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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone:503-635-1379 
e-mail: patera@teleport.com 

This issue and Next 
In this issue we complete Bruce Mosher's fine 

study of the Denver & Rio Grande Express and 
start on a new serialized article on the early postal 
service to Kauai, Hawaiian Islands, contributed by 
Randall E. Burt. This article will spread over three 
issues, and will be followed by additional articles 
on the other islands of Hawaii. Don't miss this 
issue's short article on the new cover find for Pah
Ute County, Arizona. 

I'm hoping for an input of information, covers 
and letters from California in 1849. With the 150th 
anniversary of the Gold Rush upon us, it seems 
like a great opportunity to commemorate the event 
by doing what the Western Cover Society can do 
best. Won't you help? 

E-mail Directory 
In this issue we have the Western Cover 

Society's first directory of e-mail addresses. To 
those of you not versed in computers, electronic 
mail (e-mail) allows you to send messages instan
taneous! y, at no cost other than your regular In temet 
connection fee. Mark Metkin has assembled this 
directory of Western Cover Society members with 
their permission. To add your name, please send 
Mark an e-mail at metkin@mindspring.com and 
we will include your address in a future directory. 
Please mention your collecting interests if you want 
them included in the listing. 

Gordon Twedt 
This Fall brings the sad news of the death of 

Gordon Twedt, of Maddock, North Dakota. Gor
don was in the forefront of those collecting Da
kota Territory and North Dakota statehood, and was 
one of two members who lived in North Dakota. 
He helped form the North Dakota Postal History 
Society and served as the editor of The Dakota 
Collector for many years. We regret losing the 
storehouse of knowledge that passes with him. 
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Gold Rush Sesquicentennial 
I know there must be covers from California 

in 1848, but none have showed up in your editor's 
mail, thus we have none to show here. Nonethe
less, now at the end of 1998 we can pause and take 
a look at what California was like 150 years ago. 

In 1848 what is now the state of California had 
about 165,000 people; 150,000 of these were In
dians. Of the remaining 15,000, about half were 
Spanish-speaking, and the remainder were "Ameri
cans". In addition, there were about 10,000Ameri
cans in Oregon Territory, which embraced what is 
now the states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
parts of Montana. 

Word ofthe gold discovery at Coloma on Janu
ary 24, 1848 spread slowly. By early spring word 
had leaked to the Bay Area, and on May 12, 1848 
Sam Brannan arrived in San Francisco to stir things 
up with a bottle of gold nuggets. Many left for the 
gold fields in the next two days, and the great Cali
fornia Gold Rush was on. Bancroft says that by 
the middle of June three-quarters of the popula
tion had gone to the mines. By July 4,000 people 
- 20% of the non-Indian population of California -
were in the hills digging gold. 

Word of the gold discovery reached Hawaii by 
June, Mexico by late-summer, Oregon by August 
and Peru by September. Also in August 1848 the 
news began to be printed in the papers of the East
ern U.S.; the New York Herald of August 19 con
tains a report, and the New York Journal of Com
merce printed some uncorroborated stories. 

The news didn't make much of a stir at first, 
and the stories were widely disbelieved. It wasn't 
until President Zachary Taylor delivered a mes
sage to Congr~ss in December 1848 reporting on 
the discovery of gold in large quantities in Cali
fornia as a fact that the excitement began. Sud
denly the country was abuzz, and thousands de
cided that opportunity awaited them in California. 
Ships came into great demand along the eastern 
seaboard, and many farmers from the Mississippi 
Valley states contemplated the overland trip as soon 
as the weather would permit. 

These were the Argonauts, the '49ers. Ships 
full of gold seekers began arriving in the Spring of 
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Sacramento City in early 1849. Courtesy of Dale Wilson. 

1849, beginning with the arrival of the California goods, becoming known as the Emporium of Cali
on February 28. The overlanders didn't begin fornia, and indeed of the entire Pacific Coast. 
showing up in mid-summer, but by late summer Over the next several issues of Western Ex-
had become a flood of new arrivals. press it would be nice to present an unfolding pan-

At the end of 1848, California was little more orama of the Gold Rush. The San Francisco"Alta 
populated than it was at the beginning. There had California began publishing at the beginning of 
been a population redistribution, however, as there January 1849, providing us with some commen
were now numerous people wintering in the foot- tary on the Gold Rush. In reading these early is
hills. Sacramento had become a town at the land- sues, however, one senses the frustration of the Alta 
ing on the Sacramento River nearest Sutter's Fort, in not being able to find any reliable information 
but there were no towns as such in the gold area, from the mining areas. Rumors abounded, so it is 
except insofar as one could call the cluster of stores very difficult to get an accurate picture of what 
and saloons at Coloma a town. Gold had been dis- was happening. 
covered northeast of Sacramento at the Dry Dig- A rewarding course of publication would be 
gings that were to become the town of Auburn, presenting the year 1849 in the words of those who 
but there was no town there yet. Miners we~e try- were there, from their letters or published writings. 
ing their luck literally everywhere in the Sierra To do this, your editor needs help. If you have, or 
foothills, and it remained to be seen which points know ofletters that could be presented here, please 
would be important enought to become towns. send copies. Even if they have been published 

As the thousands poured in from the United before, if permission to reprint them may be ob
States, Mexico, South American, and even Europe, tained they belong here on our pages. Similarly, if 
every valley and canyon in the gold area was crawl- you have covers with 1849 postal markings from 
ing with hopeful gold seekers. The next 12 months California, please send a copy. This is an area in 
saw the establishment of towns that have persisted which the Western Cover Society can excel, and 
to this day. San Francisco, though initially depopu- one in which we should make the effort. Few of 
lated by the 1848 Gold Rush, soon took on added us will be around for the 200th anniversary, so let's 
importance as the port of entry for people and make the 150th one we are proud of. 
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PROSPECTS OF SAN FRANCISCO 
from the Alta California of February I, 1849 

"printed and published at San Francisco, U. Califa., on Thursday of each week, by Edward Gilbert, Edward C. 
Kemble, George C. Hubbard" 

In the month of June, 1847, a census of the 
town of San Francisco was taken, by a Lieutenant 
of the 1st New York Regiment, who was then on 
duty here. That census exhibited the fact, that her 
population had increased one hundred per cent in 
the preceding year, and then amounted to 459 souls. 
There had been erected within the year previous 
to June, 1847, thirty houses; and laboring men and 
mechanics were earning from two to three dollars 
per day. Business was brisk ... In the months of 
July and August, 1847, there were forty-eight 
houses erected, a number equal to five-eighths of 
all the buildings theretofore erected in the town .... 
During all this time the progress of San Francisco 
was continued and rapid, as a census taken by the 
school commissioners in the month of March, 1848 
clearly proved. The number of white inhabitants, 
as exhibited by their returns, amounted to 812 .... 

About this time (April 1848,) rumors of the 
discovery of extensive gold mines on the Rio 
Americano began to circulate from mouth to 
mouth. Little knots collected at street comers to 
hear and tell the news- squads of workmen might 
be seen listening with eager faces to the tale of 
some newly arrived 'digger,' and merchants and 
speculators began seriously to calculate the changes 
this state of things was likely to produce in the 
value of merchandise and town lots, and its effect 
upon trade generally. Society was in a state of fu
sion: and the prospects, condition and business of 
the country were about to undergo a wonderful 
revolution. For a moment, as the intelligence of 
new discoveries and the substantial evidences of 
old ones, came to the knowledge of the commu-
nity, public energy, enterprise and industry seemed 
paralyzed. The laborer leaned thoughtfully on his 
spade, the mechanic, with hands in pocket, looked 
listlessly and abstractedly upon his work, and the 

merchant shut himself up in his counting-room and 
turned over the pages of his ledger with a despera
tion which showed how eager he was to clutch the 
golden spoils. All classes and all conditions were 
spellbound. But suddenly the change came. -- The 
whole community, as if by a simultaneous impulse, 
literally rushed to this El Dorado. No inducements, 
no ties, could keep them away. The desire for gold 
reigned supreme, and swept before it, like a resist
less torrent, every landmark of "things that were." 

This was a dark and gloomy moment for San 
Francisco. Her streets were deserted, her houses 
untenanted, her improvements stopped in their very 
beginning, and the bud of her prosperity and ad
vancement nipped. Real estate had no value, for 
there were no purchasers; the wages of laborers. 
and mechanics had risen to five and ten dollars per 
day, and they were not to be procured at that; food 
had become enormously high, and the costs of the 
minor necessaries of life had so advanced that those 
few whose engagements rendered it impossible for 
them to go to the mines could see no probable 
means of procuring a bare subsistence. 

Like fire, the news spread throughout the land. 
The conservity industry of the country was dead; 
the plow was left to rust in the furrow, the crops to 
decay and waste where they grew, and the cattle to 
stray and wander where they chose. The news 
swept across the land and ocean, and Oregon, the 
Sandwich Islands, and Sonora sent their hundreds 
and thousands to participate in the golden harvest. 
The Indians in the country were seized with the 
mania, and not understanding the value of the ar
ticle they found, they paid immense prices for food, 
beads, cloths of bright colors, and merchandise 
generally. The sudden acquisition of wealth be gat 
in all a desire to spend, and to spend freely. Mer
chandise rose in price immensely, vile brandy and 
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San Francisco in 1848 was just a small 
Mexican village, as depicted on this map 
drawn in September 1848 by Augustus 
Harrison, captain of the brig Belfast. The 
waterfront at that time is well inland from 
what it is today. Courtesy New York Public 
Ubrary. 

rum became as valuable as an oriental 
emporer's choicest attar of rose, and pro
visions were almost worth their weight 
in gold.... Freight from San Francisco 
to Sutter's Embarcadero, a distance of 
some one hundred and sixty miles, was 
three dollars per one hundred pounds, 
and the passage money for each passen
ger was ten dollars.... Notwithstanding 
these monstrous prices, merchandise, 
clothing, provisions and liquors contin
ued to go forward to, and were in de
mand in, every portion of the mines. 

In the month of July, 1848, the min
ers began to suffer from sickness.... Fe
ver seized upon them, and many died. 
In the months of August and September 
the mines were nearly deserted, and ev
ery launch from Sutter's Fort brought 
numbers of pale and emaciated suffer
ers.... But it could not long so remain. 
The inherent industry of its citizens soon 
manifested itself, and many buildings 
were erected and other improvements 
made. In the latter part of September, 
however, the current set again towards 

As San Francisco transformed into a major 
port with the building of extensive wharves, 
there began a process of filling that extended 
the waterfront out into. the bay. This map 
shows the waterfront in 1852, with a line in
dicating the waterfront in 1848, Courtesy 
Bancroft Library. 
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the mines, and beyond the merchants and those 
employed by them, but few remained. 

In November, though, when the people returned 
from the mines for the winter, rich with the pre
cious metal, the effects of the gold mines upon San 
Francisco were more sensibly felt, and more prop
erly appreciated. Real estate rose immediately in 
value. Lots that had been purchased in the spring 
for from one hundred to two thousand dollars now 
ranged from one thousand to fifteen thousand dol
lars; buildings that had theretofore rented at from 
ten to twenty dollars per month, were now taken 
with avidity at from twenty to one hundred dollars 
per month; merchandise and provisions though 
enormously high before, advanced one hundred per 
cent., lumber and building materials advanced in 
the same ratio, and it was then, and not till then, 
that the problem was solved, "Will San Francisco 
be benefited, or not, by the discovery of the gold 
mines?" 

From that time all have conceded that she must 
advance and prosper, and that too, in a ratio which 
will astonish the methodical and plodding 
caluclator. Recent accounts from different parts 
of the world, and recent arrivals of ship loads of 
immigrants, render this position incontrovertible. 
But to make it still more incontestible let us state a 
few important facts---

1st. San Francisco possesses the safest, larg
est, and most accessible harbor on the whole Pa
cific coast; 

2d. The situation of the town is picturesque, 
and but four miles from the sea; 

3d. The large bay of San Francisco is navi
gable for medium sized vessels, as are also its great 
tributaries the Sacramento and San Joaquin. 

4th. The climate, though disagreeable to new 
comers from the prevalence of northwesterly 
winds, is remarkably healthy. 

5th. The population has increased since March 
last from 800 to about 2000 souls; 

6th. Real estate has risen in value from one 
hundred to ten hundred per cent. 

December 1998 

7th. The export of gold dust from this port 
since May last is supposed to exceed $2,000,000. 

8th. The duties collected at the custom house 
were, 4th Qr. of 1847, $12,040.19; 1st Qr. 1848, 
$11,931.27; 2d Qr. 1848, $8.835.38; 3d Qr. 1848, 
$74,827.98; 4th Qr. 1848, $100,480.83. Total, in 
1848, $196,074.66. 

9th. The imports of merchandise, during the 
year 1848, have probably exceeded in value 
$1,000,000. 

1Oth. The importation of coin in the same pe
riod for the purchase of gold dust, have probably 
amounted to $1,000,000. 

11th. The arrivals of passengers by sea have 
amounted to about 1000 souls. 

and 12th. The number of new buildings erected 
in the past year will probably exceed fifty. 

And yet, with all these natural and acquired 
advantages, San Francisco is perhaps the worst 
governed community in existence. Her public 
funds have been expended in ill-digested and ill
planned schemes, whose results are scarcely per
ceptible and of but little benefit - her public do
main has been parcelled out and sold, without the 
reservation of lots for public buildings, school 
houses, hospitals, or jails. She is without law, with
out proper executive officers, and without the 
means of confining and punishing offenders, and 
were it not that gold is so abundant, no man could 
caclulate how long before the assassin's knife 
would be at his throat, or at what moment the 
incendiary's torch would not be applied to his 
dwelling .... 

What then, shall be done? Every breeze that 
sweeps across the Pacific or the Rocky Mountains 
brings us intelligence that thousands of emigrants 
are already en route for California. Many of these 
will arrive in San Francisco, and it is fair to infer 
that the influx of strangers will add to the present 
unsettled and unsatisfactory situation of affairs, 
unless suitable means be adopted to prevent such 
a result. We shall be exposed to new evils, and it 
is the part of wisdom to be prepared for them. 
Again we ask, "What Shall be Done?" .... 

PageS 



Western Express 

Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors: 

Dale E. Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Edward A. Weinberg 
Oscar M. Thomas 
James R. Blaine 
Basil C. Pearce 
Howard Mader 
Robert J. Chandler 
Michael J. Rainey 
William C. Tatham 

December 1998 

WANTED 
Advertisements in 

WESTERN EXPRESS 

A full-page advertisement in 
Western Express costs $55.00 

A half-page costs $27.50, 
and a quarter-page costs $17.50 

WESTERN COVER SOCIETY E-MAIT... DIRECTORY 

Three-letter county abbreviations are taken from John Williams' book for California and 
Jim Forte's price lists for other states. 

Peter Bamert- p.bamert@spectraweb.ch 
Mexican Expresses 

Larry Cenotto - amadorarchives@volcano.net 
CA - AMA - Amador County Archivist 

John Drew - ACdrift@aol.com 
CA- MOT, SCL, SCR, 

· Coloma, Columbia, Truckee 
Western Expresses 

Don Evans - DEvansUSAF@aol.com 
CA - Los Angeles Area 

Jim Forte - jimforte@postalhistory.com 
Dealer 

Mark Metkin- metkin@mindspring.com 
CA - San Francisco Bay Area 
ID 
Wells Fargo - transcontinental uses 

Bill Miller- BullfrogB@aol.com 
NV - Bullfrog, Rhyolite 

Tom Mills- millsphil@mindspring.com 
Dealer - Mills Philatelics 

Alan Patera - patera@teleport.com 
Western States - mining towns 
WE Editor 

Ed Patera- ELPATERA@aol.com 
CA . 

Stanley Piller- STMPDLR@aol.com 
CA- 3c 1851-57 Issue and 3c 1857-61 Issue 
Dealer 

Michael Rainey- rainey@nccn.net 
CA-NEV 
WCS Director 

Schuyler Rumsey- srumsey@rumseyauctions.com 
Dealer - Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions 

Anita Sprankle - sprankle@kutztown.edu 
PA - logging and lumber ads 
sewing machine ads 

Ed Weinberg- JMaywine@aol.com 
CA-COC 
WCS Secretary 

John White - jwhite@orednet.org 
OR- Territory, YAM 

Kirk Wolford - krkstpco@goldstate.net 
Dealer - Kirk's Stamp Company 

If you are on-line and want to be listed in this directory, please send your name and e-mail 
address along with a brief summary of your collecting interests to Mark Metkin. 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
#1206 David Deto 

P.O. Box 118 
Yosemite CA 95389 
Collects: Mono, Mariposa & Inyo Coun

ties, CA; Western Nevada state 

#1207 Roger Gutzman 
P.O. Box 338 
Biggs CA 95917 
Dealer, R.G. Stamps 

#1208 Merry Shaimes 
8037 Loyd Ave. 
North Hollywood CA 91605 
Collects: California 

Reinstated Members 
# 654 John Robie, 

P.O. Box 2, Linden CA 95236-0002 

#1159 Dan Barber 
· P.O. Box 23055, Lansing MI 48909 

CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

(415) 465-8290 

December 1998 

Address Changes (only the new address is shown) 
Robert A. Franke 
991 Nipomo St. 
San Luis Obispo CA 93401-3409 

Lewis Garrett 
5230 Fiore Ter., No. K419 
San Diego CA 92122-5648 

Andrew M. Goheen 
P.O. Box 218 
New Pine Creek OR 97635 

David M. Goheen 
2405 Pinegrove Rd. 
Klamath Falls OR 97603-9449 

Robert Means 
17709 Upland Dr. 
Arlington WA 98223-7870 

Jonathan Topper 
8524 Highway 6, N #237 
Houston TX 77095-2103 

Deceased 
#513 Gordon Twedt 

WANTED 
BY COLLECfOR . 

