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President's Message 
April is a fine time to visit San Francisco. The 

surrounding hills are still green, whales cruise north 
along the coast, and WESTPEX comes to the city. 
I always look forward eagerly to this annual event. 
It's a chance to meet with my cover-collecting 
friends, talk about our hobby, peruse the exhibits, 
check out the dealers' booths and the Schuyler
Rumsey auction, and just maybe find a cover or 
two for my collection. 

WESTPEX will be April26-27-28 at theCa
thedral Hotel (1-800-622-0855). The Western 
Cover Society directors will meet Friday, April26 
at 6 p.m. in room 375. The Membership Breakfast 
Meeting will begin at 9 a.m. Sunday in the J apa
nese Pavilion on the 4th floor. You may order tick
ets in advance at $20 each from Oscar Thomas, 
Western Cover Society treasurer, P.O. Box 604, El 
Toro CA 92630. 

Wells Fargo Bank historian Dr. Robert Chan
dler will discuss postal history collecting in the 
Telegraph Room after the breakfast, from about 
10:15 till Noon. This presentation was postponed 
from last year and should prove both interesting 
and entertaining. InVite a friend to join you at this 
free seminar, and perhaps we can increase mem
bership in the Western Cover Society. New mem
bers can only strengthen and improve our organi
zation. Happy cover hunting-- and I'll see you at 
WESTPEX. 

Michael Rainey 

Butte County Postmarks 
In this issue Oscar Thomas has given us up

dates to California Town Postmarks for San Diego 
County. The next county to be updated will be 
Butte County- probably not in the June issue, but 
most certainly in the September issue. PLEASE 
check your town marks against the Williams book 
-or even against the earlier Western Express list
ing published in the July 1994 issue - and send 
Oscar photocopies of any earlier or later known 
usages of postmark types, or any postmarks that 
have not previously been reported. With the help 
of our membership we should be able to fine-tune 
these listings, even though there will probably be 
new discoveries made for decades to come. 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors at Large 

This issue and next 

Michael J. Rainey 
Robert R. Chandler 
John R. Drew 
Oscar Thomas 
Dale E. Forster 
Howard Mader 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Basil C. Pearce 
William C. Tatham 
Edward A. Weinberg 

This issue seems to have evolved with a theme 
running through it, namely the importance of boats 
in early California. Robert Chandler's article 
"Steamboat Days" started as a long article and kept 
getting longer with additions, but is still presented 
here in its entirety. Fred Dunn's article on the 
Clamshell markings is pure philately; and of course 
the postal history of Hawaii- Randall Burt's sec
tion - is supported by the movement of mails by 
boat in this island Kingdom. Even the Alta Cali
fornia excerpts contain much mention of steam
boats. 

Only the update on San Diego County town 
markings by Oscar Thomas breaks the pattern. It 
may come as quite a surprise how many changes 
there are, especially if you thought the 2-volume 
published version was the final word on the sub
ject. 

Next issue we '11 have something completely 
different. Michael Mahler has submitted an ar
ticle on revenue documents in Wyoming. To kick 
off the "Follow the River" series, we'll have the 
first part of an article by Dale Wilson on the evolve
ment of the Sacramento River route as the major 
transportation route between California and Or
egon. And of course, we'll have another segment 
on the postal history of Hawaii by Randall Burt. 

Your editor is also looking for interesting items 
for the "Follow the River series", including post
marks, post cards, photos and letters, from any of 
the offices operating along the Sacramento River 
in Shasta or Siskiyou Counties. 
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Secretary's Report 

New member 

#1263 Don E. Fowble 
1734 Claridge Street 
Arcadia CA 81006 

Address changes 
(only the new address is shown) 

Rick A. Mingee 
259 W. Jamison Circle Unit 47 
Littleton CO 80120-5234 

Raymond H. Weill 
P.O. Box 52110 
New Orleans LA 70152-2110 
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Summer Postage Stamp Mega Event 

Dear member of the Western Cover Society 
The American Stamp Dealers Association is 

planning to hold their "Summer Postage Stamp 
Mega Event" at the Santa Clara Convention June 
27-30. 2002. The Western Cover Society has been 
invited to display our Western Covers at this show. 
The Directors ofWCS wish to support this show
ing of your collections. It can be from one frame 
(8 1/2 x 11 ") to several frames for each entry. The 
costs will be underwritten by the ASDA. There 
will be an informal judging; and members will not 
be required to follow the formal show write-ups 

· of their collections. If you wish to participate, 
please contact the WCS Secretary, John Drew, at 
15370 SkyviewTerrace, San Jose CA 95132-3042. 

Shasta to Kansas 

This early Shasta cover has several points of interest. It was mailed on March 18?, possibly 
1857 to Topeka, Kansas Tenitory. If the date is indeed 18, it was 42 days in transit. The 
10¢ stamp affixed was deemed insufficient, as it was marked with the "Forwarded, Due 3 
cts." - and the April 29 marking of Topeka, K.T. Also of interest is the addressee, Gov. 
James W. Denver, for whom the great city of the Plains was named. The site of Denver, 
Colorado was at this time included in Kansas Territory. · 
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THE CALIFORNIA GOLD RUSH 
A Sesquicentennial Tribute - Spring 1852 

by Alan H. Patera 

In the Spring of 1852 the Gold Rush was still very much alive. New strikes were being reported and the miners 
in general were doing well. There is a surprising lack of complaint in the newspapers about the mail sysem, so 
it must have been working as well as could be expected -- except for the Salt Lake route, where the mail contrac
tor and his party were killed by Indians. The following excerpts from the San Francisco Alta California give 
some of the flavor of life in those times, along with those items touching upon postal or express business. 

"Astonishing Feat of an Express Boat 
The Stockton Journal of Tuesday morning ac

knowledges the receipt of the news from the Ten
nessee. Adams & Co.'s messenger started on the 
Bragdon on Sunday afternoon, and when off the 
mouth of the San Joaquin, left her, and with two 
others proceeded in an open boat. They arrived in 
Stockton on Monday night, after rowing the entire 
distance- 120 miles. They were 24 hours in the 
boat, out of which they pulled steadily 12 hours, 
and placed the intelligence in Stockton half a day 
in advance of the regular conveyance. The perfor
mance of such a feat redounds as much to the en
ergy and enterprising spirit which direct the affairs 
of Adams & Co.'s Express, as it does to the deter
mination and endurance of the men who accom
plished it. Thomas Cornell, Sebastian Ellis and 
Peter Wichelbanan are the names of the hardy fel
lows who were in the boat." 

Alta California. March 18, 1852 

The newspapers seem to carry very little in the way of 
complaint about the postal and express systems in the spring 
of 1852. The following excerpts are all from the Alta Cali
fornia of April 3, and give a selection of activities and con
cerns from various portions of the state. 

"From San Diego and the South 
The steamer Sea Bird, Capt. Haley, has arrived 

from San Diego, touching at intermediate ports. 
She left San Diego on the 23d inst, .... We are 
indebted to Gregory and to Purser Wilkinson for 
late papers and other infonnation ..... 

We quote from the San Diego Herald as fol
lows: 'U.S. Army Movement. Lt. Sweeny left 
this place on the 8th inst., with 130 men, for the 
Post at the Colorado. He was accompanied by one 

Assistant Surgeon and one Bvt. 2d Lieut. A wagon 
train came in from the Post a few days since with 
intelligence, that in consequence of the transport 
schooner Sierra Nevada, which left here some time 
since for the Colorado, with supplies for that Post, 
Major Heintzelman will soon be obliged to resort 
to mule steaks, unless he gets supplies from this 
place very shortly. Upwards of 30 mules, belong
ing to the last train which came in, perished on the 
Desert.' 

We take the following from the Los Angeles 
Star: 'Reinforcements at Chino. The military post 
at Chino, under command of Capt. Lovell, has re
cently received an accession to its number of 60 
men, who have been ordered there from SanDi
ego."' 

"Carson Valley 
There are but few settlers in Carson Valley, and 

most of those few went there with provisions for 
the purpose of trading with the emigrants last year. 
The emigration, however, proved very small, and 
finding that it would not pay to transport their pro
visions over the mountains, they were induced to 
remain. Many of them have made a permanent 
settlement in the valley, and contemplate raising 
vegetables for the supply of emigrants expected in 
the fall. It is a beautiful valley, rich in agricultural 
resources, but while there are so many other and 
more eligible locations on this side of the moun
tains, it cannot be considered a desirable place of 
residence - particularly as the climate is severe in 
winter, and the inhabitants will for a long time to 
come, be exposed to the depredations of Indians, 
who are numerous in the surrounding country. The 
settlers in this valley, we believe, have already 
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applied for admission as a territory, and there are 
other large and beautiful valleys within their bound
aries, there is little doubt but that the region will, 
in a few years, have a large and thriving agricul
tural population, forming and important link be
tween Utah and California. Many of the Califor
nia emigrants will, no doubt, be induced to settle 
in Carson Valley." 

San Joaquin News. 
Execution by a Vigilance Committee. An extra 
from the office of the Calaveras Chronicle gives 
us the particulars of the trial and execution at 
Mokelumne Hill of one Carlos Esclava, by the 
Vigilance Committee of that place ..... " 
"Big Oak Flat. Miners around Big Oak Flat, we 
learn, have been making good wages since the rain. 
A man who works steadily can make from $4 to 
$6 per day. Some make nothing for a few days, 
and then strike a lead which pays well.. .. " 

"Umpqua River Correspondence. 
[We received by the steamer Columbia a few 

days since a letter from a correspondent in Umpqua 
City .... ] 

'The mail steamship Columbia was ordered to 
stop here from the first of July last, but has ne
glected to do so, giving as the reason that our har
bor had not received a regular survey. This has 
been much injury and disappointment to us. We 
are, however, happy to learn that the schooner 
Ewing will visit this place at the earliest period, 
and thus settle the character of the river and har
bor upon its true merits .... M.S.S." 

Alta California, April24, 1852 

"Per Jacob's Express. -We are indebted to Mr. 
Jacobs, the express rider, for the following items: 
Those of the miners who are acquainted with the 
diggings around Maxwell's Creek, are making 
more than average wages. Mr. J. thinks that new 
comers might do well there." 

Alta California, May 15, 1852 

"Another New Route. - The Express is requested 
to suggest to the merchants of Marysville, that a 
good wagon road could be constructed from that 
point to Truckee via Buck's Ranch, at an expense 
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not exceeding $1,500, and fifteen men with suit
able tools would be able to perform the work. The 
distance to Buck's Ranch is seventy miles, in the 
neighborhood of which there are a number of rich 
bars, and the entire distance to Truckee is one hun
dred and eighty miles. Such a work would ensure 
all the travel of that route to Marysville .... " 

Alta California, May 15, 1852 

"From the South. The city debt of Los Angeles 
is only $700; and yet the people complain that there 
are no public works which warrant even that small 
debt .... " Alta California, May 29, 1852 

"Yerba Buena. This island would furnish a most 
excellent localitity for a State Prison. It rises from 
the harbor to a considerable height, and its summit 
is a fine point of observation, not only of all that is 
going on upon the island, but of the approach of 
boats from any direction. There is a stone quarry 
there which would supply material for a prison, 
and which might otherwise be profitably 
worked .... " Alta California, May 29, 1852 

"News from Salt Lake. Murder of Major A. 
Woodward, Mail Contractor, and Four Men by the 
Indians. - Mr. R.H. Woodward informs us that he 
has just conversed with Mr. Turner, who arrived in 
this city last night from Carson Valley, who con
veys to him the intelligence of the murder of Maj. 
Woodward, mail contractor, and party by the Indi
ans. Maj. W. left this city in the early part of No
vember with the mail, and as no tidings had been 
received of him, his friends have been for some 
time uneasy for his safety. The last that was seen 
of him was in Thousand Spring Valley, near Goose 
Creek, by the returning mail carriers. On the 23d 
of this month, a train of six wagons arrived at 
Carson Valley, who bring the intelligence that no 
tidings had been received of him or any ofhis party 
at Salt Lake up to the time of their departure, which 
was some months after the Major should have ar
rived there. There can be no doubt that he and his 
party have fallen victims to the treachery of the 
merciless savage. The following circumstantial 
evidence leaves no question whatever in regard to 
the fact. 

