
WE-STERN-EXPRESS 
RESEARCH JOURNAL OF EARLY WESTERN MAILS 

Vol. 48 No.2 
Whole no. 188 

Quarterly Publication or the 

WESTERN COVER SOCIETY 
Unit No. 14 • Amerkan Pbllatelk Society 

Express Overland Territorial 

Ocean Mail Post Offices Statehood 

And long may it w.w c,R<l it ever 
· btl$ smcc it wu~ !It'll~ unrurlcd. 

UllSIIIIilld 111~-1 triumpbnnt. 

Published 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

From Your Editor 
Secretary's Report 
Civil War Patriotic Covers of Western Manufacture 

by James W. Milgram, M.D. 
Old News - Updates to California Town Postmarks 

by Oscar Thomas 
lnyo County - New Ustings 

by Oscar Thomas 
The Great Mail Robbery at Royston, Oregon 

from the Klamath Republican 

Junel998 

Postal Rates 

Postal History 

1 
3 

4 

21 

23 

42 



Silver Vermeil 
Vermeil 
Vermeil 
Vermeil 
Vermeil 

Awards 
STaMpsHOW 89 
SESCAL91 
PHILITEX 1992 
COLPEX94 
STAMPSHOW 95 

For a discussion on the cover illustration, see the fine article on patriotic covers of 
western manufacture by Dr. James W. Milgram, starting on page 4 . 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

If you collect Western Express covers, Territorials, Town cancellation, or anything per
taining to the mails of the Old West, you are invited to join the Western Cover Society 
and enjoy meeting other collectors. 

Local groups of members meet more or less regularly to talk. swap and generally share 
their enthusiasm for Western covers. There is a Dutch treat luncheon meeting in San 
Francisco the last Friday of the month in the 12th floor dining room of the Marine's 
Memorial Club, Sutter and Mason streets, from about II a.m. to I p.m. or later. Visi
tors are always welcome, including non-members. 

Patron Membership $50.00 a year Sustaining Membership $30.00 a year 
Active membership $20.00 a year 

Membership dues include subscription to Western Express 

Send application with appropriate check to: 
Western Cover Society 
Edward Weinberg, Secretary 
27 Bridgewater Way 
Pleasant Hill CA 94523 

Please state your collecting interests. Your application will be acted upon at the next 

metting of the Board of DireCtors. 

Advertising rates, per issue: Full page $55.00; half page $27 .50; quarter page $17.50 

Copyright 1998 by the Western Cover Society ISSN 0510-2332 



Western Express 

From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone:503-635-1379 
e-mail: patera@teleport.com 

Drop in Membership 
All membership renewals for the Western 

Cover Society are made as of the first of the year, 
so during the Spring we fmd out how large are 
numbers are. This year we find a substantial drop, 
mostly from non-renewals. For this issue the Sec
retary reports five new members, one deceased, 
four resignations and a whopping 27 dropped for 
non-payment. This is a total loss of 27, or about 
9% of the total membership. 

Many in the "nonpayment" category were new 
members for just the last year or two; perhaps they 
found they weren't really all that interested in col
lecting western covers. But there were even a few 
long-standing members, the kind it really hurts to 
lose. Perhaps some of these will yet come back in 
the fold. 

Such a drop in membership is not disastrous, 
but if it is a trend we should all be concerned. We 
need new members to keep vitality in the Society. 
The question is, how do we find new members, 
and how do we keep them? There must be some
thing we can do that we're not doing now that would 
raise our profile. Something we can do to make 
members feel they are valued, and getting the value 
for the membership dues. 

Diversity 
Western Ex,press is the Society's most visible 

facet, and as editor I've encouraged a diversified 
selection of articles. We are criticized sometimes 
for being too oriented towards California; but the 
bulk of our members live in California and collect 
California, and when they send in an article for 
Western Express, guess what- it's likely to be on 
California! I'd be delighted to run articles on sub
jects dealing with any aspect of western postal his
tory; but if I don't have the material there's not much 
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I can do about it. The question remains that if we 
had a sizeable number of articles on subjects nQ1 
related to California, would it result in an increase 
in members who collect western states other than 
California? Would it cost us any members who 
collect only California? 

This issue was planned about the fine article 
on patriotic covers of western manufacture -- which 
is largely a California article -- and the update of 
Inyo County postmarks, most definitely Califor
nia. The one article that wasn't California was 
withdrawn, so I have substituted a reprint of a 
newspaper items relating to mail theft at a small 
Oregon post office in 1908. I have a few more 
short articles that could be reprinted, but if we are 
to make any serious effort at ensuring geographi
cal diversification, your editor will need an input 
of publishable material. Please, send in photo
copies of interesting covers, letters, even newspa
per articles that might provide such diversity and 
engage the interest of collectors that should be 
members but aren't. 

Next issue we will conclude the article on pa
triotic covers, and begin a two-part article on the 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad Express, by Bruce 
Mosher. Perhaps this would be a good time to 
me~tion to our friends who collect Colorado that 
Western Express may have something for them, 
encouraging them to join us. 

Next issue will also continue the postmark 
updates begun with the presentation oflnyo County 
in this issue. Mono County is next, likely to be 
followed by Alpine. Don't forget that Oscar Tho
mas is collecting updates and new information for 
.all of California. Please help us refme the pub
lished listings, making our information ever more 
comprehensive, by sending him photocopies of any 
covers that supply new information. 

Though for the Day 
How many of you have taken the time to send 

a note to one of our authors, thanking them for 
doing a nice job or providing some interesting in
formation? Such acknowledgment is the only pay 
they get, and I would say it's a safe bet that they're 
underpaid. 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors: 

Dale E. Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Edward A. Weinberg 
Oscar M. Thomas 
James R. Blaine 
Basil C. Pearce 
Howard Mader 
Robert J. Chandler 
~chaelJ.~ey 
William C. Tatham 

Not a Popular Postmaster. 
Visalia was settled as a farming town and by 

1864 was flourishing. The town was sustained not 
only by agriculture, but also by being the supply 
depot for mining districts in the upper Kern River 
and on the east side of the mountains from Coso 
and San Carlos. It was on the southern overland 
stage route, with direct communication to San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 

From the Visalia, California Delta of August 
17, 1864 (Vol. 6 no. 1 0) we take the following, 
which shows that the postmaster wasn't always the 
most popular person in town: 

"Our Postmaster. To show to the Postal Agent, 
who has charge on this coast, and to any one else 
whom it may concern, what a snarling, growling 
cur we have to manage the Postal affairs of this 
place, we will just give a small business transac
tion we had with the gentleman, on Monday, of 
this week, which will give a fair idea of his taking 
ways in a place where the extreme of courtesy, 
gentleness, urbanity, and, above all, strict justice 
should preside during office hours at least. We 
stepped into his place where he keeps the Post 
Office, - a place hundreds enter, who, like ourself, 
never would but for the fact that the office is there 
kept, to pay a bill, connected with his public du-
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CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

(415) 465-8290 

ties, of 5 31 hundreds. We handed him $7.50 in 
gold; he returned $2 10 hundreds; we humbly rep
resented to his swellship that he had made a mis
take in the change, that there was a deficit of nine 
cents; a small amount, "tis true, but 'justice being 
our plea, ' we ventured to call his attention to the 
important fact of his delinquency, and we did it in 
as gentle terms as we knew how to use. He thereat 
grew very angry, turned pale as a coward, which 
he doubtless is, for all mean men are such the world 
over, and made use of language and employed epi
thets that none but a low-flung blackguard will ever 
use in reference to any one, more particularly a 
man very nigh old enough to have been 
cotemporary with his grand sire. 

If we handle pitch it is a sure thing that our 
hands will be defiled. We can't bandy vulgar and 
obscene words without getting down upon a level 
of a man capable of the use of such language, there
fore we shall take our own time, mode, and place 
for giving our return blows to this fellow, but let 
him be assured they shall come, and come gcxxl, 
good for him, thrice good for nine tenths of the 
people who are compelled to submit to his unjust, 
arbitrary and contemptable ways in the manage
ment of the Postal affairs in Visalia." 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
#1198 Gregory H. Bock 

1520 W. Southgate Ave. 
Fullerton CA 92833 
Collects: Bodie 

#1199 USS George Washington 
CVN73Library 
FPO New York 09550 

#1200 Don L. Evans 
P.O. Box286 
Bonsall CA 92003 
Collects: 1861 1¢ Franklin and early Los 

Angeles postal history 

#1201 Kevin J. Mulkins 
6385 W. SW1Set Rd. 
Tucson AZ 85743 
Collects: Tombstone & SE Ariz. 1879-82 

#1202 R.H. Jayne 
Oak View Ruardean Hill 
Nr Drybrook Gloshire 
England GL179AP 
Collects: all cowboy memorabilia & gold 

Mining in the Yukon and Alaska 

Deceased 
#500 Steve Kovacich 

Resigned 
#1100 Len Mason 
#0721 Stephan Schumann 
#0748 Joseph Schwartz 
#0823 Leon Volan 

WANTED 
Advertisements in WESTERN EXPRESS 

A full-page advertisement in 
Western Express costs $55.00 

A half-page costs $27.50. 
and a quarter-page costs $17.50 
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Address Changes (only the new address is shown) 
John E. Allen 
540 -46th St 
Sacramento CA 95819-2827 

George Arthur 
P.O. Box 1202 
Victoria B.C. 
Canada V8W2T6 

Derek Bolton 
402 The Strand, 1st floor 
London WC2R One 
England 

Mrs. Mary DeBruler 
P.O. Box 1221 
Medford OR 97501-0091 

Lance T. Gunderson 
1915 S. Vernon St.. 
South Bend IN 46613-3323 

Duane P. Ulrich 
2601 NW Broadway Blvd. #285 
TucsonAZ 85745-1716 

Members Dropped for Nonpayment 
460 Owen Kriege 
578 J. Hawley 
654 John Robie 
784 Noonan Neary 
827 Bruce Ganek 
843 Edwin Comins 
859 Rod Crossley 
898 Bennie Fry 
997 Richard Basler 
998 Mort Turner 

1065 Douglas Wick 
1071 Angelo Ismimioglou 
1086 Bob Delaney 
1125 John Gilbert Jr. 
1159 Dan Barber 
1162 Kip Thomas 
1165 Bryce Wheeler 
1166 Mike Horlick 
1167 Michael Troubetzkoy 
1168 Chris Marsh 
1170 
1173 
1174 
1179 
1184 
1188 
1189 

Richard Malmgren 
Frederick Mayer 
Mary Lou Lyon 
Nicholas Grabieu 
John Steiner 
Robert Stoldal 
Mark Winters 
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CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS 
OF WESTERN MANUFACTURE 

by James W. Milgram, M.D. 

