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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 
e-mail: patera@teleport.com 

Secretary Resigns 
Due to health concerns, Ed Weinberg has re

signed the position of Secretary of the Western 
Cover Society. Until elections are held next April, 
President John Drew will be serving as Acting 
Secretary. Please help John by sending your dues 
for next year promptly. 

Society Statement 
The Western Cover Society has drafted a new 

introductory statement, which will be printed in 
each issue inside the front cover. As a not-for
profit society we have certain privileges, as well 
as some responsibilities, which are elaborated in 
the statement. Information on membership and 
back issues is also included. 

Post Office in Paradise 
A research website focused on 19th Century 

Hawaiian stamps and postal history, entitled "Post 
Office in Paradise", is located at 

www.hawaiianstamps.com 
Many pages are devoted to mail between Hawaii 
and California and to postmarks, cancels, forwarder 
marks, express marks and other auxiliary or ser
vice marks used at San Francisco and found on 
mail to or from Hawaii. Once at the home page, 
collectors can find material on California and the 
West under many pages listed under Foreign Mail 
and Covers and on the Foreign Postal Markings 
page under Postal Markings. A directory is located 
on the left margin of the home page for easy ac
cess. FIP recently awarded the site one of the four 
top awards in the 2000 philatelic website judging. 
Fred Gregory, a long-time member of the Western 
Cover Society, hosts and edits the site. Additional 
or new information or corrections is solicited and 
an e-mail address for giving feedback is provided 
on each page of the site. 
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"The Berford Abominations" 
The American Philatelist of September 2000 

(Vol. 114, no. 9,pp. 818-832) contains an interest
ing and informative article by Herbert A. Trenchard 
entitled "The Berford Abominations". The ar
ticle explores the life and times of early philatelist 
Joseph James Casey, who in the 1870s concocted 
a number of bogus examples of local stamps used 
by Berford's California Express. This led to a lively 
war of words in the philatelic press and the gen
eral discreditation of Casey. 

Are you on e-mail? 
If you have an e-mail address and are not listed 

on the directory inside the back cover, please send 
an e-mail to Mark Metkin so that you may be in
cluded in the directory for next issue. Our e-mail 
listings have expanded to the point where they no 
longer fit on one page. 

Cantil Post Office Closed 
The Ridgecrest (California) newspaper of Au

gust 19, 2000 reports that the post office at Cantil, 
Kern County, had closed two weeks earlier. It was 
closed suddenly and without warning for reasons . 
not stated. Cantil has had a post office since 1916, 
although in was converted to a CPO in 1983. Fur
ther mail is to be handled by Mojave. Cantil served 
an area of scattered desert homes, as well as the 
BLM Jawbone Visitor Center at Red Rock State 
Park. 

Correction 
In the June 2000 issue of Western Express 

(Vol. 50, no. 4) on page 13 there is illustrated a 
cover sent by Estill & Co. Express. James W. 
Milgram points out that the postmark is "WESTON 
MO AUG 16". This cover was illustrated by him 
in an article on this express in the American Phi
latelist, February 1965. Three additional Estill 
Express covers have come to light since then 
(Western Express Vol. 46, 1996) All known Estill 
Express covers are from a single trip of the ex
press and bear the Weston, Missouri postmark 
dated August 16, 1850. 
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WESTERN. COVER SOCIETY 

The following have supported the Society with PATRON membership in the year 2000: 

Rex Bates 
Brad Casoly 
Albert Chang 
John Drew 
Kenneth Greenberg 
Frederick Gregory 
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John Williams 
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The following have supported the Society with a SUSTAINING membership in the year 2000. 

W. Wallace Bilyeu Dennis Lutz 
James Blaine Stephen Marcus 
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Randall Burt Steve Meier 
Nels Christianson Lynn Minneman 
Bruce Cohen E.F. Mueller 
Richard Curtin Carl Munck 
Grace Devnich Leland Mmphy, Jr. 
J. Leonard Diamond Eric Nelson 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
#1247 R. Randall Grace 

5317 N. 40th St. 
Phoenix AZ 85018 
Collects: Expresses, literature 

#1248 Robert H. Kreiling 
722 N. Penna. Ave. 
Morrisville PA 19067 
Collects: Wells Fargo 

#1249 Rudolph Bentz 
3521 Arlington St. 
Laureldale PA 19605 
Collects: Wells Fargo 

#1250 Everett M. King 
P.O. Box 127 
Whitethorn CA 95589-0127 
Collects: Western postmarks, world-

wide stamps 

#1251 Angela Y. Walton Raji 
6508 Woodbridge Circle 
Baltimore MD 21228 
Collects: Indian Territory, Oklahoma 

small towns 

WANTED: 
California postal history 

by county 

pre-1920 material from 
Alpine, lnyo, Mono, Orange 

San Bernardino, San Diego counties 

please call 909-982-9697 

day or evening 

Bob Nichols 
1423 N. I st. Ave. 

Upland CA 91786 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Acting Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors at Large: 

John R. Drew 
Michael J. Rainey 
John R. Drew 
Oscar M. Thomas 
Robert J. Chandler 
Howard Mader 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Basil C. Pearce 
William C. Tatham 
Dale E. Forster 

(Past President) 

Address Changes (only the new address is shown) 
· James M. Garnett 

115 Weatherwood Ct. 
Henderson NV 89014-0664 

Merry Shaimes 
15455 Glenoaks Bl. #216 
SylmarCA 91342-7962 

Kenneth Gilbert 
13204 Franklin View Ct. 
Fairfax VA 22033 

Peter M. Newton 
1114 Nokomis Ave. South 
Venice FL 34295 

CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave. 
Oakland CA 94610 

(510) 465-8290 
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NEBRASKA TERRITORY 
POSTAL HISTORY 

by 

Charles W. Winter 

$35.00 post paid to any part of the world 

Published: December 15, 1999, 176 pages, 7 x 10 inches 
Binding: Buckram, Smythe sewn signatures, Gold spine and cover stamping 
Illustrations: Over 230 drawings of markings, 149 halftones and 8line drawings of maps 
Edition~ 450 copies, will not be reprinted 
PublishJor the Western Cover Society 

The essence of this book is a detailed catalog of all known postmarks of Nebraska during the 
Territorial period, .1854 to 1867. In all there are 220 different markings cataloged, all are 
illustrated except for two. In addition to the earliest and latest known usages we have the 
number of recorded examples for each marking. Postmaster con1pensation,.a direct indication of 
the receipts are given for every Post Office, every other year as reported in the Official Register. 

Though the book is devoted to the Terr ito rial period there is considerable coverage of the 
Pre-Territorial period and many of the rnarkings were also used after Statehood. 

Much background history is a lso provided to permit the postal history to be put in 
perspective with the Westward Expansion. A second type label from the fire of the steamboat 
ALGOMA is de~cribed and illustrated for the first time. 

The Postal History of the United States is being filled in, we now have a comprehensive 
coverage oM Pre-Statehood Nebraska markings. Early Nebraska was previously a much neglected 
portion of our Westward Expansion. 

·Leonard H. Hartmann 
Philatelic Bibliopole 

PO Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 40233, USA 
http:\\ www.pbbooks.com 
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The California Gold Rush 
A Sesquicentennial Tribute 

compiled by Alan H. Patera 

We continue this series on the California Gold Rush with excerpts relating to mails, expresses and transportation 
from the San Francisco newspaper Alta California from the Winter of 1850-51. As more newspapers began 
publishing, the daily Alta would reprint news from them, providing more infonnation from the mining areas. 
There was some agitation from those in the south to split California in two, but the Alta was quick to point out 
how the rise of steamer transportation was drawing the diverse areas of the state closer together. 

New Post Office 
"A new post office has been established at Green
wood Valley, now called Louisville, a flourishing 
little settlement in El Dorado Co., in the Sacra
mento Valley. It is about forty miles, we believe, 
above Sacramento city. The mail is to leave regu
larly three times a week. Mr. G.G. Blodgett has 
been appointed Postmaster." 

Alta California December 8, 1850 

Rough Journey to California 
"C~pt. French's Co. We have received from one 
of the members of the above company, Mr. Will
iam Miles, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania, an account 
of their journey to some extent, the treatment they 
received from Capt. French, &c. The company 
was called the 'Overland Express Train.' It left New 
York City on the 13th of May last, for San Fran
cisco by way of New Orleans, Lavacca, Texas, 
thence to El Paso by Spring wagons. It seems that 
French had induced some 230 men to pay him $250 
apiece, contracting to take them through in sixty 
traveling days. 

They were four months in reaching El Paso. 
Considering that they had been completely de
ceived by French, and being nearly worn out with 
fatigue and disappointment they resolved to hold 
a public meeting, and request to send the passen
gers by pack mules to their point of destination .... 
Finally, a part of the passengers, badly fitted out, 
left El Paso, on a journey of a thousand or fifteen 
.hundred miles, for San Diego. Soon after leaving 
they learned that French had employed some 
twenty men, armed to the teeth, for the purpose of 
robbing them. This he effected, the passengers 
being scattered. Each man as he came up was com-

manded, with a pistol at his breast, to give up his 
weapons, and then was stripped of whatever he 
possessed.... Finally, a little party of half a dozen 
Vermonters, who happened to be together, deter
mined to and did resist A battle was the conse
quence, in which two, a Mr. Wright and Mr. 
Nelson were killed, Mr. Cooper had a thigh bro
ken, and Mr. Holmes both arms broken. French 
had his right arm shattered, and was supposed 
mortally wounded, being shot also in the side. This 
occurred at Corolitas, in Mexico. When French 
was shot his banditti scattered, and the rest of the 
company were allowed to pass on ..... After a jour
ney of seven months some forty reached .SanDi
ego, thirty-five took passage for this place .... " 

Alta California December 17, 1850 

Mail Complaints in El Dorado County 
"The Transcript of Thursday is indignantly out in 
condemnation of the niggardly manner in which 
mail facilities are extended to the people of El 
Dorado County. It says the Department only pro
vides for sending the mail once a week to the towns 
of that county. It adds: 'This looks to us like inex
cusable negligence. The towns of Placerville, 
Weberville, Ringgold, Coloma, Georgetown, Lou
isville, and several others are situated in ElDorado, 
and twenty-five thousand people receive all their 
mail through the post offices established at these 
points. It cannot be that the mails sent to these 
offices are not large enough to justify the depart
ment in sending them oftener than once a week .... "' 

Alta California December21, 1850 

Editor's note: The above reference gives further credence to the 
belief that Weberville had a post office. even though it was never 
entered in the official books of the U.S. Post Office Department. 
The reference places post offices at Ringgold and Greenwood Val
ley earlier than previously documented. 
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Expresses 
The Alta California of December 31, 1850 listed 
the following express companies: 

Todd & Co's Express 
Gregory's Express 
Adams & Co.'s Express 
Freeman & Co.'s Express 
Dodge & Co.'s Express 
Berford & Co.'s Express 

Mail via Panama 
"The Mails on the Isthmus. 