The party which left this city in December, a 
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month afterwards reached Salt Lake without ani
mals or food, being robbed by the Indians and nar
rowly escaping with their lives. They traveled in 
that condition four days. Several Indians were seen 
in Salt Lake city during the winter with fifty dollar 
pieces, a number of which Maj. W. had with him, 
and also it is said, in Carson Valley. On the 
Humboldt, the wagon train above mentioned found 
a mule, which, from the description of it, no doubt 
belonged to Maj. W. These facts leave no doubt of 
the murder of the entire party.- Journal" 

Alta California, June 5, 1852 

"U.S. Mail for Salt Lake. -The mail for Salt Lake 
left on yesterday, guarded by the following per
sons:- George A. Leslie, Robt. Brown, James Riley, 
Mr. Gribble, Wm. Daniels, Hale Webb, and Wm. 
Eckmon. Several others, on their return to the At
lantic States, accompanied them."- Journaf' 

Alta California, June 5, 1852 

"From Carson Valley. We learn that the overland 
emigration is beginning to arrive in Carson Val
ley. Forty families are there now. There will be an 
immense quantity of stock driven over this sea
son. It is estimated that five thousand head of cattle 
will be driven from Salt Lake alone. The emigrants 
that have arrived report the grass good and the In
dians not troublesome to large parties. Many fami
lies are locating farms in the valley, and from reli
able information we are disposed to think that the 
whole valley will be settled this summer.- Union" 

Alta California, June 12, 1852 

"Late from Oregon. The Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company's steamer Fremont, Capt. Sherman, ar
rived here at 10 a.m. after a passage of sixty hours 
from Astoria. She brings 12 passengers and dates 
to June 5th ..... " Alta California, June 12,1852 

"From the Upper Sacramento. The Shasta Cou
rier of Saturday was furnished us last evening, 
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through Gregory's Express, received by way of 
Colusa. The rivalry between those interested in 
the two routes - one via Marysville and the other 
via Colusa - is destined doubtless to make com
munication between this city and the upper Sacra
mento rapid, regular and accommodating ..... " 

Alta California, June 12, 1852 

"Later from Salt Lake. 
The Salt Lake Mails, with advices to the 1st 

ult. from Utah, arrived in Sacramento on Thurs
day morning, under the direction of Mr. J.R. Smith, 
who attended them through. The tidings of the 
murder of Captain Woodward and his party are 
confirmed. The following are the particulars of 
the occurrence as they appear in the Sacramento 
Union: 

'He left the city in November last with the Salt 
Lake mails, in company with John Hamilton, 
Henry Benson, --- Kennedy, and an Englishman 
named John Hawthorn. By information received 
from Indians at Fort Hall, it appears that they were 
again attacked at the Big Canon by a party oflndi
ans called the Tosontches, a portion of the Pah 
Utahs. At the first fire the four companions of 
Captain Woodward were killed, and Captain W. 
himself badly wounded. He succeeded, however, 
in escaping with two animals to Deep Creek, forty 
miles this side of the Salt Lake settlements, and 
upwards of three hundred miles from the spot 
where he was wounded. It was here that his re
mains were found this spring; they were identified 
immediately by letters, papers, watch and clothes. 
Mr. Smith also informs us that he saw one of the 
logs of Captain Woodward and the articles above 
mentioned at the Creek.' 

The Indians are said to be exceedingly trouble
some on Mary's River, causing travelers much 
annoyance and alarm. Mr. Smith's party was con
stantly on the alert against them in the mountain 
passes, and necessarily so, meeting with one or two 
attempts on the part of their savage foes to steal 
their animals and destroy the lives of the party." 

Alta California, June 12, 1852 
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FOLLOW THE RIVER 

The Sacramento River is California's most 
heavily traveled waterway in its lower reaches. It 
provided the main avenue of transportation be
tween San Francisco and Sacramento during the 
Gold Rush. Above Sacramento steamers plied as 
far as Red Bluff. 

In this series, however, we will focus on the 
upper reaches of the river. The river comes down 
from the highlands west of Mount Shasta. We are 
going to examine the riverway as a transporation 
route, which begins with pack trains on a trail, fol
lowed by a wagon road, the railroad, and culmi
nating with today's Interstate 5. Each of the post 
offices that have operated along the river, starting 
at the headwaters in Siskiyou County will have 
their moment as we work our way downriver, at 
least until it exits Shasta County. If there is coop
eration and interest in continuing the project, it 
could be carried down as far as Sacramento itself. 

Following is a list of the post offices to be cov
ered, from north to south, along with their inclu
sive dates of operation. Those still operating are 
in capital letters, and those that exited by chang
ing their name are in Italics, just above the office 
that succeeded it. Some of the name changes also 
involved site relocations. 

Down by Redding there were two post offices 
dating to the Gold Rush, Horse Town and Ameri
can Ranch. In the canyon of the Sacramento above 
Redding the earliest post offices were established 
in the 1870s. More were established in the 1880s, 
and their number was augmented throughout the 
'90s and the first decade of the 20th century. A lot 
of these offices were closed in the early 1940s upon 
construction of Shasta Dam and the subsequent 
flooding of the bottom lands of the Sacramento, 
Pit and McCloud Rivers. Some of these may have 
otherwise survived to the present day. The 
Lakehead post office was established in 1950 to 
replace the many that were closed. 

If you have material relating to some of the 
less commonly seen offices, please contact your 
editor to see how you might help. 
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Siskiyou County 
Cantara 
Mott 
Shasta Springs 
Retreat 
Mannon 
DUNSMUIR 

Shasta County 

1902-1916 
1887-1910 
1892-1935 
1903-1931 
1886-1887 
1887-open 

Offices upriver from Shasta Lake 
Brewster 1893-1895 
Castle Crag(s) 1892/1930 
Eubanks 1905-1918 
Leland 1890-1892 
CASTELLA 1892-open 
Flume 1903/1910 
Portugee 1870-1877 
Hazel Creek 1877/1954 
Hazel Creek RB 1954-1954 
Deerhaven 1918-1919 
Lisbon 1886-1 886 
S latonis 1899-1902 
La Moine 1902-1954 
Slate Creek 1880-1885 
Bayles 1884-1948 
Delta 1875/1954 
LAKEHEAD 1950-open 
Halcyon 1882-1883 
Smithson 1883-1892 
Gregory 1900-1908 
Antler 1908-1914 
Pollock 1924-1944 
Loftus 1944-1954 

Offices on or under Shasta Lake 
O'Brien 1945-1964 
O'BRIEN CPO 1964-open 
Baird 1878/1933 
Heroult 1907-1928 
Ydalpom 1888-1943 
Winthrop 1900-1932 
Mammoth 1907/1925 
Mabel 1885-1903 
Kennett 1886-1942 
Shasta Dam 1939-1945 
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Offices downriver from Shasta Lake 
Kimberly 1907-1913 
Coram 1906-1922 
Hart 1891-1900 
Copley 1886-1913 
Old Diggings 1918-1927 
Matheson 1922-1954 
Matheson RB 1954-1962 
Whitehouse 1893/1913 
Keswick 1896-1923 
Keswick RS 1962-1965 
Taylor 1897-1922 
VVaugh 1885-1906 
REDDING 1872-open 
Bell's Bridge 1870/1881 
Horse Town 1852-1876 
American Ranch 1855-1878 
ANDERSON 1878-open 
Parkville 1871-1875 
Ball's Ferry 1875-1916 

Note the position of the town of Shasta - not 
on the river, but two to three miles west of it. Dur
ing the 1850s and for several decades thereafter, 
Shasta was the emporium for all the towns and 
mining camps in much of Trinity and Siskiyou 
Counties --if you couldn't get what you needed 
there, the next recourse was Sacramento, or San 
Francisco. This was fine, as long as the gold min
ing camps were the bedrock of the local economy. 
As the world evolved, however, the Sacramento 
River route took over as the most important link 
between California and Oregon, and the town of 
Shasta found itself off to the west of the main 
stream of traffic. This eventually caused the de
cline of Shasta as a trading center and gave rise to 
Redding, which is now the largest California city 
north of Sacramento. 
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
Advances to California Town Postmarks 

by Oscar Thomas 

California collectors have a monumental reference work at their disposal in the form of John Wil
liams' California Town Postmarks. John considered his work to be a starting point and made note that 
it was outdated the day it was published in 1997, due to new material that was still to be found. The 
same is true for this article. I would like to thank Bob Nichols, Bill Tatham, Larry Parks, Theron 
Wierenga, and Alan Patera (I'm sure I've missed somebody) for information supplied and the chance 
to examine their collections in detail. 
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The following points should be considered about John's original work while applying updates: 
* San Diego, our southernmost county and one of the largest in California in 1850, lost many of 

its post offices in 1893 to Riverside and Imperial Counties. Several postal marks from post 
offices that changed counties were also used during their San Diego period. Because these 
marks are physically the same it is important to date those marks to place them in the proper 
county. 

* Only new or corrected information is presented in this article. It is based on information re
ceived from collectors. For complete information on all of the San Diego County post offices 
you must refer to John Williams, California Town Postmarks 1849-1935, 1997, Vol. 2, pp. 879-
932. 

* Several asterisks (*) have been removed from recorded dates due to information that was not 
available to John Williams when he first recorded the dates. In most cases, the new information 
was due to letter content or back stamped information. 

* The new information is in bold Italic print. New marks are assigned a catalog number using a 
large letter-small letter-small letter (Aaa), followed by a dash and a number. This system is 
being used to differ~ntiate it from the original work. 

* The Oak Grove manuscript (SAN-3720) dated 8 March 1878, has been examined and is most 
likely not a California town cancel. However, a manuscript mark from this town is most likely 
and may be found in the future. 

* The San Diego manuscript mark (SAN-4830) dated 3 October 1852 is felt to not be a postal 
mark. It is believed to be information placed on the cover by the sender or the steamship mail 
agent. 

* The Vineyard mark (SAN-6700) frame is a series of small outward scalloped marks linked to 
form the frame. 

* Covers, sent from and addressed to San Diego (city) after 1 July 1933 and before 24 June 1940 
can be found with a 3 cent or a 2 cent stamp to pay the first class rate. Starting 1 July 1933 a 
First Class local rate was available for mail within the city, and most of the businesses in San 
Diego used this rate on their city mail. Most individuals were not aware of this rate and used 3 
cent stamps to mail within the city. 

* San Diego County has it all - military, expositions, early air station and a lot of small and 
ephemeral post offices with rare postal markings. It has the second largest recording of manu
script marks found in a California county and while express companies are not a function of this 
update, it can be noted that there was not a lot of express company activity. The author is aware 
only of the following: Wells Fargo: Fort Yuma, Julian, Oceanside, Old San Diego,- New San 
Diego, and San Diego; Pacific Union: San Diego; Gilbert & Hedges: San Diego. 
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY 
Created February 18, 1850 

CAT.NO. SHAPE DI MENSIONS EARLIEST LATEST VALUE KILLER / NOTES 

AGUA TIBIA/AQUA TIBIA ( 9 APR 1884 - 9 OCT 1888) CT AGUA TIBIA 24 MAY 1886. 
SAN- 10 MS 20 MAR 86 11 NOV 87 4 

ALPINE (15 NOV 1885 - OPEN) 
SAN- 70 1C 27.5 14L 

BALLENA (17 JUL 1870 - 15 OCT 
(12 AUG 1896 - 30 AUG 

SAN- 170 MS 

11 MAR 96 

1894) 
1902) 
29 MAY 78 

BERNARDO ( 3 DEC 1872 - 31 MAY 1918) 
SAN- 310 1C 25.5 8L 18 JAN 75* 
SAN- 340 1C 30.5 18L 24 DEC 06 

BOREGO ( 1 MAR 1928 - 31 JUL 1940) 
SAN- 460 1C 31.5 19L 21 AUG 28 

26 OCT 99 3 

6 JAN 85 5 

12 FEB 84 3 
18 DEC 11 2 

7 FEB 33 2 

BOWERS ( 4 APR 1892 - 11 MAR 1893) TRANSFERRED TO RIVERSIDE 
SAN- 550 1C 27.0 12L 27 JUN 92 4 MAR 93 4 

CAMPO (23 SEP 1870 - OPEN) 
San- 645 ms 19 JUL 87 4 
SAN- 660 1C 31.0 16L 15 FEB 06 29 MAR 07 2 

CARDIFF-BY-THE-SEA (30 AUG 1912 - OPEN) 
17 NOV 29 SAN- 720 1C 31.5 4L 19 JUN 29 2 

SAN- 730 1C 32.0 8L 1 FEB 29 3 NOV 34 1 

CARLSBAD (13 NOV 1886 - 15 APR 1909) WAS VISTA. 
(17 DEC 1910 -OPEN) 

6 JAN 87 San- 748 1C 27.5 14L 4 
San- 795 1C 32.0 19L 25 MAR 27 2 

4B-2 

4B- 9 

COUNTY WHEN CREATED. 
Same as RIV-0470 

DOANE TY 3(2) 

4B-9 
4B-9 

4B-9 

CHULA VISTA/CHULAVISTA(28JUL1890 - OPEN) ONE AND TWO WORD USED INTERMITTENT. 
SAN- 820 1C 27.0 9L 16 FEB 92 24 MAR 94 3 
SAN- 840 1C 27.5 13L 5 SEP 99 7 AUG 03 2 

CORONADO ( 8 FEB 1887 - 31 DEC 1911) TO BRANCH OF SAN DIEGO. 
SAN- 905 2C 33.5 18 APR 87 16 ~y 87 4 

31.5 20L 
SAN- 950 1C 27.5 15L 8 SEP 99 4 SEP 03 2 

CUYAMACA(21 MAY 1888 - 2 JAN 1907) WAS STRATTON. 
SAN- 980 1C 26.5 10L 9 JAN 91 5 JUL 95 3 

DEL MAR (22 OCT 1885 - OPEN) 
SAN-1020 lC 31.0 10L 7 FEB 86 6 DEC 86 4 T&P 

DE LUZ/DELUZ ( 1 NOV 1882 - 28 FEB 1955) CT TWO WORD SOMETIME AFTER APRIL 1895. 
SAN-1130 MS 14 SEP 86 2 JUL 87 4 
SAN-1140 1C 27.0 14L 16 APR 91 1 JAN 97* 3 

DUL ZURA/DULZURA (23 DEC 1886 - 30 NOV 1933) ONE OR TWO WORDS USED INTERMITTENTLY. 
( 5 OCT 1936 - OPEN) ONE WORD. 

SAN-1290 1C .31. 5 20L 8 MAY 13 23 DEC 24 2 4B-9 

EL CAJON/ELCAJON ( 6 JUN 1878 - OPEN) CT ONE WORD IN 1905. 
SAN-1350 lC 31.5 20L 31 AUG 86 21 APR 88 3 
san-1395 lC 30.0 15L 1 FEB 93 3 
SAN-1430 1C 31.5 18L 27 FEB 09 19 DEC 12 2 4B-1 
SAN-1460 1C 28.5 13L 1 FEB 29 3 JAN 31 1 EL-41 

EL NIDO ~27 AUG 1888 - 15 AUG 1900) 
san-149 1C 28.0 15L · 3 NOV 98 4 

EL RIO { 5 JAN 1880 - 19 DEC 1881) 
SAN-1500 MS 18 FEB 80 2 FEB 81 4 

9 
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ENCANTO ( 1 JUL 1909 - 29 JUN 1949) TO STATION OF SAN DIEGO. 
SAN-1570 1C 31.0 19L 26 JAN 10 1 JUN 12 2 48-1 

ENCINITAS/ENCINITOS ( 3 APR 1882 - 29 DEC 1964) CT ENCINITAS 23 FEB 1887 . TO RURAL 
STATION OF SAN DIEGO. 