As a collector of Civil War patriotic enve
lopes and lettersheets, I occasionally come 
across items with western postal usages-- pre
dominately California and Oregon town post
marks on transcontinental usages to eastern 
towns, but other postal usages as well. Several 
years ago I began to realize that cenain designs 
were seen ~with western postmarks. While 
some envelopes do have imprints of California 
printers, other designs without imprints were 
also undoubtedly of western manufacture. I 
thought a checklist of patriotic covers of prob
able western origin would be a worthwhile 
project that, to my knowledge, had never been 
composed before. As there is nothing like an 
article listing known examples to bring other 
items "out of the woodwork," the author hopes 
any reader with an additional type will drop a 
line with a photocopy. 

I am assigning each listing a WP (Western 
Patriotic) number, and if listed in Weiss or 
Laurence include that number too. In addition, 
I am assigning a rarity number to each WP type: 
R-1 if more than 10 are known, R-2 if 3-10 are 
known, and R-3 when only one or two are re
corded. All listings are for used envelopes -
unused envelopes have not been seen. This is 
unlike many of the eastern designs, which exist 
unused as remainders or were in contemporary 
collectors' albums. 

Gene Freeman has been studying the print
ers of stationery up to the Civil War period, and 
has provided the information about the publish
ers who use imprints. Robert Chandler, John 
Drew, James Garnett, Ken Gilbart, James 
Jacobitz, Earl Kaplan, George Kramer and Ba
sil Pearce also provided me with illustrations 
from their respective collections. 

This article is reprinted with permission from The 
American Philatelist, May 1997, Volume 111 no.5, 
pages 426-433. Several new subtypes have been 
added and changes to the text have been made. 
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Figure i. WP-1 Waving flag in red and blue, 10-cent 1857 tied "GEORGETOWN Cal. OCT 6 1861 to 
Oswego, N.Y. red imprint: Published at the Commercial Printing Office, 517 Clay street. 

WP-1. Flag to left, red and blue, red imprint: Published at the Commercial Printing Office, 517 Clay 
street. R-2. 

An example of this design is shown in Figure 1 with a usage of a 1 0-cent 1857 from Georgetown, 
California. S.D. Valentine and his son ran a number of printing companies under similar names: Com
mercial Printing Office, Commercial Job & Steam Printers, or Commercial Steam Printing House. 
They did both San Francisco and Nevada City city directories. 

Figure 2. WP-2. Waving in red, red and blue, same design as WP-1 with additional eight line verse.10¢ 1857 
tied "NORTH SAN JUAN, Cal. JUL 30" to New Haven, Connecticut. 

WP-2. Flag to left, red and blue, same design as WP-1 and additional eight line verse. R-2. Also exists 
without imprint. 

The illustrated cover bears a 10-cent 1857 stamp with a "NORTII SAN mAN, Cal. JUL 30" post
mark. Some other usages include ten-cent 1857 stamps from San Francisco and Alpha, California, and 
one cover with a pair of five-cent 1861 buff stamps from Eugene City, Oregon. There is also a cover 
with usage from Virginia City, Nevada Territory. 
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Figure 3. W P-3. Different waving flag to left in red and blue, two strikes of"SACRAMENTO Cal MAR 1" 
and "10" (illegal due) to Bradford Maine. 

WP-3 Flag to left, red and blue, imprint: HOSSACK & CRAWFORD NEWS DEPOT SACRA
MENTO, no caption. R-3. 

The only recorded example of this design is shown in Letters of Gold. by Jesse Coburn in a color 
plate (Figure 3). John F. Crawfonl was a stationer at 93 K Street in Sacramento and C.D. Hossack is 
listed with no address. 

:.• .. 

Figure 4. WP-4. Flag to left in red and blue, 10-cent 18611ied grid and 
"ORO FINO CAL OCI' 25" to Winchendon, Massachusetts. 

WP-4. Flag to left, red and blue, imprint: Published by F. Roman, caption: OUR FLAG and three line 
verse. R-3. 

This rare flag design may have been printed by the firm of Anton Roman, a printing and publishing 
flnn in San Francisco. 
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Figure 5. WP-5. Flag to right in red and blue with imprint above flag and caption below, 10-cent 1857 tied 
"SAN FRANCISCO CalJUN 15 1861" to Lowville, New York 

WP-5. Flag to righ~ red and blue, imprint: Appleton, 503 Montgomery Street, caption: THE UNION 
& CONSTITUTION. R-3. 

David E. Appleton was a publisher and bookseller with two addresses in San Francisco, 522 Mer
chant Street and 508 Montgomery Street Only the cover illustrated in Figure 5 has been recorded. 

Figure 6. WP-6. Flag to right in red and blue, H. Wagner imprint, 10-cent1857 used from Marysville, Cal. 

WP-6. Flag to right, red and blue, imprint: H. Wagner, 63 D Stree~ Marysville, caption: THE UNION 
AND CONSTITUTION. R-3. 

A single example of this cover has been seen (Figure 6). It bears a Marysville postmark in July 
with ten-cent 1857 stamp going to Detroit. This is the only patriotic design known from this publisher. 
H. Wagner ran a book store in Marysville and is listed in the 1858 city directory. The flag in the design 
is similar to that in the Appleton printed patriotic. 
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Figure 7. WP-7. Flag to right in red and blue, nu:uwscript postmarks "Silver City U.T. June 25th" and 
"Paid 10 cts." This is a Nevada te"itorial usage when certain Nevada towns were within Utah Territory. 

WP-7. F1ag to right. red and blue, no imprint. caption: UNION AND CONSTITUTION. R-3. 
This is the same flag as in the previous two listings with western imprints. It is more likely than not 

that the illustrated example from Nevada Territory was printed in the West. 

Figure 8. WP-8. Flag to right in red and blue, imprinl at top, three-cenl/861 canceled grid and 
"SACRAMENTO CAL SEP 15 1862" to San Francisco, intrastate usage. 

WP-8. Flag to right, red and blue on yellow envelope, imprint: A. COOLOT, Stationer, 238 J, bet. 8th 
and 9th Streets, Sacramento, caption: UNION and UBERTY. R-3. 

This design is slightly different from the other three flag types. A. Coolot ran a variety store in 
Sacramento. 
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Figure 9. WP-8A. Flag wright in red and blue, no imprints, 10-cent 1857 tied 
"Columbia CAL. OCT 1? 1861" to Polo, Illinois 

WP-SA, Flag to right, red and blue, no imprint or caption. R-2. 

June 1998 

This type of flag design is probably the most common Civil War patriotic cover illustration. For 
identification of a flag design to be of western manufacture, one requires the same design to be known 
with a western imprint Thus the cover in Figure 9 matches the flag design seen in WP-8. Moreover, 
two examples have been recorded with western postmarks, the illustrated cover and a cover with three
cent local use from Sears Ville, Ca. to San Jose in October, 1861. 

Figure 1 OA. WP-9. Front of patriotic envelope showing overall flag design in red and blue. 
The 10-centl857 is tied blue target and "CARSON CITY U.T. SEP 27". 
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WP-9. Flag, overall design in red and blue, no imprint or caption. R-2. 
This design (Figures lOA and lOB) can be differentiated from other overall flag designs by its field 

of stars. The middle row has six stars; the rest have seven. Every other star is tilted. Also, the red 
stripes are composed of parallel smaller printed stripes. 

The illustrated example (one of four covers recorded) is a paste-up express cover; that is, the 
patriotic envelope was glued to a 10-cent franked express entire to pay the express fee from its point of 
origin (unknown) to Carson City, Utah Territory (later Nevada Territory). There is twenty cents post
age which might be an overpayment, because the express envelope also included the U.S. postage. It 
was the law then that both express and steamboat carried mail had to pay the U.S. postage even if the 
letter was never carried by the Post Office Department. The sender must have written the letter, placed 
it in the patriotic cover, but was required to use the express entire in order to pay the express fee. So the 
two envelopes were glued together, back to back. It is also possible that the usage might have been an 
overweight letter with double 10 cents postage paid, but it is more likely that the usage was as previ
ously described. 

