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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

phone: 503-635-1379 
e-mail: patera@teleport.com 

President's Message-- WESTPEX 
We all look forward to WESTPEX, to be held 

this year Aprill6-18 at the Cathedral Hill I Qual
ity Inn Hotel in San Francisco. 

Events include: 
Western Cover Society Breakfast 

and Annual Meeting 
Sunday, Apri l 18 

9:00A.m. 
4th floor Pavilion 

Tickets are $19.00 and should be ordered im
mediately from : 

Oscar T homas, Secretary 
P.O. Box 604 

El Taro CA 92630 
Following breakfast, at 10:15, we will move 

downstairs to the Telegraph Hill rooms for a slide 
program by Frank Newton on Sonora (Calif.) postal 
history. Don't miss it. 

The Board of Directors meeting will be at 6:00 
p.m. on Saturday, April 17, in the Embarcadero 
Room. On the agenda will be status reports of 
Western Cover Society publishing projects, includ
ing Charlie Winters' Nebraska book, and the 
planned update of the Nathan book on western 
express companies. 

Dale Forster 

WANTED 
Advertisements in 

WESTERN EXPRESS 

A full-page advertisement in 
Western Express costs $55.00 

A half-page costs $27.50, 
and a quarter-page costs $17.50 
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Gold Rush Sesquicentennial 
Photocopies of 1849 covers and letters from 

California have been received from John Drew and 
William Dennis Hassler, which you will see in this 
and upcoming issues. I know there are a lot more 
out there; if you have some in your collection, now 
is the best possible time to locate them and make 
color photocopies for use in an upcoming issue. 

For this issue's tribute to the Gold Rush we have 
"The California Gold Rush of 1849", where you 
can read about the activities of the spring of 1849 
as they appeared on the pages of the San Fran
cisco Alta California, including word of the estab
lishment of a post office at San Francisco and the 
hanging of three men in the Mother Lode. 

This issue and next 
In this issue we showcase the covers of the 

California Midwinter Exposition of 1894, a re
markable collection of covers assembled by Grace 
E. Devnich, M.D. Even this extensive display does 
not include all the covers possible. Dr. Devnich 
also notes that she is publishing a book this spring 
entit led "Oxsana's Journey" , the story of her 
mother-in-law's journey from Russia to North Da
kota, where she homesteaded by herself. 

Also with this issue we welcome a new au
thor, Eric Nelson, with the story of Kit Carson car
rying the first overland mail east from California. 
We continue with Randall Burt's comprehensive 
serialized work on the postal history of the Ha
waiian island of Kauai, and we have an update on 
patriotic covers of western manufacture by Dr. 
James Mi lgram. 

Next issue we will have a nice article entitled 
"Califomian Prelude: Mr. Polk's War with Mexico 
1846-1848 & its Aftermath", by Ian M . Paton, of 
Cambridge, U.K. We will also have more on the 
postal history of Kauai, plus a few smaller articles. 

E-mail Directory 
The e-mail directory of Western Cover Soci

ety has been expanded and is being given a home 
on the inside back cover page. If you have elec
tronic mail and would li ke to have your address 
included, just drop an e-mail to Mark Merkin. 
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President 
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New Members 
#1209 James F. Elin 

10523 48th St. 

Dale E. Forster 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Edward A. Weinberg 
Oscar M. Thomas 
James R. Blaine 
Basil C. Pearce 
Howard Mader 
Robert J. Chandler 
Michael J. Rainey 
William C. Tatham 

Mira Lorna CA 917 52 
Collects: Arizona Territory, towns along 

Rte. 66, & some CA, NV, NM; also photo 
postcards of Southern Pacific RR 

#1210 Thomas G. Pryzgoda 
24401 Chamalea Dr. 
Mission Viejo CA 92691 
Collects: postcards, cancels on cards 

#1211 Bm Halpin 
1502 Buhach Rd. 
Merced CA 95340 

#1212 Mariposa Museum & Historical Center 
P.O. Box 606 
Mariposa CA 95338 

#1213 Jim Laughlin 
P.O. Box 26241 
Fresno CA 93729 
Collects: pre-1920 Calif. covers 

Resigned 
# 642 Richard Schwartz 
#1202 R.H. Jayne 

Page2 

March 1999 

Address Changes (only the new address is shown) 
Aubrey Bartleu II 
548 15th Ave. 
San Francisco CA 94118-3531 

Dale Eggen 
P.O. Box 70577 
Plaza Station 
Sunnyvale CA 94086-0577 

Dr. W.T. Jackson 
702 Miller Dr. 
Davis CA 95616 

George Juilly 
68 Mariner's Circle 
San Rafael CA 94903-5117 

Douglas McDonald 
4790 Caughlin Pkwy. No. 500 
Reno NV 89509 

Jonathan Topper 
8524 Highway 6 N, No. 237 
Houston TX 77095-2103 

Scott Wieduwilt 
11 Tillman Place, 3rd floor 
San Francisco CA 94108 

CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

(510) 465-8290 



Western Express March 1999 

The California Gold Rush of 1849 
as reported by the Alta California 

In this, our first issue of 1999, it is only fitting 
to look back on California 150 years ago, in the 
Spring of 1849. The previous year had seen the 
discovery of gold and the spread of the news far 
and wide. In the Fall of 1848 the rush began with 
the arrival of Kanakas, Mexicans and Chilefios. 
In February 1849 the first shipload of treasure seek
ers from the Atlantic States arrived, the forerunner 
of thousands that continued flooding in. Arrivals 
during the Spring were those who anived by boat, 
either coming around Cape Horn or crossing Cen
tralAmerica and being fortunate to catch a ride on 
a northward bound vessel. The ensuing summer 
saw the arrival of those who came overland, swell
ing the population to beyond what anyone had 
imagined was possible. 

The beginning of the new year of 1849 saw 
the commencement of the publication of the Alta 
California, a weekly newspaper initially conducted 
by Edward Gilbert, Edward C. Kemble and George 
C. Hubbard. Their desire to provide infomltHion 

. on the gold diggings is manifest, but they suffered 
much from the difficulties in acquiring reliable 
information. Much of what they print about the 
mines comes to them from people that had just re
turned from the mines . or from those who wrote 
letters for publication in the paper. From the pages 
of the Alta California we extract the fo llowing 
items through May 1849: 

"From the Mines. Gentlemen recently arrived from 
the north assure us of the protracted severity of the 
season in that section of country. Probably a colder 
winter was never experienced in California. Com
munication between Fort Sacramento and the min
ing dist1ict is entirely cut off.... Business at the 
Fort is represented as dull in the extreme." January 

18,1849. 

"From the Mines. We learn verbally that provi
sions are in demand in the mines. The recent heavy 
rains and snows having made the transportation of 

by Alan H. Patera 

goods impossible for a time, the consumption of 
food and merchandise having been such as to cre
ate a fair demand and slight rise in prices. There 
is, however, nothing like want or suffering. 

From a gentleman recently returned from the 
Dry Diggings, we have the particulars of the re
cent attempt to rob and murder in that place, and 
the punishment meted to the offenders. They are 
substantially as follows: On the night of the 18th 
of January, four men named Montreuil, a Cana
dian Frenchman; Pepi, an Italian; Antoine, a Span
iard, and Tehal, a Frenchman, went to a house 
owned and kept by two Frenchmen, where they 
amused themselves with gambling and drinking. 
They staid late, and the proprietors of the estab
lishment fina lly retired, leaving the four men still 
gambling and drinking. In a short time one of the 
proprietors fell asleep, and the four men then seized 
the other proprietor, telling him that if he made the 
least outcry or resistance they would murder him. 
They then placed two of the party as sentinels over 
the proprietors of the house, whilst the other two 
robbed it of abou t $600, and then they all de
camped. 

These facts became generally known in the 
course of the next day, and on the night of the 19th, 
a large party of armed citizens proceeded to the 
house of the four robbers and arrested them. The 
next day the citizens assembled and selected three 
judges who were to try the four men. Twelve ju
rymen were drawn by ballot, and the trial at once 
took place. The jury returned a verdict of guilty of 
robbery, and the four men were sentenced to re
ceive thirty-nine lashes each and to be banished 
forever from the mines. This sentence was duly 
executed upon them on the 21st ult. 

The citizens afterwards learned that two of 
these robbers had been concerned in a murder on 
Weaver's creek and on the North and Middle fork, 
in the course of last summer, and that recently two 
of them had attempted to murder a man near 
Weaver's creek. Thereupon, the citizens, in a pub-
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lie meeting, resolved that if the murderers could 
be found within the mines, that they should be 
forthwith executed; but their information came too 
late, the birds had flown .... . " February 8, 1849. 

"Further from the Mines. Three Men Hanged at 
the Dry Diggings. Our account of last week in 
relation to the trial and punishment of the four men 
at the Dry Diggings was substantially correct. After 
our inforn1ant left the Diggings, it now appears on 
good authority, the men were again captured, and 
three of them, Pepi, Antonio and Tehal were hung 
by the citizens. This occurred somewhere between 
the 21st and 25th of Janllary." February 15,1849. 

"California and Oregon Mails. The Washington 
Union publishes the Postmaster General's official 
notice of the sailing of the new mail steamer Cali
fornia, which leaves New York on the 2d of Octo
ber, for California and Oregon, via Cape Horn. The 
mail arrangements are as follows: Mail bags will 
be made up at New York, to be forwarded by said 
steamer for Rio Janeiro, Valparaiso, and Callao; 
also for San Francisco, Santa Barbara, Monterey, 
and San Francisco, in California, and Astoria, in 
Oregon. The inland and sea postage on all letters 
and newspapers, to be forwarded by said packet 
for places not within the territory of the United 
States, is to be prepared at the office where mailed, 
and the postmasters concerned will see that this 
requisition is complied with, and will stamp the 
letters and papers accordingly. The mails to said 
foreign ports will be sent to the care of the United 
States consuls, at the respective places, under the 
seal of the New York post office. The ship-post
age for single letters, not exceeding half an ounce, 
will be 24 cents to Rio Janeiro, Valparaiso, or 
Callao; and for each newspaper, pamphlet, or price 
current, 3 cents. In each case the regular inland 
postage to New York is to be added. To Panama, 
each letter, as aforesaid, will be rated at 30 cents; 
and San Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey, San Fran
cisco, or Astoria, 40 cents, without any addition 
for inland postage ... . " February22,1949. 

Page4 

March 1999 

"The Mines .... Parties going to dig, and not to trade, 
should be careful not to overburden themselves 
with baggage.... There are two methods of trans
portation - one by land, on horseback, via Pueblo 
de San Jose and Benicia to Sacramento city, and 
the other by a launch to Sacramento city or Stock
ton. The difficulty of procuring horses at San Fran
cisco, renders the route by water the most 
feasable .... " March 8, 1849. 

"Post Office. This desideratum is at last estab
lished. Mr. Voorhies, the agent appointed by the 
President, has made arrangements to deliver let
ters at the store of Ross, Benton & Co. Our citi
zens will now have a place to call for letters, and 
the privilege of paying for them. The mail for the 
United States will close at 4 P.M. to-day. It will be 
dispatched by the Callao to Panama, across the Isth
mus to Chagres, and thence by the regular steam
ers to New Orleans." March 8,1849. 

"Sacramento City. Letters from this place recently 
received, inform us that the onward tide of im
provement is rapid. Many buildings have been 
erected during the winter, and the value of town 
lots is daily increasing. The population is said to 
exceed one thousand souls, and the services of 
mechanics, particularly carpenters, are in de
mand .. .. " March 8,1849. 

"Latest from the Mines. [From our own Corre
spondent.] Sacramento City, March 28, 1849 .... 

Gold washing has been carried on during the 
past winter with varied success. At Dry Diggings 
snow fell to the depth of three feet, and remained 
on the ground several days after each storm. Little 
gold has been procured, but a dreary winter has 
been worn away, and with comparative comfort, it 
is said. At Culloma, or the Saw Mill, where the 
gold was first discovered the season has been uni
formly gentle, and the labors of the gold gatherer 
attended with partial success. On the Middle Fork, 
the average has been about two ounces per day 
each man, but high water retards the work and little 
more will be done, it is believed until the latter 
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part of May. A large number, piincipally Orego
nians, have wintered on Yuba river agreeably, and 
with fair success attending mining operations, the 
daily average being one and a half and two ounces 
throughout. The stream is much swollen, but prom
ises a golden harvest when the waters subside. 
Feather river, Bear Creek, Dry Creek, Mokelumne 
and Cosumne rivers have all been worked in or 
inhabited, and their respective, enthusiastic little 
communities are with feverish anxiety awaiting a 
'fall of the water.' But it is Stanislaus that has al
lured the uninitiated gold hunter to the early con
quest - Stanislaus that has gathered the floating 
population of the mines during the past month -
'Stanislaus' that has gone forth a rallying cry 
throughout the valley, and whose waters it is said, 
have washed out the shining, beautiful gold as it 
was never washed out before. We yesterday was 
shown a piece of remarkable beauty and purity, 
weighing eleven ounces and three fourths, for the 
gold from that stream is generally in large pieces, 
more generally termed slugs or coarse, but very 
fine gold, if you please. The borders of this 
Stanislaus stream form an inexhaustably rich por
tion of the Placer, though because it is at this ime 
'o'erflowing full,' the heavier deposits cannot be 
reached, and labor generally is suspended in con
sequence. The Sierra Nevada as seen from the Fort, 
is covered with snow - a sublime feature in the 
scenery of Sacramento is this. range of mountains. 
This great body of snow has yet to find the ocean 
through the various streams flowing to the Sacra
mento and San Joaquin rivers, and the waters must 
remain high until May or June. 

