa hills. Potter's gardens 
are an attractive feature of the place. Its name is derived from a 
large grove of evergreen oaks in which the city was originally built; 
but it has now grown far beyond their limits, and is rapidly ex
panding in a northerly direction. The State Asylum for Deaf, Dumb 
and Blind is located near Berkeley. It is an imposing building. 
Connected with San Francisco by ferry. 

Ogden City, Utah. A flourishing Mannon city of between four 
and five thousand inhabitants; situated in Weber County, near the 
confluence of Weber and Ogden Rivers, 38 miles north of Great 
Salt Lake City, for which place it is the point of departure on the 
Pacific Railroad. 

Olympia, W.T. The capital of the Territory and county seat of 
Thurston County. A small town situated at the head of navigation 
on Puget Sound. Reached by stage from Monticello, and by steamer 
from Victoria, V.I. 

. Oregon City, Ogn. Situated at the Falls of the Willamette, which 
furnish unlimited water power for manufacturing purposes. Steamer 
from Portland, 13 miles. 
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Oroville, Cal. County seat of Butte County; has about 1,500 in
habitants. Placer mining has been for a long time successfully 
carried on in the vicinity. This is the point of departure of the 
Oregon stages, and is connected by railroad with Marysville. 

Oysterville, W. T. Chief town of Pacific County, situated a 25 miles 
north from the mouth of the Columbia River, on a long narrow 
peninsula extending northward from the S. W. comer of the Terri
tory, and fonning Shoal water Bay. In this bay are found oysters of 
excellent quality, which give a name to the town, and employment 
to its inhabitants, who send them in large quantities to San Fran
cisco. 

Pacheco, Cal. The shipping port of the agricultural region of the 
Diablo and San Ramon valleys, in Contra Costa County. Carriages 
and a~ricultural implements are extensively manufactured here. 
Population 500. Reached by stage from Martinez or Oakland. 

Panama, Central America. A quaint old Spanish city, situated on 
bay of same name, at the narrowest point of the Isthmus of Darien. 
It was fonnerly surrounded with walls, which are now in ruins. 
Panama is connected by railroad with Aspinwall, and by steamers 
with the ports of Peru, Chili, Guatemala, Australia and California. 

Petaluma, Cal. The chief city of Sonoma County, with a popula
tion of over 4,000, situated 48 miles N.W. of San Francisco on 
Petaluma Creek, at the head of navigation. It has several large 
warehouses, one of brick, 150 feet square and 27 feet high, in which 
is stored the immense amount of grain produced on the rich lands 
of the valleys to the north. The railroad, which is to extend from 
San Francisco to Humboldt County, is nearly completed from 
Petaluma to Santa Rosa, the county seat To avoid the windings of 
the creek. a railroad extends two miles to the landing of the San 
Francisco steamboats. 

Placerville, Cal. County seat and the largest town in El Dorado 
County, having a population of 4,000. It is lighted with gas. Noted 
for its churches, schools, and for the abundance of trees. shrubbery 
and flowers. Reached by stage from Shingle Springs. the tenninus 
of the S. V.&P.R.R. 

Pine Grove, Nev. A mining town, steadily building up. Has sev
eral profitable reduction mills. Reached by stage from Carson City. 

Pioneer City, Mon. A thriving mining town in Deer Lodge County. 
The central business point of the various gulches. bars and flats, 
covering an area of 25 or 30 square miles, that constitute the Gold 
Creek mines. Reached by stage from Helena. 

Portland, Ogn. The commercial metropolis of Oregon and the 
Columbia basin. Population 7,500. The converging point of sev
eral steamer and steamboat lines, and northern terminus of the Cali
fornia and Oregon Railroad. The town is substantially built, and 
the business of a pennanent character. Its streets and sidewalks are 
said to be kept in better condition than those of any other city on 
the coast Reached by steamer from San Francisco, and by daily 
stage from Sacramento. 

Port Orford. [Ogn.] A lumber port, situated about six miles north 
of Cape Blanco. on what is called a summer harbor, open to the 
south, and consequently protected from the northerly summer winds, 
but unprotected against the summer winds of winter. 

Port Madison, W. T. A town situated on Bainbridge Island, in 
Puget Sound. Has good facilities for commerce. Among its local 
industries is an iron foundry. 
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Port Townsend, W.T. A flourishing town, situated on a bay of 
same name in Puget Sound, for which this town is the port of entry. 
Contains U.S. Custom House, and U.S. Marine Hospital; has a good 
harbor, sufficiently deep for ocean steamers. 

Prescott, Arizona The chief town of Central Arizona, situated in 
Yavapai District, in a fertile valley at the foot of the Prieta range of 
mountains. The adjacent country is fertile, well watered, and cov
ered with a luxuriant growth of timber. Good mines of gold and 
silver have been discovered in the mountains of the district. The 
growth of the town has in the past been slow, on account of its 
distance from other settlements, but its great natural advantages 
will undoubtedly make it, as the country is settled, one of the most 
prosperous towns in the Southern Pacific States. Reached by stage 
from LaPaz. 