San- 1655 1C 30 . 0 10L 6 JUL 97* 3 
SAN- 1 69 0 1C 22.0 8L 4 SEP 29 3 1 DEC 35 2 COLUMB I A G- 1W 

ESCONDIDO 
SAN-1700 
SAN-1710 
SAN-1730 
SAN-1830 

(24 APR 1884 - OPEN) PO MOVED FROM APEX. 
MS 21 JUL 84 25 AUG 84 
1C 27 . 0 7L 12 ~y 84 13 MAY 89 
1C 27.5 12L 20 JUN 94 11 ~y 99 
1C 20.5 4L 21 JUL 27 8 SEP 34 

4 
3 
2 
1 INTERNATIONAL 

FALL BROOK/FALLBROOK (28 JUN 1878 - 15 MAR 1888) NCT WEST FALL BROOK. 
{10 APR 1888 - OPEN) ONE WORD 1 SEP 1950 . 

San- 1838 
SAN-1840 

San-1855 
SAN-1870 
SAN- 1880 
SAN- 1890 
SAN-1900 

1C 
2C 35 . 0 

20 . 5 
lC 27.5 7L 
l C 27.5 12L 
1C 28 . 5 llL 
1C 31.5 16L 
1C 28 . 5 llL 

6 APR 81 

22 DEC 86 
9 MAR 93 

1 9 APR 01 
13 AUG 12 
17 FEB 17 

FOSTER (18 APR 1893 - 23 DEC 1916) 
SAN-1940 1C 27.0 15L 2 F.EB 94 

GRAVILLA {13 JAN 1897 - 14 SEP 1905) 
SAN-2020 lC 27.5 13L 4 JUN 01 

GUATAY {1 5 SEP 1917 - 31 JAN 1936) 
( 1 NOV 1947 - OPEN) 

SAN-2060 1C 31 . 5 19L 9 FEB 31 

27 OCT 84 4 

4 
1 5 SEP 98 3 
10 JUN 12 2 

9 APR 1 5 2 
21 F.EB 23 2 

18 MAR 98 3 

1 OCT 01 3 

31 JAN 36 1 

EL-41 
4B-9 
EL-41 

48-9 

HEMET (18 AUG 1892 - 10 MAR 1893) TRANS1!'1!:RRED TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY WHEN CREA'l'ED 

HOWE {26 APR 1882 - 30 JUN 1891) 
SAN- 2230 1C 26 . 5 14L 13 NOV 83 24 OCT 89 3 

JAMUL (22 SEP 1880 - 23 NOV 1882) WAS JANAL. 
{24 JAN 1883 - 18 SEP 1884) 
( 5 FEB 1885 - OPEN) 

SAN- 2430 lC 32 . 0 14L 1 JAN 23 10 DEC 34 1 4B-9 

JANAL ( 4 MAY 1876 - 22 SEP 1880) NCT JAMUL . 
SAN-2450 MS 27 J UL 77 * 7 DEC 78 4 

J ULIAN ( 8 AUG 1870 - OPEN) 
SAN- 2 490 1C 23.5 1 0L 30 NOV 75 7 NOV 76* 4 
SAN-2 520 2C 32.5 16 NOV 91 2 7 OCT 92 4 T&C 

31.5 12L 
SAN- 2530 1C 27.0 14L 30 APR 92 l2 DEC 98 3 

LAKESIDE ( 4 FEB 1887 - OPEN) 
SAN- 2710 1C 29.0 15L 31 AUG 87 7 APR 90 3 

LINDA VISTA/LINDAVISTA (23 SEP 1886 - 15 MAR 1890} 
(19 MAY 1890 - 31 JUL 1899 ) ONE WORD FROM 1895 . 

San-2977 1c 27 . 5 8L 30 NOV 89* 4 TARGET 
SAN- 2 990 1C 27 . 5 9L 14 F.EB 94 4 SEP 94 3 
SAN-3000 1C 27 . 5 10L 17 JAN 96 24 ~y 99 3 

LUSARDI (1 8 SEP 1889 - 1 4 JUL 1 903) 
(27 NOV 1903 - 1 5 MAY 1 911) 

SAN-3040 1C 27.0 12L 12 JAN 91 27 DEC 97 4 

MERLE (25 SEP 1888 - 30 JAN 1892} 
(24 FEB 1892 - 31 DEC 1909) 

SAN- 3070 1C 28.0 15L 29 S'EP 90 1 SEP 97 3 
San-3075 2C 30 . 0 

28.0 14L 28 MAY 97 4 

MERTON (10 JUL 1890 - 30 AUG 1902) 
SAN- 3100 1C 26.5 10L 13 JAN 92 10 S'EP 94 3 

10 
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San-748 San-1855 San-3625 San-3895 

l{arnona, Ca 11r 

·,· 
San-3905 San-4895 San-4733 

11 
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MESA GRANDE {28 APR 1879 - 13 NOV 1879) NCT MESAVILLE . 
(27 DEC 1883 - 30 SEP 1 953) WAS MESAVILLE . 

SAN-3130 MS 5 APR 84* 4 

March 2002 

SAN-3120 2ov 38 . 5x22.0 22 JUL 84 17 DEC 86 4 T&C 
36 . 5x20.0 8L 

SAN-3130 Moved to top of listin(j' 

MIRAMAR ( 6 APR 1892 - 1 NOV 1957) TO BRANCH OF SAN DIEGO. 
SAN- 3210 1C 27 . 0 12L 17 J.AN 93 10 OCT 03 3 

MOOSA (17 FEB 1881 - 31 JAN 1912) 
SAN- 3270 1C 27 .5 14L 21 AUG 91 18 AUG 06 3 

MURRIETTA (28 JUL 1885 - 11 MAR 1893) INTO RI VERS I DE COUNTY WHEN CREATED . 
SAN- 3320 1C 32 . 0 17L 4 MAR 87 26 OCT 87 3 
SAN- 3350 1C 28 .5 11L 1 6 OCT 92 2 NOV 92 3 

NATIONAL CITY {29 DEC 
SAN- 3360 1C 24 . 5 
SAN- 3 410 · 1C 27 . 0 
SAN-3420 1C 28 . 5 
SAN- 3470 1C 29 . 5 

1869 
4L 
7L 
8L 

12L 

- OPEN) 
6 FEB 79 

15 JUN 90 
16 MAY 92 

7 FEB 14 

13 FEB 82* 
29 OC'r 91 
26 JUL 94 
29 MAY 15 

4 
3 
2 
2 EL-41 

NELL I E ( 2 APR 1883 - 1 9 OCT 1920) PO MOVE D AND NCT PALOMAR MOUNTAIN. 
SAN- 3510 1C 27 .5 12L 1 SEP 91 11 MAR 97 3 
SAN-3530 1C 31. 5 20L 8 SEP 06 17 AUG 16 2 DOANE TY 3 (2 ) 

NESTOR ( 9 JUN 1890 - OPEN) 
SAN- 3560 1C 27 .5 16L 6 JUL 96 

NORTH SAN DI EGO (2 9 AUG 1870 - 15 MAR 1889) 

23 DEC 98 3 

(26 JUL 1 889 - 1 NOV 1 943) NCT OLD SAN DI EGO. 
San-3625 1C 27. 5 10L 7 NOV 87 4 
SAN-3640 1C 27.5 5L 25 JAN 95 3 AUG 04 3 

NUEVO (24 SEP 1883 - 18 JUN 1895) NCT RAMONA . 
SAN- 3690 1C 26 . 5 12L 11 OC'r 87 25 J.AN 88 3 

OAK GROVE/OAKGROVE (19 SEP 1870 - 16 MAR 1887) 
(17 OCT 1 887 - 31 AUG 1900) CT ONE WORD 3 0 JUL 1894. 

SAN-3720 MS 8 MAR 78 4 MOST LIKELY NO'r A CALIF. 
SAN-3730 2Sov 37 . 5x21. 5 29 OC'r 84 13 MAY 86 4 T&C 

35.5x19.5 1 0L 

OCEANSI DE (24 MAY 1883 - OPEN) 
SAN-3790 1C 28.0 13L 19 MAY 85 20 JUN 85 3 
San-3795 lC 28 . 5 12L 2 OC'r 86 3 
SAN-3820 1C 27. 0 llL 16 NOV 91 23 AUG 93 3 
SAN- 3840 1C 28 . 5 13L 7 FEB 94 25 SEP 00 2 
SAN- 3880 1C 25 . 5 llL 5 JAN 27 2 NOV 35 1 EL-51 

OGILBY ( 9 J AN 1890 - 29 JUN 1895 ) 
{15 JUL 1898 - 15 AUG 1907) I NTO IMPERI AL COUNTY WHEN CREATED. 

San-3895 2oat31 . 5 
28.5 12L 12 J.AN 84 

San-3896 2oat31.5 
28.0 12L 16 MAY 93 

San-3905 1C 31 . 5 ? 3 JUN 07 

OLIVENHAIN ( 5 JAN 1887 - 31 AUG 1909) 
SAN- 3920 1C 27 . 0 8L 28 NOV 91 

ORCUTT ( 5 FEB 1890 - 15 MAY 1896) 
SAN- 3960 MS 25 MAR 90* 

OTAY ( 7 FEB 1870 - 2 8 FEB 18 72 ) 
( 1 SEP 1887 - 31 MAR 1925) 

SAN- 3990 lC 27 . 0 15L 21 FEB 91 

PALA (1 3 MAY 1875 - OPEN) 
SAN-4 130 3C 27 . 5 

26 . 5 
17 . 5 1 6L 

12 

29 APR 82 

3 4 mm CALA 

3 3 mm CALA 
3 CAL NO'r .READAB.zi£ 

21 MAR 96 3 

18 APR 90 4 

4 OC'r 94 3 

10 SEP 84 4 

PM 
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PALM CITY {13 JAN 1914 - 16 APR 1946) 
SAN-4220 1C 31.5 18L 28 JUL 25 
SAN-4230 1C 32.5 15L 27 JVN 30 

18 MAY 26 2 
l8 SEP 30 1 

4B-9 
4B- 9 

PERRIS (26 FEB 1886 - 11 MAR 1893) INTO RIVERSIDE COUNTY WHEN CREATED. 
SAN-4310 1C 27.0 10L 18 ~ 89 1 AUG 89 3 

PINE VALLEY {11 APR 1924 - OPEN) 
SAN-4400 1C 30.5 12L 17 OCT 26 
SAN-4410 1C 31.5 12L 15 MAY 28 

POINT LOMA ( 7 JAN 1893 - 31 MAY 1936) TO 
SAN-4430 1C 29.5 llL 3 MAR 02 
SAN- 4480 1C 20.5 7L 8 OCT 30 

POWAY ( 2 JUN 1870 - OPEN) 
SAN-4560 MS 30 MAR 76* 
SAN-4590 1C 28.5 14L 28 JAN 94 

PUJOL (24 MAY 1 880 - 22 NOV 1881) 
( 5 JUN 1882 - 8 JAN 1883) 

SAN-4630 MS 4 FEB 81 

RAINBOW (27 NOV 1889 - 31 JUL 1914 ) 
SAN-4670 1C 30.5 20L 22 JAN 07 

RAMONA {12 NOV 1886 - 31 JAN 1887 ) 
(18 JUN 1895 - OPEN) WAS NUEVO. 

SAN-4680 MS 4 JAN 87 
Sa.n-4733 sl 48.0X6.0 32* 

11 JUL 28 2 
21 AUG 28 2 

STATION OF SAN 
3 JUL 06 3 
1 AUG 35 1 

22 DEC 86 4 
12 SEP 98 3 

15 FEB 81 5 

4 MAR lO 2 

22 FEB 87 4 
3 

4B-1 
48- 9 

DIEGO. 
NK, 
UNIVERSAL 

4B-2 

RANCHITA {10 OCT 1935 - 1 MAR 1984) TO CPO OF WARNER SPRINGS. 
SAN-4740 1C 32.5 16L 25 NOV 35 10 MAY 40 1 48- 9 

SAN DIEGO (PRIOR TO 9 APR 1850 - 6 APR 1869) PO MOVED AND NCT SOUTH SAN DIEGO. 
(14 APR 1876 - OPEN) WAS SOUTH SAN DIEGO. 

SAN-4830 MS 8 AUG 49 15 DEC 51 6 
SAN-4840 1C 32.5 9L 3 JUL 50 13 OC'l! ..55 5 
SAN-4850 1C 34.0 7L 9 JAN 62 2 AUG 67 4 
SAN-4860 1C 24.5 8L 7 JVN 70 21 APR 78 3 

SAN-4880 lC 28.5 15L 5 SEP 80 25 MAY 84 3 
San-4"895 lC 27.5 5L 11 AUG 87 3 
SAN-4940 1C 27.5 13L 16 FEB 85 28 MAY 8.6 3 
SAN- 4990 1C 26.5 12L 4 OCT 88 19 NOV 88 2 
SAN-5060 1C 19 . 0 7L 26 DEC 03 4 OCT 04 2 BARR-FYKE 
SAN- 5170 1C 22.0 10L 3 SEP 22 30 SEP 35 1 UNIVERSAL 
San-5232 lC 22.0 9L 24 JVN 40 1 UNIVERSAL 

{SAN DIEGO) STATION B (20 FEB 1914 - 31 OCT 1938) 
(16 OCT 1948 - 30 JUN 1949) WAS MARINE CORPS AIR DEPOT. 