It has been commonly stated that gold does not 
exist south of the Mokelumne river; it has been 
found as far South as explorations, through hostile 
bands of Indians have been ventured; while the 
'gold region' has been limited to a strip of fifty 
miles breadth, on the western slope of Sierra Ne
vada. This conclusion has been derived from a 
variety of resources, the most positive said to be 
the result of an actual examination last fall of the 
Sierra Nevada summits; but the parties engaged in 
this work, do not appear to have pierced the earth 
to any depth in the search, and finding no gold the 
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result of their labors on the surface forthwith aban
doned the summit for the slope; and at a little dis
tance down discovered first indications of the pre
cious metal, near or on the surface of course, where 
the rains of heaven have washed for centuries .... 

The general health of the mining community, 
and of our thriving Sacramento city in particular, 
remains good, although a number of cases of ac
tual scurvy, are reported in the several 'diggings.' 
An entire absence of vegetable food, and coarse, 
irregular diet, have produced this disease. Two 
deaths have ocurred during the winter. A teamster 
named Kains was drowned on Sunday last, in the 
dyke in the rear of the Fort. He was intoxicated, 
and fell in and sank before assistance could be ren
dered. Sacramento City is building up rapidly, and 
its 'manifest destiny' is too perceptible to require 
comment. its worn and crumbling Fort Sacramento 
has been converted into an immense mart and busi
ness centre, and at the Embarcadero good substan
tial houses loom up, or great white tents [fiance?] 
among the trees in every direction. Houses are 
erected about us when the means of building are 
attainable, and canvass is substituted where not; it 
is by no means rare to see a frame house shingled 
with canvass here abouts. The printing office of 
the 'Placer Times,' a little 'weekly' to be published 
here, is nearly completed and the fjrst number will 
be issued in a few days. 

The mania for making cities (on paper) in this 
section of country, is quite as extravagant as that 
which pervaded the people of the Western States 
in 1837 and '8. Several new towns sites have been 
actually surveyed and regularly laid off, each 
claiming, of course, prior and superior advantages 
over each and all of its competitors. 

Among novelties first and foremost, however, 
comes an application of the Diving Bell to gold 
gathering. This is seriously intended, and the bell 
is now being constructed at this place by the pro
jector, a practical millwright, and who is very san

guine of success. Scuttles and 'cradles' will be 
entirely superceded by this ponderous machine. 
Companies are forming and making preparations 
to bring the hidden treasure within human grasp 
by devoting [sic: diverting] the course of the 
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streams in many places from their natural chan
nels. It is supposed immense wealth will be real-
ized from the rivers' beds ..... . 

Goods are plenty here, and the advance upon 
San Francisco prices is but proportionate with the 
times. Lumber is with greatest difficulty obtained, 
although the Culloma Saw Mill is running inces
santly; 80 cents per foot is not balked at in many 
instances, we should marvel not to see it at one 
dollar. Horses are worth from $200 to $300 each, 
(worth did we say! gross libel upon horse flesh.) 
Oxen bring $200 per yoke. Freight from this place 
to the Dry Diggings is $30 per hundred. Flour sells 
at $30. Beef on the hoof $45, (scarce) and dried 
beef $75 per cwt. &c. &c. Board at this place ex
clusive of lodging is $20 per week ..... 

E.C.K." March 29, 1849 

"They have lately opened some very rich and ex
tensive new dry diggings, between Sutter's mill 
and the North Fork. Lumps weighing four pounds 
each, are said to have been found, but this is prob
ably an exaggeration." Apri/12, 1849 

[This is probably the Auburn diggings.- Editor] 

"Extract from a letter dated -Benicia, April 7, 1849. 
Yuba is entrely deserted. There may possibly be 5 
families on the whole river. There is plenty of gold 
there, but diggers became dissatisfied wi th 25 and 
32 dollars per day. The greater number have gone 
south." Aprill2, 1849 

"Extract from a letter dated - Sacramento, March 
21, 1849 .... The Middle and North forks are de
cidedly richer in gold than other parts of the coun
try, which have yet been explored ... .. The laborer 
upon these forks may too, at his option, cross over 
to Bear and Yuba rivers. The stores at the Saw 
Mill are abundantly ~upplied with every thing nec
essary for the miners' use and comfort, and the 
articles are sold so cheap that it is needless for them 
to purchase below and toil along the road with their 
packs. The Saw Mill is distant forty one miles 
from Sutters' Fort, and the Middle Fork is about 
fifteen miles beong the Saw Mill...." Apri/12, 1849 
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"Juba River, March 17, 1849. A number of the 
citizens of Mecklenburg District, in accordance 
with a previous notice, met at the store of Charles 
Couvilland, to deliverate on the subject of orga
nizing a Provisional Government in the Territory 
of California ..... " Apri/19, 1849 

"Latest from the Mines.... The most reliable ac
counts state the number of persons actually en
gaged in the mines at about eight thousand; and 
probably one-half of these are Americans, and an 
additional eighth Californians. The feeling is very 
general among the Americans and Californians that 
the foreigners should not be allowed to dig for 
gold .... " April 26, 1849 

"The Indian Troubles.... we learn verbally that a 
miner was stoned to death by the Indians on 
Weber's Creek, on Tuesday the 24th of April, and 
that a teamster was killed on Wednesday night, the 
25th ult., between the Culloma mill and Sacra
mento city .... " May 3, 1849 

"Fatal Affray. A quarrel took place at Carson's 
creek, a tributary of the Stanislaus, about a week 
since, between Roderick M. Morrison and Henry 
J. Freund, in which the former was so badly 
wounded by a pistol shot, that he died in about 
four hours. . .. Freund was tried for the murder, 
and acquitted on the ground of 'justifiable homi
cide,' it appearing that he acted in self-defence." 
May 3, 1849 

"From the Mines. Sacramento City, April 22d, 
1849. Friend 'Alta' : After a few months sojourn 
in them, I have just returned from 'the diggings,' a 
'wiser' if not a 'sadder' man. I have 'seen the El
ephant' and am now returning to the regions of 
civilization with a trustful hope that greed of gain 
will never tempt me again to endure hardships and 
dangers of which none but a gold digger can form 
any idea. 

I left the Middle Fork about ten days since, 
having been driven off by the rise of the water 
which has been some ten feet within the last four 
weeks, and which has completely destroyed all 
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prospects of successful digging for the next three 
months .... Nearly all who have been laboring here 
for the past season are now leaving, whilst thou
sands of new corners, perfectly verdant, are rush
ing in to supply their places. How excessively dis
appointed will these people be, corning here as 
most of them do with their ideas of gold-digging 
so exalted that nothing short of making a fortune 
in a few weeks will satisfy them. There are now 
encamped at Culloma saw mill some three hun
dred New Yorkers, most of them bound for the 
Middle Fork, with provisions, tools, and all the new 
fangled machines which have been invented and 
manufactured like Pindar's razors 'to sell' and 
which are only valuable as curiosities ... .. 

I found the community at Culloma in a great 
state of excitement. Some three weeks since a party 
of Indians entered a camp of white men on the 
Middle Fork, a few miles below the Spanish Bar, 
whilst the men were at work, and after breaking 
the locks of their rifles, rushed upon, and cruelly 
murdered them. The names of the men were James 
Johnson, of Kentucky; Thompson, residence un
known; Benjamin Wood, Missouri; Robert 
Alexander, do; Henry English, do. 

A few days afterward, a part of the same party 
killed two more men, higher up the river. One of 
these men was James Sergeant, formerly a mem
ber of Co. F Col. Stevenson's regiment, and the 
other a man named Leonard. 

Upon the reception of the news of these mur
ders at Culloma, a party was instantly equipped, 
who started in search of the murderers. After trav
elling nearly all day without seeing an Indian, about 
dusk they came upon a rancheria on Weber's Creek 
where they killed twenty-one, and took prisoners 
some forty Indians; among the party were found 
some of the clothing, and little articles which had 
belonged to the murdered white men, and on the 
arrival of the prisoners at Culloma seven of them 
were recognized by a man who had escaped, as 
being participators in the murder - all but these 
seven were released, and they were retained for 
trial. On the afternoon of the 19th they were taken 
out from their place of confinement tote tried. But 
they probably thinking they were to be shot, no 
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sooner reached the open air than they ran. The 
rifles of the mountaineer's were instantly levelled 
upon them with a deadly aim, and six of the seven 
fell at the first fire. The other escaped, and he is 
said to have been the leader of the party and a des-
perate fellow .. ... ... E.G.B." May 10, 1849 

"A New Town. A company of enterprising and 
intelligent men have commenced a town at the 
junction of the Feather river with the Sacramento. 
This is said to be the highest and most feasible 
point at which a town can be built, as but a few 
miles above, both the rivers become innavigable, 
for vessels of ordinary draft of water, by reason of 
bars which are quite shallow in midsummer. This 
place is also said to be situated on high and solid 
ground, is within a short distance of the mines of 
the Rio Americana, North Fork, Bear creek, and 
Yuba and Feather rivers, and is the point at which 
the overland Oregon trail crosses the Feather 
river .... " May 17,1849 

"From the Mines. [Correspondence of the Alta] 
Jamestown,May 13th, 1849. 'Stanislausdiggings,' 
five miles from the river. Gentlemen - Thinking 
that yourselves and your numerous readers will be 
gratified by any news of this remarkable and rich 
region. I devote a little leisure to give you the ben
efit of my mining knowledge and observation, and 
will do so from my daily ' log.' I aiTived at this 
place on the 7th May. It is named in honor of Mr. 
James, who is an Alcalde 'as is in Al-calde,' and 
who dispenses grub and justice to the satisfaction 
of all. Hundreds were busy in the ravines, wash
ing out the treasures of the gold-laden streams with 
various success. Sunday, 8th. The day is delight
fu l, and the scene in this valley is worthy of a 
painter's skill, or the pen of an enthusiast. The 
morning is devoted (if devotion can exist in such a 
state of society) to the trial of a robber named 
Corrigan, who had stolen ten thousand dollars 
worth of gold dust from Den and Dent. He was 
convicted by a jury of twelve, ordered to be 
stripped, receive an hundred lashes and be ban
ished from the mines. I should fail in any attempt 
to give a description of the trial. . It took place in a 
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large tent, kept as a store and hotel, by James & 
Co., and a more motley audience could not be col
lected - ragged clothes covering lots of gold, and 
long hair and whiskers, springing from piles of dirt, 
in faces that perhaps lately adorned the walks of 
civilized life. The greatest order was observed 
throughout. I strolled over the hills in the after
noon prospecting, found small particles of gold in 
every spot I explored, but nothing of great amount. 
The mines are remarkably quiet, and each one 
seems bent on the one grand object. 

Sunday, May 13th. I have been hard at work 
the past week, but met with only tolerable success, 
1/2 oz. per diem, though some have digged from 
three to four ounces. However, they are in the 
minority, the greater number finding the high stage 
of water baffles all their toil and skill. Large sto
ries are told of the Mormon and Sullivan's dig
gings above, but on investigation I find although 
some have got out a pound and more, that the pro
portion of the fortunes is about the same through
out the mines. 

Friday, 27th May. News reached here last night 
of the murder of young Morrison of New York, 
son of the lawyer of that name. lt occurred at 
Carson's creek, ten miles from here, where he had 
an altercation with a Gem1an, (Dr. Freund) who 
shot him in the groin, severing the femoral artety, 
and causing death in two hours. Poor Morrison! I 
saw him on Monday in perfect health; two little 
days afterwards, and 'he slept the sleep that knows 
no waking.' Far from his boyhood's home, and its 
blest association, the fatal bullet summoned him 
away, and the cold eyes of strangers watched his 
ebbing breath..... I have been unusually success
ful to-day. In a deep shaft wh ich I sunk on high 
ground, I found an ounce of beautiful and heavy 
gold, and am now in tent, to avoid the mid-day 
sun, which in the mines is awful. The 'Arroyo' is 
crowded, and unusual success seems to smile upon 
all, though they complain of high water. The scene 
at this point exceeds in life and bustle anything 
you would conceive. From sunrise to its setting, a 
continual tide of new comers pours along the road, 
horse after horse, mule after mule, pack after pack, 
betstraddled by men and women, of every nation 
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in this quarter of the globe; though the majority 
are lower Californians and Sonorians. It seems as 
if the whole world had mounted and was passing 
in review before me Thousands continue further 
towards the mountains, though many pitch their 
tents hereabouts, off saddle, seize the shovel and 
the pan, and dive into mother earth as though she 
was a common foe. 

April (sic] 1Oth. The gold is getting scarce, at 
any get-atable depth, though pumps have been in 
requisition and in operation. Two-thirds of the min
ers to-day are scarce paying expenses. I have been 
prospecting with a man from Monterey, who was 
here last fall, and digged more gold than any one 
in this vicinity. He told me that he had got out seven 
pounds before breakfast! and oftener counted his 
day's work by pounds than ounces. He has long 
lived in the lower country, where he has a family 
and snug rancho. He has spent his money as rap
idly as he earned it, and is now here toiling for his 
fortune, impoverished by his liberality, (for he is a 
liberal) and his total disregard for money. He is 
well known as Tom Blanco, and is highly esteemed 
by all who know him. He has no better success 
than the unsuccessful majority at present, but he 
says the dry season will make ample amends for 
the scarcity of gold. The mountain atmosphere at 
morn and eve is clear and bracing, and good health 
is so far as I hear, universal. There is a continual 
round of excitement here, arrivals and departures . 
Sanguine adventurers by hundreds are daily flock
ing to the ElDorado, and some of the disappointed 
turning their backs on scenes which a few weeks 
ago, seemed to their eager fancies, the consum
mation of all their worldly hopes. 