There is no printer's imprint on these covers However, Grant lists T.C. Boyd, 310 Montgomery 
Street, San Francisco as the printer of a multicolored flag design. I do not know what design he was 
referencing. I have several Civil War songs with bright red oval handstamps of Boyd, but these were 
not the lettersheet type of printings. 

Page 10 

Figure 1 OB. The reverse of the cover is an unaddressed 1 0-cent entire bearing the 
same blue Carson City postmark, a Wells Fargo Aurora cancellation, and a 

printed/rank in red. This is a ''paste-up" usage of a patriotic cover. 
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Figure 11. Overall flag with narrower stripes with pair of five-cent buff stamps tied 
"BENICIA Cal. DEC 6" to Winnegance, Maine 

WP-9A. Flag, overall design in red and blue, stars same as WP-9 but stripes are thinner, no imprint. R-3. 
An example of this type is shown in Figure 11 with a pair of five-cent buff 1861 stamps tied "BENICIA 

Cal. DEC 6" to a small town in Maine. 

Figure 12. WP-10. Different overall flag with imprint "(GA)ZLAY, PRINTER, SAN FRANCISCO." 
The three-cent 1861 stamp tied "Skookum Chuck WT. Oct.l" pays the non-transcontinental 

postage from Washington Territory to San Francisco. 

WP-10. Flag, overall design in red and blue, imprint: GAZLAY, PRINTER, SAN FRANCISCO. R-3. 
This cover with the imprint bears a different flag design with a different star field and pink stripes 

with more lines than the overall flag design without imprint. Since several covers are known without 
imprint bearing 1857 stamps used in 1861, this cover with the imprint, of which only this example has 
been recordecL is probably a later printing, quite possibly a copied design. 

David M. Gazlay printed one of the San Francisco directories during the Civil War years. 
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Figure 13. WP-11. Cannon and jl4g type patriotic with imprint of HUJchings & Rosenfield on ten-cent 
entire. A two dollar Pony Express stamp is tied by blue oval running lwrse "PONY EXPRESS SAN FRAN
CISCO JUN 1 ", and the entire was canceled at St. Joseph, Missouri/or transport by the mails to New York. 

WP-11. (Laurence 2753). Cannon and flag, red and blue, printed on white envelopes and 10-cent 
entires, imprint.: Printed by Hutchings and Rosenfield, caption: The Union must and shall be pre
served. R-2. 

The western cannon and flag design is different from all of those rather common design types from 
various eastern printers. The cannon faces to the left, and the wheel closer to the viewer (the left wheel 
as you shoot the cannon) is to the kft of the other (right) wheel in the picture. The wheels are reversed 

: q~~;.4zod L.· f ·~ : :'. :•~$?~ ,+ . .;1:~::;:_~ ... ~~~'-: . . 

; 
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Figure 14. WP-11. Same usage showing June 12 dating of the Pony Express 
Juuadstamp and "ST. JOSEPH Mo. JUN 24" postmJJrk on the entire. 
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on those designs of eastern manufacture. This design with variations is probably the most common 
western patriotic cover device. However, it also has more varieties than any other design. 

Hutchings and Rosenfield was one of the important San Francisco printers and produced a number 
of pictorial California lettersheets (29 are recorded) and envelopes. 

The two covers illustrated (Figures 13 and 14) show the usage of a western patriotic with Pony 
Express usage. They also show the only known western Civil War patriotic cover designs printed on 
government entires, and they are the only ten-cent entires known with patriotic designs. Both covers 
are from the same Canfield correspondence. Other usages of this design on plain envelopes are known 
from California towns. 

WP-12. Cannon and flag, red and blue, no imprint, caption: The Union must and shall be preserved, 
verse in blue. R-2. 

There are two varieties of the same design without imprint with the verse either in red or in blue. 
The lettering is thinner than in the Hutchings and Rosenfield type. Both varieties are shown in color in 
Letters of Gold. 

. ; 

'/1-t' 
Th~: l Tni(:'n t ~: ~ ~ r;.t ~ll.d shr:.n 1/u . ~~:., 

r·1'~H:h.~'V'~d / / 

(/. /' / v' / ' '?'/ ''1 

,/::1 ' V t~ry1.--' 
(/J e" f 

//. .·• 

{?; ~;-<-. {_, • 

Figure 15. WP-13. Cannon and flag in red and blue, no imprinl, differem caption lettering, three-cem1857 
tkd "IOWA CITY Cal. JUL 12" to Folsom, California, imrastate usage. 

WP-13. Cannon and flag, red and blue, no imprint, caption in blue. R-2. 
A fine usage of this cover design with two one-cent stamps, a three-cent, and a ten-cent 1857 

paying the fifteen cents rate to Canada is shown in Letters of Gold. A cover with a three-cent stamp 
canceled from Iowa City, California to Folsom California is shown in Figure 15. A stampless cover 
with "C.V. Nov 4161" and "pd 10" all in manuscript might be missed as a Carson Valley, Nevada 
Territory usage if one did not know that the postmaster there used this abbreviation type of manuscript 
postmark. In the American Philatelist version of this article I showed a usage with "VIRGINIA CITY 
UTAH JULY 10" and manuscript "Paid 10". 
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Figure 16. WP-14. Cannon and flag in red, Nevada imprint, 10-cent 1857 canceled "OMEGA CAL AUG" to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In this example, the "Nevada" refers to Nevada City, California. 

WP-14. Cannon and flag, red, imprint: Published by Geo. W. Welch, Nevada. caption: "The Union: 
it must and shall be preserved." with line of dots between caption and imprint. R-3. 

This design is a one-color printing by George Welch, who owned the Pioneer Book and Music 
Store in Nevada City, California. From the early gold rush days he sold stationery and music as well as 
books and musical instruments. 

WP-15. Cannon and flag, red and blue, imprint: Published by CHARLES PALMER, Nevada, cap
tion: Tiffi UNION FOREVER R-3. 

The only example of this design recorded bears a ten-cent 1857 with Tunbuctoo, California post
mark to Rhode Island where the cover was forwarded. It is shown as lot 828 in Roben A. Siegel 
auction, January 1961. 

Charles Palmer, who graduated from Yale, came to California in 1849 as a miner, but like many 
others found that retail business paid a more cenain salary. He went into the book and stationery trade 
first in Nevada City and later in Folsom. Evidently he was influenced by George Welch in 1851 to 
choose this business. One of his other interests was the overland express, and he ran an assaying 
business too. 

WP-16. Cannon and flag, red and blue, imprint: Published by A.G. Simpson, Oroville, caption: The 
Union must and shall be preserved. R-3 

The only example of this imprint is a cover shown in lot 172, R.C. Frajola, December 14, 1985. 
A. G. Simpson was a bookseller and stationer in Oroville. His name is listed as a customer of Alben L. 
Bancroft, who ran a wholesale stationery business. 
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Figure 17. WP-17. Cannon andflag in red and blue, three-cent 1861 ms. cancel, blue 
"KNIGHTS FERRY Cal DEC 27" to San Francisco. 

WP-17. Cannon and flag, red and blue, caption: Published by L.C. Van Allen, Bookseller, Stockton, 
caption: The Union must and shall be preserved. R-3. 

While two examples of this have been seen, one is without postal markings. L.C. Van Allen was a 
print and bookseller in Stockton. Baird's book on California lettersheets lists a design by him showing 
Stockton. 

WP-18. Eagle, shield and flag, red and blue, imprint: Geo. H. Bell, Stationer, 611 Montgomery St., 
San Fran'co. R-2. 

This design is distinguished by the upright single arow in the eagle's talons on the right. 
The usage shown in Figures 18A and 18B is one of two similar paste-up Wells Fargo express 

covers with no postage on the patriotic envelope, which is the ordinary usage of a single weight paste
up express cover. Usages include the two paste-up Wells Fargo covers, a ten-cent 1857 from San 
Francisco, a ten-cent August 1861 from San Francisco, and a stampless from Gibsonville, California. 
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Figure 18A. WP-18. Eagle and flag in red and blue. "WELLS FARGO & Co. NAPA JUL 18" blue ovai 
to Downieville, California, paste-up with attached franked envelope on back. 

Figure 188. Reverse of the same envelope showing unaddressed three-cent franked envelope with 
two strikes of "WELLS FARGO & Co. NAPA JUL 18 .. express marking. 
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Western Express 

Figure 19. WP-19. Eagle andfozg in red and blue, ten-cent 1861 with 11UJnUSCript 
Carson Valley ("C.V. Nov. 23162") cancellation to Chatfield, Minnesota. 

June 1998 

WP-19. Eagle, shield and flag, red and blue, printed on white and yellow envelopes, same as WP-18 
but no imprint. R-2. 

Usages of this variety include a pair of covers with manuscript Pon Madison (W.T.) cancellations, 
a cover with a pair of five-cent brown 1861 stamps cancelled at Vrrginia City, N.T., and two covers 
from San Francisco. 

Figure 20. WP-20. Eagle and flag in red and blue on yellow envelope with imprint of publisher, three-cent 1861 
stamp canceled and red "FORBESTOWN Cal. JUL 31" to Gorham, Maine. For the stamp to belong, the year 

dme would have to be 1863, a very late date for a California patriotic usage. 

WP-20. Eagle, shield and flag, red and blue, printed on white and yellow envelopes, imprint: GEO. W. 
WELCH, Publisher, Nevada, no caption, R-2. 