SAN- 5320 1C 20.0 2L 18 OCT 28 31 OCT 38 1 INTERNATIONAL 

{SAN DIEGO) CALIFORNIA PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION STATION (29 MAY 1935 - 11 NOV 1935) 
{12 FEB 1936 - 9 SEP 1936) 

SAN-5410 1C 20.5 3L 31 MAY 35 18 AUG 36 1 INTERNATIONAL CPIE 

{SAN DIEGO) EAST SAN DIEGO STATION ( 1 AUG 1917 - -- 1986) 
SAN-5510 1C 21.0 3L 2 NOV 32 16 NOV 37 1 INTERNATIONAL 

(SAN DIEGO) MISSION BEACH STATION (30 SEP 1928 - 30 JUN 1951) 
SAN-5610 lC 27.0 1L 28 FEB 33 2 APR 34 1 EL-51 

SAN DIEGUITO {19 JUN 1874 - 27 JUL 1876) 
{ 2 AUG 1877 - 3 NOV 1886) 

SAN-5780 1C 23.5 5L 26 NOV 75* 
SAN-5790 lC 27.5 8L 11 NOV 84 

SAN LUIS REY (21 NOV 1861 
(20 NOV 1865 

SAN- 5850 MS 
SAN- 5860 lC 24.5 6L 
SAN- 5870 2C 30.0 

28.5 15L 

- 30 MAY 1865) 
- OPEN) 

22 AUG 64 
5 MAR 73 

16 MAY 80 

27 SEP 72 
25 JUL 79 

7 APR 88 

4 
3 

4 

3 
4 
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SAN MARCOS (26 JAN 1888 - OPEN) 
SAN-5970 SL 23.5x17.0 llL 2 MAR 03 
SAN-6010 1C 31.5 14L 23 MAY 30 

SAN ONOFRE ( 2 FEB 1917 - 31 OCT 1919) 
(22 APR 1920 - 30 APR 1936) 
(15 FEB 1938 - 30 NOV 1943) 

SAN-6020 1C 31.5 15L 19 MAR 34 

SANTEE (17 JUL 1891 -OPEN) 
SAN-6110 1C 28.0 15L 10 NOV 93 

17 OCT 05 3 
3 MAY 34 1 

30 APR 36 1 

25 JUN 94 3 

RFD TY 1A(1) 
4B-9 

4B-9 

SIEMPREVIVA (24 DEC 1889 - 4 JON 1892) PO MOVED AND NCT LEMON . 
SAN-6210 1C 27.5 9L 22 MAY 91 2 DEC 91 4 

SOUTH SAN DIEGO (1) ( 6 APR 1869 - 14 APR 1876) FROM AND TO SAN DIEGO. 
SAN-6290 1C 25.5 2L 2~ APR 69 12 OCT 75* 3 

.,. 
SUNNYSIDE .(15 JUN 1892 - 2 MAR 1974) 

SAN-6350 lC 27.5 11L 23 MAY 94 4 DEC Ol 3 

TERRA COTTA (26 OCT 1887 - 11 MAR 1893) TRANSFERRED TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY WHEN 
CREATED. 

SAN-6540 MS 20 OCT 91 23 MAR 92 4 

VISTA ( 9 APR 1882 - 12 NOV 1886) 
( 3 APR 1888 - OPEN) 

SAN-6740 1C 27 . 0 16L 24 NOV 91 5 NOV 95 3 

WARNER SPRINGS (28 JUN 1905 - OPEN) 
SAN- 6840 1C 31.0 8L 7 MAR 07 12 DEC 08 2 DOANE TY 3 (1 ) 

WEED (12 MAR 1880 -
SAN-6890 1C 27.0 

3 NOV 1886) 
13L 18 J.AN 84 30 MAY 86 4 

WILDOMAR (16 APR 1886 - 11 MAR 1893) TRANSFERRED TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY WHEN CREATED. 
SAN-6930 1C 28 . 0 11L 23 FEB 88 17 APR 93 3 

WINCHESTER (23 FEB 1887 - 11 MAR 1893) WAS ROCKHOUSE . TO RIVERSIDE COUNTY WHEN 
CREATED. 

SAN-6940 1C 27.0 10L 8 JUL 88 2 OCT 93 3 SAME AS RIV-3090 

WITCH CREEK ( 3 MAR 1893 - 15 MAR 1938) 
SAN-6950 1C 28 . 0 12L 7 FEB 94 9 ,JTJL 96 4 
San-6955 lC 27.5 1lL 10 AUG 98 3 
SAN-6970 1C 32.0 1 4L 22 ,JTJL 26 27 DEC 34 1 4B-9 

WYNOLA ( 5 JUN 1889 - 15 DEC 1913) 
SAN-6980 1C 27.0 13L 19 AUG 96 13 DEC 97 3 
SAN-6990 1C 27.5 15L 12 NOV 97 24 DEClO 2 
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San Francisco Clamshell 6 Marking Revisited 
New Book Ends 

February 18, 1850 
earliest known usage 

by Fred F. Gregory 

December 19, 1860 
latest known usage 

On January 28, 1850, the American brigantine Pianet sailed from Honolulu and entered San Fran
cisco Bay on February 18, carrying a letter bag from the firm Makee Anthon & Co. of Honolulu. To 
collect the 2¢ per letter due him under the United States ship rate, the captain of the Pianet handed his 
letters to the San Francisco post office. In the letter bag was one from James Makee, a prominent 
Honolulu merchant, to William Heath Davis, a prominent San Francisco merchant, enclosing yet an
other letter for Davis to forward to a man named Murphy in San Rafael. 
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The Makee Cover of 1850 
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Reverse of the February 18, 1850 Makee cover, showing the Makee Anthon forwarding mark. 

More than ten years later the American bark Comet left Honolulu on November 26, 1860 for San 
Francisco, arriving on December 18. As usual, the captain of the Comet deposited the letters with the 
San Francisco post office to collect his fee of 2¢ per letter. Among these letters was one to Henry 
Wetherbee of San Francisco, postmarked at San Francisco on December 19, 1860. 

The Wetherbee cover of 1860 

From March 3, 1825 until February 27, 1861, 
the postage rate on incoming letters brought by 
private non-contract vessels and addressed to 
someone living at the port of entry was 6¢ per let
ter. When a post office was opened in San Fran
cisco in March 1849, this same rate applied to in-

16 

coming letters to be picked up at the San Fran
cisco office. No contract vessels worked between 
Honolulu and San Francisco until1867, so Makee's 
letter to Davis and the letter to Wetherbee were 
charged 6¢ for the ship rate, including the 2¢ paid 
to the captain. 



Western Express 

When Makee's letter arrived on February 18, 
1850, a clerk in the San Francisco office used what 
must have been a brand new marking device to 
indicate the rate - a "6" in a fancy circular shell 
with the word "SHIP" at the top - the famous San 
Francisco "clamshell Ship 6" - to show what Davis 
was required to pay. When the letter to Wetherbee 
arrived on December 19, 1860, the same device 
was used to mark what was due on his letter. 

These two letters are the current "book ends" 
for the usage period of the clamshell Ship 6. Black 
ink was used to make the first mark on February 
18, 1850. By the time of the next recorded cover 
with this mark (June 1, 1850- the previous EKU) 
the ink was changed to a red-orange. I show us
ages in red-orange until May 22, 1851. The mark 
is seen in black by August 12, 1851 (with a red 
San Francisco postmark). In December 1852, it is 
seen in blue, but is again black by February 18, 
1853 and remained black thereafter. At the end 
the device was so deteriorated most of it failed to 
print. 

Earlier writers destroyed the myth that this 
mark was used only on mail brought to San Fran
cisco by clipper ships. Nonetheless, some con
tinue to label this mark the San Francisco "clipper 
ship postmark." (See Theodore L. Behr, "Clipper 
Ship Mail to California," Stamps, September 17, 
1977). Ernest A. Wiltsee 's article in The Ameri
can Philatelist of August 1937 ("Ship 6") pioneered 
scholarly research on this mark. Another excel
lent article was written by W. Scott Polland, M.D., 
"The San Francisco Ship 6 Clipper Ship Cancella
tion," Western Express, January 1968 and sequel 
of July 1968. 

Polland illustrates the December 19, 1860 
cover, as well as a May 30, 1861 cover from 
Mazatlan bearing what could be an even more de
teriorated example of the clamshell Ship 6. Polland 
states the marks on these two covers are from a 
different device. I own the December 19, 1860 
cover, so I have examined it closely and believe it 
is from the old device. From the illustration given 
by Polland, it is difficult to know whether the May 
30, 1861 cover really has the same mark- but there 
are similarities. Also, it is curious to see a Ship 6 
mark on a cover of such late date, for the rate 

March 2002 

dropped to 5¢ on February 27, 1861. Surely the 
change was known in San Francisco by May 30, 
considering it took about a month for news to reach 
San Francisco from the East Coast via Panama or 
by the Butterfield stage in those days. Even as
suming the news missed the first steamer out of 
New York for Panama, it certainly caught the later 
steamer in March, so the rate change must have 
been known in San Francisco by early May at the 
latest. I would expect the usage of the clamshell 6 
stopped by mid-April 1861. Accordingly, I am 
uncertain what to say about the May 30, 1861 
cover. San Francisco used a Ship 5 mark before 
February 27, 1861 on letters for delivery to inland 
California towns, so there was no need to use a 
Ship 6 mark as a temporary measure while wait
ing for a proper rate stamp. If the May 30, 1861 
mark is from the old device, it would of course 
represent a new book end for the latest known us
age of the clamshell Ship 6. 

This marking is not rare in my opinion. Wiltsee 
gave a census of 24 covers. Polland republished 
that census without change. Polland added illus
trations of 11 covers not found on Wiltsee's list. 
Neither of the "book ends" is in Wiltsee's list. 
Further, I note the mark on 45 covers from Hawaii 
alone, only one of which is in Wiltsee's list (the 
three Hawaii covers illustrated by Polland are in 
my list- meaning my Hawaii list adds 41 new cov
ers). These three sources alone thus identify a to
tal of 76 covers. Therefore, I would guess the to
tal number of covers bearing this mark is much 
greater than Wiltsee's census would suggest -
probably upwards of 500, unless the Hawaii cov
ers bear a disproportionate percentage of the whole, 
a distinct possibility given the frequent sailings 
between Honolulu and San Francisco. 

Despite the lack of rarity, covers bearing this 
mark are fascinating pieces of postal history 
brought to San Francisco from all over the world. 
They often bear interesting forwarder or merchant 
marks in addition to postal markings of foreign 
countries at a time when the Pacific Basin was a 
true frontier. Originating ports for the 24 covers 
listed by Wiltsee were Valparaiso, San Jose de 
Costa Rica, Punta Arenas, Edinburgh, Honolulu, 
Manila, Sydney, Rio de Janeiro, Hong Kong, 
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Before the Clamshell Ship 6 mark was used the rate was noted in manuscript. 

Singapore and Bangkok. Polland shows illustra
tions of covers from Bordeaux, Queensland, Ham
burg, Victoria (Australia), and the Mazatlan cover 
discussed above. I have in my collection covers 
from Bremen and Melbourne and 12 Hawaii cov
ers, including both book ends illustrated here. 

Further research 
Because there are quite a few covers with the 

clamshell Ship 6, a census would probably reveal 
nothing of great research value. There are usage 
gaps, and filling in those gaps would advance the 
understanding of these marks and give better defi
nition to the uses of different colors. Those gaps 
are February 18, 1850 (black) to June 1, 1850 (red); 
May 22, 1851 (red) to August 12, 1851 (black); 
October 4, 1852 (black) to December --, 1852 
(blue); December--, 1852 (blue) to February 18, 
1853 (black). Also, covers between July 4, 1860 
and December 19, 1860 would help define the 
eventual break-up of the device. Of course, cov
ers arriving in San Francisco earlier or later than 
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the book end covers need to be identified. Adding 
to the countries or cities of origin would also be 
interesting. Finally, knowing the date on which 
San Francisco learned the 6¢ rate was reduced to 
5¢ would be useful for making conclusions about 
the later Mazatlan cover. 

Information can be sent to me at 
feedback@ hawaiianstamps.com 

and will be appreciated, particularly if you can pro
vide specifics about the color of the clamshell, the 
color of the San Francisco postmark, the sources 
used for dating it (e.g., postmark, dateline or infer
ential data), the origin of the cover and any addi
tional marks found on it. 

The Clamshell Ship 6 mark and other San Fran
cisco marks associated with mail from Hawaii can 
be seen at 

http:/ /wwwhawaiians tamps.com/ 
sfpostmarks.html 

a part of the Hawaii web site "Post Office in Para
dise" at 

www.hawaiianstamps.com 
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STEAMER DAYS! 
by Dr. Robert J. Chandler 

. ' 

My earliest San Francisco steamer letter, according to the docketing, is one banker Drury J. Tallant 
dispatched on August 1, 1849, the first day the post office used this red circular handstamp. However, 
the CALIFORNIA, not the PANAMA, sailed that day. Thanks to John H. Williams' California Town 
~(Western Cover Society, 1997), this mark is identified as SAF 290, used for a year beginning June 
1, 1850, and not SAF 250, in use until June 15, 1850. On August 1, 1850, CaptainED. Bailey guided 
the PANAMA out of San Francisco harbor with this letter aboard. 