It is well known, and has been for a long time, 
that the New Grenadian government has forfeited 
its contract under treaty for transportation of mails 
across the Isthmus of Panama. Indeed, from the 
moment the mails are landed at Chagres, the ut
most disregard for their protection and safety is 
manifested in all operations of Spanish agents. Any 
one who has ever witnessed how things are done 
in Spanish countries, can readily understand how 
the mails are treated while under New Grenadian 
jurisdiction. 

As a specimen we will present a short history 
of the transit of those which arrived at Chagres on 
the 24th of November. They were landed in the 
midst of a torrent of rain, and were immediately 
placed in charge of Sefior Villeverde, the New 
Grenadian contractor. They were left in the mud, 
on the river banks, entirely unprotected, until our 
American agent hired men, procured boards, and 
made a temporary covering. After lying all day 
entirely uncared for by the Senor, he had them 
placed in six open canoes, each boat independent 
of all the others, with no one to guard the mails, 
and exposed to all the rain. They were more than 
five days en route to Cruces, exposed to all the 
rain and negligence of the boat crews, making some 
days only four miles of progress, and the boats 
being scattered, as some were large and more un
wieldy, and the captains being perfectly indepen
dent. The men were frequently deserting, and the 
American agent had to employ others on several 
occasions to supply their places. 

When the treaty with New Grenada was en-
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tered into, which gave to that government the tran
sit of the mails ovenhe isthmus, at the rate of thirty 
dollars for the first one hundred pounds, and twelve 
dollars for each subsequent hundred pounds, but 
little was known of this country, and its wants were 
not of such a nature as to demand or induce the 
transmission of goods over that route. But with 
the new phase of things a new trade has sprung up 
there, and, frequently when the mails arrive at 
Cruces, the mules which should be in readiness 
are occupied in transporting goods, and the mails 
are consequently laid up in ordinary until it suits 
the convenience or ability of the agents of the 
Granadian government to comply with the stipu
lations of the contract and transmit them. This was 
the case at the last transit of the mails. When Mr. 
Ferris, the American mail agent reached Cruces, 
he was informed that the mules were over at 
Panama, where they had gone to carry goods, and 
the the mails therefore, must remain at Chagres a 
week, or until the fourth of December. They would 
thus have been too late for the regulars steamer at 
Panama, and would not yet have reached this city. 

But the agent insisted upon their being for
warded at once. This was refused. He then deter
mined to take charge of them at any risk, and ac
cordingly that night engaged twenty-five mules and 
drivers for the purpose. In the morning, after he 
had made his demand for the mails, and disregard
ing the threats made to shoot him if he touched 
them, finding him determined to do so, the agent 
of the New Granadian government consented to 
forward them by teams which he had provided, 
and did so. Yet so weak and trifling were the mules, 
and so bad the roads, that only 79, out of 109 bags 
landed at Chagres arrived at Panama in season for 
the steamer. 

We have the substance of this from our Ameri
can mail agent, and give it the more willingly, as 
some injustice, he thinks was done him in our 
former information respecting the matter. We are 
now more than ever convinced that our govern
ment must adopt a new system. The present will 
not do. Our business is too growing and too ex
tensive already, and the necessity of a speedy and 
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certain transmision of the mails is of so much con
sequence that we cannot much longer endure the 
evils which have so long prevailed in the mail sys
tem. The mail contractors on the oceans would 
find means always to transmit the mails over the 
isthmus, without failure or detention, if they were 
intrusted with that business. 

We have obtained, and give our readers an in
sight to the manner of transmission of the mails 
over the isthmus. It will be seen that the agents of 
our government have as little power over the busi
ness of the transit there nearly, as upon the steam
ers. The miserable agents of the New Grenadian 
government, mismanage and neglect their duties 
and thus our citizens here and our friends at the 
east are made to suffer all the evils of detention in 
mails, or their entire loss, merely because of the 
contract which has been forfeited many times. Our 
government must take this matter in hand, and 
change the whole system." 

Alta California January 8, 1851 

The very next day the Alta added a further comment: 

"The Mails. We are again constrained to notice 
another failure in the receipt of the regular mail. 
We are authentically informed at the post office 
that sixty-nine bags still remain on the isthmus, 
that should have been received by the Tennessee. 
The steamer was detained a number of days in or
der to procure and bring them. A sad dereliction 
of duty is perceptible in the region of Grenada." 

Stockton 
"Stockton Post-Master. We see it announced that 
the gentlemanly, accommodating and efficient 
Post-master at Stockton has been removed and 
another imported to take his place. This is only 
one additional disregard .of the rights and wishes 
of the people of California. What the government 
thinks the people of this country composed of, we 
cannot say; but it treats them like inhabitants of a 

.Province, and not as citizens of the United States. 
Mr. Buffum, the Post-master at Stockton, at the 
earnest solicitation of the citizens of that place, 
consented to act as Post-master, against his own 
inclination; for it was not profitable, but very an-
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noying, and he knew it. Previous to his assuming 
the duties of the office, the Stockton Post-office 
had been an open box, into which the letters were 
indiscriminately thrown; to which every person had 
access, and helped himself to letters as suited his 
fancy or his claims. There was no order, no organ
ization, no revenue. 

Mr. Buffum immediately commenced a reform. 
The business of the office was performed orderly, 
and with dispatch. The whole matter was system
ized, and the utmost which attention, business tact, 
and gentlemanly courtesy could do for the accom
modation of the people of Stockton and the min
ers generally of that section, was done. The people 
were satisfied. The business of the office increased, 
and it has become one of great importance. Just 
now, without any just cause, Mr. Buffum is re
moved to make way for some one else, probably 
to gratify the eternal begging of some party back 
in Washington. Some one is appointed to the place 
who is not even a citizen of Stockton. All this is 
wrong- is unjust towards Mr. Buffum, and an out
rage upon the people of Stockton. We hope the 
citizens there will remonstrate against this act in 
the system of mal-administration. 

Alta California January 18, 1851 

Expresses 
"Berford & Co.'s Express comes through every 
night in good season by the stage, and the contents 
of the budgets are eagerly sought after. Mr. 
Bonacina, the agent, is very much liked, and de
servedly, for he is courteous and obliging. The 
steamboat line has also delivered its passengers 
early, for two days past .... " 
In a Jetter from San Jose published in the Alta January 10, 1851. 

"Expresses. Not a day or night passes that we are 
not under obligations to our friends in the Express 
business, for furnishing us with some piece of in
telligence, or bringing us newspapers and our pri
vate dispatches. We know not what else to do than 
to thank them all in a "lump", So Messrs. Adams 
& Co., Freeman & Co., Berford & Co., Gregory & 
Co., Palmer & Co., and Todd & Co., please accept 
our since acknowledgements of your kindness and 
attention. Alta California January 19, 1851 
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"New Express Line. Mr. Todd, of the well known 
Express Line of Todd & Co., will leave in the 
steamer Oregon, this afternoon, for the purpose of 
organizing a package express line between this city 
and the various settlements on the Columbia 
River." Alta California January 22, 1851 

"Berford & Co. Mr. Hackett of this express, the 
incomparable, indefatigable, 'unerring' Hackett, 
swifter than John, faster than the telegraph, outdid 
not only himself yesterday, but the Jenny Lind 
steamer also, delivering us San Jose papers earlier 
than did the polite officers of that 'nightingale' of 
the waters. Berford & Co. deserve public grati
tude for their punctuality." 

Alta California January 22, 1851 

From Nicaragua 
"Realejo, Nicargua, Dec. 24, 1850. 

Why have the steamers stopped touching at this 
port? We are cut off from our friends on all sides. 
None have been fortunate to get letters either from 
San Francisco or home. An occasional stray paper 
falls into the hands of some fortunate hombre, by 
which we learn the world still jogs on, on its own 
axletree, as usual. 

The parties here interested in the various lines 
across the country have taken a stand against each 
other, and the most deadly opposition exists. They 
have reduced the fare across to $20 - six from this 
place to Granada, which is all the land travel.. .. 

When I wrote you last we had but two hotels; 
now we have eleven..... We are free of cholera as 
yet, and the doctors think it alarmingly healthy. 

J. Mon" Alta California January27, 1851 

On February 1, 1851 the Alta contained the following infor
mation on the transportation improvements since the advent 
of steamers, entitled "Steamers in California": 

"The wonderful and almost magical growth of 
California is exhibited, as much as in any other 
manner, by the increase of the means of steam 
transportation upon our coast and rivers. Well do 
we recollect the time, scarcely two years since, 
when a journey to Sacramento City was a weari-
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some sail of six or eight days, and the only possi
bility of traveling on our coast was by a transient 
vessel that were proceeding either up or down, with 
merchandise. The [ ---] enormous rates of trans
portation were charged, and the miners and set
tlers in the country were of course obliged to pay a 
corresponding price for goods and provisions. 

A change came o'er the spirit of the dream of 
California. One fine day the steamer California 
came puffing into our harbor, cheered on by the 
loud huzzas of the people as they crowded the hills 
that overlook the bay. This was the commence
ment of steam navigation amongst us. But one 
year ago at this time there were three steamers, the 
Oregon, Panama and California, engaged in trans
porting passengers and merchandise betwen this 
port and Panama; and the idea of traveling to Or
egon in four days was then unbroached. On the 
still waters of the Sacramento, between here and 
Sacramento City, two boats, the Senator and 
McKim, made tri-weekly trips; and on the Stock
ton route not more than two small boats ran. The 
little iron steamer Fire Fly occasionally made trips 
to Santa Clara, when she was able to baffle the 
strong winds of the bay, and one or two pony pow
ers had penetrated the banks of the Sacramento and 
San Joaquin above Sacramento City and Stock
ton. 

The following is a list of the steamers at present 
engaged in the conveyance of passengers and mer
chandise upon our coast and rivers. Most of them 
are fitten up with regard to neatness and comfort -
many of them with an eye to the beautiful. 

In addition to these we are daily expecting the 
arrival of the steamers Columbia and the John C. 
Fremont, both of which belong to or will be under 
the control of the P.M.S. Company, the former to 
run regularly with the mails to Oregon, and the 
latter with the mails to San Diego and intermedi
ate points, thus relieving the large steamers from 
the annoyance of stopping in at these places. 