--ooOoo--

Any non-philatelic covers and/or 
· postally- related items from the following 
three El Dorado County, California DPO's: 

I 

INDIAN DIGGINS 
MENDON 

OMO RANCH 

--ooOoo--

Please send, fax, or e-mail xerox 
with asking price to 

PETER NEWTON 
6130 Mill Road, Somerset, CA 95684 

fax: 530-620-6124 
e-mail: omoranch @ aol.com 
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MAIL FROM KAUAI 
by Randall E. Burt 
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Figure 1. The Sandwich Islands in 1869 
(R.E. Burt collection) 

Introduction 
A Honolulu newspaper of February 19, 1857 

profiled the port of entry and harbors on Kauai -
Waimea, Koloa and Nawiliwili Bay, all located on 
"the most northern island of the (Hawaiian) archi
pelago." Nearly circular, half ofKauai's 520 square 
mile area was considered "adapted to grazing and 
cultivation." Kauai boasted of "two bays and two 
open roads, used by coasting vessels, but ships now 
rarely anchor in them." 

PageS 

The southern .point of Kauai "lies in lat. 21° 
52', its northern point is 22° 15'. Its longitude is 
embraced between 159• 15' and 159°50'West." An 
1869 map is shown as Figure 1. 

The islands ofKauai and Niihau comprised the 
customs collection district of Koloa. Kauai's prin
cipal ports of entry were Hanalei, opened in 1846, 
followed by Waimea in 1850 and Koloa in 1855. 
Ships were never allowed to visit Niihau, since it 
had no authorized point of entry. 
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Figure 2. Map showing many of the early towns with post offices 

Nawiliwili Bay 
An 1857 Honolulu newspaper reported that 

Nawiliwili Bay "is distant from Koloa some twelve 
miles to the northeast. It is frequented only by 
coasters. The Bay lies directly open to southeast 
winds, during which, owing to the heavy swell, it 
is unsafe for vessels to lie there. The Lihue sugar 
plantation is located here" with "the governor and 
judicial officers of the Island", .until they later 
moved to Waimea. Figure 2 locates many early 
towns on Kauai. 

"The inner harbor, Niumalu, at the mouth of 
the river, has two fathoms on the bar. A circuitous 
channel of three fathoms leads into it. This is the 
only safe anchorage in the Bay for vessels during 
southeasterly stonns." 

Hanalei Harbor 
Hanalei is located on the northern coast of 

Kauai. "During the prevalence of the trade wind," 
Hanelei Harbor "affords good anchorage for ves
sels of all classes. It is exposed only to the north
west gales, small vessels with good ground tackle 
can lie safely under the lee of the reef, opposite 
the mouth of the river. One of the most pictur
esque views in the world is from the anchorage -
towering mountains, covered with woods, cascade, 
ravines and the Waiole river, with one of the rich
est valleys in our group, all mingle to make it a 
scene of unusual beauty." 

"The limited trade of the port is confined to a 
few coasting vessels, which supply the wants of 
the natives and the coffee plantations. Whale ships 
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seldom visit the port now (in 1857). The steamer 
West Point called at Hanalei frequently in her trips 
around the island, and a profitable trade was being 
made at the time of her loss. The two largest cof
fee plantations on the islands are located here, pro
ducing annually 150,000 to 200,000 lbs. of cof
fee." 

The Port of Entry at Koloa 
"Located about fifteen miles east and to wind

ward of Waimea, is the port of entry of Kauai, at 
which a collector of customs is stationed." 

"The anchorage of Koloa is an open roadstead, 
the trade wind blowing along and a little off shore. 
During the prevalence of the trade (wind) it is safe 
for ships to anchor, but they rarely do so, prefer
ring to procure their supplies 'lying off and on.' 
Schooners anchor close in to shore, in from four 
to six fathoms of water, sheltered somewhat from 
the wind by a bluff. Owing to the force of the 
swell and the headlands of the Island, and the want 
of proper buoys, a number of coasting vessels have 
been wrecked of late years at this port." 

A loss in the 1850s was the Hawaiian Steam 
Navigation Company's last inter island steamer 
Kalama. Honolulu publisher Abraham Pomander 
reported in his new Sandwich Islands Monthly 
Magazine that the Kalama was a "total loss at 
Koloa, Kauai on the 5th inst. (January 5, 1856) 
during a southerly gale. 

"A small rude pier is provided for the trade of 
the port. A good carriage road extends from the 
landing to the town, about two miles distant. Whal
ers purchase large amount of firewood, bullocks 
and sweet potatoes, which are better and cheaper 
at Koloa. Koloa's sugar plantations are consid
ered the most productive in the islands, with al
most 200 tons of sugar expected in 1857." 

Waimea Harbor 
"Similar to Lahaina's open roadstead, Waimea's 

is sheltered from the trade wind with a good an
chorage for whale ships. Waimea harbor is located 
in lat. 21• 57' North, long. 159• 42' West. An aver
age of forty to fifty whale ships visited Waimea 
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1svr·Pr.::t:cs ron su-xPs,-~ 
. . ' AT KOLOA. KAt' AI! ! -. 
li;IR. GEORGE GlLMORE. at liolo~','ia prO;:: 
ll. pared at short uotice to furnish· suppliet\ Cot 
ships, iltcluding firewood, sweet potatoes, fowU., 
turkies, pigs, beef, b~tter. &:c. 'Terms rea.qonl\hle. · · 

Figure 3. Advertisement from The Friend, October 
1853. Whaling ships and merchant vessels could 
reprovision at Koloa and other ports on Kauai, load
ing up with all islandfruits and vegetables in season. 

annually from 1825 to 1845. Their trade then de
clined in the early 1850s when custom regulations 
were tightened and better supplies were offered at 
Honolulu and Lahaina. 

"Waimea provides the best anchorage for ships 
at Kauai, and declared safe for large vessels, ex
cept when the south winds prevail from Decem
ber to March. The best anchorage is directly op
posite the beach, a little west of the mouth of the 
river, in twelve to fifteen fathoms, about half a mile 
from shore. Whale boats and canoes pass safely 
through the surf as it breaks wildly on the beach. 
Sweet potatoes and most of the island fruits and 
vegetables, poultry and pigs are available at 
Waimea in all seasons of the year. Capt. Cook 
anchored at Waimea when he first discovered the 
group in 1778." Figure 3 is an early advertise
ment for produce offered at Koloa. 

Coasters of Kauai in the 1850s 
A partial list of vessels and coasting schooners 

from Honolulu that frequented some of the ports 
on Kauai in the 1850s is provided in Table 1. All 
of these coasters, licensed and registered under the 
flag of Hawaii, carried inter-island mail on their 
route. 

During heavy weather and rough seas, some
times through negiigence of the crew, ships were 
wrecked against great boulders and lost near the 
islands. Witnesses often reported these losses on 
their return to Honolulu. A few of these losses of 
coaster and their mishaps off the island of Kauai 
read as follows: 

In The Polynesian, December 14, 1850, the 
Chilean registered schooner Puakalehua "struck a 
rock at Hanapepe, Kauai and sank in deep water, a 
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few days since; no lives lost. She belonged to a 
Chinaman at Honolulu." 

In The Polynesian, April 24, 1852 is a brief 
note that reads: "Coaster lost at Kauai. -- A small 
(25-ton) coasting schooner called the Keaweluali, 
was lost on the 16th inst., at Anahola, Kauai. We 
have no particulars in regard to her crew. This is 
the fourth coaster loast at Kauai during the winter, 
besides the American ship George Thatcher." 

vessel itself. We presume the error arose from the 
fact that there is an old schooner running between 
Oahu and Kauai, called the Mary Ann, which no
body would be surprised to hear had met the fate 
of the Marianne. The 33-ton schooner Marianne 
capsized in the Kauai channel on August 12, 1852, 
and lost twelve lives." 

Mail by Steamer to Kauai in 1854 
In The Polynesian, August 21, 1852, loss of 

the twelve man crew and the 33-ton schooner 
Marianne reads as follows: "The Schooner 
Marianne.-- In noticing the loss of this vessel last 
week, we were led, by the remarks of others, into 
an error in regard to her character. We have since 
been informed that she was a good staunch vessel, 
only three years old, and had recently been thor
oughly repaired. Her loss therefore to be attrib
uted to bad navigation, and not to any defect in the 

In The Polynesian, August 19, 1854, mail 
closed for ports on Kauai as follows; "The steamer 
Akamai returned to this port (Honolulu) on Friday 
morning, and sails again this evening for N awili wili 
and Hanalei." See Figure 4. 

On November 11, 1854, The Polynesian re
ported mails closed as follows, "for all ports on 
Kauai, on Monday, 4 p.m., by the steamer West 
Point." On December 2, 1854, it was mail "on 
Monday, for Kauai by the (steamer) Kalama." 

Table 1 
A Partial List of Ships, other than whalers, that visited Kauai in the 1850s 

(compiled from the Marine Journal in The Friend) 

Yessel Name ~ Master Date ~leared fQr Kauai 
Gen. Cobb Amer. Bgtn. Candage 1851, February 12 
John Young Haw. schr. Taylor 1851, September26 
Baltimore Haw. brig. Thorp 1852, August 10, via Kauai 
Whiton Amer. bark Young 1852, November 6, from Kauai 
Elizabeth Newell Haw. brig. Smith 1853, February 11, for Waimea 
Matt. Vassar Amer. schr. Dodge 1853, February 24, for Kauai 
Prince de Joinville Am.bg. Kittredge 1853, March 2, via Waimea 
Pfiel Bremen schr. Rothfuss 1853, July 27, for Waimea 
Akamai Haw. stmr. Ellis 1853, December 15, from Kauai 
Akamai Haw. stmr. Ellis 1854, February 9, for Hanalei 
Spartacus Amer. schr. Baker 1854, May 9, for Waimea & S.F. 
Gen. Morgan Amer. schr. Way 1854, Septembe 13, for Waimea 
Maria Haw. schr. Riddell 1854, November29, to Koloa, Waimea 
Astoria Amer. schr. Willoughby 1855, January 11, to Waimea 
Forward Amer. schr. Chapman 1855, October 31, to Koloa 
Kate Hill Amer. schr. Parker 1856, February 11, to Koloa 
Olivia Amer. schr. Brown 1856, March 12, to Koloa 
Excel Haw. schr. Antonia 1857, February?, to Nawiliwili 
Lewis Perry Amer. schr. Turner 1858, December2, for Kauai 
Excel Haw. schr. Antonia 1858, December 18, for Kauai 
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A;;;-~ . HAWAIIAN .&,~ 
~It:Z¥tr Stearu Navi;;ation Co.~ 

This Compnny's . .-pioneer steamer, A:KA~AI, 
h nving arrived Jr0m .. tl).e coo.st , · will co1wncnce 
h c;r r~o:;ul:ar trips .~ il.'fcw.-~y~ of -wh.io?- due notice 
Wlll be giYCn. . . . · . · , . 

Her route "ill embrace· all the princi~al ports of 
the Group, .from :Kauai to Hawaii, and 'her .trip~ will 

\

be made prompt!"· ns a<lverti.<!ed; • .... ·· . ,.. . .. 
r or freight or pnsso.gc, appl~· on bonrd, or tC> . 
2S.tf R:_li. llOWLI::\, A;;'t. 

The Polynesian, November 19, 1853 
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"70.,,. .. . . . ... '. ·. ' . . . . ... . ... -. _,_ ... :·: ...... · .. :• ., 
·.• · <~ ;v.·ESSELS·:ADVE!'RTISRD.;;\·'-' :·. · .... .. ,.,~.J. ... . ;.;_ •r•t, , ' ,· ; . •\ ..... !. ,, .. r,.-;, . · ~ . :.-f~.:: ,. ~ ...,• .-;_1• , 

~~-y(· ·::·HAWAUAN.:·i \ ·d~ . 
: · , . · .:si·e·i ·· :Na~iirO:tioi~c;·.~ 
· 'Tli!li'¢.omji;;:£y•m. ~o~'C';;~'·&tfau,J6';;:.s:::n ~~ 

' EU, 'h;t\Ylllll' v.mvod;·tlatli ' tl1" .eo:trt~:·mn eomme-pce 
her rci:!ulnr tripa'ln a~!ow .aar:i;!oi'whlel).'' duo· notice 
will~ given. :. · · · ··~· :· ... . ·.:··l ..• i·;.:, ,.:;·i · · :: . . :: . ·. 

;. · He~ l'QUto will .O'lllbrnce ·a.u tlio .pnncipal'pot'U ·o! 
[ tho Oi-o'\'P• i'r?fU Xo.uo.i 'to ~w~ o.ndhcr tri p• will 
bo m:uio:pl'Qmptly M a4Torttaed. ·.• .· . ·· ·. :. ··.',. ' .. :.:· .. 

:! .' For\.f.relsht. or pnaaAge,_ ~pplku board, or. .to , · :. 
.28-lf I · . ; ~ : . ··, : ~· · DOW'£:IN, Agt. 

. . . . . . . . . 
The Friend, December 1853 

Figure 4 . After the 114-ton S.B. WHEELER, a wood sidewheel steamer, was registered under the H awaiianflag 
in November 1853, her name was changed to the AKAMAI. She served as an inter-island coasting steamer until 
September 1854, then operated as a tug in Honolulu until scrapped in 1857 by Emmes Shipyard. 

Two Anchors Lost in 1857 steam boiler, and other freight for the Lihue 
In The Friend, February 1857, the following Plantation." 

mishap was reported: 
"Schooner Excel, from Kauai, reports hav

ing lost two anchors at Nawiliwili. She had 
taken refuge in the inner harbor at that port, 
which we have always supposed safe for small 
vessels in southerly blows, but Capt. Antonia 
reports that he barely saved his vessel from 
getting ashore in that harbor. Capt. A. reports 
that the schooner John Young and the Ameri
can schooner Gen. Morgan, Capt. Way, which 
was loading potatoes at Koloa for San Fran
cisco, both put to sea, and had been absent for 
about one week. The Gen. Morgan had taken 
on board 1,000 bbls., and would get the bal
ance of her cargo, 400 to 800 bbls., in 12 hours 
of fair weather." See Figure 5. 

New Sugar Mills for Kauai 
In The Polynesian, August 20, 1853, under 

"Ships, Shipping &c." is reported several coasting 
vessels bound for Kauai with heavy machinery for 
several plantations. Those notes read as follows: 

"The schooner Pau sailed on Monday for 
Nawiliwili, deeply laden with machinery, a 

"The brigantine Wilhelmine sailed on Tues
day, for Koloa, with a new sugar mill, machin
ery for the water power, &c. for the Koloa plan
tation. The amount for freight to and from the 
various plantations, shows the value to coast
ers of these indispensable auxiliaries to their 
business; to say nothing of other employments 
benefitted by them. Both of the above vessels 
will have freights both ways." 

See Figures 6 and 7. 

Many years later, Kauai's sugar plantations 
would build small gauge railroads between their 
plantations and the processing mills. These nar
row gauge railroads became known as the "sugar 
trains." 

Coasting Schooners of Kauai 
Many of these early coasting schooners which 

called at ports on Kauai were lost in heavy gales, 
storm tossed on rocky shoals or sank in heavy seas. 
Table 2 is a partial list of such losses. 

In the 1860s the schooners Mary and Kalama 

RE·GUJ,AR PACKJ<.;T } ' OR KAUAI. 

. THE l!' .\8T SAILING SCHOON BR 

Excel, 
Willlu~re&fter run rt:guhu·ly on the above l'I>Utc. For freight. or 
P<~ssage apply to the Captain on boartl, or to 

20-tf HACKF~LD k CO. 
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Figure 5. The schooner EXCEL was a regu
lar coasting packet to Kauai ports in 1857. 

Pacific Commercial Advertiser, July 16, 1857 
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were on the route to Koloa, while the Moi Wahine 
called at Koloa and Hanalei. The steam schooner 
Annie Laurie called at Koloa and other ports on 
Kauai. The schooner Hannah served Lihue and 
Nawiliwili. 

In 1864 a Honolulu newspaper reported that 
the favorite Kauai packet schooner Excel "has been 
completely overhauled at Emmes' Shipyard and is 
now as good as new and has again resumed her 
route as a regular packet for Hanalei." 

A Honolulu newspaper on May 25, 1867 pro
vided a glimpse of the coasting fleet of schooners 
that served on the route from Honolulu to Kauai, 
several sailing to Hanalei. The article noted that 
the 76 ton schooner Prince "runs regularly between 
Honolulu and Hanalei, and is deservedly a favor
ite with the travelling public. The Maiolo, formerly 

December 1998 

-:-. ,· -. Fbr·K~~a. -~d- r~J~~---- ~;-·· --· 
• ,, •• •1 1 I ' 

1 THE fine clippE-r schooner ''MARtA" 
· ~vill aail for the _. bove I porl3 this day, 

8,\'l:UH.DA Yj ~lay :r, at 6 o'clock. 
~\-.M. Hcturnin$--wi'l leave, Koloa 

• for llonolulu ~lar 10. ~·or freight pr 
paua~-·~-~~1~~·:__bonr<L ___ \ _ , . __ ., ... j ___ __ : ~::.:~ . 