Provo, Utah. County seat of Utah County. Situated on Provo 
River, near Utah Lake, about 40 miles south from Great Salt Lake 
City, with which it is connected by stage. 

Quincy, Cal. County seat of Plumas County. Placer mining is 
profitably carried on in the surrounding country. Connected by 
stage with La Porte and Oroville. 

Red Bluff, Cal. The county seat of Tehama County. Situated on 
the Sacramento River, at the head of Steamboat navigation. Has a 
population of2,500. A large amount of freight was formerly shipped 
from this point for the Humboldt and Owyhee mines. A steamer 
runs daily to this place from Sacramento. 

Redwood City, Cal. County seat of San Mateo County. Situated 
28 miles south from San Francisco, on Redwood Creek. Connected 
with San Francisco by S.F. and S.J. Railroad. 

Reno, Nev. Named after Federal General Reno, killed at South 
Mountain. Located on the Truckee River, about five miles from 
the base of the Sierra. It occupies a level site, favorable for expan
sion and the building of pleasant towns. It is the nearest point on 
the Pacific Railroad to Virginia City, and is consequently the ter
minus of an important stage route from that place. The machine 
shops and round-houses of the Railroad Company are located at 
this place. It is the depot of the transhipment of freight and passen
gers for Virginia, Gold Hill, Carson and Washoe Valley south, and 
Honey Lake, Sierra and Long Valleys north. It is also the northern 
terminus of the proposed Virginia and Truckee Railroad. The costly 
works of the Washoe U.C.G. and S.M. Co. adjoin the town. There 
is a fine grain growing country for miles around the city. 

Rough and Ready, Cal. A prosperous, gold mining town, eight 
miles southwest of Nevada City. Several productive quartz ledges 
are now being worked. Stage from Nevada. 

Sacramento, Cal. The Capital of California, and the principal 
railroad center of the State. It is situated in the midst of a prosper
ous agricultural region, but owes its importance mainly to its fine 
commercial position, being situated at the head of tide navigation 
on the Sacramento River, and the terminus of the Central Pacific, 
Sacramento Valley, California and Oregon, and California Pacific 
Rai1roads. The works of the Central Pacific Railroad, the most 
important west of Omaha, are located here. In size, Sacramento is 
the second city in the State; population 20,000. The State House 
or Capital is a noble specimen of architecture, costing nearly 
$1 ,000,000, occupying the center of four squares, and affording a 
fine view of the surrounding country. ·The Yolo Bridge, 800 feet 
long and 28 feet wide, spans the Sacramento river opposite I street. 
Great floods ravaged the towns in 1852-2, and it was deluged by a 
break in the American River levee in 1861-2. Sacran1ento has good 
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schools and churches; and shade trees and shrubbery surrounding 
the private residences, impart an attractive and home-like appear
ance. 

Salem, Ogn. Capital of Oregon, on the east bank of Willamette 
River, 50 miles southwest from Portland, and 62 miles from Co
lumbia River, has a population of 4,500. Situated in the midst of a 
fanning country, its prosperity is derived mainly from the agricul
tural resources of the valley. Has good water power which is much 
improved by bringing water from the Santiam River to the 
Willamette by means of a canal. A woolen mill, using annually 
400,000 lbs. of wool and employing 150 operatives, and an exten
sive flouring mill are among the manufacturing establishments of 
the place. The Willamette University is a flourishing institution, 
located on the opposite side of the river. Apple orchards and other 
fruit trees abound in the neighborhood. Connected by steam with 
Portland. 

Salt Lake City Population 25,000. The largest city between the 
Missouri River and San Francisco. The Tabernacle is a large build
ing capable of seating 3,000 people. The city is regularly laid out 
in large blocks, separated by wide streets, through which little 
streams of water flow, irrigating the gardens and shade trees, which 
contribute so much to give the place an attractive appearance. It is 
the headquarters of the Monnon Church, and is the center of a pros
perous agricultural community built up in the wilderness. A rail
road to the southern boundary of the Territory is contemplated, also 
another to the northern boundary. The development of the useful 
metals, and manufacturing resources of the Territory is encouraged. 
Passengers for this place leave the R.R. at Ogden. 

San Bernardino, Cal. An old Monnon settlement, 60 miles east 
of Los Angeles, on the route to Arizona; population, 1 ,000. The 

mountains which wall in the beautiful valley of San Bernardino 
are bold and precipitous, and are fonned of soft white granite, 
which gives them the appearance of white sand. Fruit of all de
scriptions grow here profusely. The orange and lemon are par
ticularly profitable. Large quantities of cedar and other valuable 
lumber are found in the forests near the town but very little has 
been done in the way of building roads to make this lumber acces
sible. The town has not yet experienced the influx of population 
and wealth which is seen in other towns of southern California. 
Reached by stage from Los Angeles. 