Thus we find at the present forty-three steam
ers running upon our rivers and coast, where one 
year ago not more than eight or ten were engaged. 
The facilities for travel and transportation have nee-
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essarily reduced the prices of merchandise among 
the miners and fanners, newspapers and letters are 
sent with speed and security, and traveling in Cali
fornia has ceased to be an arduous task. There 
will be room for more boats, but not at present. 
The wild forests of the Sacramento, San Joaquin 
and their tributaries are fast yielding to the stroke 
of the woodman's axe, and cities, towns, and vil
.lages, are springing up on the banks of these riv
ers. As facilities for travel increase, communica
tions will be more frequent, and California will 
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become a land closely united by bonds of brother
hood which cannot be broken. 

The last comment in the above article relates to the desire 
among many to partition the state, an idea especially popu
lar in Los Angeles and San Diego. A week later, on Febru
ary 7, the Alta again expounded on the importance of good 
communication in keeping the state intact: 

"Unless we are greatly mistaken the day is not 
very distant when the southern parts of this State 
will be looked upon as the most important mining 
region within it. We know it is rich in minerals. A 
certainty of frequent and rapid communication will 
therefore not only be of incalculable convenience 
and advantage to the present people and business 
of that section, but will also tend rapidly to de
velop the riches which nature has lavished there in 
the matter of precious metals. The placers discov
ered recently, between Pacheco's Pass and San 
Juan, and the rich veins near the Armagosa, are 
only the beginnings of discoveries which we doubt 
not are yet to me made. There is no finer country 
on earth than the southern section of California, 
and we hail with pleasure every undertaking to add 
to and develop its riches." 

Klamath Express 
"Express to the Klamath Mines. Mr. W.F. Mont
gomery has engaged in the express business, be
tween San Francisco and the Klamath mines, as 
well as Humboldt, Trinidad, and the Gold Bluffs . 
Mr. Montgomery is well qualified for the business, 
and we are confident will properly attend to all 
business contracted to him." 

Alta California February 9, 1851 

Elliott's Express 
"Mr. Augustus Elliott has made most ample ar
rangement for the transportation of packages from 
San Francisco to the Atlantic by every steamer. Mr. 
Elliott has also made arrangements for assisting 
families in crossing the isthmus on the most fa
vorable terms. 

Alta California February 20, 1851 
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Gold Rush Letters 

This letter was sent by one of two brothers, William and Charles Huse, to James G. Ames of 
Chicopee Village, Massachusetts. It entered the mails at San Francisco on June 1, 1850 with a postal 
rate of 40 cents. 

These men were merchants, not miners. Of particular interest is the account of the claiming of the 
"Farralones" (Farallon, Farallone, Farallones) Islands for the United States. 

Dear Sir, 

,., 
Jr.v 

I 'J ' 
> • ' ; . i:e.~ .. 

. i ''-.~ . I' 

.. :~c/ 
. ·~_fJ . 

/ 

~' 
I . 
~' 

' ,· 

San Francisco, June 1st, 1850 

We have received no later intelligence or instructions from you than was noted in our 
last letter. The goods consigned to us by you have all been sold with the exception of the 
swords, for which there is not the slightest demand. We shall send you an "account sales" 
by the next mail. We are endeavoring now to arrange our affairs in California, in snug 
form, so as to be able to leave here in the course of a month or two. We have made, since 
coming here, considerable money and also lost considerable, but nevertheless have been 
able to amass what may be considered as a handsome sum in the States. We now hold 
titles to some twenty lots of land in this city 50 varas square each (138 ft. 9 in.). Some 
350 lots are held in this city on the same titles, and, though there is little doubt about the 
entire validity of them, we have strong expectation that they will prove good. Should 
such be the case we shall be quite content with California. But apart from lands, we have 
done very well. 

You will glean all the local news from the paper which accompanies this. You will 
observe that the Indians are getting somewhat troublesome in the remote mining districts. 
It is not to be wondered at. Probably, in almost every instance, they are instigated by 
revenge for some wrong or oppression of the whites. These Indians are reported to be a 
miserable, indolent, degraded, brutish set, who act only from impulse and passion; yet, if 
dealt with in good faith and fairly treated, there is reason to suppose that they would be 
peaceable and friendly. 
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A few days ago the judiciary of San Francisco, accompanied by our sheriff, Jack 
Hays, and some disntinguished citizens took an excursion to the "Farrallones", a cluster 
of islands about 25 miles distant from the mouth of the Harbour. They forthwith took 
possession of them in the name of the United States. These islands are of no great value, 
unless it be as a site for a light-house, being barren rock rising abruptly for the ocean, and 
covered with guano to the depth of 3 or 4 feet. The sea fowl which resort there for laying 
their Eggs were so thick and so tame that it was almost impossible to step without tread
ing upon them. There were thousands of hair seals on the beach and near the islands, 
while a little further off were groups of monstrous sea lions, or walruses, with formidable 
tusks projecting downwards. One of these was shot by Col. Hays and drifted ashore. His 
weight was estimated at 2000 or 2500 lbs. 

Business is becoming rather dull in consequence of the large number that is starting 
off for the mines. Foreign miners, you will see, are subjected to a tax of 20.00 per month 
for a license to dig. This tax is utterly unjust, extortionate and illegal. The State of 
California of course can have no right to collect money from the lands of Uncle Sam. 
$20.00 is more than miners can afford to pay, for sometimes they do not clear so much in 
an whole month, and then too they cannot work more than half the time on account of the 
severity of the labor. A tax of 5 or 8 dollars they would pay, in silence, but to this large 
one they have already made open resistance in some sections. 

Please renew to your wife and family the assurances of our remembrance, and be
lieve us, truly your. 

Wm. &Chas. 

San Francisco, July 21st, 1850 

Dear Sister 
I now have the pleasure of writing you a few lines to inform you that I leave this city 

tomorrow for the mines. Our company consists of ten: Tom & J & Silas Wildes; Amasy 
Marr; John P. Leyman; Franklin Roach; Peter Kelly; F. Burton; & Jno. young. Fellows 
from Brunswick that came in the Brig Eagle. Perhaps you may think it impropper for 
going with Burton But he is steady. Here we thought it would be better for us to go up 
the river together if we did not dig together as we could get along so much cheaper. John 
P. Leyman is a going to send Jenks a draft of Clark & Sewall for $50.00 & Frank Roach 
sends one to his wife for the same amount. Tell Father they Both wished me to mention it 
in my letter for him to see one or Both of them about it so they can be on the lookout for 
it I heard a few days since that one of our Passengers was dead. His name was Dudly F. 
Robberts of Augusta, though I think he told me his mother lived in Industry. He was a 
Brother in law to George Moram and I heard he lived only a few days after he was first 
taken. He was liked by all on Board. I have been to the office a number of times but 
have not heard from you but once. I expect this is the last letter you will have from me at 
Present but you must not be discouraged but write me often. Tell Elisabeth she must 
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Excuse me for not writing as I Promised but I should be very happy to hear from her. I 
think I must send her a paper and that will have to do this time. When I come Down from 
the mines I will write to you all. 

So Good Bye for the Present, 
From your Brother, 

Aaron P. Huse 

Dear Mother 
I never enjoyed so good health in my life as I do now & hope you are enjoying the 

same blessing. I wish you would write me a good long letter & Father to & Joseph. I 
should be very Glad to find a half dozen good long letters at Arnolds & Sewalls when I 
return from the mines. I was talking with Capt. George Marston & he asked me why I 
did not write for Father to come out here. He said he thought he would do first rate but as 
he had a large family he would advise him to come. Perhaps he might do well but he is 
getting most to old to start on a voyage like this. I should like to see him very well 
indeed But I do not think in Propper for him to come. If I am as lucky as some he never 
shall want so if Marston writes to encourage him I write to discourage him. I think he 
can do well where he is. If he wants to see the Elaphant tell him to call on HE Jenks. 
John P. Leyman has sent it to him & Sile has sent the picture of the last Fire. I will send 
you something when I come from the mines. 

From your absent Son 
Aaron P. Ruse 

OLD NEWS 
Updates to California Town Postmarks 

by Oscar Thomas 

The computer bid boards that are active on 
many of the on-line services are a lot like some of 
the stream beds in California. You have to sift a 
lot of gravel to find a nugget of gold. But oh boy, 
when you do! John Williams reported that he found 
a nice little cover going from Visalia to Sacramento 
with a Paid 6 manuscript. This cover caried a 
Tulare County postmark (TUL-3310) and is sup
ported by a lot of handwriting, as it was addressed 
to the District Court Clerk in Sacramento. The 
July 15, 1857 mark makes this the earliest post

mark recorded for the town of Visalia and pushes 
the already rare manuscript mark for this town 
(TUL-3300) into a smaller time period. 

One nugget that was missed by a number of 
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collectors in an October 5th auction was an 
Alameda County cover with a Nottingham (ALA-
3160) postmark. This postmark has been known 
to a number of collectors who tried, over the years, 
to acquire it from a family that has Iitle interest in 
seeing a completed Alameda collection. This 
newly found second cover went for the opening 
bid of $300. This may be a case where an auction 
worked to the disadvantage of the seller, as sev
eral collectors have indicated to me that they would 
have paid more if this cover had been offered to 
them. 

ALA-3160 
TUL-3310 

Earliest 
21 JUL (69) 

15 JUL57 

Latest 
01 AUG 70 
23 OCT 59 
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The collecting of corner cards that carry and advertisement is growing in interest. An early one 
from California is for National Horse Liniment from O.A. Ackerly at Goodyear's Bar. I have seen a 
couple of these and would date them to the 1880 period. All are addressed as a local and carry a local 
(one-cent) rate. Changing social interest would never allow a marketing person to select a corner card 
like the example from the San Francisco barbecue in 1934- addressed to a chocolate company! Oh, for 
the good old days. 

If you have updates please send a copy to P.O. Box 504, El Toro, California 92630. If the mark is 
new or just neat, please send a color copy as it reproduces better for publication. 
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DOWNIEVILLE STAR CANCELLATIONS 
by James W. Milgram, M.D. 

There are very few fancy cancellations during 
the first decade of statehood in California. Cer
tainly the most prominent group are the various 
star designs found on mail originating at Downie
ville, Sierra County. I noticed that the dates on the 
different covers with these stars differed, so I de
cided to record the dates. This revealed that the 
stars were used sequentially, and during a particu
larperiod, only one type can be found. This helped 
in deciding how a particular cancellation device 
aged with continued usage. 

