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From Your Editor
Alan H . Patera
P.O. Box 2093
Lake Grove OR 97035
e-mail: patera@teleport.com

President's Message
The Western Cover Society's presence was felt
at WESTPEX again this year. Forty members and
guests attended the annual breakfast meeting, our
new officers and directors were elected, and several of our members received awards and honors
for their accomplishments.
Richard Salz arranged for a fine breakfast Sunday morning in the Japanese Pavilion, at which
your new officers were announced. I am honored
to serve this esteemed organization as your new
president. The other officers are Vice President
Robert Chandler, Secretary John Drew, and Treasurer Oscar Thomas. A list of the directors is
printed to the left. Edward Weinberg received an
Honorary Membership for his decade of devoted
service to the Western Cover Society.
Several of our members received awards this
year. George Kramer struck Gold with his exhibit,
"The Development of the U.S. Mails 1776-1869."
Robert Foster also received a Gold for "British
Columbia and Vancouver Island." Richard Winter won the Vermeil for "Great Britain Mails by
Steamship 1838 to General Postal Union." The
Classics Society presented the Ashbrook Award
to Charles Winter for his book Nebraska Territory
Postal History, and the Chase Award to Michael
Mahler for his book on revenues. .
It's always a pleasure to see friends and fellow
collectors at least once each year at WESTPEX. I
attended the Friday session of the Schuyler
Rumsey auction, and it seemed to me that many
items sold for much more than the estimates. Although the bidding was competetive, I did manage to add a few covers to my collection.
In closing, allow me to encourage each of you
to share your knowledge of western covers. Shared
knowledge is the foundation of our endeavor and
the primary purpose of this journal.
Michael Rainey

New Book
Member Michael Mahler has produced a book
with the ponderous title Civil War Era Stamp Taxes
in 'Idaho Territory: A Geographical, Historical and
Philatelic Census of Surviving Revenue-Stamped
Documents. 1863-1872. The book is much more
concise than the title. He illustrates numerous early
documents from the collection of the late Lynn
Langdon in color, including a Wells Fargo cover
now owned by Frank Newton. This cover, dated
April 4, 1863, has a green label and manuscript
notation "Cashier San Fran", since it was not delivered to "Isac Newton Esq., Bridges Creek, North
Fork John Day River", somewhere in eastern Oregon.
The true value of the book to many will be the
brief histories of the major Idaho mining rushes.
The revenue-stamped documents bear the signatures of many ofldaho's prominent early residents,
such as J. Marion More. The author tells the story
so that the reader can understand how the signers
of the illustrated documents fit into the early history ofldaho. An index allows one to locate people Next issue
and places within the text.
For the next issue we are soliciting copies of
The 128-page book is available from the au- postmarks of the 1850s and 1860s from the town
thor. The cost is $45.00.
of SHASTA. Send 'em in!
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Secretary's Report
Western Cover Society
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
WESTPEX, April28, 2001
The meeting was called to order at 6 P.M. by
President John Drew. A quorum of directors was
present:
Dale Forster
Howard Mader
Frank Q. Newton, Jr.
Michael J. Rainey
Oscar M. Thomas
William C. Tatham
Jim Blaine and Irwin Vogel attended as members.
The minutes of the Board of Director's meeting of April 29, 2000 were approved. The 2000
Treasurer's report was given by Oscar Thomas and
was approved. The Secretary's report was given
by John Drew. The dues were increased for the
year 2002 to $25.00 for active membership and
$35.00 for sustaining membership. Dues for patron membership remain at $50.00.
Progress reports were given by William Tatham
and Oscar Thomas on the Nevada Express book
and the Western Express book revision.
The board and officers voted Honorary Life
membership to Edward Weinberg for his 10 years
as secretary of the Society.
The new slate of officers are: Michael Rainey,_
President; Robert J. Chandler, Vice President; Oscar Thomas, Secretary; John Drew. Secretary. Directors: Dale E. Forster, Howard Mader, Frank Q.
Newton, Jr., Basil Pearce, William C. Tatham and
Edward A. Weinberg.
The meeting was closed at 6:55 p.m.
John Drew, Secretary
Maps deferred till next issue
Due to space considerations we will defer publication of the second half of the county maps begun in the March issue. It will be in the September issue unless space again becomes a consideration.
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Vermeil for Western Express
Western Express.was submitted to the literature competition at COLOPEX, the Columbus
Philatleic Exhibition held annually in Columbus,
Ohio, where it was awarded a Vermeil in the Philatelic Literature competition. In the "Remarks" section the judges found one of the flaws to be the
lack of an index. An index to individual issues
(other than the Table of Contents) may not be practical, but your editor agrees that an index to the
last ten years or so would be most useful.
There will always be room for improvement,
but I think the Western Cover Society has a quarterly publication that its membership can be proud
of.
Insult to Injury
Little Lake was an significant way station as
early as the 1860s when an important supply and
communication route ran from Visalia to the Mono
Diggings and Aurora. We reported a few years
ago that the post office at Little Lake had closed,
but a subsequent visit by your editor showed that a
few interesting buildings remained. Word now
arrives that the entire site has been bulldozed.
Another monument to progress, I'm sure -- but
another piece of western Americana has been eradicated.

CLASSIC
STAMPS AND COVERS
Buy or Sell

Stanley M. Piller
& Associates

3351 Grand Ave.
Oakland .C A 94610
(510) 465-8290
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The following have supported the Society with Patron Membership:
Basil Pearce
Russell Pearce III
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions
Richard Salz
William Tatham
Thomas Philatelic
Irwin Vogel
Robert Wale
Edward Weinberg
Richard Wilkerson
John Williams
Alfonso Zulueta

Rex Bates
Brad Casoly
Albert Chang
John Drew
Robert Finetie
Kenneth Greenberg
Frederick Gregory
Howard Mader
William Mills, Jr.
Clifford Moss
Frank Newton, Jr.
Michael Rainey
Gregory Roberts

The following have supported the Society with Sustaining Membership
George Ashenbrenner
W. Wallace Bilyeu
James Blaine
Bruce Branson
Mike Brown
Randall Burt
Nels Christianson
Bruce Cohen
Richard Curtin
J. Leonard Diamond
Robert Ebiner
Dale Forster
Robert Forster
Peter Frusetta
Kenneth Gilbert
AI Greene
Robert Grey

William Hassler
Karen Havlena
Jay House
Jack Hughes
Clyde Hutchinson
Constant Johnson
Phil Kay
Kirk's Stamp Company
James Krome
Robert Livingston
Steve Love
Dennis Lutz
Stephen Marcus
Clay McClain
William McGreer
Steve Meier
Lynn Minneman

Clifford Moss
E.F. Mueller
CarlMunck
Lelan Murphy, Jr.
Robert Myerson
Eric Nelson
Ray Newburn, Jr.
Robert Nichols
Louis Repetto
Timothy Sheehan
Richard Simpson
Anita Sprankle
Jack Stucky
Robert Svoboda
Raymond Weill
Dale Wilson
David Winter

Secretary's Report
New Members
#1255 James Goodwin
50 E. Quail St.
Sparks NV 89431-3264

Address Changes (only the new address is shown)

#1256

Membership terminated

Albert Aldham
1660 Hemlock Farms
Hawley PA 18426

Ken Gilbart
3315 Willow Glen Dr.
Oak Hill VA 20171

Warren Knowles
Kenneth Kutz
Norma McCumber
Steve Miedziak
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The California Gold Rush
A Sesquicentennial Tribute
compiled by Alan H. Patera
We continue this series on the California Gold Rush with excerpts relating to mails, expresses and transportation
from the San Francisco newspaper Alta California from the Summer of 1851. Communication was an important concern in 1851 California, not only with the eastern states and foreign ports, but within California as well.
The following excerpt gives the mail schedule as set up; if the mails had kept to this schedule there wouldn't
have been so many complaints, nor so many opportunities for private express companies.

Mail Schedule
"Mail Schedule for California.
San Francisco
Arrivals - Sacramento mail 11 P.M. daily except Sunday.
Stockton mail. 6 A.M. daily except Monday; San Jose
mail, 5 P.M. daily except Sunday.
Departures -Sacramento mail, 4 P.M. daily except Sunday.
Stockton mail, 4 P.M. daily except Sunday San Jose
mail, 8 A.M., daily except Sunday. Offices supplied Benicia, 2. Martinez, Junction New York, 3. Santa Clara
Sacramento
Arrivals - San Francisco mail, 6 A.M. daily except Monday. Stockton mail, every Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 4 P.M. Volcano mail, every Sunday at 6 P.M.
Placerville and Columa mails, every Tueday, Thursday,
and Saturday at 6 P.M. Auburn mail, every Wednesday,
Saturday. Georgetown mail, every Wednesday at 6 P.M.
Nevada mail, every day at 7 P.M. Marysville mail, every day at 1 1!2 P.M. Shasta mail, every Monday. Salt
Lake mail, 30th of each month.
Departures- San Francisco mail, 2 P.M., daily except Sunday. Stockton mail, every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, at 7 A.M. Volcano mail, every Thursday, at 7
A.M. Placerville and Columa mail, every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 7 A.M. Auburn mail, every
Tuesday and Friday at 7 A.M. Georgetown mail, every
Monday at 7 A.M. Nevada mail, every day, at 7 A.M.
Marysville mail, every day, at 7 A.M. Shasta mail,
every Tuesday at 7 A.M. Salt Lake mail, 1st of each
month. Offices on the above routes - 1. Benicia, 2.
Staples' Ranch, 3. Jackson. 4. Mormon Island. 5.
Salmon Falls. 6. Louisville. 7. Rough and Ready and
Centreville, Grass Valley. 8. Vernon, Fremont, Nicolaus,
Yuba City. 9. Fremont, Colusi, Monroeville, Moon's
Ranch.
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Marysville
Arrivals -Sacramento mail, 2 P.M. daily. Bidwell's bar and
Hamilton mail, every Tuesday, at 6 P.M. Downieville
mail, every Wednesday at 7 P.M .
Departures - Sacramento mail, 7 A.M. daily. Bidwell's bar
and Hamilton mails, every Saturday at 7 A.M.
Downieville mail, every Thursday, at 7 A.M. Offices
supplied - Park's bar, Dobbin's ranch, Foster's Bar,
Goodyear's bar.
Nevada
Arrivals - Sacramento mail, daily, at 7 A.M.
Departures - Sacramento mail, daily, at 7 A.M. Offices
supplied, Centreville, Grass Valley, Rough and Ready.
Placerville
Arrivals- Sacramento mail, every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, 7 P.M.
Departures - Sacramento mail, every Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday, at 7 A.M. Offices supplied - Mormon
Island, Columa.

at

Auburn
Arrivals - Sacramento mail, every Tuesday and Friday, at 6
P.M.
Departures - Sacramento mail, every Wednesday and Saturday, at 7 A.M.
Georgetown
Arrivals - Sacramento mail, every Tuesday.
Departures - Sacramento mail, every Tuesday.
Volcano
Arrivals - Sacramento mail, every Friday, at 6 P.M.
Departures -Sacramento mai, every Saturday, at 6 A.M.
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Downieville

Jackson

Arrivals - Marysville mail every Saturday, at 7 P.M.
Departures - Marysville mail, every Sunday at 2 P.M. Offices supplied - Parks Bar, Dobbins Ranch, Foster's Bar,
Goodyear's Bar.

Arrivals -Stockton mail, every Wednesday
Departures - Stockton mail, every Thursday. Offices supplied - Double Springs, Mokelumne Hill.

Bidwell's Bar

Arrivals -Stockton mail, every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 6 p.m. Mariposa mail every Wednesday.
Departures - Stockton mail, every Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday at 5 A.M. Mariposa mail, every Thursday, at
7 A.M. Offices supplied- 1. Knight's Ferry, Oak Springs,
Woods Diggings.

Sonora
Arrivals - Marysville mail, every Saturday at 6 P.M.
Departures - Marysville mail, every Tuesday at 7 A.M.

Hamilton
Arrivals - Shasta mail, every Saturday. Marysville mail,
· every Saturday. Bidwell's Bar mail, every Tuesday.
Departures - Shasta mail, every Monday. Marysville mail,
every Tuesday. Bidwell's Bar mail, every Saturday.
Offices supplied - 1. Lassens, Chico, 2.Vide [sic]
Marysville to Bidwell's; 3. Marysville to Bidwell's Bar.

Benicia
Arrivals - Sonoma mail, every Monday, Wednesday, Friday at6P.M.
Departures - Sonoma mail, every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday at 8 A.M. Offices supplied - Napa, Vallejo.

Shasta
Arrivals - Sacramento mail, every Friday. Hamilton mail,
every Wednesday. Big Bar mail, every Friday.
Departures - Sacramento mail, every Saturday at 7 A.M.;
Hamilton mail, every Thursday at 7 A.M.; Big Bar, every Saturday at 8 A.M. Offices supplied, 1. Colusi,
Monroeville. 2. Lassens, Chico; 3. Weaverville.

Sonoma
Arrivals - Benicia mail, every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 6 P.M.
Departures -Benicia mail, every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 8 A.M. Offices supplied - Vallejo, Napa

Mariposa
Arrivals- Stockton mail, every Thursday. Sonora mail, every Saturday, at 7 P.M.
Departrures- Stockton mail, every Friday, at 7 A.M. Sonora
mail, every Monday, at 6 A.M. Offices supplied Quartzburg.

San Jose
Arrivals - San Francisco mail, daily, except Sunday, at 5
P.M. Monterey mail, every Wednesday and Sunday, at
6P.M
Departures - San Francisco mail, daily, except Sunday, at 8
AM. Monterey mail, every Tuesday and Friday, at 5
A.M. Santa Cruz mail, every Friday, at 8 A.M.

Monterey
Arrivals - San Jose mail, every Tuesday and Friday, at 6
P.M.
Departures - San Jose mail, every Wednesday and Sunday.
Santa Barbara mail, the 7th and 22d of each month.
Offices supplied - 1. San Juan

Santa Barbara
Departures -The Monterey mail on arrival of Los Angeles
mail.

Stockton
Arrivals - San Francisco mail, 7 A.M. da ily except Monday. Mariposa mail, every Saturday at 7 P.M. Sonora
mail, every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday at 3 1/2 P.M.
Jackson mail, every Friday at 3 P.M. Sacramento mail,
every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday.
Departures- San Francisco mail, daily except Sunday. Mariposa mail, every Wednesday at 7 A.M. Sonora mail,
every Monday, Wednesday, Friday. Jackson mail, every Tuesday at 8 A.M. Sacramento mail every Monday,
Wednesday, Friday at 8 A.M.