Figure 7. Advertisement in The Polynesian, May 
3,1856. The clipper schooner MARIA was a regu
Lar packet on the Honolulu to Koloa and Waimea 
route in 1856. 

on the Nawiliwili route, has been withdrawn for 
the present and despatched to French Frigate Shoals 
on a wrecking enterprise. the Mary 2d, belonging 
to Foster & Co., commanded by a native, runs to 
Anahola. The Nettie Merrill, 105 1/2 tons .... is 
one of the finest among our coasters, an excellent 
sea boat and a fast sailer. The Yette, a new vessel 
of 36 1/2 tons, built at Kauai by Capt. White, runs 
to Hanalei." 

The writer noted that "communication between 
Kauai and the adjacent island of Niihau is mostly 
by small raised and decked whaleboats and by ca
noes." Niihau "is divided from Kauai by a chan-· 
nel of about eight miles in width, contains 80 square 
miles, and is the property of the Messrs. Sinclair, 
who purchased it from (the) Government several 
years ago for a sheep ranch, for which it is well 

Table 2 
A partial list of coasting vessels lost at or near ports on Kauai 

Vessel Name Tonnage Date Location 
Annie Laurie 87 1866, January Koloa 
Fairy Queen 68 1878, January 20 Hanalei 
Hannah 45 1865, July 8 Moloaa 
Hattie 52 1876, January 8 Nawiliwili 
Isabella 40 1873, February 17 Moloaa 
Kalama 21 ' 1850, December Kauai 
Kalama 240 1856, January 5 Koloa 
Kaluna 75 1866, January Koloa 
Kitty Cartwright 23 1871, January 7 Kauai 
Lehua 61 1850 Hanalei 
Luka 60 1877, September Wailua 
Mary 45 1871, November 2 Kauai 
Mary /Lucy White 46 1869 (early) Moloaa 
Nettie Merrill 156 1888, February 4 Waimea 
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adapted (being) stocked with about 8,000 head." 
Table 3 is the list of the coasting fleet as it ran in 
the newspaper on May 25, 1867. 

Loss of Steamer PLANTER off Niihau 
On January 27, 1886 at 10:30 p.m. the inter

island steamer Planter left Waimea, Kauai for 
Niihau. About three hours later, on approach the 
island of Kii reef, on the east end of Niihau, she 
slammed into a boulder. Passengers and crew 
quickly lowered a boat and abandoned the small 
steamer. The ship captain was rescued by the men 
in the boat just before the sea claimed the P Ianter. 
It had carried Hawaii's mail bags, freight and pas
sengers between the islands about three years. 
Most of her machinery was salvaged. 

Built at Port Blakely, Washington by Hall 
Brothers in 1883 for the Inter-Island Steam Navi
gation Company as the Camilla, she went to San 
Francisco. There her two cylinder compound en-
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gine with a 24" stroke was built and installed by 
W. Deacon. She had an 11" diameter boiler. After 
her steam engine machinery was installed, her 
name was changed to the Planter. Honolulu own
ers of the Inter-Island Steam Navigation Company 
put her on the route to Kauai and Niihau. Figure 8 
is a November 1885 poster of the Steamer P Ianter's 
sailing schedule from Honolulu to ports on Kauai. 

Mail Bags at the Custom House 
Before Honolulu had a post office or a post

master, all mail bags were required to be brought 
to the port collector of customs office for collec
tion and distribution under the civil code of 1846. 
A reminder of that duty of licensed masters of 
coasting vessels was published in The Polynesian 
on August 10, 1850 by the Collector General of 
Customs. The English version of that Hawaiian
English notice reads as follows: 

~\1t@J~l!i®~~J_: ~}1~~1-."t~.r ~ ~tb~!!J~ ~~~~ Dla1.~~~~ 
' • . . . . •'-.' i: 1,. • I · 

0Al'T. CAMERON .. ; P'os.sEii:::\Vl LHEL~l. i·:. CAPT. \VEil{., ...... .. PuRsER FORS'l'Elt . 
. . . . . ~~~,. ~·-- . ·_:'·. · /LEA. VES HONOLULU EVERY WEEK FOR 

LEAVES HONOLUL1J.:EVEkY ')J'UESO,~ Y. . KAPAA, KAUAI, (generally on Frida.y). 
· ·-~ · · • .-o:·L') ,~7E,.;D ... N'··;,E~sr·>A-~ '~ . -· ! LEAviNG 

• . ;,; · . ..\o yy _) .J . . • 

> :;· ... -- ... _. '· ' t-· . ; _ _. : .;-:· · • !E ;1,pa.a 4 p. ni. on , arriving at Hono-
A:r. D P.· ~t~~~m~r:rw : ,'I T ' lulu the following mqrning . . ~;· . . . .. --

Lihue; Kauai··: ... _:; :; ... /.~ .. 5 a;tn Wed-: · t$~·t!llfl1l!->~ @~ ~t> ~ji~,ll,~~ 
Kolo~t, Kaua.i .. ·. ~: . . , ~:-;::· . , .. p. 111. W 1'011''· · 

Ele le 1\-. · ., · · -~ •t ;<. .. · • ·\\' l · . C ArT. MACAULEY .... PuRSER ROSS. e, a.u:n •... : ... ;:: .. . . p.ln. et ll C:--L: : - . 

Hanapepe, Ka:i.{hl.{~:·:. ·,~".1: ~ --·. : ~:' i!· 111. \Vel~H"-d ; :. ~-~,LBA YES HONOLULU EVERY SATUHDAY 
-Waimea, .Ka:uai.:-:·::i ·::::'--t:_ -: ~ t>.::iit . ,V.ed.Hc :-: d:l\' . ··AT SA. M:., 'l'ouca:mG A'l' 

. .' · . . ··:l.-.:t' ;·y: ~~"~: :. <. ';·:;: \> ··+: . : .'Wc.Li;Jnctc, Oa.hu ............ So.turd:ty, 1.1 <L. m 
Retttl:mng:·she le~r~% ... Ll~~te · c'\·el.·y S(;tur- : ~Waiu.hm, O:Llm ....... . . · ... Saturda.y, 4 p. m 

day, at 5 p. m., atri~_ihg nl1Ibno1t.ih\ !i o'c locK !Hanale i, ]\:luai .. -..... . ...... Sunday. 5 <.L. m 
· ,s_u~iday: morning~ ':·:~9cca.siui1,i.ll.r . or abe>~r'. fJ-< ilauca. Kam~i ............... :. on M(JJVlay 
once a. 1110nth., :the · hvahni·: ~·j}} "(l to the : .h.ETURNING, LEAVES 

· Ishin~l of' Niih.d,~1; : :l~M1u.ini~i~ ·,. a.t Sin('la ir '~a.~tulei, o 1~ -~n. \1\Tednesdar~ to~:~~l:ing <~t.\~ ai-
Landmg from two to.- s1x · houts. . · . ,d u.t an~l ~;y <uanae, Oahu, I ~ml:-ld.1y mo1 nmg: 

· · .;· . ::; :F;.~;;· _ -_ .. ·; .;,: ~and a.l'nvmg at Honolulu, J p. m. sa. me day. 
. .. [ -IN'rEa:tSljAND: S . .N. CO.. INTER-ISLAND S. N. CO., 

_'_' .. :':-··y=-_:}~~>.:.·:·.·. ·. ~~~liL,i l. l' :: . Es1;lanade. 

Figure 8. November 1885 Time Table No. 15, Schedule of the Inter-Island Steamers, published monthly by 
JM. Oat, Jr. & Co., Stationers, Honolulu. From the Postmaster General Scrapbook, Archives of Hawaii. 
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Table 3 
List of Inter-island Coasters 

Published in the May 25, 1867 Pacific Commercial Advertiser, Honolulu 

Name Tons Master Owner or Registry Route 
Active 100 Powers F. Molteno Hilo 

Annie 71 Babcock W. Babcock Hilo 
Alexander 13 Est. S. Dowsett around Oahu 
Emeline 100 Crane J.H. Cole Kona and Kau 
Express 15 M. Kekuanaoa uncertain 
Helen 60 Ballister Haiku PPt'n Co. pons on Maui 
Halawa 14 J. Dudoit J. Dudoit Waialua 
Hokulele Foster & Co. Wake's Island 
Isabella 53 J. Dowsett uncertain 
Kilauea, str. 400 McGregor St. Nav. Co. Maui & Hawaii 
KaMoi 125 Wilber T.H. Hobron eastMaui 
Kate Lee 130 Fountain Miss Makee Ulupalakua 
Kona Packet 82 Marchant F.S. Pratt Kona, Hawaii 
Kamaile 80 Russell H .M. the King Molokai 
Kohala 83 Howard Castle & Cooke Kohala, Hawaii 
Kinau 12 Makanehelihile uncertain 
Kealoha 59 Harbottle W. Harbottle ports on Hawaii 
Lae 6 E. Rogers Molokai 
Live Yankee 32 W.F. Conway Hilo 
Lokoloa 20 Est. W.A. & Co. uncertain 
Moiwahine 81 Harris Dawson & Harris Lahaina 
Manuokawai 51 Antone Samuel Carter eastMaui 
Mary Ellen 75 West C.H. Lewers Lewers PPnt'n 
Marikia 80 Harrison Allen. Conway & Berrill Kawaihae 
Moikeike 38 Weatherbee T.H. Hobron east Maui 
Malolo 65 Bent Emes & Mellish Fr. Frig. Shoals 
Mary 48 Patey J.H. Coney Hilo 
Mary2d 45 Nika Foster & Co. Anahola, Kauai 
M.Pakaka 6 Larkin P. Larkin around Oahu 
Nettie Merrill 105 Kinney F. Molteno Koloa, Kauai 
Naukiuki 6 Kapena Kapena uncertain 
Ow ana 16 F.S. Pratt uncertain 
Odd Fellow 82 Cluney Ch'ng Hoon & Co. ports on Hawaii 
Prince 76 Hatfield Est. R.C. Wyllie Hanalei, Kauai 
Pol'saikai 5 J. Nomore Hilo 
Rob Roy 29 J.I. Dowsett around Oahu 
Union 5 Z. Sumner around Oahu 
Warwick 18 J.L Dowsett Molokai & Lanai 
Wailele 15 S.N. Castle Kohala 
Waimalu 21 J. McColgan around Oahu 
Yette 36 Capt. White Kauai 
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s~t~~~~ll>. · ](w~Jl~~il~. 
UArT. ··F'REEMAN,.: .. PuRSER ·wEBSTER, 

I ' 

LEAVES HONOLULU li'OR HAMAKUA, 

HAvVAII; EVERY 'l'EN DAYS, 

Touching at Ha.moa, E. M., a.~ G a. m., and 
reaching Hrunakua, 3 p. m. of the day ~fter 
letwing Ho.n.ol ul u. 

ltef',urning will leave Kukuilmele Landing, 
Hanmkuct, a.t 8 a .. rn., a.nd, t"l,fter touching ttt 
H[LtnO<.L, E. l\'L, will arrive a.t Honolnlu :tt () 
a. n1. of the <.by after len.ving t.bmakua. 

J ~ D t' ·1· . 1 .. 
·I -cliJ a1 o S<u •. mg . can tL w;Lys be :Lsccr-

1 

tained by inquiry" at the.office of the 

. . 1N'l'ER-ISLAND S. N. CO., 
. . ~ ' 

E::~planade. 
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~i~@)R~Jr®lNI mt~Ir~$ 
Will be disp;ttchec.l from Honolulu durir:g the . 
months of November & December, as fol~~ws: . 

FOR SAN FRANCISCO. 
Per Abmeda ............. Saturday,. Oct. 31 
'Per Ma.riposa ............ Saturday, N ov.·l4 
Per City of Sydney.; .. ~ .· ... Sunday, Nov. 22 
Per Alameda .... , .......... Tuesday, Dec. 1 

FOREIGN MAILS. 
Will be due at Honolulu. from San Franeisco . . 
Per Australia ...... . . : . . : .. S<.tturday, Oct. 31 
Per Mttriposa, .............. Monday, Nov. !) 

Pe1· Alameda ............. Mon~lay, Nov. 23 . 
Per Zealandia ...... , ..... Saturday, Nov~· 28 
I> M. . · '[, 1 D . () er anpo~a................. uesc a.y: ec. \) 
Per A lamed a ... ·: .......... Sttturday, Dee. 26 

MAILS FOR A USTH.AL1A . 
'Will leave per Australi:;t, Oct. 31, and per 

Zealandia., Nov. 2~ . .. 
H. HACKl!,ELD & Co., Agents P.M. S. Co. 
W. G. IRWIN & Co., Agen~s Oceanie S. S. Co. 

. .. 
Figure 8A. The steamer IWALANJ was put on the K auai route after the loss of the PLANTER in 

1886. 
NOTICE· 

Notice is hereby given to Owners and Captains 
of Hawaiian Coasting Vessels, that it is their 
duty to give notice to the Collector of the Port 
from which they are to sail, of the time of their 
sailing, and of their destination, in order that 
the MATI....S may be in readiness to deliver to 
them; and it is also their duty to call for the 
Mails, before the hour of four o'clock P.M., on 
the day of sailing. In case of neglect to give the 
above notice, and call for the Mails, the license 
of the vessel is liable to forfeiture. 

CHAS. R. BISHOP 
Honolulu, July 7, 1849 
Collector General of Customs 

At a special meeting of the many influential 
merchants and residents of Honolulu, they con
cluded that they needed a regular post office and 
postmaster. The Legislature approved a motion 
for the Privy Council to appoint Henry M. Whitney 

Page 16 

as their first postmaster, and directed the Collector 
General of Customs to have all island mail deliv
ered to him from December 6, 1850. The letter 
from Bishop to Whitney reads as follows: 

Sir, 

Collector General's Office 
Honolulu, Deer. 6, 1850 

Arrangements having been made with the 
Postmaster at San Francisco, to the effect that 
he shall, upon arrival of the United States Mail 
at his office, make a package of the letters, pa
pers, &c. belonging at these Islands, and direct 
the same to me, charging the Hawaiian Gov
ernment with the unpaid postage thereon, which 
postage is to be collected here and forwarded 
to the said Postmaster; and, as it is not conve
nient for me to attend to the distribution of the 
letters &c., and as you have kindly offered to 
take charge of the same, you are hereby autho
rized to receive the mail either at this office or 
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on board any vessel in which it may arrive, open 
and distribute the same and collect the postage 
and in short, perform all the necessary business 
connected therewith, except the receipting of 
the duplicate "Way Bills." I have the honor to 
be, 

Sir, Your Obdt. Servant 
Chas. R. Bishop 

To: Henry M. Whitney, Esq. 
Honolulu 

Early Mail Problems 
After his appoinment as postmaster, Whitney 

printed and issued postage stamps to all island post 
offices and sold them in Honolulu to be used on 
all mail sent from the kingdom. After those first 
postage stamps were available for a few months, 
mail without stamps was still sent through to the 
Honolulu General Post Office, expecting it to be 
sent on to its destination collect. Whitney ex
plained the only way that could happen was to pre
pay the Hawaiian postage of five cents. His ex
planation which ran in The Polynesian on January 
3, 1852, reads as follows: 

POST OFFICE NOTICE 
As letters are daily received from the other 

islands of this kingdom to be forwarded to for
eign ports without the postage being prepaid, 
according to law, Notice is hereby given that 
no letters will be forwarded from the post of
fice to foreign ports, unless the Hawaiian post
age of 5 cents each single letter, is prepaid, and 
all such unpaid letters will be detained in the 
office till the legal postage thereon is paid. 

HENRY M. WHITNEY, P.M. 

Judge E.P. Bond, Circuit Judge of Kauai 
A brief note on Judge Bond written by a con

temporary reads as follows: 
"Tuesday, May 30, 1854 

Mr. Bond came to the Islands many years ago 
as a Unitarian Preacher, and for a little while 
attempted to propagate the doctrines of his sect, 
but finding it an uphill business, he was rea-
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sonable enough to be convinced of the correct
ness of Presbyterian views. Latterly, he has been 
a politician, and came into the Legislature by 
special election, on the resignation of J.F.B. 
Marshall of Kauai." 

Bond served in the Honolulu Legislature for 
much of 1854, undoubtedly where Henry M. 
Whitney became acquainted with him. 

It was a few months later in Honolulu on Au
gust 23, 1854 that Whitney wrote to H.A. Wide
mann at Nawiliwili that "Mr. Bond wishes me to 
request you to act as postmaster, as your situation 
is more central.. .. " 

On Judge E.P. Bond's dedication to Hawaii, a 
parting note of gratitude by the king and Privy 
Council ran in The Polynesian on January 6, 1855. 
Their note reads as follows: 

Resignation of Judge Bond 
We regret to learn of the resignation of the 

Honorable E.P. Bond as Circuit Judge of Kauai, 
who we hear will soon leave with his family 
for the United States. We hazard nothing in say
ing that the departure of such a man is a public 
loss. 

For the last four or five years Mr. Bond has 
held the important station of Circuit Judge, with 
a constantly increasing reputation and useful
ness; and his resignation creates a vacancy it 
will not be easy to fill. Devoted to the native, 
patient in listening to all his little pilikias, mild, 
conciliatory and kind, he was the people's peace
maker, and won their warmest affections and 
highest confidence. He will not be forgotten. 

"Judge Bond has discharged his duties faith
fully and fearlessly; and we are glad to see that 
he is appreciated by the king and chiefs, who 
unanimously passed the following resolution on 
the occasion of reading his letter of resignation: 

'Resolved, that the thanks of the King and 
Privy Council be presented to the Honorable 
Edward P. Bond, for the able and faithful man
ner in which he has discharged his duties as 
Circuit Judge of the Fourth Judicial District." 