There appears to have been six different types. 
I have assigned each type a letter, A through F. I 
have rated their rarity as 

R-3 less than 5 known 
R-2 6 to 15 known 
R-1 over 15 existing 

This article will be an illustrated listing of these 
markings. At the end there will be a demonstra
tion of two additional star cancellations from dif
ferent towns, Marysville and Sacramento. 

Figure 1. Downieville Star, Type A, February 15, 1859. 

TYPE A- hollow center, thick circular rim, rarity 3 
The earliest star cancellation is also the rarest; but a single example has been seen. This cover 

(Figure 1) is the earliest dated star cancellation from Downieville, February 15, 1859. The five-pointed 
star has a fairly smooth round center (to be differentiated from the second type). This is surrounded by 
a circular rim with outer dimension of 22 mm. This rim differs from the next type marking by its 
thickness. 
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Figure 2. Downieville Star, Type B, March 2, 1859. 

TYPE B - hollow center with dot, thin circular rim, rarity 2 
This marking is perhaps the most fancy type. The center is a hollow pentagon with each side the 

straight base of one of the five points of the star. There is a central black dot, and the circular rim is 
more narrow than the Type A marking. 

The usages I have recorded fall into a narrow band of time, just the months of March, April and 
May 1859. In Figure 2 is the earliest usage, March 2, 1859. This spectacular cover shows two strikes 
of the killer on a cover paying the ten cent overland rate to the east coast with a pair and single of the 
three cent 1857 stamp and a one cent stamp, Type 4. Another cover with three strikes of the killer is 
dated March 31. Other covers are ten cent stamps with dating between March 7 andApril16, and a ten 
cent entire with a May 2 cancellation. The drawing of this marking in Volume 2 of California Town 
Postmarks 1849-1935 is inaccurate because it shows the center hollow as too small and the spokes of 
the star are too fat. The drawing ST-D41 in United States Cancellations 1845-1869 by Hubert C. 
Skinner and Amos Eno is also inaccurate in that it shows the walls of the pentagon to be separated from 
the bases of the spokes of the star; there are no clear spaces between the spokes and the one central 
space. The date 1857 refers to the stamp usage. The drawing in Simpson's U.S. Postal Markings 1851-
Q.l by Thomas J. Alexander, No. 10, page 129 does not show the circular rim of the marking. 

TYPE C - hollow star, rarity 3 
This marking is the largest star in the series (Figure 3). One arm of the star (to the right in the 

figure) is slightly larger than the others. I have three covers recorded, two of which are shown here, and 
the other a three cent entire with May 19, 1859 dating. 

The famous cover with this marking was in the E.S. Knapp collection (Figure 4). It bears two pairs 
of the three cent 1857 stamp overpaying the ten cent overland rate from California. Someone, probably 
not the postmaster, has added tiny flourishes within the hollow of the stars. I say this since another 
May 17 and a May 19 cover with the star cancel do not show the pen additions. 
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Figure 3. Downieville Star, Type C, May 17,1859. 

Figure 4. Downieville Star, Type C with manuscript additions, May 17, 1859. 
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Figure 5. Downieville Star, TypeD, early state, November 28, 1859. 

Type D - segmented star, hollow center, no rim, rarity 1 
This is certainly the most common of the stars since it was used over a fairly long period of time, 

July 1859 through July 1861. Since Downieville used a year dated town cancellation, we are able to 
date most covers with certainty. Usages on stamps and entires of both three cent and ten cent denomi
nations have been recorded. In Figure 5 is a fairly early usage, November 28, 1859, which shows the 
segmentation of each spoke from a solid pentagon which contains a hollow center. It is to be noted that 
one spoke deviates slightly to the left and there is a long right bottom leg. In 1860 I have August 29 
recorded. As the marking was used, there are strikes that show various losses of the segmentation. In 
Figure 6 is a double weight cover paying 20 cents in postage with five strikes of the star and dating that 
appears to be July 13, 1861. Some segmentation of each of the five spokes is present, but the spaces are 
more narrow and the ink runs over the spacing in places. In Alexander's book, No. 6 appears to be a late 
usage of No.9. This is mentioned in the Notes. The drawing of the star in Williams' book shows the 
spokes as too fat. They are more tapered. 

Figure 6. 
Downieville Star, 
TypeD, late state, 
July 13,1861 
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Type E - solid star, hollow center, rarity 3 

December 2000 

Figure 7. 
Downieville Star, 
TypeE, 
August 9, 1861. 

This is also one of the rare types. The only cover with a definite date is in Figure 7 with August 9, 
1861 date. Note that this is less than a month after the cover shown in Figure 6. This star is more fat 
than the others and is a different star than Type D. Note that one spoke deviates to the right (left arm in 
figure). It does seem to have been made in the same way as its immediate predecessor since faint 
segmentation is present in the right arm. The other usage, which is dated June 4- probably 1861 -
shows only a solid star on a three cent 1857 stamp. It is possible that two different stars overlapped 
usage in 1861. 

Type F - crisscross star, rarity 3 

Figure 8. 
Downieville Star, 
TypeF, 
October 15, 1861. 

This is the only star found on stamps of the 1861 issue. It appears to be fairly scarce. In Figure 8 
is the earliest usage, October 15 - presumably 1861 - on ten cent 1860 entire, still acceptable for 
postage in California. The drawings in Skinner and Eno's book, ST-0 40, and the drawing in Williams' 
show a very symmetric star; in reality the arms are of different length. One usage with two copies of 
the one cent stamp, a three cent stamp, and a ten cent stamp of 1861 series pays the fifteen cent rate to 
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Figure 9. Downieville Star, Type F, late stage, May 1, 1862. 

Canada. The dating is April 28, 1862. The marking is also known on an off-cover copy of the 30 cent 
1857 stamp. In Figure 9 is a late usage on a cover with 15 cents in postage and many strikes of the star, 
dating of May 1, 1862. It shows the deterioration of the killer when compared to Figure 8, and earlier 
dating. 

Figure 10. Downieville Star TypeD, JUL 4, 1861 on western patriotic WP-32. 
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Figure 11. Marysville, blue Star, February 4, (1858). 

Star Cancellations from Other California Cities 
In Figure 11 is one of the Marysville stars. This marking is always struck in blue and is accompa

nied on all covers I have seen with the "MARYSV~E CAL. PAID BY STAMPS" variety of the town 
cancellation, Williams' YUB-870. The marking has a late dating of October 19; 1858. Alexander 
shows this star as shaded on the left side of the spokes. This appears to be the case in Figure 11 too. 

In Figure 12 is an auction photograph of a cover bearing a large black star with accompanying 
"SACRAMENTO CITY Cal DEC 2 1858". It also shows another example of the Downieville Type B 
star (April 16, 1859 dating). This marking is quite complicated with the right half of each spoke 
shaded and the left clear space. 

Both of these large stars appear to predate any of the Downieville stars. Thus it is not unreasonable 
to speculate that they may have provided some stimulus for the Downieville postmaster to use star 
cancellations. With the exception of one geometric cancel with hearts, also from Marysville, star 
cancellations are the only fancy cancellations found during the 1851-1861 period from California. 

Figure 12. Sacramento City, black Star, December 2,1858. 
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"ACCEPTED FOR AIR MAIL DELIVERY" 
from Robert J. Chandler 

December 2000 

Bob Chandler found this early air mail cover ably applied in San Francisco and postmarked upon 
in the archives of the Wells Fargo Bank. It was delivery On the back was typed "ACCEP1ED 
sent airmail in October 1919 with a free frank from FOR AIR MAll.. DELIVERY" and entered as no. 
a member of the House of Representatives, Julius 42. Note the name "Wm. Mitchell" under US 
Kahn to I.W. Hellman, Jr. of the Union Trust Com- ARMY AIR SERVICE and the signature of Major 
pany in San Francisco. The 2¢ stamp was prob- E.R. Haslett . 

.,;'• 
•, 

- ~.~ 

SAN FRANCISCO . . $ 
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Contents of the letter 
sent by Rep. Julius 
Kahn by airmail to San 
Francisco in 1919. 

Isais W. Hellman Jr. headed 
the Union Trust Company, the 
state-chartered affiliate of Wells 
Fargo Nevada National Bank. He 
sent a reply that is also saved for 
us (see below). Mr. Hellman 
points out that even marked 
"RUSH", the letter took 11 days 
in transit- hardly an improvement 
over the regular mails which 
could deliver a coast-to-coast let
ter by fast train in just five days. 

Hon Julius Kahn, 
% House of Representatives 

Washington D.C. 

My dear Julius: 

December 2000 
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Jar. 1. \V. Ire l.l.!nen, Jr. , 
Union Truat Compaey-, 
San Fl:'ancilleo, Calif'. 

lfy dear Frielld: 

· GBEBTillGSl 

I Eebrace the opportunity of sending 
this message b;1 airplane. 

l hope that be:fore another year shaJ.J. have 
passed airpl&~e mail service will be pe=ently es
tabliShed between San Franei seo 8Jid lifew York. 

Let me also express the hope that you are 
en,1oyi.Dg the blessings of good bea.l th. 

Sincerely your friend, 

Jil:<ltVO. 

October 18th, 1919 

I am this morning in receipt of your favor of the 6th instant, which was accepted for 
aerial delivery at 10:05 a.m., on October 7th and was evidently carried out here on the aeroplane 
of Major Haslett. It is marked "Air Service- Rush" and took eleven days to get here. 

I want to thank you for thinking of me, but, honestly, rotten as is our usual mail 
service, and you know that I am not an admirer of your friend Mr. Burleson or of his business 
ability, this does not look as if aerial service was likely, in the near future, to cut down very 
much the time for letters between Washington and the metropolis of the Pacific Coast. 

With kindest regards to you and Mrs. Kahn, I am, Yours Sincerely 
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Postmasters Did it Too 
by William W. Sammis 

Postmasters, not unlike other citi
zens, relied on private express compa
nies to transport nonletter material in 
the 1850s. In 1857 the postmaster of 
Bradford, Maine had inquired as to the 
procedure for having a draft delivered 
to California. The reply was sent in a 
letter written on August 8th, 1857 
which was enclosed in a cover 
handstamped at Bangor, Maine1 on Au
gust 1Oth and marked "Free "2• 

The contents of this letter nicely 
demonstrates the cooperation between 
express lines necessary to stretch re
gional service into a transcontinental 
network. 