Los Angeles
Departures - Santa Barbara mail on arrival of San Diego
mail.

San Diego
Departures - Los Angeles mail on the 7th and 22d of each
month.

Santa Cruz
Arrivals -San Jose mail every Friday, at 7 P.M.
Departures- San Jose mail every Saturday, at8 A,M.
Alta, August 2, 1851
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The Coast Route
"Santa Barbara Correspondence.
Santa Barbara, May 24, 1851. Our overland
train en route fror Los Angeles, arrived at Santa
Barbara yesterday, in six days from Monterey.
Messrs. Caldwell and Nooney, of Monterey, with
the U.S. Mail, have accompanied us thus far on
our route. The principal points through which we
have passed are the Mission of Soledad, the Mission of San Miguel, the Mission of Santa Marguerite, the Mission of Santa Y nez, and thence to the
Mission and town of Santa Barbara.
I cannot speak in praise of the country through
which we have journeyed. Portions of it are tillable and would yield good crops; but as a whole, it
is dry, barren, and uninhabitable. So barren is it
indeed, that we have in some instances been unable to procure grass for our animals; water is also
a scarce article on the road. We traveled seven
leagues this side of San Luis without finding a drop
of water to quench our thirst. But there are occasionally green spots and running brooks to greet
the eye of the traveler like an oasis in the desert.
Before reaching San Miguel we experienced a
heavy rain, which continued to fall during the
whole day. The Mission of Santa Marguerite, some
leagues south of San Luis, is situated in a pleasant
and fertile valley; the country in the neighborhood
of this Mission is exceedingly beautiful. The
mountain of Santa Ynez, distant about llleagues
from Santa Barbara, was the next point of peculiar
interest on our route. This mountain is situated in
the coast range, and I estimate its height at 3000
feet above the sea. The road passes directly over
its summit. More than four hours are usually occupied in crossing. The road is steep and rugged.
Streams of crystal water spring from the mountain
and cross the road at different points. Oats and
grass grow luxuriantly upon the summit.. ..
The Mission and Town of Santa Barbara are
situated in a valley of the same name. The Mis-

sion church is a noble building, and is one of the
few in California which is kept even in tolerable
repair.
The town of Santa Barbara retains its aborigi-

nal or Spanish aspect; there is not a single American building in the place. One, I believe, is in process of erection, but it is hardly probable that any
considerable number of Americans will ever make
Santa Barbara their home. It is too Spanish, and it
possesses too few natural or other advantages for
"
Alta, Jwte 4, 1851
making money.

Mail Lines on the Pacific
"Probably no branch of public interest and necessity, affecting so largely an important attribute
of our national prosperity on the Pacific, has more
immediate claims upon the parent government than
our mail department, and no public want has been
more seriously felt than the absence of mail facilities between the ports of California and the harbor
cities of South America, and westward to China
and the Sandwich Islands. Individual enterprise
has supplied in part the necessity long existing for
proper communication between this great point of
our commercial interests and the ports of other
nations, whose trade is valuable to us, and the same
liberal hand has made up the [deficit] in the operation of the mail system between this city and our
neighbors of Oregon, and to the south along the
Mexican coast....
We are pleased to notice that the Deplntment
at Washington is moving in the matter of establishing a mail line, and taking a step towards satisfying our most urgent necessities, by extending
arrangements to the South American Ports.... Mails
may be forwarded from New York, Charleston,
Savannah and New Orleans, through the agency
of the American consul at Panama.... "
Alta, July 8, 1851

San Diego mail
"A Weekly Mail to San Diego.
We believe that if our citizens would make a
proper representation of the matter, a weekly mail
between this city and San Diego could be obtained.
The proposals were published for a mail to San
Diego once a week, and our citizens were much
surprised when they learned that the contract had
been given out for a mail only semi-monthly."
Alta August 8, 1851
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SUCH IS CALIFORNIA
An 1850 Gold Rush Letter from Sacramento
by John E. Allen

As we celebrated last Christmas, the last of the
second millenium, we probably found ourselves
caught up in the festivities of the season. Yet what
would such a holiday be like without family and
friends, spent in a strange environment. Hopefully,
none of us spent such a bleak holiday season; to
imagine what such an experience could be like,
we can look back 150 years to the experience of
Theodore H. Dame.
On a Friday, two days after Christmas in 1850,
Theodore H. Dame wrote a long and remarkable
letter to his uncle in Boston. No doubt the fact he
was in California, so far removed from family and
friends, and the nature of the season caused him to
reflect upon his life and write the letter transcribed
below. In it, he looked back upon an eventful year
in which he had seen and experienced more than
during all of his earlier life. It was a year full of
adventure and momentous events; one which witnessed the loss of relatives, two thousand miles of
travel overland, two epidemics, fire, struggling
business ventures and the news of California's admission into the Union.
Our letter also gives us a personal insight into

how one individual viewed the idea of Manifest
Destiny. Dame writes very eloquently about something he was directly caught up in - his is not just
some stay-at-home newspaperman's editorial.
The city from which he was writing, Sacramento, had just gone through the most trying year
in its history. It was as if the Four Horsemen of
the Apocalypse -- in the form of flood, fire, disease and squatter riots -- had conspired to visit on
the city in just what year what others experienced
in a century or more. Like so many other newly
established Gold Rush towns and cities, Sacramento had been tested to its limits. Yet "the city
on the plains" was not found wanting. As Dame
notes, "These Pacific Cities are on unparalleled
growth. They rise, as if by magic. The fell destroyer & element, Fire, have many times proved
a severe antagonist against success. But yankee
Enterprise & energy, have conquered. & we rise
from the ashes, more beautiful & proud than ever.
Such is California."
The letter that follows places us in the midst
of many of these fateful events of 150 years ago.

Sacramento City
Dec. 27th 1850

A.A. Dames Esq.
Permit me long a stranger to unite with you in sorrow & sympathy,

occasioned by the loss of those dear to you & one of the best friends I ever had, that of
your wife, my aunt. Last year I saw in the St. Louis, Boston papers containing the
death of Wm Augustus by Cholera. Last month in purchasing a Boston paper, the first
mentioned death I percieved the name of her who has ever been in my mind, dear to
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me, & whom I looked forward to meet, in the year 1851. with some emotions
both of pleasure and pain. It having been my intention of returning to the states,
& visiting the scenes of my childhood, once more, this side of eternity. It is now
my intention of doing, but as one has departed whom I dearly loved, I shall feel
more regret in visiting Boston, than pleasure & my anticipation of once more
seeing those dear to me has gone forever. Thro' all the past previously to my
leaving Boston, she was ever kind towards me & I always believed took a deep
interest in my welfare. Circumstances, & my own imprudence, placed me in a
position requiring it necessary to leave my native City. I was requested to take a
step, which mortified my pride &, that one too, when I had just been advanced to ·
one of the highest orders of the institution, and, as I could not act from the suggestion, consequently risked all, & left forever my cherished Home. St. Louis,
became that of my adoption, until the past summer, when I crossed the Plains to
this golden region, I succeeded in arriving in Sacramento with my team while
thousands suffered & lost everything. True I suffered a great deal, & passed thro'
severe hardships, ore so than I ever before experienced, yet I now am glad I have
passed over the whole tract of Country between the two great oceans. The beautiful & picturesque Scenery, with the wide waste of Desert, the Lofty mountains
ever capped with snow, verdant dale & clear streamlet, from the Father of Waters
to the Pacific Shore, have had been trodden under foot by me, & many a weary
midnight watch, have I thought of dear friends, mine alas! no more. . of relations,
once beloved & now by them considered lost, & past redemption. Night after
night, while others slept, duty required my wakeful & energetic exertions, for
safety to my self and others & on those occasion, have I from choice, assumed my
watch alone, that undisturbed, I could in solitude, think of the past & those once
so dearly loved by me. Many an hour of regret & useless sorrow, have been mine.
When I now look back & find those departed, whom I so dearly respected, I think
myself almost alone. Yours is surely a hard lot. First was taken one on whom
both your affections was placed by natural rights, & parental feelings, & in a few
short months subsequently, your partner, thro' many vary scenes & years, has
gone to meet her lost and only child, where there shall be no more parting, where
the weary are at rest. 0 ' how I long to hear for many years from friends I so
ardently loved. Yet I dared not communicate with them, feeling satisfied they
knew of my whereabouts, & if they felt interest for me, they would communicate
with me. What a change in the space of 9 or 10 years. Age has creeped on, &
some the grim destroyer has choosen for his victims, while others are left yet to
become his prey. I have passed thro' two serious & destressing epidemics. Cholera in /49 in St. Louis & /50 in this City, & Oh! how awful. terrible scene in
both, particularly here. Death has choosen his victims so rapidly, that the remainder could not place their friends in their resting place, 'ere another was taken to
the scene of the grave. ten & more corses (corpses) was waiting for its last
earthly home to be prepared, & none knew how soon his turn was to be. If I am
spared once more to return to the Atlantic States, & to see some dear friends, 'tis
all I ask. I have a fond & dear wife, who has thro' all my difficulties, stood by
me, in weal or woe & whose friends think of me with affection, regard & esteem.
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I have friends true & affectionate, who feel interested in me & mine. I am not
sunk so low, but I can claim kindred & friends, even tho' I go out of my own
kindred. I feel a spirit within, sustaining me through all. But yet regret &
sorrow often overcast a shade over my joy, & darken the bright hopes which
spring from the fountain of my soul. With mingled sadness & joy, I have
passed thro' all scenes of pleasure for nine long years, a changed not buoyant
spirit, more sad than joyous. not bold, but timid. not forward to amuse as
once, but retiring, yet willing to add to others pleasure, tho' it may bring pain to
me. I too have suffered. Aye none can tell. I departed years since from a home
I loved. I wandered months. I saw H.S. Perrin Esq. in Ill. & soon after took my
departure from those scenes, for a more tumultuous one, that of City life. I
have been engaged in active business life, mostly merchandising. Here to, I
have been & am so engaged. I have been in debt 40,000$. but thank God, I am
now out of it, & with a prospect of having a litle money to return with. Property here, has been held for above its value, & now has found its level. These
Pacific Cities are of unparallelled growth. they rise, as if by magic. The fell
destroyer & element, Fire, have inany times proved a severe antagonist against
success. But yankee Enterprise & energy, have conquered. & we rise from the
ashes, more beautiful & proud than ever. Such is California. But with all the
wealth & advantage, give me home in my native or adopted state, or among the
granite hills of my Fore Fathers. Since arriving in Cala. I have written many
letters. I have reed. but five or six from friends left behind, but they have been
like showers, after a season of great drowth, giving refreshment to the soul, &
peace to a wounded spirit. There are moments of rejoicing, as well as painful
reflection; when I look back upon the past, I have not to regret the first unkind
word, expressed to aunt Harriet. Not the first unkind act. I was always respectful to her, & she ever kind & solicitous to me & my welfare. I therefore have
much cause to regret her loss, & much reason to unite with you in sympathy &
sorrow for the calamity we have been called upon to sustain. May she rest in
peace & rejoice in the society of angels. Her cares & sorrows are at an end.
One by one, we are called on to part from those nearest & dearest to us. One by
one, depart for that bourne, whence none return & soon ours will be the lot, to
go & meet those who have proceeded us, in the way of all living. Then, I hope
to be found ready, & meet my call with a ready response, "Father, thy will, not
mine be done."
...
If this letter,comes to hand, receive it from one long a
stranger to you, yet who remembers rn.any acts of kindness extended to him by
you, & that I would gladly receive an answer. My stay here is limited to six
months. I shall return if spared, thro' Mexico, its Capitol, Vera Cruz, Havana &
perhaps land in New York. I wish once more to see my mother & sisters & visit
my wifes friends in Vermont. I trust yet to do so. If there are any persons
interested in the strangers fate, you can mention the fact of hearing from me. If
not, then forgotten allow me to remain, as for years I have lived, & only regarded by new friends, new associates, new connections. I hope this will find
you in health.
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By late papers, I perceive John K. Hall Esq. is cashier of the
Bank of N.A. I precume his is one of my old acquaintances & friends & rejoice
in his success & fortune. I have met many Bostonians in this place, among them
my young friend C. C. Hayden. He is doing well & in good health. We often
speak of distant & "lazy sighs" friends.
May your lot be peaceful & happy, is the wish of a distant tho'
interested personage, who cannot subscribe himself as once, but who can feel for
others woes, rejoice in others joys.
T.H.Dame
Any communication direct to me, Sacramento City, will be a gratification & any
news regarding old associates, duly appreciated. My family consists only of a
wife, now in Georgia, altho' I have had her sister with us & given her a Suitable
Education. She is now married.
Theodore