GETTING UP STEAM 
Semi-monthlifor20 years from 1849 to 1869, 

the famed wooden sidewheel steamers of the Pa
cific Mail Steamship Company- and shorter-lived 
but tenacious Opposition lines from 1850 to 1868 
--connected California to New York by way of 
the Isthmus of Panama. In the great port of the 
Pacific, the day previous to sailing became cel
ebrated as "Steamer Day." Festivities abounded 
as San Franciscans greeted each other, said good
bye to departing comrades, wrote loved ones and 

· merchants, and settled accounts. 
I am continually amazed at the wondrous, un

usual, and eccentric information that pops up in 
Congressional documents. In November. 1856, 
Captain Thomas Jefferson Cram, Chief Topo
graphical Engineer for the Military Department of 
the Pacific, submitted a report on "Oceanic Routes 
to California" (Senate Executive Document No. 
51, 34th Congress, 3rd Session, 1857). Of course, 

the Captain had his facts and figures in line. By 
Panama and Nicaragua, he estimated that "there 
are being passed over this isthmus [of Central 
America] 80,000 passengers, 81,000,000 dollars 
in treasure per annum, between the Pacific and At
lantic ports of the United States." 

What sort of undertaking did passengers and 
mail experience? The captain averaged figures 
from ships' logs, but measured distances in more 
understandable land statute miles rather than longer 
nautical miles. His conversion ratio was 0.8675. 
The entire 25-day journey from New York to Cali- . 
fornia was 6,218 miles, or 5,394 nautical miles, 
including 49 statue miles of railroad across Panama 
and two miles by lighter from shore to the Pacific 
steamers. Passengers complained for good reason 
about climatic change and heat. They sailed from 
New York, at 40• 40' North Latitude, to Panama at 
T 13' and then north again to San Francisco at 
latitude 37• 48 '. 
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OnJanuary 15,1850, Lt. ThomasA. Budd, U.S.N. captainedthesteamerCAI.JFORNIA to Panama. On 
board was a letter from merchant N. Harry "Yse to the folks at home. It bore a January 14 postmark 
(SAF 260, the non-rated hands tamp introduced August 1, 1849) with a boxed "40" rate design only used 
afew months thatwinter,fromperhaps October 1849 through mid-February 1850. 

New York to Aspinwall 
2,392 miles (2,075 nautical miles) 
9.5 miles per hour [8 1/4 knots] 
10.5 days 

Panama to San Francisco via Acapulco 
3,775 miles (3,275 nautical miles) 
11.667 miles per hour [10 1 /8 knots] 
13.5 days 

Booking one of these trips that the captain so 
coldly calculated was something else. A cynical
or realistic view of steamer travel appeared in an 
1854 song titled "Humbug Steamship Companies" 
written between the first sailing of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt's Independent Opposition Steamer YAN
KEE BLADE on June 1, 1854 and its wreck on 
October 1. 

However, in the late 1850s, settlement, grow
ing population, and technology brought change. 
In 1858 the 24-day semi-weekly Overland route 
by way of Texas and Los Angeles began running, 
and by 1860, stagecoaches carried more mail than 
the semi-monthly steamers. Wells Fargo & Co., 
though, sent its Letter Express by sea unless cus
tomers specified otherwise. Not many did. On 
May 27, 1866, Henry Reed, superintendent for Ben 
Holladay's Express reported, "W.F. & Co. send a 

20 

bag over the line yet. · Their expresses that I have 
examined do not contain over ten or a dozen let
ters." If Reed's average is accurate, then Wells 
Fargo carried Overland only about four thousand 
of its franked envelopes annually. 

A year later, Fessenden N. Otis, historian of 
the Panama Railroad, remarked in his 1867 guide
book that "by each California steamer, Wells, Fargo 
& Co. dispatch a 'fast package and letter express' 
which is made up at their principal office, No. 84 
Broadway [New York]. This express extends 
through all the steamer connections at Panama." 

Humbug Steamship Companies 

The greatest imposition that the public ever saw, 
Are the California Steamships that run to Panam a; 
They're a perfect set of robbers, and accomplish their 

designs 
By a general invitation of the people to the mines. 

Then come along, come along, you that want to go, 
The best accommodations, and the passage very low; 
Our boats they are large enough, don't be afraid 
The [PMSS] GOLDEN GATE is going down to beat 

the YANKEE BLADE. 
They have opposition on the route, with cabins very nice, 
And they advertise to take you for half the usual price; 
They get thousands from the mountains, and then deny 

their bills, 
So you have to pay the prices, or go back into the hills. 
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A tipsy writer aboard the throbbing GOLDEN GATE wrote on November 28, 1852, prior to arriving at 
Panama. With a due 20 cents, it departed the Isthmus at 5 p.m. December 4, and arrived in San Fran
cisco at 1:30 p.m., December 17,1852, on the return trip of the GOWEN GATE. 

THE FRACTIOUS FIFTIES 
Steve Meier, in his well-researched, written and 

detailed article, "Early Panama Steamers,"~ 
em Express, July 1986) counted 108 steamers serv
ing California. Except for two iron ships and 
twelve screw propellors, all were wooden side
wheelers that made the run in 23 to 26 days. From 
1850 on, U.S. mail agents served at Panama and 
aboard the ships. To illustrate this essay, dealers, 
but more so eBay (4 to 8) have provided me with a 
good selection of mid-quality steamer covers, some 
of whicll have stories to tell. A few even contained 
letters! 

As with any mechanical device, what could go 
wron often did. On April 7, 1852, accountant James 
Crawford wrote a Pennsylvania friend from 
Panama, "this far famed. far damned Isthmus," 
apologizing, "It was a sudden start for me." With 
employment offered, he explained, "I concluded 
to leave for a country where I could have the privi
lege of doing business if I had the desire." 
Crawford added, "We sail to morrow and I must 
close all letters without delay." Though without a 
cover, he sent the letter collect, for Crawford made 
an intriguing remark: "I am told that when Post
age is paid on letters here they are not so likely to 
reach their destination." Crawford departed on the 
tiny 167-foot PMSS CONSTITUTION, which ar
rived May 22, 1852- 42 days from Panama! Lack 

of coal forced a long stopover in San Diego, and 
this was the sole voyage that this steamer, the first 
of that name, made for the Pacific Mail. 

A stray missive later that year reminds us that 
sometimes the physical operation of the steamers 
took blame that should have been placed elsewhere. 
A letter from J.E . Giddings, who, due to an altruis
tic deed described below, was obviously a mem
ber in good standing of that noble Gold Rush fra
ternal organization, E. Clampus Virus, proves that 
point. It carries the collect 20-cent Panama rate 
affixed by the U.S. postal agent there. The recipi
ent, George F. Nourse, was a clerk at the Mercan
tile Hotel, 161 Front Street [old numbering], be
tween Pacific and Broadway. 

November 28, 1852 
"Friend of my early youth" 

The shaking caused by the engine is the cause 
of my bad writing, not bad brandy. So far have 
got along first-rate. Went ashore at Acapulco d--
hot, good dinner, bottle of wine--and hot sun-bad 
effects, head ache in Acapulco! Fine boat this-
[ wax seal, 10] knots, stupid waiter. Stirred him up 
&c. &c. Contrary to good resolution drink brandy 
and malt liquors. Whan an unstable thing is man? 
Friend King is about the same, one day better an
other not so well. First rate fellow. Ashamed of 
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myself for grumbling so to you about-------. Had 
lots of brandy and wine. Too sick to partake of 
above--Consequence--disinterested act of friend
ship performed with great success by J.E.G. Drank 
the above in as short a time as any reasonable man 
could ask. Could mortal man do more? Shall write 
to you as soon as I arrive home. Give you all the 
particulars. Felt rather squeamish after you left 
me on the 16th ult. [When the Golden Gate sailed]. 
Getting nothing to eat until twelve o'clock, I felt 
weak. Survived. At the present time am all right. 

Shall never forget you George or your friend
ship towards a d-----d fool. Hope some time to 
make myself agreeable (at least) to you. Small 
things insignificant in themselves are sometimes 
great favors. Thank you for your kindness to me 
at San Francisco. Receive the thanks of unfortu
nate devil who never forgets injury, but is slightly 
sensible to true friendship. Adieu for the present, 
and count in future among your best friends. 

J.E. Giddings, A.S.S. 
P.S. Ship like an electrical machine. Can't 

write." 

Of course, to receive mail the sender had to 
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understand the system. On November 2, 1853, 
Prescott Martin wrote from Pomfret, New York, 
on Lake Erie 40 miles from Buffalo, to his brother 
Noble in Sacramento. "Your letter mailed Sept. 
30th arrived October 31," he said, adding, "We 
have got 4 or 5 papers from you and all of your 
letters straight." Then came the kicker. "Strange 
you do not get a letter from home," Prescott wrote. 
"We have written you 4 letters before this [how
ever] we was misinformed when the mail left New 
York. We mailed the first to you on the 25th of 
July, the next August 22; the next Oct. 6th, [and] 
the last for the mail of the 20th Oct." Obviously, 
Prescott had no better luck, as Noble Martin re
ceived his letter on January 18, 1854. 

Such disasters, real and imagined, ledArtimus 
Coburn to write his wife in Brunswick, Maine, 
from Murphy's camp in 1854: "I am much pleased 
to announce to you the reception of another letter 
from your kind hand dated January 2, and arrived 
to day [actually in quite good time], February 8." 
Though I imagine that such stilted language gagged 
Coburn's "dear companion," he also observed, 
"The mails of late have been behind hand, but this 
is in season." 

·'· .· .· 

., :. 
( : , ·I 

., t :~· · 

: .~;. 

On September 19, 1854, Bostonian Alfred Warren, in great need of money, wrote his brother James 
Lloyd Lafayette Franklin Warren, a '49er and the noted agriculturalist of the California Farmer, to pay 
off a a sacred debt." A fast railroad trip by the United States Government's Express Mail delivered it to 
New York in time to be placed aboard the steamer NORTH STAR, built by Cornelius Vanderbilt and 
advertised as a a steam yacht," leaving on September 20. The letter arrived in San Francisco 26 days 
later on October 16, 1854, on the GOLDEN AGE among 303 bags of mail matter. 
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As noted, Government mail agents served 
aboard the semi-monthly mail steamers, but the 
express companies also had representatives. In 
October 1852, Wells, Fargo & Co's Express ad
vertised that due to "advantageous arrangements," 
it would "forward Gold Dust, Bullion, Specie, 
Packages, Parcels & Freight, of all kinds, to and 
from New York and San Francisco," which would 
be "in charge of our own messenger through to 
destination." Wells Fargo added, "Treasure & 
small parcels, received for shipment up to the lat
est moment before the departure of the Steamers." 

By 1865, Wells Fargo's efficiency led to con
trol of half the freight business, so the steamship 
company made Wells Fargo "sole Freight Agents 
of the Pacific Mail S.S. Co., and for the Panama 
R.R. Co.," paying a 5 percent commission. 

Here are the often-reproduced instructions for 
the type of trip that an express messenger should 
have had: 

W.B. Latham, Jr. 

Office of Wells, Fargo & Co. 
82 Broadway, New York 
April 27, 1855 

WF & Co's Messenger per NORTHERN LIGHT 

Dear Sir: 
You will have charge of our Express matter this 

day for San Francisco by Nicaragua route. 
Our [101 boxes of] goods will be under Bill of 

Lading from New York to San Francisco. You will 
have no direct charge of them, further than to urge 
them on when you consider it necessary to do so, 
but at the same time be careful not to interfere with 
the Company's officers. 

You are furnished by us on leaving here, with 
a list of all our Express goods going with you and 
also of all the Trunks and Bags in your immediate 
charge of which Trunks and Bags you will take 
especial care until you arrive at San Francisco and 
deliver the same only to persons connected with 
our office there. 

You are furnished with Custom House Mani
fests of our Express goods, which you will be sure 
to get properly endorsed by the United States Con
sular Agent both at San Juan del Norte and San 
Juan del Sur. 

Take no packages from others either here or 
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on the route unless for Consuls or officers of the 
Steamship Company. 

In no case nor under any consideration what
ever, let any package, or letter or letters which we 
have put under your immediate charge go out of 
your care until you deliver same to persons con
nected with our San Francisco office as herein di
rected. 

While on way up on Pacific side, prepare a 
careful alphabetical list of all San Francisco (City) 
Letters in your Bag, make it on the headed sheets 
we give you (dating each sheet.) Get the Purser's 
Report and put it and your letter list in Letter Bag, 
and when nearing San Francisco, our News Boat 
(with Flag and Capt. Martin on board) will come 
off. Then throw Bag Letters and Bag Newspapers 
to him: Be ready for him so as not to miss him. 

Report yourself with Trunks as soon as pos
sible to our folks in San Francisco. Look for our 
wagon on the dock and go up in it, losing no time. 

During any affrays on board ship, remain neu
tral as far as possible. 

Distribute newspapers to Steamer's Officers, 
Consuls, and respectable passengers you may meet 
coming this way on Isthmus. 

Wishing you a pleasant trip and good health, 
We remain Yours, 
WELLS, FARGO & Co. 
By: Jesse Payne 

P.S. Be sure to have all the bags of newspapers on 
deck, ready for immediate delivery on arrival in 
the Bay of San Francisco." 

Latham's trip, however, was not a piece of cake. 
On May 6, 1855, the Vanderbilt steamer SIERRA 
NEVADA picked up the NORTHERN LIGHT's 847 
passengers at San Juan del Sur, and sailed on May 
11. The Pacific, however, was not pacific. The 
ship "met with incessant gales from theN. W., with 
tremendous head seas, retarding her arrival at least 
two days." Captain J .H. Blethen put into San Fran
cisco at 11 A.M. Saturday, May 26, 1855. 