1.) Bradford is located approximately 22 
miles north of Bangor. 
2.) Free mail privileges were applied to in
coming mail for postmasters as well as to 
their outgoing letters. Therefore, this letter 
could have been from a private citizen and 
not necessarily from an employee of the Post 
Office Department. 
3.) The Hodgman, Carr & Company Bangor 
Express was formed in 1854 through the 
merger of Hodgman & Company's Boston & 
Bangor Express with Carr's Bangor Express. 
It utilized the steamer "Daniel Webster" on 
the Penobscot River. 

In May of 1857, well prior to this letter 
being written, Hodgman, Carr & Company 
was consolidated into the Eastern Express 
Company. F.H. Hodgman remained at the 
Bangor office. For almost ten years after this 
consolidation the companies involved con
tinued to use their original company names. 
It is therefore not surprising that the writer 
referred to the Hodgman, Carr & Company 
and not the Eastern Express Company. 

Bangor Aug 81 57 
I made the inquiry at the Express office of Hodgeman 
(sic) & Carr3 as you requested, and they say you can pur
chase a draft in Boston of Wells Fargo & Co. at par on 
California and they would charge you .75¢ for doing the 
business I you send them the money I give the directions 
and they will attend to it etc. 

(to) T.R. Kingsbury very (truly yours?) 
Bradford 

G. Davis 
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The Wells Fargo Covers of Gold Hill and Silver City, Utah 
by Richard V. Wyman 

Figure 1. Gold Hill. 

Wells Fargo covers of Gold Hill and Silver City, 
Utah are described in Leutzinger's "Hand Stamps 
ofWells Fargo & Co." as type 4-1 (page 94). Inas
much as both Utah and Nevada had post offices of 
these names, the origin of these Wells Fargo hand 
stamps was not clearly described. 

The cover shown in Figure 1, Gold Hill, Utah, 
must be from what became Gold Hill, NEVADA, 
on the Comstock Lode. The discovery at Vrrginia 
City was preceded by the discovery of gold at Gold 
Hill, two miles south. At that time these two min
ing camps were in Carson County, Utah Territory. 
Nevada Territory was not formed until July 11, 
1861. The cover in Figure 1 is a stamped enve
lope with Scott U-27, which was used by the Post 
Office in 1860-61. The type 4-1 Wells Fargo Ex
press hand stamp and stamped envelope correspond 
exactly to the history of what was being used in 
western Nevada. Gold Hill (city) was laid out in 
1859 and had a population of 600 in the 1860 cen
sus. 

In contrast, gold was frrst discovered at Gold 
Hill in western Tooele County in what is now the 
state of Utah in 1892. It did not have a post office 
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until1911, and its "boom" years were 1916to 1924. 
It was far from any Wells Fargo route. 

The Silver City, Utah hand stamp shown in 
Figure 2 has a similar story. Silver City (now Ne
vada) was actually discovered earlier than the 
Comstock and was on the principal freight road 
from Vrrginia City to the Carson River. A post 
office was established in May 1860, and in the 
census of that year it had 594 people. It too was in 
Carson County, Utah Territory. 

The cover shown with the Wells Fargo Silver 
City, Utah hand stamp is ori a stamped envelope 
with Scott U-35 (1861) clearly dating this cover 
as being used prior to July 11, 1861 when Nevada 
Territory was formed. 

In contrast, Silver City, now in the State of 
Utah, was formed in 1871 in the Tintic District. 
Although Wells Fargo might have served this town, 
the stamped envelope would not have been used 
that late. 

Confusion arises because of the several 
changes in the borders of Utah Territory as shown 
by the map in Figure 3. 
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Figure 2. Silver City. 

Figure 3. 

A- Gold Hill,Utah Terr.(now Nevada) 
B~ Silver City,Utah Terr.(now Nevada) 
A Gold Hill,Utah 
B' Silver City,Utah 

References: 
Carr, Stephen L. The Historical Guide to Utah Ghost 

Towns, Western Epics, Salt Lake City, Utah,1974. 
Harris, Robert P. Nevada Postal Histozy, Bonanza Press, 

Santa Cruz, California. 1973. 
Leutzinger, John F. The Handstamos of Wells Fargo & 

!&. Western Cover Society, 1993. 
Lord, Eliot. Comstock Mining and Miners. USGS, 

Monograph IV, 1883. 
Paher, Stanley W. Nevada Ghost Towns and Mining 

Camps. Howell-North Books, Berkeley CA, 1970. 
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MAIL FROM HAWAII 
Part 4 - Hilo's Cancels 

by Randall E. Burt 

Figure 1. Hilo Customs Collectors Benjamin Pitman and John Coney used their oval COUECTORS OFFICE 
seal to cancel mail before and after August 1859. Cover from Rev. David Lyman, principal of the Hilo Boys' 
Boarding School to his son at Clover Ranch, Ka'u. 

The Custom House Seal 
As the collector of customs and ex-officio post

master, Benjamin Pitman used his custom house 
oval seal to cancel the postage stamps on mail that 
passed through the post office in his general store. 
That oval handstamp tied many of the plain bor
dered interisland numerals to covers sent during 
the 1859 to 1865 period when those and other is
sues were current. Examples of that oval custom 
house seal used on one of the early numerals is 
shown as figures 1, 2 and 3. Black ink lines and 
other manuscript cancels were used during the 
years 186.1 to 1864. 

Hilo's Three Obliterators 
First was the oval "Paid" (1860-66), followed 

by two types of the circle "H" (1869-7 5) and the 
square grid (1866-82). The square grid, a series of 
diagonal lines, was in use for about sixteen years, 
making it one ofHilo's most collectable strikes on 
the postal issues of Hawaii. See figures 4 and 5. 
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Postmaster Severance recalled its use from 
December 1870 as he began a 30+ years postal 
career in Hilo. In his August 20, 1895 note to Tho
mas G. Thrum, Honolulu publisher, Severance 

Figure 2. The most complete,legible strike of the Hilo Cus
toms House handstamp in black; a single oval44 x 27 mm. 
COllECTOR'S OFFICE I HILO, HAWAII in serifed capi
tals with dividing ornament. Used at the Hilo post office to 
cancel mail from 1859. Its primary purpose for use on rev
enue documents sold to visiting whaling and merchant ves
sels. The hands tamp was provided by the Collector General 
of Customs, Honoluu. 
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Figure 3. Partial Impressions (Meyer-Harris 211) 
"COLLECTOR'S OFFICE I HJLO, HAWAII" with dividing 
ornament in oval on two plain bordered nwnerals current 
from August 1859 to 1865. The one cent may be a type 2, 
plate A-IX; the two cent a type 3, plate E-X. See J.F. 
Westerberg's Platine the Hawaiian Numerals. 
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enclosed a sample sheet with three impressions of 
the square grid cancel. His note to Thrum reads as 
follows: 

"Enclosed find impression of the only can
celling stamp used in the Hilo post office since 
I have had charge, viz. from December 1870. 
We have done the most of our cancelling with 
the regular date stamp." 

Figure 6 is a copy of the grid cancel impres
sions enclosed to Thrum. 

Figure 4. A manuscript 
"HIW" cancelled this 
two-cent stamp which 
also received an oval 
"PAID" handstamp that 
tied it to the cover 
addressed to Punahou, 
Oahu. 

. /&~ .~ A~a~ · 
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.. 

Figure 5. The "Hilo" ms is overlaid with their square grid cancel on an 1864 two-cent 
adhesive affixed to a folded letter to Honolulu. 

// 
./ 
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Figure 6. The enclosed leaflet of the square grid formed by 
nine diagonal lines sent to Thrum by Hilo Postmaster Sever
ance on August 20,1895. Shown actual size. 

Notes on the Hilo Town Cancels 
From August 1859 when the interisland post

age stamps were fust placed on sale, postmaster 
cancelled those stamps with a pen stroke, their ini
tials or by writing the name of the post office loca
tion on the stamps. During the years 1859 to 1862 
the postmasters/collectors at Lahaina and Hilo used 
their custom house seal to cancel the stamps on 
letters sent through their offices. See Table 1. 

Postmaster Alvah K. Clark explained his re
luctance to provide town cancel date stamps to is
land postmasters in his letter to C.S. Bartow at 
Lahaina on January 17, 1860. Clark's letter reads 
as follows: 

"I have not ordered a stamp for Lahaina as I 
am unv.jlling on uncertainties to incur any ex
pense that may be useless. It is a question 
whether the coming legislature will continue 
the postage law. If it is abolished, stamps of 
any kind will be of no use. If they continue 
the law, I will procure a stamp for Lahaina at 
once." 

Postmaster Bartow was replaced by Treadway 
in 1861. It was in August 1862 when Clark finally 
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sent the Lahaina post office their first regular town 
cancel circular date stamp to cancel the stamps on 
letters. The Hilo postmaster may have continued 
to use their custom house seal until1865. 

Several early letters between the Postmaster 
General and Postmaster Severance from the 1870s 
discussed various problems with the Hilo town 
cancel rubber or metal hand stamps used on mail. 
Notes on the Hilo cancellers extracted from that 
correspondence follows. 

From General Post Office, comer of Bethel and 
Merchant Streets in Honolulu, First Clerk for the 
Postmaster General I.B. Peterson wrote Severance 
on August 21, 1876 in response to his request for a 
P.O. Stamp. His note reads as follows: 

"Your favor, with reference to types for your 
P.O. Stamp is at hand, & I have ordered them 
made, to go up by first opportunity after they 
are done. They are expensive and should be 
taken good care of." 

On September 8, 1876 Peterson wrote Sever
ance in reference to his stamp. That note reads as 
follows: 

"I find it difficult to get the types cut with
out having the Stamp. So, please send it as 
soon as convenient that Mr. Laek may have 
the exact measurements to work by." . 

A month later, on October 9, Peterson wrote 
Severance again about his P.O. Stamp as follows: 

"Your favor of 24th Sept. came to hand with 
samples of type for P.O. Stamp. I have suc
ceeded in getting some printers types which 
may have to be trimmed before using - & send 
them by this conveyance. 

Hoping they will be satisfactory. 
Was disappointed not to receive your P.O. 

ale per (stmr) KILAUEA." 
On June 26, 1879 Severance acknowledged 

receipt of a new cancelling stamp by writing: "The 
new stamp came duly to hand - an improvement." 

Severance wrote PMG F. Wundenberg on No
vember 4, 1886 about his cancelling stamp. His 
note reads: "My stamp is broken down and I send 
it down for repairs - please have it fixed as soon as 
possible." 
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D. Manaku, Asst. PMG, wrote Severance on 
November 20, 1887 about his brass stamping out
fit, and damaged rubber type. His note reads as 
follows: 

"I return you by today's mail your damaged 
rubber types - as we have no assorted rubber 
figures on hand at present. For the year 1887 
- I think your Brass Stamping outfit would 
answer for the balance of the year. However, 
I would look up again the figures wanted." 