Having just returned from San Francisco, perhaps you would like to hear something from that City. It is of great & unexampled growth, built upon a Side,
Curbed hill, running out some distance over the water. Most of the business
Houses are where the tide ebbs & flows, having a great resemblence to our docks.
You will be astonished when I say, there is in the Bay, a larger amount of Shipping Tonnage, than any other City in the U.S. & probably as large a quantity of
merchandise reed. here, as in any other one port. The Bay is covered with vessels,
mostly of a large tonnage, yet numerous. From telegraph hill, you view the whole
City & its Shipping, & when you consider that two short years previously, this
was a place of little account, you can hardly comprehend the change. It seems as
tho' magic had aided its advancement. The vast amount of buildings errected in
San Fr. appears astonishing. Many of the buildings are fine & some of the largest
in the U.S. Take into consideration also that much of the property has been
strongly tested by the Firy element & you must perceive it has been uphill work.
Many men have made fortunes, which in one night has reduced them to poverty.
Still the word is onward, & onward it is, all things are made to succomb & will,
prevails over the elements. With regard to society, it is of a very varied & mixed
character. i would not have my wife here for all the wealth it contains. Still many
respectable families are here & intend remaining.. The Gold Seekers fortune, the
past year, has been very unsatisfactory, taken as a whole. Some few have been
very fortunate, while thousands have been met with misfortune, disappointment,
Sickness & Death. I like the climate very much it would be delightful could we
be secure against the prevailing diseases, Dysentary & Dyarih. which take so
many, immediately on their arrival. It is now Mid Winter & as pleasant as your

october weather. Fine when it rains, it is not very agreeable, but it last for a few
days only, clears up & we have a few days of lovely weather again & soon. This
is our winter or rainy season. This City has recently held two elections. In both
of which I am happy to say the Whigs have carried their ticket. The complexion
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of our next Legislature is Whig, unless the Demo's & Squatters unite, and this
coalition I think, will hardly exist. Much will depend upon this next session o~ the
Legislature, the first of the State of Cala. the 31st of these blessed United States.
May they continue, like the old 13, to hold on & never give up the Ship, but by
union & Strength, enjoy politicial Freedom & Religious Liberty. When we look
back, upwards of two hundred years, the landing of a few men & women upon
Plymouth rock, who were no less faultless than mortals of the present day, we are
astonished. The very earnestness of their own religious convictions, made them
less tolerant than they should have been of differences in others & the sterness of
their character added a gloom to their intolerance. But they were men worthy to
found a nation & an empire. A band of self denying, devoted, earnest & true men
& women, they were fit to do the work appointed for them to do, to lay the foundations wide & deep, of the mightiest Republic the world has ever seen. Honor is
their memory & may their fame never be less upon the earth. Little did they then
think, they were the founders of a Republic, whose extant of territory, would
comprise an area from Atlantic to Pacific. from a little band of patriots, to 31
United States of free & enlightened citizens, unequalled for energy, tact & business, not excelled by the older countries in the arts & sciences. Even so far do they
carry their emigrations as to climb the everlasting snow cappd mountains, traverse
the sandy desert & trail thro' endless valleys till they can advance westward, not an
inch. This is the true light of the descendants of those few men, who fled from
their Homes, for liberty to Worship God. And thus have we become a great Nation, a land of Republican Freedom, with Wealth & Lands, not excelled by older
nations, & though older, not better. We live free & enjoy life to the best of our
power. We can go North or South, East or West, & have not to say by your leave,
or a passport if you please. Liberty of all that is great & good in act, thought &
deed. Where in History is there another Country like our own. These reflections
are aroused by the thought that today is one of the Christmas Holidays, the
aniversary of which is dear to old New England hearts. Last eve'g, I attended &
beheld the installation of the officers in the three Masonic Lodges [Connecticut,
New Jersey and Sutter lodges] in the Pres. Church & have heard an able & pleasing address from a friend, whose society I enjoyed in coming over the plains. I
was much pleased. I am known as a Mason, but have never entered a lodge since I
left Boston. Neither do I ever expect so to do. I am aware of the proceedings
which took place after I left & have never had the desire to go into the institution.
Yet I have many strong Masonic friends.
Adiew. Theodore

If the I 860 U.S. census records reveal anything regarding this young New Englander, it is that he was no
longer to be found in the state a decade later. Like so many other recent arrivals to California-- that is,

over one-third of all the Argonauts -- Dame had no intention of staying permanently. And so it would
seem that he did return home --perhaps by was of Mexico as stated in this letter -- to spend other
holidays with both family and friends in more familiar surroundings.
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COLUMBIA
A Brief History by Alan H. Patera
and a selection of covers from Western Cover Society members

Credit for the discovery of gold at Columbia is
generally given to a party of five headed by Dr.
Thaddeus Hildreth, although there are two accounts
of the actual discovery.* It seems there was a party
of Mexicans mining in the area when the Hildreth
group arrived, and the discovery account differ as
to whether Hildreth & friends made an independent discovery, or just noticed the Mexicans were
doing well and decided to join them. The date
given is March 27, 1850. The other members of
the party were John Walker, William Jones,
Alexander Carson, and George Hildreth, a brother
of the doctor. It is reported that in the first three
days the Hildreth party averagedfifteen pounds of
gold per day! Word spread, and a rush was on.
The first newspaper reference to the diggings
at Columbia seem to be an item sent by a corre~
spondent to the Alta California and published in
that paper on April24, 1850: "New diggings have
been discovered about three miles from Sonoraville
(Sonora), towards the Stanislaus. Some very large
lumps have also been taken out." This is not definitively refering to Columbia; however, the location and the timing make it likely, for on May
14, 1850 the Alta borrowed the following from the
Stockton Times:
"Mr. Peter Mahan, of Sonora, informs us that
the placer which is now the site of Columbia City,
has been dug in one instance to a depth of sixtytwo feet... Every day brings with it some incredible story from this quarter." (Captain Avant is
said to have been first on the scene, and that he
* Much of what is written about early Columbia may be traced to Thomas
Robertson's Stoddart's "Annals of Tuolumne County", which was published
as a series in the Tuolumne Courier in 1860-61. Stoddart had mined at
Downieville, but was a recent arrival to Columbia, with no first-hand knowledge of the Gold Rush there. He acknowledged the possibility for errors,
and subsequent scholars have found issues to quarrel about. However, his
accounts were relied on by Alley in his 1882 History of Tuolumne County.
and his version has been largely accepted as fact.
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averaged twelve to fifteen ounces of gold daily until
the water supply failed in July.) The May 14 article continues:
"Columbia City. This is the name which has
been given to a new city, situated about five miles
above the town of Sonora, and already contains a
population of 5,000 persons."
Bancroft says the first name of the camp was
"American Flat"; in his 1882 History of Tuolumne
County, Alley says they were first known as
"Hildreth's Diggings." But clearly within a month
the name was Columbia City, from about the beginning of May, 1850. People rushed to the location wherever word spread, but the above population estimate (as well as the 6,000 to 8,000 suggested by Alley) may be a bit inflated. The Alta of
May 24 published a letter from a correspondent
dated May 22: "Woods' and Jamestown were partially deserted, on account of new diggings found
at a place now called Columbia, three miles from
the town of Sonora. Thither both traders and diggers had gone in large numbers, from the surrounding settlements. At the last accounts, there were
two thousand persons at Columbia. Several large
frame houses had been erected, and town lots were
selling at good prices."
Though many of the surrounding diggings were
paying well - one or two ounces of gold per day
was not uncommon - the new diggings at Columbia were spectacular. H.E. Marden was one of
those who got there early. On May 5 he wrote in a
letter to the Alta, "Many miners here and in this
neighborhood average from one to eight ounces

per day. Any one, however, can make his eight ·
dollars at the lowest calculation ..... "
Regardlesss of whether the initial population
was 2,000 or 8,000, when the town settled down
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Columbia and vicinity,from the U.S. Forest service map for Stanislaus National Forest. Many of the
names of gulches, hills and settlements were given during the Gold Rush era.

to the size it could sustain it was still a large town.
It was quickly as large or even larger than its neighbor, the county seat, Sonora, and remained one of
the most important towns on the Mother Lode.
Not all of those that arrived were miners. Alley says, "A vast influx of gamblers had also arrived, and in a short time the number of faro banks
in operation was reckoned at one hundred and
forty-three.... Gambling was the only amusement
of the day, and was patronized accordingly.... As
might be expected, with this sudden and great accession of population, with its great attendant twin
evils of gambling and prostitution, much lawlessness was rife.... "
On April 29 there was an election and Major
Sullivan became Alcalde. A Constable was also
chosen, and soon the justice court was in operation, hearing cases about misplaced burros and mi-

nor theft even though the court had no official authority. Fines were levied out in ounces of gold
dust. Also on April 29 the name "Columbia" was
formally adopted by motion ofD.G. Alexander and
the Majors Sullivan and Farnsworth.
Columbia soon could claim a voice; on October 20, 1851 the Alta reprinted from the Sonora
Herald:
"Columbia Star. This is the name of a new paper,
to be published in a few days, by Mr. G.W. Gore,
at the flourishing town of Columbia, about five
miles north of this city." It was started up using
the first press of the Sonora Herald, which became
available when a new press arrived. The Star didn't
last long; after only five issues it failed, and and it
was reported the citizens destroyed the press rather
than have it sold at a Sheriff's sale. It was supplanted by the Columbia Gazette in November
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Early drawing of the town of Columbia. Courtesy of John Drew.

1852. The Gazette merged into the Gazette and "... for a week there has been an incessant storm of
Southern Mines Advertiser in 1855, and continued rain, snow and hail, and by the date of the letter
to yield the editorial pen through the mining era. the country was clothed in a mantle of snow. Water was rushing in torrents through every gulch and
Ditches
ravine in the mountains, and every level spot was
The site of Columbia is in a small basin, 3 1/2 flooded. Columbia was for a time half afloat. Promiles southeast and 800 feet higher than the visions had advanced in price .... "
Stanislaus River. There were a numberofravines
There was a plan for maintaining a steady
and flats in the vicinity, both draining down to the source of water. The Tuolumne County Water
river and coursing upwards into the higher ground Company was formed to dig a ditch to bring water
to the south, including the headwaters of the al- by gravity from Five Mile Creek. They had hoped
ready famous Woods Creek. The main problem to provide water by the time the creeks began lowposed to miners was having enough water-- in the ering in late Spring 1852, but they hurriedly consummer and fall active mining was curtailed until structed their flumes out of green timber. When
the winter rains came. In 1851 this was well into the wood dried it warped and shrank, and the
the season, for as late as December 16 the Alta flumes wouldn't hold water. By summer they had
was reporting, "Around Columbia the miners were overcome these problems and Columbia had its
actively engaged in preparationsfor washing- fix- supply of water.
ing their drains, etc. -during last week's rain. There
Other problems developed. The following
was not sufficient water, however, to effect any Spring, on May 20, 1853, "Mountaineer" wrote:
"We have heard of floods at Sacramento, floods
good. A few more such rainy spells, and a large
population will be busily engaged in that vicin- at Marysville and floods at Stockton, but perched
ity."
on our mountain summit, nine hundred feet above
By March 11, 1852 they had got their rain: any stream that can float a canoe, we have imag-
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ined ourselves secure, never supposing there could
be a flood at Columbia. . .... about 3 o'clock this
morning, though the rain did not descend, the flood
came. The larger reservoir of the Tuolumne Water
Co. situated on the head of Metelot Gulch, bursted,
and down came a rush of water, and 'slumgullien'
of about three feet abreast, bearing before it toms,
sluices, barrels, carts and what not, filling stores,
saloons and houses of various kinds with any
amount of mud, which has required in some instances nearly the whole day to remove. There
never was but one dirtier house in California than
many I could show you to-day in Columbia, and
that was the House of Assembly. Many laughable
incidents occurred. Many a man in getting out of
bed, to see what was the matter, found he had 'got
his foot in it.' One of our merchants sleeping in a
high berth thought he heard water running, and
getting out to see what was the matter, suddenly
found himself up to his arms in mud and water.
One French lady, 'two months and two weeks from
Paris,' came flying out of her house in her night
clothes, exclaiming, as the thick current was staining her snowy gartments and bathing her delicate
limbs, 'Two hundred dollars to the man that will
take me out of this.' She was taken out..... The
damage is variously estimated at from eight to
twenty thousand dollars, which the company are
ready to pay for, although it was caused by no negligence on their part..... "
The Tuolumne Water Company, already
strapped for cash, was shaken. This was not to be
the last of their misfortunes, however. A scant six
weeks later, on July 22, 1853, "Mountaineer" had
another disaster to report:
"Last Saturday the bottom of the Tuolumne
Water Company's reservoir, situated near Honeycomb Hill, fell out, letting the water into an underground race that was never surveyed by the engineer..... The hill above the reservoir is a complete
honeycomb, as its name indicates. The Company
have been obliged to flume entirely across it, as
the ditch has often broken through in the same
manner as the bottom of the reservoir; but the apertures have never been explored. The water in
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every case, I believe, has found an outlet in Wood's
Creek, about two miles from the place where it
disappears."
Despite all these difficulties, the Tuolumne
Water Company was able to restore their system
and deliver an adequate supply to the miners of
Columbia and vicinity. On July 30, 1853, "Mountaineer" said the Company that day would pay off
all their debts and still have $25,000 in funds. That
fall the local papers never failed to boast about their
full supply of water, and Columbia grew as miners from other localities with water shortages
moved to those that did.

The Postal System
How did Columbia get its mail? The official
establishment date of the post office is September
15, 1852, and the earliest reported postmark from
Columbia is a straightline handstamp Columbia Cal
with a manuscript date, dated December 26, 1852.
For a camp of several thousand miners that burst
on the scene in May 1850, it seems like a long
time to wait two years and four months for postal
service. It must have been supplied from Sonora,
as that was the only nearby place with a post office. It must have been a frustrating time for miners wanting their mail, and an obvious opening for
local expresses to become established.
The official date of September 15 seems to be
approximately correct. The Stockton San Joaquin
News reported about November 10, 1852, "The
town of Columbia, four miles from Sonora, is a
large and flourishing village.... It has been supplied with a post office." Given the travel time
from Washington D.C., the office could not have
gone into operation earlier than November 1.
Having a post office meant that Columbia could
add its voice to the general complaint about mail
service. A letter of April 27, 1853 to the Alta from
correspondent "Mountaineer" had the following to
say: "A great deal of complaint is made here in
regard to the management of the mail. There is
but little regularity about them at present - they
come semi-occasionally."
Three months later the situation was no better.
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On July 11, 1853 "Mountaineer" wrote, "There is
talkhereofrunning an ox-team, in connection with
a skow, in opposition to the United States mail. It
is thought it would bring the letters from San Francisco several days in advance of the mail, as it is at
present conducted." Again, on July 30, 1852
"Mountaineer" wrote, "A great deal of complaint
is still made in regard the mails. We might almost
as well be without mails and post offices, as for
any good they do us. Business men now have to
depend entirely on the expresses. As one instance
of the culpable negligence of those who have
charge of the mails, I will state that a gentleman of
this place lately subscribed at San Francisco for
the daily Alta California, and after waiting a fortnight without receiving it, one day received the
whole twelve numbers - an armful at once. I sometimes wait a week myself without receiving the
Alta, and then I get four or five at a time, and some
of them perhaps are a fortnight old. The same complaint is made by the subscribers to other papers.
Now we are pretty well convinced that the fault
does not lie with any of the post masters in the
mountains, but there is fault somewhere among the
officials..... "
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as agents. This union lasted until March 17, 1854,
when the two split with much bitterness and court
proceedings. Adams & Co. failed on February 22,
1855.
A "Mountaineer" letter of July 30, 1853 reports,
"The best evidence of what the miners are doing
about Columbia is the amount of gold that is sold
by them to the bankers every week. Last week
Mills & Co. took in about 2000 ounces, and the
week before nearly as much. Adams & Co. must
have purchased a large amount likewise, as well
as the other banks and transient purchasers, of
whom there are a great number."
In the meantime a second Todd's Express had
begun operating by Charles A. Todd, with A.H.
Todd as agent in Sonora. They advertised an office in Columbia from April25, 1852. In a letter to
Todd's Columbia agent William Daegener on April
25, 1853. AH. Todd wrote:
"I am anxious to have your office make as
much money as possible..... The Columbia
office has as yet but paid a small profit and
there is a large amt of treasure received &
shipped as well as many letters, papers &c. &c.
sent thru your office. Expenses are but trifling
and we ought to make some money out of it."
As of September 1, 1853 C.A. Todd sold his
express to Wells, Fargo & Co. After the demise of
Adams & Co., the Pacific Express Co. was formed
by its former agents and carried on business in
Columbia for a while. By this time Wells Fargo
was the dominant, and frequently the only express
to serve Columbia. The Alta Express Company
formed in July 1857 and On January 27, 1858 the
Stockton San Joaquin Republican ran an ad listing their new agency at Columbia. They didn't
last long, however; Alta Express Co. folded in November 1858.