Of the two western eagle designs this is the more artistic; one cannot imagine the eagle of WP-18 and 
WP-19 flying with such stubby wings. I think the listing without imprint is actually the first printing. 
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One cover seen has a Nevada_ City postmark which is compatible with a Nevada City, California 
origin of the envelope. Another is a local usage between Grass Valley and San Francisco, a more rare 
postal usage with a three-cent stamp than those covers that traveled across the country . 

.. , 
·.. r . ! ·-·.. • ....... ./ 

' £ ' I r-:;-:.(.., ' / f • /_1 (,/' ( 2 'f.,_ L/ ·' ~~ \....::: <.~~- "' 

' / J -~-2 / 
/.•" -· •' -~; .'' . : .. ~. "·t/ /' r , .. " ,_ . "'' 

Figure 21. WP-21 . Eagle andj'/IJg in red and blue, "OUR UNION FOREVER", 10-cent 1857 
ms. "Alviso Cal July 16th, 1861" to Cortland Village, New York. 

WP-21. (Weiss- E-L-236). Eagle, shield and flag, red and blue, same design as WP-20 but no imprint, 
caption: OUR UNION FOREVER. R-3. 

Whether this cover was printed by Welch in Nevada City or not is a question. This is definitely the 
more scarce eagle design type. 

Figure 22. WP-21A. Eagle andjliJg in red and blue on yellow envelope with 
different caption,JO-centl861 cancelled "NEVADA CITY, Cal. JUL 28". 

WP21-A. Eagle, shield, and flag, red and blue, printed on yellow envelopes, no imprint, caption: 
''Forever Float that Standard Sheet." R-3. 

This new variety has a different caption. 
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/ ( {; / 

Figure 23. WP-22LS. This is the only western printed Civil War lettersheet recorded, letter from 
Horsetown, California. As a lettersheet it was possible to show a whole poem under the design. 

The paper is folded so there are four pages. 
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WP-22LS. Eagle, shield and flag on white lettersheet, red and blue, same design as WP-21 with five 
stanza poem. R-3. 

In addition to the envelope designs printed in California, there are probably certain Civil War 
patriotic lettersheets also of California origin. This example in Figure 23 is the only one I have seen. 
The letter written upon this sheet was from Horsetown, California and is mostly about mining. 

Figure 24. WP-23. Globe and flag in red and blue, "California is Loyal to the Union.",10-cent 1857 tied "SAN 
FRANCISCO Cal. AUG 1 1861 to Straltanville, Penn.sylvania. 

WP-23. Globe and flag in ocean waves, red and blue, red imprint: Gazlay, Printer, San Francisco, blue 
caption: "California is Loyal to the Union." R-3. 

There is only one example of this design recorded. It demonstrates that Gazlay printed covers in 
1861. The picture is unusual in that the upper portion of the globe is in red, while the lower two thirds 
are in blue. This is different from the many varieties with this design of eastern manufacture. 

WP-24. Globe and flag in ocean waves, red and blue, imprint: J.W. Sullivan, San Francisco printer, 
caption: "California is Loyal to the Union. R-3. 

Only a single example of this design has been seen, with the best photograph in the R.A. Siegel 
auction January 12, 1971. 

The printer ran a newsstand at 414 Washington Street in San Francisco. 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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OLD NEWS 
Updates to California Town Postmarks 

by Oscar Thomas 

We are tracking all the updates that members 
are turning up after the publication of John Will
iams' book. I will try to publish, on a regular ba
sis, some of the fmds that our members have sent 
in. This article will deal with a few of the new 
manuscript cancels that have been found, and some 
of the questions raised and answers suggested. 

Frank Newton has found an ElDorado County 
manuscript Salmon Falls that is dated January 17. 
1874. This date is well inside the dates that we 
have for postmark EI..D-3430 that is bracketed with 
questions between August 1863 and February 
1875. Salmon Falls was a small revenue post of
fice that had little in the way of postmaster com
pensation, and it is thought that several postmas
ters served this post office during this period. The 
first postmark with a year date is ELD-3440, for 
which we have an earliest recorded use in 1893. 
The office may well have operated from 1851 to 
187 4 using only a manuscript for a cancel, with 
ELD-3430 in use between 187 4-93. However, we 
could also have a scenario where a manuscript was 
used followed by EID-3430, then the use of a sec
ond manuscript More research and the discovery 

of more material will be needed on this little town's 
history. 

John Williams reports that he never thought 
he would see a posting from Kern County's Allen's 
Camp. He has found a June 7, 1875 manuscript 
from this lQCation, which be believed was only in 
sevice during the months of April and May 1875. 
This envelope confirms that the mail was being 
posted at this location and that it was in play for at 
least a month longer than we suspected.* It is ru
mored that a small horde of letters were discov
ered from this location, and several more could be 
out there. 

A Tuol. City (Tuolumne City), Stanislaus 
County manuscript was found with a letter that 
dated the envelope to July 30, 1869. A Siskiyou 
County Yocumville manuscript was discovered 
with a date of December 12, 1883. This manu-

* Editor's note: This is further evidence that the dis
continuance dale reported in the official postal records 
during this period is the dale the order was issued, 
rather than the actual closing dale. In most cases the 
actual closing was at least six weeks later. 

Page21 



Western Express 

script is dated after the only postmark (SIS-4080) 
we have from this location. 

A very interesting envelope and letter that is 
of interest to both Los Angeles and Orange County 
collectors is the Santa Ana manuscript illustrated 
opposite, found by Robert Nichols. It is dated to 
the cover and the letter to August 27, 1871. The 
presence of this manuscript suggests that the post-

June1998 

mark from Santa Ana (LOS-13350) is probably 
dated March 10, 1872. 

If you have updates please send a copy to P.O. 
Box 604, El Toro CA 92630. If the postmark is a 
new type or of special interest, please send a color 
copy. It will reproduce better is we copy it for 
publication. 

Text of letter 

Dr. Thomas Flint, 
My Dear Sir, 

San Joaquin Ranch 
Aug. 26th, 1871 

Your favor came duly to hand and as it called for no immediate reply I have delayed answer
ing thinking your time would be fully occupied with political and other matters. The many letters 
written J .F. & Co. are intended as much for yourself as for Mr. Irvine and doubtless by them you are 
apprised of the condition of business matters here. I succeeded in getting the assessment reduced 
about twwnty-three thousand dollars below what it was last year - this amount was on the land and 
the number of sheep renuned this year is also less than last year. During Fisher's absence below I 
have been removing the old sheep from here to Stearns Ranchos and find that there is not so many as 
was estimated. The number per careful count is (11,600) Eleven thousand and six hundred exclusive 
of the old fine sheep and they will probably number about (1,500) fifteen hundred. There is prob
ably about five thousand lambs. I will get the exact account when we shear. 

Fished did nothing below only to undo the arrangements I had made and I fear we shall be late in 
getting the bucks down. 

Mr. Bixby was here a few days ago - he thinks he has feed enough for his flocks. 
I would like to know as soon as possible whether it is desired that I should remain here or not - if 

I am to stay for some time I would like to have my wife come out this FalL I feel that I can not work 
for the best advantage and the interests of the finn under the present ammgement. 

I have had the entire charge of all the sheep and their removal to the "Bolsar" and found no 
difficulty in handling them. I like the business and appreciate your efforts in my behalf. My health 
is very good and the climate agrees with me very well indeed. I saw Mr. Pacheco while he was in 
this Co. and he expressed himself confident of your election - So mote it be. I have been to Mr. 
Bixby's frequently since coming hee and have been treated with much hospitality. 

With regards to your family, I remain, 
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INYO COUNTY 
New Listings 

Listed below are new additions to Williams' work that will take it beyond 1935. Please 
note that new listings are given as large cap, lower case, lower case (Iny) to delineate 
it from Williams' work which is given as large cap, large cap, large cap (INY). 
Postmarks with zip codes are listed as XX9-X. Registered cancels are listed if they are 
used to cancel a stamp, if they are used as a back stamp they are listed under OTHER 
MARKS. 

AMARGOSA (02 APR 1962 - 16 MAY 1968) NCT to Death Valley Junction. 
Iny- 65 1C 32.0 19.5L 01 APR 63 17 FEB 68 2 4B-9 Black PM 

BARTLETI 
Iny- 136 

Iny-65 

BIG PINE 
Iny- 233 
Iny- 235 
Iny- 238 

Iny- 239-1 
Iny- 239-4 

1C 32.0 19.0L 13 DEC 50 30 DEC 64 1 4B-9 Black PM 

Iny-136 Iny-233 Iny-235 

1C 30.5 16.5L 24 MAY 41 30 MAY 61 1 EL-80 Black PM 
1C 23.5 13.0L 20 AUG 62 1 MACH Black PM 
2C 28.5 

18.0 15.5L 08 OCT 92 1 REG Black PM 
1C 33.0 20.5L 30 MAR 65 1 4B-9 Black PM 
1C 32.0 17.0L 07 MAY 68 08 OCT 92 1 4B-9 Black PM 

lny-238 lny-239-1 Iny-239-4 
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BlSHOP FIRST TRIP 

Cal. 
lny-325 lny-334 Iny-372 

BISHOP 
Iny- 325 2C 28.5 

19.5 10.0L 29 JAN 18 2 REG 
Iny- 334 1R 34.5 17.5L 03 DEC 24 4 REG Black PM 
Iny- 372 1C 32.5 10.0L 14 JUL 52 2 4B Black PM 
Iny- 374 1C 20.5 03.0L 18 AUG 58 1 MACH Black PM 
Iny- 376 1C 21.5 10.0L 01 APR 64 1 MACH Black PM 