The Panama Railroad chugged across the Isth
mus at the end of January 1855, easing the cross
ing. In mid-December 2001, Western Cover Soci
ety member Mark E. Baker (check him out on eBay 
at "calf. covers") offered at internet auction seven 
letters from Stockton farmer Humphrey Howland. 
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A correspondent of rancher Charles Friend residing at Secret Ravine, dropped this letter off at Panama, 
where the U.S. mail agent added "Paid -- to Panama" to let the San Francisco post office know to 
charge only the 20-cent steamer rate. It left at 9 a.m. on December 3, I 857, on the old reliable GOLDEN 
GATE in one of 50 letter bags among 324 bags and 20 boxes of newspapers and other mail matter, 
arriving December 16. The writer must have thought he had indeed a friend among San Francisco 
postal officials, as the address detailed explicit instructions: "California, San Francisco," and then, 
"Placer County, Township No. I, Post Office Auburn." After that, specifics read: "Charles Friend at 
the Placer House.Auburn Road, IB miles from Sacramento City." 

On March 2, 1858, brother William H. Howland 
wrote their father to say "we have got to Cala safe." 
He added, though, "I had a rather hard time of it, 
and have not got hardly rited up yet, but I think I 
shall like the country well." 

Howland then described their February trip: 
"We was only 8 days from New York to our first 
landing place the Isthmus, and met with good luck 
to take the cars in three hours or a little more, and 
in about four hours we got across the Isthmus to 
Panama, where we got rite on the boat and sailed 
rite through without delays." 

"We got to San Francisco the 26th, and took 
the boat about 4 o'clock in the morning, and we 
ate breakfast and started out afoot to Humphrey's 
[farm], and I tell you we did not feel much like 
walking for we had pretty hard grub on the boat 
and we was pretty soft and weak, but we got here 
about noon on Saturday [February 27, 1858.]" 

Howland concluded that in spite of the quick 
passage, "I believe for the pleasure of the journey, 
I would rather cross the plains." 

The voyage, though, was more remarkable than 
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Howland thought, according to the San Francisco 
Alta California on February 27. The United States 
Mail Co's steamer MOSES TAYWR left New York 
at 2 p.m., on Friday, February 5, 1858, and arrived 
at Aspinwall on Saturday, February 13th, at mid
night. At 4 a.m. Sunday, February 14, Captain 
James Watkins got the GOLDEN AGE underway. 
The steamer stopped briefly at Acapulco on Feb
ruary 19th and Manzanillo the next day for coal 
and fresh food, and then steamed into San Fran
cisco harbor on Friday, February 26, 1858, at 1:45 
p.m. Passengers made this fast trip, the paper re
ported, "in 21 days, 22 1(2 hours, from wharf to 
wharf, being the shortest passage made from New 
York." 

While cabin passengers included San Francisco 
attorney Henry H. Haight, a future governor, and 
Stockton attorney George W. Tyler, the unlisted 
How lands were among the 437 people in steerage. 
Steerage passengers ate the same fare as the crew, 
which one member of each group fetch~ from the 
galley in pails - hence brother William's remark 
concerning "pretty hard grub." 
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On October 5,1859 the PMSS steamer GOWEN GATE departed SanFrancisco, and the next steamers, the 
Vanderbilt UNCLE SAM and the PMSS SONORA, would not sail until October 20. What was wholesaler 
SamuelS. Phillips to do? Before he had to start drinking his supply of wines and liquors, a Wells Fargo 
circular described the help that was at hand: "The Overland Mail/eaves this city every Monday and Friday 
at one o'clock, and is closed at the San Francisco Post Office at ten o'clock on the evening of the day 
preceding its departure." On Friday, October 7, this letter left San Francisco, and arrived in Boston in time 
for the recipient to reply November 4. By spring 1860, more mail went by stagecoach than by steamer. 

COMING TO CALIFORNIA 
By 1860, the sojourner mentality departed and 

many sought to bring sweethearts to California to 
settle. When husbands sent for their wives, they 
also sent special instructions. Two examples fol
low. George Kramer, in his article "The Pony that 
Went Both Ways," (Western Express, January 
1986) told how in 1861 Charles Shirland brought 
his beloved Drucilla A. Beach, from isolated 
Mapena Village in upstate St. Lawrence County, 
New York, to Folsom, California, where they wed. 
Excerpts are instructive. Shirland wrote July 3, 
1861 to "my own dear Drucilla:" 

"I have made arrangements to have you come 
on the 1st of August with a Mrs. Allen of Worces
ter, Mass. Her husband is here and they are going 
to board the students in the Folsom Institute next 
term. My plan is to have your Father and Mother 
come to Troy with you and Mrs. Allen and get your 
tickets and State room and stay on board with you 
until the boat sails. 

Your Father can get your [Wells Fargo] Drafts 
[for $400] cashed for you, as they will be good at 
any of the Banks in your county, but you must be 

sure and have gold as [state] Bank bills are of no 
use to you. You would have to discount them." 

Shirland continued, "My Cousin Cornelia 
Shirland, at my request, has written you," and she 
said on July 1, 1861: 

"I will write what I think is comfortable. If I 
was to start on a trip to the East, I should prepare 
myself with a double gown (not a very warm one) 
for morning use and sea sickness, and two or three 
loose dresses of calico and muslin, so as to have 
them cool and comfortable. 

And nice dresses, there is but little use for on a 
steamer, if any. The salt water is very bad for them 
if it gets on them. It is a shame to ruin them. If I 
were in your place, I would wrap my nice dresses 
in oil silk, so as to not have salt water reach them, 
also any nice article I wished to be careful of. I 
would pack one trunk with every thing you will 
have use for, so you can have it in your stateroom, 

and not be obliged to go to the baggage room, only 
to see that they are all safe. 

And now of a few words from myself to you. 
I would be very careful coming out with whom I 
made acquaintance, as there is a great many trav-
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eling on the steamers back and forth that are not 
fit companions for a lady to associate with, both 
ladies and gentlemen, if such can be called. If you 
was in charge of a gentleman, there would be no 
need of this advice." 

In 1857, the Nicaragua Route closed down and 
remained essentially unused until 1864. In Au
gust, the Central America Transit Company began 
running regular monthly steamers, and continued 
until April 1868. The competition brought down 
fares as Michael Kelly noted in his 1865 letter to 
his wife. Monday, March 13, 1865 was "OPPO
smoN S1EAMER DAY" when Captain William 
Laurence Merry would steer the AMERICA away 
from the Mission Street Wharf at 10 a.m. "Carry
ing the United States Mail" on the "Shortest and 
Quickest Route" via Nicaragua, to connect with 
the "new and splendid Steamship" GOLDEN 
RULE. At the same time, the PMSS GOLDEN 
CITY (Captain E.S. Farnsworth) left the Folsom 
Street Wharf, also at 10 a.m. 

The double sailing became noteworthy. The 
San Francisco Directory for the Year commencing 
December 1865 listed in its "Chronological His
tory," drawn from the Alta California: 

March 10, 1865: "The following rates of fare 
on the outgoing steamers are lower than 
have been charged for years. 

P.M.S. Co.: First Cabin, outside stateroom 
$150; First Cabin, facing dining saloon 
$115; Second Cabin $70; Steerage $40. 

Opposition: First cabin $11 0; Second Cabin 
$65; Steerage $35." The Alta added, 
"Cheap enough." 

March 13, 1865: "The GOLDEN CITY and 
the AMERICA [794 people] left with an un
usually large number of passengers, owing 
to the low rates of fare." 

· The departure of the GOLD EN CITY on March 
13, 1865, marked another event in the closing Civil 
War. Since January 1863, the threat of Confeder
ate commerce raiders sent most California gold 
from Aspinwall to England, and back to New York 
on British ships. "Change in the Gold Drift," the 
Alta observed on March 14. "The bulk of 
yesterday's shipments, amounting to over eight 
hundred thousand dollars [$812,000 of$1,149,000 

26 

March 2002 

or 70 percent]," the paper remarked, "was sent to 
New York, instead of England." 

San Francisco, March 13, 1865 
Dear wife: 

I suppose you are wore out of Patience expect
ing a letter before this. I thought I would be able 
to write a little sooner, but I suppose it is all right. 
I will first inform you that I am well and in good 
spirits, hoping this will find you and all Friends 
the same. Enclosed you will find a check on Wells, 
Fargo & Co. for one hundred dollars, in Gold. 
When you receive the later, take the check to Wells 
Fargo & Co's office and they will Pay you in United 
States Gold coin. This they have agreed with me 
to do, so be sure and do not take bills from them. 
When you get the gold, you can have it discounted 
[to $185 currency when Kelly wrote] where you 
please. 

Now, about your Passage. When you received 
your money, go to the offices of both the old line 
[Vanderbilt and Pacific Mail] and the Opposition 
line [Central America Transit Company] if there's 
any opposition at the time. If you can get your 
Passage near as cheap on the old line, come on it, 
for it is the best. In case there would be no oppo
sition at the time, it will pay to wait for a few weeks, 
if you can find for a certainty that one will run 
then, for it will make the old line come down with 
the rate of Passage. [The Opposition GOLDEN 
RULE sailed from New York on March 21, April 
22, and May 22, 1865. 

They [both steamship companies] have a Boat 
leaving here to day. They carry for fifty Dollars in 
Both lines, in the steerage, but when there is no 
opposition, the Passage is one Hundred and Twenty 
Eight Dollars. But if you cannot be certain that a 
boat will leave, make no delay, but come. In ei
ther case, be sure and come the old line, and if you 
have any Money left after your Passage, be sure 
and bring either Gold or Silver for Bills are not 
Worth one cent here. It would be well to bring one 
or two Dollars in ten cent Pieces. They are very 
Handy for change. 

You will be sure and bring a Blanket sheet or 
Comforter, and you will have to buy a ~traw Mat
tress in New York, for they will not give you any 
on the Boat. You will be sure on your arrival in 
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New York not to give your Baggage check to any 
one until you're ready to go to the steamer with it 
your self. You will Pack the things you will not 
want to use in your trunk and take the things you 
will want on the Steamer in your carpet Bag, for 
they will take your trunk and keep it for some days 
before you can get at it, and be sure and keep your 
ticket safe as soon as you engage your Passage 
ticket. Write the same day overland [expecting 
this mail would beat the ship] and let me know 
what steamer you are coming on, and when you 
arrive in San Francisco stop in the Boat until I will 
meet you, for you might get in in the Night. Be 
sure and do as I write. 

It will be well for you to take some good 
Brandy, for you might be sick and you could not 
get it aboard. Be sure and have a sharp look for 
your things aboard, for they will steal everything 
they can get their Hands on. Do not fail, but Write 
as soon as you get your ticket and let me know 
how your funds are. 

I will Bid you goodbye. Hoping with the Bless
ing of God you will have a Pleasant Passage. 
Rosanna and Husband join me in Love to you. 
Please give my love to Mary. 

I am your affectionate Husband, 
M. Kelly 

You will be careful and not eat much Fruit at 
Aspinwall, or sleep on deck at night, for Panama 
[Yellow] 'fever is very easy to take [as mosquitos 
spread it]. 

Please give my Respects to Patrick Cullen and 
family, Mrs. Broderick and family, Mat Cruse and 
Michael Dun and family, Dan Mahoney, John 
Lidon and family, also Mary Mandeville, and let 
me know how she is getting on. Let me know what 
regiment Michael and Patrick is in; also how Anna 
and family are getting on. 

Michael Kelly" 

The Sixties Start 
Moving to the 1860s, a publicist for the Panama 

Railroad claimed this first transcontinental railroad 
carried: 

1855-1860 
1861-1867 

TREASURE 
$300 million 
$450 million 

MAILBAGS 
100,000 
300,000 
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More to my purpose, five passenger accounts 
of shipboard life from 1860 to 1865 help recall 
that vanished sea borne era when about 17,000 
people per year arrived in California via Panama, 
and 10,000 annually left. Most travele!S com
plained of the tedium of the voyage. My first is a 
diary. In 1860 Nathan S. Brittan left his family to 
strike it rich in California. He wrote: 
"Thursday, February 16, 1860: I started for Cali
fornia. I went from Richfield [a town of 1 ,500], 
Summit Co., Ohio to Hudson by mail wagon. I 
then got on the rail to Cleveland. Fare 80 cents. I 
put up at the City Hotel. My bill there was with 
omnibus fare, $1.25. I bought a pair of blankets 
for $3, also one memorandum. Gave 25 cents [and 
hence this diary came into being]. I paid 18 cents 
at the Bank of Commerce [to convert paper money] 
for gold. 
Friday, February 17: Bought a ticket to New York 
by the New York & Erie R.R. and gave $14 for it. 
I rode all night on the cars and got to New York 
about 2 o'clock on Saturday February 18th. I paid 
out on the road 6 cents for cakes and 5 cents for a 
newspaper. I put up at French's Hotel, got supper, 
gave 18 cents. I went down to the office of the 
California Steamship Company at 177 West Street, 
comer of Warren, and paid $90 for passage to Cali
fornia in the Second Cabin, [which, like first class 
cabins, opened on the dining saloon that ran two
thirds the length of the ship, but slept 12 instead of 
3, and were further aft.] 
Saturday, February 18: I would like to see my 
wife and child to night. I have now left but $4.99 
in my pocket. 
Sunday, February 19: I expect to start tomorrow 
with the NORTH STAR [Captain A. G. Jones]. 