When I firs t arrived here, some five weeks 
since, there were but two machines within two 
miles' at the present, rocking 'cradles' are as plen
tiful as they ought to be in any healthy district of a 
well-coupled community. "Rock the cradle Lucy,' 
appears to be all the go, and many a chap is serv
ing an apprenticeship that may stand him in hand 
hereafter, when, seated by his fireside, he remi
nisces how once in California's golden streams, 
he rocked the cradle to the rune of chunks of gold, 
instead of chunky babies. S.W." MayJJ, 1849 
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CALIFORNIA MAIL 
Spring 1849 

We have John Drew to thank for this fine 1849 California stampless cover. It 
bears an Apri/17, 1849 Monterey manuscript marking and a 40 rate to get it to 
New York City. The writer is a military man writing to his sister, discussing 
mostly family matters, but giving some glimpses of life in California at this time. 

Monterey, California April 13, 1849 
My dear Mary, 

To-day the Oregon arrived here on her way to Panama, merely stopping a half hour. 
The mail which contained my letters home was closed immediately upon her arrival, and she brought 
from San Francisco all my letters, (which she had carried up there) and which I received some hours 
after she left. As I learn also that the California is to leave San Francisco in 5 days, I thought I would 
write a few lines in answer to your letters. Although I did not receive all the letters you have written to 
me, I still received 4 from home, one of which was from you, written before you were married, & had 
been to Fort Snelling and another also from you contained an accompanying one from William, from 
which I derive much pleasure. The other two were from Louise. I am rejoiced to hear you are all 
getting on so well, but am surprised to find Aunt Maria has taken to homeopathy. I hope she has not got 
hold of a quack, (think) as I don't know anything of the system I dare say, that when proper treatment is 
and it may be as good as the old fashioned system. At any rate, I hope with all my heart, she may 
receive much benefit from it. My letters by the Oregon gave you all news up to the 11th. Yesterday 
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Warner & myself received orders to proceed to San Francisco with all the instruments. What we are to 
do then no one knows. I have tomorrow in the Brig MalekAdel. Warner goes up by land, & will arrive 
before me, as the brig stops 4 or 5 days at Santa Cruz. Gen. Riley has arrived & Col. Mason has 
assigned to him the command, both civil & military. The California is expected to sail from San 
Francisco on Monday next (the 18th) and as that will be before I arrive there, I have to mail this here. 
Mrs. Gen. Smith, Mrs. Major Ogden, & another lady - all of whom came up with me - return in the 
California - because, I suppose, no servants can be obtained here, and they have no means of living. 
One of the boxes of instruments I had in charge, did not reach Panama before I left. It was forwarded 
to San Francisco in the Oregon and is there now. My receipts are all square, so that the $1000 I 
received in New York, is all accounted for, & I am acquitted of the charge against me. I shall send by 
Mr. Fowler, or by the P1 opportunity some money to you, and I shall send instructions with it. In case 
it should be received without any message and indeed whenever I send money home, with or without 
saying how it is to be d isposed of, I wish under all circumstances, that it should be and for the benefit 
of the family, whenever there is the slightest necessity for it. In my last letter to Louise I told her how 
to use the money I intend to send home, and I only mention this now, as the mails are so irregular that 
that letter may not be received. I received a letter from Appleton today, telling me he had the nautical 
Alminacs I ordered from Europe. I wish the appendices to be separated from the tabular parts, bound 
together, & sent to me by the 1" opportunity. By inquiring for them in my name at his store, and paying 
$5.25, you can get them. Pay for them our of the money I send by Fowler. I have been packing all the 
afternoon & have still some to do early in the morning, for I am too tired tonight. I believe I have told 
you all I have to say that is new and shall not fi ll the other page, but bid you good bye & go to bed. 
Write to me by every opportunity. Write often, & long letters. Take good care of Aunt Maria & tell 
Louise to be careful & not get sick again. I fear that she feels so well she will be imprudent and the 
result may be serious. She ought to be as prudent as possible. I hope Fred is getting along well. The 
accounts by the letters of today are very favorable, & I am glad to seen there is a chance of his being off 
Latin & substi tuting Spanish. Give my love to the little fellow & tell him not to forget his brother 
Bobby. I have not written to him because I thought a long family letter would be better than a desultory 
one to each one of you. What fools all these people are who, like Alonzo Monson & others leave a 
good business to come here. If they are strong enough to dig very well. If they have capital enough & 
speculate & are fortunate, very well- but otherwise they are to be pitied. Tell William he will not make 
much on his venture. Brandy now is $30 a dozen it will soon be $12, and perhaps less. You see I could 
not stop, but have fi lled the page in spite of myself. With my best love to all I am 

Yours as ever 
Bobby dear 

tell Louise our Mr. (GOiie?) is dead. 
the Mr. (Gorie?) she speaks of I did not mccL with 

Next issue we will present covers and letters written and mailed from California in the 
summer of 1849. We have several on hand, but could sure use some more. 
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A TRIP TO THE POST OFFICE IN 1848 
The story of the first overland mail from California 

by Eric A. Nelson 

Cover that contained the first teller known to have travelled overland from California. Author's collection. 

In 1848, neither governmental nor private ex
press mail service to or from California existed. 
Rather, correspondents for the most part were 
forced to rely on sending their correspondence by 
sea to the United States via the East coast by en
trusting ship's officers or ship passengers to carry 
it for them for delivery to a post office at the east
ern port of entry. Correspondence was also deliv
ered privately within California, either by sea or 
overland, even though in 1847 General Kearny had 
established a free semi-monthly rnail service be
tween San Francisco and San Diego, using army 
couriers (The California Star, April17, 1847). 

Delivery of official dispatches to the United 
States suffered similar shortcomings, although Kit 
Carson provided one notable exception when, be
tween March and October 1847, he carried offi
cial dispatches from Los Angeles to Washington 
D.C. and back again. 

On March 15, 1848, a new and singular devel
opment occurred. On that date, The California Star 
announced that, in addition to official dispatches, 
a military courier would carry ordimtry letters, free 
of charge, from Los Angeles to St. Louis. The jour-

ney was to commence in early May. Colonel Rich
ard B. Mason, military governor of California, 
chose Kit Carson to perform this task. This was to 
be the very first government delivery of mail ever 
carried overland from California to the States. 

That Carson carried ordinary mail on this trip 
is corroborated by Lieutenant George Douglas 
Brewerton, who accompanied Carson on the trip 
as far as Santa Fe, New Mexico (Brewerton, Over
land With Kit Carson). In addition, William 
Tecumseh Sherman, then a Lieutenant and an Ad
jutant under Colonel Mason, alluded to Carson 
carrying ordinary mail when he wrote from 
Monterey on April lOth that "the time is rapidly 
approaching when Lieutenant Carson .... will start 
for home. He goes from Los Angeles to Santa Fe 
and thence to St. Louis where he will put his mail 
in the Post-Office." 

Among the ordinary mail carried in Carson's 
mail bags was a folded letter, addressed to the Edi
tor of the New York Hera/d. That letter, datelined 
Pueblo de Los Angeles, May 1, 1848, reads as fol
lows (punctuation has been added where neces
sary to aid in understanding the text): 
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To James Gordon Bennett Esqr. 
Friend - Editor. An Affair of honour came off at 
this place this morning which may be well termed 
-- Virginia pride vs. Yankee pluck. The parries were 
J.C.B. 1st Lieut of our NY Vols and a Yanka Su
percargo stopping in town a few days. Weapons 
used Rifles - distance forty paces - The seconds 
having been chosen and all the preliminary arrange
ments previously completed. The parties repaired 
at early dawn to the chosen field of action attended 
only by their seconds. After arriving at the spot, 
taking distance &c - the words one and two was 
given when the Brave Virginian fired, but only to 
waste his charge. (B)ut the Yanka retained his 
charge untillthe word three. When he cooly fired, 
the ball passed well along the Gallant Virginian 
Liet's rifle, culling the fourth finger from his left 
hand & entering the 1ight one passed into his wrist 
and lodged. (H)ad the piece been properly loded 
the ball would have entered his head & killed him 
on the spot, but the charge was to light - to which 
fact he is truly indebted for his life. We under
stand from the Surgeon that Liet. B.looses one fin
ger but the wound on the right hand not likely to 
prove very severe. The affair created some excite
ment among the Vols, but having no good feelings 
for NY's B thare appears to be no sympitha for him 
--- I understand the difficulty was respecting a 
spanish Lady living alone in the place. (H)er hus
band (a mexican oHicer) was obliged to nee to 
Mexico at the time of Gen. Keamy's entering the 
country. 

Yours very Respectfully 
/s/ A. Valentine 

P S This was writen in haste as the mail bags 
close this day for the states. (Y)ou will please cor
rect mistakes & publish it. 

Yours 
Is/ A.V. 

If only a letter could talk, what tales it could 
tell about its journey to its destination! Although 
it is not common that the details of a letter's jour
ney can be traced, Mr. Valentine's letter to Mr. 
Bennett is an exception. 

Carson left Los Angeles on May 4, 1848. His 
party included Lieutenant Brewerton and twenty 
hired men, some of whom were experienced 
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Christopher "Kit" Carson 

mountainmen who had known Carson for years. 
The party also included three citizens and three 
Mexican servants. Carson's animal of choice, both 
for riding and packing, was the mule. 

Carson's route as far as Santa Fe generally fol
lowed the Old Spanish Trail, seldom used and 
stretching nearly 1,200 miles. From Los Angeles, 
he proceeded through the San G abriel Valley and 
the Cajon Pass inro the Mojave Desert. In the 
desert, the party covered between fifteen and fifty 
miles per day, depending upon the distance be
tween water holes. At times, after a long ride, they 
remained camped for twenty-four hours, grass and 
water pennitting, to allow the animals to recover. 

They were almost never free of Indians. 
Shortly after they left the desert, they encountered 
Digger Indians. At first they were not considered 
hostile, as they merely sought handouts of food 
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and then departed. However, they continued to 
follow the party's progress for several days . When 
they reappeared, Carson considered their actions 
suspicious and ordered the raking of one of their 
tribe as a hostage for the tribe's good behavior dur
ing the night. He was released the following day, 
unharmed and without incident. 

Crossing into what is now southern Nevada, 
Carson camped for a day and a night at the 
Archilette, a camping-ground in the desert used 
by the few travelers who passed this way. It was 
here in 1844 where Indians murdered two mem
bers of a party headed by John C. Fremont. On 
that occasion, Carson and another man immedi
ately left Fremont's party and searched om and 
killed the culprits. 

At the Virgin River, signal fires and other signs 
of Indians became more plentiful. One of the horse 
guard reported having discovered fresh Indian 
tracks near the animals. Carson, Brewerton and 
two others investigated and found the Digger In
dian who had been reconnoitering near their camp. 
They gave chase and eventually shot him, but he 
managed to escape. From that point forward, how
ever, the party never had a problem with the Dig
gers again. 

In what is now Utah, they left the desert and 
arrived at Las Vegas de Santa Clara, later to be 
renamed Mountain Meadows, site of the 1857 
massacre. 

Outside Little Salt Lake, they first encounted 
the Ute Indians, although no incidents occurred. 
Leaving Little Salt Lake, they entered the moun
tains of southern Utah, through which they trav
eled for several days until they reached several feet 
of snow. They camped near a lake and were again 
visited by Ute Indians. With provisions becoming 
scanty, Carson managed to purchase provisions 
from the Indians. He asked for fish, whereupon 
an Indian departed and returned in a few minutes 
with a trout. They learned that the fish had been 
killed by an arrow wound in the back and suddenly 
two of Carson's men came back with as many fish 
as they could carry. A small stream, which was a 
tributary to the lake, contained so many fish that 
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they were able to kill them with sticks. Brewerton 
reported having caught five dozen fish with an old 
bayonet fastened to a stick. He named the lake 
"Trout Lake". Whether or not this is just another 
"fish story", the fact remains that historians have 
not been able to determine where this lake is lo
cated. 

Leaving the mountains, but still in Utah, the 
party crossed the Green River and arrived at the 
Grand (Colorado) River, near present-day Moab, 
where they experienced a near catastrophe. It was 
now June and the river was swollen by melting 
snows, posing the first serious danger to the mail 
bags. Carson proposed to build rafts to ferry their 
gear and packs across the river. They cut and 
notched logs and rolled them into the water, where 
they tied the logs together. 

Brewerton states: "Having freighted it [the raft] 
as heavily as we dared with our packs and riding 
saddles, and placed the bags containing the Cali
fornia mails upon the securest portion, we next 
proceeded to determine who of our party should 
be the first to swim the stream." Brewerton was 
one of the swimmers and was placed in charge. 
Non-swimmers were to hold on to the corners of 
the raft, but were ordered by Carson not to get onto 
the raft itself. The swimmers were to tow the raft 
across. Carson's instructions ended with the state
ment "keep a good lookout for rocks and floating 
timber; and whatever you do, don't lose the mail 
bags." Carson, with approximately half of the 
party, remained on shore for the next launching. 

Unfortunately, Brewerton's party did not get 
across. The rapids carried and deposited them a 
mile downstream, on the same side of the river 
from which they had started. They could not take 
the raft upstream against the rapids, so they had 
no choice but to shoulder the baggage, including 
the mail bags, and travel by foot back to the start
ing point. The task was made that much more dif
ficult by the fact that the only articles of clothing 
they were wearing were their hats; their clothing 
had been left behind to be carried on another raft. 

Back at the starting point, and after four more 
hours consumed while building another raft, 
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George D. Brewer/on 

Brewerton's party made a successful crossing. 
Exhausted, they could scarcely unload the raft. A 
band of Ute Indians, who had been watching the 
proceedings, unloaded the mail bags and other 
baggage. The California mail was saved. 