Two years later Severance sent his stamp in 
forrepairs again. His note of September 21, 1888 
to Wundenberg reads as follows: 

"Many thanks for the new scale. I will keep 
one of the old ones which I have fixed - I send 
down my rubber stamp by mail this week and 
hope you will have something done to it so 
that it will be more legible .... " 

D. Manaku, Asst. PMG, wrote Severance on 
September 24, 1888 in response to his note dated 
September 21: "Your rubber stamp has received 
attention & will be forwarded by today's mail." 
Three days later Severance wrote Wundenberg 
"many thanks for the new stamp." 

Four years later Severance appealed to 
Wundenberg for a new cancelling stamp. His Feb
ruary 4, 1891 request reads as follows: 

"Yours of 30th ulto. is at hand- I am very 
sure that I sent all the types down at the same 
time I sent the Stamp- If you can't fit up the 
old Stamp, can't you send me a new rubber 
Stamp for cancelling, etc.?" 

Severance mentioned the lost type again on 
February 15, 1891 when he wrote PMG Wunden
berg as follows: 

"I am at a loss to know what has become of 
those type as Jim says he did the whole thing 
up in one bundle and sent them down and we 
can't fmd any signs of them around the Post 
Office .... 

"Please don't fail to send me another stamp 
per return Stmr as I find it very inconvenient 
stmr days with only one stamp at just the time 
the rush for Postal Orders comes - The stamp 
is needed making up the mail, etc." 

On February 25, 1891 Severance again refers 
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to the missing stamp canceller in a note to PMG 
Wundenberg: 

"I cannot find that old stamp. It may have 
got thrown away, as it was all broken and use
less. I have had two in all - of those circular 
pieces. I think it would be a good plan to send 
to Cal for several. In the meantime I will get 
along as well as I can in the money order dept. 
with the letters and figures only." 

On March 3, 1891 Wundenberg responded to 
Severance's note ofFebruary 25 on the rubber rings 
for his hand stamp. His note reads as follows: 

"Yours of the 25th inst. is at hand. I will 
send by this (stmr) "AUSTRALIA" for the 
rubber ring for your date stamp. Sometime 
back I sent for two extra rings for each office. 
There were two for Hilo & the old one you 
must have had at the time would be three. I 
find one left for all the other offices & in some 
cases two, but none for Hilo & can not imag
ine what has become of them unless they have 
been sent to you." 

Post Office Stamps from Klinker's Catalogue 
On April 15, 1895 Severance's clerk A.E. 

Sutton wrote Chris Holt, a clerk in the "Wants" 
Department G.P.O. about post office hand stamps. 
His letter reads as follows: 

"Replying to your letter of the 11th regard
ing kind and size of stamps required for this 
office, I would suggest for cancelling purposes 
a strong metal stamp similar to the one on page 
148 in Klinker's Catalogue "Style A" (with ink 
and pad for metal stamp), also a stamp for 
"M.O.B." something like the cut on page 149, 
"Style D.17" and a numbering stamp (forreg
istered letters &c) page 84 "Style No. 1". 

"Please send me 2 ordinary "Cancelled" 
Stamps as soon as possible, as the ones now 
in use are used up." 

Holt received his request on April 19 and an
swered four days later. His response was not found. 

Severance wrote PMG Oat on August 1, 1895 
about a new cancelling stamp that "does not work 
very well, don't know exactly what the trouble is, 
but it is illegible and indistinct." 
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Figure 7. A two-cent 1864 adhesive is t.ied by the Hilo grid cancel on this Feburary 17, 1868 
letterwiththecds "HILO P.O. I HAWAIIAN-ISLANDS I FEB I 17" senttoS. Lyman,Kau,Hawaii. 

The Square Grid Cancel Recalled 
Almost a month after Severance sent Thrum 

samples of his old square grid cancel, PMG Oat 
recalled that hand stamp in his September 16, 1895 
letter to Severance. Oat wrote as follows: 

"Please discontinue the use of the present 
cancelling stamp in your office ~ and use 
your dating stamp for that purposebntil such 
time as I can procure a new cancelling stamp. 
Return the old one to this office. 

"SS MONOWAI for San Francisco is now 
off port." 

Hilo's Cancelling Stamp from ABN Co. 
Postmaster General Oat sent an order for a dat

ing stamp and a seal to the American Bank Note 
Company in New York on January 29, 1897. Oat 
acknowledged their receipt on June 1, noted his 
satisfaction and placed another order. His request, 
which included a cancelling stamp for Hilo, reads 
as follows: 

"I would now request that you forward an
other Dating stamp for this office same as 
sample sent (Honolulu H.I.) with this differ
ence, we do not wish the canceller attached. 

"Also are Dating and cancelling stamp com
bined, viz - Hilo. Hawaii." 

Oat could possibly have received the new can-
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ceiling stamps from New York in October or No
vember 1897. 

Stamping Clerk Made a Mistake 
Severance admitted that a mistake was made 

in stamping some of their mail wrong before it was 
sent to Honolulu when he wrote to PMG Oat on 
May 24, 1900. His note reads as follows: 

"Yours of the 22nd is at hand (in re) the 
Stamping. Our boy made a mistake in fixing 
his stamp. We detected it, but not in time to 
correct all the letters. I have no recollection 
of the rough blank book. We gave the boy 
such a wig gin that I think he will remember in 
future to test his Stamp before putting it on 
letters. 

"Allow me to congratulate you upon your 
appointment as P.M.G. of Hawaii?" 

Steel Cancellers 
In addition to rubber circular date stamps with 

moveable type sent to Hilo, another four different 
steel cancellers also went to Hilo during the 1866-
1895 period. Honolulu gunsmith Thomas Tannatt 
charged the Honolulu post office for a steel stamp 
made in May 1866. The Hilo post office used it 
with three different killers to May 1879. See fig
ures 7, 8 and 9. 
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Figure 8. Sent via Hilo to Lahaina/una, the postmaster at the first post office on Hawaii to handle this cover 
used a pen cncel on the stamp which paid the two-cent per half ounce or less interisland rate. The date May 131 
75 was written at left. Hawaii's earliest steel circular date stamp which reads "HJLO P.O. I MAY I 13 I HAWAI
IAN-ISLANDS" has worn off the crossbar in the "H" of H ilo with heavy use from 1866 to 1879. (Davey 242.13) 

Another steel canceller with a duplex killer at
tached is recorded used from December 1886 to 
April 1890. A third is known used from August 
1895 to December 1899 and a fourth from March 
1900 to well after July 1900. See figures 10 
through 16. 

Reference numbers listed with the cancels are 
from those listed and described by William J. 
Davey and the Meyer-Harris study and in the town 
cancel studies developed by Edward Burns, as 
listed in the sources at the end of this review. 

Steamship Cancels 
Davey observed that the scarce Hawaiian Mail 

Service cancels he had for the years 1885 and 1886 
were from the steamers W.G. HAU, IWALANI and 
PLANTER. Figures 17 and 18 are a few examples 
of these ship cancels affixed by the purser of the 
respective steamship line. 

The Perforating Canceller 
Several postmasters on the island of Hawaii 

reported the use of postage stamps a second time · 
to send mail. Davey mentioned it in his 1939 ar
ticle. To prevent certain groups from using Ha
waiian postage stamps again, after the ink was 
washed off, PMG Brickwood, in 187 6, devised a 
unique way to perforate the stamps to have the ink 
soak the stamp and cut the stamp at the same time. 
Davey described the perforating canceller as fol
lows: 

"Three small holes were punched in the form 
of a triangle, the size of each hole being 1 1/2 mm. 
This form of cancelling was in use about twelve 
months, specimens are not easy to fmd." 

These small holes are inside concentric rings. 
An example is shown in Figure 9. William Evans 
illustrated and discussed these scarifying cancel
lers in two short articles in the Collector's Club 
Philatelist in 1922. 
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Figure 9. Three covers with the (Davey 242.13) "HILO P.O. I_ I HAWAIIAN-ISLANDS" cancel showing JUL 
1, JUL 21 and DEC 27, the last two in 1878. Center cover square grid ties stamp. Note cross bar in "H" of 
"HIW P.O." missing in steel cancel used 1866-1879. 
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Figure 10. On a two-cent co~e~ to Honolulu the (Davey 238.02) cancel "POST OFFICE I NOV 14 11880 I 
HIW, H.!." and a "HONOLULU I NOV 18 /H./." strike. Two postcards sent in 1884 to the PMG Honolulu and 
to the Rev. Lorenzo Lyons, Waimea, Hawaii. 
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Figure 11. A five-cent preprinted envelope cut square with Hilo strike on DEC I 2 I 1886 and four circle target 
attached. Two one-cent postcard cut squares and a five-cent cover to Salem, Oregon with the (Davey 235.02) 
"HIW I _I HAWAJI." and attached target. The cover, dated JAN 13111889, reached Honolulu on February 2. 

J$awaiian ~onfal $crvi~t. 

Figure 12b. On a letterhead sent to PMG Hill is the circular date stamp with no side ornaments "HILO, I 
JUN 1811891 HAWAJI." and at left a "HONOLULU I JUN 112118911 H./." circular date stamp. 
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Figure 12a. In blue, maybe the earliest useof(Davey282.011) "HIW, I NOV I 19 I 1889 I HAWAII."with ray 
side ornaments on various covers; an impression from a letter sent to the PMG on JAN I 23 I 1890, and on 
DEC I 7 I 1889. 
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Figure 13. The new Hilo canceller was used on correspondence to Honolulu registry clerk George L. 
Desha in March 1895. Two outer rings encircle the date in three lines. Hilo's First Clerk Albert E. 
Sutton composed and wrote this letter that he signed for Severance to request a tracer action be initi
ated by the Honolulu General Post Office for a registered package sent to San Francisco . 
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Figure 14. From a letter Severance sent to Honolulu, the HIW I MAR 125 I ? I HAWAII. has two outer 
rings with the indistinct date in his new canceller. The year 1895 shows near the "H" of Hawaii in the 
HONOLULU I HAWAII strike. Registry Clerk George L. Desha would become Hilo's next postmaster 
by 1905. 
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Figure 15. Addressed to F.S. Lyman, Hilo, this two-cent preprinted envelope received the (Davey 
281.01) "HILO I FEB I 14 I 1892 I HAWAII." STRIKE. After three years of wear on the outer ring, a 
break shows above the "H" in Hilo in the JUN I 29 I 1895 strike that ties a two-cent stamp to a cover 
sent to Hobron Drug Co., Honolulu. 
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Figure 16. Addressed to HobronDrug Co., Honolulu, this cover received the (Davey 271.035) HILO I 
FEB.l7.961 HAWAII cancel with diamond side ornaments on each side of the date inside the rings. A 
socked-on-the-nose impression ties a two-cent stamp at upper right; the same impression is in the 
center of a block of four of the one cent stamp dated FEB. 1-96. 
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Figure 17. Davey 366 withams. Keanae, Maui cancel on a two-cent Kalakaua stamp, a clear strike of 
the STMR. KILAUEA HOU. I JUL I 1811884 I HAWAIIAN MAIL SERVICE. and a HONOLULU I JUL I 
19 receiving cds on a cover to Punahou, Oahu. 
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Figure 18. Davey 365 on two covers. The first, a two-cent pre-printed envelope has the STMR. W.G. HALL I 
JAN I 2711886 I HAWAIIAN MAIL SERVICE. cds on a KEALAKEKUA cds of the same day. The other to A .F. 
Judd has the HONOLULU I OCT 11118861 HJ. cds with a two-cent Kalakaua stamp tied by a STMR. W.G. 
HALL cds the same day. 