Judge Hardy was appointed his successor. 
Another Honolulu newspaper on February 8, 1855 

Page 17 



Western Express December 1998 

Figure 8B. Top portion of cover from Judge E.P. Bond to his wife in Boston illus
trating his use of the free franking privilege granted to volunteer postmasters by 
Henry M. Whitney. 

noted the change. It reads as follows: 
"We notice some changes in the subordinate 

Government Offices, viz. Mr. Jacob Hardy, as 
Circuit Judge on Kauai, vice Hon. E.P. Bond, 
resigned." 

A few weeks later Judge Bond departed the 
islands with his family. 

A Letter from Judge E.P. Bond 
In Honolulu Postmaster Henry M. Whitney's 

letterbook is a response to Judge Bond which sug
gest that he may have been a volunteer postmaster 
on Kauai in 1852. His note to Whitney was not 
found. Whitney's letter reads as follows: 

"Honolulu, July 17th, 1852 
E.P. Bond, Esq. 

Dear Sir 
Your favor of the 16th with its enclsoures, 

was duly received this morning. Your order for 
$61.58 was duly paid at the Treasury Office. 

Hereafter, it will be a standing rule with me 
to allow those who act as postmasters to receive 
& send their own papers & letters free of post
age, until some compensation is provided by 
gov't for their services. 

I have consequently deducted from your bill 
the amt of $5.00 which I estimate will cover 
your private postage from the times embraced 
in your bill which amt stands to your credit. 

Hereafter, if you will mark each of your let
ters & papers "E.P.B. free" they will pass duly 
paid. It is, however, understood that letters for
warded for other persons cannot be franked by 
this P.M., but they must be paid as hereto fore." 

Page 18 

Judge Bond may have taken mail along his 
Koloa route. Research of the records in the Hono
lulu archives did not establish a mail route for Judge 
Bond. 

A second note from Postmaster Whitney to 
Judge Bond was dated February 28, 1854. It reads 
as follows: 

"Dear Sir-
Your favor of the 20th came duly to hand, 

and I have made out as nearly as I can, your 
acc't with the Polynesian office and with the Post 
office, the latter being up to Dec. 31. You will 
see that I have not charged you with any post
age for your own self, the bill as made out by 
[postal clerk] Crabb was an error. We prefer .to 
keep an account of all postages & yours is also 
kept, but as I wrote you before, we will not ex
pect it to be paid. I include Mr. Reynolds' post
age bill in the acc't sent now. 

Messrs. Aldrich & Bishop have not received 
any order from you to pay any monies to me
nor did I receive any letter from you in relation 
to the $10. paid me by Mr. (James F.B.) 
Marshall, or you would have heard from me in 
relation to it. Those letters must have been lost. 
Mr. Marshall is paying me the am't, said he be
lieved you wished him to pay it to me, but was 
not certain, and I placed it to your credit, wait
ing your order. 

If you detect any overcharge in the accts sent, 
please correct it. I remain very truly, Your Obd't 
Serv't, 

Henry M. Whitney 
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James F.B. Marshall 
A native of Charlestown, Mass., James F.B. 

Marshall came to Hawaii in 1834 in the ship F ama, 
to pursue a mercantile career. H. A. Peirce, Charles 
R. Bishop and William L. Lee formed a business 
partnership on a Lihue sugar plantation in Koloa, 
Kauai under the company name of H.A. Peirce & 
Co. with Marshall as their first manager. It may 
have been during this period that Marshall served 
as Sheriff of Kauai, when he had mail distributed 
by his constables. Marshall distinguished himself 
with the government of Hawaii again in 1843 when 
he was sent to London with official documents 
from King Kamehameha Til to establish the inde
pendence of his kingdom. Marshall left Hawaii in 
1859 to settle in Massachusetts. He died in his 
Weston, Massachusetts home on May 6, 1891. 

Mail Sent Privately in 1854 
In 1854, after three years as postmaster, 

Whitney still had difficulty in controlling island 
mail transiting Honolulu outside the post office. 
His May·6, 1854 response to a local resident who 
was informed by a friend that a letter addressed to 
him "was seen among those that came by the 
American schooner Spartacus, was duly received 
the same day as dated." 

Whitney noted that the 
"Captain brought a few letters from San Fran
cisco and delivered the same, with some pack
ages, to Messrs. Hackfield, who state that they 
have no recollection of seeing anything ad
dressed to you. They further state that such let
ters were not delivered at their store, were sent 
to the Post-Office, but no letters addressed to 
you were among them." 

Whitney continued as follows: 
"It has been customary for captains and pas

sengers from San Francisco to bring private let
ters and if they choose, deliver them; but, in the 
case of sealed mail from the Post Office in San 
Francisco, they can only be opened at the Post
Office. No such mail was on board the 
Spartacus. 
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"If your letter had been deposited at the Post
Office at San Francisco, and come through the 
proper official channel, instead of being given 
to the Captain, you would probably have re
ceived it without any trouble." 

Whitney explained'that he often received mail 
sent outside the postal service, as a Hilo resident 
reported on May 23, 1854, on receipt of a com
plaint that his mail was opened on arrival: 

"No persons are allowed to be inside the Ho
nolulu post office except those employed there, and 
none are on any occasion employed, but those in 
whom I have the utmost confidence. 

"Sometimes persons are admitted inside when 
they wish to transact business with the office; 
but, in such cases, I or my clerk are always 
present. 

"I think it almost impossible for your letters 
or those of anyone else, to be opened after reach
ing this office, and if any of yours have been 
opened, it must have occurred before reaching 
here. After leaving here, no one would have 
any special interest in opening your letters, nor 
has a letter ever been opened here. by official 
requirement, a thing which I would spurn al
lowing. 

. "I cannot state whether any mail bags have 
been opened during the term you specify; but, I 
think if the seals had been broken, they would 
have been noticed. A great many letters, not 
only from Hilo, but from the other islands, come 
outside of the mail bags, being delivered to us 
by the captains of vessels, and if your letters 
were sent by hand, it is easier to account for 
their being opened." 

Mail Bag Robbery at Hanalei 
From his centrally located community store in 

Nawiliwili on August 17, 1854, H.A. Widemann 
reported to Postmaster Whitney the "robbery of 
the mail bag for Hanalei." Even though the 1846 
Civil Code provided for punishment of inter-island 
mail robbery, the laws were not strictly enforced, 
thus making the job of postmaster more difficult. 
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Whitney investigated the matter in Ho
nolulu and responded to Widemann on ' 
August 23 as follows: 

"I have been on board the (coasting) 
vessel to inquire into particulars, and 
find the culprit to be the cabin boy, 
some 12 or 13 years old. From all that 
I can learn, he does not appear to have 
been put up to it by others; but, still it 
seems a little strange that he should 
have the tart to go and sew up the bag 
again. 

"I think he ought to be prosecuted -
-but whether the ends of Justice would 
be attained by prosecuting so young a 
scamp, I cannot say. The boy deserves 
a good, sound flogging and that prob
ably would be the best punishment. I 
leave it for you to act with the advice 

ofMr. Rhodes and Judge Bond. If they ~. ~i~.~: . 
think that nothing will be gained by . 
trial, it had better be dropped. But in J: .. 
the case of an older person, I should · L 

MAI L NOTICE. 

AS it has·'comc tO 't he .knowledge of the UJ;tdCr· 
si ... ned that scaled inter-island mail-bags h ave 

• b een op~ned 1-·ithout authority, before being deliY
ercd a t th e Pos~,Oitices to which they are addressed, 
notice is h ereby given that every captain of n ves

.sel cnrrvin"' mails will be h eld re.<~ponsiblc for such 
mails UJltil"thcv arc delivered at the post-office ad
dressed, or to' a post-offi ce agent, and for any violn
'tion of the mails. thev will he prosecuted to the full 
extent of the ln,\·. 'l'he following is the 3d Sec:ion 

· of Chap. 18. of t he l'cunl C.:ouc .- . 
. 3. " • If .nny mail CluTier or other person han ng 

charge of nuy mai l, shall quit anu desert the ~amc 
before such person· delivers it in to the post -ofHce to 
which i t belon~s, or in to tho hmids of some person 
authorized tol'cceiYc t lw same he shall be puni$hCu by 
fine not exceediu" FIYE H U.:\ IHl.EV DOLLARS, 

.and in default of tlw payment thereof,' by imprison
Jllcnt a t hal'd lubor uot more than six months. " 

llE...'\HY !\1. WHITKBY, l'.l\I. 
llonnlulu, June 10, 18Ja. ·.fit--{) 

PAL ,\.PA.LA JIOIKE , 
-r...~ 0 Ita m en, ua lohc iho nei a' u, ka men no~a ka 
1' in on mnlalo, 1 kn we he ana o na eke leta, 1 pna 

kn Sila, . mnmun o kn . hauwi nnn i ka H ale Letlt, 
knhi i palapalaiu, l tolnila, ke h oike nku nei a'u, o 
kc kapenu o ka moku luilcltnle leta, oiu k a mea e 
h oopiiia, e lil·.c me ka ikaika o ke knnawni, ko weheia 
kn Sila o ka eJ;e letn, a hiki loa nku i ka luna leta, 
11unn in ham1. . -

'Penei ke kana"·ai, Mokuna 18, Pauku 3, o ke 
knnawni Iloopni Knraima :-

not hesitate to carry out the law." K 

Opening a Mail Route on Kauai '' i· ·. .l ~ . 
Postmaster Whitney took this oppor- ' ·: . · 

tunity in his letter to Widemann, to set up · t ' 

3. " 0 ka men nann i ha!ihal i kli eke palnpnla, a o 
k a men paha . nana i malama i ua eke let~\· nei, ~na i 
haalele oiu in mea mnmua o kono hnaw1 ana 1 ka 
Hele :Leta kupono; a i ole ia, iloko o kn lima o k a . 
mea nanll i In we i nn eke leta, e hoopaiia oia aole e. 
oi nkn ina DALA. E LI:\!A. HAXERI; a inai loaa 
olti,-e hoopnnhuoia oin mn ka haun oolea, nole e oi aku 
i nu malama eono." 
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a mail route on Kauai by appointing : < · ~ > _ 

Widemann an unpaid postmaster. '· ·, , · · ' ·"'-""-,..,.....· "'-"""""'""""""',-..r.,...,..,.,.._.._~ 
Whitney wrote as follows: ;·.( ·~;~~Qi~:~~·: ·_~· 

. 

"Mr. Bond wishes me to request you 
to act as Postmaster, as your situation 
is more central and he thinks will give 
at least as much satisfaction. Now I 
have no salary to offer you for the (vol
unteer) service.... If you will act as 
Postmaster, I think it will give general 

Figure 9. Postmaster Whitney's bilingual English-Hawaiian mail 
notice warned islanders of civil code penalties for mail bag vio
lations in his June 11, 1853 note in The Polvnesian, reprinted 
for those who needed a copy. From the Postmaster General 
Scrap Book, Archives of Hawaii. 

satisfaction. 
"You will notice in The Polynesian 

that an Act (by the Honolulu legisla
ture) has been passed to authorize the 
employment of mail carriers (on horse
back) on Kauai, as well as on the other 
Islands. You will require, I think, but 
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one constable for the service, who is to receive such pay 
as may be acquiesced in by the Marshall (W.C. Parke). 
Mr. Parke is absent on Hawaii, but when he returns, he 
will advise you upon that point. 

"The mail carrier should leave Lihue on some stated 
day of each week (say Monday) for Hanalei. And start 
again on some stated day (say Thursday) of each week 
for Koloa & Waimea and return perhaps the next day. Of 

;.• 
~ 

.-... 
~i ·: 
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course, you can fix the days to suit yourself. 
"I hope you will be able to carry out the new 

arrangement so as to make it serviceable: Let 
me hear from you soon." 

The First Postage Stamps 
Postmaster Whitney prepared plates for the first 

postge stamps for use on mail from Hawaii. These 
stamps are known as the "Missionaries." Whitney 
provided these floral bordered numerals to all is
land postmasters. On September 28, 1854, he sent 
some to Nawiliwili postmaster Widemann, when 
he wrote as follows: 

"Your favor of the 29th ulto. should have been 
answered earlier. I send you herewith 6 sheets 
of 13 cent stamps, 

being 120 stamps@ 12 1/2 
6 sheets 5 cent stamps 

$15.00 
6.00 

$21.00 
"The above are not payable till they have been 

disposed of by you. 
"With regard to the Captain's knowing of 

there being money put up in the mail bag by the 
'Haalilio' (inter-island merchant schooner) in 
Honolulu could not have seen the mail made 
up, as we never allow natives in the office. 

"Whenever you may succeed in carrying your 
new postal arrangement into effect, I shall be 
happy to hear the result." 

Figure 9 is Whitney's bilingual mail notice that 
warned islanders of civil code penalties for mail 
bag violations. 

No Pay for Overland Mail Carriers 
Postmaster Whitney exchanged some of the 

first postal issues with Wailuku Postmaster E. 
Bailey on October 24, 1854, when he responded 
as follows: 

"Your favor of the 12th came to hand with 61 
five cent stamps enclosed- I send you herewith 
24 thirteen cent stamps as you desire, in ex
change for the five cent stamp. I regret that I 
shall be unable to carry out the postal arrange
ment contemplated by the Legislative Act, from 
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the fact that no funds were provided to meet its 
provisions." 

Despite such postal setbacks, Whitney contin
ued with his plan to establish an inter-island mail 
system. On August 14, 1855 he wrote Nawiliwili 
postmaster Wideman as follows: 

"I send you in the Nawiliwili mail bag, a small 
bag of letters for California, which should have 
gone by the (schooner) Willimantic. 

"The Willimantic is at Koloa & will sail 
Wednesday night or Thursday for Cal'a. 

"Will you have the kindness to send the bag 
over by a safe messenger as early as practicable, 
to be delivered to Capt. Boylen. 

"P.S. If from any cause and should (the bag) 
fail to reach the Willimantic, please return the 
bag to this office." 

The mail packet for Capt. Boylen on the 
Willimantic may not have reached Koloa in time 
to connect with him. Koloa custom collector R.S. 
Hollister's stamp account shows a $2.00 clearance 
charge for the schooner that same day, as it left for 
San Francisco. 

Overland Mail Carriers on Kauai 
Whitney wrote Widemann on August 22, 1855 

about establishing mail carriers on Kauai as fol
lows: 

"You will notice by the last Polynesian the 
passage of the "Appropriation Bill" in which 
the sum of $150.00 (was) voted for mail carri
ers on Kauai. 

"You will please take (the) necessary steps at 
as early a day as possible to ensure a weekly 
post to Hanalei & also Waimea & back -- if the 
amount appropriated is sufficient to ensure a 
weekly service -- otherwise, let it be semi
monthly. 

"I think the better way will be to employ a 
trusty constable & pay him so much for each 
trip -- the lowest you can bargain for & yet give 
satisfaction to all. 

"Your draft on the Minister of the Interior for 
any expenses for mail service will be paid by 
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him. At the close of the year (Dec. 30) you will 
please report to me the cost therefor, and the 
success you meet, & whether a new appropria
tion should be asked for another year. I think 
that with the sum voted you will be able to make 
the service a public convenience." 

On September 3, 1855 Whitney acknowledged 
receipt ofWidemann's letters of August 20 and 27 
sent to Honolulu by the inter-island schooner "S .S." 
as follows: 

"I am glad to hear that you have succeeded 
in engaging two mail carriers. I have had made 
for you a large pair of saddle bags, lined with 
rubber cloth, which I hope will prove of good 
service to you. The cost of the bags is $14.00, 
and in your first order on the Min(ister) of the 
Interior, you will please include the amount of 
the bags, that I may settle the bill. 

"Your draft on the Minister should be ap
proved by the Governor (of Kauai), so Prince 
Lot says. 

"I am going up to Hawaii tomorrow in the 
steamer, to see what can be done for mails on 
that island & also on Maui. I hope to be back 
in two weeks. I suppose the Steamer will go 
to Kauai next trip, say on the 17th or 18th." 

Overland Mail Interrupted 
The Minister of the Interior required Whitney 

to stop all inter-island mail carriers by October 30, 
1855. He had all postmasters send their drafts for 
all expenses to the Minister for payment. Whitney 
wrote Lahaina postmaster C.S. Bartow that here
gretted "the discontinuance of the carriers, but can't 
help it." 

After several months of deliberation, approval 
was finally given to the Minister of the Interior to 
have Whitney resume his plan for overland mail 
carriers in late December 1855. 

Overland Mail Routes in 1856. 
On December 26, 1855 Whitney had opened 

the following Kauai overland mail carrier routes 
and advertised them in The Polynesian on January 
1, 1856: 
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Mail Carriers 
On Kauai. --Leaving Mr. Widemann's Store 

every Tuesday morning for Hanalei, returning 
Wednesdays. 

Leaving Nawiliwili every Thursday morning 
for Koloa, Hanapepe and Waimea, returning 
Fridays. 

Accordingly, regular inter-island mail delivery 
was well established by H.M. Whitney from J anu
ary 1, 1856, only six months before he resigned to 
start publishing his newspaper, the Pacific Com
mercial Advertiser. 

Whitney's replacement as postmaster, Joseph 
Jackson, appointed from July 1, 1856, was left to 
struggle for legislative approval and financial sup
port of his plan to maintain and expand Hawaii's 
infant postal system, most of which was staffed by 
unpaid volunteer postmasters for the benefit of their 
community. 