Iny-374 Iny-376 lny-482 Iny-485 

CARTA GO 
Iny- 482 lC 32.0 19.0L 15 SEP 38 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 485 lC 32.0 19.0L 21 MAY 65 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 489-3 IC 31.5 17.0L 14 APR 70 1 4B-9 Black PM 

COSO JUNCTION 
Iny- 574 1C 32.0 14.0L 01 NOV 41 28 MAR 46 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 579-2 1C 33.0 12.0L 02 JUL 65 1 4B-9 Black PM 

Iny-699-3 Iny-574 Iny-579-2 
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DARWIN 
Iny- 692 1C 32.0 18.0L 15 DEC 37 27 JUL 45 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 694 1C 31.5 19.5L 04 FEB 49 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 696 lC 30.0 18.0L 24 MAY 61 2 EL-80 Black PM 
Iny- 699-3 1C 34.0 20.0L 01 APR 94 17 JUN 96 1 4B-4 Black PM 

lny-692 Iny-694 Iny-696 Iny-699-3 

DEATH VAlLEY 
Iny- 715 2C 28.5 

19.0 Ol.OL 21 JAN 25 3 REG 
Iny· 772 lC 30.0 14.0L 23 JAN 36 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 773 2C 43.0 

42.0 20.0L 06 APR 36 3 Black PM 
Iny- 775 1C 30.0 12.0L 19 MAR 38 29 SEP 42 2 EL-51 Black PM 
Iny- 776 1C 33.0 15.5L 31 MAR 47 18 MAR 48 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 777 lC 20.5 04.5L 03 DEC 49 1 MACH Black PM 
Iny- 778 1C 33.0 12.0L 20 MAR 63 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 779-3 1C 20.5 06.0L 22 MAR 67 18 NOV 71 1 MACH Black PM 
Iny- 779-6 1E 49.0 32.5 20 July 94 1 Black PM 

Iny· 715 lny-772 Iny-773 Iny-775 
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Iny-776 Iny-778 Iny-779-3 Iny-779-6 

DEEP SPRINGS 
Iny- 782 lC 31.5 14.0L 14 JUN 51 15 NOV 53 2 4B-9 Black PM 

DUNMOVIN (13 DEC 1938- 01 NOV 1941) Moved and NCT to COSO JUNCTION. 
Iny- 788 ML 75.0 17.0 21 DEC 38 3 Black PM 
Iny- 789 lC 32.0 17.5L 28 DEC 38 31 OCT 41 3 4B-9 Black PM 

Iny-782 Iny-789 

INDEPENDENCE 
Iny- 962 
Iny- 964 
Iny- 964A 
Iny- 965 
lny- 969-4 

1C 30.0 07.0L 12 APR 38 
lC 20.5 05.5L 01 JUL 57 
lC 20.5 05.5L 30 MAY 61 
lC 32.0 11.5L 21 MAY 65 
lC 32.0 13.0L 08 OCT 92 

CENTENNIAL 
INDEPENDENCE CI\LIF t---

1861 - 1<;61 

Iny-962 

28 DEC 43 

Iny-964a Iny-965 
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1 EL-51 Black PM 
1 MACH Black PM 
2 SPEC Black PM 
1 4B-9 Black PM 

Iny-969-4 
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KEEI.ER 
Iny-1102 1C 33.0 19.0L 28 SEP 44 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1105 1C 31.5 20.0L 27 MAY 61 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1109-6 1C 31.0 11.0L 18 FEB 94 24 OCT 94 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1109-7 2C 30.0 

19.0 13.0L 30 SEP 95 4 REG Red PM 
Iny-1109-9 1C 35.0 23 OL 09 JUL 96 1 4B Black PM 

Iny-1102 lny-1105 l ny-1109-6 lny-1109-7 lny-1109-9 

lAG UNIT A 
Iny-1110 MS 20 JAN 74 6 PEN Black PM 

lAWS 
Iny-1203 Ic 33.0 13.0L 13 DEC 40 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1204 1C 32.0 20.0L 16 FEB 44 14 JAN 47 2 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1207 1C 31.5 19.0L 23 APR 59 23 MAR 61 1 4B-9 Black PM 

UTILE LAKE (19 MAY 1909 · 15 JUL 1911) was NARKA. 
(13 JUN 1913 - 09 JUL 1983) Moved and NCT to Pearsonville. 
( 09 SEP 1983 · 11 APR 1997) CPO of INYOKERN 

Iny-1232 MS 04 MAY 71 5 PEN Black PM 
Iny-1274 1C 32.0 18.0L 05 SEP 38 30 DEC 50 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1275 1C 32.5 20.01 31 MAY 61 1 4B-9 Black PM 

Iny-1203 Iny-1204 Iny-1207 Iny-1274 Iny-1275 
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lJTTLE lAKE 
Iny-1277 2C 

Iny-1279-2 2C 

Iny-1277 

LONEPINE 
Iny-1375 lB 
Iny-1383 1C 
Iny-1386 1C 
Iny-1389-4 1C 
Iny-1389-5 1C 

Iny-1386 

29.0 
18.5 08.5L 
30.0 
19.0 10.0L 

lny-1279-2 

13.0 
20.5 
30.0 
35.5 
37.5 

• -

42.5 
07.5L 
15.0L 
17.0L 
22.5L 

-
l 

June 1998 

07 OCT 92 14 OCT 94 2 REG Black PM 

17 JUN 96 14 MAR 97 4 REG Red PM 

I lONE PlN£ 
CALIF. 

Iny-1375 Iny-1383 

3 ROLL Black PM 
20 JAN 47 1 MACH Black PM 
05 JUN 40 28 MAY 65 1 EL-90 Black PM 
16 NOV 95 2 4B Red PM 
14 MAR 96 14 MAR 97 2 48 BlackPM 

Iny-1389-4 Iny-1389-5 

MANZANAR (!APR 1942 - 30 NOV 1945) Bx of LA CO. moved to INDEPENDENCE 
Iny-1415 2C 27.5 

Iny-1417 
Iny-1418 
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17.0 03.5L 
1C 22.5 08.5L 
lC 30.0 14.0L 

01 APR 42 
14 AUG 44 
06 JUN 42 

5 
3 
4 

REG Black PM 
MACH Black PM 
EL-80 Black PM 
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--
I 

--
Iny-1415 Iny-1417 Iny-1418 

OLANCHA 
Iny-1532 1C 33.0 19.0L 25 JUN 40 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1535 lC 33.0 20.0L 30 MAY 61 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1539-3 1C 33.0 17.0L 04 JUN 68 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny- 1539-5 1C 31.5 15.0L 14 APR 70 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1539-9 1C 32.0 14.5L 07 OCT 92 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1536 2C 28.0 

18.0 12.5L 07 OCT 92 2 REG Purple PM 
Iny-1539-10 1C 35.0 22.5L 18 FEB 94 17 JUN 96 1 4B Black PM 
Iny-1539-12 2E 29.5 28.0 

20.0 18.5 
10.5L 09 JUL 96 14 MAR 97 1 REG Red PM 

Iny-1532 Iny-1535 lny-1539-3 lny-1539-5 

Iny-1539-9 Iny-1536 Iny-1539- 10 lny-1539-12 
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PAN~m:NT 
Iny-1575 2C 24.5 

12.0 05.5L 14 AUG 74* 6 

PANA.i\1INT SPRINGS (5 JUN 1940 - 30 NOV 1946) Moved to Lone Pine. 

June 1998 

Black PM 

Iny-1595 lC 33.0 lO.OL 23 JAN 41 08 NOV 44 3 4B-9 Black PM 

SAN CARLOS see TULARE COUNTY, TUL 2510 

SCCYITY'S CASTLE (16 APR 1947- 15 MAY 1953) Moved to Goldfield NV. 
Iny-1725 1C 31.5 11.5L 15 MAR 50 14 MAY 53 2 4B-9 Black PM 

1953 

Iny-1575 lny-1595 Iny-1725 

SHOSHONE 
Iny-1734 1C 33.0 19.0L 12 JUN 39 26 JUL 44 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1736 1C 32.0 17.0L 30 JAN 51 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1738 lC 31.5 20.0L 31 MAY 61 1 4B-9 Black PM 

TECOPA 
Iny-1812 1C 33.0 20.0L 23 JAN 38 30 JAN 40 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1814 1C 33.0 21.0L 01 APR 50 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1815 1C 33.0 20.0L 29 MAY 61 02 JUL 64 1 4B-9 Black PM 
Iny-1816 2C 29.5 

18.5 16.0L 05 MAR 62 1 REG Black PM 
Iny-1819-4 1C 32.0 19.0L 26 JAN 77 10 JAN 83 1 4B-9 Black PM 
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Iny-1734 Iny-1736 lny-1738 Iny-1812 

Iny-1814 Iny-1815 Iny-1816 Iny-1819-4 
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Changes to Wi11iams' work noted since publishing. 

