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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone:503-635-1379 
e-mail: patera@teleport.com 

Coloma 
This issue is largely given over to a history of 

Coloma, with an emphasis on its mail and express 
communication systems, as an acknowledgment 
by Western Express of the sesquicentennial of the 
discovery of gold at Sutter's Mill in January 1848. 
Inevitably a town developed at Sutter's Mill, tak
ing the name Coloma after the Indian village that 
had been there. 

Coloma received a post office in the earliest 
round of post office establishments, inaugurated 
by a Special Postal Agent in the summer of 1849. 
Because of the thousands of letters mailed from 
Coloma in the early years, we have a rich legacy 
of covers and the letters they contained. We are 
pleased to present some of them here. 

I wish to thank the following individuals for 
their contributions to make this issue possible: 
Robert Chandler, Beverly Cola, John Drew, Chuck 
Flood, Dale Forster, Robert Livingston, Howard 
Mader, Stephen H. Marcus, Frank Newton, Edward 
Patera, Rene Simonis, Dale Wilson, and Richard 
Winter. 

This issue and next 
In addition to the tribute to Coloma, this issue 

also presents the concluding segment of Robert 
Livingston's 3-pan series on expressing in Shasta, 
Trinity and Siskiyou counties; which in turn con
cludes his larger series on California expresses. In 
all, this series presents an amazing amount of in
formation - truly a wonderful research effort for 
which we should all thank him. 

Next issue we will have an article on Gill
patrick's Express by Ed Weinberg and Dr. James 
Milgram, and some interesting material on early 
California mail contracts sent in by Dale Wilson. 
As always, we welcome material of any kind, from 
your 1000 page opus magnus to a half page illus
tration of an interesting cover. 
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The Sesquicentennial 
Your editor thinks it would be interesting to 

continue the sesquicentennial theme in Western Ex
press. Beginning in 1849 there are newspaper files 
of the Alta California that begin to supply infor
mation on developments in California. This infor
mation will be sesquicentennial material about six 
issues from now. The period between the gold dis
covery and the end of 1849 was largely chaotic, 
with an increasing number of men rushing to the 
gold fields with little or no social infrastructure to 
guide development, and precious little done in the 
way of recording events or chronicling the progress 
of settlement. 

Can anyone help with information on Califor
nia during 1848 and the early pan of 1849? Mate
rial such as letters, covers, or written accounts from 
this period would be of great interest in bridging 
the gap before we have newspaper accounts. If 
you have anything that pertains to the first two 
years after the gold discovery, and are willing to 
share it in Western Express, contact your editor at 
the above address. 

Should the approach taken with Coloma prove 
popular (let me hear what you think), there are a 
number of other places in California eligible for 
the same treatment - Placerville, Auburn, Colum
bia, or Sonora to name a few. Of course, there is 
no other place than Coloma where gold was first 
discovered, but nonetheless there are many that 
have interesting histories and a sizeable legacy of 
express and postal covers. With the proper sup
port we can keep the pages of Western Express 
full of Gold Rush cover illustrations. 

WESTPEX 
WESTPEX resumes in 1998 after a one year 

absence in deference to PACIFIC 97. It will be 
held in San Francisco, as usual, but it will be one 
week later than it would normally be scheduled. 
The dates for 1998 are May 1-3. The Western 
Cover Society will therefore hold its Breakfast 
Meeting on Sunday, May 3. More infom1ation on 
WESTPEX and the Western Cover Society's ac
tivities there will appear in the next issue. 
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Bound issues of Western Express 
The future of providing bound issues of West

ern Express is in doubt. We have been binding 8 
or 9 copies for members that want bound journals; 
however, binderies don't like such short runs and 
give them low priorities. We switched from one 
bindery that took nearly a year to do the job; the 
1996 bound volumes were done in a reasonable 
time, but they cost considerably more than what 
the Society charged the members for them. 

As a researcher who has occasion to use them, 
I know I appreciate the convenience of having four 
issues bound in one volume. If you would like to 
express your support of continuing this service, 
please contact one of the Society's officers. 

New Catalog Announcement 
Bruce Mosher has announced his intent to pro

duce a new catalog entitled "Express Stamps and 
Labels of the U.S.A." The catalog will consist of 
listings and illustrations of franks and labels is
sued between 1839 and 1917 by U.S. private ex
press, delivery and messenger companies. It will 
include many more stamps and labels than are cov
ered in totality in philatelic literature since 1865, 
and will cover real, phantom and bogus express, 
delivery and messenger stamps and labels. Publi
cation is expected in 1999. 

Bruce is soliciting photocopies of pertinent col
lector holdings for use as anonymous or credited 
inclusion in this catalog. If you can help, or want 
more information, contact him at the following 
address: Bruce H. Mosher, P.O. Box 033236, 
Indialantic FL. 32903. Telephone 407-723-7886. 

Penny Post 
This nicely published journal comes to hand 

as the quarterly of the Carriers and Locals Society 
(APS affiliate #211 ). Its articles include expresses; 
mostly East coast expresses, but occasionally a 
Western express is featured. The Society recently 
published a cumulative index for volumes 1-6 
(1991-1996). Membership in the Society is $25.00 
per year and may be contacted through Treasurer 
Martin Richardson, P.O. Box 1574, Dayton, OH 
45401. 
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Early Newspapers 
Your editor has and will continue to do inten

sive and extensive research from early Western 
newspapers, and Western Express will be the ben
eficiary by having items of interesting informa
tion inserted on its pages. Mostly these will deal 
with communication and transportation issues, but 
I have one from the Alta California that is too good 
not to share. 

Perceiving that the novice but eager Gold Rush
ers of 1849-50 could use a boost in finding and 
extracting gold, ingenious entrepreneurs came up 
with the "Goldometer"; it would not only find the 
gold for you, but make it rain so you can work the 
diggings! And there's no manual labor! The Alta 
printed it, but called it "A Precious Humbug". 
Don't know about you, but I'd sure like to have 
such a machine! 

"Great and Astonishing Discovery. To which 
the attention of the public is invited, particularly 
the mining community. There will be exhibited in 
Sonora, in a few days, Prof. Alberto Gabrialdo 
Turonski.'s wonderful Patent Hidro Electro 
Goldometer, which embraces not only the mysteri
ous agency possessed by Prof. Fletcher's 
Goldometer, of pointing out the Golden treasures 
of earth, but combines a principle contained in Dr. 
Espies theory of producing rain, by means of which, 
either on the highest mountains, or on the most arid 
plains, wherever the presence of gold indicated by 
a most wonderful and astounding affinity rain in a 
copious abundance can be had, and with these two 
inexplicable agencies under their complete influ
ence and control there is combined machinery for 
excavating the earth and extracting therefrom its 
golden particles, which are unceasing until the 
golden particles are all extracted. It requires no 
manual labor to put it in motion or to aid it in its 
operations - it has but to be carried from one place 
to another until the indication of gold is had - then 
placing it level six inches from the ground it com
mences its wonderful operations and ceases from it 
not until its labor is completed. Prof. Turonski will 
visit the principal mining districts of California, 
where can be seen the wonderful operations of 
his machine. 

Murphy's Diggings, Sept. 25, 1850." 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
# 1191 Jonathan Topper 

P.O. Box 610002 
Houston TX 77208-0002 
Collects: Early California postmarks 

# 1192 William W. Sammis 
436 Thomas Road 
Ithaca NY 14850 

#1193 

#1194 

Collects: Adhesive labels and stamps of 
U.S. Express Cos. & other independent 
carriers & locals 

Pamela P. Vogt 
1231 Burlingame Ave. 
Burlingame CA 94010 
Collects: France, flight covers, postal 
history literature 

Dan Nieuwlandt (Sustaining Member) 
1340 Sommerset Cir. 
Longmont CO 80501 
Collects: Postal history of California and 
Yukon Territory; Mexico (stamps/revenue), 
Belgian Congo 

Deceased 
Robson Lowe, #439 

Address Changes (only the new address is shown) 
Metvin J. Delgado 
P.O. Box 1241 
Susanville CA 96130-1241 

Jann Garvis 
P.O. Box 2583 
Nevada City CA 95959-1950 

Mark Baker Enterprises 
P.O. Box 1210 
Pollock Pines CA 95726 

Kip L. Thomas 
P.O. Box 80130 
Billings MT 59108-0130 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President Dale E. Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Edward A. Weinberg 
Oscar M. Thomas 
James R. Blaine 
Basil C. Pearce 
Howard Mader 
Robert J. Chandler 
Michael J. Rainey 
William C. Tatham 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors: 

Dues 
Dues notices for 1998 were sent out in early 

December. Your prompt payment will be appreci
ated, so if you haven't done so already, please send 
your check in today. Remember, dues are now 
$20.00 for a regular membership -- or you can in
crease your contribution and become a sustaining 
or patron member. 

CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

[415] 465-8290 
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CALIFORNIA TOWN POSTMARKS 
1849- 1935 

JOHN H. WILLIAMS 
1997, 1,504 pages, two volumes, cloth, over 17,000 full size drawings of markings 

edition of 450 copies, will not be reprinted $105.00 post paid 
$110.00 with disk 

The book is arranged first by counties as most State Postal History collectors think of there material in this 
manner. A detailed post office - county index as "The County Finder" is included in the book. This is especially useful 
when different post offices had the same name. 

The County Finder is now on the INTERNET, this file is free at http://www.pbbooks.com. This flle is quite large 
and may give some difficulty in downloading, for $5.00 we offer this file on a 3V2'' floppy disk for an IBM or IBM 
Compatible personal computer, as with the on line it can be searched for names and part names by your Web Browser. 
Mac users will have to download it to get into this format. 

The book is devoted to the Town Postmarks, ie CDS, and not to the killers or other markings but still much such 
information is provided. The notes column indicates killers found with duplex markings, the various styles of 4 Bar and 
Elliptical killers are indicated along with some notes on Flag Cancels, etc. For appearance some killers are illustrated 
with the markings. 

THE HANDSTAMPS OF 

WELL, FARGO & CO. 
1852 to 1895 

John F. Leutzinger 
1993 Second Edition, 382 pages, cloth, over 300 drawings of markings, 59 halftones, 

edition of 750 copies, will not be reprinted $45.00 post paid 

From the appearance of the first edition in 1968 "Leutzinger" has been the standard work on WF Handstamps. 
The author and the Western Cover Society have worked continuously to update this work. There are now over 300 
different types of markings arranged in 25 Groups. 

Between 1852 and 1895, Wells Fargo handled perhaps 75 million covers and used over three hundred different 
handstamp types to mark them, thus there is much material to collect. At first the handstamps served as franks. After 
printed franks were introduced in August 1855, the handstamps became cancelers. The handstamps are arranged into 25 
Groups by design, undated, but roughly chronological. Mostly US but also Mexico, Panama and Vancouver Island. 

The block letter ovals introduced in 1852 - 1853 are Groups 1 and 6; messengers on the fast river steamers used 
the elaborate designs of Group 2; handstams with the classic Old English "Express," common in the 1850s, are Group 3; 
special1850s double ovals and circles for the supply centers of San Francisco, Marysville, Sacramento, and Stockton, and 
the dated ovals of the 1860s and 1870s are Groups 11 and 12; the decorated handstamps of the 1880s and 1890s are 
Groups 10 and 16. 
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Coloma as seen from across the river on a print published by Alex Hunter of Hunter's Express, based in 
Placerville. It is undated but probably dates to no later than 1853. Courtesy of John Drew. 

COLOMA. A brief history 
© 1997 by Alan H. Patera 

Coloma is where it all began. Although it has 
been determined that gold had been located and 
identified in California prior to 1848, little note 
had been taken of it; when people talk about "The 
Gold Discovery", they refer to Coloma. 

The first nugget of gold was picked up and 
identified here by James Marshall, inaugurating the 
Gold Rush and the settlement of California's inte
rior. Much has been written of the gold discovery, 
the events leading up to it and the excitement that 
followed, the effects on James Marshall, the ef
fects on John Sutter, and how it launched San Fran
cisco into the role of World City, but little has been 

written about the emergence of California's first 
mountain town. By and large the town of Coloma 
that developed at the site - the first town in the 
gold fields - has been overlooked. The name is 
well known as a "first" because of the gold dis
covery; in the next several years the town of 
Coloma would rack up a few other "firsts" as well. 
We won't neglect the gold discovery - it was a de
fining event - and we will present the words of 
both James Marshall and John Sutter regarding the 
event and its aftermath, but then we will take a 
look at the town that developed, focusing on why 
it was important and why it withered. 
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The Discovery 
The way Peter Wimmer told it in 1856, we 

came very close to having the "Peter L. Wimmer 
Gold Discovery" monument. In his account, 
Marshall and Wimmer went out together to inspect 
the mill race that morning, both saw the shiny 
nugget, but Marshall "was a few steps in advance" 
and thus first picked up the gold. Marshall later 
disputed Wimmer's presence; and Marshall will 
be remembered through the ages, while Peter 
Wimmer was forgotten in his own time. 

The date settled upon as~ date is January 
24, 1848 on the basis of entries in the diaries of 
Henry Bigler and A. Smith; however, there are sev-

., 
. ;:.· 
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eral other claims to the honor. Peter Wimmer rec
ollected it to be in early February and the Febru
ary 1848 used on the Au map of 1857 without doubt 
came from Wimmer, who was still living in 
Coloma. An early print of Coloma asserts the date 
as January 20, and in his 1859 account for 
Hutchings California Ma~azine, James Marshall 
maintains the date was January 19. In his later 
years Marshall would autograph cards for tourists, 
on which the discovery date was given as January 
19th, 1848 (see below). However, the January 24th 
date is what is used on the State Historical Marker, 
and that's the date that is observed as the anniver
sary of the gold discovery. 

"~ ·r·{· • ~·u· ; .. n1.J . -0-' ~--1\v .•. . J .~~n, ,. ~ · ; , : r . 
; • • # • • • ' : ·: • • •• • • ~ '( 
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f.D i .a tN ~l(LtFo~N f:\ 

. ~ran ua ry ·:.1:9 t:l~ ;~ t~~ ~-

Autographing cards for twenty-five cents is about the only way James Marshall made any money 
from his discovery of gold at Coloma. Courtesy of John Drew. 

What better way to relate the story of the discovery of gold than to relate the words of James W. Marshall 
and John A. Sutter, as printed in Hutchings' California Magazine, Vol. 2 no. 5, November, 1857: 

The Discovery of Gold in California. 
To the lovers of history, nothing can be more welcome and valuable than the unvarnished narrative 

of events, from the actors themselves: therefore, we feel the greater pleasure in presenting our readers 
with the following statements, with which we are favored: one from the good old pioneer, Gen. John 
August Sutter; and the other from Mr. James W. Marshall, the favored discoverer of the gold,-- and who, 
unitedly, are the fathers of The Age of Gold .... 

The following is Mr. Marshall's account of his discovery of the gold: 
Being a millwright by trade, as there was a ready cash sale for lumber, I concluded to seek a location 

in the mountains and erect a mill, to supply the valley with lumber. Some time in April, 1847, I visited 
New Helvetia, commonly known as the 'Fort,'; where I made my resolution known to John A. Sutter .... 
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.... about the 27th ofAugust we signed the agreement to build and run a saw-mill at Culluma. On the 
third day (I think) afterwards, I set out, with two wagons, and was accompanied by the following 
persons, employed by the flrm of Sutter & Marshall, viz: P.L. Wimmer and family, James Barger, Ira 
Willis, Sidney Willis, Alex. Stephens, Wm. Cunce, James Brown, and Ezekiah Persons. 

On our arrival in the Valley we first built the double log cabin, afterwards known as Hastings & 
Co.'s store. Abut the last of September, as Capt. Sutter wanted a couple of capable men to construct a 
dam across the American river at the grist mill - near where the Pavilion now stands - I sent the two 
Willis', as the most capable; (Wm. Cunce being in feeble health, left about the same time;) and I 

I 
received Henry Bigler, Israel Smith, Wm. Johnston and --- Evans in return, and shortly afterwards I 
employed Charles Bennet and Wm. Scott, both carpenters. The above named individuals, with some 
ten Indians, constituted my whole force. 

While we were in the habit at night of turning the water through the tail race we had dug for the 
purpose of widening and deepening the race, I used to go down in he morning to see what had been 
done by the water through the night; and about half past seven o'clock on or about the 19th of Janu
ary.... I went down as usual, and after shutting off the water from the race I stepped into it, near the 
lower end, and there, upon the rock, about six inches the surface of the water, I discovered the 
gold. I was entirely alone at the time. . .... I then four or five pieces and went up to Mr. Scott 
(who was working at the carpenter's bench making mill wheel) with the pieces in my hand, and 
said, 'I have found it.' 

'What is it?' inquired Scott. 
'Gold,' I answered. 
'Oh! no,' returned Scott, 'that can't be.' 

.. ·~· · ·;.. --.. -
af;. ----.-... .. -

... ~._::: · 

Drawing of the scene of the gold discovery made by 
bottom it says "Situation of all hands on the mill at the time 
sawing, three men hammering, Marshall saying"/ have 
to Peter Wimmer's assertions, Marshall places him back 

Marshall, two years after the discovery. At the 
brought the gold and showed it." It shows two men 

it", and M. Scott saying "I guess not." Contrary 
the cabin for several hours after the discovery. 
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I replied positively, 'I know it to be nothing 
else.' 

Mr. Scott was the second person who saw the 
gold. W.J. Johnston, A. Stephens, H. Bigler, and 
J. Brown, who were also working in the mill yard, 
were then called up to see it. Peter L. Wimmer, 
Mrs. Jane Wimmer. C. Bennet and J. Smith. were 
at the house; the latter two of whom were sick .... 
About 10 o • clock the same morning, P.L. Wimmer 
came down from the house, and was very much 
surprised at the discovery, when the metal was 
shown him; and which he took home to show his 
wife, who, the next day, made some experiments 
upon it by boiling it in strong lye, and saleratus; 
and Mr. Bennet by my directions beat it very thin ..... 

The first piece of gold which I found, weighed 
about fifty cents. Mr. Wimmer, having bought a 
stock of merchandise some time about May or June, 
1848; and Mrs. Wimmer being my treasurer, used 
four hundred and forty dollars of my money to 
complete the purchase; and among which was the 
first piece of gold which I had found. Where that 
went, or where it is now, I believe that nobody 
knows. 

J. W. Marshall." 

The statement of John A. Sutter: 

December 1997 
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CALIFORNIA MAGAZINE. 
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TRE DISCOVERY OF GOLD IN CAL IFORNIA . 