San Diego, Cal. Situated on a good harbor of the same name, 
about 500 miles southeast of San Francisco, near the southern ex
tremity of the State. The climate is mild and agreeable, varying 
but about 12 degrees from the usual mean of 64. Farenheit. The 
town is about 100 years old, having been founded by the City 
Fathers, population 600. It hopes to be the tenninus of the South
em Pacific Railroad. Its growth during the past year has been 
rapid, and it has recently been made a port of entry. Steamers run 
regularly to this port from San Francisco. Also stages from Los 
Angeles. 

San Francisco, Cal. A city of 150,000 inhabitants, the commer
cial metropolis of the Pacific Coast on North America, occupies 
the northern end of a narrow peninsula which separates the Bay of 
San Francisco from the Pacific Ocean. Situated in latitude 37" 48' 
north, and longitude 120· 27' west, the city has a climate unsur
passed by that of any large city in the Union. Dryness and unifor
mity are the characteristics of the climate, the rainfall being only 
one-half that of the Eastern cities, and the mean temperature 54 •, 
varying only 9• during the year. 

The Golden Gate, a narrow strait, one mile in width and 30 
feet deep, connects the bay and harbor with the Pacific. Few scenes 
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~ surpass in grandeur and beauty that which opens to the eye of the 

traveler as he enters this strait after a long and tedious voyage. The 
mountains of Marin County rise boldly from the sea, carpeted to 
the top. in spring time, with a velvety sward of flowers, every 
wrinkle of the surface like a fold in a royal robe. Two forts, at Fort 
Point and Alcatraz Island, and two batteries, at Black Point and 
Angel Island, guard the entrance to the harbor. The principal 
wharves and steamer landings are on the eastern side of the city 
where the bay has been filled in out to deep water, and a sea-wall 
of rock is being constructed which is to extend the whole length of 
the city front The business part of the city was originally confmed 
to the made land between Montgomery street and the wharves, but 
is rapidly moving with the growth of the city toward the south. 
The northern and northwestern portions of the city, owing to the 
steep grades and the strong winds sweeping in through the Golden 
Gate, have not improved much during the past few years, although 
many beautiful residences are located there. Market is the widest 
and longest street, running from the water front on a level grade in 
a southwesterly direction beyond the limits of the city. It is prob
able that this will, in a few years, become the chief business street. 
Running north from Market are Front, Battery and Sansome streets, 
on which are located most of the heavy wholesale and importing 
establishments. Montgomery, par excellence the "Broadway" of 
San Francisco, which is being extended south of Market; and 
Kearny, which, since its recent widening, aspires with some rea
son, to be a rival of its aristocratic neighbor. At right angles with 
these are Sutter, Bush and Pine, business streets for a few blocks 
west of Montgomery, and still further west among the most desir
able streets for residences; California, the Pacific "Wall Street," 
where bankers, brokers and insurance agents have their offices, 
containing the new Merchant's Exchange, Bank of California, and 
many of the fmest buildings in the city; Sacramento and Commer
cial, noted for cheap lodging houses, and the U.S. Branch Mint; 

Clay, with its extensive printing establishments; Washington, where 
are found the Custom House, Post Office, and other public build
ings; Jackson, some parts of which are crowded with Chinese; and 
Pacific or the "Barbary Coast," a street whose repute is not of the 
best. 

South of Market the streets running toward Mission Bay are 
numbered from First to Twenty-sixth, and are crossed at right angles 
by Mission, Howard and Folsom, chiefly occupied by residences. 
Fremont and First contain extensive foundries, iron and lead works, 
etc. Second and Third are favorite resorts for retail dealers in dry 
and fancy goods. Beyond Third, business has not yet taken any 
distinctive character. 

The first class hotels are three in number: the Occidental and 
Lick House on Montgomery, and the Cosmopolitan on Bush street. 
Three dollars per day is the charge at these hotels. At the Russ 
House, on Montgomery, American Exchange, on Sansome, and 
Brooklyn Hotel, on Bush, the traveler will find excellent accom
modations for from $1.75 to $2.50 per day. There are many cheap 
lodging houses where comfortable rooms may be had for 25 to 50 
cents per night; the most frequented of these being the "What 
Cheer," on Sacramento street, formerly the best hotel in the city. 
Cheap restaurants also abound, where good food can be obtained 
for half the cost in Eastern cities, the principal of these being the 
"Miners," on Commecial street. 

Horse-cars run at intervals of a few minutes to all parts of the 
city. The chief places of public resort are Woodward's Gardens, 
small but very tastefully arranged, containing many rare plants and 
an extensive menagerie, museum, and picture gallery, reached by 
the Howard street cars; the City Gardens, much larger, but not so 
complete, and the Recreation Grounds, reached by the Folsom street 
cars. Lone Mountain is the largest cemetery, and an hour spent in 
wandering through its shady walks is by no means lost. The horse
cars connect at Lone Mountain with omnibuses running over an 
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excellent road to the Cliff House and Seal Rock, six miles west of 
the city on the shores of the open ocean. The drive from the city 
out Bush street and the Cliff House road to the ocean, thence south 
along the beach to the Ocean Side House, and back to Mission 
Dolores by the road leading over the side of the Mission Peaks, 
from which a fine view of the city is obtained, is the best and al
most the only one which the neighborhood of San Francisco af
fords. 