Expresses
The flrst express company to operate to Columbia is difficult to determine. In his "Expressing to the Southern Mines" (Western Express, July
1992), Robert Livingston notes that by August 19,
1850 Todd & Co. was "running to all parts of the
Southern Mines"-- but not naming Columbia specific ally.
By June of 1851 A.H. Todd became associated
with L.W. Newell in Sonora, and on October 7,
1851 he sold his express business to him, which
then became Newell & Co. Newell & Co. most
certainly had an office in Columbia, but it is unclear if this is a continuation of an office of Todd The Fire of 1854
& Co. Newell & Co. was just transitional, for on
The first of Columbia's two great conflagraNovember 8, 1851 they became an agent for Adams tions occurred on July 10, 1854. With a few ex& Co. On December 3 an ad mentioning Colum- ceptions the town was built of combustible frame
bia as an office appeared in the Stockton Republi- structures. Alley's History of Tuolumne County
can; it was for Adams & Co., with Newell & Co. (1882) reports, "It broke out near Clark's hotel, on
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Broadway, and consumed nearly every house on after the town had incorporated on April 9, 1857.
Broadway, Fulton, Washington, State and Main Alley (1882) tells the story:
"Breaking out in a Chinese dwelling on the
streets, the only notable exception being Donald
& Parsons' fireproof building on the comer of Main north side of Jackson street, the flames could not
and Washington streets, which escaped the gen- be stayed, and within a very short time the whole
eral destruction. The mails at the Post Office were northern part of the town was burned. The burnt
saved, as also was the express matter of Adams & distict was comprised within the space between
Co. and Wells, Fargo & Co. .. .. The banking and Pacific street on the north, Columbia street on the
express buildings, the Columbia Exchange, Court east, Main Gulch on the south, and bounded west
House, Columbia House, American House, sa- by the west side of Broadway. Buildings which
were supposed to have been frre-proof, disappeared
loons, etc., were entirely destroyed."
like magic, shaking faith in brick walls.
The Fire of 1857
"During the fire a most fearful incident ocColumbia speedily rebuilt, with more buildings curred: this was the explosion of a large quantity
of brick; but it was·not enough to prevent a second of gunpowder in the store of R.N. Brown, resultand largerfrre on August 25, 1857,justfourmonths ing in the death of five men.... "
Once again Columbia rebuilt, mostly in brick
structures that remain today. For further fire
prevention - since they were blamed for the
fire, the Chinese were kicked out of the corporate limits. The buildings that were built at
this time have survived, and today are incorporated into Columbia State Park, where a visitor can get a feel for what a Gold Rush town
was like.

The Wells Fargo Building in Columbia
still stands and is preserved as part of
the California State Park.
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TOWN CANCELS OF COLUMBIA
TUO - 390

COLUMBIA CAL

~c2;YJLJ
TUO- 390

TUO- 400
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26 DEC 52

12 JUL 53

The earliest postmark known from Columbia is a straight-line with the
date written in underneath from December 26, 1852, which would be five
or six weeks after the office opened. This device was used as late as July
12, 1853; however, the postmaster must have misplaced it when sending
out the bottom cover on March 13, 1853, for he used a manuscript cancel
with a PAID handstarnp, for which Williams has a separate number. Both
covers courtesy of John Drew.

. 13 MAR 53

5
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45 . 5xll .. 5 9L 28 AUG 53
THIS MAY BE A WELLS FARGO MARKING.

12 JAN 54

When the original device broke or wore out between July 12 and August 28,
1853, the postmaster replaced it with another handstamp. This device differed
from with original with larger letters and the use of a second line for "CAL".
The date still had to be handwritten. This device's last known use is January
12, 1854. The top cover is courtesy of Stephen H. Marcus, the bottom of John
Drew.

5

COLUMBIA,
CAL .
TUO- 410
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Columbia, Sept. 27, year uncertain
on small cover addressed to Good
Prospect, Maine. Courtesy of
Edward Patera.

Two story brick Wells,
Fargo & Co. building
stands at the south end
of Main Street in
Columbia.

Just around the corner from
the Wells Fargo building is
the office of the Columbia
Gazette. The newspaper
started in November 1852;
its pages tell the story of
Columbia.
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TUO- 420

lc

32.0 lll

12 FEB 511· .

29 JUL 56

4

Sometime between January 12 and February 12, 1854 the Columbia experiment with
straight-line cancels were abandoned for a circular date stamp. Unfortunately, the
one used has no year date, so dating of these covers relies upon dated enclosures or
other markings. This device was used for about a year and a half. the latest usage
known is July 29, 1856. The two examples illustrated on this page are both dated
Aprilll. The top one, courtesy of William Dennis Hassler, is definitely 1854 from
the manuscript marking on the cover; the bottom one, courtesy of John Drew, is a
lighter strike that most likely went out on the same dispatch.

TUO- 420
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Also TU0-420, the
cover on the right
contained the enclosure which is transcribed below. Note
that this is the same
addressee as the Sept.
27 (1852) straight-line
postmark previously
illustrated. Courtesy
of William Dennis
Hassler.

Vino Springs Rancho Columbia
Tuesday June 13th 1854
Dear Leonard,
I shall be able to write you but a few lines as I am not very well this evening. The first part of the week I was
confined to my bed not being able to sit up on account of the violence of a pain in my back. I mean last week Friday &
Saturday I was much better & to day I am still improving & have improved but find when I write that it brings on the pain
again. I have been obliged to move about a good deal to day as we have commenced cutting our Barley & have not quite
finished planting our Potatoes. We had just a smart shower to day which is something very remarkable for California.
Yours as ever
EdwardS. Lewis

This interesting usage with a TU0-420 left Columbia for France "via Panama and New York". There is no
indication of the year on the front, but there is a receiving backstamp ofJuly 31, 1856. Courtesy of John Drew.
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TUO- 430

1c

33.0

BL

18 DEC 56

14 JUN 66

4

When the device designated as TU0-420 wore out in the latter half of 1856 it was
replaced by the first Columbia postmark with a year date. This new device, TU0-430
is first known from December 18, 1856. It was in use throughout the Civil War years,
with a usage known on June 14, 1866. With this postmark we begin seeing stamps on
covers from Columbia.
TUO- 430

In this example of Masonic correspondence using TU0-430 the year 1857
can be made out, but not the month. Courtesy of John Drew.

An overland cover from Columbia to Vermont. Since it appears the lead horse is
eating the year date, it's difficult to date the cover. Courtesy of John Drew.
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The two examples ofTU0-430 on this page show the year strikes quite clearly. Both are from 1860,
and neither cover has stamps affixed. The top illustration, supplied by John Drew, is an exceptionally clear strike on a letter from Columbia to Switzerland, with a "PAID 35" marking. T.he bottom
cover was domestic,from Columbia to Delaware "via Panama" and a "PAID 10", courtesy ofStephen
Marcus.
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In another example ofTU0-430, this small cover was sentfrom Columbia July 14,1860
to Lowell, Massachusetts. The notation "answered Sept. 3, 1860 shows it was delivered
in about seven weeks. Courtesy of Edward Patera.

View of Columbia's Main Street taken in early Spring in the 1960s, with the Wells Fargo
building on the left. Today a steady stream of tourists walk the streets of town.
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17 DEC 88
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After the Civil war the Columbia post office acquired a smaller circular date stamp-and once again they opted for a device without a year date. The cover below is a fine
example of this postmark on a patriotic, thought to be from 1865. If this date is correct,
it means this device overlapped its usage with the previous device. It also overlapped
with at least one subsequent device, for examples are known with a manuscript year
date as late as December 17, 1888, similar to the postmark on the September 3, 1888
Special Delivery cover at bottom. Both covers courtesy of John Drew.
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EXPRESS MARKINGS of COLUMBIA
Reynolds, Todd & Co.

Early competitors A.H. Todd and Angevine Reynolds joined on October 11, 1851 to form Reynolds, Todd & Co. The
company dissolved on April24, 1852; the cover illustrated above must have been in the last dispatch from their Columbia
office. Courtesy of John Drew.

Freeman & Co.

John M. Freeman was involved in expressing in California throughout the 1850s, sometimes operating under his own name,
and at other times involved in other express companies. He may have had an office in Columbia prior to selling out to
Adams & Co. in August 1852. This cover probably dates to 1859, when he was operating under his own name in the interior
from February to November. Courtesy of John Drew.
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Adams & Co.
Adams & Co. may have had an office in Columbia from the time they bought out Todd & Co. in August 1852. They are
known to have used at least three different handstamps in Columbia before the company abruptly folded in February 1855.
Both covers courtesy of John Drew
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Wells, Fargo & Co.

These two covers show two of the Wells Fargo handstamps used at their Columbia office. The top one has an enclosure
dated May 20, 1854, a letter from the "Columbia Fusiliers" requesting "bayonet scabards" from the U.S. Military at Sacramento. The marking below has "Express" written in fancy script. Both covers courtesy of John Drew.
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Above: Wells, Fargo & Co. receipt for $60.00 accepted for shipment to Stockton on May 9, 1859 from J. Donnelly.
By this time Wells Fargo was without competition in Columbia.
Below: Columbia dry goods merchant Philip Schwartz used Wells Fargo often enough that he had his advertising
comer printed on the envelope. Both items courtesy of John Drew.
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Pacific Express Company
The Pacific Express Company was formed by the agents of Adams & Co. after that company failed in July 1855.
Courtesy of John Drew.

Alta Express Company
The Alta Express company organized in July 1857 and had an office in Columbia until in folded in November 1858.
This receipt for a $35.00 package was given to B. Harrison in the Columbia office. Courtesy of John Drew..
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MAIL FROM HAWAII
Part6
by Randall E. Burt

Postmasters of the Hakalau Plantations
The Hakalau post office was located above
Kolekole Gulch in the headquarters of the Hakalau
Plantation sugar mill in the political district of
North Hilo on the east cost of the Island of Hawaii. See the map in Figure 1 for Hakalau Bay
showing the various post offices from Laupahoehoe south to Hilo. Figure 2 is a postcard view
of the Hakalau sugar mill at the edge of Hakalau
Bay near the landing.
The Wilder Steamship Company and Interisland Steam Navigation Company steamers called
at Hakalau Bay landing with freight, passengers
and mail bags in the 1890s. The Hakalau post office was opened in 1892 with H.V. Patten as its
first postmaster. Table 1 is a list of the postmaster
appointments.
A few early letters from Hakalu managers and
postmasters allow a brief glimpse into their contemporary concerns. Addressed to the General Post
Office in Honolulu or to their associate postmasters along the coast, these letters reveal some of
their postal problems.
Hakalau Plantation manager Hugh Morrison
wrote on April29, 1886 to congratulate Kaulukou
on his recent appointment to replace Whitney as
Postmaster General. His note appealed to Kaulukou for legislative support to improve the public
roads in the district ofHilo, a problem that existed
into the late 1890s. Morrison's letter reads in part
as follows:
"I trust your influence in the legislature will
be directed to advocating and pushing forward
any scheme for the bettering of the Public
Roads in this district, for on this being accomplished thoroughly, we all look to you."
Former Hilea Postmaster now employed at the
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Hakalau Plantation, H. V. Patten wrote Postmaster
General Wundenberg on September 14, 1890 to
submit his resignation. It reads as follows:
"Owing to my departure from Kau District,
I herewith tender my resignation as Postmaster of Hilea.
"Mr. A.J. Ivers, who has taken my place at
Hilea, will hand you all Post Office accounts.
"I would also recommend Mr. Ivers to you
as my successor as Postmaster.
Although Hakalau had no official post office
during the January 1890 to 1892 period, mail continued to be sent via Hilo to Honolulu, probably
by unscheduled vessels and overland messengers.

Complaints about Mail Delivery to Hakalau
Hakalau Plantation manager George Ross
wrote Laupahoehoe postmaster E.W. Barnard on
February 6, 1892 to complain about poor mail service. His note reads as follows:
"The way we have been treated in respect of
KINAU mails of late, I think, justifies complaint to the PMG, and I am doing so by this
mail.
"I sent a man from here on Wednesday to
Hilo with instructions to bring out the
Laupahoehoe Mail Bag. He was told he could
not get it and that the KINAU was to reutrn to
L-hoehoe with it. On Thursday, Mr. Kinney,
Honomu, sent a man to Hilo for his mail, and
he undertook to bring your mail bag out. I
telephoned to Mr. Severance to get it from the
stmr and hand it to Mr. Kinney's man. No
effort, however, was made by that gentleman
to get the bag from the stmr. Today, the overland mail man was, we were informed, to bring
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Figure 1. A section of a 1901 map shows Hakalu Bay between Laupahoehoe and Honomu on the
east coast of the Island of Hawaii, with Hilo and lower center.

it out, and I telephoned to Mr. Severance this
morning, to remind him of this, but he replied
that the overland mail man could not carry it,
he having already a load. I found that the
steamer was at Pepeekeo (just a few miles
south of Kaupakuea) and dispatched a man

from here with a note to Purser Beckley. We
got it at last. The overland mail man, who
was said to be loaded up, arrived here with
about a dozen letters in his saddle bags.
"I write you this so that you may supplement my complaint- if you feel so disposed."
Page 33
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Figure 2. Postcard view of the Hakalau Plantation sugar mill, Hakalau Bay, on the
east coast of the Island of Hawaii aboutl55 miles north of Hilo.