GEN. JOHN A. SUTTER. 
(~ n .t..mt,.. .. JL B. V•-.1 
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Counesy of Edward Patera 

"It was in the first part of January, 1848, when the gold was discovered at Coloma [the Indian name 
and pronunciation is Cul-lu-ma, (beautiful vale,) ... ] where I was then building a saw-mill. The contrac
tor and builder of this mill was James W. Marshall, from New Jersey. In the fall of 1847, after the mill 
seat had been located, I sent up to this place Mr. P.L. Wimmer with his family, and a number of labor
ers, from the disbanded Mormon Battalion; and a little later I engaged Mr. Bennet from Oregon to 
assist Mr. Marshall in the mechanical labors of the mill.... I was very much in need of a saw-mill, to get 
lumber to finish my large flouring mill, of four run of stones, at Brighton, which was commenced at the 
same time, and was rapidly progressing; likewise for other buildings, fences, etc., for the small village 
ofYerba Buena. (now San Francisco.) .... 

It was a rainy afternoon when Mr. Marshall arrived at my office in the Fort, very wet. I was 
somewhat surprised to see him, as he was down a few days previous; and when, I sent up to Coloma a 
number of teams with provisions, mill irons, etc., etc. He told me then that he had some important and 
interesting news which he wished to communicate secretly to me, and wished me to go with him to a 
place where we should not be disturbed, and where no listeners could come and hear what we had to 
say. I went with him to my private rooms... I forgot to lock the doors, and it happened that the door 
was opened by the clerk just at the moment when Marshall took a rag from his pocket, showing me the 
yellow metal; he had about two ounces of it; but how quick Mr. M. put the yellow metal in his pocket 
again can hardly be described .... Then Mr. M. began to show me this metal, which consisted of small 
pieces and specimens, some of them worth a few dollars; he told me that he had expressed his opinion 
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to the laborers at the mill, that this might be gold; but some of them were laughing at him and called 
him a crazy man, and could not believe such a thing. After having proved the metal with aqua fortis, 
which I found in my apothecary shop, likewise with other experiments, and read the long article 'gold' 
in the Encyclopedia Americana, I declared this to be gold of the finest quality, of at least 23 carats. 
Mter this Mr. M. had no more rest nor patience, and wanted me to start with him immediately for 
Coloma; but I told him I could not leave, as it was late in the evening and nearly supper time, and that 
it would be better for him to remain with me till the nexn morning, and I would travel with him, but this 
would not do: he asked me only 'will you come to-morr9w morning?' I told him yes, and he started for 
Coloma in the heaviest rain, although already very wet, taking nothing to eat.. ... 

I gave all my necessary orders to my numerous laborers, and left the next morning at 7 o'clock, 
accompanied by an Indian soldier, and vaquero, in a heavy rain, for Coloma. About half way on the 
road I saw at a distance a human being crawling out from the brushwood. I asked the Indian who it 
was: he told me 'the same man who was with you last!evening.' When I came nearer I found it was 
Marshall, very wet; I told him that he would have done petter to remain with me at the fort than to pass 
such an ugly night here; but he told me that he went up to Coloma, (54 miles) took his other horse and 
came half way to meet me ..... The next morning we went to the tail-race of the mill, through which the 
water was running during the night, to clean out the gravel which had been made loose, for the purpose 
of widening the race; and after the water was out of the race we went in to search for gold. This was 
done every morning: small pieces of gold could be seen remaining on the bottom of the clean washed 
bed rock. I went in the race and picked up several pieces of this gold, several of the laborers gave me 
some which they had picked up, and from Marshall I received a part. I told them that I would get a ring 
made of this gold as soon as it could be done in California; and I have had a heavy ring made, with my 
family's coat of arms engraved on the outside, and on the inside of the ring is engraved, 'The first gold, 
discovered in January, 1848.' Now if Mrs. Wimmer possesses a piece which has been found earlier 
than mine Mr. Marshall can tell, as it was probably received from him. I think Mr. Marshall could have 
hardly known himself which was exactly the first little piece, among the whole .... 

Before my departure I had a conversation with all hands: I told them that I would consider it as a 
great favor if they would keep this discovery secret only for six weeks, so that I could finish my large 
flour mill at Brighton .......... about two weeks later, after my return, I sent up several teams in charge of 
a white man, as the teamsters were Indian boys. This man was acquainted with all hands up there, and 
Mrs. Wimmer told him the secret... As soon as this man arrived at the fort he went to a small store in 
one of my outside buildings, kept by Mr. Smith, a partner of Samuel Brannan, and asked for a bottle of 
brandy, for which he would pay the cash; after having the bottle he paid with these small pieces of gold. 
Smith was astonished and asked him if he intended to insult him; the teamster told him to go and ask 
me about it; Smith came in, in great haste, to see me, and I told him at once the truth - what could I do? 
I had to tell him all about it. He reported it to Mr. S. Brannan, who came up immediately to get all 
possible information, when he returned and sent up large supplies of goods, leased a larger house from 
me, and commenced a very large and profitable business; soon he opened a branch house of business at 
Mormon Island ..... 

So soon as the secret was out my laborers began to leave me, in small parties first, but then all left, 
from the clerk to the cook, and I was in great distress; only a few mechanics remained to finish some 
very necessary work which they had commenced, and about eight invalids ... 

What a great misfortune was this sudden gold di,scovery for me!.... From my mill buildings I 
reaped no benefit whatever, the mill stones even have been stolen and sold. My tannery, which was 
then in a flourishing condition, and was carried on very profitably, was deserted, a large quantity of 
leather was left unfinished in the vats, and a great quantity of raw hides became valueless as they could 
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Reconstruction of Sutter's Mill in the Marshall Gold 
Discovery State Historic Park at Coloma. It is 
situated about halfway between the park visitor's 
center and the original site of the mill. 
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View of Sutter's Mill as it appeared on the 1857 Au 
map. After being idled in 1853, the mill was dis
mantled in 1856 and the timbers purchased by John 
McGonnigal, who, along with Coloma jeweler J.W. 
Seeley, commenced to turn the oak timbers into canes 
to be sold to tourists for $10 or $12 each. 

(Empire Coullly Argus.JWM 3, 1854) 

Several beams that had been buried were excavated 
and are on display at the State Park near the replica of 
the mill. 

not be sold.... got a number of wagons ready, loaded them with provisions and goods of all kinds, 
employed a clerk, and left with about one hundred Indians, and about fifty Sandwich Islanders (Kanakas) 
which had joined those which I brought with me from the Islands. The first camp was about ten miles 
above Mormon Island, on the south fork of the American river. In a few weeks we became crowded, 
and it would no more pay, as my people made too many acquaintances. I broke up the camp and started 
on the march further south, and located my next camp on Sutter creek (now in Amador county), and 
thought that I should there be alone. The work was going on well for a while, until three or four 
traveling grog-shops surrounded me.... This whole expedition proved to be a heavy loss to me. 

At the same time I was engaged in a mercantile firm in Coloma, which I left in January, 1849 -
likewise with many sacrifices. After this I would have nothing more to do with the gold affairs. At this 
time, the Fort was the great trading place where nearly all the business was transacted. I had no 
pleasure to remain there, and moved up to Hock Farm, with all my Indians .... " 
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A Town Emerges 
Although the spot was referred to as Sutter's 

Mill for several years, the name "Coloma" quickly 
entered the vernacular. It was the name of a Maidu 
Indian village that occupied the flats along the 
south side of the South Fork of the American River. 
At first the name was transmitted by spoken word, 
and Coloma became the destination of all those 
heading for the gold mining area, referred to as 
"The Placer" in early newspaper accounts. When 
the name was put in print, it was written phoneti
cally, according to the preference of the writer, and 
came out as "Culoma", "Columa", "Culloma", 
"Culluma", "Caloma", "Colomo" or "Coloma"; 
though the latter spelling eventually won out, the 
confusion in the spelling was perpetuated by news
papers, the U.S. Post Office Department, and Wells 
Fargo for several years. 

When Gold Fever swept the eastern States in 
1848, leading to the great Gold Rush of 1849, little 
was known of California. The three places that 
filled the public perception of California were San 
Francisco, Sutter's Fort, and Coloma. Many a 
'49er left instructions to his family to write to him 
at Coloma. Coloma became the destination, and 
from here prospectors fanned out to discover gold 
at many points in The Placer, along what became 
known as the "Mother Lode". 

Coloma was a destination for several reasons 
besides the discovery. First, it was relatively easy 
to get to in a land with no roads. Sutter's Fort and 
the city of Sacramento that enveloped it could be 
reached by boat from San Francisco; from Sutter's 
Fort, the South Fork of the American River was 
the shortest route into the mountains - which is 
why it was selected as the site for a saw mill in the 
frrst place. Hoover & Rensch, in Historic Spots in 
California, state the earliest route went through 
Mormon Island, near the junction of the forks of 
the American River; but a July 1848 map drawn 
by Lt. William Tecumseh Sherman, of later Civil 
War fame, shows the route bypassing Monnon Is
land and passing through the hills to the south of 
the South Fork. The 1850 "Map of the Mining 
District of California" by William A. Jackson 
shows a route by way of Willow Spring and Green 
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Sp 'ngs, which is approximated by today's road up 
Green Spring Creek. By all accounts the route 
crossed Weber Creek and Granite Creek and came 
into Coloma from the south, entering the town on 

wlat is now Highway 49. 
While most of those headed into the mountains 

h the single-minded intent to dig gold, there were 
those who realized that all these gold seekers would 
need provisions and supplies, and would be able 
to pay for them in gold. Since the bulk of the min
e9 were headed towards Coloma, it was good busi
nefs sense to follow them. As gold was discov
ered on the Georgetown Divide between the Middle 
and South Forks of the American, as well as up 
Weber Creek and areas to the south, camps were 
formed that also funneled into Coloma for supplies. 

I Coloma also became the initial distribution 
ce~uer for communications. Even if you had a 
claim in some brush-choked gulch 25 miles away, 
you had to go into Coloma to have any hopes of 
sending or receiving any written communications. 
It has not been precisely determined when Coloma 
received official sanction from the Post Office 
D~partment to provide a mail service, and it prob
ably never will be. Sometime in late June or early 
July of 1849, Special Postal Agent Allen visited 
Coloma and probably the post office dates from 
that time; by the time the information was trans-
1ued to Washington D.C. and officially entered 
O? the books, it was November 8, 1849, On this 
same date six other offices, including Sacramento 
and Stockton, were established, and San Francisco 
was added on the 9th. Thus Coloma added an
other "first", the first post office in the gold re
g'on. 

Even had the gold discovery occurred else
where, Coloma was certainly an eligible location 
for a town. The South Fork of the American River 
has several areas where it is constricted between 
stfep hills above its confluence with the North 
Fprk, but approaching Coloma it widens into a 
v~ey with extensive flats on either side of the river. 
Above Coloma the river emerges from a canyon 
that signifies the end of the foothills and the be
ginning of the Sierra Nevada - the end of the easy 
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"Map of the Mining District of California", by Wm. A. Jackson,J850. "Culoma" is shown as a town reached 
by trail from Sacramento City. Courtesy of Dale Wilson 

penetration of the mountains along the river. To Times, was Charles E. Pickett, who stated his lo
reach the divide between the Middle and South cation as 75 yards below the sawmill, well away 
Forks, it was necessary to cross the South Fork, so from what became the town of Coloma. Pickett 
makeshift ferries came into existence at several was also one of four delegates from Coloma to the 
locations- the first one at Coloma. The discovery Territorial Convention held in San Jose in Febru
of gold at Spanish Flat, along John town Creek, and ary, 1849. 
the very rich dry diggings at Georgetown made Another early mercantile establishment was 
the Coloma crossing an imponant one. Shannon & Cady, who sold general merchandise 

At first the town of Coloma had no real focus in the Spring of 1849; in December of the same 
other than the sawmill, which was worked con- year their pannership was dissolved. Oliver and 
tinuously to supply materials for buildings and Charles Olmsted kept a store until they sold out to 
mining works. The first merchants set up anywhere Thomas Goodall in December 1849. In May 1849 
in the vicinity. Unfortunately, we may never know Dr. Henry Bates announced he had established a 
much about these pioneers, for their businesses hospital at Coloma - the first hospital in the min
were often ephemeral. Peter Wimmer laid in a ing region. Coloma also had the first cemetery in 
stock of supplies for sale by May 1848, and we the mountains. 
know that the original log cabin became Hastings Edward Gould Buffum, author of Six Months 
& Co.'s store. One merchant who advertised in in the Gold Mines, mined on the South Fork in the 
1849 in the new Sacramento paper, the Placer summer of 1849. He purchased two months pro-
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visions at "one of the stores" at Coloma early in 
his stay. Returning to Coloma some months later, 
he observed: "I found matters very much changed 
at Culoma; the little settlement of three houses had 
grown into a large town. Buildings were being 
erected in all parts of it, and hundreds of tents whit
ened the plain." 

The town took on added importance when 
Coloma merchant J. T. Little constructed a bridge 
over the South Fork upstream from Sutter's Mill. 
This added another first for Coloma, the flrst bridge 
in the gold region, completed in May 1850. This 
first bridge was apparently located near where the 
Sacramento road entered town, near the southern 
end of the village of Coloma. 

December 1997 

of a tunnel to divert the river, and the 
of a wagon road to Georgetown, but he 

gone from the scene by 1853 
Little may have contracted the construction of 
first bridge to E.T. Raun; at any rate, owner
of the Coloma bridge passed to E.T. Raun (& 
. They also constructed and operated a bridge 
the South Fork at Salmon Falls. Raun took 

of the exceptionally dry spring and sum
of 1855 to construct a more substantial bridge 

north end of town, at the spot where the South 
bridge still spans the river today. 

A main street evolved paralleling the river -
h at this point is more east-west that north

- and perpendicular to the bridge. When 

John T. Little was the most prominent early 
booster. He owned the largest store, for which rea
son he was unwillingly appointed postmaster. 
Bridge building and ownership was a lucrative busi
ness. Little's expenditures on the Coloma bridge 
were nearly $20,000, but revenues amounted to 
$250 a day, more than enough to pay for the con
struction and leave a handsome profit, without hav
ing to lift a shovel or pan for gold. Little was also 
the moving force in a mining project involving the 

crossed the Raun bridge in 1857 from the 
P.rn·cr'"l""'"'" side, you would find H.T. Plant's store 

Store of gunsmith Frank Bekeart, who est•Wlifslu.td 
probably constructed in 1856 and is now 

in front of you. To the right, on a 
that angled toward Sutter's Mill, was J.C. 
n's blacksmith establishment, where you 
get your wagon repaired or have any type of 
work custom done. Among the first mer
of Coloma, with a location near the Raun 
was Frank Bekeart, gunsmith, who estab-

his business in April 1849. In 1853 he jour-

The brick building was 
as a souvenir shop. ( 1997 photo) 
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neyed back to the Atlantic states and returned in 
May1854 to resume business at the same location. 

Most of the businesses built to the south (east) 
of the present bridge crossing, and before long there 
was a two block stretch that was lined with the 
most substantial buildings yet seen in the moun
tains. It was all built of wood frame construction, 
presumably the wood coming from Sutter's Mill. 
John Huntress, a dry goods merchant on the east 
side of Main street, six lots up from the bridge, 
advertised his establishment as "The Brick Store", 
but in reality it was just a frame building painted 
to look like brick. Many of the businesses, in ad
dition to having their name on a sign, would also 
hang out a picture for the benefit of the illiterate; 
the Coloma Livery Stable had a picture of a horse, 
and S.H. Weller used the sign of a coffee pot for 
his hardware store. The north (west) end of town, 
towards the mill, became the location of gambling 
dens, brothels, and the Chinese population. 

Information on the early building up of Coloma 
is sketchy. The only newspapers in the state were 
in Sacramento and San Francisco, and they had a 
devil of a time getting information. Someone might 
write in when there was a major altercation, but 
when the weather cooperated and the digging was 
good, everyone was employed, and when the 
weather was bad it was difficult to get any word at 
all. Though the Placer Times and the Alta Cali
fornia had regular correspondents, the news from 
The Placer in 1849-50 was meagre, often given 
over to rumors of new diggings. Nobody, appar
ently, had the time or interest to chronicle the 
growth of a town. 

Building in brick 
The first brick building in Coloma was Sam 

Weller's hardware store, which the Argus of May 
27, 1854 noted as recently completed and the only 
fireproof building in town. Fire was a major con
cern of every mountain town, and Coloma had its 
Hook and Ladder Co. However, buildings were 
built of wood, highly combustible in the dry sum
mers; fire-fighting equipment was inadequate, and 
the water supply frequently undependable. For
tunately Coloma never had a major conflagration. 
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In Junel855 someone set fire to a shed back of the 
A 1gus office, but it was isolated and confined. The 
Nbw York Bakery caught fire several times, but it 
was quickly extinguished each time. 

Nonetheless, threat of fire constituted a shap
ing element for Coloma. In the summer of 1856 
P~acerville, Diamond Springs, and Georgetown -
three of El Dorado County's largest towns -- all 
sustained major fires that destroyed their entire 
business sections. In Placerville, several brick store 
b?ildings had been erected, and all but one sur
v,ved the fire with their stock intact. In a gener
ots gesture, the Argus proprietors even allowed 
t~e Placerville Mountain Democrat to print an is
sue on their presses until they could get set up in 
Placerville again. 
I Even before the fires of 1856 several merchants 

htd mentioned their intention of erecting fireproof 
b 'ck buildings, including John Huntress, who was 
g ing to take down his painted frame "Brick Store" 

Front of Robert Bell's brick store, one of Coloma's 
most impressive ruins in 1997 
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Coloma Main Street in 1853, originally published in Pictorial Union. January 1854. 

and erect a building with real bricks. In March of anyone doing county business had to go to Coloma, 
1856 Murphy & McKinstry erected a kiln and ac
cepted contracts from Huntress, Mat. Hughes and 
T. Elkus for enough bricks to build them stores. 

The Huntress building was completed by the 
end of the summer. The first brick for Sam Weller's 
new 40x60 brick hardware store was laid on Au
gust 12, 1856, and he was open in the fall. The 
remnants of the substantial buildings built in 1856 
are evident today, although for some of them only 
the foundations remain. The most notable brick 
ruin is that of Robert Bell's store on Piety Hill; 
most likely the Argus had folded before this build
ing was erected, dating it to the end of 1856 or 
early 1857. Bell had been in partnership with A. 
Dunn until June 15, 1856, but neither of them are 
mentioned in a June 1855 business directory. As 
the successor to Dunn & Bell he probably con
tracted for brick construction as a sole proprietor 
in 1856. After this time Coloma began to languish, 
and it is probable that the period of construction of 
substantial buildings in Coloma had come to an 
end. 