The respectable theaters are four in number: The "California," 
on Bush street, lately completed, is the largest and most elegantly 
furnished on the coast, and equal to any in New York. It is devoted 
to the legitimate drama. The "Alhambra," also on Bush street, is 
devoted to the better class of minstrel performances, burlesque, 
opera bouff~. etc. The "Metropolitan," on Montgomery, and the 
"Opera House," in the same block on Washington, formerly the 
leading places of amusement in the city, are now being left behind 
by the march of the city southward, and require the presence of a 
"star" of more than ordinary fame to fill them. 

From Telegraph Hill, which is 300 feet high, and may be eas
ily reached from Montgomery or Kearny streets, a good view of a 
large portion of the city may be obtained. Russian Hill, further to 
the west, is 360 feet high, and Clay street Hill is nearly 400. The 
"1\vin Peaks," back of Mission Dolores, have an elevation of 1,200 
feet, and from their summit a view of the bay and surrounding 
country for fifty miles, including nine counties, may be had in a 
clear day. Crossing Mission Bay, by the cars over "Long Bridge," 
one reaches the Potrero, where considerable ship building is done. 
Further on, through an artificial cut in the hill, and over a bridge 
three-quarters of a mile in length, crossed by the cars, is Bay View, 
where is located a fme race track. One-half a mile to the east is 
Hunter's Point, where a dry dock, 465 feet long, 125 feet wide, and 
40 feet deep, has been excavated in the solid rock at a cost of 
$1 ,200,000. 

In the city proper there is a great lack of public parks and 
promonades: the Plaza, bounded by Washington, Clay and Kearny 
streets, and Washington Square, near North Beach, being the only 
ones which have been improved, both being very small. Ferry 
boats run frequently, however, across the bay to Alameda, Oak-

: land and Saucelito, where are extensive and beautiful parks, which 
are much frequented. 

There are 46 churches in the city, of which the most costly, and 
the finest in an architectural point of view, is the Jewish Syna
gogue, on Sutter street Many of the others, although not imposing 
in their exterior appearance, are spacious, costly, and elegant in the 
interior. Of these the principal are Calvary Pres., Dr. Wadsworth, 
comer Geary and Powell; First Baptist, Washington street; Howard 
Pres., Dr. Scudder, Mission street; Howard street Meth., Dr. Cox; 
Grace Cathedral, Epis. , comer California and Stockton; Trinity, 
Epis., comer Post and Powell, and Unitarian Church, on Geary 
street; St. Mary's Catholic, comer California and Dupont, and St. 
Francis, Cath., on Vallejo street. 

The principal libraries of San Francisco are the Mercantile, 
Bush street; Odd Fellows', Montgomery street, and Mechanics' 
Institute, on Post street. 

The schools of San Francisco are of an excellent character; the 
finest school buildings being those occupied by the Lincoln and 
Denman Grammar schools. 

The "Mechanics' Pavilion," built for the Fairs of the Mechan
ics' Institute, covers the entire block bounded by Powell, Geary, 
Stockton and Post streets, and is the largest building in the city. 

The markets of the city are an interesting feature to the stranger, 
as the fruits excel in variety, size, and perfection those found in 
any other market in the world. 

The Branch Mint coins annually $4,000,000 of gold and sil
ver, obtained from the mines of this coast. Visitors are admitted to 
witness the operations of the Mint at certain hours of the day. 
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The grain shipments from San Francisco amounted, in 1867, 

to $13,000,000. The total receipts of treasure for 1867 were 
$55 ,566,826; the exports being $41,676).92. The total amount of 
exports for 1867 was $63,093,095. 

Regular lines of steamers connect San Francisco with Japan, 
China, and all points on the Southern and Northern Pacific Coast, 
while steamboats and railroads connect it with all the important 
towns of the interior. Work. is being pushed on the Western Pacific 
Railroad, and before many months shall have passed, it is probable 
that the locomotive will come into our city direct from New York., 
opening a new era of prosperity for San Francisco, before which 
the glory of her past history shall fade. 

San Jose. The largest town of Santa Clara Valey; rapidly growing, 
contains many pleasant residences, one of the best appointed ho
tels on the coast, several fine public buildings, among which is 
Odd Fellows' Hall, and excellent schools. It is a place of frequent 
resort for San Franciscans, who make excursion trips to this place 
on Saturdays and Sundays. The climate is a mean between the 
harsh winds of the coast and the hot valleys of the interior, and the 
vicinity is consequently a resort for those afflicted with puhnonary 
complaints. Congress Springs is 10 miles west, New Almaden 16 
miles south, and Wann Springs 12 miles north. Population 7,000. 
A projected railroad from San Jose to Stockton and Sacramento, is 
completed for a distance of 20 miles to Vallejo's Mills; connected 
with Santa aara, three miles distant by a horse railroad running 
through the Alameda, two rows of willow trees. The Court House, 
in the northern part of the city, is the fmest structure of the kind in 
the State. The building cost $150,000. The view from the dome is 
one of the most charming and suggestive to be found in the State. 
San Jose is eight miles south of the head of San Francisco Bay. It 
was founded by Spanish missionaries in 1777. The Alameda or 
grove was planted in 1799. There are many fme vineyards and 
orchards in the town. Connected by railroad with San Francisco. 