Correction: In the last installment of pp. 40 and 41 the 
stamps Whitney sent were D.Ql "missionaries"; the reference 
should have been to "Boston engraved" stamps. The author 
apologizes for any confusion. 
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Table 1. Town Cancels of Hilo 

Davey number I Period of use 

211 Aug. 1859 -May 1865 

242.13 May 1866- May 1879 

238.02 Oct. 1879 -July 1894 

281.01 (I) Aug. 1885- May 1889 

281.01 (II) June 1891 -Jan. 1895 

Notes 

Oval "Collector's Office, I Hilo, Hawaii" 
in serifed capitals with a dividing ornamental 
line. 

Honolulu jeweler Thomas Tannatt made this 
steel stamp in May 1866. Example" 
HILOP.O./FEB/17 /HAWAIIAN-ISLANDS 

Single outer circle. Example: 
POST OFFICE I HILO, H.I. I NOV I 3 I 1880; 
also used on revenue documents since Hilo 
as a Postal Money Order office was authorized 
to take acknowledgments to labor contracts. 

Three varieties noted. Inner circle measures 
18 mm. diameter; serifed town letters are 
3.5 mm. high 

Inner circle measures 17.5 mm. diameter 
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Table 1. Town Cancels of Hilo 

Davey number I Period of use Notes 

235.02 

282.011 

253.03 

281.01 (ill) 
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Dec. 1886- April1890 Steel stamp; duplex cancel with killer. 
Example: HILO, I JAN I 31 I 1889 I HAWAII/ . 

.AiiijfF.~single outer circle. 

Nov. 1889- Oct. 1899 

Aug. 1894- Jan. 1897; 
Jan. 1899- Feb. 1899 

Dec. 1894- Jan. 1896 

Two outer circles; rays in side ornaments; 
an inner circle encloses date. 

Example: HILO, I NOV I 19 I 1889 I HAWAII. 

Wavy line on thinner, inner most outer circle; 
no breaks in outer circle; no clogging; 
overall cleaner look from late 1894. Serifs 
on thinner letters for HILO, block letters for 
HAWAII. 

Example: HILO, I MAR I 4 I 1895 I HA WAil. 
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271.035 

235.01 

253.01 

255.01 

271.03 

December 2000 

Table 1. Town Cancels of Hilo 

., 
. . , '. :- .. 

·. '.~~· 

... , ... 

Aug. 1895 -Dec. 1899 

Jan. 1897- March 1900 

March 1899- June 1900 

June 1899 - May 1900 

Jan. 1900- March 1900 

March 1900- July 1900 

Notes 

Steel stamp; one inner and one outer circle 
around town name with diamond shaped 
side ornaments enclose date on one line. 

Example: Hll..O /HAWATI/FEB.17.96. 

A .5 mm. space separates letters. 
Hilo measures 13.5 mm. in length. 

A 1.0 mm. space separates letters; Hilo 
measures 16 mm. in length; often seen with 
a killer cancel. 

Differentfrom253.01; not listed by John K. Bash 

Compare with 253.03, which may have 
become worn with heavy use and deterioration 
from age and using the wrong ink that eroded 
the rubber. 

Steel stamp. 
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ACROSS THE SOUTHERN OVERLAND ROUTE 

The following description of a stage trip across the southern overland route in e~rly 1~61 was written 
by William A. January, co-editor of the Placerville Mountain Democrat and publlshed zn that paper on 
April13, 1861. 

NOTES OF TRAVEL 
by our Junior 

Fort Stockton, Texas, 
March 8th, 1861 

D.W. Gel wicks: tion belonged honestly to that class of liquids, and 
Dear Dan: Before leaving San Francisco, I that to call it "coffee" was a vile, slander on that 

purchased a book and pencils for the purpose of delicious beverage. I trust you will not think me 
taking notes of travel, but when once on the road I over-fastidious or particular in regard to my "fod
found it utterly impossible to do so, for the reason der," for I am not, but on the contrary can feed on 
that I could not write while the coach was under the plainest grub with as much relish as any one 
way, and the stoppages for changing teams, &c., and grow fat (!) on what a squeamish appetite 
did not afford the time. As a consequence, I am would starve; but I feel indignant when I seen good 
destitute of the material for the letters I had prom- things, the "fat of the land," spoiled in the cook
ised myself to write you concerning the trip and ing, and were I an autocrat I would punish bad 
country through which I have passed, and must cookery as a capital offense. 
needs content myself with giving you the few Almost the entire distance from Thorp's to-San 
vague impressions which have been retained by a Jose our road passed through one of the most beau
not over-tenacious memory. tiful and productive valleys that I ever beheld, most 

We left San Francisco at a few minutes past 12 of which is under cultivation by American farm
o'clock on Monday the 18th of February, in a Con- ers. Frequently, however, we found the bridges 
cord wagon, drawn by a spanking team of horses, across the little streams washed away, and the road 
and filled with passengers, three on a seat, all of almost impassable on account of the black mud in 
whom, except Mr. A. Roman, of San Francisco, which the fore wheels of the coach often sank to 
and myself, were way-passengers; but among them · the hub, and we consequently did not travel at rail 
I was delighted to find our townsman Mr. T.C. road speed. 
Nugent and his amiable young wife, who traveled Thirty miles from San Francisco we came to 
with us as far as San Jose. Redwood City, where we again changed horses. 

We left San Francisco by the San Bruno Tum- Redwood City -- what a misnomer! This delec
pike, (built by our friend Mr. F. A. Bishop), a splen- table collection of shanties should be called "Black 
didly constructed road but somewhat rough in con- Mud City," for there is almost "nothing else" to be 
sequence of the late heavy rains,- and arrived at seen within its limits. In fact, the passengers had 
Thorp's station, 14 miles from the city, at a little to walk through the City, so heavy were the roads. 
after 2 o'clock, where we dined and changed horses. We passed through Santa Clara after dark, and ar
Here my troubles commenced. The dinner was rived at San Jose between 8 and 9 o'clock, so that 
wretched, -- cold and sloppy; the coffee, as they 1 can say nothing of either of these places. Here 
called it, bearing no resemblance in flavor or color we lost the company of Mr. and Mrs. Nugent. We 
to the delicious beverage you and I are so fond of changed our coach for a smaller one and with five 
and always have at home. I never drank dish-wa- passengers inside and the conductor, road agent 
ter, but am convinced that the muddy fluid in ques- and driver on the box, at 9 o'clock we left San Jose 

Page44 



Western Express 

at full gallop on our long and tiresome journey. 
We took supper at midnight 21 miles from San Jose, 
and on starting wrapped ourselves in our blankets 
to woo as best we could the gentle god of sleep. 
The deity proved coy and deigned us little atten
tion that night. I could feel his gentle approach 
and would flatter myself that soon I would be 
locked in his soft embrace, when the wheels of the 
coach would come into sharp collision with a stone 
or rut, and away he'd fly, leaving me to rub my 
eyes and bruised limbs till morning. There was no 
such thing as sleep for me that night; yet, in the 
morning, I felt as fresh and hearty as if I had re
posed on the best patent spring bed, and wished 
only for a substantial breakfast to render me cor
poreally perfectly comfortable. Much of the coun
try until we reached Joaquin and Kings River val
leys, was little better than a vast arid desert, which 
in the summer time would not afford sustenance 
for a grass hopper, and for which six bits per square 
league would be an enormous price. Yet there were 
occasional ranches, with large herds of stock, -
the latter being taken to distant valleys for sum
mer grazing. The Joaquin and King's River val
leys contain much fine land, but as yet they are 
comparatively wild and unimproved, and to me, 
seemed far behind our hillsides in old El Dorado 
in agricultural worth and productiveness. We 
passed through the King's River country and Visalia 
after night, and I can, therefore, say but little about 
it, except that the roads were exceedingly rough 
and we were all bumped and jolted to our heart's 
content. 

We arrived at Los Angeles at 4 1/2 o'clock P.M., 
on Thursday the 21st. I had promised to write from 
this place to my wife and advise her of my health 
and as to how I stood the trip; but, man proposes 
and God disposes. I obtained pen, ink and paper, 
and essayed what would have been a pleasant duty, 
but my fingers were so benumbed by the cold wind 
through which we had been riding all day, that I 
found it impossible to write, and had to content 
myself with scribbling a few lines on a card, which 
I enclosed in an envelope and a gentleman stand
ing by addressed it for me -- I could not -- and my 
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rrrst letter was dispatched. We left Los Angeles at 
5 o'clock, having on board, Mr. Roman,_ Mr. F.A. 
Cox, of Santa Cruz, and myself, "through passen
gers," Mr. Crandall, of Placetville, bound to San 
Felipe, 150 miles on the road, the road agent, con
ductor and driver. Our team was good and we 
skimmed over the splendid road at the rate of seven 
or eight miles an hour, through a magnificent plain, 
dotted with large herds of cattle, sheep .and horses, 
which extended with little interruption to the Colo
rado Desert, a distance of near 170 miles. About 
100 miles from Los Angeles we came to Temecula, 
a settlement ofPuebla Indians, who have made con
siderable progress in the arts of civilization. They 
cultivate the soil, and have herds of horses, sheep 
and cattle. They are said to be a virtuous, happy 
and prosperous community, and seemed to me to 
come nearly up to the Mexican rancheros in their 
agricultural and social progress. Their apparently 
prosperous and happy condition gave me much 
pleasure, when I compared it with the idle and dis
solute life of our El Dorado county aboriginees. 
Were they only a little Americanized they would 
occupy an enviable position, in comparison with · 
many races of the human family, who are better 
known to the world. Here we took dinner at a trad
ing post kept by one Magee, (no kin to our friend 
Sam.) We remained here an hour, and after our 
arrival a sheep was brought in from the herd, 
slaughtered and dressed a portion of his. loin served 
up for dinner! Quick work, that. Magee gave us a 
most excellent dinner -- mutton chops, chicken, 
eggs, potatoes, stewed fruit, good biscuits and the 
best coffee we had found on the road. We returned 
him our thanks, pai him a dollar each, and voted 
him a benefactorofhisrace. Great-hearted Magee! 
prince of publicans -- long may you live to enter
tain famished and weary overlanders! 