More Problems with Steamer Mail at Hakalau
Ross wrote PMG Hill on February 8, 1892, us~ng plantation stationery, to detail several complaints about recent irregular mail delivery by
steamers in the winter months. His note reads as
follows:
"During the rough winter weather, we receive our mail very irregularly. Several trips
oflate the KINAU could not land the mails at
. Laupahoehoe, and they are taken on to Hilo,
where they remain until the homeward trip,
thus rendering it impossible to answer letters,
unless by some means, the mail bag is got out
overland.
"This trip the KIN AU did not stop at
Laupahoehoe. I sent a man from here to Hilo
to bring out the Laupahoehoe bag (under authority from Mr. Barnard). He was told in Hilo
that he could not get it, as the KINAU was to
return to Laupahoehoe. The KINAU did not
return, and on Thursday, a man was sent from
Honomu for their mail and I again telephoned
to Mr. Severance to get the Laupahoehoe bag
and forward it by the Honomu messenger. It
was not done, however, but we were told it
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would be sent out by the overland mail carrier
from Kau on Friday. We waited patiently for
his arrival, but he came minus our mail bag.
On telephoning this to Mr. Severance, he replied that the overland mail carrier was unable to take it, although he arrived here with
about a dozen letters in his saddle bags. I ultimately got the bag in time to answer our mail
by sending a messenger to Purser Beckly at
Pepeekeo, the mail bag still being on the
steamer.
"I would respectfully suggest, in order to
avoid to some extent, these delays, that we
have a post office at Hakalau, so that we have
a mail bag of our own, and in the event of the
steamer not landing it at Laupahoehoe, we can
send to Hilo for it, or have it sent out by the
overland mail man, as part of the duties of the
postmaster there, & not as a favor. We are
now receiving and dispatching as much mail
here as many of the rural offices, and there is
no Post Office between Hilo and Laupahoehoe. If you should favorably consider this
proposal, I would suggest Mr. H.V. Patten,
Book Keeper here as Postmaster."
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but keep them on board and lands them on
Hakalau Gets a Post Office; Patten Appointed
returning; as for instance, on that steamer's last
On February 19, 1892, Ross wrote PMG Hill
trip.
to acknowledge his note of February 13 discuss"Therefore, I would ask you to be good
ing the proposal for a post office at Hakalau. Ross
enough, whenever the KINAU or any other
responded positively to Hill as follows:
vessel carries on to Hilo mails for the districts
"Yours of 13th inst. received. Mr. H.V.
named, to take possession of those mails and
Patten is willing to accept the appointment of
despatch them overland to their destinations,
Postmaster here and do the work for a nomiwith as little delay as possible.
nal sum, in the meantime, and until you are
"I have given instructions to the purser of
able to pay him the salary afforded to such
the KINAU to deliver to you mails for those
positions.
districts under the circumstances alluded to.
"I beg to thank you for adopting the proposal
"It is especially important that all mails by
and also for your instructions to Hilo post ofthis trip of the KINAU for the district of N.
fice. The steamer HAWAll is our freight boat,
Hilo should be promptly delivered, because
and in the event of there being any mail for us
of their containing ballots, &c. for the coming
between the regular sailings of the KINAU, it
could be forwarded by the HAWAIL"
election of a Representative to the LegislaThe rest of the story is in PMG Hill's letter book as
ture."
he directed all concerned to correct their problems Hill's note to the Purser of the KINAU reads as
with mail delivery along the east coast of the Is- follows:
"In the event at any time, of being unable to
land of Hawaii.
land the mails for Laupahoehoe, Ookala or
PMG Uill's Letter Book
Hakalau on the up trip, will you be good
On April 5, 1892 Hill sent directives to proenough to give them into the possession of Mr.
L. Severance, Postmaster at Hilo, so that he
vide mail suport for Hakalau to the purser on the
may despatch them overland to their respecKINAU and the postmasters at Hilo, Laupahoehoe
and Ookala. His note to Severance at Hilo reads
tive destinations?"
as follows:
To Laupahoehoe postmaster Bernard, Hill wrote
"The people of Laupahoehoe, Ookala and
as follows:
"I regret very much that, owing primarily to
Hakalau represent they are greatly inconvenienced by not having sufficient time to anthe rough weather preventing the SS KINAU
swer letters, whenever the SS KINAU, on actouching at Laupahoehoe and secondarily, to
count of roughness of weather, is unable to
the conduct of the Postmaster at Hilo, accordland mails for those districts on the up trip;
ing to your letter of March 29th, last weeks

Table 1. Postmaster Appointments for the lsland.ofHawaii
HAKALAU ("many perches") Plantation sugar mill on Hakalau Bay, 15.5 miles north of Hilo.

Postmaster

Period of Service

H.V.Patten
George Ross
David MacKenzie

March_, 1892 January 1, 1894 August_, 1900 -

November 30, 1893 Resigned
August_. 1900
_ _,1905

William Ross

June 30?, 1905 -

June 30, 1914+

Note: The dates that MacKenzie left office and Ross took over in 1905, and the date of his resignation after 1914 were not determined in
research. All dates for June 30, 1905 to 1914 were noted in the an.nual summary reports sent by the Honolulu postmaster to the Govemorofthe
Territory of Hawaii.
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mails for your district by the vessel just now
named were so long in reaching their destination; but, thank you for having brought the
matter so promptly to my notice.
"This mail takes to Mr. Severance, Postmaster at Hilo, positive instructions to forward
overland, without avoidable delay, to Hakalau,
Ookala and Laupahoehoe all mails for those
districts that may at any time be carried on to
Hilo by the SS KINAU or any other vessel.
"I have not yet been able to ascertain from
the Steamship Management whether or not
your suggestion with regard to landing mails
at Hakalau can be effected, but have it in mind
and will communicate with you in relation
thereto later on."
Hill also wrote Mr. C.N. Len nan, manager of
the Laupahoehoe Sugar Company, about the matter, the same day. That note reads as follows:
"In reply to your letter of March 31st, I
would say that, by this mail, the Postmaster
receives positive instructions to despatch overland, without delay, all mails for your district
carried on to Hilo by the SS KINAU or any
other vessel."
Hill's last letter on the matter dated AprilS went
to Ookala Postmaster R. Ivers. It reads as follows:
"With the vices of remedying the evil indicated in your letter of March 30th, I send by
this mail to the Postmaster at Hilo positive
instructions to despatch overland to their destination, without delay, all mails for Hakalau,
Ookala and Laupahoehoe that may at any time
be carried on to Hilo by the SS KINAU or any
other vessel."

June2001

In 1893 when their volume of mail and stamp
sales increased, PMG Oat upgraded the post office
at Hakalau to a money order office.

Patten Resigns; Ross Appointed
Using Hakalau Plantation stationery on November 30, 1893, Patten submitted his resignation to
PMG Oat. It reads as follows:
"Herewith I enclose my Commission and tender you my resignation as postmaster at
Hakalau.
"Mr. Ross informs me that he will accept the
appointment, if satisfactory to you.
"By giving this your earliest attention, you
will confer a favor.
"P.S. I will forward statements, etc. for month
of Nov. by HAWAil, which will leave here
about Dec. 5th."
Stretching the time for his reply until after Christmas, PMG Oat answered on December 27. His note
that day enclosed a commission for George Ross as
Postmaster, whose appointment was effective on
January 1, 1894.
Ross acknowledged receipt of his appointment
on January 1, 1894. His note reads in part as follows:
"I beg to thank you for the confidence reposed
in me and I wish to assure you that I will endeavor to discharge the duties of the office to
your satisfaction, and that of the public. I will
send you the bond, signed, by next mail.
"I am sending the bond by this mail to my
brother William Ross (Interisland Steam Navigation Co.) who will sign it and send to you."
Figure 3 is an early strike of the postmark for
Hakalau on a cover sent to Honolulu on August 7,
Mail for Hilo via Hakalau
1893, shortly after the royal portrait issues were
PMG Hill wrote Patten at Hakalau on August overprinted by the Provisional Government.
23, 1892 about forwarding steamer mail. His note
reads as follows:
Deputy Postmaster D. MacKenzie, Hakalau
"By the (stmr) CLAUDINE, today, we send
When the Minister of Finance advised PMG Oat
the Hilo letter mail, to be delivered into your
to have all postal employees renew their oath to the
care. Please be good enough to telephone the
newly formed government of the Republic of Hafact to the Postmaster at Hilo; or, forward the
waii in August 1894, MacKenzie wrote PMG Oat
mail without that delay, if convenient."
on August 28 as follows:
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Figure 3. An overprinted "Provisional I GOVT. I 1893" two cent 1864 issue is tied to a cover sent to
Honolulu with a "HAKALAU I 7 I AUG I 1893 I HAWAII" strike.

"Your circular regarding the renewal of commissions duly received.
"Mr. Ross is at present on a vacation in Europe and is not expected back for a couple of
months. On his return, I will acquaint him of
your communication.
"In the meantime, I am willing to carry on
the Post Office business as heretofore."
He signed it as Deputy P.M.
Shortly after his return, Ross wrote PMG Oat
on November 10. His note reads as follows:
"I have received your favor of 6th instant
and now beg to say that I have received my
Commission as Postmaster from Judge S.L.
Austin, before whom I have taken the required
oaths. I enclose herewith the Oath of office,
subscribed, also bond of office signed by myself. I have written to my brother William
Ross, who was surety on the old bond, to call
on you and subscribe to this one, all of which
I trust will be satisfactory to you."
On a reminder from PMG Oat a week later, Ross
sent the required one dollar revenue stamp for his
bond on November 21.

Post Office Workload Heavier at Hakalau
On March 28, 1895, deputy postmaster
MacKenzie informed PMG Oat that his workload ·
was much heavier. His note reads as follows:
"Your letters regarding February statements
to hand. Ere this you will have received my
statements. Had it not been that our mail bag,
on KINAU of Feb. 14th, had gone astray, you
would have had them before you wrote that
letter.
"Post office business is apparently on the increase here. It takes quite a little time to get .
through all the work now."
Hakalau Town Cancel Stamp Damaged
MacKenzie wrote PMG Oat ori February 25,
1896 about his damaged rubber stamp as follows:
"Please send me by return (mail) a new
'1896' die for my date stamp. The old one got
damaged recently when trying to extract it."
See Table 2 for the town cancels of Hakalau.
When Hawaii became a territory of the United
States in July 1900, George Ross resigned and
MacKenzie became postmaster. He then s~rved
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to e arly 1905 and was relieved by William Ross,
the brother of George Ross, the former postmas-

ter. William served to 1914 or later.

Table 2. Town cancels of Hakalau
Davey No.

Period of Use

Notes
Single outer ring encloses town name "HAKALAU
I 7 I AUG I 1893 I HAWAII". Example cancel ties
an overprinted "Provisional I Govt. I 1893" two cent
1864 issue on a cover to Honolulu. Strikes after
1894 must be considered as favor cancels to order.
(CTOs)

237.02

10/92 to 8/98

Double outer and single inner circles enclose
"HAKALAU I 4 /NOV I 1895 /HAWAII." Deputy
Postmaster MacKenzie used this worn strike on a
note to Registry Clerk George L. Desha in Honolulu.

281 .02

3/95 to 5/00

SOURCESfurHAKALAU
Pacific Commercial Advertiser, July 24, 1894. Article entitled "Roads of Hawaii," noting the need for their

improvement along the east coast of the Island of Hawaii.
Pacific Commercial Advertiser, August 16, 1900. Column entitled "POSTMASTERS, Appointments of
Several Received;" August 21, 1900 lists the post offices of Hawaii and the fourth class postmasters

appointed by President McKinley.
Pacific Commercial Advertiser, August 25, 1900. Article entitled "Mail Must Be Properly Directed;" gives an

official list of all island post offices by island.
Postmaster General Letter Books and Correspondence Files as cited, Archives of Hawaii (AH), Honolulu.
Summary Reports of !he Honolulu Postmasters to the Governor for !he Territory of Hawaii listing !he postmasters and post offices for fiscal years ending June 30, 1905 through June 30, 1914, AH, Honolulu.
Thomas, Mifflin, Schooner from Windward, University of Hawaii Press, Honolulu, 1983.
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Figure 1. A profile sketch map of the Istand ofHawaii from The Friend of March 5, 1859 showing the Hamakua District in
the northeast with a cross-island road via Waimea to Kawaihae, the route most likely taken by the early mail carriers.

District of Hamakua
The Postmasters of Hamakua and Paauhau
From 1855 the district ofHamakua was served
by an overland mail carrier dispatched by the Hilo
postmaster on the route to Kawaihae and from
Kawaihae via Waimea to Hamakua. Postmasters
Whitney and Clark mention the overland mail route
in their letters to Hamakua postmasters.
Stamp account journals maintained in Honolulu for island post offices reflect only the postage
charges for stamps sent and for those routinely affixed to mail for foreign destinations. Salaries, rent
for post offices and sundry expenses are not listed
in these early journals. Those charges are noted in
the 1880s.

Whitney's Letter Book
The political district ofHamakua is located on
the northeast coast of the Island of Hawaii. It was
very sparsely populated in 1855 just as Postmaster Whitney was getting his overland mail carriers
and island post offices established. See Figure 1
map.
Mail mishaps were reported to Whitney every
few months in this period of growth. One such
mail concern involving a whaler began with tracing a letter from a Hamakua resident who may have
been their first postmaster. He enclosed thirty dollars in payment to Whitney, possibly for books.
Whitney's response to that letter identified the
Hamakua to Kawaihae mail route on May 18, 1855.
Addressed to Fred'k A. Lowe, Hamakua, it reads
in part as follows:
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"Your favor of May 1st at hand with letter
for the U.S.
"I am sorry to say that I have not received
the letter to which you refer as having been
sent to me on the 21st of March, though letters from you for the States sent about that time
were received.
"By whom did you send your letter to me
from Hamakua to Kawaihae? I think it could
not have got as far as the Kawaihae Post Office.
"I see on reading over your letter that you
sent it by '_ _' to Kawaihae. I requested
you to send it by some safe conveyance or
trusty person, to Kawaihae."
Whitney also wrote Capt. James A. Law, postmaster at Kawaihae on May 18 about the missing letter. His note reads as follows:
"Mr. Fred'kA. Lowe ofHamakua, writes me
that he sent a letter on the 21st of March by
mail from Hamakua to Kawaihae, addressed
to me, containing thirty dollars.
"I have to enquire if any such letter has been
received by you, by mail or otherwise, and if
it was forwarded on to me by mail or otherwise?
Unfortunately, these incoming letters during the
period up to 1869 were not saved, but references
to them in early letter books help to tell the story.
On June 7, 1855 Whitney responded to several letters from Lowe in Hamakua with his conclusions on the missing letter. His letter reads as
follows:
"I received your favor of May 23 a few days
ago, & also one from Mr. Law (postmaster) of
Kawaihae. Mr. Law and Mr. (Lorenzo) Lyons
(Waimea postmaster) both assure me they received & forwarded your letter containing
money to me. Mr. Law states that he sent that
mail by a whale ship, but it has never been
received here and I suppose has been taken up
to the Ochotsk. I have written to Mr. Law to
enquire the name of the whaler. They sometimes carry our mails & leave them at Kauai.
But, I have never known of any before being
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ten, which will {)n~vf'nt such~.,.. ~iog eha~ with l10!1t&«e;
I
1& IW(;OQd time 'lll'h~ dclin·r-d at th<'ir d~tinatlun.
1
JQa£P.B JACKso~, rciat ~MI.C..". 1

j

I·

l

Figure 2. Joseph Jackson's postage rates from Whitney's
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser of October 2, 1856 are
the same as appeared in The Polynesian on July 20, 1855.

carried off on a cruise. I am satisfied that you
are in no way to blame, and I hope in the fall
to be able to get hold of the mail bag again.
So far as my bill is concerned, I shall credit
you on my books as paid & trust to the honesty of whatever captain it was took the mail."
Whitney also responded to two letters from
Capt Law at Kawaihae on June 7 about the missing mail bag. His letter reads as follows:
"I have rec'd your two favors of May 23d
and am much obliged for the information contained in it. The mail bag alluded to, containing the money remitted by Mr. Lowe has never
been rec'd, & no doubt has gone up to the
Ochotsk on a cruise. Can you remember by

I

I
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Table 1. Postmaster Appointments for the Island of Hawaii

HAMAKUA ("long comer" or "the back of the island). Post office located at Paauhau below Honokaa,
District of Harnakua.
Frederick J. Lowe
J.H. Morrison
R. Robinson*
GeorgeS. Kenway
John Jones
Rufus A. Lyman

August 28, 1855
July_, 1858
July 8, 1859
June?, 1860
July 19, 1864
Aug_, 1878

June?, 1858
June?, 1860
September 20, 1859 P.O. closed
July 19, 1864 Resigned
June?, 1866 P.O. Closed
March_, 1879 P.O. Closed

*

The second post office in Hamakua was opened at Paauilo in Robinson's general store by Jackson. Clark closed it as
unnecessary because it was too close to Morrison's store. Kenway served Kawaihae as postmaster in 1850-1851. The Hamakua
Post Office stamp account is from Honolulu General Post Offic Journal #46.