San Leandro, Cal. County seat of Alameda County. A small 
town of 500 inhabitants, situated near creek of same name, 18 
miles from San Francisco, with which it is connected by the 
S.F.&A.R.R. 

San Luis Obispo, Cal. County seat of county of same name, situ
ated on stage road from Gilroy to Santa Barbara, in the midst of an 
excellent grazing country. The Paso Robles Hot Springs are 20 
miles north of this town, and are said to possess valuable medici
nal properties. Steamer from San Francisco. 

San Rafael, Cal. The county seat of Marin County, handsomely 
situated in a sheltered position about two miles east of San Pablo 
Bay, and about 15 miles north of San Francisco. The absence of 
ocean winds and fogs makes it a favored spot for country resi
dence of wealthy citizens of San Francisco. Connected, by stage 
to San Quentin Landing, with ferry boat for San Francisco. 

Santa Barbara. Located on a narrow plain between the sea and 
and the base of a range of coast mountains 3,000 feet high. Its 
southern exposure on the sea secures a mild climate, in which the 
tropical and temperate fruits flourish with equal luxuriance. Four 
miles distant are fine sulphur springs, with temperature varying 
from 60. to 180" Fahr. A favorite resort for those afflicted with 
rheumatism. The "Old Mission" is about a mile distant. The pro
lific soil is evidenced by a famous large grape vine 3 miles east, 
the stem of which is over a foot in diamter. The vine is supported 
by a trellis 76 feet long and 61 feet wide, which it completely cov
ers. It was planted from a cutting about 47 years ago. In 1867 the 
vine bore six tons of grapes; some of the clusters weighed 5 pounds 
each. It is the largest grape vine in the world, and vigorous and 
healthy. The main building of the Mission is 200 feet long, and 40 
feet wide, supporting two domes in front, with belfries of solid 
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masonry. To the left of this is a wing 130 feet long, with porches 
supported on pillars and arches. In the vicinity is a reservoir and 
orchard and the Mission gardens, in which grow nearly all the tropi
cal fruits. On approaching the Mission, from the village, one is 
struck with the magnificence of its ancient grandeur. Reached by 
steam from San Francisco, and by stage from San Jose 

Santa Clara, Cal. A pleasant village about two and one-half miles 
N.W. from San Jose, with which it is connected by a horse rail
road. It contains several fine churches and schools, among which 
is the "University of the Pacific" (Methodist), the Santa Oara Col
lege (Jesuit), in which is included the old Mission founded by the 
Spanish missionaries in early times. 

Santa Cruz, Cal. County seat of county of same name, very pleas
antly situated on a cove on the north side of Monterey Bay, oppo
site the City of Monterey. Its romantic situation and the fine scen
ery in the vicinity render it a popular resort for excursionists. A 
large amount of manufacturing is carried on here,lime and leather 
being the chief productions. Reached by steamer from San Fran
cisco, and by stage from Santa Clara, or from Gilroy via San Juan. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico. The capital and largest town in the Terri
tory, situated on a small tributary of the Rio Grande. In the popu
lation of this valley the Mexicans and Indians predominate. The 
country possesses great facilities for farming and stock raising; 
irrigation is necessary, however, for the former, on account of the 
exceeding dryness of the climate. Gold mines are found in the 
vicinity. Reached by stage from San Diego, Cal., via Tucson and 
El Paso; also from Cheyenne, U.P.R.R., and Sheridan, K.P.R.R. 

Santa Rosa, Cal. County seat of Sonoma County, situated 16 miles 
north from Petaluma, on Santa Rosa Creek, a tributary to Russian 
River; has 1,800 inhabitants. Stage runs to Petaluma. 

Scottville, Nevada. Situated in the midst of Paradise Valley, 
Humboldt County. 3,500 acres were sown to grain in this valley in 
1867. 

Seattle, W.T. Chief town of Kings [sic] County, situated on the 
eastern shore of Puget Sound. Supports a weekly paper, and is the 
site of the "Territorial University," for which fine buildings were 
erected by appropriation of $75,000 from Congress. 

Silver City, Idaho. Covers an area of about 80 acres, not being 
very compactly built. Population about 2,000. Built principally of 
wood; a few buildings are of granite. The mineral region, of which 
Silver City is the nucleus, is embraced within an area of about ten 
miles square. In the opinion of some this region is the richest in 
the world in mineral resources. There are ten quartz mills. Sum
mers short and pleasant; winters long and severe. The site of the 
town is a steep hill-side, forming the bank of Jordan Creek, and 
furrowed by three deep gulches running down to the creek, sepa
rated by three sharp ridges, across which, at right angles, the prin
cipal streets run. Reached by stage from Winnemucca, 206 miles. 