Jackson's annual reports to the Minister of In
terior, supported by estimated figures of enormous 
annual increases in the volume of mail to be pro
cessed, justified his 1858 proposal to charge two 
cents per half ounce on each inter-island letter. He 
stated that (Hawaiian) "postage stamps (should) 
be used to prepay those charges." Minister of In
terior Lot Kamehameha, searching for new ways 
to increase revenue for an expanding government, 
presented Jackson's plan to the Legislature. 

Custom Collectors 
Appointed Postmasters Ex-officio 

After the bill to make Koloa a port of entry . 
passed its third and final reading before the king
dom legislature in Honolulu on May 12, 1855, ar
rangements to open the port to commercial ship
ping were started by Collector General Warren 
Goodale, with R.S. Hollister as customs collector 
and postmaster, ex-officio under the civil code. 
Hollister established his customs office in Koloa 
during August 1855, and served there to March 
1857. 
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Mail for Kauai 
On July 20, 1857 Postmaster Jackson wrote 

Koloa Postmaster Smith as follows: 
"If you will at your leisure, write me a list of 

the different towns, villages and districts on the 
Island of Kauai and state in which of the mails 
the correspondence for the same should be 
placed, you will greatly oblige me. 

"We make up bags only for Koloa, 
Nawiliwili, Waimea and Hanalei." 

Smith seiVed Koloa as Postmaster to July 31, 
1859. The Honolulu legislature approved the new 
civil code section 398 that compelled Postmaster 
Jackson to appoint incumbent port customs col
lectors as postmasters ex-officio throughout the 
kingdom, thus eliminating their salaries as post
masters. Jackson's June 7, 1859 letter informed 
Dr. Smith that R. Hollister would assume the du
ties of postmaster at Koloa on August 1. A week 
later Jackson acknowledged Dr. Smith as assistant 
postmaster for Collector R.S. Hollister. 

Postmaster Jackson listed the post offices and 
postmasters on Kauai in his June 25, 1859 Post 
Office notice as follows: 

J(ohn) Kellett, 

H.A. Widemann 
R.S. Hollister 
G.B. Rowell 

Inter-Island Postage 

Kauai 
Hanalei 
Anahola 
Nawiliwili 
Koloa 
Waimea 

While Hawaii's 1858-59 legislature agonized 
over Jackson's plan to initiate inter-island postage 
rates, the editors of Honolulu's two leading news
papers, the government's Polynesian and Whitney's 
Pacific Commercial Advertiser, waged their own 
conflict in their columns. Whitney insisted that 
free inter-island postal seiVice should be contin
ued, while rival editor Charles Gordon Hopkins 
defended Jackson's plan to charge two cents per 
each half ounce letter sent within the kingdom. 

Sanctioned by the legislature. inter-island 
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postal rates were then added to the other mail han
dling provisions of Hawaii's updated civil code. 
Approved by King Kamehameha III on May 17, 
1859, Hawaii's new civil code became effective 
on August 1. 

Inter-Island Postal Issues 
Rushed to prepare provisional, temporary in

ter-island postal issues on short notice, Jackson 
turned to Whitney for printing of these plain bor
dered numerals, since Whitney had the latest print
ing equipment and a government printing contract. 
Whitney's Adams Imperial Power Press and 
Ruggles Card Press were installed on May 5, 1859, 
and advertised as available for all job work with 
"assorted new and elegant type." 

Whitney and other "free mail delivery" advo
cates maintained that Jackson could not enforce 
his inter-island postage rate plan. Their lack of 
support for inter-island postage seiVed to popular
ize Jackson's program. 

To inform the public of Hawaii's new postage 
laws, Jackson had dual language English-Hawai
ian posters printed in June 1859, District post
masters were encouraged to distribute copies 
widely among the native communities to gain "the 
greatest publicity to them & (to) request those who 
take them to post them in the most conspicuous 
place to warn the various individuals" that prepay
ment of postage was required. 

Jackson advised the public in his June 25, 1859 
Post Office announcements in the newspapers that 
"temporary inter-island Postage Stamps can be 
procured at the Post Office in Honolulu, after July 
15th, or of the .... Postmasters for the various dis
tricts." 

Posters and a supply of the first printing of the 
inter-island plain bordered numerals were sent to 
all district postmasters. Jackson advised all post
masters that the first day of sale for these issues 
would be August 1, 1859, and to refuse local de
livery of any mail unless it had one of these stamps 
affixed. 

The plain bordered numerals paid the follow
ing postage within the Kingdom of Hawaii: 

Page 23 



Western Express 

Letters, per half ounce or fraction 2¢ 
bound volumes, per ounce 1¢ 
Newspapers, each 1 ¢ 
Newspapers, mail by publishers 

to subscribers free 
Stamp accounts to all postmasters were charged 

with the value of all stamps sent. Stamp sales were 
to be reported to the General Post Office in Hono
lulu quarterly, remitting the amount collected . . 

San Francisco cancels on a few of the 2¢ issue 
indicate it may have been used to pay the 2¢ ship 
fee, while the 5¢ denomination paid the Hawaiian 
postage to the United States port of entry. 

Waioli, Kauai, postmaster A. Wilcox, on July 
23, was informed by Jackson that "letters sent out 
of the country" were "not subject to inter-island 
postage," since foreign postage remained "exactly 
as heretofore." That day he also sent to Koloa post
master Hollister "ten sheets of five cent stamps -
$10.00." 

On July 15, 1859 Jackson sentNawiliwili post
master Widemann an initial stock of the newly 
printed numerals and wrote as follows: 

"I forward this day per "Excel" twenty sheets 
of the inter-island postage stamps of twenty-five 
each, to be used on & after Aug. 1st on all inter
island letters. All letters, excepting those ex
empt by law, must then be stamped in order to 
be forwarded & none should be conveyed out
side the mail, unless stamped. I charge these to 
your acct., & you will oblige by making quar
terly returns of the amt sold &c. Please return 
the tin case when a further supply is required." 

The old two cent inter-island postage rate was 
to experience some difficulty, since it had not been 
enforced from its 1846 introduction in the organic 
civil code. !hese temporary postal issues were re
printed many times over the years as they were 
used to fill in when orders of the royal portrait is
sues ordered from New York were sold out. The 
perforated and gummed printings of the National 
Bank Note and the American Bank Note Compa
nies with their engraved portraits replaced these 
emergency printings. 

Assistant Koloa postmaster Dr. J.W. Smith re-
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turned ten sheets of the 5¢ numerals sent to him 
on July 23. As he requested, then Postmaster Gen
eral A.K. Clark exchanged them for ten sheets of 
the 2¢ denomination which Clark sent to Koloa on 
September 12. As the earliest known reference to 
the printing of the 5¢ numerals found, this issue is 
an unidentified variety. The current 17¢ postage 
rate for foreign mail allowed use of a 5¢ Hawaiian 
with a 12¢ United States issue, sheets of which 
were purchased from the San Francisco Post Of
fice and sent to Honolulu by Consul Henry W. 
Severance, mail forwarder for Hawaii. 

Inter-island Postage 
The sale of three denominations of the initial 

printing of these plain bordered numerals is con
firmed by Postmaster Jackson's August 4, 1859 
newspaper announcement as follows: 

"POSTAGE STAMPS.-- Have been issued 
at the office in Honolulu, and then distributed 
at the various Post Offices throughout the Is
lands. They are of one, two and five cents re
spectively. Every person should keep them on 
hand, and use them whether they send by post 
or otherwise. The two-cent stamps are issued 
in sheets of 25 - or 50 cents for the sheet." 

Division of these ungummed, imperforate 50-
subject sheets, as suggested by the largest known 
surviving multiples found, press releases and Post 
Office records, indicate that each postal adminis
tration separated them in different sizes. Creating 
tete-beche pairs, Jackson cut them evenly 25/25 
and like successors Clark, Kalakaua and 
Brickwood, also sent them out in full 50-subject 
sheets to island postmasters. Clerks who cut the 
sheets on a 30/20 basis, eliminated all tete-beche 
multiples. Postage stamps often were used like 
cash, due to a coin shortage in Hawaii during this 
period. 

Rapid Stamps Sales 
The August 6, 1859 Polynesian reported that 

sales of these new postal issues were brisk. Editor 
Hopkins wrote as follows: 

"The experiment of requiring postage on in-
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ter-island letters has gone into operation, and 
to judge by the rate at which the stamps are 
bought by the natives, so far from being a bur
den or a damper on their correspondence -- as 
was predicted by our contemporary with its 
usual discrimination of cause and effect, and 
its usual appreciation of the Hawaiian charac
ter -- it has served as an incentive to writing, 
and a token of respectability on a small scale. 
The two cent stamp is decidedly a fashionable 
institution." 

Jackson Dies; Clark is appointed 
After three years in office, Postmaster Joseph 

Jackson died of pulmonary consumption at age 33 
on August 14, 1859. Alvah K. Clark, a former clerk 
of the House of Representatives in the legislature 
who had worked closely with Jackson, took over 
at once, appointed Postmaster General by the Min
ister of the Interior on August 15. 

A reluctant Whitney finally admitted in his 
newspaper that the new postal system for Hawai
ian residents to prepay postage on inter-island mail 
was working. His September 21 admission fol
lows: 

"ISLAND POSTAGE. --The new system of 
postage seems to have worked very well thus 
far, and the stamps are getting to be quite popu
lar. There has been comparatively little falling 
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off on the number of either foreign or native 
letters passing through the mails. A few per
sons still neglect to stamp their epistles, and as 
a consequence, the letters go to swell the con
tents of the dead letter bag." 

Clark Resigned in 1863 
Postmaster General A.K. Clark's resignation 

became effective on June 30, 1863. King Kameha
meha accepted it with regret, since Clark had "filled 
the office .... to his entire satisfaction." David L 
Kalakaua was appointed in his place. Clark was 
to give Kalakaua "an insight into the routine of the 
office, and of the general management thereof." 
Clark left Honolulu for New York on board the 
bark Comet bound for San Francisco, where he 
could take the steamer to Panama. Nine years later 
Clark visited Honolulu as purser of the steamer 
Mohongo, when he renewed old acquaintances on 
May 9, 1872. Postmaster General Arthur P. 
Brickwood had been in the new Kamehameha V 
post office on the comer of Bethel and Merchant 
streets for over a year. They had moved from the 
old General Post Office spaces in Honolulu Hale · 
next door, across from Kaahumanu Street. Clark 
was likely very impressed with the many changes 
in the postal service, the heavier steamer mail vol
ume handled and the improved facilities compared 
with the way things were in 1863. 

TO BE CONTINUED 
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PAH-UTE COUNTY 
Arizona Territory 

by J .L. Meyer 

Often called Arizona's lost county, Pah-Ute County was formed by the Arizona Territorial Legisla
ture in December of 1865. The county was taken entirely from Mohave County and extended westerly 
to the California state line. --- ---.----------- -~-r----------
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Map after R.W. Cate t \ Hardyville, (Bullhead city) , today 
• 

Pah-Ute is also called the lost county because 
Nevada immediately protested to Washington D.C. 
The U.S. Congress enacted legislation on January 
18, 1867, giving the county back to Nevada. Ari
zona protested, and the resident farmers voted 
unanimously to stay in Arizona; they petitioned 
Congress to repeal the January 1867 Act. And so 
it stayed until early 1871, when the U.S. Congress 
refused to give the area back to Arizona. On Feb
ruary 18, 1871 the Arizona Territorial Legislature 
repealed the Act creating Pah-Ute County, and the 
area involved became a part of Clark County, Ne
vada. 

The county had several real towns. Callville 
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was located on the Colorado River; it was the 
county seat and the shipping and supply center for 
the entire county. Overton, St. Joseph and St. Tho
mas were located in the Virgin River valley. They 
were composed of Mormon farmers, who devel
oped the waters of the Muddy and Virgin Rivers 
to grow cotton, alfalfa, hay and cereral grains. They 
built substantial buildings, including granaries, a 
cotton gin and a mill for grains, which were to be 
shipped down the river from Callville - generally 
considered the head of navigation- to ports in Ari
zona and California. 

When Pah-Ute County reverted to Nevada, the 
residents of these Mormon c·ommunities packed 
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Manuscript postmark 
"St. Joseph A.T." on 

cover to W.H. 
Chamberlin, 15th 

Ward, Salt Lake City, 
Utah,Apri/21, 1869. 

The replaced Scott 
#26 is placed over the 

pink outline of the 
removed stamp and 

fits the perforations 
(15.5) 

"Saint Joseph Ariz." 
24 mm. circular date 

stamp, Sep. 8 (1870?) 
with a Scott #26 pink 

remnant. It is also 
addressed to Mr. Wm. 

H. Chamberlin of 
15th Ward, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. Records 

indicate that Mr. 
Chamberlin was an 

elder in the Church of 
the Latter Day Saints. 

up and moved back to Salt Lake City, taking with 
them the bricks and lumber of their buildings. The 
area was not populated again until the early 20th 
century, and there is no trace today of the original 
communities, the sites of which are now under the 
waters of Lake Mead. 

It was thought that any correspondence from 
the lost county and its four towns was also lost, as 
no covers had ever been reported. Then in 1998 
two covers were found in a book in an antique store 
in southern Montana. 
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The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad 
Domestic Express Business 

PART2 

© 1998 Bruce H. Mosher 

C.O.D. Envelopes 
One interesting money envelope that has been 

preserved from the early D&RG Express period is 
shown in Figure 27. This envelope was sent C. 
O.D. (Collect on Delivery) via the D&RG Express 
from Monarch, Colorado to S. H. Hays, Esq., 
the second district court clerk in Hailey, Idaho 
Territory. The C.O.D. charge was $11.25 and 
the deposition contained in this envelope was filed 
by the receiving clerk on December 1, 1888, ac
cording to docketed entries on its reverse side. 
This envelope measures 22.9 by 10.0 em. 

The reverse of this envelope still includes the 
wax seal applied by the express agent in Monarch 
-a pencil rubbing of the seal is illustrated in Fig
ure 28. This 27 mm diameter seal contains the 
abbreviation "D. & R. G. R. R. EXPRESS" cir
cling inside the seal's periphery. At the inside top 
appears the remnants of the D&RGE agent's or 
station's identification characters, or perhaps the 
railroad's milepost number for the station. This 
remnant starts with what looks like a letter or 
number (possibly "I", "L", or "4"), and its fol
lowed by a partial number that resembles the top 
of a "2," followed by a "1." A small horizontal 
horse shoe positioned at a downward angle 
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adorns each side of the three identification charac
ters. In the center is "MONARCH COLO" in two 
lines. Only parts of the first and last three letters 
of 'MONARCH' can be seen, the rest not having 
been embossed, or the missing letters have worn 
away over time. 

Rgure 28. Agent's wax seal affixed to 
the reverse of the Figure 27 C.O.D. 
envelope. (Shown twice actual size) 
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The second C.O.D. envelope is a pre-printed, 
Form 2396, large envelope that is made from 
heavy, light-brown paper. The back of this en
velope bears a three-line credit for Marshall's 
Money Envelopes. The "Denver and Rio Grande 
Express" inscription on the front and back of this 
envelope strongly suggests that it was issued in 
1890 or thereafter. If it had been issued prior to 
1890, we'd expect to see 'Express Department' in 
the envelope's inscriptions, as is found on many 
other earlier D&RG Express forms. Earlier pre
printed C.O.D. envelopes may have been issued 

' '"' IJtf. 

-
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by the D&RG Express prior to the illustrated ver
sion, but such have not yet been seen. 

This envelope is shown in Figure 29 and aver
ages 10.4 em wide by 24.2 em long in its folded, 
illustrated state. It was used by the D&RG Ex
press on April 30, 1896 to collect $40.00 from M. 
M. Williams in Ridgway, Colorado on behalf of 
J. D. Virgin in Delta, Colorado. No return charg
es were to be assessed for this collection. T he 
front of this envelope bears the vertical, handwrit
ten instruction "Returned" in blue pencil on its 
face. This was a good break for the envelope 

r. · ·- ··-~· · . 
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(and the envelope's collector), since no seals or 
stitching were needed on the back before it was 
returned to Delta, empty of contents. 

The front of this C.O.D. envelope contains the 
following usage instructions: 

BILL TO BE COLLECTED ON DELIVERY OF 
GOODS. 

[Pointing hand) Return proceeds in this Envelope, 
CAREFULLY SEALED, without delay. 

Do not deliver the whole or any part of the goods 
accompanying this bill, until you receive pay there
for, and be careful to notice what money you receive, 
and as far as practicable SEND THE SAME AS RE
CEIVED. Follow the special instructions of ship
pers on wrapper or invoice. If goods are uncalled for 
within five (5) days after arrival, the billing office and 
consignor must be notified of the reason of non-de
li very, and instructions asked. 

Never forward C. 0. D. packages beyond destina
tion without direct orders from the shipper, or until 
the collection and charges are paid. 

When C. 0. D. goods are not taken by Consignee 
or disposed of by shipper within thirty (30) days after 
date of notice, Agents must promptly return them to 
Billing Office. 

[Pointing hand] Agents must comply with the above 
instructions in every instance. 