PAAUHAU ("tax yard or "tribute enclosure") District of Hamakua on the same former Hamakua
post office location. Headquarters for Paauhau Sugar Company and mill near Paauhau. The United
States post office here was discontinued May 31, 1989.
Rufus A. Lyman
James Gibb**
Alex Smith
James Gibson
Motoko Ichiyama (Acting)
Motoko Ichiyama
Harold T. Gyotoku (Acting)
Harold T. Gyotoku
Elsie M. Gyotoku
Elsie M. Enanoria

November 1, 1883
June 30, 1905?
June 30, 1910?
July 13, 1931
June 29, 1932
February 5, 1936
October 15, 1945

June 1, 1887 P.O. Closed
June 30, 1909 +
June 30, 1914 +

July 16, 1947

Dec. 5, 1952 deceased

February 11, 1953
December 9, 1954

* The dates of service are from the annual surrunary reports the Honolulu Postmaster sent to the Governor of the Territory. The
date that the United States established a post office here
appointments and resignations.

wa.~

what ship you sent it? If you can, I may recover it in the fall. Otherwise, it may never
be returned. We have frequently had our mails
from Lahaina or Hilo left by whalers on Kauai.
They having forgotten to leave them here.
They are frequently careless with our mail
bags. I think it best not to send by whalers,
unless some resident is on board as passenger, who will look after the mail sent. If the
legislature appropriates money to employ mail
carriers on Hawaii, I may be up your way in
July."

Lowe becomes Postmaster at Hamakua
The last two letters from Hamakua were answered by Whitney on August 28, 1855 authoriz-

not determined, nor were the exact dates for their postmaster

ing Lowe to open a post office and to sell postage
stamps. His note to Lowe reads as follows:
"Your favors of Aug. 14 & 15 are both at
hand. I have put up for you one Hawaiian
grammar and one phrase book, 50¢ which amts
are charged to you. I have no dictionaries.
They are out of print. I send you also for your
post-office use, a box of sealing wax.
"I have no objection to your collecting postages for this office. You will ftnd the rates of
postage on letters published in The Polynesian
for the past few weeks. But, the better way
would be for you to keep on hand a supply of
stamps and when foreigners want to pay on
letters, have the stamps put on. A ftve cent
stamp pays the Hawaiian postage & a 13 cent
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stamp pays theAm(erican) postage. When the
whole postage is wished to be paid, put on a 5
& 13 ct. stamps, which makes 18 cents. The
whole postage is only 17 cts. but the above is
.• .. ...... r..;:e..... .. ,. <l!..•~· ·~~;t ....., • -{.~.:j:· ; .:. . "' c 1!1 0.. - 0.. 0 ~ .
the nearest you can come to it." See figures 2
: ::.: (;~~j·:~ :·:~~~~~~~·'"~>~ -;~;;~~~l:...h ·.-~ ~
~~
and 3 for postage rates.
Unitolt r:!&atest. Katl~ .~., • • • ~'(~7 ~.;.;·; •• • . 5c:
17c 32e:
Fnnclaro·Phy; ·wt·n pay:~-;~,~-;~·~~ ••· :~ ·_6 _,
10 ~
Whitney's book and stationery store, from Sal'
lnl.. n4 Cat.;Oreaon and Utab Ter.. :.·;~ ••-.. 5
lO ·<
Mexte.ut
porta•
·
........
.
..
....
·
~
;;:•
....
~·....
6
l!i'
17•
32•.
which he carried on a regular mail order business l''\aama~~ewGrenada,• •• ; ~·;·~;;:_..... . ... · 5 22 !27• · 62•: .
with customers on the other islands as well, was V:-.lparatat• and 8. Azner. ihp!lhilca•...... 5 5!l 57• 112*·
Cllllada. u•l Urit. Nonb. Am. Prov.•. .. •• • 5 17 22 4Z
located in an adjoining room to the post office in Great Brltala; Inlud ud Scotland • • • • • • li 31 36* 70'*
France•... ;...., ••·•• ~ ;~; ........ ; / ,:'.·••.• ~ .... 5 !28 33• 64*
Honolulu Hale. He had rented the entire building Bremen' Hambu~ aa.d Germ~tn1:3t:lt9"• . . . 5 ~ J7 79
. Finla:nt. &e.•.: ...... ·.. ·..... -. .... 5 39 44'* 86•
from the government when the cabinet offices were , Russia
llritidh\Y~n~tindlc¥" ........ ~·.· , . ;.; •••••
5 22 2i• .52*
.. (110\ Jlricicb) . ;.;~·;;.• ;....... 5 '16 51*100*
relocated to Felly's place a few blocks inland, to- I1 Wcdt•{ncliotl
A~IStr.tlian C:>lonie.. (.-ia su,r_r:~:~ci.•co). 5
6 11 * 16*
ur "' Cl'tern lslaudll•. •.• • • • • • • • • • • • . 5
25• so•
ward the Pali. Whitney then rented the upstairs I, .'\.\11:r.orc~,
port:! in the Pacific.• whe·n ~·I!~ ·direct
fruul tlli;"~ Office, ••• _. ••• • • .. ·.,~..!"~;:· ...~:.~ •• ;. 5
5*l JO•
offices to local professionals, lawyers, photogra- :
Q:?" All letters for places :ID..arked ahove with n
phers, etc.
star (•), mt'-11 1M paid 'through. oi they will not . be.
When he resigned from the post office in June forwarded- excepting letters for Great Britain, ;
1856 to begin his own newspaper (The Pacific which, if desire~ will be serft in a sealed bag through
Commercial Advertiser), it was set up in that same the United States, &nd only· H~waiil!Jl and Sen p:>stage collected, viz. :
>.-.
building on Merchant Street, next door to the
Single letteril. ·:. ~· ..~ ·.~ ..:. .. . ..
. ·7 c.cn ts.
Ne,.-spapers, ·..;::
:~ ~
·
2 "
Polynesian office on the comer of Bethel and
Pamphlets. · . " :"', - · 1 cent per ounce.
Merchant. Whitney had resigned as publisher of
Postnge on single lette:rs Jrom the U.S. . 7 cents.
J:' or double lette!'S, · .. ::
12 "
The Polynesian newspaper in 1854, since the postal
And
5
cents
for
~1n:h additional half ounce.
duties took more of his time.
· Postage ~::Net«pa~$ '£ro'.m tM Uni~d State:s.
Research did not reveal the dates when Lowe
On single J.?tl~ ~ eta•.~~~~-· : ~.. - ·....·
stopped serving Hamakua as postmaster or when
On single pamphlets containing less than 40 pa· ··
- .-.,:·<_:: :.
·
Morrison began, but it could have been in 1857. : ges, 4 ~ents.
On single pamphlets containing from 40 to 150
Whitney's letter book ended almost a year before pages, 8 cents. · ·
-:· · .
he resigned, which suggests that he may have
Bound' volume-~ .2 cents.,pe.r 9unce.
started another book which has not surfaced. Post- . Daguerreotypes at tl1e sa~e rnte as letters.
N e\v&pape~ seat from ~~r,~ .must he. pre-paid.
master Jackson's first letter to Morrison was sent To California and .Eastern· U·. S., 3 cents ..
on August 2, 1858, over two years after he too~
England (not in .ealed· bag), - .: 4 "
B'rcmcn o.nd Hamburg;~
l:~ ·
8 "
over as Honolulu postmaster. Table 1 is a list of
.
.
-·
•
.
.
C openh ngen, ..:.·. - .;.:.~;' .. • .
15 •'
postmaster appointments for Hamakua and
·France, ·.;.·:.f-=~
- .,. .;,;. - . 4 "
Lima,
V
nlp~
and
Coquimbo,
10
'•
Paauhau.

'~~:~~:j:J~.£.ff.0~.~;~ .:$.~~~[ ·:t ~ f ~~tl ~ ~~:
..-·

,_

-

I

·

~·,,

Jackson's Letter Book
Jackson wrote five letters to Morrison before
he died, two in 1858 and three in 1859, after which
Clark was appointed Postmaster General. Those
few letters are the only items remaining which pro-

vide the history of the postmasters and the post

. Sydney anc:t.New Zenland,
2 ...
Cnriilda and New llrunswick
.;
3 C•
Enst Indies, ~ -- . · - ' 2 "
!'- re~uction m:ldc on pamphlets aud papers recetved m pac~"'eS of t'vo . or more to rcgulnl' sub-·
scn"bers.
.,.
..
.
A 12 cents 'CT~ 8._1;tamp~ iii1.d 5 ccn.(Hn.wniinn, will
ptt.y:lettcrs· to .:the 'U.S. through. and cnn b~ pro-

c~re~ ~t- th~.~!,~··:·:_
I

office at Hamakua. Jackson's first note, dated
August 2, 1858, reads as follows:
"Your favor of the 26th ult. was this day re-
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Figure 3. Jackson's postage rate tables added the
charges for newspapers from November 1856 to April
1957. From The Polynesian. November 8, 1856.
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ceived. I send your bill receipted and have
passed to your credit the five dollars included
in your letter.
"The letter for the 'States' has been mailed
and postage charged as you requested."
Clarke's advice to Morrison on the change reads
as follows:
"I have abolished the post office under
charge of R. Robinson in Hamakua, & desire
him to pass over to you, all postage stamps he
may have on hand. When he does so, please
inform me, & I will charge the same to your
office, or in case you do not need them, please
send them back to me, & I will give him Cr.
for them & not charge them to your office.
"The mail bag will not be opened hereafter
between your office & A. Harris & Co.'s
(Laupahoehoe).
"Please inform me of the receipt of Key to
Mail Bag."
Clark explained the change to Pitman at Hilo as
follows:
"After.due consideration, I have concluded
to abolish the Post Office under the charge of
R. Robinson in Hamakua, & have written him
to that effect. The overland mail will hereafter go from Mr. Morrison's to A. Harris & Co.
& on returning from A. Harris & Co.'s to Mr.
Morrison's unopened.
"The mail will in future go locked from office to office on its route from Kawaihae to
Hilo & in returning."
Clark's note to A. Harris & Co., Laupahoehoe
Plantation on September 20 enclosed a key to the
overland mail bag and repeated his decision to dis-

miss Robinson's post office at Hamakua as unnecessary. See Figure 4 for postage rates and a list of
postmasters appointed for the Hamakua coast, Hilo,
Waimea and Kawaihae.
Jackson's next note to Morrison, sent on September 18, enclosed two letters with postage due
(tax letters). His note reads as follows:
"With yourU.S.letters rec'don the 16th inst.,
I enclose two letters; one directed to S.
MOKUOLA, the other to Geo. Hardy - both
of which parties are unknown to me, but presuming that they might not be to you, I have
charged their postage to your account, to the
am't of seventeen cents on the former, and
seven cents on the latter, should you know the
parties; if not, please return them & I will credit
you with the same.
The above is the only method I know of collecting postage of strangers and presuming you
will be willing to favor me."

R. Robinson, Hamakua Postmaster
Jackson wrote a letter on July 8, 1859 to appoint Robinson as a postmaster in Paauilo, a second post office for the district of Hamakua, rescinded by PMG A.K. Clark on September 20.
That correspondence reads as follows:
"As you are probably aware, after August
1st the new postal law goes into effect and after
that time, no letters can be forwarded by mail
unless stamped or otherwise paid. I am not
sure but that you may have been authorized to
open mail bags by Mr. Pitman (Hilo postmaster), but whether such is the case or not, I
should be glad to have you act in capacity of

Table 3. Hamakua P.O. Stamp Account with the
Honolulu Generai ·P.O., Journal #28.
Date

Item

July 30, 1859

Hamakua P.O. To 500 2c Stamps (10 Sheets)
J.H. Morrison - Hamakua P.O.

Oct. 15, 1859

To Interisland Stamps
Nov. 2, 1859
Dec. 30, 1859
Jan. 1, 1860
June 30, 1860

Hamakua P.O. To 2c Stamps (inland)
Hamakua P.O.
Interisland Postage - Hamakua
Cash Dr. to Sundriew- Hamakua

Dr.

Cr.

10.00

5.00
5./00
13.75
13.75
2.50
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Table 3.
J.H. Morrison
Stamp Account
with the General
P.O., January 30 to
July 1,1859.
Journal45.
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postmaster for your district after the receipt
of this, if agreeable to you - as your store will
be a convenient point for natives and others to
procure stamps.
"Presuming (that) you will accept the above
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appointment, I forward to you by this mail,
twenty sheets of stamps of twenty-five each, and
at the end of each quarter, you will please remit
to me the amount arriving from the sale of them
with a statement of the am't still on hand.
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Table 4. J H. Morrison Stamp Account with the General P.O., July 1, 1859to September 20, 1859, Journa/45.