INY· 1:30 Latest 
INY· 200 Earliest 
INY· 220 Earliest 
!NY- 220 Latest 
INY- 240 Latest 
INY· 300 Earliest 
INY· 310 Latest 
INY· 350 Latest 
INY- 360 Earliest 
INY· 360 Latest 
INY· 370 Latest 
INY- 460 Latest 
INY· 470 Earliest 
INY· 470 Latest 
INY- 510 Latest 
INY· 520 Earliest 
INY· .)70 Latest 
INY· 730 Latest 
INY· 7i0 Latest 
INY- 780 Latest 
INY· 840 Earliest 

INY· 860 Earliest 
INY· 950 Earliest 
INY-1040 Earliest 
INY- 1050 Earliest 
INY-1180 Earliest 
INY-1110 Change 
INY-1 180 Latest 
IN'f-1230 Earliest 
INY-1230 Latest 
INY-1240 Earliest 
INY-1270 Dim ens. 
INY-1300 Earliest 
INY-1380 Latest 
INY-1470 Earliest 
INY-1510 Latest 
INY-1530 Earliest 
INY-1550 Latest 
INY-1640 Latest 
INY-1660 Earliest 
INY-1720 Earliest 
INY-1720 Latest 
INY-1730 Latest 
INY-1740 Latest 
INY- ti90 Earliest 
INY-1790 Latest 
End 
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28 FEB 44 
10 APR 08 
23 JUN 23 
19 NOV 24 
22 ~IAR 92 
21 AUG 12 
20 DEC 17 
27 JUN 49 
03 DEC 24 
10 SEP 31 
22 OCT 50 
13 AUG 38 
07 JAN 21 
18 DEC 24 
02 OCT 79 
14 FEB 81 
07 APR 44 
26 rviAR 30 
30 rviAR 36 
05 JUL 44 
12 JUL 70 

01 APR 81 
10 SEP 26 
23 rviAR 99 
16 FEB 04 
30 JUL 09 
to Iny-1112 
26 DEC 10 
29 AUG 09 
08 SEP 09 
28 APR 10 
SIB 31.5 12L 
20 MAY 78 
12 AUG 37 
07 SEP 96 
26 AUG 25 
18 OCT 33 
31 AUG 41 
24 JAN 91 
21 AUG 06 
17 DEC 28 
25 rviAR 29 
11 DEC 35 
15 JUL 12 
281\tL-\.R 23 
01 FEB 25 

Was used to back stamp HPO's in 1952. 

Letter inside written at Kearsarge dated 
8 July 1870 noted that he would walk 
to town to post. 

Due to new MS listing for town. 
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NOI'ES ON POST MARKS AND JillJ,ER COWRS 

The following post marks are known only in black: INY-130, 200, 210, 260, 270, 300, 330, 360, 350, 370, 460, 530, 540. 
570. 680, 760, 780, 800, 820, 930, 950, 980, 1100, 1170, 1200, 1220, 1240, 1250, 1260, 1330, 1360, 1370, 1380, 1390. 
1400, 1490, 1500, 1540, 1550, 1720, 1740. Purple cancels are found as favor cancels going to PM collectors 1920 to 195C 
and some Post Offices would cancel letters at Christmas time in purple. 

INY-0020 
INY-0090 
INY-0100 
INY-0150 
INY-0240 
INY-0250 
INY-0390 
INY-0410 
INY-0420 
INY-0430 
INY-0470 
INY-0500 
INY-0510 
INY-0520 
INY-0540 
INY-0560 
INY-0580 
INY-0630 
INY-0670 
INY-0700 
INY-0840 
INY-0850 
INY-0860 
INY-0870 
INY-0890 
INY-0900 
INY-0910 
INY-1000 
INY-1020 
INY-1030 
INY-1040 
INY-1160 
INY-1180 
INY-1290 
INY-1300 
INY-1310 
INY-1350 
INY-1450 
INY-1460 
INY-1470 
INY· 1580 
INY-1660 
INY-1680 
INY-1730 
INY-1870 

Purple cancel 
Doane type 3 dated 6 May 1910 is canceled in purple, other 1908&1910 cancels are in black. 
Purple cancel 
Black PM and 3 circle target killer 
Purple PM and 3 circle target killer, also blue (Nov,89) and black (Mar,91) 
Purple PM and cancel 
Blue/black PM and target killer 
Black PM and 3 circle target killer 
Purple PM 
Purple PM and cross killer 
Black PM, with purple favor PM in 1921 
Blue PM with a black pen cancel 
Blue PM and 3 circle target killer 
Blue PM with black pen cancel, starting in 1885 black PM with 3 circle killer 
Black PM with circle killer 
Purple PM 
Blue PM 
Blue PM with cork killer 
Purple PM in 1914 and black PM in 1916 
Blue PM in 1912 
Black PM with pen cancel, also with 2 circle target killer 
Black PM with 4 circle target killer 
Black and purple PM in 1885 with 3 circle target killer 
Blue/purple PM 
Red PM (1893"') all others black PM 
Purple PM and star in circle killer, black PM with 4 triangle in circle 
Black PM and cork killer 
Blue/black PM and killer 
Purple PM and star killer 
Black PM and 3 circle target killer 
Black PM and 4 circle target killer 
Black PM and 4 circle target killer 
Black PM, blue PM (1910) 
Green/blue PM with 4 circle target killer 
Purple PM, black PM (1880) 
Black PM and 4 circle target killer 
Black PM and 4 circle target killer 
Purple PM with cork killer 
Purple PM and Multi line killer 
Purple PM, later date black PM with 4 circle target killer 
Black PM and 4 triangle killer 
Purple PM 09/08, all others black 
Red and black PM's 
Black PM 12/24, purple PM 12134 
Blue PM, also black PM 
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Iny-xxl 

Iny-xx2 

Iny-xx3 

Iny-xx4 

Iny-xx5 

Iny-xx6 
Iny-xx6A 
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OTHER MARKS 

This mark may not relate to the town of San Carlos but may be the mark of th 
Kenson's Owens River Express. As such it would have serviced the early town 
of Bend City, Camp Independence, Chrysopolis, Kearsarge, Union Mill and Sa. 
Carlos, tranporting the mail north to Aurora/Esmeralda and south to Keysvill' 
and Visalia. 

A wood block mark in the Big Pines Post Office and has been used to canct 
envelopes at times. 

This mark is applied at the Law Railroad Museum to mail that is then carried b 
Museum personnel to Bishop and is posted in the mail at that point. 

as "-

Iny·x.xl Iny-xx.2 Iny·xx.3 

Unclaimed mark applied at Keeler 29 June 1895. 

An orange Wells Fargo sticker from Bishop Creek that is known on envelopes. 

An orange Wells Fargo sticker from Keeler that is known on envelopes. 
Same as above with MS Bishop on sticker. 

Wells) fargo o s 

UN. claimed. 
EXPRESS. 

/J~/l-l· ~lz 
Iny-xx4 lny-xx5 

Wells, fargo & Co's 
EXPRESS I 

KEELER, CA~. 
Iny-x.x.6 
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Iny-xx7 

Iny-xx8 

Iny-xx9 

Iny-xlO 

Iny-x..x7 

Iny-xll 

Iny-xl2 

Iny-x13 

Iny-x14 

Iny·xll 

A purple HPO mark on a slip of paper that may have been a routing slip. 

A killer that was applied to an envelope from Death Valley. 

A mark applied to the back of an envelope sent from Philadelphia to Olancha in 
1896. 

Receiving mark applied to a postal card. 

POSTMASTER 
Ol..ANCRA., 

!.n.yo Co., CAl. .. 
<4<\~ o 16 o Ho 

Iny-x:-.;:8 Iny-x..x9 Iny-xlO 

Registered mark from Bishop. 

From a Bishop envelope dated 26 April 1926. 

Black Postal mark applied to card. 

Black M.O.B. mark applied to card with other marks. 

Special Delivery 
Iny-x12 Iny-xl3 Iny-x14 
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Iny-xl5 

Iny-xl6 

Iny-xl7 

Iny-xl8 

Iny-xl9 

Purple mark applied to card with others. 

Black mark applied to card dated 21 May 1965. 

Purple mark applied to the back of a registered letter from Little Lake. 

Black mark applied to card with other marks dated May 1965. 

Purple mark applied to card with other marks. 

Independence, 
Calif. 

LONE PlNE, 
CAUF. 

Iny-xl5 Iny-x16 Iny-x17 Iny-x17 Iny-x19 

Iny-x20 

Iny-x21 

Iny-x22 
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Black mark applied to a PC dated 5 Oct. 1943 from Panamint Springs. 

Receiving mark applied to back of envelope mailed from Round Valley (INY-1660 
on 30 Jan. 1912. 

Hand stamp probably applied by letter writer, 23 July 1900. 

AG NE.S COO\' REID 
Po.sifl\~stor Olancha, lnyo Co., Cal. 

Iny·x20 Iny-x21 Iny-x22 
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Iny-x23 

Iny-x24 

Iny-x25 

Iny-x26 

Iny-x27 

Iny-x28 

Iny-x29 

Blue Express Mark on a Wells Fargo franked envelope used for postage with a 
Panamint (INY-1580) post mark, posted to San Francisco. 

BUCKLEY'S EXPRESS. 
PAID 

lny-x23 

Black post mark applied in route by HPO, from Mojave with an EL-RTS killer. 

Red MOB cancel from Bishop applied to money receipt. 

Red MOB cancel from Lee applied to a money receipt. 

Red Registered mark applied to USPOD registered package to Euruka, Nevada. 
Back stamps show route as Mina & Keeler TR 191 8/8/08, Reno & Goldfield TR 
23 8/9/08, Ogdan & San Francisco RPO TR 2 8/9/08 and Eureka, Nevada 8/11108. 

Black return stamp on envelope from Keeler dated 1895. 