The front of this C.O.D. envelope also con
tains the necessary fill-in blanks for the agents to 
record pertinent shipment and collection informa
tion. At the bottom is an advertisement for 
D&RG Express money orders. 
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erations of the D&RG Express. Up to now, no 
form numbers have been seen on any of the re
ported adhesive and paste-on stamps, complimen
tary franks (including booklet covers), or the ad
vertising label discussed later. Other large ex
press companies of the era (e.g., Adams, Ameri
can, Pacific, United States, Wells Fargo, etc.) 
printed form numbers directly on some of their 
adhesive stamps and labels. Perhaps the D&RG 
Railroad had internally assigned form numbers to 
their adhesive stamps, franks and labels for track
ing and ordering purposes, but we have not un
covered any evidence of such practices. 

Form 2002 Memo 
The header for the Form 2002 memo is shown 

in Figure 30. It is one of the pre-printed forms 
that was used by the D&RG Express' General Of
fice staff in Denver. Although there is no form is
sue date on this example, the date line has "189_" 
printed on it, and the memo paper is watermarked 
"Old Berkshire Mills 1889." The full memo 
measures 21.3 em wide by 13.6 em high 

This particular memo is addressed to W. M. 
Hastings, the Agent at Delta, Colorado, on Sep
tember 17, 1890 from D. DeVeemon in the Gen
eral Office. There are several handwritten notes 
on this memo by various D&RGE expressmen, 
including one addressed to D. D. Mayo, the Agent 
at Denver. The messages written on this memo all 
concern tracing the elusive $30.00 money package 
that is further discussed as part of the August 26, 
1890 waybill in the Form 2301 section. 

Express Department Business 
Forms . .J;2Jf..:i.(tt.i/kp .. ~: ..... _ 

Several examples of 'standard' . . ....... .A-d!..~':&: .. ......... L......... ··~·~·cL 
Denver & Rio Grande Express. 

~n~~~:a;~:~t!~s~:~/~:!· ~~~ .._ __ -_ ... _ .... _ ... _ .... _ .... _ . .Jl.ttA_. _ . . _iv._.1_ .. _ .... _ ... _ .... _ .. --·-· -~ _o_ •• _ •• _,, _c._~ ... _ ... .ti;)_ .. 'tj;A_._.~1_· .. _.'!!_· s9_.o._. ·_, 

located. As can be imagined, the 
D&RG Railroad probably issued hundreds of dif
ferent business forms in the course of operating 
such a large road. Only the forms that are indige-· 
nous to the Express Department are discussed 
here in the numerical orde~ of the form numbers. 
Three ·business forms (two issues of 2371, and 
2396) have already been illustrated in earlier sec
tions and will only be cited in the concluding tab
ulation of D&RG Express forms. 

The information printed on these formatted 
documents helps explain some contemporary op-
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Figure 30. The top pre-printed portion {header) 
of D&RG Express Form 2002 used in 1890. 

Form 2003 Letterhead 
An example of the D&RG Express General Of

fice Form 2003 is shown in Figure 31. This form 
was used, probably exclusively, at the Manager's 
office in Denver and contains his (D. D. Mayo) 
and the Superintendent's (C. W. Walters) in
scribed names and titles as the bottom-left part of 
the pre-printed header. The header also includes a 
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list of all the railroads over which the D&RG Ex
press enjoyed 1895 privileges. Six of these roads 
(excluding the D&RGE) have been reported in 
Table 1 for the year 1895. 
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written and encircled "62" at the upper-right of the 
illustrated memo is the General Office's notation 
on incoming memos (i.e., Form 2003 with Hast
ings annotated reply) for filing and reference pur

---------------------....... poses. Other Form 2003 memos have 

. . 
... GAUIOC. WIU UII, 111;1 QIUJ40l N tiCI IOII, 

110 ..._..0& "lo\1 1101._, Ot.III¥U .. 110 O&oNU , 
..... u r& toO\IfiOIUIIo MILW•U, 

V .. l(h( h CI'tC., OlJOi t&illl .. 0 \JU, 
f i.OIIC.Iit l • CW,I.I CUI"!t ._ I. 

. . . ....... , . . ...... u • . 
c ... ..... , .... , . ....... . 

Dear Sir: -
How did you bill this shipment ot t1sh1 

been seen that include one or more of 

Did you bill under 

the c l a ssiFication adding 25~ to t he not weight ot t ho t ish tor i oo 

these reference numbers typed at the 
lower left to cross reference other 
memos that are being replied to, or com
mented upon. Manager Mayo's hand
written memo reference numbers were 
preceded with a "M" on his 1895 incom
ing correspondence. uao4 in p~os orvationt Ae soon as I roooivo your reply, I ~11 rotor 

The text on the illustrated memo is an 
interesting example of the daily messag
es that were passed between these ex
pressmen in their correspondence. Dated 
June 18, 1895, this memo contains a 
typed message from C. W. Walters to 
Mr. H. W. Hastings, the Agent at Delta, 
Colorado, followed by Hastings' reply. 

papers to Uanager U&yo,· as I think it _is likely he will givo you tht 

Figure 31. D&RG Express memo Form 2003 used by 
Manager Mayo and Superintendent Walters in 1895. 

A bit of interesting express history shown on 
these forms is the contemporary office handstamp 
impression. Shown full size at the left in Figure 
32, this was the Superintendent' s dating hand
stamp for incoming correspondence. He used 
violet ink in this example from a rubber hand 
stamper. Manager D. D. Mayo used a different 
handstamp size and format to date his incoming 
correspondence-shown at the right in Figure 32 
from a different Form 2003 memo. Maybe 
Mayo's handstamp was different to avoid confu
sion with other company handstamps. The Man
ager used green ink to generate this ·example, 
again probably from a rubber hand stamper. 

DENVfR &, RIOGAAHOE EXPRESS1 . 

DENVER, COLO. . 

JUN 21 1895 
SUPE RINTENDENTS 

Rgure 32. Superintendent's and 
Manager's 1895 dating handstamps. 

The Form 2003 memos measure 21.1 em wide 
by 13.7 em high. The significance of the hand-

The typewritten entry reads: 

lv!r. W. M. Hastings, 
Agent, Delta. 

Dear Sir: -
How did you bill this shipment of fish? Did you 

bill under the classification adding 25% to the net 
weight of the fish for ice used in preservation? As 
soon as I receive your reply, I will refer papers to 
Manager Mayo, as I think it is likely he will give 
you the benefit of the refrigerator empties rate. 

Yours truly, 
Is/ C. W. Walters 

4 Supt. 

Hastings ' reply shows that he was certainly 
on top of the express billing question. His 
handwritten reply at lower left of this memo 
states: · 

I added more than that. The net wt of the 
fish was 50 Lbs & I added 20 Lbs for ice & 
box lsi WMH 

But, Hastings did not Gomment on Walter's 
'refrigerator empties rate' suggestion. Incidental
ly, the typewritten '4 ' at the lower left was Super
intendent Walters' reference to a memo that he had 
previously sent to Hastings on June 14th and sub
sequently received back with an annotated reply 
on it from Hastings. Walter's office had hand
written an encircled reference-number '4 ' on the 
previous memo per the practice explained above. 
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EXPRESS. 

Denver, Colo., 
u.:r. w. M. 1laat.ir.ga, 

Aserat., Delt.~, Colo. 

Dear Sir:-

... ... ... . .... 
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Figure 33. Form 2134 used by 
the Office of Auditor in 1896. 

Form 2226 Letterhead 
An example of the printed header 

from Form 2226, Ed Ledwidge's 
Reterrins to your tavor ot tho 5th ir.at. D&RG Express stationary, is shown 

oxper,.:se !or 75 ct. a 1 coverOd by Ref•m,d Voucher No.5 · F' 34 Led 'd th 
~ nr.d w. f· .~ ~· · ~ .. v2ll.9!cH. t~r.. 37 ..... Yow:. a9.~;~~~~~'Y)~~'OWiim~fil m 1gure . Wl ge was e 
~ ~ tu.r ... this Departmer.t is oor.carr.ad.I did not ruct D&RG Express' Route Agent in 
~ · , ar,y,hins ou\ ot y our accour,t.a. It by c.o.D.voucner ~ou 

wrapr•r, sam• should be war-billed on torwardins ottice, -.ullout Denver. He was assigned to that posi-
charaea· · 

Yow•a truly, . ,. . .;· tion in 1894 as announced in the Ex-

0~ . press Gazette:
37 

· A ditor. · Edward Ledwidge has been appointed route 1-------------------------- agent, with headquarters at Denver, Colo., 

Form 2134 Memo 
Another of the General Office pre-printed 

forms is shown in Figure 33. This Form 2134 
was issued by the D&RG Express for the Office 
of the Auditor in Denver. It does not contain an 
issue date imprint, although it was used on Febru
ary 24, 1896. The paper is watermarked 
"Colorado Bond," but without date. This memo 
measures 21.6 em wide and is 13.65 em high. 

This example of the form appears to be a car
bon or mimeograph copy since all pre-printed and 
typed information is in purple ink. Its content 
sounds like it was generated and typed by an au
ditor: 

1216 

and will have charge of all offices on Union Pacific, 
Denver & Gulf Railway, with the exception of Denv
er, Colorado Springs, and Pueblo, and joint track sta
tions between Pueblo and Trinidad, not including Tri
nidad, which will be in his territory. 

The entire Form 2226 letter is in the Museum 
Library archives at the Colorado School of Mines 
in Golden, CO, it measures 20.7 em wide by 27.2 
em high (8.15 by 10.7 inches). It was written to 
Prof. N. B. Patton of Golden (he must have been 
resident at the School of Mines) by Ledwidge on 
March 21, 1895. Ed was inquiring about the 
name of the Cripple Creek mine that produced a 
certain type of rock specimen that he had seen in 
the professor's collection. 

DENVER AND RIO GRANDE EXPRESS. 
OPlAATING 

RIO GRANDE W£ST£RN, 
RIO GRANDE JUNCTION, 

RIO GRANDE SOUTHERN, 
DENVER & RIO ORANOE1 

$ANT A F£ SOUTHERN, 

OFFi C<:: OF ROUTE AGENT . ;;./ 

UNION PACI FIC, OENVER 11: GULF 
RAil.WAY$. 

ED. LEDWJOG£, 
AOUTC ACCNT. 

Mr. W. M. Hastings, 
Agent, Delta, Colo. 

Dear Sir:-
Referring to your favor of the 5th inst. 

relative to expense for 75 cts, covered by Refund 
Voucher No.553 for 38 cts and W. F. & Co's 
voucher for 37 cts. Your accounts are O.K. as far as 
this Department is concerned. I did not instruct you 
to cut anything out of your accounts. If by C.O.D. 
voucher you mean C.O.D. wrapper, same should be 
way-billed on forwarding office, without charges. 
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Yours truly, 
lsi L.C. Kelley 

Auditor. 

Denver, Colo., . ........ . i !:. ... ~ .... ... .... 1 8g~ 
Rgure 34. Header of Form 2226 personal
ized letterhead used by Route Agent Ed 
Ledwidge beginning in 1894. (Colorado 

School of Mines Museum archives) 

Ed Ledwidge began his position as Route 
Agent the same month that the D&RG Express 
contracted for express privileges over the 
UPD&G Railway. He was replaced by James E. 
Erwin in October 1899,38 long after that contract 

H The Express Gazette, April 15, 1894, pg 85. 
38 The Express Gazette, October 15, 1899, pg 311. 
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ended. It would appear that Ledwidge, who had 
been chief clerk of the Tariff, Trace and Claim 
Department for the D&RG Express General Office 
in Denver, was transferred into the Route Agent's 
job to mainly work the company's new express 
business on the UPD&G Railway. 

Examination of Ledwidge's stationary (Figure 
34) reveals that the header includes a list of the 
other railroads over which the D&RG Express 
had privileges in mid-1894. This date has been 
assumed because it was soon after Ledwidge's 
appointment and probably when his stationary, 
with contemporary information on it, was printed. 
These roads are the same as listed in Table 1 for 
the year 1894. It is not known at this time wheth
er other D&RG Express businessmen had their 

' ·;:7!:;7~-· 
: I. II It 

own printed letterhead, or not. So far, Ledwid
ge's Form 2226 letter is the only example of 
D&RGE personalized business letterhead (except 
for the General Office memos) to come to light. 

.Form 2300 Wavbill 
The first Freight Way-Bill that we numerically 

find is Form 2300 that was printed and issued in 
January 1890. This form is very similar to the 
Form 2375 Freight Way-Bill (November 1889) 
that is illustrated later. Besides the form numbers, 
the only significant differences seen between these 
two forms are: 

• 2475 is imprinted" FREIGHT WAY-BILL 
from D. & R. G. ROUTE, to ................. " 

• 2300 reads "FREIGHT WA Y-8/LL from 
..... .... .... to .. ..... ........ " in approximately the 
same, upper center location of the form. 

Also Form 2475 uses "18 ... " for the imprinted 
date entry blank at the upper right, while Form 
2300's shows "189 ... " 
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Form 2301 Wavbill 
One of the mainstays of 19th-Century express 

company business was their capability for reliable 
delivery of 'money packages.' These packages 
contained various items of extraordinary value, 
e.g., currency, specie, gold dust, stocks, bonds, 
valuable papers, etc. Figure 35 illustrates a 
D&RGE-designated 'copy' of its MONEY WAY
BILL Form 2301. It measures 35.1 em long by 
8.6 em high. Normally the original waybills from 
all express companies are well protected and rare
ly seen, no doubt the 'copy' status of this form 
accounts for its survival. At upper left on this ex
ample is the imprint "Form 2301-3-90-50M" 
that indicates fifty thousand of these forms were 
printed in March 1890. 

Figure 35. Form 2301 Money Way-bill that was 
generated as a copy of the original way-bill. 

The illustrated Form 2301 copy was used on 
August 26, 1890 by W. M. Hastings (Delta 
Agent) and records the expressing of two money 
packages from Delta to Denver. All express way
bills bore a unique number t9 facilitate tracking 
and future inquiries, this example is a copy of 
Money Waybill No. 238 (probably just in 1890). 
The first listed package contained $30.00 from 
Peter Coster (in Delta) to be delivered to W. E. 
Sorrells in Pratt, Kansas. Since its D&RG Ex
press eastward journey . ended in Denver, this 
money package was transferred to Wells, Fargo & 
Co. Express on August 27th (recorded on a sepa
rate WF&C waybill No. 239) which carried it to 
State Line, Kansas-Nebraska and then to Wichita, 
Kansas. This package was then transferred to 
Adams Express at Wichita for delivery to Pratt. 

The D&RG Express charge for carrying this 
$30 package from Delta to Denver was 20¢. An 
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additional 25¢ was charged by Wells, Fargo & 
Co. Express to transport it from Denver to Wichi
ta. The Adams' express charge isn't known, but 
was probably in the 10 to 20¢ range based on the 
other two express company's charges. 

The second package recorded on this waybill 
contained $450.90 that was shipped dead head 
(no charge) from Agent Hastings to the D&RG 
Express Treasurer, J. W. Gilluly(?), in Denver. 
There is a blank space on Form 2301 to record the 
name of the first messenger entrusted with these 
money packages. But no messenger name is en
tered on this particular form, perhaps because it is 
'only' a copy. Maybe the messenger's name was 
entered on the original money waybill, or maybe 
no messenger was involved in this shipment. 

Form 2374 Receipt 
The D&RG Express, Form 2374 shipping re

ceipt (Figure 36) is smaller (22 em wide by 9.4 
em high) than the previously discussed BOL's 
(Form 2371), but it does provide space for the 
agent to enter the insurance amount for the ship
ment (vertically at the left). The maximum indem
nity in case of loss on Form 2371 is limited to 
$50.00, as is stated in the fine print on the front of 
those BOLs. Form 2374 appears to allow consig
nor's the opportunity to purchase additional mer
chandise insurance on a shipment. 

.... = ""' -"" ... 
= = 
QC .... 
> 
:z: .... 
"" .... = ..... 

Rgure 36. 1895 Form 2374 shipping receipt 
with provisions for additional shipment in
surance. (Robert Chandler's collection) 

The illustrated copy of Form 2374 was printed 
in December 1895. This particular form was used 
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in Colorado Springs on October 17, 1896 by 
Agent F. E. Frank. It documented shipment of a 
letter to the BiMetallic Bank in Cripple Creek for a 
fee of 25¢ that was paid. No value or letter cont
ent was entered on the form and no insurance val
ue is indicated. The back of this form is printed 
with D&RO Express advertising, similar to that 
previously shown on the back of Form 2371s. 
However, there is no mention of D&RG Express 
envelope franks on the back of this form. 

Form 2376 Receipt 
The only type of D&RG Express freight receipt 

recovered so far is Form 2376 that is shown in 
Figure 37. In fact, four different printings of this 
form have been reported -June 1888, October 
1889, July 1895, and January 1896 issue dates. 
Only minor format differences exist between these 
printings. 

It is worth noting the "N.-6-88-40M" upper
left form inscription on the initially listed Form 
2376 that was printed in June 1888. Perhaps the 
D&RG Express used the "N." prefix to identify 
this as a new form that was first issued in June 
1888. There are not sufficient forms, nor those 
with 'N' inscriptions on them, available to test 
and validate this supposition. 

This form was used by the D&RG Express 
station agent to record all fees that they charged 

for each received express shipment. These forms 
were probably used as part of the Express' billing 
procedures, they may even have been required to 
be sent to the business office in Denver. One of 
these forms is known with the generating agent's 
"PAID" dated-handstamp, it was placed there 12 
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Form 2475 Waybill 

'L- {1.:.- .z,..Y 

The Freight Waybill form that was 
previously referred to in conjunction 
with Freight Waybill Form 2300, is 
shown in Figure 39. The Form 2475 
waybill is also long and narrow 
measuring 35 em wide by 8.4 em 
high. This form was printed in 1889 
and was probably used to record 

~ h 
R-i•Hi ~'•,m••t. large express merchandise t at was 

-··················-·······································AI••'· relegated to the road's freight depart-,__ _____________________ _. ment. Or it is possible that all ex-

Rgure 37. Form 2376 Freight 
Receipt issued in 1888. 