The County Seat 
On February 18, 1850 the California Legisla

ture created El Dorado County, and as the fore
most town, Coloma was designated the county seat. 
It was a plum. Having the County Seat meant that 
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thereby benefitting the merchants, hotels and 
amusement parlors there. 

Being the county seat also meant that Coloma 
was the location for executions, which were pub
lic events in the early years. James Logan and 
William Lipsey were hanged the same day, No
vember 3, 1854, each having been convicted of a 
murder. The newspapers were generally against 
public executions and did not give them much cov
erage, but the Argus estimated this event brought 
5,000 people into town, probably the largest as
semblage 19th century Coloma ever gathered. 
Another double execution, of J.V. Crane and 
Mickey Free on October 26, 1855 similarly drew 
a large crowd. Even after the county seat had been 
removed to Placerville, Coloma's superior facili
ties made it the site for executions: on January 23, 
1857 Andrew Best and Elijah Archer were 
"launched into eternity". Despite the moral ob
jections, the merchants, hotel and saloon keepers 
loved the executions for the business it brought in. 

Because it was the county seat, Coloma be
came the location for the first newspaper in El 
Dorado County with the publication of the Empire 
County Argus on November 19, 1853. The Argus 
published weekly until its suspension on Novem
ber 8, 1856, providing us with three years of cov-
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erage on activities in Coloma. The first editor 
was Dan. W. Gel wicks, who proclaimed the Argus 
to be Democratic in its politics, but overall a cham
pion for ElDorado County. Gelwicks wasn't the 
owner, however; he published a political piece by 
demand of "the proprietors of the Argus" in the 
issue of January 14, 1854 with a disclaimer that he 
didn't agree with the sentiments. Next week he 
was out of a job, so he moved to Placerville and 
bought the American, converting it into a Demo
cratic paper. George Vincent conducted the Argus 
for a few months, then sold it to C. Woods, who 
then took on as a partner William J. Forbes. From 
these pioneer editors we have our best glimpses of 
life in early Coloma. 

For the most part, Coloma was a quiet and or
derly town. There were no gunfights or bar-room 
brawls. Only two killings are reported on the pages 
of the newspapers. On March 16, 1855 a fight 
erupted in the north end of town in a "house of ill 
fame known as the 'Lone Star of Texas"' during 
which a shot was fired, killing proprietor Ellen 
Wilson. A number of persons attended her ser
vices. Then on September 15, 1858, Andrew 
Brown shot a competitor for the affections of a 
young lady from ambush, and then made his es
cape. 

As rich gold deposits were discovered else
where it became clear that Coloma was not the rich-

...,. - -
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e~t diggings in the mine fields. Weber Creek and 
th'e Hangtown diggings recorded some fantastic 
finds, and the town of Placerville on Hangtown 
Creek surpassed all the camps in the county in 
population and importance. While Coloma settled 
into its status as a prominent village with perhaps 

I 
600 inhabitants, Placerville could boast 5,000. 
I Still, the South Fork of the American River 

yielded generously. Working near Coloma in 
March 1854, Wakefield, Campbell and Constantine 
took out $1,600 in 39 days. Curiously, the loca
tipn of Sutter's Mill was on ground that was not 
cfaimed and mined until April1854, when James 
Picket & Co. filed a public notice. New discover
ies were made in the summer of 1854 on Pleasant 
Flat, just across the river and upstream from 
Coloma. In general miners would make $12 to 
$

1

16 per day-- hard work, but good pay. 

lhe County Seat Fight 
By 1853 Placerville was clearly the largest 

town in El Dorado County, and the active citizens 
trere wanted to enhance its importance by taking 
tpe county seat away from Coloma. A vote was 
rprced in 1854 to establish the permanent county 
seat, and in addition to Coloma and Placerville, a 
bid for the honor was also made by Mud Springs 

ElDorado), Diamond Springs, and for a while 
was a contender, though by election 

it was Greenwood on the ballot. Arguments 

Ruins of the Coloma jail as 
seen in 1997. It was completed 
in 1856 when Coloma was 
trying to defend its position as 
county seat against Placerville. 
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proliferated in the Argus and in the Placerville 
newspapers about which town was most suitably 
located. Placerville touted its size and importance, 
the good roads and communications, and its cen
tral location. Coloma claimed equal roads and 
communications, and noted that Coloma was much 
easier of access to those on the Georgetown Di
vide than was Placerville. In the election Coloma 
won by a plurality, polling 4,600 votes to Placer
ville's 3,734. Diamond Springs had 2,073 votes, 
Mud Springs 685, and Greenwood 441. The citi
zens of Placerville were surprised at their lack of 
success, but they didn't cry "foul". 

The subject of relocating the county seat dis
appeared for a year, but Placerville was not easily 
discouraged. They felt they deserved the county 
seat and set out to get it, this time working with 
their clout in the State Legislature. In 1856 they 
forced another election, held on May 17, this time 
restricting the contestants to Coloma and 
Placerville. Anticipating the support of ElDorado 
and Diamond Springs, and with new and popu
lous diggings about Grizzly Flat and Indian Dig
gings, they expected an easy victory. The issues 
were much the same, except that since the 1854 
election the County Supervisors had expended 
$16,000 to build the substantial jail that remains 
today in Coloma. The Argus pointed out that this 
was money wasted if the county seat were removed, 
and made the needless expense of county funds 
for relocation another reason for voting for Coloma. 

Again, Placerville lost, with the official vote 
Coloma 7,452 to Placerville's 5,931. This time 
the Placervillians cried "foul", and indeed there 
was something wrong. Most attention was focused 
on two precincts, Dry Creek House and 
McDowell ville, which voted for Coloma 872 to 2 
and 562 to 0 respectively. Problem was, there were 
hardly any voters in these precincts; a year earlier, 
in the vote for Governor, Dry Creek House polled 
21 votes and McDowellville polled 25. It was clear 
the votes were fraudulent. A few other precincts 
also had surprising and inflated results in favor of 
Coloma, such as Uniontown's 811 to 16 vote. 
Placerville claimed ballot stuffing, and said they 
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had taken the precaution of sending representatives 
to each precinct and getting the tallies from the 
election judges prior to their being sent to the Court 
House to be counted, and claimed that the true vote 
showed Placerville the winner, 5,926 to 5,280. 

Coloma claimed the Placerville vote was also 
inflated, showing how the vote was more than 
double what it had been in the 1855 elections (2,448 
in 1856, 1 ,222 in 1855). Coloma further claimed 
she had sufficient votes to have carried the elec
tion, were the Placerville vote not inflated, and that 
Placerville agents had submitted the fraudulent 
votes from Dry Creek House and McDowellville 
so that they could cry "Fraud!" when the vote was 
against them. Charges flew back and forth; the 
Argus called the editor of the Placerville Ameri
can a "slanderous cur" and questioned his integ
rity. 

Nonetheless, D.C. McKenney, the County 
Clerk, based in Coloma, certified the results, and 
Coloma remained the county seat temporarily. 
Placerville held an "indignation meeting" at hav
ing been denied their prize, and went to work in 
the Legislature. There they met with success in 
getting the Legislature to overturn the election, and 
by administrative decree Placerville was designated 
the county seat ofEl Dorado County, which it has 
been ever since. In March 1858 former sheriff and 
Coloma resident D.E. Buel introduced a bill in the 
State Legislature to remove the county seat from 
Placerville and reinstate Coloma, but it was to no 
avail. 

Decline, but survival 
In the heat of the politics over the county seat, 

the Mountain Democrat said Coloma's position 
was one of desperation, for if she lost the county 
seat she would tum into an insignificant mountain 
village. There was some truth to this, for running 
the county's business brought many to Coloma that 
otherwise would have no need to go there. After 
losing the county seat Coloma found herself out 
of the mainstream. The Trans-Sierra Wagon Road 
was an important issue in the late 1850s, but it went 
through Placerville and bypassed Coloma. Coloma 
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The Sierra Nevada House was one of Coloma's leading hotels and the depot for several of the stage lines that 
connected at Coloma. It was located on the east side of the street, with its rear facing the river. The proprietor 
was Robert Chalmers. who cast his lot with Coloma and was a resident there until his death in 1881. Just to the 
north of the Sierra Nevada House was the Wells, Fargo & Co. Express office. Courtesy ElDorado County 
Museum. 

was still important as a crossing for those headed 
north and south, to Georgetown or along the route 
of today's Highway 49, but it lost its destination 
starus, and even Georgetown had more direct con
nection to Sacramento than through Coloma. The 
other pillar of the town was the river mining along 
the South Fork and the hill diggings around Span
ish Flat and Kelsey's. After 1857 the productivity 
of mining declined, and so did Coloma. 

It was when it became clear that Coloma would 
lose the county seat that the Argus folded. It was 
apparently revived under different ownership, but 
copies of this later paper do not seem to be known, 
and it did nothing to reassert Coloma as the voice 
ofEl Dorado County. There was still enough busi-

ness to sustain a small town, but less profitable 
businesses began to move out. One example was 
T. Elkus, who established himself in Coloma as a 
tailor, and even took on a partner in 1855. In late 
1855 he also opened a restaurant with A. Kline, 
and in the Spring of 1856 expressed his intention 
to build a brick store; but by June1857 he moved 
to Placerville, where he opened a clothing store 
and vended his tailoring talents. But even reloca
tion did not guarantee success; on March 8, 1858 
his stock was sold at a Sheriff's sale because he 
was unable to pay his debts. 

When mining declined and businesses folded, 
Coloma turned to the only resource she had left
agriculture. H.H. Bancroft said "fruit raising ar-
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rested total decline". As early as 1849 potatoes 
were grown in the area, and a wide variety of crops 
thrived there. Local gardeners grew strawberries 
and watermelons, and orchards were planted in and 
about town. A few of the fruit trees planted during 
the gold rush survive and bear fruit today. The 
French Gardens and Smiths Gardens were two of 
the recreational gardens that flourished at Coloma. 

Still, agriculture was hardly sufficient to sup
port but a small population, and Coloma became a 
backwater village, sustaining some benefit from 
her famous name that brought tourists there to take 
a look ai the place where gold was first discov
ered. 

Communications 
Jose~h Grammer is the first person known to 

have traveled to and from Coloma for the purpose 
of carrying letters, probably early in 1849, before 
Coloma had a post office. Grammer's Express is 
noted by Robert D. Livingston (Western Express, 
October 1991) as being a one-man express, pick
ing up Ooloma letters at the San Francisco post 
office and delivering them in Coloma for $1.00 
each. Presumably he carried letters back to San 
Franciscb to put in the mail service as well. Thus 
Coloma fan also claim the first express into the 
mountairls. Undoubtedly many letters were also 
carried td Sacramento and San Francisco by men 
who wert going there on other business. 

Coloma Post Office 
As noted, a post office was established at 

Coloma by a Special Postal Agent by the begin
ning of July 1849. Jacob T. Little is listed as the 
first postmaster of record in the pre-county, terri
torial entry in the Post Office Department records. 
Curiously, his name is not transferred forward in 
their books; however, the name is confirmed in a 
list of post offices in California published by the 
Alta California of September 26, 1850. The only 
place the name "Jacob" is used is on the official 
postal redords; for the postmaster was none other 
than Johf1 T. Little, merchant and entrepreneur. 

It is urclear how the mail was handled for the 
the summer of 1849, but in the Sacramento Placer 

Page 20 I 

December 1997 

Postmasters of Coloma (to 1970) 
8 Nov 1849 
13 Jan 1851 
4 May 1853 
31 Jan 1854 
2 Aug 1854 
19 Jan 1855 
11 Apr 1857 

18 Nov 1859 
28 Jun 1861 
5 Apr 1862 

21 Aug 1863 
23 Jun 1871 

13 Nov 1902 
10 Jul1906 

24 Aug 1935 
1 Jan 1943 

8 May 1964 
3 Aug 1965 
30Jun 1967 

Jacob T. Liule 
Stephen S. Brooks 
Peter L. Wimmer 
A.D. Waldron 
Daniel Waldron 
Robert F. Davis 
Cornelius Courtney 
William H. Bodfish 
J.C. Brown 
Robert Chalmers 
Stanley F. Childs 
John Price 
Cora Price 
Broder Ralph Heikens 
Ray R. Rosenberger 
Mrs. Zelma B. Rosenberger 
J .F. Brune (Acting) 
Mrs. Audrey J. Wykert 
Miss Margaret Bridgham 

Times of September 8, 1849 James Birch an
nounced his "U.S. Mail Line of Stages" between 
Sacramento and Coloma. 

The earliest known cover from Coloma bears 
a manuscript marking of0ctober20, 1849. Since 
this is earlier than the official establishment date 
of November 8, it is proof that Coloma had a post 
office established earlier. A circular date stamp, 
smaller than normal with a double ring and 
"Culloma, Alta Cal." in the dial, was in use in late 
1849, and continued to be used well into State
hood. By 1850, the post office had not just one 
postmarking device, but four new ones! They are 
all spelled "Culloma" and are identified as "Alta 
Cal."; one is a plain circular date stamp, but the 
other three respectively had a 12 1/2, 40 and 80 
within the postmark dial to accommodate the most 
common rates to California towns and to the East 
Coast. 

Events were happening in rapid succession, so 
that for most of the time these postmarks were used, 
the "Alta Cal." on the postmark was inappropri
ate. On September9, 1850 California was admit
ted to statehood. In 1851 the post office began 
using a new postmarking device, still spelled 
"Culloma" but acknowledging the state as "Cal.". 
This device was used until 1856. Starting in 1857 
and thereafter, all postmark devices have spelled 
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CUlLOM A ALTA CAL. I 40 handstamp in red on stampless cover to the Messrs. 
Crooker, merchants in Bath, Maine. It is dated Aug 11 on the postmark and 5 
Aug 1850 on the letter inside. At this time the "ALTA CAL." was inappropri
ate,for California was already a Territory and awaiting Statehood. Courtesy 
of Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 

I 

CULLOMAALTA CALhandstamp in red with a 12112¢ rate to nearby Auburn. 
The postmark is dated June 5, as is the letter inside, with the year 1851. This 
uses the "ALTA CAL" device over nine month'i into Statehood. 
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Postmarks used in Coloma through the 1850s 
(from John Williams' California Postmark Catalog. published by Leonard Hartmann. 1997) 

ELD- 400 ELD - 410 

ELD- 440 ELD- 450 

CAT. NO. SHAPE DIMENSIONS 

ELD- 390 ms 
ELD- 400 2c 26 . 5 

23 . 5 4L 
ELD- 410 lc 30.5 8L 
ELD- 420 lc 30.5 8L 
ELD- 430 1c 31.0 8L 
E,LD- 440 lc 30.5 8L 
ELD- 450 1c 32.5 14L 
ELD.:. 460 lc 32.5 10L 
ELD- 470 1c 32.5 10L 

ELD- 420 

ELD- 460 

EARLIEST LATEST 

20 OCT 49* 29 DEC 50 
-- OCT 49 13 APR 51 

11 DEC 49 3 JUN 51 
26 FEB 50 13 NOV 50 
25 APR 50 1 JUL 50 
12 NOV 50* 
13 SEP 51 1 FEB 56 
4 JUN 57 20 SEP 57* 
4 AUG 58 21 AUG 60 

VALUE 
7 
7 

5 
5 
5 
6 
5 
3 
3 

BLD- 430 

BLD - 470 

KILLER I NOTES 

40 RATE 
12~ RATE 
80 RATE 

A recent change to the Culloma list extends the latest known usage of ELD-420 to 28M ay 1851 . 

•
. -. 

, 
. 

- -
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The Coloma post 
office in Apri/1997 
serves the State 
Park and a few 
local residents. The 
Lotus post office is 
only a mile away. 
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The Coloma handstamp was also applied to incoming mail, as demonstrated by the two covers on this 
page. The above cover originated in Harpers Mills ( 1 845-98), Virginia, which today is known as Riverton, 
in Pendleton County, West Virginia and was addressed to namesake Ezekiel Harper in Coloma California. It 
was given a manuscript cancel of October 11 ( 1850 ). The manuscript 10 was the wrong rate; the encircled 
"40" is correctly applied. Unfortunately the addressee was no longer in Coloma; the Culloma marking 
shows its arrival and forwarding to San Jose, with 12 112¢ added to make a total of 52 112¢ collect. 

Similarly, the Culloma handstamp was applied as a forwarding mark on the cover below, which origi
nated in Belleville, Illinois on May 15, 1852. From there it traveled east "via New York" and by ship via 
Panama. By the time the letter arrived, John Snyder was in San Francisco, where he received the letter at 
Box 90. It bears a handstamp "10" with a manuscript "5" for forwarding. 

the name "Coloma". It is somewhat surprising the 
Post Office Department insisted on the spelling 
"Culloma" for such a long time, for the spelling 
"Coloma" was in common usage by 1853 and was 
the spelling used by the Empire County Argus. 

It was a busy office. On April 15, 1854, the 
Argus noted "Over 4000 letters and packages left 
the Coloma Post Office for the Atlantic States, for 
the mail that leaves today." A month later, on May 
13, the Argus observed "Two Thousand Letters 
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were 
day last, the Atlantic States." Many of these 
were not for "'v,,v .... aresidents, but for people headed 
for the gold and notifying friends and family 
to write to at Coloma. The newspaper peri-
odically puu ... ., .... ,... a list of names of people who 
had letters unclaimed at the post office. It 
frequently several hundred names. To 
ac<;or.nm.oo.ate the patrons the post office was open 

7 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 
on Sunday from 10 till2. 

was appointed postmaster on Au
gust 2, 1 He was a respected member of the 
community. In February 1854 he was advertising 
his book and stationery store, and his brother, A.D. 
Waldron postmaster, in April he went into part-
nership with Vincent, who at the time was 
also owner the Argus. He conducted the post 
office along his store. Then, in the Argus of 
January 6, 1 we have the following: "Post Of-
fices and Masters. Some two months since 

nJ.c:~..;u, ... , 'stepped out' and went to parts un-
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known, so far as we are advised. Since which, the 
Office has been under the charge of Mr. R.F. Davis, 
who, as we are informed, is an applicant for ap
pointment to the place made vacant by the absen
teeism of the old incumbent. Furthermore, we are 
informed that one Shade Duncan, who was formerly 
somewhat distinguished in this County in connexion 
with the Census and for not making his returns ex
actly in season, is fishing for this same Coloma Post 
Office. We are also told that this Duncan does not 
reside in the County, but is living about the Custom 
House or Post Office or some where else in San 
Francisco, and is backed in his application by par
ties in that city. Mr. Davis as we are informed, is 
supported by parties residing here and daily doing 
business at the Office. We shall look with some 
interest to see how this femily [sic] mater [sic] is 
settled. It will be interesting to know whether the 
citizens of Coloma can have their wishes complied 
with, or whether wire workers in San Francisco 
exercise jurisdiction over the federal pap in El 
Dorado." 