The animals and remaining baggage were next 
to cross. The animals swam across successfully, 
as did Carson with a small amount of baggage. 
However, a large raft, canying the greater share of 
their provisions, ran into an obstruction and broke 
apart. The men saved themselves, but they lost 
six rifles, three saddles, much of the ammunition 
and almost all of their provisions. Fortunately, the 
raft which hit the obstruction was not carrying the 
mail bags! 

They entered into what is now Colorado and 
began climbing the Rocky Mountains. Brewenon 
found this part of the journey the most pleasam, 
not only for the majestic scenery, with its cliffs, 
mountain passes and rocky barriers, but also be
cause they were able to find game to eat. 
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Leaving the Rocky Mountains, they descended 
toward the Taos Valley of New Mexico. They 
camped that night near a stream, which turned out 
to be infested by an incredible number of mosqui
tos. However, apparently a more serious danger 
was lurking. Carson noticed "Indian sign", which 
he concluded meant a war party was nearby. They 
came upon the "Indian" encampment and decided 
to make a charge since they appeared to be evenly 
matched in numbers. They charged, but came up 
short when they discovered that the "enemy" was 
actually a group of Mexican traders which had 
come that far in order to trade with the Indians. 
However, they did learn from th is group that a war 
party of Indians was nearby. Rather than be caught 
in their camp that night, Carson decided they 
should continue traveling in order to cover the one 
hundred miles to the first settlements in New 
Mexico. 

When they came to within eighteen miles of 
these settlements, they nearly stumbled into the 
very Indian village they were trying to avoid. There 
was no way to avoid being detected. The Indians, 
in war paint, rode up to their party. Carson tried to 
converse with the chief to no avail. Carson gave 
orders to his men to drive the animals together 
about two hundred yards further from the village. 
Having done this, they turned to see what the Indi
ans were doing and discovered about one hundred 
fifty Indians, in war paint, charging down on them, 
brandishing spears and lances. Carson, ever mind
fu l of the mail, barked out his orders: dismount, 
tie up the riding mules; those without guns hold 
onto the mules; those with guns look out for the 
Indians; and "shoot down the mule with the mail 
bags on her pack, if they try to stampede the ani
mals." 

What happened next was strange. Carson was 
haranguing the Indians; the Indians were brandish
ing thier weapons; the chiefs dashed among the 
Indians, commanding and directing them. Carson 
let them known that if they came any further they 
would be shot. Never mind that Carson's party 
had practically no ammunition. In fact, they had 
only three rounds per man. Just as it seemed that 
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all would be lost, an Indian came riding fast to
ward the warriors. The chief consulted with the 
rider and the warriors fell back. In the confusion, 
Carson ordered his men to jump into their saddles 
and make a running fight of it if it came to a fight. 
But the Indians disappeared, having returned to 
their village. 

Carson's party rode hard to the Mexican settle
ment, where they learned the secret of their escape 
from the fight with the Indians. A party of two 
hundred American volunteers was on its way to 
punish the perpetrators of recent Indian outrages 
in the vicinity. Obviously, the Indian messenger 
had come to warn the chiefs of this superior force. 
The California mail was saved again. 

The following day, June 14th, they arrived in 
Taos without fmther incident. Carson remained 
in Taos, where he and his wife had their home. 
Brewerton continued on to Santa Fe, three days 
distant. Three more days followed, after which 
Carson arrived in Santa Fe to outfit for the trip to 
the States. It was at Santa Fe that Carson and 
Brewerton parted, as Brewerton was to travel to a 
new post in Mississippi. 

Carson left Santa Fe on June 26th. At Taos, 
Carson was warned that the Comanches were caus
ing troubles on the Santa Fe Trail. He also received 
first hand accounts of attacks by Utes and moun
tain Apaches, possibly members of the same band 
of Indians which he had encountered just before 
entering Taos. Carson decided to enlist a smaller 
party, possibly no more than four, in addition to 
himself, to enable him to get past the Indians more 
easily. Carson's own memoirs contribute very little 
to this portion of the trip. Most information avail
able has come to us from Jesse Nelson, one of the 
four recruits. 

Carson decided that it would be better to travel 
the mountains than the plains, since they would 
stand a better chance against Indian attack. 

They traveled by day and night from Taos to a 
pueblo settlement on the upper Arkansas River, 
seventy-five miles north of Bent's F011. From there, 
they proceeded northerly and northeasterly along 
the foothills, aiming for the Platte River trail to 
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the Missouri frontier. 
While Carson camped on the Bijou River, in 

rode seven Kiowas. Although Carson's exploits 
were well known to the plains tribes, Carson had 
not had contact with them for six years. Carson's 
face apparently was not familiar to these seven 
young Kiowas. Unknown to the Indians, Carson 
knew enough of their language to understand what 
they were saying. Their plan was for Carson and 
his party to sit, eat and smoke a pipe, but when the 
pipe started to make the rounds for the third time, 
the Indians would kill all of them quickly. With
out changing his attitude, Carson told his men to 
tend the animals, he would finish the smoke, and 
if he raised his hand they should shoot. As Carson 
took the pipe for the third time, he signaled his 
men who, in turn, pulled their guns on the Indians. 
Carson then berated the Indians in Kiowa and En
glish, telling them that he was Kit Carson and that 
they should take a good look at him before they 
die. The Kiowas wilted, whereupon Carson told 
them that they were cowards, that they should tell 
their chiefs that they had seen Kit Carson and that 
he had given them their lives, but that they could 
use their bows to kill a few rabbits. Carson's patty 
then left. The mail was saved again. 

Carson continued to the South Platte. To avoid 
being discovered, he made evening campfires to 
cook supper and then abandoned them by travel
ing six or eight more miles to rest without a fire. 

At the juncture of the South and North Platte 
Rivers, Carson and his squad met a trading party 
from Fort Laramie. Carson's men turned back to 
Taos with one of the traders who was heading in 
that direction. Carson joined the trading party 
down the South Platte to Grand Island, then south 
along the Republican and Kansas Rivers, through 
more Indian territory without incident, and into Fort 
Leavenworth, arriving at St. Louis on July 25, 
1848, a month after he had left Santa Fe. 

At St. Louis, Carson delivered the private mail 
to the post office, where the mail received a postal 
marking dated July 26, 1848. From that point, the 
mail was routed by the United States Post Office 
Department. 
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Today, our letters enter the mail system when 
we deposit them in a mail box around the corner. 
Mr. Valentine's letter to Mr. Bennett rode in Kit 
Carson's mailbag for eighty-three days before fi
nally entering the mail, enduring dangers almost 
impossible to imagine and surviving to this day 
because of the extraordinary exploits of the most 
famous of Western adventurers, Kit Carson. 

Postlude 
1. Kit Carson left St. Louis on July 30, 1848, 

arriving at the War Department in Washington D.C. 
on approximately August 7 th, whereupon he de
livered the governmental dispatches which had 
been handed to him by Colonel Mason. 

2. George Douglas Brewerton had joined the 
Army as a volunteer in the First New York Infan
try Volunteers, coming to California as a member 
of Stevenson's Regiment. After leaving the ser
vice, he worked as a newspaper correspondent, 
practiced law, entered the service again during the 
Civil War, was a pastor of a Baptist Church, and 
wrote several books. However, he found his niche 
in painting and maintained a studio in Brooklyn. 
He died in New York in 1901. 

3. James Gordon Bennett was the founder and 
editor of the New York Herald, as well as a founder 
of the Associated Press. The New York Herald 
was possibly the most influential newspaper in the 
United States in 1848. H is son, James Gordon 
Bennett, Jr., became owner of the paper in 1867. 
It was he who sent the Stanley expedition to Af
rica to search for David Livingstone. 

4. The author has examined three months' of 
New York Herald daily issues, beginning with the 
issue of July 27, 1848, in an attempt to find an 
article reponing the news contained in the 
Valnentine letter, to no avail. There is no reason 
to believe that the letter was not delivered to Mr. 
Bennett (see note no. 7 below), nor is there any 
reason to believe that Mr. Bennett would have re
fused to accept delivery of the letter. Much of the 
news printed in the New York Herald of that time 
came from correspondence from outside sources, 
for which the Herald paid if such correspondence 
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was used for an article. Instead, the author is of 
the opinion that Mr. Bennett rejected the story and 
refused to print it. In reading the New York Her
ald of that period, it is obvious that the New York 
Volunteers were heroes, at least in the eyes of Mr. 
Bennett and his newspaper. In the three months' 
of papers reviewed, there were many articles about 
the Volunteers, all positive and none negative. This 
theory is given additional weight by Guy J. Giffen 
is his book, California Expedition : Stevenson's 
Regiment of First New York Volunteers, in which 
he describes the Heralds insistence on the com
patibility among the Volunteers, notwithstanding 
scores of instances offighting, insubordination and 
general bad behavior between themselves. The 
Valentine correspondence is derogatory toward a 
Volunteer First Lieutenant and surely would have 
been rejected by Mr. Bennett. 

5. The Lieutenant, shown in the letter by the ini
tials J.C.B., was most likely Lt. John C. Bonny
castle, who was assigned to Company G of 
Stevenson's Regiment, serving in Los Angeles. 
Company G was mustered out at Los Angeles on 
September 18, 1848. Bonnycastle died in Ken
tucky on October 29, 1884. 

6. The letter writer, A. Valentine, is more of a 
mystery. The author has not been able to locate 
anyone by that name, although the possibili ties are 
intriguing. Obviously, the person writing knew the 
Lieutenant well enough to know his middle ini
tial. This would seem to point to a member of 
either Company E or G, both of which were sta
tioned at Los Angeles. If that were the case, the 
writer would not divulge his identity, for obvious 
reasons, but perhaps would have had a sufficient 
grudge against the Lieutenant to write the letter. 
Perhaps Mr. Bennett saw through this as well. This 
all points to a nom de plume, the subject of the 
letter being a lover's niangle and the writer being 
"A Valentine". Incidentally, there was a soldier in 
Company G, the same Company in which Lieu
tenant Bonnycastle served, by the name of Valen
tine Miller, though it is improbable that he would 
take the risk of using his given name. 

7. Finally, it is to be pointed out that obviously 
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there were other letters sharing space with 
Valentine's letter in Kit Carson's mail bag. It is 
generally acknowledged that one of those letters 
sharing space with Valentine's letter was believed 
to have been written by a member of the New York 
Volunteers in San Francisco, addressed to James 
Gordon Bennett, advising of the discovery of gold 
in California. On August 19, 1848, the New York 
Herald published the letter, datedApril l, 1848, in 
which the writer states: "I am credibly infom1ed 
that a quantity of gold, worth in value, $30, was 
picked up lately in the bed of a stream of the Sac
ramento .... The gold mine discovered in Decem
ber last, on the south branch of the American fork, 
in a range of low hills forming the base of the Si
erra Nevada, distant thirty miles from New 
Helvetia, is only three feet below the surface, in a 
strata of soft sand rock. From explorations south 
twelve miles, and north five miles, the continuance 
of this strata is reported, and the mineral said to be 
equally abundant, and from twelve to eighteen feet 
in thickness; so that, without allowing any golden 
hopes to puzzle my prophetic vision of the future, 
I would predict for California, a Peruvian harvest 
of the precious metals, as soon as a sufficiency of 
miners, etc., can be obtained." 

This was the first published account of the 
California gold discovery in the East. That this 
letter was in Kit Carson 's mail bag is most likely, 
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considering the fact that Major Beale arrived later 
(in September) with a report which may have men
tioned the gold discovery, and that the official re
port from Colonel Mason, with a container of gold, 
did not leave Monterey until August 28th and did 
not reach Washington D.C. until December. It was 
Colonel Mason's report which President Polk re
lied on in his December 1848 message to Con
gress .... "and the world rushed in". 
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MAIL FROM KAUAI 
Part 2 

by Randall E. Burt 
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PMG Kalakaua Resigned in 1865 
David Kalakaua recommended Chief Clerk G. 

Fred Wundenberg as his replacement when he sub
mitted his resignation to Minister of rhe Interior 
C.G. Hopkins on March 15, 1865. Oahu Sheriff 
Arthur P. Brickwood, former captain of the old 
steamer Akami, was appointed instead. Wunden
berg remained to work for Brickwood until De
cember 1865, when he secured the choice Regis
trar of Public Accounts position in the Treasury 
Department, as bookkeeper and mathematician. 

Soon after taking office on March 18, 1865, 
Brickwood took positive action to correct rhe lin
gering problem of collecting postage on "short 
paid" letters received at the General Post Office. 
His Honolulu newspaper notices advertised sev
eral short paid letters posted with only five cents 
in Hawaiian stamps. Brickwood advised the writ-
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ers that their letters were held at the General Post 
Office until the full amount of postage due on these 
letters addressed to New South Wales, Australia, 
via San Francisco was paid as follows: 

"U.S. Postage, 33¢; ship postage, 2¢; Hawai
ian postage 5¢; making a total of 40¢ on a 
single letter, weighing not more than one-half 
ounce, and PREPAYMENT of the whole is 
required, if sent through the San Francisco 
Post Office. 
Letters to the United States and England .... 

will be forwarded by prepayment of the Ha
waiian Postage only." 

Ports of Entry on Kauai Closed 
By the summer of 1862 the shipping business 

in Hawaii had declined so much that salaries of 
collectors and postmaster appointments were se-
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verely cut back. The ports of Hanalei and Koloa 
were closed temporarily. Appointments as collec
tors were changed to Custom House Guards at 
Waimea with lower pay. 