Another Form 2376 exists that was generated 
in Delta, Colo. with no fee entries made on it, but 
is hand-annotated "Billed to Montrose," presum
ably by the Delta Agent. A couple of these forms 
are annotated with "O.H." for 'on-hand' to in
dicate that the merchandise had not yet been deliv
ered to, or picked-up by, the addressed recipient. 

Form 2379 Memo 
Maybe the most common memo-form used for 

general correspondence among agents along the 
D&RG Express system was Form 2379. The 
first version of this form that has been found is 
vertically oriented and is shown in Figure 38. It 
measures about 13.7 em wide by 21.2 em wide. 
We estimate that this memo form was issued 
about 1890 because of the older "Express Depart
ment" sub header on it. 

Rgure 38. Form 2379 that was used for gen
eral short correspondence between agents. 

In subsequent printings, the D&RG Express 
changed Form 2379 to a horizontal format memo. 
A very interesting example of this revised format 
is shown, and chronologically interpreted, on the 
next page. This memo started in Delta, Colo., 
and was sent to Pueblo and Chicago and back 
over a 19-day period before the original question 
was resolved. This memo contains 13 separately 
entered messages; we wonder how the various 
agents kept them straight. The horizontally for
matted 2379 forms are about the same size as the 
vertical memo forms. 

press packages, regardless of their characteristics, 
were treated as freight while being transported on 
the D&RG mil road. 

There are two freight waybills in hand with one 
item entered on each of them. One was used in 
1889 (Figure 39) and the other in 1890. The 
weight of one way-billed item is recorded as 6.5 
pounds and it is listed as "one package." This 

., .. 
THE DENVER & Rro GRANDE RAILROAD Co. 
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A Widely Traveled D&RG Express Memo 

This Form 2379 memo begins on July 3, 1893 with 
this handwritten message from Delta, Colorado: 

1) "Will Cinq1wt 
P/1111 111 your W/8 184 July J 
t P' Attlchlt/100 oz for L.C. Al1y SOC 
paid - Mr Aley it t/11d - Pl11te 
get ditpotition of pkg. 

Yourt truly, 
lsi WM Hutingt Agt" 

Back hlw @ top <Agent H/S Is vjo!eD: 
2) "WMH 

Mut t h1v1 thipp~rt nut1 
It '""" Yourt 

/s/ we 
I 3) M Born & Co 

JUL 5 1893 I 246 & 2SO Morbt St 
I Chicogo Ill 
I /s/ WMH' 

Back hlw @ middle left: 
4) "WRD 

From What Co 
7/9 /s/ we· 

5) "7 /7 o Fgo 
/s/ WRD" 

Back HIS @ bottom left (Purple): 
6) tsi"SJ Rob~rtt Etq 

Please endorse your instructions 
hereon returning all papers to 

WILL CINQMARS, 
Pueblo, Colo. Agent 

7LJQ..U93" 

Back HIS @ middle right (violet): 
7) "Pueblo, Colo . ...li1L_l89.3 

Mr. M W1i11nt Att 

Page 36 

Please note your instructions 
hereon and return to me. 

S. J. ROBERTS, Agt• 

Reverse side of memo 

Back HIS @ bottom right (violet) 
8) "'M3.l.S FARGO & COS EXPRESS. 

Chicago, 7/13 189 3 
Your instructions lu!reon, with return 
of all correspondence, will oblige 

ANSON GORTON, G"(EHl AGT] 

Front hlw (orange/red) @ upper-middle 
9) • Pleus t~turn to ut. 

M Born It Co 
CR 7/18/91" 

Front HIS @ ypper right (vloletl 
10) "PLEASE COMPLY, 

ANSON GORTON, GEN'L AGT. 
Chicago, 7/19 1893" 

Front HIS's @ bottom left <mahoaonvl 

11) "Mr. Will CinqMars, Agt. D. & R. G. Ex. 
To you in transfer ................. . 189" 

12) "Please note and comply, 
Yours Truly, 

S. J. ROBERTS, AGT. 
Pueblo, Colo . .... 7121 ..... 189 3 • 

Front hlw @ bottom center 

13) "WMH 

we 7/22" 

HIS = handstamp; hlw = handwritten 
(black unless otherwise noted). 



Western Express 

certainly seems to be in the range of expected 
' normal' express parcels. The second item is list
ed as two bundles of blankets at a weight of 40 
pounds aggregate. A simple guess at the charac
teristics of these bundles suggests each may 
weigh twenty pounds, which might also be con
sidered 'normal' express traffic. So the above 
speculation that all D&RG Express packages trav
eled as freight may be a valid assumption, at least 
during 1889 when this Form 2475 was used. 

Rgure 39. Form 2475 Freight Waybill may 
have been used for all packages shipped 

by express over the D&RG Railroad. 

C.O.D. Inquirv Form 
The only "C.O.D. INQUIRY" form that has 

been seen is illustrated in Figure 40. Unfor
tunately both top comers of this form are missing, 
probably excising the D&RG Railroad form 
number that was pre-printed on one of those com
ers. The illustrated form was written early in 
1896 at Salt Lake City by D&RG Express Agent 
A. C. French. He was trying to find out why a ' 
certain C.O.D. express shipment ("1 Gun on brd 
10") from Browning Bros., had not been called 
for and when it might be picked-up. The middle 
of the form contains this pre-printed D&RG Ex
press statement: 

T he parties who shipped these goods desire to 
know if any reason is assigned for not taking and 
paying for them; and whether there is a prospect of 
their being taken within a reasonable time. Answer 
on this sheet. 

Agent French wrote his instructions in the blank 
lines provided towards the bottom of this form. 

Rgure 40. C. 0. D. Inquiry form 
used in tracking down problems aris

ing from C. 0. D. express service. 

December 1998 

Summary Observations 
The thirteen different forms that were issued by 

the D&RG Express and discussed above, and 
their printed variants, are al l summarized in Table 
4. Twelve of these forms contain form numbers 
which supports our earlier assertion that these 
were 'standard' express business forms. No 
doubt more business forms were issued by the 
D&RG Railroad for use in their express business, 
but they have not yet been seen. 

After reviewing the forms listed in Table 4, one 
correlation appears to be begging for substantia
tion. Notice that all dated forms which bear the 

DENVER AND RIO GRANDE EXPRESS. 

o.... . .... ." .. ... .f.. .. r£. ... 189._Cw. 8. No._./_${ __ _ 

;::·::::~:~.~---~ -~ .. :::·.:·~·-·.-.:~~:.~~::?:=~::::: 
· .S.dL1' LA.Jt..E c;~ i· l t/TA.H , 

:=:==--~~~== ' 
.;,. ,.,tlu rit &W,~ U.u f'Htl• ~W. /It ,,.. If ~1 ,..,.. I • u.U,.IIN ., .., 

td., eM ,.,~ ~, 1M•: .- .... , ,..,. ;, • ,..,.d ., u,.;, w., ,;,. •• ,;u,u, 
•• ,.. .... ..,_ tiM. A., .. ,. N tMt U..t. 
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Table 4. Denver & Rio Grande Express Business Forms. 

Form Issue Size (em) Ill us- Example Header 
No . Form Type Date WxH tration Use Date Imprint** Comments 
2002 Memo Est. 1890 21.3 X 13.6 Fig. 30* Sep 17, 1890 Express General Oftice use 
2003 Memo Est. 1895 21.1 X 13.7 Fig. 31 Jun 18, 1895 Express General Office use 
2134 Memo Unmarked 21.6 X 13.7 Fig. 33 Feb 24, 1896 Express Office of Auditor 
2226 Letter Est. 1894 20.7 X 27.2 Fig. 34* Mar 21, 1895 Express Route Agent use 
2300 Freight Waybill Jan 1890 35.3 X 8.8 None APr 28, 1890 RR-Exp. Dept. Shipment log 
2301 Money Waybill Mar 1890 35.1x8.6 Fig. 35 Aug 26, 1890 RR-Exp. Dept. Messenger log 
2371 Bill of Lading Jan 1890 21.5 X 13.5 Fig. 12 Dec 5, 1890 Express Large ad on back 

II II II II Nov 1890 21.3 X 13.8 None Dec 13, 1891 Express Described in text 
II II II II Jan 1895 21.5 X 14.0 Fig. 13 Mav 15, 1897 Express Large ad on back 

2374 Receipt Dec 1895 22.0 X 9.4 Fig. 36 Oct 17, 18% Express Large ad on back 
2376 Freight Receipt Jun 1888 21.4 X 8.9 Fig. 37 Dec 9, 1888 RR-Exp. Dept. tt 11N.-6-88-40m11 

II II II Oct1889 20.9 X 9.1 None Sep 19, 1890 RR-Exp. Dept. 
II II II Jul1895 21.5 X 9.0 None Jan 15, 1896 Express 
II II II Jan 18% 21.8 X 9.1 None Jul 6, 1896 Express 

2379 Memo Est.~1890 13.7 X 21.2 Fig. 38 Oct 9, 1890 RR-Exp. Dept. Vertical format 
II II Unmarked 21.3 X 13.7 t Insert Jul 3, 1893 Express Horizontal format 
II II Feb 1893 20.9 X 13.5 None Jun 1, 1895 Express Horizontal format 

2396 C.O.D. Envelope Unmarked 10.4 X 24.2 Fig. 29 Apr30, 18% Express 'Returned' empty 
2475 Freight Waybill Nov 1889 35.0 X 8.4 Fig. 39 Dec 7, 1889 RR-Exp. Dept. Shipment log 
???? C.O.D. Inquiry Unknown 13.7 X 21.4+ Fig. 40 Jan 14, 1896 Express Comers are gone 

* Only the header of this form is illustrated. Est. = Estimate ":;;" =during or before 
** Forms are printed with "Denver & Rio Grande Express" title(= 'Express' entry above) or 

wi th "Denver & Rio Grande Railroad (Co.) - Express Dept." title(= 'RR-Exp. Dept.' entry above). 

t This version of Form 2379 is illustrated in "A Widely Traveled D&RG Express Memo" insert. 

t t Form notation printed at upper left, see "Form 2376 Receipt" section for explanation. 15 Mar 98 

"Denver & Rio Grande Railroad - Express De
partment" inscription were issued in, or prior to, 
March 1890. Conversely, those containing 
"Denver & Rio Grande Express" inscriptions 
were issued during, or after, January 1890. 

Even though we have only 17 dated and in
scribed D&RG Express forms to examine, the 
three-month period where the business name of 
this express undergoes a change seems more than 
a mere coincidence. Especially notice the express 
name changes on the chronological printed issues 
of Form 2376 and Form 2379 during this time
frame. Based on this short 'revision window,' 
we would speculate that the D&RG Railroad re
vised their official, or internal, name of the rail
road's express operation sometime in the first half 
of 1890. We used this supposition when we pre
viously dated the probable issuance time frame of 
two undated forms (2002 and the first 2379 print
ing date estimates in Table 3), several of the adhe
sive stamps and both complimentary frank labels. 
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If true, this supposition could add another fac
tor in support of our earlier conclusion that the 
D&RGE's franked-envelopes were first issued 
during 1890. The frank on the envelope is in
scribed "D&RG Express" vice "D&RG Railroad -
Express Department." The later is speculated to 
possibly have been printed if the envelope frank 
had been first issued in 1889 or earlier. It will be 
interesting to learn if future D&RG Railroad his
torical information is found that confirms, or con
tradicts, this 1890 business-name change es
timate. We think that the change in the express' 
business name by the D&RG Railroad is a signifi
cant milestone that allows, or will allow if conclu
sively pinpointed, more accurate dating of some 
of the D&RG Express' business material. 

One thing is very impressive about much of the 
D&RG Express correspondence written on these 
forms-the very polite and business-like language 
used by writers and responders alike. It seems 
that there could have been a lot of terse, even cyn-
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ical, messages composed by these busy business
men in the tough ''Old West" But this was hardly 
the case on the group of about thirty old express 
memos that have been reviewed and studied. 

Another observation from reviewing this group 
of D&RG Express memos is the bounded range 
of form numbers. It appears that the D&RG Rail
road may have 'allocated' a range of form 
numbers for the exclusive use of the Express De
partment. Perhaps numbers from 2000 to 2999 
(or some subset of this range, such as 2000 to 
2499) were used for the express subsidiary's 
standard business forms. 

As stated above, many more D&RG Express 
standard forms than discussed in this article were 
probably used in the course of their business. We 
would doubt, however, that there were 500 to a 
thousand such 'standard' business forms defined, 
so some numbers were probably skipped in the 
postulated 2000 to 2999 range. Of course, some 
form numbers could have been assigned for forms 
that became obsolete over the years, then such 
numbers may have been "retired' and not reused. 

Express Money Orders 
The 19th-Century Money Order was invented 

and pioneered by the American Express Compa
ny. Use of these indemnified, cash-less, transfer
of-funds instruments was inaugurated in 1882. 
An early example of this American Express inven
tion by employee Marcellus F. Beey9 is shown in 
Figure 41. This illustrated form has rows of fig
ures attached to the left-side which the issuing 
agent tore off down to the amount that the pur
chaser paid for it. This device made it impossible 
for the buyer, or anyone else, to raise the valua
tion of the money order after purchase, providing 
total security to the American Express Company. 
Berry was granted a patent on his form invention 
on December 12, 1882. 

Figure 41. A very early American Express 
Money Order specimen. (Reduced to 70%) 

Soon thereafter many of the larger express 
companies at that time (Adams, Pacific, South
em, United States, Wells, Fargo & Co., etc.) 
began to issue their own company brands of 

39 Hatch, Alden, American Express, A Century of Service, 
1950, pp 85-86. 
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money orders. At first, we suspect only each indi
vidual express could cash its own money orders. 
But for expediency reasons, we surmise, the need 
soon became apparent for companies to cash each 
others money orders and such an agreement and 
accounting arrangement must have been made to 
accomplish this later in the 1880s. 

The D&RG Express was no exception to the 
money order issuing business. By 1890, maybe 
earlier, the D&RG Express was advertising and 
issuing its own money order instruments. The 
earliest money order advertisement seen is on the 
back of D&RG Express', January 1890, Form 
2371, that is illustrated in Figure 12. After stating 
that D&RG Express Money Orders are payable at 
over 12,000 places, this ad follows with the 1890 
purchase rates and then these four advertising 
points which all start with "DENVER AND RIO 
GRANDE EXPRESS MONEY ORDERS ... ": 

• ... can be remitted anywhere, and deposited in 
Banks in any city in the United States or Canada. 
• ... can also be paid through the Bank Clearing 
Houses at New York, Boston, Chicago, and St. Louis. 
• ... are advantageous to travelers-are safer to car
ry than money; the amount they represent is abso
lutely safe against loss by theft or otherwise, with 
provisions for identifying strangers-without the 
slightest annoyance or delay-at any paying office 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast, and are cheaper 
than Government orders. 
• ... system has ample provision for refunding amount 
of lost orders, without unnecessary delays. 

The D&RG Express had many other mon
ey order cashing arrangements through other fi
nancial organizations, because they certainly 
didn't have 12,000 D&RG Express offices 
across the country and none in Canada in 1890. 
It now becomes obvious that another reason for 
maintaining D&RG Express offices outside of 
Colorado and Utah was to facilitate the sale and 
payment of their Money Orders. 

Page 39 
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..... 

AMERICAN EXPRESS CO. 
PRESIDENT'S 0 F"FICE, 65 BROADWAY. 

NEw YORK, July xst, 1894. 

To AGENTS : 

Arrangements have been made by this Company to pay the revised form of 

Money Orders of the DENVER & RI O GRANDE EXPRESS. as per copy given 

below, when presented at any office of this Company, such Orders to be paid by 

you in the same manner as those issued by this Company. Settlements for the 

Denver & Rio Grande Express Money Orders MUST NOT DF. INCLUDED in the report 

of Money Orders of this Company, nor with those paid for account Adams, United 

States, Wells, F argo & Co., Southern, Pacific, Northern Pacific, Canadian or Great 

Northern Expresses. 

A separate list of Denver & R io Grande Express Money Orders must be 

made on the blank form No. 468 (old No. 197), and ENCLOSED WITH THF. ORDERS 

to Treasurer American E xpress Company, New York, subject to "EXPENSE,. for 

the total amount paid, or may be used as cash in settlement of any balance due 

the Treasurer. 

JAS. C. FARGO, 
President. 

FAC·SIMILE OF DENVE R & RIO GR ANDE RXrRI!SS MOI'II!Y OR Dt:R , 

coonoo~~ 
DENVER A RIO GRANDE EXPRESS 

MON I:Y ORDER. -. 

REMITTER'S RECEIPT. 

• NO O"Ol,_ 

jrawa!Qrmou iW 
,.l rT't 

DOLLARS 

lt~tWiu~A· 
miii!III IIIDDI . 

KEEP IT. 

AMOUNT OF OROER. 
U, S.or Canada. I r or•irn. 