Said to be Coloma in a scene of excitement. Is this the express pouch coming in? 
Courtesy ElDorado County Museum 
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On February 24, 1855 it was announced that 
R.F. Davis had been appointed postmaster. Former 
postmaster A.D. Waldron was still a resident of 
Coloma in 1857. 

Telegraph 
A new dimension was added to Coloma's com

munications network as telegraph was extended 
to Coloma from Sacramento by mid-February, 
1854. The Argus commented on February 18, 
1854, "Click, Click, Click- The lightning line has 
been extended to our town, and now as we pass up 
the street, we hear its busy click, telling transpir
ing events. We are now within hailing distance of 
San Francisco. Hurrah for telegraphs." A year 
later this meant that news of the collapse of Adams 
& Co. reached Coloma and the gold region the 
same day it was known in San Francisco. 

Expresses 
In the same issue James Birch advenised his 

stage line in the P Iacer Times, he also advenised 
"For the Mines. Birch's Express Line to Sutter's 
Mills, at Coloma, by way of Mormon Island. 
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Leaves S. Brannan's store, Sacramento City, ev
ery morning at 7 o'clock. Returning will leave the 
St. Louis Exchange, at the Mills, every morning at 
6 1-2 o'clock, (Sundays excepted)." 

Birch's stages were commended on their regu
larity in September and October of 1849, but when 
the fall rains began the situation changed. The 
winter of 1849-50 was exceptionally wet; the 
mountain streams rose and the Sacramento River 
overflowed, inundating the fledging Sacramento 
City. Roads were impassable, and Birch pulled 
off his stages, disrupting the mail service. There 
was so little travel that the Alta California and the 
Placer Times had little to report on The Placer; 
and in fact, most of the miners were unable to work 
because of high water, and were hunkered down 
to wait out the winter. The difficulties oftranspon 
this winter are ably described in the letter of B. 
Brown, transcribed on pages 29-30. 

By early February the situation had improved, 
and the Placer Times of February 9 noted "The 
roads in all directions are getting very passable, 
and the mail between this city and Coloma goes 
through regularly." It would be a month before 

This busy cover has four markings; Wells Fargo OPHIR (near Auburn in Placer County), Benicia (on the 
route from Sacramento to San Francisco) Jan 1, Sacramento Jan 9, a faint Culloma on top of the Ophir, 
and a manuscript "missent". It is addressed to Gold Hill, California and dated 31 December 1854 on the 
letter. There have been several places called "Gold Hill" in California, but this one is the one near Coloma, 
in ElDorado County. In 1855 the folks at Gold Hill announced they had changed their name to Granite 
Hill to avoid confusion. Courtesy Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
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A~ & Co. oval in red on cover to Tandler & Co. in San Francisco. Courtesy of John Drew. 

Birch put a stage back on the route, driven by ei- Placerville-Coloma Express beginning in 1851 
ther himse1f

1
or by Anson Briggs. which sutvived until he sold out to Wells, Fargo in 

This time he had some competition. In the 1853. McConnell & Co. 's express advenised un
Placer Times of March 23, 1850 is found the ad- til March 3, 1855, when it too was presumably 
venisement "Brown, Knowlton & Co.'s Califor- taken over by Wells Fargo. 
nia and U. Sptes Express. Packages and letters of The main competitor of Wells Fargo was 
every description, gold dust and coin, will be for- Adams & Co., who were established in Coloma 
warded frmr San Francisco, Sacramento City, when the Empire County Argus began publication 
Stockton, Fremont, Vernon, Yuba City, Marysville, on November 1853. The Adams & Co. agent was 
Coloma, and from all parts of the mines .... " In A.A. Van Guelder, a lawyer and notary public who 
May, Gregory 's Express announced their intention had a home and gardens directly across the river 
to enter the fiield, and by the end of July 1850 Gre- from Coloma. As the early newspapers had lim
gory was ad~enising an office at Coloma. ited news-gathering ability, they relied heavily on 

Birch so1d his stage line to Coloma to Anson the expresses, both for word-of-mouth communi
Briggs in thb fall of 1850, but continued to be in- cation and for exchanges with other newspapers 
volved in other California stage routes. Cole & as well as official papers. It was good public rela
Briggs sold ~he stage line to William McConnell tions to acknowledge the expressmen, and most 
of Coloma, r ho ran McConnell & Co.'s Express every issue contained a notice such as the follow
from Colorya to Sacramento, connecting with ing in the first issue of the Argus: "Our thanks are 
Wells, Fargo & Co. McConnell allied himself with due to the Expresses of Adams & Co. and Wells, 
Birch at the end of 1853 and the stage line was Fargo & Co., for favors during the past week." 
incorporated into the California Stage Company, By prophecy or stroke of luck, Van Guelder 
which h~ld ~ near_monop?ly in California staging. resigned his position with Adams & Co. on Janu
James Brrchl was Its president. ary 24, 1855 --less than a month before the failure 

Other e~press companies served Coloma to of Page, Bacon & Co. caused the collapse of Adams 
fulfill the chmmunications needs of El Dorado & Co. His successor was W.H. Reed, formerly 
County. A!lex Hunter, of Placerville, ran a Cashier of the company's Sacramento office, who 
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was left to deal with the wreckage. The suspen
sion of Adams & Co. was announced on February 
23, 1855. The issue of the Argus on March 3 re
flected upon the event: 
"Adams & Co. The suspension of this banking 
house, on Friday week, created great uneasiness 
in this community. The house has always been 
considered one of the strongest in the State; and at 
the counters money has, heretofore, been forthcom
ing when wanted. Adams & Co. have in this county 
five agencies, all of which closed their doors on 
the 23d; and when it is remembered that at least 
$225,000 was on deposit with them and principally 
belonging to miners, it is not strange that excite
ment reached a high pitch - the more especially, 
also, as Page, Bacon & Co. had just gone by the 
board, jeopardizing many dollars belonging to de
positors in this county, and Wells, Fargo & Co. 
trembling like an aspen .... " 

The California employees of Adams & Co. 
tried to capitalize on the public perception that they 
had done a good job and the failure was not their 
fault by organizing into the Pacific Express Com
pany to carry on the express part of the business. 
They made their position clear that "The business 
will be strictly and solely a forwarding one, hav-
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ing no connection with banks or bankers." (Moun
tain Democrat, March 10, 1855). W.H. Reed con
tinued in Coloma as agent for the new express, 
and the Argus continued to tender them thanks for 
favors received. Meanwhile the Sheriff attached 
the office and office fixtures of Adams & Co. in 
Coloma and sold them at a tax sale on August 6, 
1855, to raise money to help satisfy the many 
claims against the company. W.H. Reed moved 
on to manage Wells Fargo offices at Marysville, 
Portland and Stockton. Postmaster R.F. Davis was 
agent for Pacific Express by November, 1855. 

Wells Fargo entered Coloma with George 
Searle as agent in November 1853. Searle was 
probably also an employee of William McConnell; 
but by October McConnell had disposed of his own 
express to Wells Fargo and was listed as the Wells 
Fargo agent. He was also proprietor of the "Ohio 
Store" in Coloma, where he sold "Family Grocer
ies, Provisions, Liquors, Cigars ... " as well as 
"Boots, Shoes and Clothing". He also did team
ing, delivering goods wholesale to outlying camps. 

George Searle returned as agent on April 5, 
1856 until he in tum was replaced on June 1, 1858 
by Paul Mitchell, who ran the agency through the 
1860s. 

·' . 
. .. ,' . · -~··. ~.:~:- -~.; .···:. 

. . ... 

Nicely struck Wells, Fargo & Co. oval on cover to San Francisco. Courtesy John Drew. 
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Staging 
As wagon roads were extended to the various 

camps of El eorado County, stage routes would 
be established to accommodate travelers. The 
Placerville ~d Coloma Stage Line connected the 
county seat , ith the largest town in the county on 
a daily schedule. It was run by George Condee & 

Co. I 
A daily line was run by Robert Ellis from 

Georgetown ~o Coloma by way of Spanish and 
American Flats. His offices were at the Nevada 
House in Gf orgetown and Winters' Hotel in 
Coloma in November 1853. 

Jenkins & McConnell ran "two splendid Con
cord coachesj' on the run to Sacramento . . 

In the spring of 1854 the Mountain Line be
gan a daily st~ge to Auburn, roughly following the 
present High~ay 49 to Knickbocker Canyon (be
tween Pilot Hill and Cool), where it descended to 
the North F~rk American River, then climbed 
steeply to Auburn after crossing at Oregon Bar. In 
August 1854 ~· Tallman of Coloma ran a stage on 
the same rou,e. 

In December 1854, Robert Ellis, who con
ducted the sj ge lines of the Georgetown Divide, 
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announced his Accommodation Stage line- a north 
south route connecting Georgetown to Diamond 
Springs, by way of Johntown (Garden Valley), 
Coloma, Cold Springs and Mud Springs. But the 
big news in December 1854 was the announcment 
by Hall, Colby & Co. of a new stage line to offer 
competition to the California Stage Company to 
Sacramento. Birch's line held a monopoly on stage 
travel and the price of passage was deemed high. 
It was thought an opposition line would lower the 
prices on both lines. Birch found it was to his ad
vantage to simply buy the new company, which he 
did within two weeks of its first trip. The fare from 
Coloma to Sacramento was raised to make up for 
the money lost for the two trips the fare had been 
lowered during the competition. 

After losing the county seat in 1856 and the 
decline of mining after 1857, Coloma no longer 
played a central role in the economy ofEl Dorado 
County. When Alta Express Company established 
itself in the county in October 1857, it opened of
fices at Placerville, Diamond Springs, El Dorado, 
Georgetown, .and Negro Hill. Coloma was not 
mentioned. 
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Letters from Co{oma 
The following section includes a number of letters written in the 1850s and are datelined or post
marked at Coloma. Some of them are mundane, some are partial or have rips or tears rendering part 
of the message unreadable-- but all give some insight into life at the time. Spelling has been rendered 
as it is in the original, and they are presented in chronological order. 

Suters Mill 

Dear Margaret, 

: .... ,. 

·i 

,. 

Datelined Sutter's Mill on June 13, 1849, but not postmarked until it received 
the San Francisco straight-line on July 2, this is a letter from W.G. Brown to 
his wife in Keokuk, Iowa. Courtesy of John Drew. 

June 13th, 1849 

I wrote to you a few (days) ago from San Francisco and told you that I had not seen any letter from 
you since I arrived in California. But after I had written, I received a letter out of (post) office which 
was overlooked- it was dated the 3rd of April. You must know that I was over joyed(?) when I found 
the letter. It was backed my Mr. Ruts(?) and I expected to have received a letter from him, but did not 
get any. We left San Francisco for this place about a week ago for this place. We arrived at Suters Fort 
in three days. There we embarked on wagons for this place - a distance of 50 miles - which we was 
three days more traveling. We arrived here this evening at Suters Mill where the gold was first discov
erecl. We find things pertly much as we heard of in the states. Everything extradinary high - for 
example sas( uage) pork one dollar per pound - flour the same- potatoes one dollar per pound- sataratis 
(?) ten dollars per pound and everything else in proportion. Horses - three hundred dollars a piece -
mules the same - lumber five hundred dollars per thousand. We stopped at a house last evening where 
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the man had a very fine cow - we asked him what he would take for her and he said he did not want to 
sell her for he had paid two hundred dollars. We asked him what he would charge for some milk. He 
told us we could have some for one dollar a pine - we thought that rather high and got along without it. 
Everything is about the same proportion up here in the mines. But in San Francisco things are com
paratively low - consequently you will discover that freight is very high - a man won't work for less 
than ten dollars per day - such a state of things are almost incredible- but they are even so. If men don't 
(find) twenty five or thirty dollars per day mining, they are dissatisfied and quit. We find things about 
as expected in regards to mining. There can be a good deal of money made by the men that are 
industrious, the trouble that we anticipated from robbers and ruffians are all a fudge. People are as 
honorable here as any place in the world. They have had some trouble with the indians, but it has 
subsided in a measure and the indians left. We will commence mining probably (the) day after tomor
row. We shall probably go about 12 miles from here on the Middle American Fork where, it is thought, 
the best diggins are at present. We are all in good health and spirits and hope to come out rite side up. 
I am writing late at night in a tent and you will excuse my briefness. I fell as I have before within 
writing that it would be one of the greatest pleasures on Earth to see you. I hope you are comfortable 
and contented as much as possible. Direct your letters to San Francisco where I have arrangements to 
have them sent to me - so good night Margaret - kiss the little one for me and I ever remain yours. 

W.G. Brown 

I want to say a word to Mr. Death in Haste. 

Mr. Death 
Dear Friend, I am now writing in the tent of Mr. Nickles, a young man who used to be with Mr. 

Smith in Oscaloosa. He spoke (?) you and wished me to tell you to inform his friends where he was -
if you should see them - my wife will read her part of this lettr to you -let you know the nature of things 
here --?--Mr. Suters --?-- Sawmill? is one of the common (?) kind of Sawmills with one saw. Suter-
?-- sold it some time ago and one (part?) of (it) sold yesterday at twenty four thousand (dollars). So 
you can form some idea of the abundance (of) money in this country. If you was here, you (would) 
make a fortune trading in one year - how long this state of things will last is hard to tell. 

I will write you a full account some other time. 
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The following letter is from a would-be merchant to his wife in New York City. The description of 
trying to get goods to Coloma from Sacramento is most interesting, as his assessment of what goods he 
would like to have shipped for sale the following winter. The letter was written in December 1849, but 
was not postmarked until March 4 [1850] in New Orleans. The cover is so dark and the postmark so 
faint that it is not reproduced here. 

Culloma Dec. 27 I 49 

My Dear Sarah, 
I wrote you my last letter no. 8 by Mr. Pierson 11 Nov. in which I stated our intention to 

go into the mountains 8 or 10 miles beyond Culloma but the rainey season having come on 3 or 4 weeks 
earlier than usual has blocked all our arrangements & Providence has hedged us in completely & we 
are stuck & got to remain the rest of the Winter 2 miles shon of reaching Culloma. 2 of Mr. Moseley's 
Springfield org. joined us went to Sacrimento City & got 6 mo. provision & a team of our own but the 
rain came on so powerfully that we were 3 weeks getting 40 miles with our load & after strugling for 8 
weekes in the rain & mired in mud & lost pan of our team we brought up at our present location with 
one load & I had to pay $90.00 freight to get 900 lbs. brought 8 miles to bring our provisions together 
& our Springfield friends are stuck on the road 12 miles below us. My health has been verry poor 
owing to the fatigure & exposure to rain & lying on the wet ground, we have now got our tent as 
comfortable as a tent can be with a cover for our fire so we can cook in the rain. We have been so 
drenched in rain that we could not cook for 3 or 4 day at a time & lived on raw meat & pilot bread & 
keep in bed day & night to keep the chills off & now in building a log house which we have nearly 
finished I have strained that old shot in my side & have been for 2 days so I could not get a full breath 
or turn myself in bed or lie in but one position except in the greatest agony. Some better today. I have 
not heard from you since June & only suceeded in getting my chest & Trunk from San Francisco to 
Mormon Island last week & David & I went down 25 miles & packed up our Bedding & clothing most 
necessary through the rain & mud a pretty hard job I assure you. I hope there will be more regularity 
about the mails in the spring when our constitution takes effect & our new government is organized. 

We have some prospect of being able to make our expenses where we are in digging gold through 
the rainy season & in the spring we shall go into trade for I am not able to dig & it is verry uncertain 
business but trade in the mines will pay from 1 to 500 percent. Woolen 1/2 hose 3 to 4.00$ Hickery 
shirts 4 to 6.00 Red flannel shirts & drawers 6 to 8 & all other good anicles in proportion. A poor 
artickle wont sell. Thick shoes 3 to 6$ first quality of thick boots are now $32.00. The pair blankets 
from 20 to 30 the pair. Provisions on account of the early rains & bad wheeling are extremely high. 
The freight from Sacrimento to Coloma has been $50.00 the 100 lbs. or $1,000 the ton. Pork, flower, 
beans, pilot bread are $1.00 lb. Spurm candles 2 to 4.00 lb. butter 3.00 cheese 2.00 pickles in half gal. 
jars $6.00 jar at retail hams 1.50 bacon 1.25 dried apples 1.25 and these are the prices in the principle 
depots about the mines but if packed on mules into the mines they are still higher. Cullome is the place 
that we have selected for our store about the head of waggoning on the river, a verry pretty & rapidly 
increasing place of from 2 to 3000 inhabitants formerly known as Sutters Mills & contains from 50 to 
7 5 wood buildings. 

Now what I want if your health is sufficient is for you (if you please) to look arround among your 
friends & acquaintance & make them this offer to ship goods to me such as I shall designate, it will take 
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6 month for goods to arrive here & six mo. to sell them & I will give them 12 percent from the ime the 
goods are shiped till I send back the cost & interes[t] which will not vary much from 1 year & there is 
no mistak[e] in the trade. We shall probably commence business as soon as the wheeling will admit 
which will be about May. Now if any goods are shiped to me they must be shiped to Sacrimento City 
instead of Sanfrancisco, as it costs about equal the price of the goods in N.Y. & the freight around the 
Hom to have them landed & reshiped at Sanfrancisco. Andrew is verry anxious to ship goods. I do not 
know how his military coats have sold that I left with Pendleton & Co. I am expecting to hear every 
day, they were about the poorest stock that could be sent to this market. 