Collector General Warren Goodale informed 
Hollister on September 1 that his job was deleted 
"by the terms of the appropriation bill published 
last Saturday," with his pay to stop on August 23. 
Goodale advised him to "send all the books and 
papers belonging to your office to this." Goodale 
indicated that he did not know what future provi
sion was made for the Port and regretted the loss 
of "an officer who has been so faithful and effi
cient" in giving "such satisfaction to the Port and 
the public." Goodale acknowledged receipt of 
Hollister's accounts and books on September 23, 
which were closed out the week before. Koloa 
was reopened six months later. 

On April 1, 1863 Minister of Finance Prince 
Lot Kamehameha wrote Collector General 
Goodale of his approval for Dole as Koloa's Cus
toms and Boarding Officer "at a salary of one hun
dred dollars per annum to be paid out of app'ns for 
Ass't Guard at Honolulu and other ports." Goodale 
notified Dole of his appointment on April 6. 

Since several whaling ship captains had re
quested permission from the recently appointed 
Collector General, W.F. Allen, to visit Waimea to 
recruit and reprovision, he wrote Dole in Koloa on 
April 7, 1864. Allen advised Dole that although 
Waimea was not a port of entry, Dole could grant 
written permission for such ships to stop there for 
legal purposes. They were required to pay cash 
for all goods received. 

The next month when Dole wrote Allen of his 
plan to resign, Allen expressed his regret on May 
4, requesting Dole to recommend someone to be 
his relief there. Neumann was appointed to re
place Dole. Allen wrote Neumann on August 6, 
1864 that he was to have all merchant ship mas
ters visiting Kauai to sign a mail oath and that he 
was to charge one dollar for it. Neumann was ad
vised that any goods landed were to be listed on 
an inward manifest with duties paid, including 10% 
on opium and tobacco. He was to render a quar-
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terly stamp account to Allen on all customs receipts 
and stamped revenue blanks sold. 

Kauai Mail Routes in 1866 
Postmaster General A.P. Brickwood developed 

a list of overland mail routes for all island post 
offices which a Honolulu newspaper published on 
June 2, 1866. Brickwood's list of the mail routes 
on Kauai follows: 

Mails on Kauai 
Lihue and Hanalei. -- The Mail Carrier 

leaves Lihue for Hanalei every Mon
day evening, at 8 o'clock and returns 
on Tuesday evening. 

Lihue, Koloa, Waimea and Niihau. -- The 
Mail carrier leaves Lihue for Koloa and 
Waimea every Thursday morning at 8 
o'clock and returns on Friday evening. 
Letters for Niihau remain at Waimea 
till opportunity offers for forwarding
usually every week. 

Waimea Mail in the Koloa Mail Bag in 1867 
Waimea postmaster Rev. G.B. Rowell wrote 

to the Minister oflnterior on August 19, 1867 to 
explain the background for the accompanying pe
tition signed by sixty residents to have their mail 
made up in a separate mail bag at the Honolulu 
post office before sending it on to Kauai. Their 
mail, sent in the Koloa mail bag, took another six 
days to reach the Waimea post office after its ar
rival by steamer at Koloa. Rowell explained the 
annoyance. 

"I should add a few words in explanation of 
the petition. 

"During each of the incumbencies of Postmas
ters General Clark and Kalakaua the same annoy
ance occurred for a short time, but was promptly 
abated on a single statement of our grievance to 
headquarters, & we never afterwards had occasion 
to complain. On the entrance of the present in
cumbent to office, the Waimea mail was again dis
continued & I repeated to him the complaint & he 
promised to put us up a separate mail whenever 
the vessel should be coming to Waimea. Three or 
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four times the mail came to us all right & then 
ceased again. On my renewal of the complaint to 
the Postmaster General he replied that he always 
sent a separate mail to Waimea whenever the Capt. 
informed him that he was coming here. Capt. 
Kinney tells me that he always gives notice when 
he is coming to this port, but he has now been here 
at least ten times without bringing our mail, ex
cept in one or two instances when the postmaster 
of Koloa has succeeded in separating our mail & 
getting it on board again before the vessel left for 
this port. To my last communication requesting a 
separate mail for this port, no reply has been re
ceived, but the vessel has been here four or five 
times without bringing our mail, so that it is mani
fest that the P.M. General does not propose to grant 
us the desired relief. How much blame is attached 
to the Capt. for not giving due notice, I can not 
tell, but all the trouble and annoyance could be 
avoided if the P.M. Gen. should be required to put 
up a separate mail for Waimea alwavs when a mail 
is sent to Koloa. Then in case the vessel comes no 
further than Koloa, the P.M. of that place will re
ceive our mail & return the bag from that office. I 
dislike to cause your Excellency any trouble in the 
matter, but the people who are benefitted by this 
office are making continual complaints to me that 
the mails are not properly received & I have had 
to tell them that I am powerless in the matter & 
that they must make their remonstrance to the head 
of the department, hence the petition which I now 
forward. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G.B. Rowell, postmaster, Waimea, Kauai" 

The petition, signed by 60 postal patrons at 
Waimea, was lead by their next postmaster, S .P. 
Hanchett, who would be appointed the next month. 
They explained the problem to the Minister of In
terior as follows : 

"The undersigned foreigners & natives resid
ing in Waimea Kauai respectfully represent to your 
Excellency that we experience very great incon
venience & annoyance from having our mail mat
ter put into the Koloa mail bag. The vessel 
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Figure 10. Ad from the New Era and Weeklv 
Argus, May 17. 1855. Hanchett operated a dry 
goods and grocery store on the corner of Queen 
and Richards Streets in HonolulufromMay 1855. 

(steamer) Nettie Merrill, usually comes to this port 
after touching at Koloa, leaving our mail there be
cause it is not put in a separate bag. The conse
quence is we are obliged to wait from one to six 
days afterward for our mail (to be sent) overland. 
We therefore respectfully petition your Excellency 
to use your influence, or authority to procure for 
us relief from this great annoyance, for which your 
petitioners will be very grateful." (see Fig. 10) 

Postmaster General Brickwood wrote Minis
ter F.W. Hutchison on September 13, 1867 to ex
plain the matter as follows: 

"Your Excellency asks what objections exist 
against granting their request, I must say none, if 
Section 3 of the Coasting License is carried out, 
which I feel myself powerless to do." 

Figure 11 shows a January 15, 1869 Post Of
fice Bulletin which shows the weekly sailing sched
ule that lists the Nettie Merrill, "telegraphed" from 
Diamond Hill on her return from Kauai. 

The 1870 Postal Convention 
A June 4, 1870 Honolulu newpaper reviewed 

the new postal convention between the Kingdom 
of Hawaii and the United Stares. It had been pro
moted by Elisha H. Allen, Chief Justice of Hawaii, 
who was sent to Washington D.C. for that purpose. 
Postal rate changes received by the "last mail 
(with) ... . the following order from the Washington 
Post Office" notified "all Postmasters throughout 
the United States, that after July 1st, the (postal) 
rates will be changed .... on correspondence ad
dressed to, or received from the Hawaiian King
dom, will be as follows, viz: 

1. On letters - 6 cents per each single rate of 
half an ounce or under, to be fully prepaid at the 
mailing office in all cases, by means of United 
States postage stamps. If not fully prepaid, they 
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Figure 11 . Postmaster General Arthur P. 
Brickwood wrote and posted his weekly 
bulletin in front of the General Post Office, 
Honolulu Hale, to announce the times that 
mail would close for inter-island and 
foreign ports, with ship intervals listed 
below. From the PMG Scrapbook Archives 
of Hawaii. 

. MAILS .. 
Will Close for the· following Pla.oes a.s Specified Below: 

. . 
PER 

... :.. · . OLOSE.<;; / . FOR 
. ·:. 

· MO'i.OKAI- ·. <-, ,' : . · 
• . !C.l.UNA.K:A.S:.U .. -~:, .....::_ :~ ~ .l, ~ 

. ·. . • KA.LUA..\IU.. . ... • . . • 

. jy!AUI-L.l.ILWIA... .... ~ · -4 fi'M.. 
· ;·_.·-·~.'· _. ~LAB,\ ...... .... . . .... . 

-';' :;·:· '!~~~~f~~~:: ,:·.··, __ :. ·>·! 
)1.\&:BM.\.. ....... ·;·; 

. ~LBPOLEPO .. · .'·.· .. · . . 
IIAII.\ ........ .. 

. . liA.LIKO ...... .. 

. ~MJ!JLUI ...... . . 
~ : •. WAIH~B ........ Ylt~c-w z.v-.. . · I ~-__,,_r--
. HAWAl.l~lliLO .... , .. ~ .._ ......, ~ . ..4 -~ --1--0 "/V1,.C/'( P •. 

paid six cents Hawaiian postage, and no 
further postage collected on delivery in 
the United States, (which) .... provides the 
same rate and regulations as are now es
tablished between the United States and 
England. Each country collects andre
tains all the postage on letters and pa
pers sent to the other." The convention 
was to effectively eliminate "American 
stamps on letters mailed here." 

. ·• : ... KOKA,LA: ..... : . 

. KA,Y( ol:ll!o\.11 .. .. • • . 
.. · KON,C.~ ... :. ::. ~~ 'l'....k....t:f' ~ )v ..Mv,.. 

. liti ':::: ~ .... .':: . 
.KAU.AI:_WAtr.tBA.' ... .. 

. ~t<if,riA. ._::. :: ... . . 
:;!I'A;l\'lfolWILf .. ·> .: 

:· • : Ai.A:aor • .i.' :' .. :·,. • . · . . . Kauai Post Offices in 1881 
·;" - . : . -~~~81. ::;·:: ; <L - ~ • • : ..,/ ·.· _;.: ;,;. ~ \~ ~ 
: San .. F.ran_c:;!~co-:: ·.·•. ~. Yw..or "~~ - .""~ . . 

Postmaster General John M . 

. ... :~--~ -- -~~~~ ~ · ~ . .\.e~ 
. . . :-:. ; ; : ·· .. ' ,, . . . . . 

OAHU·:,MAlk ... ; .:. . · . ~4 eM::~ .h\.1... 

Kapena reported on all island post offices 
in his April 7, 1882 report. His notes on 
Kauai postmasters follows: 

.• A.~rive4 .cl(.~~- · ')v- · ~ 
· ~ · . .f¥ ~c\<t. . · .. e-4.-Lcrk....;., 

"Lihue is the central mail distribu
tion point for mail carriers on Kauai, un
der the "able management of O(swald) 'd.tt.h~· . .xuw.. ~J.L .. . . . . ,)((l.u...;., .. 

. - ""-. ~ .l .. ~:; . .Jtw_ ~ . w. " - ~ ~:-o ~ 

... ,..::,. :· ~:'.~~;1!·~~- ; 'h)'. II Y:!t;._.l).t.~ r ~~ Scholz, Esq., a storekeeper at that place 
who has given general satisfaction for 
promptitude and correctness. In the days 

. ; . . . 

cannot be forwarded. Leners received in either 
country from the other are to be delivered free of 
all charge whatsoever. 

2. On newspapers sent or received, the regu
lar rates of United States domestic postage are to 
be levied and collected. If transient papers, two 
cents per each four ounces or fraction thereof; and 
if sent to regular subscribers, the prepaid quarterly 
rates. 

On other printed matter, four cents per each 
weight of four ounces or fraction thereof, whether 
sent or received. Postmasters will levy and collect 
postage accordingly, on and after July 1st, 1870." 

Reciprocal terms of the postal convention pro
vided that "letters leaving the Islands, must be pre-

when sailing vessels only were employed 
as coasters, the Garden Island appeared quite dis
tant and the mails were slow in getting there from 
Honolulu; but, the days of delay are passed, and 
Kauai now gets two regular mails per week, by 
the steamers James Makee and Charles R. Bishop, 
the first calling at the Koolau, and the latter at the 
Kona side of the island. In my opinion, this island 
is at present sufficiently provided with offices for 
the receipt and dispatch of mails, and in fact, is the 
only one in the group (about) which may be said 
that nothing is wanting in the efficiency of the ser
vice. The post offices are situated at Hanalei, 
Kilauea, Kapaa, Lihue, Koloa, Waimea and 
Kekaha. The island of Niihau is supplied by the 
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office at Waimea. The officials do their duty 
promptly and well. E. Strehz, Esq., the Postmas
ter at Koloa, may be specially mentioned for his 
public spirit, in having at his own expense fitted 
up letter boxes, labelled with the names of the lands 
and principal places in the district." 

Kapena noted that native and foreign letters 
were in separate compartments, not like some other 
places where letters for natives were left loose on 
the counter of the store. 

Postmaster General Whitney's 
visit to Kauai in 1883 

During Postmaster General Henry M . 
Whitney's late August 1883 visit to Kauai, he made 
the following postmaster appointments for these 
money order offices. 

Rev. G.B. Rowell --Waimea 
J.B. Grant 
James M. Gibson 

Kapaa 
-- Hanalei 

On September 1, following Whitney's visit to 
Kauai, a Honolulu newspaper reporter observed 
that "the postal service on Kauai is now very effi
cient. Mails are regularly distributed all over the 
island. Whenever steamers arrive and all the resi
dents of the island speak in the highest terms of 
praise in regard to Mr. Whitney's arrangement. 
Besides regulating all the details of the service, as 
could only be done by his personal presence, the 
Postmaster General was able to meet with his sub
ordinates and give them general instructions which 
will materially assist them in the discharge of their 
duties." 

Figure 12 is Whitney's 1883 list of services 
provided by Hawaii's postal system, including the 
location of all money order offices on each island. 