Silver Mountain, Cal. Situated in a narrow valley on the summit 
of the Sierra, surrounded by a silver mining region at the base of 
Silver Mountain Peak, which rises to an altitude of 11,000 feet. In 
entering the valley from Murphy's, the western summit pass, 9,000 
feet high has to be crossed. Reached by stage from Carson City, 
Nevada, and Murphy's California. 

Sonoma, Cal. The oldest town in Sonoma County, founded in 
1820. Many of the original adobe building still remain in a good 
state of preservation. Some of the best vineyards in the State are in 
this vicinity. The town has about 1,000 inhabitants. Reached by 
stage from Napa and Lakeville. 
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~ Sonora, Cal. County seat of Tuolumne County, situated in a re

gion formerly rich in placer mines. The town has been several 
times destroyed by fire, but is still prosperous, having over 2,000 
inhabitants. Stages run to Stockton. 

Steilacoom, W.T. County seat of Pierce County, situated near the 
head of Puget Sound, 16 miles by land from Olympia. 

St. George, U. County seat of Washington County. A town of 
3,000 inhabitants, being the centre of some 30 settlements, situ
ated in the southern part of the Territory. Tills "Southern Colony" 
is composed mostly of Mormons, presided over by one of the 12 
Apostles, each settlement having a Bishop. The village contains a 
fine stone church, three school houses and a theater, and supports a 
semi-monthly paper. The soil and climate in this section are favor
able to the culture of all kinds of fruit, especially the grape and 
pear. Wheat, com, cotton, sorghum and castor beans also flourish 
here. Reached by stage from Sal Lake City, via Fillmore. 

Stockton, Cal. The commercial mart of San Joaquin Valley and 
the southern mines. Head of tide navigation on San Joaquin River. 
Rapidly increasing in population, manufacturing and business. State 
Insane Asylum, a costly edifice located here, is surrounded by or
namental grounds. City occupies a level site. Contemplated rail
road connecting it with Sacramento on the north, Oakland on the 
west, San Jose on the southwest, and Visalia on the southeast Popu
lation, 10,000. Growth has been gradual, constant and healthful. 
The town is substantial and compact, streets wide and well im
proved. Public buildings give evidence of enterprise and taste. 
Full of pleasant permanent homes. People law-abiding, moral and 
intelligent. Surrounded by the most extensive and productive wheat 
growing lands in the State. During 1867, 864,233 bushels of wheat 
were shipped from this place to San Francisco, and the entire agri-

. -·-··-........ _ ··~- --~-- ... _...-~ 

cultural produce exported from Stockton during the same period 
amounted to $2,234,119. An artesian well near the center of the 
city supplies 360,000 gallons of water per day, which rises nine 
feet above the grade of the city. Steamers run daily to San Fran
cisco. 

Suisun City, Cal. A town of 1,000 inhabitants. situated at the head 
of steamboat navigation on Suisun Slough, 54 miles northeast from 
San Francisco, and one mile south of Fairfield, the county seat. 
Connected with San Francisco daily, by steamer. 

Treasure City, Nev. The largest town in the newly formed county 
of White Pine, situated on 1Teasure Hill, 2 1/2 miles above Hamilton, 
at an elevation of 9,100 feet above the level of the sea. It owes its 
superiority in population, business, etc., to its proximity to the first 
discovered mines on the summit of the hill, the location being in 
every respect, on account of its exposure, and scarcity of wood and 
water, far inferior to that of the towns at the base of Treasure Hill. 
A daily paper is printed here. Reached by stage from Elko or Aus
tin. 

Truckee, Cal. Formerly Coburn's Station, a mountain town of great 
vigor which has sprung up since the Pacific Railroad was built to 
that point. It is located on the Truckee River, and received its life 
from the numerous saw mills, and large amount of wood supplied 
required for use on the railroad. There are 21 saw mills in the 
vicinity. Excursionists to Donner Lake leave the railroad here. 

Thcson, Arizona. Capital of the Territory. Old Mexican town in 
the Santa Cruz Valley, in the southern part of Arizona. The mines 
in the vicinity were formerly worked extensively by the Mexicans. 
The business of the city has much improved during the past few 
years, the chief obstacle to its prosperity, and that of the surround-
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ing country, being the difficulty of access and the ravages of the 
Apache indians. The inhabitants await eagerly the completion of 
the Southern Pacific Railroad, which is to relieve them of their 
disadvantages. Reached by stage from San Diego. 

Ukiah, Cal. County seat of Mendocino County. A town of 400 
inhabitants situated in a fanning region on Russian River. Reached 
by stage from Petaluma, via Cloverdale. 

Unionville, Nev. The principal town of the Humboldt mining re
gion. The houses are generally built of adobe, one-story high, to 
avert the effects of the high winds which sweep down the cafion. 
The mines in the vicinity are rich in silver sulphurets. Connected 
by stage with C.P.R.R. at Mill City. 

Vacaville, Cal. A small town of 400 inhabitants, 21 miles north 
from Suisun. The Pacific Methodist (South) College is located 
here. Cormected with Cal. P.R.R. at Vaca by branch railroad. 