[Here poor Brittan fell into the clutches of 
Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt (May 27, 1894 
-January 4, 1877), who never met a penny he did 
not like, and therefore was loath to part with any 
of his monetary friends. Brittan's passage to Cali
fornia -- the NORTH STAR, measured 263 by 39 
feet, length and beam, 1,800 tons, and had 33-foot 
paddle wheels spinning 15 times per minute to pro
duce 11 knots. This two-stacker, built in 1853 as 
the Commodore's large yacht, became the first ship 
with a walking beam engine to cross the Atlantic, 
and entered that trade. Due to Vanderbilt's insis-
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tence, walking beam engines became standard by 
the 1860s. In March, 1859, the parsimonious Com
modore gained mail cotracts to California, and the 
NORTH STAR ran to Aspinwall. When the Atlan
tic and Pacific Steamship Company's steamer 
grounded on October 25, 1859, in the Caribbean, 
the public learned how far the NORTH STAR had 
declined from a yacht. 

Only the work of 200 U.S. Navy peronnel 
among 900 aboard refloated the ship, as the steamer 
had but a tiny crew. It carried no spare sails, haw
sers, ropes, or blocks, and those in use were worn 
out, while the lifeboats leaked badly, and were 
mostly without masts, sails, rudders, and thole pins 
to set the oars. The Navy commander declared, 
"Mr. Vanderbilt should be prosecuted for endan
gering the lives of passengers and the safety of the 
mails under his charge." Of course, he was not, 
nor did the Commodore change his ways. As the 
Alta California had once remarked, "Vanderbilt is 
slippery, very much like an Irishman's flea." Soon 
he wormed into the Pacific Mail Steam Ship Com
pany.] 
Monday, February 20: I wrote a letter to my wife 
and one to my father. I gave for postage 6 cents. I 
went on board at noon and we put out to sea at 2 
lfl o'clock. Weather cold but pleasant. 
Tuesday, February 21: I was sea sick some last 
night, but slept tolerably well, often vomiting. I 
was sea sick all day, but went to meals regularly. 
Weather very pleasant all day. It looks some like a 
storm this evening. 
Friday, February 24: Last Tuesday night, Wednes
day and Wednesday night was windy and rough. 
Since then, the weather has been fine and warm. I 
have been sick all the time and am sick now. Rough, 
not as bad. 
Saturday, February 25: We came in sight of 
Guanahani [San Salvador or Watling's] Island to
day about noon. It is the first land discovered by 
Columbus. The weather is very beautiful. I got 
some Indian meal gruel to day and felt much better. 
Sunday, February 26: The weather is very pleas
ant, but the Caribbean Sea is very rough. [Going 
through the Windward Passage off Cuba,] we passed 
in sight of the island of St.Domingo and a small 
guano island [Tortuga or Turtle Island]. We spoke 
[to] the schooner CENTRAL AMERICA of Boston 
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bound to Aspinwall. I am tolerable well to day, 
but do not get over being dizzy headed yet. 
Monday, February 27: The weather is very warm 
and pleasant, but the sea is very rough. The wind 
is from the South East. We have not seen a single 
sail to day. I took a little physic this morning. I 
have nearly got over the sea sickness. 
Thesday, February 28: I wrote a letter to day to 
my wife. The sea is very rough. I am not well to 
day, owing, I suppose, to the rolling of the ship. I 
can hardly bear to eat anything. In fact, there is 
nothing on board fit to eat. We get in to Aspinwall 
about 11 112 o'clock P.M. The weather rainy and 
disagreeable. [On February 2, 1852, the Panama 
Railroad Company named its deep-water port af
ter founder William H. Aspinwall, who was also 
president of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company.] 
Wednesday, February 29, 1860: We left 
Aspinwall this morning at 5 1/2 o'clock and was 2 
1/4 hours crossing the Isthmus [along with 320 mail 
bags and 900 express packages]. I got on to a 
lighter and was towed out about 4 or 5 miles to the 
Steamer ORIZABA. [Vanderbilt's ORIZABA, 246 
feet long and 1 ,300 tons, became an old coastal 
workhorse, going into service in 1854 and surviv
ing until 1886.] Got on board about 10 o'clock. 
The weather is beautiful like the Indian summer, 
very warm. Panama Bay is very fine. The islands 
make a beautiful prospect. There are four United 
States men of war lying here, besides several other 
vessels. 
Thursday, March 1: The steamer left Panama 
Bay about 3 1/2 o'clock this morning. The ship 
sailed all day in sight of land. The weather is very 
beautiful & very warm. The sea is smooth and 
there is no rolling of the ship. I am getting quite 
an appetite and feel a great deal better. I slept in 
my berth last night and it was insufferably warm. 
I have spent on the boats about 45 cents for Apples 
and oranges. About ninety New Orleans passen
gers [and mails from the DANIEL WEBSTER] 
came on board last night [delaying the ORIZABA 
36 hours], which makes in all about 640 passen
gers on board. 
Friday, March 2: To day is very warm, calm and 
smooth. In sight of shore all day. I sl~pt on the 
Hurricane deck [which ran the length of the ship] 
last night it was so warm. 
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Saturday, March 3: To day was more cool and 
comfortable than yesterday. The sea is not so 
smooth as it has been. I saw three whales. We 
were in sight of shore all day. 
Sunday, March 4: The weather was rough all last 
night and today, which made me a little sickish. 
We saw 2 or 3 whales to day. The ship was out of 
sight of land all day. I took some whyne to night. 
Monday, March 5: It is very warm, no wind, but 
a head swell which makes it very disagreeable. We 
sighted a few mountain peaks this forenoon. 
Tuesday, March 6: Somewhat rough this morn
ing, but smoother towards night. We sailed all day 
in sight of land. Saw some quite bright mountains. 
Quite airy and cool. The captain [J.H. Blethen] 
says that we shall get to Acapulco tomorrow. A 
good many fires were visible on the mountains. 
This evening I got acquainted with Henry Thomp
son of Northfield, Summit Co., Ohio. He is in the 
Steerage. 
Wednesday, March 7: We were in sight of land 
all day. Weather very warm. We got into [the coal
ing and supply station of] Acapuico this evening 
about 10 o'clock. Thompson got meals at the Sec
ond cabin table to day while I sat at the second 
table. [Coffee served at 6 a.m. For meals, the Sec
ond Cabin had the same menu as the First, but ate 
an hour later: breakfast, 9-10 a.m.; dinner 2-3 p.m.; 
and supper 7-8 p.m.] 
Thursday, March 8: We left Acapulco about 2 1/ 
2 o'clock this morning. Very warm and sea calm. 
In sight of land all day. Thompson got meals as 
before, but can't do so no more. I paid out 5 cents 
for oranges. 
Friday, March 9: Very warm and sea smooth. 
We saw the first sail to day on the voyage. We 
sailed past the [3,000 foot high] Cape of Corrientes 
this evening at 7 o'clock and are now in the Gulf 
of California. 
Saturday, March 10: We were all day in the gulf, 
which was quite smooth. The weather is getting 
cooler. 
Sunday, March 11: We got in sight of Cape St. 
Lucas this morning about 4 o'clock. Weather cool 
and sea fine. In sight of land all day. 
Monday, March 12: Quite cool. In sight of land 
all day. I slept in my berth last night it was so 
cold. I had to put on my overcoat this evening. 
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Tuesday, March 13: Colder, but pleasant. I wore 
my overcoat all day. Sea considerable rough. Out 
of sight of land. 
Wednesday, March 14: The wind was high and 
the sea was high all night. It calmed down by noon 
today. Several cases of the measles in,the steerage 
[which could prove fatal]. 
Thursday, March 15: Rough weather last night 
and to day was quite cold. We came in sight of 
Point Conception light about 4 o'clock this morn
ing. We have 237 miles to run yet. 
Friday, March 16, 1860: We got into San Fran
cisco at 4 1/2 o ' clock this morning. [The Alta 
California reported the arrival of the Atlantic & 
Pacific Mail Company's steamer, remarking, "No 
Later News," and noting the ORIZABA "experi
enced strong head winds since leaving Acapulco."] 
Thompson and I put up at the Franklin House. 
When I arrived, I had just $2 in my pocket.. I spent 
$1 for meals and borrowed $4 of Thompson. I 
gave $4 fare on the steamboat to Sacramento and 
started at 4 o'clock." 

So we leave Brittan after an average 25-day 
voyage - 7 1(2 days on the NORTH STAR, a day 
and a half on the Isthmus, and 15 days north on . 
the ORIZABA. 

WARTIME 
Next up is a letter from merchant William H. 

Hardy, to SamuelS. Kennedy, his partner in a gen
eral store at Forest Hill, Placer County. It did not 
come with a cover. 

Hardy left San Francisco on the GOLDEN 
GATE, a 2, 100-ton ship that William H. Webb built 
in 1851 to be the "queen steamer of the Pacific." 
The original design of this flagship of the Pacific 
Mail, 269 feet long, 40 feet wide, with two oscil
lating engines that turned 31-foot paddle wheels, 
influenced Atlantic liners. The GOLDEN GATE, 
equipped to carry 800 passengers, arrived in San 
Francisco on November 19, 1851, and set a record 
of 11 days and 4.5 hours (including stops) for 3,250 
nautical miles on the Panama run. Usuany, though, 
the company curtailed speed to ten knots to con
serve coal and use only 45 tons daily. On July 27, 
1862, the ship burned of Manzanillo, Mexico, kill
ing 175. Stagecoach king Ben Holladay was 
among the saved. One can imagine the chaos and 
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Wells Fargo preferred the sea. If the smudged New York handstamp reads uMarch 27, 1862," then 

the ST. LOUIS carried this red Atlantic frank from San Francisco on March 1. 

lackluster stagecoaching east of Salt Lake City if arrived in San Francisco on December 26, 1861. 
Holladay had not lived. As Kennedy docketed the letter, "January 18, 

Papers advertised that Captain Robert H. 1862," either flooding delayed delivery, or it ar
Pearson would "leave Folsom Street Wharf on rived at the Bay City on the GOWEN GATE's re
Wednesday, December 11, at 9 o'clockA.M. punc- turn voyage on January 15, 1862.] 
tually." We left San Francisco on the 11th at 10 A.M., 

Well, almost. A brief log of the GOLDEN a fine pleasant day. Since then nothing has hap-
GATE read: pened. It has been fine weather all the time, no 

December 11, 1861: lOA.M., left San Francisco. wind, the sea as smooth as the Bay of San Fran-
December 13: Noon, passed SONORA cisco. Nothing for excitement, but now and then a 
December 18: 8 P.M., passed UNCLE SAM Whale, or Dolphin, or some small Fish or Bird. 
December 19

= 
5 A.M., arrived Acapulco; 8:45 A.M. Not the first man or woman aboard that I ever saw 

sailed. 
December 23: 6 A.M., passed ST. LOUIS 
December 25: 4:30A.M., arrived Panama 
January 1, 1862: 5 A.M., sailed from Panama 
January 7, 1862: 7:30A.M., arrived Acapulco; 10:40 

A.M. sailed. 
January 15, 1862L 9 A,M., arrived San Francisco, 14 

days, 4 hours from Panama 

On Board Steamer GOLDEN GATE, 
Dec. 18th, 1861 

Samuel S. Kennedy, Forest Hill 

Sir: 
Being assured that we will meet the steamer 

bound to San Francisco to morrow, I write to let 
you know how I am getting along. [At 8:30p.m., 
December 18, the UNCLE SAM passed the 
GOLDEN GATE 80 miles west of Acapulco and 

30 

before, but as there is several old skippers from 
Whale vessels aboard going home, they are quite 
easy to get acquainted with. They help to pass 
away time. Probably we will touch at Acapulco to 
morrow. Here I will probably go .ashore. The 
weather is very warm, quite as warm as I ever see 
it in time at Forest Hill and I assure you it is diffi
cult to kill time. The days seem long and the eve
nings seem longer. I walk the decks until I am 
tired and sit down until I am tired. 

There is but few cabin passengers, most of them 
Officers of the army. We also have about three 
hundred soldiers [from the 4th and 6th Infantry and 
1st Cavalry, along with politicians General James 
Shields and Joseph C. McKibben]. Were it not for 
these we certainly would be lost, and last but not 
least, we have a fine brass band (Uncle Sam's blow-
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"I Don't Want to Be Drowned" was the lament when the two-stacker GOWEN GATE, pride of the 
Pacific Mail, caught fire about 4:45p.m. July 27, 1862, three and one-half miles of Manzanillo. Al
though Captain William H. Hudson quickly beached the ship, powered by two oscillating engines, the 
tragedy claimed two hundred lives. 

ers, as we call them) aboard. They play about one 
fourth of the time the night. The Officers and sol
diers take their wives on deck and have a fine 
dance. This helps to kill time, but outsiders have 
but little share. 

The Captain and Officers of the ship seem to 
be afraid of Privateers, for every sail they see they 
shrink as a Man would a grizzly Bear and all hands 
with Passengers are on the lookout for sail. Last 
night I heard the order to Port helm and heard the 
Mate call the Captain. I went on deck to see what 
was up and we were close on two Vessels, their 
sheets all furled and it looked rather squally, more 
especially as the Captain seemed rather excited. 
Here we were within one mile, but said the Cap
tain, Let's see who they are, so our course was al
tered a little and soon we found we were within a 
fourth of a mile from them. It proved to be two 
whalers. They had a whale long side their vessel, 
and by the smoke from one of the chimenys, they 
were trying out Oil. This probably deceived our 
Captain, as [he] first thought it to be a steamer. 
The mate afterward told me that had it proved to 
have been a privateer, they would have been the 

smart way of getting rid of there [having $900,000 
in treasure aboard.] 