A Tour of the Islands of 
Kauai and Niihau in 1889 

An article in the Honolulu magazine Paradise 
of the Pacific profiled these Islands in June 1889, 
from which the following is quoted: 

"Being the most northerly island in the Hawai
ian archipelago, Kauai may also receive the most 
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rainfall. That may acount for its abundant forests, 
waterfalls and lush fern vegetation, thus its nick
name 'the Garden Isle.' Its five districts of Hanalei, 
Koolau, Puna, Koloa and Waimea comprise 590 
square miles with an estimated population of 8,000 
including a diverse group of contract laborers. An 
excellent carriage road encircles the island from 
Mana to Hanalei. The abrupt cliffs, deep gorges 
and rough mountain country on Kauai all appear 
tO be on the northwest side called the Pali, where 
the shoreline rises in a colossal precipice direct 
from the sea. A formidable fron tage on the coast 
extends many miles inland and forms an impass
able barrier to a complete circuit of the Island. 

Visitors to Kauai take the weekly Inter-Island 
Steam Navigation Company steamers from Hono
lulu to Nawiliwili, its nearest port reached in only 
a few hours. 

Hanalei Valley, seen from Haena Point as ap
proached from the sea, is the most beautiful land
scape in the whole kingdom. The Valley proper is 
about two miles wide, and extends many miles in
land. The river flows gracefully though it, navi
gable for several miles with small boats, a great 
advantage to the many rice plantations along its 
banks. 

Kilauea has many attractive valleys, waterfalls 
and groves near the village. It has a good country 
hotel, the 'Polyglot,' a well stocked general store 
with the mill and plantation of the Kilauea Sugar 
Co., managed by Robert A. Macfie, Jr. 

Kealia and Kapaa Plantations and the Makee 
Sugar Co. (mill) are the property ofZ.S. Spalding. 
George H. Dole is manager of Kapaa and John 
Sherman chief engineer and manager of Makee 
Sugar Co. (mill). A boarding house and several 
stores are on these plantations. 

Lihue Village has several stores, two large 
sugar mills, two schools, the (Island) Government 
and a German private school, a fine livery stable, 
the property of Mr. W.H. Rice, managed by Henry 
W. Dimond. 

Grove Farm Plantation, the property of Geo. 
N. Wilcox, and con tributary to Lihue Mill and the 
large general merchandising store of Mr. C. W. 
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. 
ON KAUAI, 

LIHUE, 
KOLOA, 

, WA.lll:t:EA, 

I
I KAP.-\A, . . 

·; HANALEI .. 

ON OAHU, 
HONOLULU, 
WAIANAE. 

.ON MOLOKAI, 
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WAIMEA, 
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PAH.A:I,A.. . I' 21.Money ·Order Offices. 
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· rnay be·· made ilWI:UJ: money o.ruei· office it1 this· Kinguom; and they \.~ill be drawn at the General Post-
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;.}~~~·.in~ at :~n.Y _ _-~a ,,·~!i~_n, Yo.::~t. ~~c~: · . . . , .-... : . . : ·.>.~ ;< .· -!;. .: . · .· .. / 
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... ~~~ney orrier' 'office l.n thiS kl~<rd-oJti·.,.~ · ~ .-·. ~ '· ·~. · · ~ 

. . . -- ·,;- ~ ; .;: ·~~ . ~: j~_,c;~:: --; .· .. 
HoNor~u.tll, ~~~:-t~ei·;"I~~:-!::: • · ;- :.::." :.· -.-:: :: · . · 

•' 

.,..· 
Postt_narte•· General .. 

Figure 12. Whitney's 1883 Post Office Notice published in his second term as Honolulu Postmaster, 
only two years after Hawaii joined the Universal Postal Union. 
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Spitz at Nawiliwili L anding are also prominent 
features of Lihue. 

The road from Lihue to Koloa runs inland over 
a divide and some table land. The distance is ten 
miles and can be made very rapidly, either driving 
or on horseback, as the road and bridges are kept 
in first class order. 

Koloa is a thriving village with five stores, a 
lumber yard, and the Koloa Sugar Co. (mill and 
plantation), managed by Amon Cropp. A few miles 
farther is Wahiawa Stock Ranch, managed by A.M. 
McBryde. 

Eleele Plantation and Mill is managed by Au
gust Drier. From Eleele visitors pass through 
Hanapepe Valley. Many small rice and taro plan
tations dot the banks of the Hanapepe River. 
Waimea Village has three large general stores. C. B. 
Hofgaard has the p1incipal store; also the lnmber 
yard and post office. Makaweli Ranch has some 
very heavy (sugar) cane with an estimated yield of 
8 to 9 tons to the acre annually. The Waimea Sugar 
Mill Co., W.D. Schmidt, manager, is located at 
Waimea. 

Kekaha Village has two stores and the Kekaha 
Sugar Co., managed by Otto Isenberg, brother of 
Paul Isenberg, and F.W. Glade. 

The Mana Plantation, under the management 
of H .P. Faye & Co., contributes its cane to the 
Kekaha Mill. 

The Island of Ni ihau 
Located off the southwest coast of Kauai, is 

the private estate of the Sinclair fami ly of Waimea, 
Kauai. Niihau has 75,000 acres of land. Manager 
George Gay and his family with servants and em
ployees are the only people on the island." 

Overland Mail on Kauai in 1890 
Two letters from Lihue, Kauai in April 1890 

give an inside look at local mail handling. The 
first, datedApril 12, written by SheriffS.W. Wilcox 
to Postmaster General Wundenberg is followed by 
a response from Lihue Postmaster Oswald Scholz 
to explain the mishap. 
"Sir, 

The following facts may interest you, as they 
concern the vagaries of the Kauai Postal System. 
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Once a month generally, I have occasion to mail 
a letter to Mr. J.C. Long, Deputy Sheriff of Hanalei, 
enclosing with it his salary draft-

To do this I post at the Lihue Post Office either 
on a Tuesday afternoon or early on a Wednesday 
morning, so as to catch the overland mail bound 
for Hanalei. 

The Lihue postmaster informs me that all let
ters for the districts of Kealia, Kilauea and Hanalei 
are put into one bag, which he locks. 

I suppose therefore, that in the natural course 
of events, this bag would be opened by the Kealia 
postmaster, who would take out the letters for his 
district, and put in any letters he might have on 
hand for the postal districts of Kilauea & Hanalei
The Kilauea postmaster would treat the bag in a 
similar fashion, & one would be led to expect that 
in due course, my letter to Mr. J.C. Long would 
reach its destination. 

Twice, however, within a short interval it has 
happened otherwise, for twice said lener with its 
enclosed draft for $75 has been picked up out of 
the mud at Anahola, a place as you know just be
yond Kealia, and in each case my letter to Mr. Long 
has taken 10 days or so to reach him, nmning great 
risks meanwhile -

Lastly, on the 2nd of this month, I sent Mr. Long 
his draft again by mail, but on the 7th he was over 
here and reported that he had not yet received his 
draft - I hope to hear by thi s afternoon's overland 
mail what result his search has had- This makes in 
all three mishaps to letters addressed to Mr. Long. 

It appears that since the Lihue postmaster has 
become acquainted wi th this affair, he has sorted 
his mai l in such a manner as to make three packets 
of his letterss, making one packet for Kealia, one 
for Kilauea, and one for Hanalei - The 3 packets 
are then placed in one bag, which is locked - So it 
would seem that besides opening the bag, the pack
ets are also undone during the eventful journey to 
Hanalei. 

I wold esteem it a favor if you would look into 
this affair and remain, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
S .W. Wilcox, Sheriff of Kauai" 
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Postmaster General Wundenburg sent Sheriff 
Wilcox's letter to Lihue Postmaster Scholz for an 
explanation. His response follows: 
"Dear Sir! 

I am in receipt of your favor of 14th inst. con
taining a letter from Mr. S.W. Wilcox addressed to 
you and noted contents. 

In reply I beg to say that as far as the dispatch 
of Kapaa/Hanalei mails from Lihue Post Office is 
concerned, every precaution has been taken to se
cure the mail bag by lock and Mr. Wilcox is cor
rect stating the neglect must have happened at 
Kapaa, where the mail bag is first opened, the Post
master assorting the letters, giving the Anahola 
letters to the Mail Carrier to deposit them in the 
Anahola letter box on the road, and closing the 
mail bag, to be opened at Kilauea again -

Judging from the talk I have had with Kahele, 
the mail carrier, I can not understand how he could 
have done all the mischief as he has not opportu
nity of handling these letters himself. 

You know yourself how much trust and belief 
one can put in a native story, but as I can not get at 
the bottom of (how) the carelessness happened, I 
hesitate a little to discharge the mail carrier Kahele, 
he having been mail carrier over 20 years; also, I 
do not really know where to find and engage a 
better man for this position; therefore, the best I 
can do at present is to let Kahele act a while longer 
as mail carrier until you may hear particulars from 
the Kapaa Post Master -

The three canvas pouches I received and put 
in use this week already, hoping the letters dis
patched from here to Hanalei may be safer in the 
future. 

I return herewith Mr. Wilcox's letter, and re
mam 

Your obedient servant 
Oswald Scholz, P.M." 

Circular to Take Oath Sent 
Postmaster General Walter Hill wrote Minis

ter of Finance P.C. Jones on January 24, 1893 as 
follows: 

"Your letter of yesterday's date, relating to the 
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taking of an oath of allegiance to the Provisional 
Government of the Hawaiian Islands by all em
ployees, has had my best attention. All employees 
of this office have been notified of the obligation, 
and most of the offices of the other islands are be
ing communicated with by circular through the 
mails leaving today." 

PMG Hill Resigns; Oat Appointed 
On May 11, 1893, newly appointed PMG Jo

seph M. Oat, in response to correspondence re
ceived from the Universal Postal Union, wrote 
Directer Ed Hohn to apologize for the delay in 
writing. Oat noted the delay was due to the seri
ous illness of (former) PMG Hill "being unable to 
attend to the duties of his office, and on April 1st" 
Oat was appointed to replace him. 

1893 Inspection Tour of Kauai Post Offices 
On September 5, 1893 Postmaster General Oat 

reported to Minister of Finance S.M.Damon the 
following facts on the post offices on Kauai: 

"Leaving Honolulu on August 22nd, I landed 
the fo llowing morning at Lihue, and continuing 
my journey, reached Waimea the same day and 
Kekaha on the 24th." 

He found Mr. A. Lindsay, Kekeha postmaster 
"kept everything correct and in good running or
der." He instructed Postmaster Lindsay in "the 
manner in which his accounts are to be kept in the 
future. The rules etc. of the Money Order and 
Postal Savings Bank Department were explained." 
Oat noted that since all of the mail received at 
Kekaha "is generally delivered in an hour or two 
after arrival, the Postmaster thought no advantage 
would be gained by having lock boxes." 

At Waimea, Postmaster C.B. Hofgaard kept his 
post office separate from his store. Oat noted that 
his well conducted post office had 46 lock boxes. 
He instructed the postmaster on making "the ser
vice here still more efficient. In addition to deliv
ering the Waimea mail, this office dispatches mails 
to Kekaha, Mana and Niihau. 

"Mr. Hugh Morrison, postmaster at Makaweli, 
was away on vacation when Oat arrived; so, he 
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found Mr. J.A. Palmer, a very efficient deputy, kept 
everything in a very satisfactory condition. Lock 
boxes were not considered necessary. 

Hanapepe postmaster, Mr. Kahaleale, "opened 
and closed the mail at his residence." 

Oat explained the need for a new post office at 
Hanapepe. "Up to a few months ago, the people 
in this district had been getting their mail from the 
Makaweli office, which was formerly quite near 
the Hanapepe valley; but, since that office has been 
removed to the mill site, it was quite a distance for 
them to travel, hence the establishment of the 
Hanapepe office." 

Koloa postmaster Mr. E. Strehz manages sev
enty lock boxes. Oat examined his accounts, found 
them in order and instructed him on how to run 
the money order and postal savings departments. 

Oat noted that Mr. C.H. Bishop "is postmaster 
at Lihue, the central office of the island. Here, 
mails immediately on arrival from Honolulu, are 
dispatched to Kekaha and way ports on the lee side, 
and to Hanalei and way ports on the windward side. 
Since Lihue is the principal (post) office on the 
island, the regular weekly mails from Honolulu 
takes its departure from here overland to its desti
nation. Oat noted that Lihue had sixty lock boxes. 

At Kealia, Postmaster R.C. Spalding was found 
at the Plantation Office, also "the delivery office 
for Kapaa, connected by train." 

Oat noted tha t Postmaster G .R. Ewart at 
Kilauea "conducts his postal and money order of
fice at a centrally located Plantation Office with 
40 lock boxes." 

Mr. J.M. Radway, Hanalei postmaster, "is situ
ated in the central part of the valley, a short dis
tance from the road. He has a deputy at the beach 
who receives and delivers the letters for Waioli and 
Waipa, the carrier going on to Lumahai, Wainiha 
and Haena," met there "by another carrier who 
takes the mail to Kalalau to the school master, 
Naohenui, who delivers it." 

Oat reported that another post office was re
quested in the Mana district. "Mr. H.P. Faye, the 
manager at Mana Plantation, and others, expressed 
a desire to have a postmaster appointed for that 
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district, which has about 250 inhabitants, divided 
about as follows, viz: 150 Japanese, 50 Hawai
ians, and 50 of various nationalities. The nearest 
office is at Kekaha, between five and six miles 
away." 

Oat noted that Eleele had no post office, "the 
mail for the plantation being sent overland from 
Koloa in a closed bag." Concluding his report on 
Kauai, Oat observed that "the people (on Kauai) 
work in harmony with the postal service, and from 
the many inquiries made, I think they are well sat
isfied. Owing to that fact, and a well organized 
telephone system, I can, and have arranged to send 
all the foreign mail by the first vessel leaving for 
any port on Kauai, after the recipt of same in Ho
nolulu ." 