Black return stamp from Death Valley dated 1913. 

lny-x24 Iny-x25 Iny-x26 Iny-x27 

Iny-x28 Iny-x29 
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OLD TO NEW NUl\1BER LISTING 

Old numbers are the ones used before the publication of CALIFORNIA TOWN 
POSTMARKS 1849-1935. The current numbers are the ones used in this book. 

Old # Current# Old# Current# Old# Current# 

Unlisted INY-010 INY-215 INY-410 INY-435 INY-810 
INY-005 -020 -220 -420 -440 -820 

-010 -030 -225 -430 -450 -830 
-015 -040 -230 -440 -455 -840 
-025 -050 -235 -450 -460 -850 
-030 -060 -240 -460 -465 -860 
-045 -070 -245 -470 -470 -870 

Unlisted -080 -250 -480 -475 -880 
-050 -090 -255 -490 -480 -890 

INY-055 INY-100 Unlisted INY-500 INY-485 INY-900 
-060 -110 -260 -510 -490 -910 
-065 -120 -265 -520 -495 -920 
-070 -130 -270 -530 -500 -930 
-080 ·140 -280 -540 -505 -940 
-085 -150 -285 -550 -515 -950 
-090 -160 -295 -560 -520 -960 
-095 -170 -300 -570 -525 -970 
-100 ·180 Unlisted -580 -530 -980 
-105 -190 -305 -590 -540 -990 

INY-110 INY-200 INY-310 INY-600 INY-455 INY-1000 
-115 -210 -320 -610 -550 -1010 
-120 -220 -325 -620 -555 · 1020 
-125 -230 -330 -630 -560 ·1030 
·130 -240 -335 -640 -565 -1040 
-135 -250 -340 -650 -570 · 1050 
·140 -260 -345 -660 -575 ·1060 
-145 -270 -350 -670 -580 · 1070 
-150 -280 -360 ·680 -585 ·1080 
·155 -290 Unlisted -690 -595 1090 

Unlisted -295 INY-365 INY-700 INY-600 INY-1100 
INY-160 INY-300 -370 -710 -605 ·1110 

-165 -310 -375 -720 -610 ·1120 
·170 -320 Unlisted -730 -615 ·1130 
-175 -330 -380 -740 -620 -1140 
-180 -340 -385 -750 -625 ·1150 
-185 -360 -390 -760 -630 -1160 
-190 ·350 -395 -770 -635 -1170 
-195 -370 -405 -780 -640 ·1180 
-200 -380 -410 ·790 -645 ·1190 

Unlisted ·385 INY-430 INY·800 INY-650 INY-1200 
-205 ·390 

INY-210 INY-400 
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Old# Current# Old# Current# 

INY-655 INY-1210 INY-860 INY-1610 
-660 -1220 -870 Dropped 
-665 -1230 - Unlisted -1620 
-670 -1240 -875 -1640 
-675 -1250 -880 -1650 
-680 -1260 -885 -1660 
-685 -1270 Unlisted -1670 
-690 -1280 -890 -1680 
-695 -1290 -895 -1690 

INY-700 INY-1300 INY-900 INY-1700 
-705 -1310 -905 -1710 
-710 -1320 -910 -1720 
-715 -1330 -915 -1730 
-720 -1340 -920 -1740 
-725 -1350 ·925 -1750 
-730 -1360 -930 -1760 
-735 -1370 -935 -1770 
-745 -1380 -940 -1780 
-750 -1390 -945 -1790 

INY-755 INY-1400 INY-950 INY-1800 
-760 -1410 -955 -1810 

Unlisted -1420 -960 -1820 
-770 -1430 -965 -1830 
-775 -1440 -975 -1840 
-780 -1450 -980 -1850 
-785 -1460 -985 -1860 
-790 -1470 -990 -1870 
-795 -1480 END 
-800 -1490 

INY-805 INY-1500 
-810 -1510 
-815 -1520 
-820 -1530 
-830 -1540 
-835 -1550 

Unlisted ·1560 
-840 -1570 
-845 -1580 
-850 -1590 

INY-855 INY-1600 
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NOTES ON INYO COUNTY 

1. Mail that predates March 22, 1866 is correctly placed in Tulare County. 

2. A number of early key post marks survive due to the saved correspondence of W.A. Chalfan 
M.A Doble, W.E. Elliott, F. Mallory, H. Yerington, and Dr. C.B. White. 

3. Post marks from the following towns probably do not exist: Alkali, Chrysopolis, Donald, Furnac• 
George's Creek, Goldvalley, Kearsarge, Neptune, and Snows. Mail is known addressed t 
Chrysopolis, Fort Independence, Post Independence, Owens River and Willow Spring in the Co.: 
District. 

4. An envelope is known addressed to Chrysopolis that was forwarded to San Francisco. No po~ 
mark from Chrysopolis is present on the envelope. 

5. Some of the Post Offices that existed between 1900 and 1940 are among the rarities of th: 
County. Haiwee, Millspaugh, Lee, Keane Wonder, Leadfield and Reward are very rare post mark: 
Only two envelopes are known from Leadfield, both are philatelic and are canceled on the sam 
day. 

6. Envelopes from Panamint Springs and Death Valley are not common. Most people posted care 
as they passed through. 

7. Death Valley is not a common cancel before 1920. There were few people in the area and littl 
travel due to poor roads and the weather. 

8. Panamint Springs was closed during the winter of 1944 and July through September of 194! 
This was due to the war and the lack of gas and people traveling. 

9. The Darwin canceler and the postal handling of the mail may have been at Panamin t Sprin§ 
during the War. 

10. Non-philatelic cancels from Dunmovin are very rare. 

11. Only five enevelopes are known from Haiwee that are not address to Mexico. 

12. Inyo is a rare post mark with most of the envelopes known going to Preston, Calif. 

13. A complete, clean envelope from Cerro Gordo is a rare find. Most enevelope are a dirty brow 
and have been handled very rough. 

14. A Keane Wonder SL (27 x 3.0mm) is known on a Registered Receipt dated 23 Aug 1912. Th: 
mark may ha ve been used to post mark mail but has not been found on envelopes at this time 

15. Iny-1232 is a MS "L" (app .09 x 10mm) that is placed over the stamp and as such is both M 
and killer. 
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16. Non-Philatelic mail from Owenyo is not common as most of the mail through this PO was RPO 
canceled. 

17. Poleta, INY-1610 is not a common cancel and is not known after 1920. 

18. Panamint, INY-1570 is known as a SL with city only, city with month and day in both small 
a nd large caps (24 mm) and city with month, day and year (28.5 mm). 

19. Lone Pine and Olancha are the most common cancels up to 1900, after that Bishop is the most 
common cancel for the County. 

20. Most of the purple cancels from 1924 to 1950 are favor cancels for post mark collectors. Also, 
several of the purple cancels recorded on early marks appear around the Christmas period. 

21. This is a post card county, during the early part of the 1900s cards were used to communicate 
back and forth due to the lack of phones. After 1930 we see a large amount due to the vacationing 
public. 

22. A San Carlos manuscript is known dated 03 Sept 1864. 

23. The San Carlos Dist. mark can be dated as follows. 
July 30, 1863, Visalia PM posted to A. Doble in San Francisco. 
Aug. 15, 1863, Wells Fargo, Aurona frank to San Francisco. 
Oct. 31, 1863, Esmeralda, N.V. posted to Mr. Doble in San Francisco. 
Jan 4, 1864, Keysville MS posted to Hawley and Co. in San Francisco. 
Feb 1864, Kenson Express, Esmeralda, N.V. PM posted to Mr. Doble in San Francisco. 
April 15, 1864, Esmeralda, N.V. PM posted to J. Cole in Stockton 

24. Lone Pine cancel INY-1360 is noted for having problems with the year slug. 

25. Bishop Iny-372 with a Trip 1, a 7 PM Los Angeles receiving mark on the back side and a purple 
cachet is the Bishop to Los Angeles run. Envelopes with a Trip 2, a 6 PM Bishop receiving mark 
and a green cachet are the Los Angeles to Bishop run. 

26. INY-580 and INY-630 is believed to be the same post mark. Only one PM is known listed for 
INY-630. It has a 2 cent rate and the date is in question. (June 4 or 7, 1884 ?) 

27. It is believed that INY-1130 and INY-1140 are the same cancel. 

28. The Bishop Creek post mark INY-400 is found rotated 90 degrees on envelopes. 

29. The dating of the early marks from Panamint is questioned by some collectors. It is suggested 
that post mark Iny-1575 may pre-date the manuscript cancel. 

30. The Lagunita post mark is not known as a cancel. The only mark recorded is on the front of an 
envelope as a forwarding mark. 
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THE GREAT MAIL ROBBERY AT ROYSTON, OREGON 
as documented in the Klamath Falls Klamath Republican 

(this article contains newspaper accounts located by the late Bernie Griffin and was originally published 
by Elmer Binker in his Postal Historian V. 5, Sept.-Oct. 1970) 

Apri116, 1908 
The recent visit of Mail Route Inspector Vaille 

to this section has resulted in somewhat of a sen
sation as he has caused the arrest of the deputy 
postmaster at Royston on the charge of robbing 
the United States mail. S.A. White is the post
master at that place, but he does not reside there 
during the winter and had Bert Regan looking out 
for the office in the capacity of deputy. Mr. Regan 
was assisted by his wife in the performance of the 
duties of the postmaster and she too has been ar
rested. The warrants were served yesterday by the 
Bonanza constable, and the parties were brought 
to that place, where they will have a preliminary 
hearing. The charge upon which they have been 
arrested is petty larceny, this being done to hold 
them until the Federal authorities arrive to take 
them into custody. 