Goods suitable for this market- clear or mess pork, good butter & cheese (butter milk all worked 
out) dried apples [sperm & steime] candles, pickles in 1/2 & 1 gall., fair plug tobacco, pilot bread, white 
beans, ground coffee, goot thick clothing of all kinds with some sock coats of about 3 lines, shins, 
drawer & 1/2 hose included hickery shins & summer pants for miners & all anickles of clothing must 
be of a good & substancial kind, poor shop work wont sell. The only safe way to pack butter & cheese 
is to take liquor casks that are clean & air tight, then put a case of common muslin around each cheese 
then pack them in the center of the cask one above another, then pack in your butter around them till 
your cask is full & if the butter milk is thoroughly worked out & your cheese old & dry it will keep 
round the hom as good as when packed. Dried apples must be dry & packed as close as you please. 
Liquor caskets also pilot bread. There may be some that would be glad to find a market & 12 percent 
for their money, they should send the bill of lading the first mail & an invoice of the 'goods to me at 
Culloma & it would be well to send a duplicate invoice the 2nd mail. I dont know why it is that I do not 
get letters from you except one that letters that have come to Geo. S. Wardle & Co. ---- have been 
neglected to be sent as my trunk & chart were. I sent expressly by a merchant at Mormon Island about 
6 week since to them for my letters & the answer was they had a package of letters for me but they could 
not lay their hand on them. Just them & two full of business to look them up but would & send them by 
an express which runs weekly & charges 1.00 a letter for taking & delivering but no letters have come 
as yet. My letters must be directed direct to Culloma & not to the care of any one. Goods shiped should 
be for the winter trade. Should be shiped as early as possible say April or May in order to arrive at 
Sacramento City before the rainy season sets in. The Lord only knows why we have been thus hedged 
up in our way & not permitted to reach the spot we had in ---- for wintering buT so it is & we must be 
reconciled to the ways of providence however misterious, we have the promise that all things shall 
work together for good to them that love God. If we get our business into successfull operations what 
say you to cominng out if your health will admit, probably Mr. Pendleton has given you information in 
regard to the country, the vilages are fast filling up with the wives of those that are established in 
business. I don't urge the matter but merely through out the hint as it will probably be 2 or 3 yers before 
I shall be able to return with a ample fortune for life, for as I wrote you before there scarcely one to 100 
that makes a fortune in one year among the miners. Remember me to the children, Rogers & all good 
friends & give me the news as I have no time to write to any one except you. The lord be with us & 
preserve us to see each others faces again. 

Yours, B. Brown. 
28 still better today. 
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This letter is from a young miner from Boston, writing back to his former employer, who advanced him 
the money to make the trip to California. He hadn't had much success in the mines thusfar, but was 
hoping to make his fortune that spring and summer and return home in the Fall. This wonderful letter 
is courtesy of Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 

Datelined March 25, 1850 and postmarked with the first Culloma hands tamp, theM arch 
26 date handwritten into the dial of the postmark. 

Culloma, March 25th, 1850 
Francis Fisher Esqr. 

Dear sir 
It is now two months since I had this pleasure, 

and it becomes incumbent upon me to inform you of my whereabouts; On finding there was no chance 
for me with Capt. Cook, and all efforts to procure a situation in the City having proved unavailing, I 
resolved to start immediately for the mines in company with the young man with whom I was staying, 
notwithstanding the rainy season was not yet over, thinking we might at least pay our way, which 
would be much better than remaining in town at a heavy expense of board. We started up on the fifth 
of February and stopped at Weavers' Creek three weeks where we made expenses in the intervals of fair 
weather, but the constant rains swelled the creek and drove us out, which induced us to come up here. 
This is the place where the gold was first discovered, formerly called Sutter's Mills; it is a place of some 
five hundred inhabitants and is the general depot for the supply of the adjacent mining region. We have 
been here now nearly three weeks working within two miles of the town and have barely paid expenses 
on account of the continuance of the rains; it is too wet to push into the mountains as yet, but as soon as 
the weather becomes settled, we intend to strike tent and leave for better 'diggins'. I have been unlucky 
ever since I arrived in the Country, but I am by no means discouraged; Dame Fortune has treated me 
with cold indifference, but she is known of old as a wily coquette requiring great perseverance to win 
her; I shall strive hard the coming season to merit a slight smile at least, and if successful I think I shall 
be home in the fall. My greatest anxiety at present is to get enough to take up my note in your hands, 
the money for which you was so kind as to advance me without other security - that done, I shall feel 
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more at ease. Although I have enjoyed good health since I left home, and have learened [sic] a great 
deal the ways of the world, still I almost wish myself back in the old Counting Room, and that I had 
never started; I say almost; a full acknowledgement may come in my next letter. The rainy season is 
not yet over though it is closing up gradually. The country, with the exception of a few flowers, bears 
the same dull cheerless aspect as in the heat of summer. The mail closes tonight and I must hurry up 
town with my letter. I have received no news from home since I left San Francisco; I have left orders 
here to have my letters brought up. Remember me kindly to your family and to each of the junior 
members of the fmn. 

And Believe Me Truly Yours 
JohnS. Scott 

This cover also dates to 1850, and although it is only two months later than the letter 
shown on the page 33, it received a different handstamp, with the 40¢ East coast rate 
shown in the dial, as well as a separate PAID marking. It is also to Massachusetts, 
but unfortunately there is no letter remaining with the cover. 

About the same time JohnS. Scott was writing to Francis Fisher, Esqr., the letter on the 
following page was being written in Germany for delivery to another miner at Coloma. 
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EARLY WURTTEMBERG COVER TO COLOMA 
by Richard F. Winter 

\. 

· ~ 
1 ! . ·ur..·a , . ,, . 
~- . . .· t 44n.£4L.. 

Oberndcrf, Wurttemberg, 26 March 1850, to Coloma, ElDorado County, Upper Califor
nia., carried under the U.S. -Bremen postal agreement of 1847. Bremen debited U.S. 24 
grote for 1/2 - 1 oz. letter. New York marked $1.52 postage due. Small blue ADV/2, 
presumably of Coloma, marked upper right when letter was advertised. The letter was 
later returned to Germany. 

Figure 1 illustrates the outer sheet of a folded 
letter addressed to Coloma. It probably survived 
to pass into philatelic hands today because it did 
not remain in California. Only a small number of 
covers to or from California have survived that 
were carried under the terms of the first Bremen 
Treaty during the period 1 June 1847 to 1 July 1851. 
I have recorded five covers, this being the only 
one going from Germany to California. 

A postal arrangement between the United 
States and the Hanseatic republic of Bremen was 
concluded in June 1847, the first bi-lateral postal 
agreement between the United States and a Euro
pean government. The basic rate between the two 
signatories of the agreement was made up of three 
parts. The sea transit between New York and 

Bremen was 24¢ and belonged to the United States, 
since the Americans provided the steamships that 
carried the letters between New York and Bremen. 
The second part was one of a number of different 
"'foreign" postages, which was added depending 
on the destination beyond Bremen. The third part 
was the United States inland portion which con
sisted of an additional fee of 5¢, 10¢ or 40¢, de
pending upon the distance the letter travelled in 
the United States. On letters to or from any place 
in the New England states, New York, New Jer
sey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the District of 
Columbia, 5¢ was added. On those to or from any 
other place in the United States, except the Pacific 
possessions, and to Canada, 10¢ was added. For 
those letters to or from the Pacific possessions, 40¢ 
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was added. The actual agreement did not mention 
the Pacific coast, but official notifications of the 
Postmaster General subsequent to the agreement 
interpreted the additional fee to be added for let
ters to and from California and the Pacific coast as 
40¢. 

The cover in Figure 1 originated on Obemdorf, 
Wtirttemberg on 26 March 1850 and was addressed 
to Jacob Graf, care of Messrs. Duisenberg & Cie, 
Coloma, ElDorado Cty., Upper California. The 
datestamp of origin is a two-line marking struck 
in dark blue ink, upper right, "OBERNDORF I 26 
March 1850." The letter was endorsed in the lower 
left "lib. Bremen" to indicate the sender's desire to 
use the Bremen mails. On 15 April1850, the Ocean 
Steam Navigation Company steamer Washington 
departed Bremerhaven (port city for Bremen), and 
arrived in New York on 4 May 1850 carrying mails 
from Bremen, which included this letter. The tran
sit of the cover to San Francisco can be recon
structed using Theron Wierenga's book, The Gold 
Rush Mail Agents to California and Their Postal 
Markings. 1849-1852. On pages 62-63 he listed a 
mail from New York under the care of postal agent 
James B. Devoe, departing New York on 13 May 
1850 on the U.S. Mail Steamship Company 
steamer Georgia to Chagres. Transit on the Pa
cific side of the isthmus was continued on the Pa
cific Mail Steamship Company steamer Califor
nia from Panama Ciy to San Francisco, arriving 
on 23 June 1850. 

The United States - Bremen postal agreement 
allowed letters to be sent fully paid, partially paid 
(only the transit fee between New York and Bremen 
paid), or fully unpaid. This was a double rate let
ter ( 1/2- 1 oz.) and was sent fully unpaid. Bremen 
debited the United States 2x12 = 24 grote (equiva
lent to 24¢) for German transit fees from 
Wiirttemberg to Bremen. New York marked in the 
upper right comer the postage due to be collected 
at the California destination of $1.52. This amount 
included the 24¢ owed to Bremen, 2x24¢ = 48¢ 
transit fees between Bremen and New York, and 
2x40¢ = 80¢ transit fees from New York to Cali
fornia. 

Some time in late June or early July 1850 the 
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Red,fancy marking used at New York to explain rea
son letter returned to Bremen, NOT CAlLED FOR in 
a ribbon. This marking has been recorded in use only 
in the early 1850s. 

letter must have arrived at Coloma, but was not 
picked up. Apparently, it was advertised in 
Coloma, for there is a very small, blue handstamp 
ADV/2 in the upper right, just below the postage 
due value. This indicated an additional 2¢ would 
have been incurred for advertising the letter. Still, 
no one called for the letter. It was later returned to 
Germany as a dead letter. Backstamps show the 
letter reached Frankfort, the main postal city for 
the Thurn & Taxis Post in the southern German 
states, on 17 July, and Obemdorf on 26 July 1852, 
28 months after it had started its journey to Cali
fornia. New Yok used an unusual marking in red 
ink to show the reason the letter was returned. The 
marking was a ribbon with the words "NOT 
CALLED FOR," shown in Figure 2. I have re
corded two different ribbon markings of New York 
with the same inscription, this one used from June 
1852 to March 1855. Both are uncommon mark
ings. New York returned the letter to Bremen by 
the same postal agreement as it had arrived, the 
United States- Bremen postal agreement. Under 
this agreement, returned unpaid letters had to have 
their transit fees calculated so that the receiving 
country would be credited the charge made against 
it on the books. In this case, there may have been 
multiple letter returned, as the accounting on this 
letter of 2 gulden 24 kreuzer (144 kreuzer) is more 
than the 36 kreuzer transit from Wiirttemberg to 
Bremen of this one letter. At Frankfurt, the Thurn 
& Taxis Post had to open the letter to determine 
who sent it and to which post town it was to be 
returned. The results of this search were written 
on the reverse of the letter. 
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As mentioned earlier, covers carried under the believe this cover survived because it did not re
original agreement with Bremen, with origins or main in California, but was returned to Germany 
destinations in California, are quite rare. Since the since no one called for the letter and paid the post
actual wording of the agreement with Bremen did age due. Of the other four covers that I have re
not mention California or the Pacific Coast, it re- corded, which were carried under this postal agree
mained until cover examples were found to prove ment with Bremen, each was sent to Germany from 
that the 40¢ cross-country United States internal California and went into archives in Germany 
fee was actually applied. As mentioned earlier, I where they were safely kept until modem times. 

The next letter is coincidentally postmarked (and possibly written) on the same day as the previous 
letter. It tells the sad story of the death of two people, Lattain and Josiah; the relationship to the writer 
is not made clear, but it seems likely they were brothers. Lattain died from illness contracted as they 
were crossing the Plains; Josiah went out hunting and never came back, presumably perishing during 
a heavy snow storm. Unfortunately there are some chunks of the letter missing - a large triangular 
shape at the top that affects all three sheets, a smaller chunk at the bottom that affects pages one and 
two, and some shredding has occurred on the lower right side of page 3. The transcription retains the 
original spellings and parentheses show where are were words missing. The letter is counesy of Howard 
Mader. 

Postmarked "Culioma Alta Cal. Mar 26" [ 1 850] with a 40¢ rate. 
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Califo(rnia) ---th, 1850 
(De)ar Friends with sorrow I w(rite to) you a few lines to let you know ------ of the hand of 

providence he in his grate wisdom has seen fit to call Lattain and Josiah to stand before the great Judge 
of all theworld. I am at a loss to know what to write for I dont know what Lattain wrote before he died 
howsumever I wil write as satisfactry as I can. Lattain was taken sick as much as three months before 
we got to California he was slightly attacked with the cholera in the first place then the bowel com
plaint sett in and he could not gitt any releaf it was the cause of his deth he suffered considerable 
before we got across the plains we thought it would not do for him to gow to the mines in his situation 
so he concluded to stay at Sacremento City at the city hospital Josiah and myself left for the mines and 
Lattain stayd ten days at the hospital and then left there with a doctor that he got aquainted w(ith) on the 
plains whom he stayd with until (the) thirteenth day of november 1849 then he died. 

Josiah and metryd to find where he had gon to but tryd in vain for he left no letter for us after 
Josiah was gon I spent sum conciderable time in look(ing for) Lattain at last found the sadler that he 
(di--- ---- a)d was well pleased to learn that ( --------------- --)eare taken of him while live ( ------ ----)ed 
was buried with rspect. I hav(e ----- ---)e it is in a very pleasant plac(e ----) a nole a little below 
Sacremento Ci(ty ---) oposite side of the river the charges against him wil be about one hundred and 
fifty dollars after paying out what property he left which I shant pay until I get a letter from you and if 
you want me to pay it I wil do so. the charges is reasonable for this Country. now I wil say sumthing 
about Josiah he was sick all of the forpart of winter as I expect he informd at last he got his health 
again and workt a little I was gon from home a looking for a place for him and me to dig for gold and 
the boys that was in the cabin with us took a notion to gow about four or five miles up in the mountains 
to hunt for dear and Josiah went with them when they got there they pitcht their tent and then staned 
out in persuit of dear the rest of the company returned to the tent wated for Josiah but (did) not return 
that evening the next evening flowing they notified me of it I went with them to look for him but 
could not find him it was snowing when he left the tent and the snow continued to fall until in fell 
about three feet deep and it was imposibil to track him he(-----) on the fifteenth day of January. (
-----) not bin heard he is dead. (---------do )ubt his death I can accoun( t -----) several ways that he might 
have c( ---- ----)d he may be found yet when the s(now --- o )f this spring then they can be sum ( ---
f)ound how he came to his end it is posable that he was killed by a grizly bare maby by the fall of a lim 
for a tree but I think that in all probability that he got lost and perisht in the snow he had earnd about 
thiny dollars before he got lost he had a part of it with him when he went away he owd me nearly one 
hundred dolars I shall sell his affects and account for them when I return when that wi(ll be) I cant tell 
but I think that I sh(all) re(turn) of next fall if I have good luck in the---- no mone at present give my 
respects to ( ----) and ---- Isaac S. ( --------) 

Jacob Young 
please to to [sic] write as soon as you (receive) this 

Direct your letter to Sacr(emento) City California 
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This letter has appeared in Western E:xvress before, but this version has a little bit more of the text 
transcribed. It was owned by Jack Greenberg when it appeared before, and is presented here courtesy 
of Edward Patera. 

Coloma June 16, 1850 
MyDearC 

Still am I here It is uncenain when I can get away. Business 
confines me. I find I have more to do than expected -- You know the law is so fill of mazes that 
when you are once in it with difficulty can you get out of it. I have made more clear money within 
the last month than in three before I am fearful that I shall be entirely kept from the 'diggings.' I 
enjoy myself very much here. My health never was better. The fine bracing mountain air is invigo
rating & the fresh cool and sparkling waters are really a luxury to the disciples of Father Matthews 
school. He can indulge without stint and be enlivened thereby. During the term several young men 
were admitted to practice in our high & dignified triunals (among them was your sold scholar 
French) of course several suppers were given. They were recherche. I never saw more wit & 
sentiment at any table Wine flowed like water & all were more or less mellow. I found I could 
enjoy the scene full as well upon the clear sparkiling beverage of nature & feel as much exhilerated 
as the bibbers of the ruby wine. When not engaged in business, I have a thousand sources of amuse
ment around me. Read a little, talk a good deal with the thousands of rare characters I meet with. 
Had I the skill of Cruikshank I ould fill a volume with sketches from life that would be invaluable to 
the future delineator. In such a living comic Almanac as is daily presented for my inspection. I 
board at the principal hotel (pay only $25 per week) it is the policy to do so.) The bar-room is filled 
with Monte banks and faro tabless. Gambling here is the most respectable & profitable business. It 
is carried on openly & publicly - no concealment. It is no disgrace not to gamble. Nor is one any 
the less respected by the gentlemen of the long tables if he does nothing in their line. I am on good 
terms with severl of the fraternity & am treated with much politeness. They are not the snakes we 
see around the illill£ in the old states. Their long tables are arranged around the bar room & are open 
for customers from 3 PM till mid night. The bets range from a quarter to hundreds of dollars. The 
high playing is chiefly among the fraternity. The excitement during the progress of the game is not 
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so great as represented. All the players seem to be perfectly cool. Losing or winning it is all the 
same to them. They will stake thousands upon a single case & when lost will rise from the table as if 
nothing had happened. One told me the past winter he had lost at a few sittings $30,000. Everything 
he had & $2000 more. He borrowed a small sum to start again & is now fast recovering his lost 
fortune. They make their money off green horns who foolishly imagine that they shall be so fortu
nate as to win the large piles so temptingly displayed before them. That vain hope constantly tempts 
a large portion of the miners & results in stripping them of their hard earnings. Then the rare charac
ters that throng the streets - men of all nations fresh from their homes bringing with them their 
manners & costumes quaint and curious. Digger Indians - Chinese, East Indians, Sandwich Island
ers, Chilean Mexicans Africans. Such a medly as were never thrown together in the world before. 
To say nothing of other European Nations each of whom have their representatives. It is easy to see 
that the Anglo Americans are the Lords paramount - all the others quiet and obtrusive acknowledge 
them masters. I should like to know what the denizens of the islands & the Great West think of us & 
our movements. Their destiny is sealed - the rolling tide must soon overwhelm them. The whole 
scene here must seem to them the work of enchantment. Cities springing up in a night with their 
splendid Hotels Saloons Exchange Offices glittering with people & gold presenting a display of 
wealth to those unaccustomed to tinsel perfectly astonishing. They must carry back to their respec
tive countries astonishing reportes & awaken in the minds of their ploding bretheren a desire to 
imitate the customs & manners of a people that produce such wonderful results. I must say a word 
as to the growth & prosperity of our city, for it is so 'zeleput! Although in the mountains it is rapidly 
improving & presents all the appearances of a thriving & growing town. It now boasts of a theatre & 
a school house - would you believe it? Yes, the school master is a broad & rare character too. He is 
the bear ideal of that poor profession. His locks are whitened with many a winters toil & his long & 
attenuated figure has shivered from many a blast of misfortune as well as rnattos old Boreas. His 
height is upwards of six feet. Wears a broad-brimed white wool hat runed up at the sides so as to 
resemble a military chapeau. He wears a long tailed blue & a long-waisted woolen vest after the 
fashion of '76, with lean & slipered pantaloon. He has not an unpleasant cast of countenance beto
kening much complacency as well as some intelligence plainly indicated that the wearer can endure 
the whips & scorns of fortune quietly & uncomplainingly & has done so many times & oft. He has a 
pedigogical shamble in his gait & unobtrusively moves about as if he were alone in the world - a 
mere looker on in henna. His university like the redoubtable Greens is a log one & eonstitote serves 
for bedroom study & cuisine. I love to pass it of an evening when after he has discharged his noisy 
urchins while he is consoling him self for all his trials & vexations with the peace-bearing pipe. I 
have heard nothing of your brother. I suppose he has gone into the diggings by this time. Great 
reports are circulated in relation to a gold strike in the vicinity of Marysville, I however give them no 
credit. Hundreds will be gulled by them. Few of the miners are yet making any thing. There is 
snow yet in the mountains & the streams keep up. I am apprehensive the yield of gold will not be so 
great as last year on that account although the labourers are two to one. We are now looking anx
iously for the mail in hopes that it will bring tidings of our admission & the settlement of many 
grave questions. French & Read wish to be remembered to you. 