"Should you need a further supply, you will
please return the tin case in which to enclose
the same."
Tables 2 through 7 show the early interisland stamp
accounts kept in Honolulu for the Hamakua postmasters.
Jackson's last two letters for Hamakua were
sent to Morrison. The first, dated July 9, reads as
follows:
"I forward to you per (schr) LIHOLIHO today, twenty sheets of interisland postage
stamps, to be used on & after Aug 1st '59-All interisland letters must be stamped after
that date in order to be forwarded, & the mail
carrier should understand that it will be unlawful for him to receive unstamped letters to
be carried outside the mail. These stamps are
charged to your quarterly settlement for these
& others you may receive. Please return the
tin case for a further supply when these are
exhausted."
Kawaihae Postmaster G.W. Macy wrote Jackson on July 12, 1859 about the Hilo to Kawaihae
overland mail route with the need to hire a native
mail carrier for the Kona mail. His disapproval of
Robinson's appointment as a postmaster in
Hamakua was discussed.
Jackson's response on July 18 is as follows:
"Yours of the 12th inst. was duly reed, acknowledging the receipt of the postage stamps
&c. I notice what you say in regard to Mr.
Robinson, and regret that there should have

been any cause for suspicion as to his honesty
--He has recently been supplied with stamps,
as his location on the Hilo road is such as to
make it desirable to have a post office there,
more particularly to supply the natives with
stamps. I note however what you say, and
should anything occur in future to convince
me that he is not a person to be trusted with
mail bags, I shall withdraw his appointment."
Jackson probably shared his view of the matter with
Clark, who was left to take action just a few months
later when circumstances developed that lead to
the closing of that post office.

Jackson Offers the Franking Privilege
On July 30, 1859 Jackson wrote Morrison
about compensation as postmaster, extending only
the franking privilege as Whitney had, since no
funds were provided in the small budge legislated
by the Privy Council. His letter reads as follows:
"Your favor of the 24th instant is received, inclosing $2.50 which am't has been placed to your
credit. Also, the letters for the U.S. which leave in
the mail of today.
"In regard to your inquiry as to whether the
Postmasters are supposed to attend to their
duties without a consideration &c., I would
state, that it has generally been considered an
accommodation to parties living in remote districts to have the mail brought to their residence, and that under the circumstances, they
would be willing to attend to the duties atten-
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Table 5. Hamakua P.O. Stamp Account with the General P.O., July 31, 1859 to May 23, 1866.
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dant upon forwarding mail without compensation -- hence, there has been no provision
made for it.
''Under the new law however, there is the
additional trouble of selling stamps & keeping an account of the same, and where desired.
I have consented to extend the franking privilege to postmasters so far as their own individual letters are concerned (that is, their Hawaiian postage)-- and in future, should such

·.TABLES
OF POSTAGE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
· The A.s~rlak indicates tb" In cues where It Is preftxed, llilleso
the letter be registered, !be prepayment or Foreign Postage ia
optional; the H~>wailan Postage to be prepaid in aU ca8e8.

s.

UniUd Stai.es, ~t. ~
12
17
San Francisco City, • · · '· · .
5
s
8
Inland California, Oregon 1: Utah Ter, •
5
5
10
5
12
1
Mexican Ports, .
l'anam.. (New Granada),
·
5
!22
2T
'.l4
29
Peru,
.
.·
:S
Bolivia, Chile and Equ~>dor, .
5
86
41
C~>nada. k Brit N American Provinces, •
5
11
22
Great Britain, •
5
SG
81
German States, Pruso!& and Austria, •
5
82
37
Russia and Poland, •
5
89
44
Belgium nnd Holland, •
6
2S
28
Laaenb,.rg, Lomba.rdy and Altona, •
5
85
40
Denmark, Holot.eln and Switzerland, •
5
87
42
Norway,•
·. . · . ·
5
4S
M
Sweden, •
.
6
44
49
Brazils,
~i'· . .· .
5
47
52
Canary Ialands And 1\Iaderta,
5
61
72
Cape of Good Hope,
5
Sli
40
Cape De Verd lol&n.U; . .;:_ .... :
. .
5
67
72
Cuba and Brltloh West Indlet,'
5
22
2T
West Indies not Brlllsb, (except Cuba)
5
46
51
StTbomaa,
5
80
85 '
Azores, (via Southampton and Li$bon)
5
65
71>
St Helena a.nd Mauritius, ·
·
5
S5
40
Ports 111 !be Paciftc by Ships direct,
5
All !etten to and from foreign countries, (France and the Brit·
Ish North American Prov!lices e:tcepted), are to be charged with'
tingle rate or poatago;; If not exceeding the weight or balC an
ounce; double rate If exceedlnr half an ounce, but not exceeding
an ounce; qnadr)lple If exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding
two ounce•, r.nd so on, changing two rates ror every ounce 01
.rracUonal part or an ounce over !be tint ounce.
.. ·
· : To Ff'(!.n« ima: .dlqel"ia..
_.._Foreign p_oStage onl~tlei's1'or the above eounbieo lo15 centa iC
not exceeding tbe weJgbt of)( Ollilce; double that rate !C exceed·
lng J(. oui>oe but lio(exceedlng )t"_ounce, and to on, an addition·
al r.ale being cltar~d for eaeh )( ounce or fractional part or~ ~
oanee, with the i.ddlt!on ·of'·HaiVaiian postage, at the rate of 5
ceota for each J( ounce or l'raetional p~rt or r. }0 ounce In weight
with 2 "ents oea postage added to the total amount.
•
: . ·. iiiJ /f/wkd. No:U to fhta.t Britain direct.
· : Hawaiian Postage' onl-Y,' collected at the rate or T cent• ror
· eacb % ounce In weisbt. .. ... ·• ·
·
· :. PO#tMJi on NW>~q,pers m'~Ut b~ prtpaid.
TOT.I.L.
·Any pa.r~ !Jf the United.Statea,
u.ls.
3
Gre$t Bri!nin,
. : .. . ·
ll
2
France
·.•
2
2
Germa~ Stalea, · .
2
6
s
British North AmericB,
!.!
1
3
Pacific South American Ports,
2
6
s
.
2
2
Mexico and Panama, ·
4
lolnnds In the Pacillc-Auatralia, Cbloa
· and Ea•t Indies, by Ship direct,
2
PampAhiA and. JkJwnd Vol~>n~es.
Hawaiian Postage cmly, collected on pamphlels and bound vol
umes to ttU foreign eottntrles.
For each pamphlet containing 40 pages or leso,
4 cents.
u
u
"
.
u .. from 40 to I50 pnges, 8 u
for bound volwnes, 2 cents an ounce or rractlou or an ouoce.
Newspapers and periodicals to foreign eountries, (but particutlcularl;y t~ !J>e Continent or Europe,) must be sent in narro1v
bnndo open at the aides or end, otberwi•e they are ch~rgeable
with letter postage.
A. K. CLARK, l'. M. G.
Post OO!ce, liooolulu, Aug. lat, ls:>O.

u6w.

17.

70'1'.lL.

uzw·
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an arrangement prove satisfactory to you, your
letters may pass through the mail free from
Hawaiian postage, provided you will write
your name with title as P.M. on the comers of
each."

Jackson Dies; Clark Appointed
Clark wrote five letters on September 20, 1859,
all focused on his decision to remove Robinson
and closing his post office on the overland mail
route. In the note sent to Robinson, he stated that
the two post offices in Hamakua were too close
together, one of which was enough for the district,
making the other unnecessary. His letter to
Robinson reads as follows:

POST-OFFICE NOTICE!
N AND AFTER AUGUST t.T, 1859, POSTAGE Wli,L
be charged on all INTER-ISLAND r,ETTERS, exc~pting
sueb as are exempt by law, at tbe following rates, viz:
2 ceuc01 for every letter weighing loiN tnon half an ounce 1
4 cent• fur such u weiah more tba.n balf an ounce and. less
than one ounce; amt.ao on at tbe rate of two cents for each
additional half•lUoce in wei,ht.
lntor.island po&tage on NEWSPAPERS will be 1 cent
CRcb, exeeptin( ouch :u are n10iled from. tho office or publication, which wtll be free'. Pamphlets ~nd Bound Volumes at
ibe rate of One Cent an ounce or fracti'on of an ounce.
, All sealed p&ekages w·tu be chargea with leuu postage.
Parcel• eontalnine anything buidu letters or pap•rs, except.
ing liquids in gluses or any •ubetance lnjunous to tho con.
tents of mall bage, and of small bulk, will be conveyed by mail
ou the payment of postage at the rate of One Cent an ounce
or fraction of an onoce, In weight. .
•
. Poataee must in all ea,es··be prtptzid, and in the absence or
stamps poatmasten will be authorized to receive the posta"e in
monoy,,and mark .a ncb lettenpaid.
. · The 'mail carrlet11 on the various Islands, all individuals and
:eoaotlnc venolo, will not be permitted to carry unstnmped letlers outside tbe mall1 excepting such as are exempt by taw.
. The above rot .. or posta.u do not apply to letteu and papers
reeeind from foreien wuntrles, but only to such ns are mail~d within the Kiogdom-:-tllo ratn of foreign postage remainmg as heretofore.
·
·
. a:T 'l'emporary inter.faland Po•t•re Stamps can be procured
'at the Post Otl!ce _in> Honolulu, after July 16th, or of the
follow in~[ peraons, wbo are the Poot l\l:uters for the various
Districlll in which· they reside: ... ·
. - _, , ·. O~HU. ·.. ·,
• KtMDALL, Kabnlui.
B. N. E>n:a•o~<, Waialua,
G. M. SPat< en, Makawao •.
. , . . · . ,Ewa. -. .
.
.
Kula.
·
R. MorrtTT, Ko.huk.u.,.....
. J&s. MAx:s:~:, Ulu'k'Jakua.
-. ·. ·~·-:-..:.~:·:·. ~ Haul a •. ...-.,~ ·-:- · W ....O:•S.toowt:r, a nil.
·
·11. W, Puna, Ka11eohe. · .
,,
·wAll.
· . , :. ; .
·, H. llloaatsoll', Hamakua.
EJ. U.J.I. ,. . . . J. MGTcur, Kalepaikuea.
A. 'WtLcos, Hanalei, . . B. PIT"-'-"• Hilo.
· · ·Anaholo.. · ..
.w. 0. Bt1trw ....., Kau.
H. A. WJDJ:M-'-""• Nawlllwili A;a...,.,,., Co, Laupahoehoe
.R. S. BnLLUT&a, Koloa. ·
· L. L'ro"'• Waimea.
G. I!. UoW&LL;Waimea. " ''
G. W. M~erJ.Kawalhae.
hl. Tau u, IUIIua.
/J/.4. UT.
.... P. Cinci\UNas, Kealakekua.
C. B. BAaToW 1 Lahaina. - '
E. Boi<D, Kobela.
J. D. H..VRRJ:OIT, Wailuku. S. G. DwroHT1 Molokai.
!)::)"" Any · person not duly authorized, who shall open
any mall bag, will be prosecuted as provided for in SectJor
409 of the new Post'Otlleolawo.
.
. . .. .A. K. CLARK, Post Muter General.
'Post ·otlieo, Hilnolutu, Aug. 30, 1859.
a- tf

O

ii..t

Figure 4. PMG Clark's August 30, 1859 notice listed
J.H. Morrison as the postmaster at Hamakua. His Table

ofPostage Rates to Foreign Countries shared the same
column for Advertisements.
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Table 6. R. Robinson Stamp Account with the General P.O., July 31, 1859 to November 30, 1859.
"Having recently received inquiry in regard
to the distances between the post offices on
the overland route from Kawaihae to Hilo; as
I am about to send the mail through locked, I
am satisfied there exists the necessity for opening the mail between~· Morrison's & A.
Harris & Co.'s, (Laupahoehoe post office), the
distance not being very great between your
place & either of the two above named, it being less than between any other Post Offices
on the route, & as the more frequently the mail
is opened, the more liable letters are to be lost,
& more detention there is in the transit of the
mail from Kawaihae to Hilo.
"Therefore, thanking you for the services
you have rendered heretofore, to the Department, I no longer desire you to act a Postmaster, & you will please send to Mr. J.H.
Morrison all postage stamps you may have on
hand, & remit to me, immediately on the receipt of this, all money received from the sale
of stamps.
"Hereafter, the mail bag will go from Mr.
Morrison's to A. Harris & Co.'s unopened, &
also from A. Harris & Co.'s to Mr. Morrison's
(P.M. Hamakua) in returning from Hilo unopened.
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Clark's note to T. Metcalf, P.M. Kaupakuea, reads
as follows:
"I herewith enclose a key to mail bag, in future the Overland Mail Bag will be locked.
"I have concluded no longer to employ R.
Robinson as postmaster, the mail bag will go
between A. Harris & Co.'s & Mr. Morrison's unopened. Please inform me of the receipt of the
key."
See Table 6 for Robinson's stamp account.
George S. Kenway Appointed
Former postmaster at Kawaihae in 1850-51,
GeorgeS. Kenway served as postmaster ofHamakua
from 1860 to July 19, 1864, when he resigned. See
"Postmasters of Kawaihae" for more on Kenway.
Kenway Resigns; Jones Appointed
Postmaster General Kalakaua sent two letters on
July 19, 1864 that affected the Hamakua post office. One went to Kenway, who was in Hilo by that
time. First Clerk F. Wundenberg wrote the letters
by direction of the PMG. It reads as follows:
"By direction of the P.M. Gen1, I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 15th
inst., and to inform you that he has accepted
your resignation and appointed as your successor, Mr. J. Jones, whom you recommended.
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Table 7. Hamakua P.O. Stamp Account with the
Honolulu General P.O. in Journals #29 & 31
Date

Item

Dr.

Oct 21, 1864

Hamakua P.O. Dr. to Sundries
- Haw. 2c St 5 Sheets, 50 st ea.
- Haw. 5c St 2 " , 20 " "
Cash Dr. to Hamakua P.O.
This amt. red. pr letter from
Mr. J. Jones P.M. ofHamakua
Hamakua P.O. Dr. to Haw. 2c St.
This amt sent per KILAUEA to Mr. J.
Jones, P.M. of Hamakua, as per order
Compensation to P.M. Hamakua P.O.

7.--

Jan.31, 1865
May 2,1865
My 2, 1866

Cr.
5.-2.-7.--

7.-4.--

4.-4.--

Table 7a. Hamakua P.O. Stamp Account with the
Honolulu General P.O. in Journals #34
Date
Aug 31, 1878
Jan.31, 1879
Mch. 14, 1879

Item
Sundries - To 2c Stamps
- Hamakua P.O. - R.A. Lyman
- Commission - Hamakua P.O.
Cash to Sundries - R.A. Lyman
Sundries- To 3c Stamps- "
Cash to Sundries - R.A. Lyman

Dr.