Postmaster Appointments and Oaths 
PMG Oat developed a circular used to forward 

all postmaster commissions to island postmasters. 
In it he advised the appointee to appear before the 
local judge or magistrate named to take the oath of 
office. Figure 13 is an example which detailed 
instructions for the appointee. All government 
employees were required to take an oath of alle
giance to the Provisional Government in 1893, to 
the Republic of Hawaii in 1895 and to the United 
States in 1898. Only U.S. stamps were valid for 
postage in Hawaii after June 30, 1900. Figure 14 
shows the rates of postage in the Republic of Ha
waii in October 1896. 

Kauai Post Offices and Postmasters 
On Kauai, as on the other islands in the King

dom of Hawaii, many of the early post offices were 
located near the pon of entry for the convenience 
of shipping, where the collector of customs was 
later legislated as postmaster ex-officio. Some had 
another income from their independently owned 
general store where the storekeeper or owner usu
ally received the appointment as postmaster. Some 
were managers of a sugar mill complex with an 
assistant who could double up with maintaining 
the post office operation for the convenience of 
their large community of employees who lived near 
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the mill or on the plantation. See table 4 for the 
list ofpostmaster appointments on Kauai. Niihau 
is on table 5. 

Inter-island Shipping 
From Honolulu Hawaiian registered coasting 

schooners frequented ports of entry fo r all the is
lands, often en route to San Francisco with island 
produce for sale or trade. The 1846 Organic Act 
required all masters of coasting vessels to take 
charge of the mail bag at the collector of customs 
office in Honolulu as they cleared for their par
ticular port of call. 

Many of these coasters advertised in Honolulu 
newspapers for freight and passengers to the is
lands on their route. Inter-island steam navigation 
companies edged out their smaller coasting vessel 
competition in the 1870s unti l only a few coasters 
were still operating in the 1880s. 

Mail can·ied by these coasting vessels is some
times identified by the name of the vessel inscribed 
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Figure 13. Circular from Hawaii 
Postmaster General Oat sent with 
instructions to Postmaster Appoin
tees on their commission. 

across the postal issues in black ink 
or added by a rubber stamp on the 
envelope. Mail by contract steam
ers often received an identifying cir
cular date stamp affixed by the 
purser en route to tie the postal is
sues to the envelope or sometimes 
affixed as a backstamp. Many of 
these interisland steamer or schoo
ner ship cancels are hard to find now 
since so few survived for collectors. 
Table 6 and Figure 15 are a collec
tion of town cancels taken from of
ficial correspondence to the Post
master General in Honolulu. They 
are arranged alphabetically by year 
date. No ship cancels are known. 

Davey numbers are provided in this table. These 
strikes are shown at right of the used examples to 
provide a clear impression that is not always seen 
on covers which served postal duty. 

Hawaii's Circular Date Cancelling Devices 
Only Honolulu's General Post Office had a 

regular letter cancel li ng hand stamp until 1862. 
The Hilo and Lahaina collectors of customs, as 
postmasters ex-officio, used their custom house 
cancellers on mail from 1860. Lahaina had a cir
cular date stamp in use by Peter H. Treadway from 
August 1862. His custom house sailing ship seal 
is well known on the plain bordered numerals is
sued in August 1859, as is the oval hand stamp 
used by the Hilo customs collector/postmaster. 

It would be many years before the other island 
post offices had their own individual town name 
in a circular date stamp. Most of the stamps on 
letters during this period were black pen cancels 
or manuscript signatures, initals of captains of 
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DOlVIESTIC. 

.Drop, ur city letters, or printeo circulars, 
--. . . :' . :·_per }~oZ. or fra<:tic>n . . . . . . . ... .. . . 

~ :· . .iJ·b~enled j1rinted circu lnrs, to any part of 
~··-;: ·:: :' .. the· Republic, per 4 ozs., or fractions 

·· · .. · thereof · ... .. ·. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 

1 cent 

. . 1 cent 

Books, cards, photographs, etc., for each oz. 

ounce. . . . . . . . .. -:· ... . . · . . : .. ~ .:.: .• . . 
,, ~ · . 

Newspapers, pamphlets, almanac~ ~~lendru·s 
hand-bills, magazines, maps, oc~a.sional 

and other publications (not bound)for . . . 
each 4 ozs., or fraction-ibez:~of . . ·.:. . · ..• 

1 cent 

1 cent 

1 cent · N~~n;papers, printed in the Repul>lic ond 

sent from the offfce of pu hlicati?D to 

subscriber€< residing in the Repuhlic .. Free 
Registry fee, in addition to above charges.~ 10 cents 

Rates of Foreign Postage. Other Countries of Postal Union. 

To United States, Cnnndn, Mexico nnd Col-

- ouies, letters, eo.ch ~ oz., or fraction .. 
~ .. ·. 

: ~ · ... ··~?.~~n1 .c~ds, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . 

~? "·Q()mine~cinlJJ~p~rs, each 2 ozs., or frn<"tion . ~· · ·:: ·<· (w1th a m1mmum charge of 5 cents.) 

.Books, ench 2 ozs . . ..... .. . .. ... . ..... . 

Photograph~, each 2 ozs . .. . 

Ne\\'spnp~rs, each 2 ozs . ... : • . . · . . ·:. · . . .. 

5 cents 

2 cents 

2 cent~> 

1 c~b.t 

1 c~nt 

1 cent 

Letters, eucb ~ oz ~ ... ................ 

Postal cards, each ... .. . . . . . . .. . . ... ... 

New~;pnpers, each 2 uzs., or fraction. ·: .... 
' ' 

Photographs, each 2 ozs., or fraction .. :· . . . 

!::>nmpJcsJL~m!t of ':eight 12 oz. }eAch 2 oz. 
l Lumt of s1ze 12x8x4 . . , . ' . · .. .... 

Registration fee in addition to above charges 

Registr.ntion fee in addition t o above charges 10-cents Registration fee with return receipts in ad-

5 cen ts 

2 ceuts 

2 cents 

2 cents 

2 cents 

10 cents 

Registration fee with return receipts ·in ad- dition to above charges .. ... ...... : . 1:5 cents 
dition to above charges. . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 cents 

PARCELS POST . 

. lJpitect States of America, per lb .. . . . . . . . 
- ~ 

12 cents For New Zealand, nncl other countries, en-

C~nndn; per lb........ . . . ..... . ... . . . 

United Kingdom, per lb . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

A.ustrnlin, per lb. . . . . .... . . .. . .. . .. . 

20 cents 

25 cents 

25 ceuts 

quire at Parcel Post Depo.rtment, where 

full particulars as to size, limit of 

weight, etc., will be given. 

.fl:6Y"'A..llliquids, explosives nnd articles liable to damage the mails, are strictly prohibited being posted.-

Figure 14. Postage rate leaflet sent to all postmasters. PMG Scrapbook Archives. 
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coasters or the names of vessels on which the mail 
was carried to Honolulu. 

When circular date cancelling devices became 
more popular in the island post offices in the 1870s, 
a good quality stamp pad ink was hard to get. One 
poor kind of stamp pad ink used by postmasters 
rotted the rubber letters and numerals for the hand 
stamps, as Wailuku postmaster John Rothwell 
wrote to Honolulu on October 19, 1888, as fol
lows: 

"I would explain about the date stamp, that the 
numbers are entirely useless, and have found, I 
think, the cause of nearly all the trouble; it is that 
the country offices in general have been in the habit 
of using the black stamping ink intended only for 
use on the steel stamps such as are used in the date 
stamp of the G.P.O. instead of using the ink that is 
provided for the purpose -1 have attempted to clean 
some of the type, but find that the rubber will tear, 
no matter how carefully you go about it. The black 
ink gums and rots the rubber, rendering cleaning 
impossible -

Mr. McKay (postmaster) says he has a new set 
of type on order for two or three months, & has 
the present set for two or three years." 

Most of these postal date cancelling devices 
were ordered by the General Post Office from San 
Francisco; so, it would take a few months to re
place the old worn out cancellers and sets of type 
provided for the many island post offices. Ordered 
at different times, various sizes and types of style 
and designs were received, as may be seen on mail 
from Hawaii and the examples provided in the rown 
cancels of Kauai. 

The Town Cancels of Knuai 
Three early post offices on the Island of Kauai 

were opened and closed before regular use of the 
circular date stamp cancelling devices became a 
necessity for all postmasters. These three post of
fices were Anahola, Moloaa and Nawiliwili, all 
closed by 1870. See the list of postmaster appoint
ments for dates in Table 4. 

Arranged alphabetically, the town cancels 
shown at the right of Table 6 were affixed to offi-
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cial letters sent to the General Post Office in Ho
nolulu. Island postmasters thus demonstrated an 
urgent need for a new hand cancelling device, as 
the Makaweli Postmaster John A. Palmer did in 
March 1898. See Figure 15. 

Researching the Postal History 
In the Archives of Hawaii, Honolulu, research

ers find that early post office files of letters from 
postmasters were not kept by the General Post 
Office in Honolulu until after 1868. Most files of 
the letters from various postmasters were started 
by Postmaster General A.P. Brickwood in the 
1870s. All of these are arranged chronologically, 
with all letters from the island merged into a 
monthly folder for each year, not sorted by island. 
That served to make the task of research more com
plex. 

The answers to many of these letters are not 
always found in the letter books of the Postmaster 
General. Much of his mail was directed to foreign 
postmasters, especially after 1881 when Hawaii 
joined the Universal Postal Union. Many of the 
local letters quoted herein give us a one-sided story, 
but the benefit is in the glimpse they give into the 
early development and unique problems many of 
those country postmasters faced. Many of the let
ters from the Postmaster General in the 1880s and 
1890s are in the letter books, but my research dur
ing this period focused mainly on the international, 
and not the interisland mail scene. 

Collectively, the Postmasters General of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii from 1850 to 1900 all did a 
remarkable job. They served through the unique 
politics of their various administrations, each then 
displaced by a changing political environment. 

The motto of Postmaster Genera l A.P. 
Brickwood, which characterized his 17 year ad
ministration, continues to inspire us today. He was 
fond of sharing that creed with all of his postmas
ters, which was "the greatest good for the greatest 
number." 

Note that some post offices were opened late 
in the 1890s, shortly before Hawaii became a Ter
ritory of the United States on June 30, 1900. 
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Figure 15. Town cancels of Kauai used on official letters to the Postmaster General 

Hanalei 

Hanapepe Kapaa Kealia 

Page 30 



Western Express March 1999 

Town cancels of Kauai used on official/etters to the Postmaster General 

Kekaha 

July & Aug. 1894 

Kilauea 

}\r LAUEA puGA~ Co., 
R· ..A' .fi\ACF'IE,~R ., 

MANAGER. 

Koloa 

Lihue hd ~~~Vi(t. 
. / . ' 

~stal .$~-ruic~1 
__./' 

. ......... ....... : ...... ~·· ; ·~ ..... .'.~;~··· · ·:lrf.~ ... . 
. ~~;-:. .. ~:' .. ' ·~. ~.; .. .. ';.• ,. . ··;· ,: .... 

;., ...... ~:· ;::-~:.~ . • .. ·.} . 1 . • .,:t!. 
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Town cancels of Kauai used on official/etters to the Postmaster General 

Makaweli, Kauai Mch 5th, 1898 
J.M. Oat, Esq. 

Post Master Genl., Honolulu 
Dear Sir:-

The Post office stamp in this office is ve1y much worn and some of the type for it are entirely 
gone, pieces having broken off the side; can you send us a new one? 

I would be glad if you could also send me rubber stamps for the words "Post Master Gen'l'', also 
"'Honolulu". The former I wish to use for stamping my envelopes with and the latter I wish for the 
money orders and also for envelopes. This may flavor of laziness but it will be of great convenience 
to me if you can send them. 

Mana 

Waimea 

... \ -~fRJ·l · .. J . ' \ 
ji\N I 

·~· i 890 "'i)J 
\:·f" -- J77 

:<4.. -c..>;.:; ·" --
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Acting Post Master Makaweli, Kauai 
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ADVERTISING COVERS OF THE 
CALIFORNIA MIDWINTER INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION OF 1894 

by Grace E. Devnich, M.D. 

Souvenir Correspondence Cardfrom San Francisco's Midwinter International Exposition of 1894. 

California was little known in 1892, when Mr. 
M.H. de Young, who was second Vice President 
of the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
where he conceived the idea of an exposition for 
1894. He knew California had much to show the 
world. The state had many resou rces, including 
gold, farmland, cities and the versatility of its in
habitants. He thought an exposition would divert 
the public mind from the Panic of 1893, as well as 
possibly bring homeseekers to the state. He sug
gested that an International Exposition be held that 
winter at the end of the Columbian Fair. In this 
way many foreign countries who had displays in 
Chicago could transfer them to the West Coast with 
a minimum of effort. 

He started a fund with a ·pledge of $5,000, and 
Californians in Chicago pledged an additional 
$41,000. Soon public subscriptions amounted to 

enough ($344,319. 59) to begin construction. 
Ground breaking fell on August 24, 1893, when 
Mr. de Young lifted the first shovelful of dirt in 
Golden Gate Park. By this time they had raised 
$730,000, and the exposition was unique in that 
not a single dollar came from the nation, the state, 
or any municipality. 

The exposition was to open on January 1, 1894, 
but due to a heavy snowfall in the Sierras, ship
ments were rerouted south and it did not open un
tillater that month. The fair opened with 100 build
ings, lights, water and sewer lines in place. 

At the end of the exposition some 2,255,000 
persons had passed through its gates, coming from 
most parts of the United States and many foreign 
countries. Adult tickets cost 25¢, and the total re
ceipts were $1,260,112.19. 

Advertising was initiated by a department for 
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publicity. Preprinted envelopes using the popular 
1¢ Columbus and Liberty (Scott no. U349) with 
an attractive cachet were available for purchase by 
businesses in San Francisco and elsewhere. Many 
firms used this logo, displaying many types of print 
in advertising their own name and products, yet 
carrying the message of the California International 
Midwinter Exposition. 