June 25. News of the steamer is in - the mail steamer has now arrived but no prospect of admission. 
The mail closes to morrow & I must conclude this short epistle for I have several others to get ready. 
I enclose a news paper that you may see some of our doings in relation to Titles &c. Give my love 
to Nancy & C & Believe me yours as ever. 

A.J. McCall 
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The following letter is provided to us courtesy of John Drew. Unfortunately there is at least one page 
missing to conclude this most interesting letter. 

Cover postmarked "Culloma" to Herford, Westphalia (now Germany) July 13, 1850, 
making it a very rare pre-statehood letter from California to Europe. The 40¢ rate is cor
rected to 64¢, representing the 40¢ per half ounce from California to the East coast rate, 
plus 24¢ Bremen Treaty rate. The cover is noted "via Panama" and has a routine black 
"Herford" receiving mark with a decipherable "U.S. Pkt" handstamp just beneath in red. 
This went via British open mail from New York, per the Collins Line steamer "Pacific", 
departing New York August 24 and arriving at Liverpool September 4; it was received in 
Herford, Westphalia on September 9, 1850. 

The letter is written by Christoph August Weihe to his father, (Kaufmann) Theodore 
Weihe, a businessman. The letter is headed "Birds", a store north of Coloma on the 
Georgetown divide, and is dated more than three weeks earlier than the date on the post
mark. 
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Birds, 18 June 1850 

Beloved Parents and Siblings, 
I hope you received my March letter properly and in a timely manner. The suspicion stated 

therein, has now been confirmed - this letter comes from the snow-mountains of California be
tween the sources of the North and Middle Forks of the American River, which flows into the 
Sacramento near Sacramento City. 

I am writing this in the tent of several acquaintances from Bremen, who, tired of gold mining, 
have started a small business here. Up till now, we continued to dig for gold even though we could 
not take pleasure in any significant success. 

We were able to still find a place to work in a canyon or mountain ravine, 4 English miles from 
here, where we could start immediately to make a channel through which, later, the water was to 
flow, so that the bed of the river could be exposed and dried. 

The canyon was given the name ElDorado (Paradise), and the story went around that last fall 
two Swiss found a major amount of gold therein. When we, after the success of our work on this 
channel, would live here, then maybe this place would deserve its name, because usually everyone 
earned two ounces by evening. Our best day was with a 3-man team- one pound (of gold) and two 
dollars. 

After we finished our job, we then tackled the damming of the river, with the highest of hopes, 
because where the chances of such treasures exist, the work just flies and the sweat doesn't drip, it 
just flows off your face. Two men constantly loosened up the earth and the other two were kept 
fully occupied dragging this earth on litters to the dam. 

But now I would like to describe for you, the life we live here. In the morning, at 5 A.M., one 
of us, in tum, would get up, make coffee and bake bread in an open frying pan for which he used a 
little bit of salty bacon. Then he woke up the others. That was Breakfast, which was eaten by about 
6 A.M. Then it was off to work until 12 noon. 

Lunch was any leftovers from Breakfast - bread, bacon fat and water. This went on day after 
day. Only in the evening we changed occasionally to bean soup and dried apples with dumplings 
made from flour and water. Instead of coffee we drank with that tea made from the needles of the 
local Spruce-pine. 

I want to boldly maintain, that this is a life which at home (over with you) no railroad worker or 
day laborer would go along with, and as far as the work goes, even Brackmann stated that we would 
rather spend a few days mowing, than work even a single day like this. 

I also had the fantastic luck one nice noontime to fall head over heels into the cold snowwater 
(as has happened to all the others also) with one leg in a hole and the water up to my body. 

But throughout this, none of us had our health impaired. We would have taken all of this in 
stride if there had been gold, "plenty gold"". What did we find in the river bed for which we had 
such high hopes, and which we wanted to sell for $500 a few days before .... 

The remainder of the letter is lost .... 
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The following letter is from John Alexander, whom the 1850 census shows as age 20. This is his first 
letter home after coming across the plains in the summer of 1850. To have arrived by July 18 he must 
have started in April, or earlier. 
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The letter is headed Cold Springs. August 10, 1850. Cold Springs was a mining camp 
about three miles southeast of Coloma on the road to Placerville, and Coloma was the 
nearest post office at the time. At Coloma the 40¢ postmark was applied, being the proper 
rate to Dr. Harmon Alexander in Palestine,lllinois. Courtesy of Frank Q. Newton. Jr. 

Cold Springs Cal 
50 Miles of Sac. City Aug lOth, 1850 

My Dear Mother 
Safely arrived in the gold diggings. I write to inform you of the --------. We got through 

on the 18th---- had no trouble more than the generality of the emigrants had. Our stock stood the trip 
quite as well as could be expected. I mined 4 or 5 days- took the dysentry, a prevalent disease in the 
mines (it is caused by eating vegetables and working in the water) and was laid up for a few days 
during which time a merchant made me a proposition of a clerkship at $1500 a year with the priveledge 
of quitting when I so disposed to which proposition I acceeded. I found that panning will not agree 
with me particularly when I have to work in the water as 9/lO's do. Under present circumstances I am 
sure of that salary which even miners are not. I think that ------ would be about a fair average to the old 
miners, $2 to 3 this years imigrants. Some do better. A new comer took out at Coloma, 5 miles from 
here, $600 the other day. Such hauls are not made often. 

Our Crawford Co. boys have all arrived except ------- & his Co. & Geo. Martin & his Co. ---
McCoy & Co. got in on the 3 inst. in good health. They lost part of their stock on Humbolt river by 
drinking alkaline water, but got through enough to pack their cloths & provisions. I expect Norton 
Maddox & Co. by the 15th- heard of them on Humbolt. They had provisions enough to last over to 
Carson river where they can get by paying the most exhorbitent prices - say $2 for flour. I understand 
Govn has sent relief to suffering emigrants. John ---- Grim got in about the time I did. They are at 
work over near Coloma where the gold was first discovered - don't know how much they are making. 
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The Lawrence, Wabash & Richland Co.'s got in on the 1st inst. all in good health. They requested 
me to notice their arrival in my letters home & their friends might probably hear of them. They are at 
work near town here doing as well as new miners generally. 

I haven't heard anything of Uncle Presley---- any of the boys that came via the Isthmus. Am 
inclined to think they are up on Yuba where the principle part of the emigration by water go. I wrote a 
letter to---- & drop(ed) in PO at Sac cty- expect an answer as soon as he receives it. 

The Eagon Co. has not got in yet. California is the place to make money. I am satisfied that I can 
make my "pile" in two or 3 years. Everybody has money. Even the Indians. It costs a person less to 
live taking everything in consideration than in does in the states. Costs you about $1 a day if you board 
yourself $3 at boarding houses. Wages $4 to 5 per day. these wages will keep up until the rainy 
season. 

I advise our boys to hire at these wages in preference working for themselves. They would------ by 
it. They would be getting good wages & a knowledge of mining which I consider a trade as much as 
blacksmithing or any trade. I was told that one man cold mine as well as another but it is not the case, 
it takes experience. I would quit the store & try the mines but I find the merchants get the most of the 
money here. I get employment through the wet season which is a dead loss to miners. I hope to be able 
to trade on my hook by spring. You mustn't tell anyone my intentions unless it would be Uncle Harmon 
-- dont know but I had better direct this to Uncle H. as he would be more likely to see some one from 
Lawrenceville and could tell them of the arrival of the L--- boys. 

Write & direct to Sacramento City - I can get them from there easier than from any other place as 
one of the firms of Moffit & Co. my employes are down there every week. I expect to hear from home 
for the first time since I left when Moffitt gets back from cty. 

We do business in the store I'm in in the right kind of a way. Sundays we sell $600 worth of goods 
and the "down (pay with) with the dust". but if the emigrants are out of money which is generally the 
case they can get tools provisions etc. on credit. I'm told they all pay up as soon as they get it. The 
miners settle every Saturday night. My paper is just out so I'll have to quit. Give my love to all. 

I'll write every mail twice a month. 
John 

(on the rear) 
Dear Uncle Harmon. 

I direct this to you that it may be read as soon as it lands as there are a great 
many that are anxious to hear of their friends who have started for the promised land. I have spoken of 
all that I have seen or heard of. I dont know that you---- show this to (anybody) particular. 

All right boys come ahead. 
Hanks tell Rost ----- write get my address of Uncle H. Expect to hear from some of 

you soon. Write my name full and plain so there will be no miscarriage. Recollect Sacramento cty. I 
may probably mail my letters at Coloma but you write to Sac cty until I tell you to direct otherwise. 

John 
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The following letter is datelined July 12, 1854, but not postmarked until July 31 [ 1854}. It is 
from a miner to a doctor friend in Ohio, and provided here courtesy of Howard Mader. 

Coloma, July 12, 1854 

Dear Doctor, 
Your letter of June 1st is at hand and although I have nothing of particular 

interest to say to you still I am inclined to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. The man to 
whom we had some prospect of selling our quartz is gone to England and will not be back 
before Sept. or Oct'r. so that we cannot speak now of having a prospect of selling. I shall 
certainly attend to it if life is spared and if anything is made out of it you will get your share. I 
have lately been at the placer and I don't feel as sanguine as I did sometime ago about making 
much out of it. The future will tell. I have nothing .new respecting the rancho on Sacramento, 
I left Sac. about the first of June and have not been there since and shall not probably for some 
months to come, unless I shall have some special business. I have no doubt but I was right in 
the opinion I expressed to you of Mrs. Thompson. Her own friend avoided her and she kept 
strange company. Her husband had not returned when I left the city. "There is something 
rotten in Denmark." 

The note to Mr. Curtiss I gave to Mr. Aubrey at the P. office. He said he would hand it to 
him the first time he would see him. 

As I am some distance from Sac. I can give you no news of interest. I saw Mr. Mason 
at Eldorado Canon near Bird Valley. He is engaged in mining has several claims*** but I think 
is doing but little. I think he has gained his suit with Hatfield and got judgment for some 
$1500. I have written to him and advised him to come to this place, as I think it a much better 
place for mining than where he is. Write me as usual. 

Respectfully and truly, E. Mattoon. 
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This letter is from one attorney to another on legal business. Newell & Williams were well 
established attorneys at Coloma, which was then the county seat, and A.P. Catlin was also a 
noted attorney. By 1862 Williams was plying his trade in Placerville, which had wrested the 
county seat from Coloma in 1856. 

.· 

Wells, Fargo & Co. frank in green on cover from Coloma to Mormon Island, with a letter dated 
August 30, 1855. It is interesting that Wells Fargo used the spelling "Colomo" in variance with 
the Post Office Department usage of "Culloma" and the newspaper spelling of "Coloma". Cour
tesy of Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 

Coloma Aug 30th 1855 
A.P. Catlin Esqr. 

Dr Sir Your letter to me reached here during my absence in the mountains & Mr 
Newell neglected to answer it, however it made no difference as the court had determined to adjourn. 
Otherwise I would have written you in time. 

Having fully examined the authorities in the premises I appreciate all of the difficulties 
in the case, but still I see no reason why we will not succeed, considering the facts in the way I do. The 
only material question I desire to direct your attention to is whether the Stream is navigatable for logs 
in the ordinary stages of water, the sum total of all the authorities reducing it to that question. Give the 
atys below information. 

Respectfully yours 
Thorn. Williams 

The cases are both set for trial on the 17th September "Sir Angus" 
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Robert F. Davis was appointed postmast{!r at Coloma on January 19, 1855 after working as assistant 
postmaster for Daniel Waldron, who abandoned the office in 1854. At the time the letter below was 
written to Washington D.C., Cornelius Courtney had already been appointed his successor, but word of 
this had not yet reached California from the East Coast. 

Postmaster R.F. Davis used his free-franking privilege with the notation P(ost) O(ffice) 
B(usiness) Free and the Coloma postmark of June 4 in a letter to J.W. Denver, who at the 
time was in Washington D.C. Courtesy of Frank Q. Newton. 

Coloma June 3rd, 1857 
Hon. J.W. Denver 

Sir 
You will doubtless receive letters by this mail in regards 

to the Post office in this place -- and I wish to add my recommendation to those that 
have already been forwarded to you. We look upon you as the man and we request that 
you act promptly. 

Your ob't Serv't 
R.F. Davis, P.M. 

The next letter was written three years later, but is also to J.W. Denver. The letter is from his brother, long
time Coloma resident A. St. C. Denver, and it is addressed to J. W. Denver in Sacramento. It speaks of political 
matters, which is no surprise since A . St. C. Denver was involved in politics from his arrival in Coloma in the 
early 1850s. Mentioned in the letter are Alex. Hunter, who ran Hunter & Co.'s express in the early 1850s and 
was the first mayor of Placerville, and John C onness, who ran one of ElDorado's early stage companies. At the 
time of the writing A. St.C. Denver had just been elected State Senator. In 1861 John Conness' bid for nomina
tion for Governor was unsuccessful. 
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Dear Will, 

By 1860, when this letter was sent, Wells Fargo was using the spelling "Coloma" 
in its oval handstamp. Courtesy of Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 

Coloma Nov. 23, 1860 

Why the devil don't you write to me. I do not know where you are, what your are doing or expect to do. 
Green (J.J.) & Hunter (Alex) are for McDougall. That is their preference although they say they are not 

committed in any way. But their old Broderick proclivities still stick out. Conness (John) wants to run for 
Governor next fall -- at least I am satisfied of it from what his friends say. So you see what is up, in that quarter. 

If you can get along without him let him go to the devil - if not make the most you can of him. Write 
soon & often. 
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Yours A. StC. Denver 

Now using the Coloma spelling, this cover was postmarked Oct 30 1860 using a 
10¢ stamp to pay the postage to Minnesota. Courtesy Stephen H. Marcus 
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EARLY EXPRESSES IN SHASTA, TRINITY AND 
SISKIYOU COUNTIES 

Part III: Siskiyou County 
by Robert D. Livingston 

Figure 29. Early view of Miner street, Yreka 

During the 1830s and 1840s, trappers and ex
plorers traversed the rugged canyons and precipi
tous mountains in what became Siskiyou County. 
Then, following James Marshall's discovery of gold 
at Coloma, the latter-day Argonauts who had taken 
the Oregon Trail poured into California from the 
north. With the discovery of gold along the Salmon, 
Scott and Trinity Rivers, prospectors spread over 
that region. In May 1851, rich finds around a place 
called Thompson's Dry Diggings brought hordes 
of miners to the vicinity. Five months later, it be
came Shasta Butte City. 

On October 20, 1851, Alonzo Delano wrote: 

"One hundred and fifty miles north of Shasta City 
is a rich valley, thirty to fifty miles long by three to 
five wide, takng its name from the gigantic Butte 
at its head and affording a local habitation, even in 
this distant and isolated region, for another town 
of five hundred homes, called Shasta Butte City. 
Would you believe it that such a town exists in this 
remote region? It is even so. Supplies are brought 
in by mules from the south, while on the north a 
very feasible wagon road is opened to Oregon City, 
from whence supplies are also drawn; so that a com
munication is now open through the wildest imag
inable country from California to Oregon." 
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To avoid confusion with Shasta City, Shasta 
Butte City became Wyreka on March 22, 1852 -
soon simplified to Yreka. When the 1852legisla
ture formed Siskiyou County from parts of Shasta 
and Klamath Counties, the town's importance grew. 
It was designated the county seat, and on August 
19, 1853 Yreka acquired a post office. 

It is not surprising that Yreka Post Master John 
Sentell encountered problems from the outset. Like 
so many othe,r localities, the office was 
underfunded, as the Courier disclosed in its De
cember 3, 1853 issue: 

Through J.A. Horsley of Cram, Rogers & 
Co.'s Express, we are in receipt of the 
Mountain Herald of November 26. The fol
lowing is an abstract of a letter received by 
the post master at this place [Yreka] dated 
'CONTRACT OFFICE Sept. 2d '53 SIR; 
Your office is to be supplied with the mail 
once in two weeks, or oftener, from Shasta, 
a distance estimated at seventy five miles. 
The expenses of supplying are to be de
frayed out of the net proceeds of postage 
collected at your office, including postage 
on letters and papers sent pre-paid by 
stamps -- and is not to exceed the sum of 
$500 a year or $125 a quarter.' 