It seems that for several months articles have 
been lost in transit between this city and Bl y. Some 
months ago W.F. Reed sent a watch to this city to 
have it repaired. It was fixed and mailed to Mr. 
Reed, but it failed to reach its destination. The 
matter was reported to Inspector Vaille and he made 
an investigation when he was here a few days ago. 
The arrest is the result of Mr. Vaille's visit. 

Royston is a small postoffice, about midway 
between Bonanza and Bly, and nothing is handled 
there except the local mail, or what is called 'way 
mail' between this place and Bly. If the mail leaves 
Bonanza and does not arrive at Bly it is certain 
that it was lost by the driver or else it remained at 
Royston. The stage driver having no access to the 
mail sacks could not be responsible and it was up 
to the Royston office. A search was made and a 
number of articles were found in the possession of 
the deputy postmaster and his wife. Roy Walker 
was sununoned to Bonanza Thursday to identify 
certain articles, which he had sent to his folks at 
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Bly, but which had failed to reach their destina
tion. 

Roy Walker returned from Bonanza Friday 
evening where he had gone to identify certain ar
ticles that he had sent to Bly, but which had failed 
to reach their destination. It was thought that the 
articles might be among the things found in pos
session of the deputy postmaster of Royston when 
the raid was made. Roy was unable to identify 
any of the articles, but a number of other parties, 
who had lost things in the mail were there and iden
tified several articles. Miss Ada Erb, the postmis
tress at Bly, was positive in the identification of a 
number of articles, while Mrs. W.A. Walker, Mrs. 
L. Pankey, Mrs. Smith and Miss Ida Howard iden
tified certain articles that they had sent. 

It seems that for several months it has been 
suspected that things were not straight in the 
Royston office, and a number of complaints were 
made to the Department, but no investigations were 
made. A few days ago W.A. Walker and J.W. 
Brown secured a search warrant and went to 
Royston to search the Regan home. The search 
resulted in fmding between 200 and 300 pounds 
of merchandise which had been taken from the 
mail. Some difficulty was experienced in making 
the search as Mrs. Regan objected to it in a rather 
forcible manner, and the officers are making an
other search which will probably reveal a number 
of other articles that are missing. 

Regan and wife are now held at Bonanza await
ing the arrival of the United States Marshall, who 
is on his way here from Roseburg. He sent word 
to hold the parties until his arrival. 

The operations of the Regans were carried on 
in a bold way and on a large scale. They have 
been at Royston during the winter and in that time 
they accumulated large quantities of dress goods, 
wearing apparel, shoes, jewelry and trinkets of all 
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kinds. It has been learned that some of these ar
ticles they sold. while others they wore themselves. 
The boldness of the methods employed is what led 
to the search warrant and to their undoing. 

April 16, 1908 
C. C. Riches and R.J. Stockmeyer, United States 

marshalls, passed through the city Saturday enroute 
to Bonanza to take charge of Bert Regan and wife 
who will be charged with robbing the U.S. mail. 

After April 16 newspaper accounts consistently used 
the spelling "Ragan" rather than "Regan". 

April 23, 1908 
Postoffice Inspectors O.C. Riches and R.J. 

Stockmeyer have returned from Royston and 
Merrill where they were on business connected 
with the United States mail robbery at the former 
place. Bert Ragan and his wife were taken to 
Merrill and arraigned before Commissioner Mar
tin. They waived examinations and were held to 
the grand jury in the sum of $1000 each. The 
mother of Mrs. Ragan, Mrs. Bowers of Lakeview, 
came to Merrill to arrange for the bail and as soon 
as it is furnished the parties will be turned loose 
until they are summoned before the grand jury. 

In discussing the situation Inspector Stock
meyer stated that it was a very strong case as the 
evidence is convincing. It was brought out that 
Mrs. Ragan is the one who had charge of the of
fice and whatever Ragan himself did was merely 
to assist her. However the inspectors consider them 
both implicated in the affair and they were both 
taken before the commissioner. 

June 18, 1908 
It was the aesthetic taste, it seems, and her long

ing for higher and finer things. that led to the down
fall of Mrs. Nellie F. Ragan, former assistant post
mistress at Royston, in this county and at one time 
known as the cowgirl queen of Southern Oregon, 
against who an indictment containing four counts 
has been returned by a Federal grand jury sustain
ing the charge of robbing the United States mails 

June 1998 

Map showing location of Royston on stage route be
tween Bonanza and Bly. This route is little used today. 

which had been placed against her two months ago. 
Among the fancy articles that Mrs. Ragan is 

accused of having taken from the United States 
mails and converted to her own use are two sofa 
pillow covers, each of which was addressed to other 
persons. Then pretty petticoats and fancy hose, 
cream colored and dainty blue union suits are also 
mentioned in the indictment as having been among 
the effects which Mrs. Ragan confiscated from the 
channels of Uncle Sam's mail service. But in keep
ing an eye open for delicate articles of an orna
mental nature, Mrs. Ragan did not, according to 
the charge of the governmental officials, overlook 
the necessities of life for the evidence shows that 
such articles of wear as corsets, corset covers, white 
vests and many other pieces of dress and goods 
had been taken by the woman accused. 

One of the counts in the indictment is that Mrs. 
Raga took charge of a sofa pillow cover belonging 
to Miss Ada Erb at Bly. This was rather a fancy 
affair, and particularly attractive to the eye. The 
cover is made of postal cards. This was taken it is 
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charged, November 18. Another sofa pillow cover 
had been sent to Mrs. H. Clayton of Bonanza, but 
had been sidetracked by the assistant postmistress. 

Mrs. Maggie Leonard of Bly, comes in for more 
things found in the possession of Mrs. Ragan than 
any of the others who lost articles in the mail and 
who gave testimony before the grand jurors. Miss 
Leonard claims a petticoat, two union suits, four 
white vests and the same number of corset covers. 

Mrs. J.E. Edsall of Bly, claims a corset which 
Mrs. Ragan had when authorities searched her 
home. 

Mrs. Ragan is but 22 years old. She has a baby 
only a few months of age. She was formerly Miss 
Nellie Bauer and as a girl rode the range for her 
father who was in the cattle business in Lake 
County. 

Bert Ragan, her husband, who was arrested on 
the belief that he had been implicated in the thefts, 
is not to be tried, the grand jury reporting that they 
had failed to fmd a true bill of information against 
him. 

Royston is a relay stage station near Bly. Mrs. 
Ragan took charge of the postoffice last fall while 
the postmistress moved to Bonanza in order to give 
her children an opportunity to attend school. 

Mrs. Ragan will probably be tried before Judge 
Wolverton in the United States District Court some 
time during the summer, or possibly not until next 
fall. The about of bail was fixed at $1000. 

June 25, 1908 
Mrs. Nellie E. Ragan, of Royston, plead guilty 

in the United States District Court Tuesday to an 
indictment charging her with feloniously opening 
mail, and was sentenced by Judge Wolverton to 
serve 30 days in the Multnomah County jail and to 
pay a fine of $400. 

Upon being arraigned before Judge Wolverton 
on the indictments returned against here by the last 
Federal grand jury, by consent she was allowed to 
plead guilty to only one count, that of opening a 
letter written by Mrs. Fred Campbell of Bly, and 
addressed to Weinstock, Lubin & Co., of San Fran
cisco. The four charges of embezzlement filed 
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against her by the grand jury were dismissed as 
full restitution has been made to the persons 
milcted, and it was the opinion of United States 
District Attorney McCourt that severe punishment 
was not necessary. 

The defendant was accompanied to court by 
her husband Bert Ragan, her mother and two chil
dren, Harry, aged four, and Vivian, just one year. 
As the babe is too young to be taken from the 
woman, Judge Wolverton, after accepting the plea 
of guilty, was in a quandry what sentence to pro
nounce .. In view of the many crimes fastened upon 
the former postal employee, the court evidently did 
not feel that full justice would be done by the mere 
infliction of a fme, and consequently made the or
der for 30 days imprisonment. 

Carrying the child in her arms and leading the 
boy by the hand, Mrs. Ragan was escorted from 
the courtroom by a deputy marshal. Her husband 
and mother brought up in the rear, and the mourn
ful procession to the county jail started. Naturally 
not realizing the fate confronting their mother, the 
two tots played together in great glee. The baby 
girl is just barely able to toddle and little Harry 
took great delight in proudly assisting his sister to 
walk across the cell. When the time for parting 
arrived Mrs. Ragan and her mother were on the 
verge of prostration. and both wept bitterly. 

Mrs. Ragan was indicted on many charges, the 
full particulars of which were previously reported 
in this paper. The particular crime for which she 
was sentenced was for opening a letter addressed 
to Weinstock, Lubin and Company. On the back 
of the envelope was the name and address of Mrs. 
Fred Campbell, and feeling assured that the letter 
contained an order for wearing apparel accompa
nied by the necessary money, she opened it. 

Her suspicions were well founded, but the or
der did not suit Mrs. Ragan, as none of the things 
enumerated would fit her. Accoringly she changed 
the order for articles of which she was in need, 
believing that the package would pass through the 

Royston office. By some mistake the goods were 
sent over another mail route and the substitution 
found. 
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