$ s ___ . .,. ___ - -
Datt,-~--~-----189-Stn1 to 

Agure 42. Authorization memo for American 
Express Company agents to cash D&RG Ex

press Money Orders. (Reduced to 70%) 

The format of the D&RGE's early money or
ders is not known at this time, however, a facsi
mile of its 1894 revised fonnat is illustrated in the 
above (Figure 42) memo. This memo was issued 
by James C. Fargo, the President of the American 
Express Company on July 1, 1894. Fargo used 
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this memo to authorize the American Express 
Company's payment of D&RG Express revised
format Money Orders. 

This must have been a momentous day in the 
history of the D&RG Railroad/Express, undoubt
edly this approval was applied for and diligently 
fought for. Notice the other express company 
money orders that were already similarly honored 
at the time of this memo-Adams, Canadian, 
Great Northern, Northern Pacific, Pacific, South
em, United States, and Wells, Fargo & Co. Ex
press companies. What a prestigious business 
group for the D&RG Express to join in the pay
ment arrangements authorized by the inventor of 
the money order system. On the less exuberant 
side, maybe this memo merely condoned already 
existing money order cashing practices. 

After thinking about it, maybe a company mile
stone decision such as the production and sale of 
money orders caused the D&RG Railroad compa
ny to change the business name of its express de
partment. After all, imprinting the name of 
"D&RG Railroad - Express Department" on its 
money orders may have looked very awkward. It 
might also .have been considered less appealing, 
or even inhibiting, to the prospective public pur
chasers. Additionally, this terminology would not 
be in concert with the business names on the larg
er expresses' money orders, many of which were 
not railroad company subsidiaries. Even the ex
presses that were railroad subsidiaries did not 
have the parent road's name in their business title, 
nor on their money order forms. 

.. . ,. --~-··- ·--.. - . \ ---· --·· 

Agure 43. This label is the first reported 
D&RG Express stamp or label that does 

not contain the Manager's or Superintend
ent's name. (Robert Chandler's collection) 

December 1998 

We suspect that the decade of the 1890s was 
the main time-frame that the D&RG Express fas
tidiously promoted and sold its money orders, but 
substantiating proof is lacking. One money order 
advertising label has been reported that was used 
on an envelope mailed in 1894. This label and 
envelope are shown in Figure 43. The cover is 
docketed "2/27/94" and the label is tied to the cov
er by the addressee's name which is partially writ
ten over the right side of the label and onto the en
velope. The label also covers a pre-printed corner 
card that is present on this envelope. 

The money order label is printed in red on 
white paper and its illustrated usage indicates that 
it was issued on gummed paper. This label is im
perforate and measures 7.3 em square. The ab
sence of George Kramer's name on this label is a 
definite tip-off that is was issued after he resigned 
in April 1893. The absence of D. D. Mayo's 
name, the 1893-1903 express manager, on the la
bel was apparently consistent with the D&RG Ex
press' then-current policy of not putting his name 
on any stamps or labels that were issued while he 
was manager. 

The D&RG Express Ends 
The following announcement was published in 

the October 1903 edition of The Express Gazette:40 

Commencing October 1st, ...... ,the Globe Express 
Company will succeed to all the business of the 
Denver & Rio Grande Express and the Western Ex
press Company, with Mr. [George W.] Kramer as 
president and D. D. Mayo as manager. 

This merger essentially dissolved the previous 
D&RG Express department of the D&RG Rail
road. It also reunited two former express co
workers- Kramer and Mayo. But we know that 
from about 1893 up until the merger, Mayo was 
the Manager of the D&RG Express and Kramer 
was organizing and running the Western and 
Globe Expresses. 

Globe Express Companv 
The Globe Express Company was incorporated 

under Colorado laws in 1892 by the D&RG Rail
road.41 The first mention of the Globe Express 
Company's plans that has been found appears in 

40 The Express Gazette, Western Happenings, Sept. 15, 1903, 
pg 209. 
41 The Express Gazette, Globe Express. March 15, 1894, pg 
54. 
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an early 1893 issue of The Express Gazette:42 

THE GLOBE EXPRESS COMPANY. 
A PREDICTION AS TO ITS R.JfURE PLANS. 

[Galveston, Tex., News] 

A powerful rival to the express companies oper
ating in the south and west has shied its glove into 
the arena. Tilis is the Globe Express Company of 
Denver, Col. It is said on good authority that the 
entire Huntington lines will be operated by this lus
ty young company. This means that the 6,914 
miles of the Southern Pacific system and the Hous
ton & Texas Central, now operated by Wells, Fargo 
& Co., and the 688 miles of the San Antonio & 
Arkansas Pass, now operated by the Pacific 
[Express], will be turned over to the Globe Compa
ny. 

Apparently the D&RG Railroad was aggressively 
planning to expand its corporate express opera
tions outside of Colorado and Utah. And it ap
pears that they were willing to take on and unseat 
the mighty Wells Fargo Express company plus the 
Pacific Express company to do it. 

These plans were never accomplished, 
although the 'lusty' Globe may have attempted to 
implement them. After George Kramer 'resigned' 
from the D&RG Express in 1893, he joined the 
Globe Express Company to organize their express 
operations. No doubt the Globe used these same 
promotional plans to induce George to 'move 
over' within the D&RG company. Of course, the 
Globe planned to set up their offices in Denver 
(that's where the D&RG Railroad was headquar
tered) instead of somewhere in Louisiana, Texas 
or the western states (Arizona, California, Ore
gon) where the roads in their 1893 prediction-plan 
operated. George Kramer eventually became 
president of the Globe Express Company in 1903, 
the year before his death. 

We next hear about the Globe Express a year 
later in 1894 when they are supposed to take over 
the D&RG Express on April 1st. 43 As cited earlier 
in this article, this plan never happened either. 
But what had happened to the aggressive Globe 
Express expansion plans of a year earlier? One 
guess is that during the intervening year, George 
Kramer had a chance to evaluate the 'lusty' com
pany plans and use his lengthy express experience 
to help decide and convince Globe that the plans 
just weren't practical to implement We also sus-
41 The Express Gazette, The Globe Express Company, Jan 15, 
1893, pg 5. 
43 The Express Gazette, Globe Express, March 15, 1894, pg 
54. 
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pect that the idea to dislodge the entrenched Wells, 
Fargo and Pacific Express companies from the 
target roads became much more difficult than 
originally thought ('planned' might be too strong 
here). So subsequently the Globe Express, a 
venture chartered by the D&RG Railroad, turned 
its attention to obtaining operating control of the 
D&RG Express company, which was already 
owned by the D&RG Railroad! Sounds like a 
bailout to a very incestuous arrangement, but the 
19th-Century express and railroad companies 
were already known for such business practices. 

According to historians, the Globe Express 
company did not do any actual expressing until it 
took over the D&RG Express in October 1903.44 

It appears that this organization was an express 
company in name only for the first eleven years of 
its existence. We wonder what. kept George 
Kramer interested and employed by Globe, be
sides finally being elected president (1903), since 
it existed as a non-expressing company for all 
those years? Kramer's other business activities 
may well account for his continued employment 
during the Globe's hiatus. He was variously re
ported as functioning in the following high profile 
capacities: 

• Vice-president of the Colorado Midland 
Railroad up to May 1904. We don't know 
when he was first elected to this position. This 
was a 346-mile railroad in 1903, operating 
mainly from Colorado Springs to Grand Junc
tion with two short branches to Aspen and Jer
ome Park.45 

• Vice-president of the Utah Fuel Company 
in 1904.46 Nothing more is known about this 
liaison. 

• He 'took control' of the D&RG's express 
business late in 1901.47 Nothing more is 
known about his reported return to the D&RG 
Express. D. D. Mayo remained the D&RGE's 
Manager of Express up until the Globe Express 
takeover. 

• General Manager of the Western Express 

44 The Express Gazette, Western Happenings, Sept 15, 1903, 
pg 209. 
•s Bullinger, E. L, The Mercantile Agency Special Edition of 
Bullinger's Postal and Shippers Guide for the United States and 
Canada, January 1904, pg 44. 
46 Denver Post, Death 's Swift Stroke, May 5, 1904, pg 5. 
47 Ibid. 
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Company48 which will be discussed later. 
• Manager of the Rio Grande Western Ex

press.49 This express always appeared to be a 
part of the D&RG Express company and sys
tem up to 1903, as certainly is supported by the 
1896 memo illustrated in Figure 40. We be
lieve the above position may refer to Kramer's 
management of the Western Express Company 
which operated the Rio Grande Western's ex
press from July 1893 to September 1903. 

The above list should answer the original question 
concerning what Kramer did with his idle time 
during his employment with Globe Express. If 
only a couple of the above position tributes are 
factual, Kramer could have been a very busy man. 

The Globe Express apparently successfully 
operated over the D&RG Railroad for the next 
11.4 years until their express business was ac
quired by Wells Fargo & Co. on May 1, 1915. 
Since Globe Express was owned by the D&RG 
Railroad, they probably took over and acquired all 
of the D&RG Express' business assets in 1903. 
Meanwhile the Globe Express did contract out the 
Rio Grande Western's express privileges to Wells 
Fargo & Co., beginning late in 1903.50 

Western Express Companv 
Little is presently known about this Denver

based company, but it appeared to be another ex
press company in name only while never doing 
any actual expressing. It was probably spawned 
by the D&RG Railroad (similar to the Globe Ex
press arrangement) for control of the Rio Grande 
Western's express business. There were other 
'Western Express' companies that operated in the 
United States and Canada in the 19th-Century, so 
one must be careful not to confuse this shell entity 
with other, more active, Western Express compa
nies that were operating outside Utah/Colorado. 

The following was reported in an 1893 Ex
press Gazette issue;51 

The Western Express Company, which was recently 
launched for the purpose of carrying the express busi
ness of the Rio Grande Western Road, has leased its 

48 The Express Gazette, Western Happenings, Sept 15, 1903, 
pg 209 
49 Denver Times, George Kramer Has Answered Summons, 
May 5, 1904, pg 9. 
so The Express Gazette, July 15. 1893, pg 156. 
51 Wells Fargo Messenger, Perfecting a Transcontinental 
Link, May 1915, pg 156. 
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privileges to the D&RG Express Company. ~xpre~s
men of Colorado and Utah have been watching With 
unusual interest for information as to the plans of the 
new organization. The old contract with the Denver & 
Rio Grande expired on 1 July, and under the arrange
ment named above, the Denver & Rio Grande will re
main in charge upon the Rio Grande & Western sys
tem. 

George Kramer was the General Manager of the 
Western Express which did no real expressing. 
We do not know when he acquired this position. 

The Western Express Company was terminat
ed, after more than ten years of contracting out its 
expressing privileges, when the Globe Express 
Company took over all of its business on October 
1, 1903. 

Wells Fargo & Co. Express 
Wells Fargo & Co., had coveted the Globe Ex

press lines over the D&RG Railroad through Col
orado for some time. Finally, on May 1, 1915, 
they were successful in acquiring express privi
leges over them. This acquisition is best told in 
the company's own words: 52 

For a long time past Wells Fargo, under 
contract with the Globe Express Company, has 
operated over a portion of this transcontinental 
link. The Denver & Rio Grande main line in 
Utah-in fact, its main stem all the way west 
from Newcastle, Col.- has been the west half 
of the Colorado link of Wells Fargo. The east
ern half extends over the line of the Colorado 
Midland. Officially the Colorado Midland has 
its west terminal at Grand Junction. But from 
Newcastle to Grand Junction its trains have 
long enjoyed trackage rights over the main line 
of the Denver & Rio Grande. 

On May 1, our company assumed express 
operations over the entire Denver & Rio 
Grn,pde. system, including a network of lines· 
resting here and there and everywhere through 
the mountain passes of Southern Colorado, 
reaching not only many important mining 
towns, but also south through a most historic 
valley to the city of Santa Fe, N. Mex., itself. 
The retirement of the Globe Express from ac
tive express business on the last day of April 
made possible this addition of some two thou
sand miles of important railroad line to our 
constantly growing express system. 

But the acquisition of the express privileges 
51 Ibid, pg 157. 

Page43 



Western Express 

of the entire Denver & Rio Grande system is of 
the greatest interest to Wells Fargo men every
where, because it perfects a new transconti
nental route for our company, connecting at 
Pueblo with the important lines of the Santa Fe 
and the Missouri Pacific, reaching east to Chi
cago and St. Louis, and at Ogden with the 
busy main stem of the Southern Pacific, 
stretching down over the crests of the distant 
Sierras into the very heart of San Francisco. 
Over this perfected link a new through express 
service, its speed and regularity typical of 
high-grade Wells Fargo service, has already 
been inaugurated. 

The routing results of this Wells Fargo acquisi
tion of D&RG express rights are shown in the 
Figure 44 map.53 Wells Fargo provided express 
service over the D&RG Railroad for a little over 
three years until the U.S. Government intervened 
in June 1918 and consolidated all of the country's 
domestic expresses into the single, federally 
owned, American Railway Express Company. 
The financial paper of the Wells Fargo Express 
was sold to, and paid by, the new government 
company. Outstanding losses and damage claims 
were handled and adjusted by the new company. 
53 Ibid, pg 157. 
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G. C. Taylor became the president of the new 
American Railway Express Company and he pub
lished a proclamation of the government's takeo
ver from his New York City office on June 22, 
1918.54 

With this action the government had essentially 
nationalized the country's express companies. 
This express consolidating action was effective 
July 1, 1918 and it ended the classic express
company era in the United States. All of Wells 
Fargo's express operations in the U.S. were duly 
terminated. This government action also ended 
over forty years of private express business on the 
D&RG Railroad, the phased effort of at least six 

Rgure 44. Wells Far
go's routes through 
Colorado, New Mexi
co and Utah from May 
1, 1914 to June 30, 
1918. 

different U.S. express companies over the years. 
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OLD NEWS 
UPDATES TO CALIFORNIA TOWN POSTMARKS 

by Oscar Thomas 

One of the positive aspects of publishing in
formation is the feedback you get from other mem
bers that adds to and fills in the blanks. Robert 
Scales has supplied several pages of updates to In yo 
and Mono Counties. Alan Patera, Richard Papp 
and William Helmer have added to the list of 
Bennettville envelopes going to T. Bennett. Dr. 
Papp had luck on his side when he spotted a 
Bennettville 25 May 1884 cancel going to Mr. 
Bennett in Chicago in care of a Dr. Brooks. This 
is the only cover we have seen not going to the 
New Bedford address. It appears that sickness was 
no excuse not to read the mine report. 

I will whet our appetites and report that Dr. 
Papp has discovered the earliest known Santa 
Rosa cover, and he plans to report on it in a future 
issue of Western Express. We look forward to it. 

Edward Patera had the good luck to find a post
mark from Garotte (new spelling) in Tuolumne 
County. We know the Garrote manuscript was 
used for at least a 14 year period, and the postmas
ter compensation probably never went above $100 
for a single year. It appears someone finally broke 
down and bought a cancelling device. This is a 
case where a postmark may be of greater rarity 
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than the manuscript, as the office name was 
changed in early 1875, and the compensation 
dropped into and below the $20 range from 1865 
onward. We know there were two mining camps 
about a mile apart sharing the same name. Why 
the spelling of the name was changed is unknown. 
Edward's best guess on the date for the cover is 
1869. 

Sometimes luck allows us to find and specu
late on some of the early history of the post of
fices. The Barstow envelope illustrated and ac
companying letter is part of the author's collec-· 
tion, acquired about a year ago. It is an unlisted 
purple cancel that is postmarked about two months 
after the Brstow post office opened, and it pre-dates 
the previous known earliest postmark for this town 
by seven months. The appearance of this fancy 
cancel so soon after the opening would suggest a 
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more organized set-up may have been used in open
ing this post office, and a manuscript from this lo
cation may not .exist. Lewis Garrett's very large 
San Bernardino collection, which has been bro
ken up in recent years, supplies us with the earli
est postmark to date for this town (SBE-510, Feb 
1887). The letter and a La Conner, Washington 
Territorial backstamp supports the dating of this 
cover. 

Tuo-655 
Sbe-505 

1c 
F2c 

26.0 8L 
30.0 
20.5 16L 

26SEP69* 
29JUL86 
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If you have updates, please send a copy to Os
car Thomas, P.O. Box 604, El Toro CA 92630. If 
the postmark is new or just attractive, please send 
a color copy, as it will reproduce better if we use it 
in publication. 

Old Thing 
by Oscar Thomas 

At first glance, this 1862 cover from Esmeralda, California, was thought to be Due 10 cents because it 
was overweight, since a 10¢ stamp was already affixed. A closer examination of the stamp revealed, 
however, that this was not the case. Written across the face of the stamp are the words "old Thing". 
Given the date of this cover and the fact that the Post Office Department had, at that time, declared all 
postage stamps issued prior to the Civil War to be "demonetized" and unusable for postage, it became 
clear that the affixed stamp had been declared invalid and the cover, therefore, was sent collect. Esmeralda 
became Aurora, and in 1864 was determined to be in Nevada. 
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The Other Fargo 
by Michael J. Rainey 

December 1998 

This letter was written by Aanon Fargo, who ing to the Express" and wished to "do a better busi
operated a small express company along the River ness from [Gluckauffs] place" at Bid wells Bar. 
between Bidwells Bar and Marysville, California, The letter is datelined Marysville, but for some 
as early as 1850. It has been reported that no in- unknown reason was sent from San Francisco via 
formation about A. Fargo was known after he left the then newly-established express company of a 
the express business in 1853. Yet, this 1854letter similar name, Wells Fargo & Company, which had 
to Joseph Gluckauff of Bidswill [sic] Bar clearly no connection to Fargo & Company's Feather River 
indicates that a year later Fargo was still "attend- Express. 
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