The distance between this place and 
Shasta City is at least 125 miles and the 
actual expense of carrying mail once in two 
weeks can not possibly be less than $3000 
to $4000 per year and the department have 
the liberality to offer $500. By law, the 
Postmaster General is bound to supply us 
with a mail without regard to the cost. 
One week later, the Courier offered a ray of 

hope to the citizens of Yreka with these comments: 
"We are under the impression that Rhodes & Lusk 
& Cram, Rogers & Co. will perform this service 
during the winter months to the perfect satisfac
tion of all concerned, as they have done hereto
fore. We have every confidence that the people of 
Siskiyou will be properly cared for next Spring by 
the Department." Again it was the expressmen who 
took care of the needs of small communities. 
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With the influx of miners came the demand 
for express service. Siskiyou County histories 
credit Alonzo E. Raynes with carrying the first 
express in the county, operating between Trinidad 
and Bestville in the spring of 1851. Soon he found 
it advantageous to join a new and larger organiza
tion. On July 6, 1851, the Alta printed a letter de
scribing the massacre of five white men by Indi
ans near Trinidad. The letter states "that these facts 
were obtained from Mr. Raynes who was themes
senger who was on his way back from Salmon 
River with Cram, Rogers & Co.'s Express." This 
firm grew into a highly respected regional express. 

CRAM, ROGERS & CO •• 
Robert Cram and Frank A. Rogers were fore

runners in developing long-distance express ser
vice. By April 10, 1852, they advertised in the 
Courier that their "EXPRESS TO SACRA
MENTO connects with Adams & Co. to the States 
and Europe. This is the only Express in Yolo, 
Colusa, Shasta, Trinity, Klamath and Siskiyou 
Counties authorized to connect with the well 
known house of Adams & Co." 

They shared offices with Adams & Co. in San 
Francisco and Sacramento, and with other ex
presses in Colusa, Shasta and Yreka. When Adams 
moved north into Shasta, Cram, Rogers & Co. an
nounced on July 31 , 1852 that it connected with 
Adams at that point. 

Like their compatriots elsewhere, Cram, 
Rogers & Co. gained territory and business by ac
quiring smaller expresses. The first was Henkle 
& Co. The date of its beginning is not known, but 
it operated the Great Northern Express from 
Marysville to Shasta and Weaverville. The sellers 
recommended Cram, Rogers & Co. "with entire 
confidence to the Miners and public in general as 
most competent persons to transact all business 
entrusted to their care," according to a notice dated 
May 22, 1852 [Courier of August 7, 1852]. 

Cram, Rogers' second major acquisition came 
when it bought Dugan & Co. Richard Dugan had 
several predecessors who provided express service 
from Oregon into the northern counties of Califor-
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Figure 30. 1855 coverwithhandstampofCRAM, ROGERS & CO. (faint, tying stamp) 
sent from Yreka and picked up in Shasta by ADAMS & CO.for delivery to San Fran
cisco. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 

nia. The family tree, however, is tangled. presses, indicates that McLaine's advertisements 
T'VAULT & CO.'s OREGON & SHASTA continued until November 1852. 

EXPRESS was the ealiest. William G. T'Vault 
advertised in the Portland Oregonian on February 
14, 1852 that he would un an express every two 
weeks from Winchester, Oregon to Yreka. The 
route included Rogue River, Smith's River, 
Josephine Creek, Klamath and Humbug Creek. A 
smaller advertisement appeared in the Oregon City 
Spectator on February 24 as one of the agents -
McKraken & Goodwin - maintained offices in both 
Oregon City and Yreka. In Oregon Express Com
panies, Dale Forster presents a synopsis of express
man and journalist T'Vault's colorful career (p. 33). 
T'Vault's last advertisement appeared on July 10, 
1852, and though his direct successor is unknown, 
two possibilities exist. 

The Oregon City Spectator contains an adver
tisement for McLAINE & CO.'s OREGON & 
SHASTA EXPRESS, dated April27, 1852. While 
its route commenced in Portland, it included many 
places served by T'Vault: Winchester, Rogue River, 
Josephine Creek, Minersville, Humbug City and 
Shasta Butte City. Agents at three locations were 
identical. Forster, an authority on Oregon ex-

Richard Dugan is the second choice, as his 
routes also followed T'Vault's. On July 3, 1852, a 
week before TVault's last advertisement, DUGAN 
& CO.'s OREGON EXPRESS advertised in the 
Oregonian [June 19 in the Oregon Weekly Times, 
according to Dale Forster] that it would "connect 
with Adams & Co.'s Express Portland Oregon, and 
through them to California, the Atlantic States and 
Europe. We have established agencies at all the 
principal towns and camps in the Umpqua, Rogue 
River and Shasta Mines." 

Dugan & Co. then became part of Cram, 
Rogers & Co. on Novemb~r 25, 1852. In an ad
vertisement in the Oregonian on December 18, the 
ftrm advised "that they have purchased the express 
business of Messrs. DUGAN & CO., and having 
perfected an arrangement for a permanent express, 
will continue the business in all its branches." Ri
chard Dugan became a partner in Cram, Rogers & 
Co., as did A. E. Raynes. 

Now advertising as CRAM, ROGERS & CO.'s 
OREGON and CALIFORNIA EXPRESS in the 
Courier of March 12, 1853, the frrrn informed the 
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Figure 31. On a cover carried by WELLS, FARGO & CO.from Sacramento to Tandler & Co. in San 
Francisco. Georges Carion added the handstamp of CRAM, ROGERS & CO. although the latter firm 
connected only with ADAMS & CO. and PACIFIC EXPRESS COMPANY before closing its doors on 
March 27, 1855. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank.) 

public that "we are now prepared to forward Trea
sure. Valuable Packages. Letters. etc. to Weaver
ville, Yreka, Jacksonville, Deadwood, Sailors Dig
gings, Althouse, Humbug Creek, Scott's Bar, 
Happy Camp and Salem, O.T., connecting at 
Shasta, Cal and Portland, 0. T. with Adams & Co." 

A new advertisement in the Courier on May 7, 
1853 advised that the firm's WEAVERVILLE 
EXPRESS would leave Adams & Co.'s Shasta of
fice every Wednesday and Saturday mornings for 
Weaverville, returning to Shasta on Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

A new rush of prospectors to the Pit River area 
prompted Cram, Rogers & Co. to establish a 
PITISBURGH and JEFFERSON EXPRESS, as 
advertised in the Courier on May 28, 1853. There 
was a fire-proof safe in the office at Pittsburgh, 
enabling the firm to receive treasure and deposits. 
A messenger left Adams & Co.'s office in Shasta 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, leav
ing Cram, Roger's Pittsburgh office on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 

A large advertisement in the Courier on July 
2, 1853 designated the location of principal offices 
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at Yreka, Jacksonville , Althouse, Shasta, 
Weaverville, Pittsburg, and Pit River. Also, it listed 
twenty-three other offices. Cram, Rogers & Co. 
now offered to issue sight drafts and checks on 
Adams & Co., to receive deposits, special and oth
erwise, and to pay the highest price for gold. There 
was extensive advertising in Oregon newspapers 
for the CALIFORNIA and OREGON EXPRESS 
[examples, Oregon City Spectator October 13, 
1853 and Oregonian November 12, 1853]. 

Expansion for Cram, Rogers & Co. continued 
as they advertised in the Courier on November 12, 
1853 a new "weekly express to Scottsburgh, Coose 
Bay, Elktown, Gardiner, and Umpqua city via Jack
sonville and Winchester, O.T." 

There seemed to be no limit to Cram, Rogers 
& Co.'s growth. An advertisement in the Alta on 
April5, 1854 called attention to a new service con
necting San Francisco with Crescent City, Trinidad 
and Humboldt Bay by ship. The next day, Leland 
& McCombe (with offices at Wells, Fargo & Co. 
in San Francisco) advertised its special express to 
Crescent City by the same means. On April 8, the 
Courier noted that Robert Cram, "the senior mem-
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ber, and who has maintained their business in this 
place for the past two years, will travel between 
the two points." 

These were heady days for the finn. The Cou
rier of April 22, 1854 recognized its continuing 
success with the following article: "It is not nec
essary for us to call attention to the advertisement 
of the widely-known Express of Cram, Rogers & 
Co. The reader can't help but see it. As will be 
perceived by their advertisement, this Express firm 
have extended their business to almost every por
tion of Northern California and Southern Oregon, 
and we congratualte them that by their promptness 
and dispatch in executing business, they have se-

. ~-. 
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cured the confidence of the public." 
Weaverville was still without a newspaper so 

an advertisement in the Courier on June 17, 1854 
advised that the Weaverville office had moved into 
new quarters. It disclosed that the agent there was 
E.A. Rowe, which is no indication as to when the 
appointment occurred. 

Beginning September 23, 1854 in the Courier, 
Cram, Rogers & Co. advertised its DAILY EX
PRESS between Shasta, Weaverville, Yreka and 
Jacksonville. Also, a "Passenger Train of First Rate 
Riding Animals" between Shasta and Weaverville, 
connecting at Shasta with the California Stage 
Company . 

_We tnkc this method to inform our friends ant! the puhlic genernlly, tlmt we sbnll 

~~ntinue our htL~inehl! ot our_ t!ilfcrcnt offit·cs ns heretofore, untlcr the nome or the 

.... 
J.~~"· 

. .:..we know thnt fhe failure or the Iltltt~C or .\tlo~l~ ~-Co .. (which bas t!isnrrnnged our 

business connection•,) has been much to <lttr cl i,nth•nntoge, but the public nrc well nwure tbnt · 

we lune done ull in our-power to secure to them their own. . \ . 
l!l 

., W e feel keenly the trying circumstances under which \TC hn.·c been placet!, circum· 

stnnces OYI!tt which we uad no control-but having pursued un upright and honorable course in 

all our transactions, we IITI LL feel that no censure cnn possibly he uttuched to 1:8. 

By the arrangements we now !cove, we nrc prepnrcd to olfcr our patrons equal Cncili· .· 

ties as heretofore, nml would solicit u continunncc of the puhlic pntronnnge. 

CRAM, ROGERS & CO. 
Su.t.sTA1 Murch :2i, l S.i:i , 

Figure 32. Reduced photo of 
Card announcing the merger 
of CRAM, ROGERS & CO. 
into PACIFIC EXPRESS 
COMPANY in March 1855. 
(Wells Fargo Archives) 
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With the publication of the Trinity Times in 
December 1854, Rowe advertised Cram, Rogers 
& Co.'s GREAT NORTHERN EXPRESS, a name 
acquired in 1852 with the purchase of Henkle & 
Co. 

After three and one-half years of continued 
growth, the end was nearing for Cram, Rogers & 
Co. It began in February 1855 with the failure of 
its close associate. As reponed in the Trinity Times 
on March 3, 1855: "Owing to the suspension of 
Adams & Co., a run was made upon the house of 
Cram, Rogers & Co. in [Weaverville] which re
sulted in the depositors drawing out some $33,000, 
which they have ample means to meet and there is 
no doubt of their perfect solvency. Mr. Henderson 
[notE.A. Rowe] , the gentlemanly agent of Messrs. 
Cram, Rogers & Co. deserves much credit for the 
promptness with which he met all demands that 
were presented to him. In Yreka, a run was made 
on Cram, Rogers & Co. on Sunday, the 24th. They 
kept their office open all night for the accommo
dation of their depositors and every demand was 
promptly paid. After paying all deposits, they had 
a large surplus of funds on hand." 

It appeared that Cram, Rogers & Co. had 
weathered the storm with the publication of the 
following Special Notice dated March 2, 1855 in 
the Trinity Times: "We would hereby inform our 
friends and the public generally that we will, until 
further notice, receive MONEY, VALUABLES, 
PACKAGES, &c. for Shasta, Marysville, Sacra
mento and San Francisco, in charge of our regular 
messenger." 

However, a card dated March 27 at Shasta as a 
blue-paper circular, and also published in the Cou
rier and Trinity Times of March 31, provided the 
swan song: 

We take this method to inform our friends 
and the public generally that we shall continue 
our business at our different offices as hereto
fore, under the name of "PACIFIC EXPRESS 
COMPANY." We know that the failure of the 
House of Adams & Co. (which has disarranged 
our business connections) has been to our dis
advantage but the public are well aware that 
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we have done all in our power to assure to them 
their own. We feel keenly the trying circum
stances under which we have been placed, cir
cumstances over which we have no control but 
having pursued an upright and honorable course 
in all our transactions, we still feel that no cen
sure can possibly be attached to us. 

The final blow came with the publication of a 
Dissolution of Copannership dated June 11, 1855 
at Shasta and published five days later in the Cou
rier. 

The copartnership heretofore existing under 
the name of Cram, Rogers & Co. is this day 
dissolved by mutual consent. 

ROBERT CRAM F.A. ROGERS 
A.E. RAYNES R.N. DUGAN 

At least three of the panners found opportuni
ties elsewhere. The Courier of April 3, 1858 wel
comed a visit from "our old friend, Frank Rogers, 
at present County Clerk of Siskiyou." As men
tioned earlier, Alonzo Raynes began operating an 
express from Weaverville to Humboldt Bay in Feb
ruary 1856. In Saddle Bags in Siskiyou, J. Roy 
Jones relates that Raynes later returned to Yreka, 
living to an old age as a highly respected citizen. 
Richard Dugan moved to Crescent City to estab
lish Dugan & Wall's Express between Cresecent 
City and Jacksonville. The author will welcome 
subsequent information on Robert Cram, who 
seems to have disappeared. 

GREAT HOUSE & SLICER'S EXPRESS 
Thanks to that indefatigable researcher, West

em Cover Society director Jim B Iaine, cenain de
tails of Greathouse & Slicer's Express have become 
clearer than previously presented in Western Ex
~· Between 1849 and 1853, four Greathouse 
brothers, George ( 1820-1879), Henry ( 1829-1902 ), 
Ridgley (1831-1902), and Robert (1836- 1868) left 
Kentucky for California. By 1851, George, the 
'49er, owned lots in Marysville and mules besides, 
thanks to a loan from cousin Lloyd Tevis, of later 
Wells Fargo fame. Beginning February 1, 1853, 
George advertised that his passenger trains would 
leave Marysville and Downieville on Mondays, 
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Wednesdays and Fridays, and would meet at 
Foster's Bar to exchange mail and passengers. By 
March 1854, the Oregon House, 23 miles from 
Marysville , was "the connecting point with 
Greathouse & Spellman's splendid Express and 
Passenger Train for Columbus House, Lexington 
House, Gibsonville, Sears' Diggings and Onion 
Valley." Those wishing more comfort on these 
routes could ride Charles McLaughlin's stage
coaches. 

Opportunity beckoned elsewhere. In late Au
gust 1854, a daily line of Concord coaches cov
ered the 300 miles between Sacramento and Jack
sonville, Oregon - except over the mountains be
tween Shasta and Yreka. Yet, passengers did not 
have to walk. According to the Shasta Courier of 
August 26, 1854, "Mr. Geo. L. Greathouse & 
Brother have established a line of saddle mules 
between Shasta and Callahan's Ranch." North from 
Callahan's, McLaughlin & McComb's California 
and Oregon Mail Stage Line took passengers to 
Yreka and to Jacksonville, Oregon; while south 
from the St. Charles Hotel in Shasta, the Califor
nia Stage Company ran to the rest of the state. With 
the Greathouse mule train in operation, the stage 
company proclaimed, "Running time from Sacra
mento City to Yreka, four days." 

Although the stage proprietors declared that 
"Messrs. Greathouse & Bro. have spared no pains 
to make everything comfortable and convenient 
for the traveling public over this road," the reality 
of sixty rugged miles over the Trinity and Scott 
Mountains was different. The Reverend S.D. 
Simonds described this steep, narrow trail. In early 
October 1856, he mounted a mule and headed to 
Yreka to preach. "Up, up, two and a half miles," 
he struggled. "Scrambling up on an angle of forty 
to sixty degrees will make one weak in the knees, 
and no amount of clerical dignity can prevent his 
puffing," the exhausted minister declared. How
ever, Simonds did not ignore the scenery. "I 
stopped frequently ... and feasted my eyes on the 
grandeur that faced me." He elaborated, "Awful 
canyons pitch down first on one hand and then on 
the other. Different ridges unite, and divide, ad 
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Figure 33. George Greathouse, with brother Ridgely 
and Hugh Slicer, ran GREATHOUSE & SLICER'S 
EXPRESS between mid-October 1855 and mid-N ovem
ber 1857. 

sink, and mount, and straggle into huge heaps and 
lines in various directions." 

After running the passenger train for a-year, 
the Greathouses realized that good profit came 
through buying and shipping gold dust, and they 
asked Hugh Sands Slicer, the Yreka stage agent 
for his cousin Charles McLaughlin, to join them. 
George wrote from Shasta on September 16, 1855, 
"I have gone in with Hugh Slicer buying dust. 
[Brother] Bob brought down the first [from Yreka] 
this evening." Slicer, born in Pittsburg on April 1, 
1825, was a blacksmith by trade who arrived in 
California in 1850. Luck in mining at Hawkins 
Bar near Yreka gave him the capital to join the 
Greathouses. "Slicer was not only fearless," his 
friend Joaquin Miller declared, "but always very 
wise and cool." Another recorded a trait that would 
have endeared him to his partners: "Mr. Slicer was 
very secretive in his business affairs." 

In the Greathouse division of labor, George and 
Robert ran the passenger train, while George, 
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Ridgley and Slicer would handle the express, 
scheduled to begin on October 1, 1855. An adver
tisement on October 20 announced that Greathouse 
& Slicer were "now prepared to run a Daily Ex
press from our office in Yreka to all parts of Cali
fornia and Oregon, connecting at Shasta with Wells, 
Fargo & Co." William T. Hanford, "one of the 
oldest Expressmen in Northern California," 
handled business at the Yreka House in the 
Siskiyou County city, while George remained in 
Shasta. In addition to the daily express, dust-car
rying messengers -- Ridgely in particular-- left on 
Mondays and Thursdays. Gold filled their own 
Wells Fargo bank accounts and Greathouse & 
Slicer offered to sell merchants and others who 
wished to safely transport money, convenient 
"Checks on Wells, Fargo & Co. Payable at Shasta, 
Sacramento, and San Francisco." 

December 1997 

Simonds' "magnificent castellated crags arid 
peaks" could not protect Greathouse territory for
ever, as competitors wished entry. In 1856 and 
1857, the California Stage Company encouraged 
road-building over the rugged mountains, and 
opened an alternate Yreka road by way of the Sac
ramento and Pit Rivers. In mid-November 1857, 
with Henry investing in Gonzales, Texas, where 
Robert soon joined him, George sold a losing busi
ness to go into one more profitable. The mule train 
went to James E. Carr, who was building a stage 
road between Yreka and Shasta, and George be
came a gold-buying banker in Yreka. 