Vallejo. A growing port, from which the grain of Napa, Solano, 
and Yolo counties is shipped. It is situated on a good harbor, three 
miles long by half a mile wide, separating it from Mare Island, 
where the U.S. Navy Yard is located. It has the only grain elevator 
on the coast, and is practically the western terminus of the great 
Pacific Railway. Vessels from the leading Atlantic and European 
ports load grain at its wharves. Population 5.000. $75,000 is paid 
out monthly at the Navy Yard, which goes into general circulation. 
Climate is fme, being free from ocean winds and fog, and the ex
cessive valley heat. Reached from San Francisco by steamer. 

Vancouver, W.T. Formerly capital of the Territory. A flourishing 
town, situated on the north side of the Columbia River. about 18 
miles by water north of Portland, Ogn., which city it hopes to equal 
in commercial importance. Connected with Portland by steam. 

Victoria, B.C. A free British port at the southern extremity of 
Vancouver Island, opposite the mouth of Admiralty Inlet or Puget 
Sound. It is the chieftrading centre for Colony of British Colum
bia. Esquimalt, three miles distant, is a naval station much fre
quented by English war vessels on the Pacific coast The coal 
mines of Nanaimo on the north, and the gold fields of Cariboo in 
British Columbia, and the lumber region of Puget Sound on the 
south, are all tributary to Victoria Population 4,500. The climate 
is very genial, the temperature having a mean average in summer 
of from 60. to 65 •. . For tourists and pleasure parties the vicinity of 
Victoria offers the advantages of beautiful scenery. fine roads, and 
plenty of shooting, fishing, boating. hunting. etc. Connected by 
steam with San Francisco. 

Virginia, Mon. Chief town of Madison CoWlty; in the southern 
part of the Territory. Connected by stage with Helena, via Deer 
Lodge City. 

Virginia City, Nev. Built on the slope of Mt. Davidson, at an 
elevation of 6,200 feet. The mountain rises to the height of 7,827 
feet. Underneath it is the Comstock Lode, stretching three miles 
southward to Gold Hill. Beneath Virginia the lode is silver-bear
ing; under Gold Hill it is gold-bearing. This lode is the most pro
ductive mineral vein in the world, yielding annually $12.000.000. 
It is worked by 46 companies, who have excavated about 28 miles 
of tunnels and drifts and six miles of shafts and inclines. The larg
est tunnel is the Latrobe, 3,200 feet. The Gould and Curry has the 
greatest depth, 821 feet. 76 mills in the city and vicinity are em
ployed in reducing the ore, with an aggregate capacity for crushing 
1,800 tons daily. The whole yield of mines on the Comstock Lode 
from 1850 to 1868 is estimated at $80.000,000. The city has many 
good public buildings and elegant private dwellings. Population 
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15,000. The honey-combed condition of the subterranean portion 
of the city, owing to the mining excavations, has caused the fre
quent subsidence of portions of streets and buildings, producing 
the effect of earthquakes. Connected with C.P.R.R. at Reno by 
stage. 

Visalia, Cal. County seat of Tulare County; situated in the midst 
of a fertile plain, on one of the numerous branches through which 
Kawah River debouches into Thlare Lake. This plain is covered 
for many miles with large oak trees, and Visalia is surrounded by 
gardens, orchards, vineyards, and well cultivated fields. Popula
tion 1,500. About fifty miles east of Visalia, at an elevation of 
6,000 feet, are large groves of "Big Trees" One of these trees is 
106 feet in circumference at the base, and 276 feet in height. Fur
ther on are some of the highest mountain peaks in the State. Among 
them are Mt. Williamson, over 13,000 feet; Mt Kaweah, 14,000 
feet; Mt Tyndall, 14,376 feet; and Mt. Whitney, 15,000 feet above 
the level of the sea. Visalia has an active trade and is a very flour
ishing own Reached by stage from Gilroy. 

Wadsworth, Nev. A new Pacific RailrOad town, located on the 
bend of the Truckee, where the railroad leaves that river to cross 
the desert. It has a fine agricultural district, some seven miles in 
extent, on each bank of the river. Commencement of Truckee Di
vision of C.P.R.R., and tenhinus of Sacramento Division. A fine 
railroad bridge of one span 100 feet in length, crosses the Truckee 
at this point Extensive machine and car shops are being built here 
on account of the abundance of an excellent quality of sugar pine 
lumber. Population in April, 1869, about 1,000, mostly in employ 
ofR.R. Co. 

Walla Walla, W.T. County seat of county of same name. A town 
of about 1,000 inhabitants, situated on Mill Creek, in the midst of 
a fertile and well watered agricultural district. Reached by stage 
from Walula. 

Watsonville, Cal. A thrifty town, situated on the north bank of 
the Pajaro River, 20 miles southeast from Santa Cruz. Its shipping 
point is three miles distant on the Salinas River. Reached by stage 
from Gilroy via San Juan. 