Cr.

11.00
1.00
8.00

10.00
12.00

Note: These arc lhe only journal entries located for Lyman as lhe postmaster at Hamakua. The post office may have been closed from April 1879 wttil
November 1883. PMG H.M. Whitney may have appointed Lyman as postmaster at Paauhau with lhe opening of a post office there. Tables 8 through
10 show the stamp account entries at Paauhau Post Office from NovemberS, 1883.

"The letter you refer to as having been written by you about two months ago, and giving
notice to this office of your resignation, I am
directed to say, has never reached this office."
Wundenberg's note to John Jones enclosed his
commission as postmaster for Hamakua. It reads
as follows:
"I am directed by the Postmaster General to
inform you that upon the recommendation of
Mr. Kenway and Mr. Coney (Hilo postmaster) he has appointed you Postmaster of the
District of Hamakua, and that henceforth, you
will be pleased to perform all functions appertaining to that office.
"Mr. Coney, under instructions from the P.M.
Gen'l, will have directed the Key to the Mail
Bag to be handed over to you, probably before this reaches you.
The Hamakua post office stamp account is
shown in Tables 2, 5 and 7.
Jones served just under two years, after which
the post office at Hamakua was closed. G.
Wundenberg was first clerk for Kalakaua.
II

Postmaster R.A. Lyman
Although Lyman is not listed by Thrum as a
postmaster in 1878-1879, he is listed for Paauhau
for the years 1884-1887. The office was closed in
1887.

The 1882 Overland Mail Route to Hamakua
Postmaster General John M. Kapena reported
on the overland mail routes for the Island of Hawaii in 1882. His notes on the Hamakua route read
as follows:
"From Kawaihae to Hamakua- The (mail)
carrier leaves immediately after the arrival of
the steamer LIKELIKE; on Thursday morning rides to Hamakua by way of Waimea to
Kukuihaele, Honokaa and the residence of
Chas. Notley at Paauilo. Leaving Notley's on
Friday morning and arriving at Kawaihae in
time to deliver the mail on board the
LIKELIK.E early Saturday morning.
The mail carrier probably took this route to and
from the Paauhau post office. See Figure 1 map.
II
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Mill, and that the mail is taken down to Waipio
twice a week, connecting with (the) Hilo mail
man. At present, W.A. Mio of Waipio will
carry it for $2.00 a week.
"If he gets tired of it, Dr. T. will see it is
taken by someone else.
"Please pay to order of Dr. Trousseau the
money for carrying the mail from Pacific Mill
to Waipio $2.00 a week.
"The mail man needs two large bags to pack
newspapers from Kawaihae to Honokaa. He
carries the papers in cloth bags, and when it
rains, it uses them all up."

The Paauhau Postmaster
Rufus A. Lyman was the only postmaster to
serve this office, in the same location as the original post office for the District of Hamakua in the
1870s. The Paauhau Sugar Company and mill processed their sugar cane crop there during this period.
Born in Hilo of missionary parents, Lyman later
married one of PMG A.P. Brickwood's daughters.
He looked after the mail in his community from
August 1878, appointed by Brickwood.
Compare his stamp accounts in Tables 7a
through 9 with those from the other General Post J.L. Kaulukou Appointed PMG
On Apri122, 1886 Lyman responded to a note
Office journals 36 and 37, shown as Tables 10 and
from recently appointed John L. Kaulukou as Post11.
master General noting his own appointment as
postmaster. His note reads as follows:
Rufus A. Lyman, Postmaster
"I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
"Only a few letters during this period are from
of your favor of the 19th in st.
Lyman and PMG Brickwood, giving some insight
"Please to accept my congratulations on your
into the post office routine at Paauhau. Lyman
appointment as Postmaster General of the Hawrote Brickwood on January 9, 1880 in response
waiian Islands, and I thank you for your kindto a request for arranging with Dr. Trousseau at
ness to me.
the Pacific Mill Company to have a reliable per"I will try to perlorm the duties of my office
son to act as mail carrier for the district. His letter
faithfully as long as it seems best to have me
reads as follows:
hold this office."
"Your favor is at hand and contents noted. I
Brickwood must have appointed his son-in-law
will go to the Pacific Mill early next week,
to
the
position of Hamakua postmaster in 1878,
and try and get things fixed up with Trousbut no confirmation of that was found in the letter
seau, and get Mio, or someone to attend to takbook during research. The above is the only refering Waipio mail from Kukuihaele to Waipio
ence found to an appointment for Lyman as postevery week, and will write you then.
master at Paauhau.
"A bill for postage two years old has come
to Mr. Lang. He says he paid to to Meinecke
Postmaster Wundenberg Closes
before he left Kau. He repaid it to me, and I
the Paauhau Post Office
paid it to Honolulu Post Office last February.
On May 24, 1887, just over a year after his
"The stamps sent this week have come to
hand."
appointment by Kaulukou, Lyman received the folLyman wrote Brickwood on January 10 to in- lowing notice of a major change in the mail route
form him that Dr. Trousseau would ensure that the and a decision to close the Paauhau post office.
mail would go through. His response reads as fol- This was the second time Wundenberg had closed
lows:
a post office in the District of Hamalma. His notice to Lyman reads as follows:
"Dr. Trousseau says he will see that the
"As it has been represented by prominent
Kukuihaele mail is delivered from the Pacific
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Table 8. Paauhau Stamp Account with the Honolulu General Post Office,
Journal#36,1883-1884
Date
Nov. 5,1883

Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
- 2 Cent Stamps- 10 Sheets

-5
Dec.31, 1883

Dec. 31, 1883
Jan. 11, 1884

March 31, 1884

April 1, 1884

July 21, 1884
August 25, 1884

Sept. 15, 1884

Sept. 20, 1884
Sept. 30, 1884

-

1

"

"

10.00
2.50
5.00
10.08
8.33
1.75
.12
.12
11.77
15.00
10.00
2.50
2.50
14.00
12.50
1.50
20.00
10.00
5.00
5.00

- 1

Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets

15.00
10.00
5.00
16.00

- 1

Sundries - Paauhau P.O.
- P.M. Hawaii - Salary
- Comms. on stamps
Paauhau P.O. - Gent Postage
- Sunds. to Ap. 30
Sundries- 2c Stamps, 10 Sheets
Paauhau P.O.- Sundries
- 1c Stamps - 2 Sheets
- 2c Stamps- 10 "
Comms. Paauhau P.O. on 10.00
Paauhau P.O. - 10c Stamps
2 Sheets- 1 Red; 1 Black
Comms. Sundries- on $10
Cash Reed -Paauhau P.O.
Paauhau P.M. Salary 3 mos.

Cr.

17.50

11

- 10"
- 1
Sundries - Paauhau P.O.
-P.M. Haw. Salary fr. 11/1 - 2 mos.
- Comms. on Stamps
Paauhau P.O. - Genl Postage
Tax Letters
Cash -Sundries Reed Paauhau P.O.
Paauhau P.O. Sundries
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets
- 5c
- 1
- lOc " - 25/50 "
Sundries - Paauhau P.O.
- P.M. Hawaii - Salary
- Comms. on stamps
Paauhau P.O.- Sundries
- 2c Stamps - 10 Sheets
- 5c
- 2

- lOc
June 30, 1884

tl

tt

-lOc
May 19,1884

Dr.

Item

12.50
3.50
.50
.50
10.00
11.00
1.00
10.00
1.00
10.00
10.00
1.00
31.69
12.50
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Table 9. Paauhau Stamp Account with the Honolulu General Post Office,
Journal#37,1884-1886
Item

Oct. 6, 1884

12.50
Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
- 2c Stamps - 10 Sheets
- 5c "
- 1
"
25.00
Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets
- 5c "
- 2
"
- 10c "
- 2
Comms. - Sundries - On 25
Paauhau P.O.- 2c Stamps
10.00
10 Sheets
Comms.- Sundries- 10.Paauhau P.O. - 2c Stamps
10 Sheets
10.00
Paauhau P.O. Sundries on 10.
1.00
Cash Reed Paauhau - Sundries
P.M. Hawaii -Paauhau P.O.
12.50
Salary - 3 mos.
Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
20.00
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets
- 5c "
- 4
"
Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
30.00
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets
- 5c
- 4
- 10c "
- 2
"
Comms. - Sundries -on 30.P.O. Hawaii -Paauhau P.O.
Salary
12.50
Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
20.00
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets
- 10c ..
- 2
"
P.M. Haw. Paauhau P.O. Salary
Cash - Sundries - Reed Paauhau
Paauhau P.O. - Sundries
11.00
- 2c Stamps- 10 Sheets
- 1c Postals- 100 Cards
Paauhau P.O.- Sundries
25.00
- 2c Stamps- 5 Sheets
- 5c
- 4
- 10c "
- 2
Comms. Sundries- On 25
Paauhau P.O. - 2c Envelopes
-5-- Env.
10.00
Sundries- Dr. to Paauhau
-P.M. Hawaii- Salary to Dec. 31
12.50
- Commission on Envelopes
2.00
Paauhau- 1000 2c Stamps
20.00
Comms. Paauhau- Jan. 26 on 20.
Sundries - Salary to date Paauhau
Paauhau - Sundries
- Stamps 18.00; Tax letters 2.43
Paauhau - Salary - P.M.. s Hawaii
12.50

Oct. 20, 1884

Feb.9, 1885
Feb.23, 1885
March 11, 1885
March 16, 185
March 31, 1885
. March 31, 1885
Apri115, 1885

June 13, 1885

June 20, 1885
June 30, 1885
August 31, 1885

Sept. 28, 1885

Oct. 26, 1885

Dec. 22, 1885

Dec, 28, 1885
Dec.31, 1885

Jan.26, 1886

Feb.28, 1886
March 31, 1886
April3, 1886
Apl. 3, 1886
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Dr.

Date

Cr.
10.00
2.50
10.00

5.00
10.00
2.50
10.00
1.00
10.00
1.00
20.00
12.50

10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
3.00
12.50

10.00
10.00
12.50
33.24
10.00
1.00
5.00
10.00
10.00
2.50
10.00
14.50

5.00
12.50
20.43
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Table 10. Paauhau Stamp Account with the General P.O.
Journal SO, November 1883 to April 1886.
Compare with the entries from Journals 36 and 37
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Table 11. Paauhau P.O. Stamp Account with the General P.O.
Journal 50, November 1883 to April 1886.
Compare with entries from Journals 36 and 37.

people at Paauhau, that it would be just as easy
for them to receive their letters at Honokaa as
at present, & as it also costs this Department
extra mail carriage on the short trips to get the
mails from Kukuihaele as far as Paauhau,
"I have concluded to land the mails from the
1st of June at Mahukona and have them taken
through the same day as far as Honokaa, which
will be the last point that mails landed at
Mahukona will have to reach on short or Hilo
trips, as the Laupahoehoe, Ookala and Paauilo
mail will be landed at Laupahoehoe.
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"On long trips, a carrier will connect with
the Mahukona carrier at Hookaa & go through
to Laupahoehoe & return. In order to do this,
it will be necessary to do away with the
Paauhau (Post) Office, beginning from the 1st
of June, at which time kindly hand over any
letters, P.O. property, &c. remaining at your
office on that date to Mr. J.R. Mills at Honokaa,
who will receipt for the same.
"Thanking you for your courtesy and attention to business in the past."
With that note the Paauhau post office for the
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District of Hamakua was closed. See Tables 8 recorded today. Tables 12 and 13 list the town
through 11 for the Paauhau stamp account main- cancel notes for Hamakua and Paauhau post oftained by the General Post Office in Honolulu dur- fices.
ing this period.
Postscript
After Hawaii became a territory of the United
The Town Cancels
Hamakua used only a pen cancel to write the States in 1900, a post office was established at
name of their post office across the stamps since Paauhau within a few years. Table 1, a list of apthe early postmasters in Honolulu refused to spend pointments, shows two postmasters appointed by
the money for cancelling devices for the country the President of the United States during the pepostmasters until the 1880s. Paauhau had one from riod 1905-1914. More about these post offices may
about 1885, from which only six impressions are be found in the Archives of Hawaii in Honolulu.
Table 12. Town Cancels for the Hamakua Post Office, Hamakua District
The small post office of Hamakua at Paauhau was first operated from 1854 to 1867. It used only the manuscript pen
cancels on letters sent from Hamakua, since no funds were allowed for most of the small post offices until the 1880s.

One of only two known surviving examples of a
manuscript postmark on the two cent issue of1864.

Table 13. Town Cancels of Paauhau, Hamakua District
Davey No.
253,41

Period of Use

Notes

1/80 to 12185

Manuscript cancel noted on the 2c issue of 1882 "Paauhau I Sept.
11 I 1883" probably inscribed by P.M. Rufus A. Lyman
Only 6 strikes recorded. Purple strike "PAAUHAU I HAWAll" and
3-ring target tie 2c rose entire on cover addressed to Miss E.W. Lyons,
Waimea in 1887; faint impression in Wolffers Sale 121, lot 3526.

12/85 to 611187

SOURCES for Hamakua and Paauhau
Cahill, Emmett, Illustrated History HAWAIIAN STAMPS and related themes, Orchid Isle Publishers, Box 807, Volcano;
revised 1995. Has photos of many pen and postal cancels and many obsolete postmarks.
Kapena, John M., Postmaster General. April 7, 1882 Report cited in The Biennial Report of the Minister of the Interior
10 the Legislative Assembly of 1882. Honolulu: Hawaiian Gazelle Office, Archives of Hawaii (AH), Honolulu.
Postmaster General Letter Books and Incoming Correspondence Files for dales cited, AH, Honolulu.
Postmaster General Stamp Account Journals #28, 29, 31, 34, 36, 37 and 46 for the Post Offices ofHamakua and Paauhau
for the years indicated, AH, Honolulu.
Summary Reports of the Honolulu Postmasters sent to the Governor of the Territory of Hawail, which included lists of
the current postmasters and post offices on all islands for fiscal years ending June 30, 1905 through June 30, 1914.

AH, Honolulu.
The Friend, March 5, 1859.
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser, October 2, 1856; August21 & 25, 1900.
The Polynesian. July 20, 1855; November 8, 1856; May 11, 1861.
Thrum, Thomas G. Hawaiian Almanac andAnnual for 1884, printed by Thrum, Merchant & Fort Sts, Honolulu, 1883.
Wolffers, R., Inc. Sale 121, May 1984, lot 3526 has faint postmark of "PAAUHAU I Hawaii" on cover to Waimea P.M.
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