At the same time, Greathouse & Slicer's Ex
press, after twenty-five months between October 
1855 and November 1857, became a memory. 
Hugh Slicer, the member of the firm most inter
ested in expressing and stagecoaching, retired with 

Figure 34. 1894 photograph of interior of Siskiyou County Bank, successor to the bank originated by Elijah and 
Henry Wadsworth. Henry's son, Frederick E. Wadsworth, carried on the family tradition, serving as cashier of 
the bank and agent for Wells, Fargo & Co., which maintained its office in the bank. (Wells Fargo Archives) 
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Comer card of Georges Carion, Philatelic Expert. He didn't mention being an expert forger. 

$32,000 in dust. Ironically, his legacy is an ex- For more information on later Greathouse ad
press frank that has become the best known of ventures, when their Southern sympathies ruined 
Georges Carlon's forgeries! Slicer drifted south to George's Yreka investments, Ridgely outfitted the 
New Orleans in 1858, became involved in block- Confederate privateer J.M. Chapman, and Henry 
ade-running and cotton speculation during the Civil gained a new fortune in stagecoaching and bank
War, and in 1866 returned to Oakland,Califomia. ing, see Robert J. Chandler, "Success to Civil War 
A life-long bachelor, Slicer devoted his energies Tragedy: The Greathouse Brothers of Greathouse 
to commerce. "He was so silent and strong, and & Slicer's Express," Western Express, March 1996. 
entirely self-contained at all times," Joaquin Miller · 
opined. -He owned 6,000 acres in the San Joaquin WELLS, FARGO & CO. 
Valley and became the "monied man" and presi- Greathouse & Slicer's agency of Wells, Fargo 
dent of the Alameda Macadamizing Company. & Co. was similar to the arrangement maintained 
Dying on his sixty-seventh birthday in 1892, Hugh by F. W. Blake & Co. and Greenhood & Newbauer 
Slicer left a comfortable estate of $300,000. in Weaverville. Each remained independent and 

In early 1858, the Greathouse bankers broke retained its own identity. It was the Yreka Union 
with Wells Fargo. When Greathouse & Bro. -- on September 29, 1855 that called attention to 
George and Ridgley --offered on April4, 1858, to Greathouse & Slicer as representing Wells Fargo 
"Buy Gold Dust, Receive Deposits, Make Collec- in the community. Another express company -
tions & Negotiate Loans," their San Francisco cor- Rhodes & Whitney-- advertised in the same issue 
respondent bank was no longer Wells Fargo. Ridge that its agent was E. Wadsworth. Even earlier, on 
explained later, that although Wells Fargo's trea- February 4,1855, the Courier listed Wadsworth as 
sure charges were "comparatively low," the vol- agent for James M. Rhodes in Yreka, so he was 
ume of gold the Yreka banking house shipped made knowledgable of the business. 
express fees aggregately too high, and he carried Yreka newspapers are not available to deter
their dust himself. Wells Fargo retaliated on Octo- mine when Greathouse & Slicer ceased to repre
ber 1, 1858, when it appointed Yreka banker Elijah sent Wells, Fargo & Co., but it was possibly as 
Wadsworth their agent. early as April 4, 1858 when they offered B. 
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Davidson bills of exchange. A change should not 
have been unexpected. 

Having opened an office in Weaverville on 
August 17, 1858, it was logical for Wells Fargo to 
establish its own office at Yreka. An advertise
ment dated September 30, 1858 [in the Chronicle 
of October 21] advised that Wells Fargo now had 
an office in Yreka. Headed WELLS, FARGO & 
CO.'s EXPRESS and EXCHANGE OFFICE, it 
offered a "DAILY EXPRESS to all parts of Cali
fornia and Oregon and semi-monthly to the Atlan
tic States and Europe." The advertisement ap
peared over the name of E. WADSWORTH, 
AGENT. Elijah Wadsworth and his brother, Henry, 
were to have long identities with Wells Fargo, and 
not just in Yreka. 

Dr. Elijah Wadsworth, born in Ohio in 1821 
and trained as a physician, arrived at Yreka in 1852. 
After opening a banking office, he became very 
influential in the community. He served as City 
Treasurer on numerous occasions, and as State 
Senator from December 1865 to March 1868. He 
was one of the founders of Odd Fellowship in 
Yreka. Elijah Wadsworth individually represented 
Wells Fargo in Yreka until November 1, 1866. His 
death occurred on May 17, 1886, after retiring to 
Oakland. 

Henry Wadsworth came to California in 1858 
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and immediately joined his elder brother in busi
ness at Yreka. An Agents' signature book in the 
California State Library shows that Wells Fargo ap
pointed E. & H. Wadsworth agents on November 
1, 1866. In 1871 , Henry Wadsworth received a 
promotion to agent at the important Salt Lake City 
office. Three years later, he moved to San Fran
cisco to become Treasurer of Wells, Fargo & Co. 
and Cashier of Wells, Fargo & Co.'s Bank. 

Meantime, under the name E. & H. Wadsworth, 
the family ran their banking business in Yreka and 
represented Wells Fargo. On September 1, 1882, 
the Siskiyou County Bank opened its doors. This 
chartered bank merely continued the interests of 
private bankers Elijah and Henry Wadsworth. 
Henry's son, Frederick E. Wadsworth, was cashier. 
As the successor agent to E. & H. Wadsworth, he 
managed the Wells Fargo office from 1887 to 1900. 

On June 27, 1903, the San Francisco Chronicle 
reported that "one of the best known financiers on 
this coast is to sever his connections with [Wells 
Fargo] on July 1st. Mr. Wadsworth is to be the 
first of a number of faithful employees of the com
pany to retire on pension." 

Elijah and Henry Wadsworth represented Wells, 
Fargo & Co. with distinction and contributed 
greatly to the welfare of Yreka and its citizens. 

SISKIYOU FEEDER LINES 
It is unfortunate that only incomplete files of early Siskiyou County newspapers exist, making it 

difficult to present full coverage of the many feeder lines that served the area. The author would be 
glad to receive information regarding additional lines through the year 1860. 

HART & CO.'s EXPRESS 
An advertisement in the Yreka Union of Sep

tember 29, 1855 provides considerable informa
tion on this little-known express line. It connected 
at Crescent City with Wells, Fargo &. Co. and at 
Yreka with Rhodes & Co. It included the follow
ing places: Sailor's Diggings, Althouse, Indian 
Creek, Happy Camp, Klamath River, Hamburg 
Bar, Johnson's Bar, French Bar, and Scott's Bar. 

The schedule was flexible, for it would "leave 
Yreka upon the arrival of the mail from the States, 
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for Crescent City. Leave Crescent City for Yreka 
upon the arrival of the mail at that place." 

The advertisement further disclosed that "for 
the security of our patrons against all unavoidable 
accidents, we have entered into a Joint Stock Capi
tal of $5000 for all valuables and treasures that 
may be entrusted to our care." 

There is no evidence that Hart & Co.'s Express 
continued very long. 
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HANFORD & CO.'s EXPRESS 
Although intended as a regional express, Hanford & 

Co. merely served as a feeder line during its short exist
ence in 1857. It ran a daily express from Yreka via Shasta 
to Marysville, where it connected with Alta Express 
Company and through them with Berford & Co.'s Ex
press at San Francisco for the Atlantic States. 

An article in the Shasta Republican on July 18, 1857 
called attention to the establishment of this express and 
commented that "Mr. Hanford is well known in North-
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Figure 35. William Hoffman in Jacksonville, 
Oregon, handled this collection for DUGAN 
&WAU. Additionally, while C. C. Beekman vis
ited the East between November 1858 and De
cember 1859, Hoffman purchased BEEKMAN'S 
EXPRESS between Jacksonville and Yreka d ran 
it as WM. HOFFMAN'S EXPRESS. In 1861, 
Beekman married Hoffman's daughter Julia. 
(Courtesy of John Drew) 

ern California as an experienced express
man and his connection with the Company 
will insure prompt performance of all busi
ness entrusted to their care." During the 
latter pan of 1855, W.T. Hanford had served 
as agent for Greathouse & Slicer in Yreka. 

In an adjoining advertisement, the new 
express offered "their patrons facilities 
SECOND TO NONE and at greatly RE
DUCE RATES." Its YREKA TRAIN 
would leave the Shasta office to make "the 
trip through from Shasta to Yreka via the 
Sacramento River route "with ease in Eigh
teen Hours." 

In the Marysville H era/d the following 
day, local agent Randall & Co. advertsied 
that Hanford & Co.'s Express passed 
"through the counties of Butte, Tehama, 
Shasta, Trinity and Siskiyou." 

Competition from Wells, Fargo &Co. 
made the route unprofitable and it ceased 
operations in 1858. 

CHASE'S EXPRESS 
An advertisement in the Chronicle on 

October 21, 1858 introduced CHASE'S 
EXPRESS and DAILY PASSENGER 
WAGONS for Deadwood and Indian 
Creek. It proposed to "faithfully attend to 
all branches of the Express Business." Fare 
for passengers was two dollars. The office 
in Yreka was with Wells Fargo. 

The only change to the advertisement 
in the Union on July 2, 1859 was the addi-
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Figure 36. Beekman resumed his express on January 1,1860 and collected this 1862freight bill for [Richard] 
Dugan & [Joseph] WAU, forwarding and commission merchants, agents for WELLS, FARGO & CO., and 
proprietors of their own express. (Courtesy of John Drew) 

tion of Greenhorn as a destination point. In the 
same newspaper on July 19, 1859, an advertise
ment made no reference to passengers, so Chase 
must have decided that this segment of the busi
ness was not profitable. Yet, on August 2, 1861 , 
he again included passenger wagons in his adver
tisement in the Journal. The difficulty of the route 
in winter is evident in an article in the November 
20, 1861 issue of the Journal: "CHASE'S EX
PRESS has changed its time, running every other 
day instead of daily on account of the roads get
ting bad." 

In the April1866 issue of Western Express, Dr. 
Hertz mentions an advertisement in the Union of 
May 5, 1860 that Chase would connect withVan 
Wyck's Scott Valley Express at Indian Creek ev
ery Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Also, he states 
that Chase sold his express in 1863 to Charles W. 
Prindle, who carried on the business. 
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KISTLE & MOFFET'S 
YREKA and HUMBUG EXPRESS 

The firm advertised in the Siskiyou Chronicle 
on October 21, 1858 that it "leaves every Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday for HUMBUG, UTILE 
HUMBUG and KLAMATII RIVER, and returns 
on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. Goes to Bea
ver and Hungry Creeks on the arrival of the Atlan
tic mail." Identical advertisements continued to 
appear (examples, Yreka Union on July 19, 1859 
andY reka Chonicle on August 27, 1859). The last 
named newspaper also carried the following ar
ticle: "Messrs. Kistle & Moffet, of the Yreka and 
Humbug Express, have sold their route to Mr. John 
H. Massey, who will hereafter make regular trips, 
the same as by the former proprietors." 
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Figure 37. Two handstamps of CROOK'S SCOTT RIVER EXPRESS appear on cover picked up in 
the northern mining region and delivered to Judge Roseborough in Yreka. (Courtesy of John Drew) 

CALL'S EXPRESS 
WOOD'S EXPRESS 

LOWRY'S EXPRESS 
These expresses are reviewed together as each 

successor firm printed an identical advertisement 
in the Yreka Chronicle: Call's on October 21, 1858; 
Wood's on July 9, 1859; and Lowry's on August 
27. 1859. The advertisements read: "LEAVES 
YREKA EVERY TUESDAY AND FRIDAY 

morning for Oro Fino, AEtna and Rough and 
Ready. Leaves AEtna Mills every Monday and 
Thursday. Passengers, Freght &c. conveyed to and 
from either of the above mentioned places on the 
most reasonable terms." 

The turn-overs are indicative of the difficulty 
in maintaining this route. 

Figure 38. 
Handstamp on cover 
to Yreka attorney 
Roseborough reads 
PRINDLE'S EX
PRESS FROM 
YREKA TO SCOTT 
&KLAMATH 
RIVERS. (Courtesy 
of John Drew) 
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Figure 39. Cover carried by CHASE'S EXPRESS to Yreka post office, where it was mailed on 
January 29, J858with PAID 10 to Portsmouth, Vermont. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 

CROOKS' DAILY EXPRESS 
and PASSENGER TRAIN 

A.D. Crooks, proprietor, advertised this firm 
as of September 23, 1858 [Siskiyou Chronicle 
October 21 , 1858]. It left the office of Wells, Fargo 
& Co. in Yreka daily for mining localities on the 
Scott and Klamath Rivers. It offered to procure 
bills of exchange and checks on Wells, Fargo & 
Co. for its customers. A similar advertisement was 
in the August 27, 1859 issue. 

An Express Notice in the February 11, 1860 
issue of the Weekly Union advised that A.D. Crooks 
& Co. "have this day sold to Mr. CHAS. W. 
PRINDLE, their Scott and Klamath River Express, 
connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co. at Yreka. Mr. 
Prindle has been in our employ, as Messenger, for 
a long time and is too well known to the business 
community to need recommendation from us." 

Crooks did not remain out of the express busi
ness. An advertisement in the Union on August 
20, 1862 gave notice of his Yreka and Red Bluff 
Express Stage Line. It operated between the two 
cities in two days, staying overnight at Dog Creek. 
At Red Bluff it connected with steamers for Sac
ramento. His popularity is evident in that Siskiyou 
County voters elected him sheriff on September 2, 
1863. 
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CHARLES W. PRINDLE'S EXPRESSES 
In the same February 11, 1860 issue, Prindle 

used an advertisement similar to his predecessor's, 
again referring to a daily express and passenger 
train. 

Prindle formed a partnership with Augustus 
Meamber, but this broke up with their Notice of 
Dissolution dated October30, 1860 [Yreka Union 
November 10, 1860]. It read: "The co-partner
ship heretorfore existing between [C.W. Prindle 
and A. Meamber] under the name and style of 
Prindle & Meamber, is this day dissolved by mu
tual consent. A. Meamber is assignee and is au
thorized to collect all the dues of the late firm and 
will pay all debts. C. W. Prindle will continue to 
act as messenger and agent for Meamber & Bro., 
who succeed to the business." Meamber spent 
thirty years in the mule train business in Siskiyou. 

By August 15, 1861 PRINDLE & CO. oper
ated the same route to the Scott and Klamath Riv
ers, connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co. at Yreka. 
Now Prindle had C. Travelli as a partner. 

Apparently Prindle resumed business alone, for 
an article in the Journal of November 27, 1861 
noted that "PRINDLE'S SCOTT RIVER EX
PRESS will hereafter connect with Chase's Express 
at Indian Creek instead of coming to Yreka." 
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Figure 40. Embossed frank of CHASE'S EXPRESS on cover with handstamp of connecting WElLS, 
FARGO & CO. at Yreka for delivery in San Francisco. (Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank) 

Less than a year later, Prindle no longer had to 
connect with Chase's Express to reach Yreka. The 
Journal of August 2, 1862 advised its readers that 
"Chas. W. Prindle now runs the express business 
to Deadwood, McAdams and Indian Creek, and 
vicinity, having bought out Mr. G .W. Chase." The 
articles provides a clue to the different Chases, 
adding: "Mr. Austin has bought out Jake Chase, 
on the Humbug route." 

The November 30, 1864 issue of the Union 
contained an advertisement for PRINDLE & CO.'s 
EXPRESS, as it continued to serve the Scott and 
Klamath River areas. Now C.W. PRINDLE & Co. 
included Prindle along with Benjamin Jacobs and 
William Rinewald. It is evident that the route 
staned by A.D. Crooks and continued for many 
years by Charles W. Prindle proved to be a suc
cessful one. 

VANWYCK'S EXPRESS 
H.D. Van Wyck was no stranger to the people 

in Yreka when he commenced an express business 
in 1860. The Yreka Mountain Herald of June 18, 
1853 carried an advertisement for Van Wyck & 
Klink calling attention to large stocks of merchan
dise they were constantly receiving by mule trains 
from Lower California and Oregon. 

On February 11, 1860, H.D. VanWyck adver-

tised that VANWYCK'S TRI-WEEKLY EX
PRESS would leave Yreka for Fort Jones, Oro 
Fino, Mugginsville, Pinery, Lafayette and Rough 
& Ready every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 8 A.M. It would leave Scott Valley on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday. 

Subsequently he advertised a daily express to 
Scott Valley and tri-weekly to Salmon River. 

SECESSION EXPRESS 
Although the well known Chase's Express con

tinued operating until its sale in 1863 to Charles 
W. Prindle, the Journal of July 5, 1861 contained 
a second Chase in its advertisements. The follow
ing advertisement dated March 25, 1860 appeared 
under the heading SECESSION EXPRESS: 

"N. Chase, having seceded from VanWyck's 
Express, runs a 'Hog Express' of his own from 
Yreka to Fort Jones, Oro Fino, Mugginsville, Pin
ery, Rough & Ready, Aetna Mills, Sugar Creek, 
French Creek, Porter's Flat, Wild Cat, and South 
Fork, Connecting with California Stage Co. at 
Callahan's Ranch daily. Connects at Aetna Mill 
with Ford's Express train to Salmon River." 

Although it may be difficult to take the adver
tisement seriously, apparently N. Chase operated 
his line successfully for a period of at least fifteen 
months. 
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EPILOGUE 

This article concludes a series on early expressing in the principal gold mining regions of Califor
nia. The pattern was similar but varied largely due to terrain and distances from population centers. 
Inability of the United States Post Office to render adequate sevice provided fertile ground for the 
development of early expresses. 

Pioneer expressmen preceded regional expresses. Major express companies then accquired the 
regionals, thus broadening their coverage, particularly as roads and transportation improved. Small 
feeder lines were instrumental in serving remote areas. These proliferated during the 1850s and some 
existed in the 1860s. 

After the collapse of Adams & Co., the leading express finn on the Pacific Coast until February 
1855, Wells, Fargo & Co. became dominant. To retain that position,.it out-maneuvered would-be rivals 
from Pacific Express Company to Pacific Union Express Company. Before long, it offered "Ocean to 
Ocean" express service, as well as overseas. By providing faster and better service, Wells Fargo was 
able to compete against the Post Office in delivering letters until it terminated this arrangement in 
1895. 

It is evident from this series of articles that the early expresses filled a great need and earned 
widespread recognition for their part in the development of the West. 
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