The Colorado desert -- nearly 150 miles in 
width where we crossed it -- is a vast expanse of 
bleak and disjointed hills and sterile plains, though 
not altogether so desert like as I had expected to 
find, yet gloomy and barren enough to make the 
traveler feel vividly the blessings of teeming fields 
and grassy hills. Some parts of the desert disclose 
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nothing for miles but fields and bills of sand, while 
other portions are covered with stunted grease
wood, and even mesquit trees which produce large 
crops of beans-- excellent food for stock, and large 
heaps of which, gathered by the Indians, may be 
seen at the stations of the Mail Company along 
here. The stations on the desert are from nine to 
sixteen miles apart, and the teams being good, 
crossing the desert is no great feat for the passen
ger, though stocking it is an immense one for the 
Mail Company. 

At Indian Wells, on of the stations on the desert, 
we found a very pretty young woman, the wife of 
the station keeper. I could not help comparing her 
situation with that of some of the pampered but 
discontented wives of more favored regions. They, 
surrounded with comforts and even luxuries, 
harrass the life of their struggling lords with 
complainings; while this young creature, beauti
ful as the morning, seemed entirely happy to share 
the privations of her husband in the wilderness, 
trusting, no doubt, by a few years of privation, to 
accumulate a sufficient fortune to purchase a pleas
ant home in some sunny spot on the glorious Pa
cific. 

On the second day after striking the desert, just 
as the glorious sun was bursting from the Eastern 
clouds, we reached the Fort Yuma station, on the 
banks of the Colorado. This stream is about 200 
yards wide here. This is the head of steamboat 
navigation, one of which craft was hourly expected 
to arrive from the Gulf of California. We crossed 
it in a ferry boat, and drove eighteen miles to Gila 
City, where we breakfasted. Among other delica
cies, we had for breakfast Chile colorado and carne 
(red pepper and dried beef stewed together in about 
equal quantities!) Having eaten nothing since noon 
of the day before, our appetites were sharp set, and 
we "luxuriated on the rich repast." Our Mexican 
host looked after his rapidly disappearing dainties 
in utter astonishment. I took aboard enough pep
per at that meal to season grub for a regiment, and 
shall need none in my soup for a quarter of a cen
tury, sh9uld I live so long. Gila City is a miserable 
adobe village, inhabited almost exclusively by 
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Mexicans, who work in the gold mines, which yield 
about $2.50 per day to the man. They "dry wash" 
their dirt. Our driver found an old acquaintance 
here, in an Indian fighter, who complained that the 
last two scalps he had taken had spoiled, by the 
hair coming out. I sympathized with him in his 
bad luck, and he assured me that "shooting and 
scalping the red devils was the chief pleasure of 
his life." 

Our journey from Fort Yuma to Tucson was 
mostly up the valley of the Gila, a distance of over 
250 miles. The road was mainly good, though there 
was some heavy sand to pass over, and sometimes 
the dust was almost suffocating. Here was abun
dant a species of cactus that I had never seen be
fore. It shoots up in a single stem often to the height 
of30 nd 40 feet, terminating in a cone, and is beau
tifully fluted from top to bottom, and covered with 
the long sharp prickles peculiar to all of its spe
cies. Sometimes these covered the plain as far as 
the eye could see, reminding one of a city of the 
dead, every grave marked with a column erected 
to commemorate the virtues of its silent tenant. 

The Apaches inhabit the mountains of this re
gion, and we were here first warned to look out for 
them, and found all the station-keepers more or 
less apprehensive of attacks from them. In one 
day and night, on the Gila, we passed the spot on 
which Crabb's party encamped the night before 
entering the territory of Sonora; the spot where the 
Oatman family were murdered and buried; where 
the mail company's blacksmith had been murdered, 
and the bodies of two Apaches who had been killed 
by white men and hanged to trees by the wayside. 
Ghastly notabilities these, and not much calculated 
to quiet our fears of meeting with an opportunity 
to show our prowess in an Indian fight, which, I 
need not say, we all devoutly prayed might not 
offer. However, we arrived safely at Tucson, where 
nothing was talked of but the Indian difficulties at 
Apache Pass. We dined at the principal hotel of 
this adobe city, and with the addition of two more 
passengers, Gen. Jones and Mr. Charles Brown, 
both of Mesilla and bound home, we departed, in 
a two-seated coach, for the scene of war, which 
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laid in the direct line of our journey, all anned to 
the teeth, and frightened within an inch of our lives. 
I scarcely had my six-shooter out of my hand for 
the next thirty-six hours, and the rest of the party 
were equally on the alert. 

We arrived at the head of the Pass near noon 
the next day, when all hands dismounted from the 
coach, examined our shooting irons, and prepared 
for the worst -- honestly expecting to be compelled 
to fight our way through. A short distance in the 
Pass, we came to where the bodies of six Apaches 
-- horrid in their stark ghastliness -- were hanging 
to a tree near the road, over the grave of two white 
men their tribe had murdered; a little further on, 
the grave where was interred the remains of eleven 
men, teamsters, whom they had robbed and mur
dered; and, yet a little further on, we came to the 
spot at which they had attacked the stage and mor
tally wounded the driver. All these things were 
calculated to shake the nerves of an older soldier 
than I, and I candidly confess that I felt "weak in 
the knees" when we reached the Pass; but, with 
some effort, I "screwed my courage to the sticking 
point," and really believe I would have made a 
pretty good fight had we been attacked. Well, we 
got through the Pass, and saw nary Indian. There 
is a detachment of troops stationed in the Pass, of 
whom the attaches of the mail company speak with 
the utmost contempt. They attribute the hostiliities 
to the troops. They say that the officer in com
mand came to the station, and the Chief and six 
warriors visiting him in his camp; he demanded 
the surrender of some stock and a Mexican boy 
they had recently captured. The chief agreed to 
deliver up the stock, but declined to surrender the 
boy; whereupon the officer ordered his men to 
seize and bind the Indians. The six warriors were 
captured (and afterwards hanged), but the chief 
drew his knife, ripped a hole through the tent, and 
made his escape. From this, say the overlanders, 
commenced the difficulties. 

We changed teams at Apache Pass, and pro
ceeded to San Cimone, eighteen miles distant, 
where we dined. We traveled hence, nine or ten 
miles, to Doubtful Pass, where we arrived after 

December 2000 

dark; but three of the passengers and the driver here 
saw signal fires in the mountains, and insisted that 
the Indians were telegraphing our approach, and 
that if we attempted to go through the Pass that 
night we would all be murdered. They refused to 
proceed, and we were compelled to return to San 
Cimone, and wait till morning, when we passed 
through the dreaded spot without molestation, and 
"breathed freer and easier," for we were. out of dan
ger. 

We arrived at Mesilla on Saturday afternoon, 
and found the whole Mexican population of the 
valley there congregated to celebrate afiesta. The 
fiesta was to last several days, during which time 
nothing but gambling, bull-fighting, cock-fighting, 
fiddling, dancing, etc. was to be done. Here Messrs. 
Roman and Cox tarried for the next stage, and I, 
with three new passengers, proceeded. We crossed 
the Rio Grande del Norte by fording, it being about 
one hundred yards wide, and not more than three 
feet deep, and proceded down its valley to El Paso, 
or Franklin, Texas, where we arrived at two o'clock, 
A.M., of the next day. Since we left El Paso I have 
seen nothing worthy of note, and shall, therefore 
conclude this as speedily as may be. 

I arrived at this post at half-past three o'clock 
on Monday last, having made the distance, some
thing over 1700 miles, in 14 days, 3 1/2 hours -
laying by on the road twelve hours, or one night. 

The regular time for the mail to leCJ.ve here for 
San Antonio (380 miles distant,) is seven o'clock, 
P.M., on Monday, but, unfortunately for me, Mr. 
Hall, a gentleman connected with I.C. Woods in 
his California operations, happened to be here with 
his wife, on their road to San Antonio, and not lik
ing to remain until Monday in so dull a place, he 
made some arrangement by which the coach and 
mail were dispatched on Sunday -- leaving me 
twenty-four hours in the lurch. I, consequently, 
have to remain here one week, which, to be sure, 
is not much in a lifetime, and is absolutely nothing 
when a fellow gets used to it. 

Fort Stockton is situated at the junction of the 
St. Louis and San Antonio roads, on Camanche 
Creek, a handsome little stream formed by springs 
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bursting from the bosom of the earth in its imme
diate· vicinity. It consists of about twenty-five 
adobe houses, thatched with coarse grass, which 
are occupied as quarters by the officers and sol
diers here stationed. It is held by Company C of 
the Eighth Infantry, under the command of Capt. 
Arthur T. Lee, who has seen service, and is every 
inch a soldier, and a courteous and accomplished 
gentleman, to-boot. Lieut. Reed and Dr. 
Langworthy, the other officers now at the Post, are 
clever gentlemen, accomplished and courteous. I 
am indebted to all of these, as well as to Capt. John 
D. Holliday, sutler and postmaster, for many at
tentions, and it affords me a pleasure to return to 
them my sincere and grateful thanks therefor. 

The overland trip is by no means a pleasure 
jaunt; it would not be were it performed by day
light -- and, when the passengers have to sleep in 
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the stage, three on a seat, and run the gauntlet of 
hostile Apaches and Camanches for several hun
dred miles, it is, in the language of our bald-headed 
friend, "horrible." The route is well stocked, and I 
have received every attention from the attaches of 
the Company during the entire trip. I have not paid 
more than one dollar for meals since I left home, 
and at the stations of the Company we have never 
paid more than half-a-dollar for meals. But trav
elling by stage is "played out" with me, and here
after I shall prefer to trust myself to the mercy of 
the winds and waves, rather than risk my scalp 
among the Apaches and Camanches, or subject my 
limbs to the jottings and jostlings of a two thou
sand miles trip by stage. 

Yours, truly, 
JUNIOR 
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