Official post cards with various pictures of 
buildings were also printed. Three types of post 
cards are listed in The American Card Catalog: 
California Midwinter Offical set (38X with a set 
of nine cards); Midwinter (Official Souvenir Cor
respondence Card (39X); Bear on pedestal, set of 
four; and another Souvenir set of five with a bear 
on a big tree ( 40X). 

Copies of the official set of nine have been re
printed, but the colors are not as vivid as in the 
antique originals. These were sold on the grounds 
and in the city for use by visitors. 

Both the San Francisco Chronicle, owned by 
de Young, and the San Francisco Examiner, owned 
and edited by the young William Randolph Hearst, 
carried editorials on the exposition. Hearst had a 
golden cup designed for the county voted as the 
best exhibitor by those attending, and a silver cup 
was prepared for runner-up. Jimmy Swinnerton's 
cudly cub "Baby Monarch" appeared in the news
paper daily, and this was probably this nation's first 
comic strip . 

The story of this exposition has been told in 
pictures, books and multiple memorabilia now scat
tered in many homes throughout the world . My 
collection contains 19 different types of covers, 
and some of the same design have different hues 
of paper. Since some cachets are too faint to show 
a date, it is presumed that the Office of the Direc
tor-General used different cachets than the first 
one. 

The British Midwinter Fair Auxiliary Commit
tee issued a giant red circle on letters to members 
of the English, Scotch, Scotch-Irish, Welsh, Cana
dian and Australian delegation, inviting them to 
erect a building where they could welcome their 
countrymen and others when they visited the fair, 
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and where they could celebrate Empire Day, St. 
George's Day or other important occasions for their 
countries. 

Some companies merely used a circle adver
tising the fair, mostly black on white, but some 
were in red. Other companies advertised awards 
they received at the California Midwinter Fair. 

Different pictures of portions of the fairgrounds 
or of California scenes were used. Examples are 
found on the covers issued by Smith's Cash Store, 
Haas Brothers, J.P. Wright, Greenebaum Weil & 
Michels, and Sleinike Bruning from Los Angeles. 
The Bear on pedestal was used on some covers 
and on at least one sheet of stationery shown here. 

One company used the cover design to show 
awards already received at the fair. One company 
printed on the back of the address, "Our Latest Nov
elties namely: MIDWINTER FAIR LUNCH BIS
CUITS" The St. Helena Star had very subdued 
red print as lines one could use to address a letter, 
"VISITORS TO THE CALIFORNIA MIDWIN
TER EXPOSITION SHOULD CAREFULLY EX
AMINE NAPA CO.'S EXHIBIT." 

O.R. Oliver, of StOckton, had this printed on 
his covers: "The First Shovelful of Earth from the 
site of the SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY BUILDING 
MIDWINTER FAIR." 

When Mr. de Young broke ground for the fair 
he did so with a silver shovel. This shovel was 
then melted to make many miniature shovels, 
which were sold to the public for a very low price. 
What a thrill I had when I finally found one! 

Being a doctor gave me the opportunity to 
gather some persona insights from my elderly pa
tients regarding collecting items from this Fair. Af
ter I started the colfection I found that one of my 
elderly patients was a boy in San Francisco when 
the fair was being built. He recollected the work
men were only paid one dollar per day for long 
hours of work. Another patient's family always 
ordered supplies from one merchant each year, and 
one showed me a small jeweler's case which had a 
picture of the Columbian Fair, only that name had 
been removed and replaced with Midwinter. 
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Front and back of a Midwinter International Exposition Souvenir Correspondence Card. The address 
side has a picture of M.H. De Young, who conceived the plan for the Exposition and became its director. 
There were many variations of the scene on the message side. This example depicts the main pavilion 
and the California bear, which was afeature of many of the designs. 
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The Elecuic Tower was featured on several of the scenes 
shown on the Official Souvenir Correspondence cards. 
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The Pavilion was shown in a vignetre in many of the Official Souvenir Correspon
dence Cards issued for the California Midwinter International Expostion. 
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People in ethnic costumes were featured on some of the 
Official Souvenir stationery issued for the Exposition. 
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Cairo Street and the Bear were shown on the above Official Souvenir Conespondence Card, while 
the one below showed the Administration Building and the Fine Arts Building. 
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Other designs were 
used on the corre
spondence of the 
director and the 
various committees. 

The Executive Com
mittee used a cachet 
that featured a varia
tion on the California 
Bear design. 

The Publicity and 
Promotion Depart
ment sent news 
releases to news
papers throughout 
the country. 

The British Mid
winter Fair Auxil
iary Committee had 
offices on Mills St. 
in San Francisco, 
and advertised the 
exposition by using 
this seal on their 
correspondence. 
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CALIFORNIA 
MIDWINTER 

INTERNATIONAL 
EXPOSITION 

Private advertising covers 

Most of the private cache ted envelopes 
were used by companies in San Fran
cisco, but those on this page show that 
they are known from around the state. 

Sacramento. 
The Surveyor-General or the State of 
California supported the Fair. 

~tfo::sa;;~:.~~~-:.~:z.:~.-·~~ 
,THE .ST. HELEN1\: STAIC 

· ': f, B, .Attttli;.t~tft•~ fflttl' CJt.l{ i1t>p. ' ,., 
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Anderson. (Shasta Co.) 
J.P. Wright, Dry goods merchant 

Los Angeles. 
Sleinike & Bruning. 

SACRAMENTO 

Saint Helena. 
The St. Helena Star advertised the Fair by add
ing three lines of text to be used as a guide when 
addressing the envelope. 
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San Francisco 

Julius C. Amelung used a seal. Though it 
is faint on this example, it reads "Cali For
ni a Midwinter International Exposition 
Jan. 1894. 

The American Oil Co. of San Fran
cisco used this cachet advenising the 
exposition. 
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The American Biscu it Co. had their own 
cachet on the front, and on the back adver
tised their Midwinter Fai r Lunch Biscuits. 
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Annes & Dallam, Wooden and WiUow 
Ware, noted the Gold Medal they were 
awarded for their brooms and whisks. 

Greenebaum, Weil & Michels, Fur
nishing Goods, used this cachet with a 
series of vignettes of the Fair. 
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San Francisco's Grand Hotel hopes to 
welcome you to the Fair, using this 
seal underneath their own flourishing 
comer card. 

s e.al t ze:r co i , 
' • • >. 

M~~ing,. , 

:::~-

Haas Brothers, Grocery importers, put a 
Fair scene on their envelopes. 
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Sherman Clay & Co., Pianos, used Lhis 
cachet to advertise the Fair. 

Emory E. Smith, Chief of the Depart
ment of Horticulture and Agricullure, 
added his name at the bottom of Lhe large 
cachet. 
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Oakland. The Pacific Incubator 
Co. of Oakland was a supporter of 
the Fair, using this cachet on their 
envelopes. 

The S.E. Slade Lumber Co. added this 
cachet to its envelopes. 
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Smith's Cash Store used a scene of Golden 
Gate Park on its cover advertising the 
California Midwinter Fair. 

Tillman & Bendel used Lhis cachet on 
their envelopes. 

March 1999 

Luke G. Sresovich & Co. Cocoanut 
dealers of San Francisco, noted the 
award they won at the Fair for their 
Pioneer Brand Cocoanut in their 
unique cachet. 

Stockton. 
D.R. Oliver, of Stockton, advertised the 
first shovelful of earth from the site of the 
Fair. 
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MORE WESTERN PATRIOTIC COVERS 
by James W. Milgram, M.D. 

March 1999 

Figure 1. WP-31A. Jeff Davis going through the hoop in red and blue, 10 cent 
1857 m~. cancellation "Fort Jones Cal Sep 17 • 61 to Hampshire Illinois. 

A recent auction contained two covers with 
patriotic lettersheets that expand the listings I have 
given in my two part anicle of June and Septem
ber, 1998. 

The earlier item is the more interesting from a 
western point of view. The cover (Figure 1) is WP-
31A, which was an additional listing to my earlier 
article in The American Philatelist, so this is the 
second cover of this type of which I have record . 
It varies from the other two types by the four line 
caption. The stamp, a damaged 10 cent 1857, is 
canceled in manuscript "Fort Jones Cal Sep 17 -
61". 

The lettersheet (Figure 2), which is headed at 
Fort Jones two days earlier, is a new listing in that 
it is a patriotic lettersheet of design WP-26, to 
which I will give the number WP-26LS. This is 
the second patriotic lettersheet of western manu
facture that I have seen. It shows a two sranza 
poem, "STAND BY THE UNION". The letter is 
rather interesting in parts: 

Figure 2. WP-26LS. Patriotic lettersheet with sailor 
on flag pole holding pistol in his right hand and an
other in belt, poem "STAND BY THE UNION". 
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forte Jones sep th 13 1861 
Dear sister 

... .I am threshing now today is Sunday we onerly 
thresh on Sunday here but we laid over today so I put 
in this Sunday in washing my shurts and writeing 
this letter times is getting ve1y dull here rher (are) 
a great meny leaveing here now on account of the 
war and the new mines in the north pan of Oregon 
they have struck rich diggins there and ther is men 
going every day from here ther was a company of a 
honderd vollonters started yesterday from here for 
sanfrancisco I dont know (w)here they go from there 
andrew soles and his con1pany got in last wek so I 
hurd I haven't saw any of them yet. I hurd that thay 
was attacted by indens before thay got in and one 
man wonded 

you say you had a good last forth I am glad of it 
I was down to red bluffs on the fonh a 150 miles 
south of here in the sacremento valley I went down 
with a man and drove a six mule teem down and back 
it was the hottest wether there that I ever saw in my 
life the thermometer stood to a 112 all the rime I 
have nothind more to write at pressent write soon 
tell phebe to name the babe Clarresy if she likes that 
name 

Crawford Isabell 

In addition to this lettersheet, I have located a 
paste-up patriotic cover ofWP-26 which has an oval 
"PAID" in blue and an unaddressed red Wells Fargo 
frank on 10 cent entire with blue San Francisco ex
press cancel and black New York postmark with ad
dress to Rhodes Island on the patriotic cover. 

March 1999 

Figure 3. Magnus composite viewofSan 
Francisco in bronze, stamp on reverse 
with "ALEXANDRIA VA NOV 17 1862 
to Freetown, New York. 

The other cover is not a western patriotic 
printing, but it is an exceedingly rare used 
Magnus view of San Francisco (Figure 3). The 
three cent stamp is tied on the reverse with 
"ALEXANDRIA VA NOV 17 1862", which 
is on the front of the cover too. This cover was 
sent with a patriotic enclosure (Figure 4) which 
depicts a group of Civil War soldiers around 

Figure 4. Magnus patriotic lettersheet in colors, 
"CAMP SCENE'' No.ll, belonging with the cover. 
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stacked muskets . The envelope is printed in 
bronze, the lettersheet in black with hand 
watercoloring. 

Robert Chandler of the Wells Fargo Bank His
tory Room also sent me an article and advertise-

March 1999 

ment for The San Francisco Rose. He also found 
that the source for the 31 engravings of San Fran
cisco was the San Francisco Almanac for the Year 
1859, by William F. Herrick and Octavian Hoogs. 

THE SOUVENIR ROSE OF CALIFORNIA! 
The Flags of all Nations! 

THE GREAT CALIFORNIA STATE SEAL 
THE GOLDEN GATE! 

AND OTHER CALIFORNIA EMBLEMS, 

As an Envelope, for 
FREDK. HESS' 

ROSE OF CALIFORNIA! 
Containing 

OVER THIRTY STEEL ENGRAVINGS 
OF THE 

CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO AND ENVIRONS 

THIS BEAUTIFUL ORNAMENT REPresents, on its exterio r, a splendid full blown Rose, with its grace
ful form and incomparable tints. At Iirst s igl1t, tl1c flower seems to be a flat piece of thick card board, but by 
carefully introducing the nail between the folds of the paper, it will be found capable of being opened again and 
again, until it attains somewhal lhe form of a circle, which is covered on every side with beautifully executed 
steel engravings of various cdi !ices and o ther objects of general interest. 

THE ROSE OF CALlFORNIA contains a number of Vignette Views of some of the most remarkable edi
fices in our Metropolis, vis: 

A General View of San Francisco; 
The City Hall and Plaza; 
The San Francisco Harbor; · 
View of Montgomery Street; 
Battery Street; 
California Street; 
Telegraph Hill and Saucelito; 
Alcatraz Island and its Fons; 
Mission Delores; 
South Park; 
Broadway Wharf and River Steamers; 
The New Masonic Hall; 
Monumental Engine House; 
United States Marine Hospital, on Rincon Hill; 
German Benevolent Society Hospital; 
The St. Mary's Cathedral; 
St. Francis' Church; 
Calvary Church; 
Unitarian Church; 
The Jewish Synagogue; 
Post Office and Custom House; 
Tucker's Academy of Music; 
Hayes' Park Pavilion; 
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Ancl a HOST OF OTHERS equally interesting. 

The ROSE OF CALIFORJ\TJA can be sent home in 
Letters, at the SINGLE RATE OF POSTAGE. 

This Pretty omament serves as an excellent souve
nir of the place which it represents, and forms at the 
same time a very suitable and pleasing present. 

PRICE-- ONE DOLLAR! 
To be had at the "Califomia Demokrat" Office, 

corner Sacramento and Montgomery streets, and at all 
Bookstores And Newspaper Depots through the State. 

Orders from the Interior, accompanied with Cash, 

promplly attended to . 
FREDK. HESS, Publisher, 

Corner Sacramento and Montgomery Streets, 
Oc 30 San Francisco 
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