Weaverville, Cal. County seat of Trinity County. Situated in a 
valley near the confluence of Weaver Creek and Garden Gulch. 
Formerly a very prosperous mining town of 1,800 inhabitants, but 
much reduced by fire, flood, and the exhaustion of the placer mines 
in the vicinity. Reached by stage from Oroville, via Shasta 

Weber, U. A town of 800 inhabitants, situated about 25 miles 
north from Salt Lake City, on the Union Pacific Railroad. 

Whatcomb, W.T. A small town situated on the western shore of 
Bellingham Bay. Principal shipping port of Bellingham Bay coal 
mines. 

Wilmington, Cal. The chief shipping port of Los Angeles and 
San Bernardino counties, situated on San Pedro Bay, 22 miles from 
the City of Los Angeles. Has 1,200 inhabitants. Contains bar
racks and military warehouses, being the headquarters of the 
"Southern District of the Pacific." Reached by steamer from San 
Francisco. 
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Winnemucca, Nev. A station on the C.P.R.R., 324 miles east of 
Sacramento, in the Valley of the Humboldt, named for a chief of 
the Pi Utes. fonnerly living in the vicinity. Point of departure for 
Idaho stages. Mines are profitably worked in the vicinity, espe
cially on the summit of Winnemucca Mountain, about two miles 
from the town. Fish and game are abundant. The absence oftim
ber, and the abundance of sage brush, give the surrounding coun
try a monotonous an unpleasant appearance. 

Woodland, Cal. County seat of Yolo COunty. A town of 1,200 
inhabitants, situated on Cache Creek, eight miles from the Sacra
mento River. A prosperous boarding school for boys is located 
here. Connected by R.R. with Davisville, on Cal. Pac. R.R. Branch 
R.R. nearly completed. 

Yreka, Cal. County seat of Siskiyou County. Situated in the midst 
of a rich mining and agricultural district. Reached by stage from 
Oroville. 

* Editor's note: The entry for Wadsworth is misleading. There are no 
sugar pines growing nearer to Wadsworth than the Sierra, and any supply 
there probably came from the sawmills at Truckee. Also, it seems un
likely that Wadsworth would be the divide between the Sacramento and 
Truckee divisions. 

This concludes the reprints from 
Bancroft's 1869 Guide to Travelers. 
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Marshall, Mittauer, 
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J. W . VOSE'S. 

P!f/1\(~~/)~, CABINE'r 
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METROPOLITAN -t~t'::',l·f.J1 ·.-... ~· 
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PIANOS .C..'ll ORGANS aold on month!~ iw;:allmcub. 
Every In~trun1eut wnrrnntcd for fi\'e ycnrs 

PL\.1'\0S rented from $5 per month up. Tuuiuf: !re•!. lC purchused 
within six DlOULbll, onc-hnlC the rent 1miu wiU be r·!turucu. 

BRASS ltJSTRUI\,Etns OF EVERY DESCP.IPl"IOU. 

DRUMS, CLARIONETB, FLU'rES, 
PICCOLOS, FIFES, VIOLINB, 

VIOLINCELLOS, DOUBLE BASS, GU;:TARS, i 
BANJOS, TAMBORINES, ACCORDEONS, 1 

CONCERTIN.lB, 
ROliAN STRINGS, VIOLI~ BOWS, CASES, ITC., Pl'ANO CO'IERS, 

and All kiuds of Uusical Mr rcbr..ndisc. 

Direct Importers of TOYS, FANOY GOOD;, t,; YANKI:E };'OTIONS. 

KOHLER, CH.\.SE & CO., 
Comer s.n.1omo and Cl~y Sta, 

BAN li'.i:t.Al,CISCO. 
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Oillco and General Depot, 506 Jackson S;n.Lt, San l'ranci:.<:o. 
PII!Cl::S-1~ D.>lll•·• at the P•tM>t. $1: :!lllatc Dutllo·<, $.\, F -u uloiD aU 1\rolt-c: ... Dru; 
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SJ•lccu.. Sl•luf" , 1\' umh, lut•:htiru:k, 0\':t.ri\·n. autllultanllll3li H&h 1: ·w·r.elly, wh•·u l1 w r.;, ilt rao 
l c\'C't; D.)1411t' (tt-i3 in :sll Us tot:J:.;•·f', I.o~l( of .\ppditc , U:ul J•l~ ;-.l i••u, flatnlt·ut')'. ( 'ttrtl\t ,:ut 
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n101il pt1w~riul ~t.lJU\'Uht to the t•·•nctlicto l•r•:ttl·ril.tcd r11r thij t•:ttil,l•: ~iw:ot;C.. 

ll7 !lcKidd• lh MNl k iual quauu ..... , Utili ~Cuwrul \\'"h r t1. 1 tnOKl a:.:rc·~olJlc h :H· r,t:;o 
llt ll••!llct, or bl l&U)' tilnu ot tlu: c..by, IHll' ''• or aulxcd with .\'" !' r, JJ..:d UrutL, R \!d Wiuc. 1
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\\'bitu Wluu, Cht.Wll:&C:t•v, Urilncl)', .lJilk, J-:tu. . 
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