On the 16th inst., as we passed Cape St. Lucas, 
we found a full-rigged clipper close in shore with 
all sail set. We at once steered several points to 

Through the decade of the 1860s, Captain William H. Hudson 
captained a half-dozen Pacific Mail steamers-- the PANAMA, 
CORTES, SONORA, ST. LOUIS, and CONSTITUTION. In 
1862, Hudson commanded the ill-fated GOWEN GATE and 
was virtually the last off the doomed ship. He hung from a 
rope from the bowsprit until it burned through, sending him 
tumbling through the surf to shore. 
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On April21, 1862, Henry P. Burr, Captain of the lumber bark ARCHITECT, perhaps due to his occupa
tion, trusted the OR!ZABA more than a stagecoach when he sent this 2,400-word letter to his non
writing brother in Connecticut. At "9 o'clock a.m. punctually," on Monday, April 21, Captain E.S. 
Farnsworth nosed the ORIZABA away from the Folsom Street whaif. 

nearer, then there was some little excitement among 
the passengers at first, but soon as we see the stars 
and stripes run up, we in turn answered. We 
changed our course again, which brought us nearer 
to them. The ship turned out to be a Clipper mer
chantman bound down the Coast, but the Captain 
said that he did not know what in hell they were 
doing there. He never had seen a ship of that size 
there before. 

I forgot to state that I am well except I have 
not got over a bad cold, that I caught at Sacramento, 
as I had to wade some and got my feet wet, after 
writing the letter I sent from there. [The Ameri
can River levees broke on Sunday, December 8; 
while receding waters made streets passable on 
December 10, the state capital had no communi
cation with a broad band of counties stretching 
from Sierra to Amador.] I sent two letters to you, 
one from Sac and one from S.F., both containing 
Receipts and statements. 

I wish that you would write about the first of 
January and send by mail; also send me by ex
press by steamer. Send the weekly [Sacramento] 
Unions, if you can get them, so that I can learn 
how bad the flood was. Ink is scarce, so I am com
pelled to use the Pencil. 
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Yours truly, 
Wll..LIAM H. HARDY 

I will write again at Panama; also when I get to N.Y. 
In 1863, Hardy became an Arizona pioneer, es

tablishing the obviously named Hardyville at the 
head of navigation on the Colorado River, where he 
had a general store, ferry, and toll road leading to
ward the territorial capital at Prescott. Naturally, 
Captain Hardy served as postmaster and express 
agent. 

The following 1863 steamer letter popped up at 
the 20th annual Rare Event in Sacramento on Janu
ary 5, 2002. Noyes S. Palmer, the San Francisco 
agent for the Charter Oak Life Insurance Company, 
described his long trip of 16 days, 11 hours up the 
Pacific Coast. This followed a ten day trip on the 
OCEAN QUEEN, which sailed Friday, May 23, 
1863, making 29 days total. The OCEAN QUEEN 
was a 2,800-ton, 327 -foot Vanderbilt steamer built 
in 1859, with a 42-foot beam and 38-foot 
paddlewheels. 

"San Francisco, June 20, 1863 
Dear Father: 

I wrote you just before I arrived at the Isthmus 
& sent the letter by the OCEAN QUEEN on her re
turn toN. York. I presume you have received the 
letter before this. I arrived in this city yesterday at 
about 1 O'clock P.M. & was right glad I assure you 
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to find myself on land once more. The trip has 
been entirely free from storms. The wind was quite 
fresh on the Atlantic side in crossing the Carib
bean Sea and again on the Pacific side in crossing 
the Gulf of Tehuantepec. We also had a good 
breeze during the last 3 days on the Pacific, but no 
storm. This is certainly the most favorable season 
of the year for making a trip to California. 

On Monday night of June 1st, a little before 
midnight, we made the light at Aspinwall (previ
ous to this, however, had been in sight of land for 
several hours). From midnight until daylight we 
laid off & on waiting for day. Early in the morn
ing we landed at Aspinwall, a small dilapidated 
down which has recently suffered severely from 
fire. Many of the children here go entirely naked 
& some of the men wear no shirts, but only a pair 
of pantaloons & a hat. A gentleman who has 
crossed here several times & been delayed on two 
occasions several weeks, tells me that when he first 
visited the Isthmus all the children of both sexes 
& many of the men were seen entirely destitute of 
clothing of any kind, but coming in contact with 
civilized people of late years has remedied this & 
now no adults are seen without clothing of some 
kind. 

We took breakfast in Aspinwall at the City Ho
tel & were required to pay $1.00 in gold or silver 
or $2.00 in Greenbacks. The rainy season was just 
commencing. There were frequent showers in 
which the rain fell for a few minutes in torrents & 
then the sun would show itself & make it exces
sively hot. Fresh Oranges, Pineapples, Cocoanuts 
& Limes in abundance. 

At 9 o'clock in the morning we left Aspinwall 
& crossed the Isthmus (47 miles) in about 4 hours 
& immediately were taken by a little steamer on 
board the ORIZABA [Capt. E.T. Farnsworth], which 
was to carry us to San Francisco. Our baggage, 
together with the 'fast freight' was brought on af
terwards in another train ["slow freight" waited 10 
to 15 days for the next steamer], & we did not get 
started until about 1 O'clock at night [on June 3]. 
Our trip across the Isthmus on the Cars was very 
pleasant, the motion of the cars producing a little 
breeze. There were 3 or 4 little villages on the line 
of the Rail Road, in each of which there was one 
good house & the other buildings were miserable 
little huts of the half civilized natives. 
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Almost every night since we left Panama, the 
bright phosphorescent light has been seen sparkling 
in the Ship's wake. I have been surprised that so 
few vess~ls have been seen. We have passed 2 
steamers [one was the ST. LOUIS bound for 
Panama at 5 p.m. on June 10) & Ib~lieve one sail
ing vessel, tho' I did not see it. We have run close 
to the Coast, been in sight of land almost every 
day. An Episcopal clergyman was on board & we 
have had religious services every Sunday. 

On the 1Oth of June at about 4 A.M. we ar
rived at Acapulco, Mexico, where we stopped & 
left some freight, coaled & took on a fresh supply 
of provisions. The harbor there is the most com
plete I ever saw. The water is both close in shore 
& it is surrounded on every side by high land; the 
entrance being narrow and winding. Found here a 
Capt. Nimes of Groton Bank [opposite New Lon
don), Ct. with his ship, having brought around Cape 
Horn a load of coal for the Steamers. I went ashore 
at about 9 1/2 O'clock & remained until 2 P.M. 
Acapulco contains about 5000 inhabitants. Houses 
are better, people are better clothed & look more 
intelligent than on the Isthmus. 

At about 3 O'clock P.M. we again started for 
San Francisco & did not again stop until our ar
rival at this place. Our [First Cabin] hours for meals 
on the Pacific have been: Breakfast at 8 1/4; Lunch 
at 12 & Dinner at 4 1/2. I have had a cup of coffee 
& a few crackers brot to my room every morning 
at 6 1/2 O'clock, but it did not relish very well & 
before I arrived here, I had got so that none of the 
victuals tasted good to me. I have been taking solid 
comfort since I have come ashore; have a com
fortable room, with a good bed & food that I can 
relish. This Hotel, the Occidental, is one of the 
best in the United States. It is kept by Mr. [Lewis] 
Leland, formerly of the Metropolitan N. York, is a 
new house [opened in mid-November 1862 at the 
southeast comer of Montgomery and Bush] with 
all the modern improvements &c. 

Have seen quite a number of Whales, Sea 
Turtles &c. During the last few days .of our voy
age. After leaving the Isthmus, for several nights I 
spread my overcoat on the deck & slept in the open 
air with no covering on me except what I wore 
during the day. It was too hot to sleep in the close, 
little State room allotted me. I took no cold & 
when I return, ifl go by Steamer, I shall make some 
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Rebel pirates, such as the ALABAMA under the sanctimonious Raphael Semmes, put the fear of God into shippers, 
especially after capturing the mail steamer ARIEL bound for Aspinwall on December 7, 1862. From January 1863 to 
January 1865, most of the California treasure left Aspinwall with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company to London, 
and returned to New York on the Cunard liners, under British flag all the way . . Wells Fargo offered customers a choice 
of rates for treasure. The cheapest, at 2 percent, was "take your ~hances and sue the Rebs;" Wells Fargo insurance 
plus war risk was 5 percent. On February 12, 1864, Wells Fargo New York Department clerk Emile H. Jacquelin 
signed this receipt for hardware merchant Henry W. Corbett, a good customer from Portland, Oregon, charging him 
only 1.785 percent. The CONSTITUTION, under Captain James T. Watkins , departed the next morning at 9 a.m. 

special provisions in the way of a large mat to lie commodations on the OCEAN QUEEN were su
on & some light covering for open air sleeping. perior to those of the other vessels on the Atlantic 

I will write Henry in a few days. In the mean- side. The QUEEN was escorted among the West 
time, please forward this to him after you have read Indian Islands, and for 100 miles beyond, by a 
it (for which purpose I enclose a postage stamp). I Federal war steamer." When the Rebel pirate ALA
am anxious to know how he succeeds in Life In- BAMA captured the Isthmus-bound ARIEL on De
surance. Hope he may be successful. My love to cember 7, 1862, Federal officials became very ner
Aunt Dolly, Frank & the rest of the family & be- vous about California gold heading in the other 
lieve me ever Your affectionate son, direction. 

N.S. PALMER On March 4, 1864, Portland hardware merchant 
Direct answer to San Francisco, California." Henry W. Corbett wrote from San Francisco to his 

The Alta California, on June 21, claimed pas
sengers had a lark: "A PLEASANT VOYAGE -
Passengers who arrived on the steamer ORIZABA 
speak in 'glowing' terms of the voyage from New 
York, which proved to be uninteruptedly pleasant 
so far as the weather was concerned; and the ac-
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New York agent: 
"I forwarded, as I wrote to you on the 2nd, per 

Wells, Fargo & Co., $3,000 in gold Coin which I 
hope will reach you safely. I also forwarded you 
notes for delivery in a letter per Wells, Fargo & 
Co., which I was obliged to entrust to a Policeman 
to deliver to the Express Messenger, as they would 
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The 343foot GOLDEN CITY, with her massive walking beam engine that produced 1,800 horsepower, marked the height of 
wooden sidewheel ship design. Entering service in 1863, the GOLDEN CITY, shown here leaving San Francisco harbor 
with her name on the foremast flag, steamed at an economical10.5/mots. 

Pacific Mail Ste·arriship Co . .. ·:· 

~~w ~®~~r:~~·~~~~a~~~a':": 
: ' ~ H 0 ' ' :· ..... ~ -:;· :·~·~:·~~-~ .. ~.:· ' ·., :-. 

• '-rh~· New A.n4. Stea'ID.eb..lp ' 

·... B. :s:. Comman~; , . ; : • 

will "be clispatched.:rc>r Pa:D.a.m.a;;·· 
w·EDNESDAY; ·iPRIL 1s-;:-_'18G4," · ..... 

.At 0 . o•~lo~k, .A.M. ·.· . ::·/:r· 
Conn~cting. vi~.·Pn~QDl~ ~ail~o.n.d .. nt '.iSp~:;~ii, .'-

"WXTH 'X'~ BWXli"X' ·e~. · .. ·:~ .. .' ... 

OCE.4)l.:.QVEE!f .. 
. . FOR :.:....-n-4 YOR--"""'-· ··~ .. -r . J.'r~w·.. K. _ .. ·~· ...... ~~ -?:~ ... 

- ;;• .. . ...... ~ .. - .... ... . 

:RATES -;<;>1!! PASSAGE: .. :,. 
. First cabin; outde Room&,.:!·:'·:· ; .:-:::·.:~.":.:$239 oo · 

Do. · Inside· do. . ..... ·: .... . , ..... elsa oo 
Second Cabili., ........ : .: ...• T::· · ·· l,~ ·."·::•;::.~l07 00 

. Steerage, .... . .... .... ·. . . . . . . .••... :: .. . ~· -'< ;, : $60 00 

For further ~rticQlm, illqalre d.,Jbe office-of the Pa.cl6.o Mail · 
· Steamship Company,.coroer Sac!ll'inento imd LeideSdorfSta. · 

orow::s• & .:a&e:~oa, PrlD.~ •· -: • 

.. 

. Special· Reduced Rates! 
Jlr" !'Oll '.l'HI8 '1'1UP O:RL Y • ..Q 

~~ll.OM NEW YORK, N:;o~ 
THE P. M. S. S. CO.'S STEAMSHIP, 

o u...t,; a}.;.; u u .r_; b.)~· 
oo~o •T l'AXAlllA wn:u nne 

nn ; ,IY;a w: ,-~ r't'V 

Through Passage Rates, 
Frona Ne'W' York t:o San Fraacleoo, 

c:mcum.mo !'.AlU.lu. a. JL> 
First.Oabill, (outside room,} • $800 

" (inside room,) • • 250 
Seoond Cabin, • • • • • • - 15 0 
Steerage, • • - • • • • • • 7 5 . 
Children between 6 a:o.d 12 years 1·2 fare 
Children from ll to 6 years, • • l-4.fare· 
Children under ll years - - •- Free 

u. a. Solcll<ro I>&YIDJ llooon.ble dloclwg ...... UUD ... . 

~halt llae Nplar I'UCI; t*)O, ttQO, &Bd tlOO. 

APPLY FOR TICKETS, with Berths and 
State-rooms, to 

C. L. BARTLETT & CO. _ .. ._ .. ___ 
16 BROAD ST~ BOSTON • 

rona.) 

AnApril1864 California advertisement for the GOWEN CITY and OCEAN QUEEN appeared when Vanderbilt owned the 
latter steamer. When the Boston handbill emerged in October 1866, two and a half years later, the OCEAN QUEEN was 
making her second trip as a Pacific Mail walking beam sidewheeler. Although steamship companies raised prices and 
gouged passengers at whim, this 1866 advertisement may offer an actual reduction in fares in spite of the figures presented. 
After all, the Golden State remained on the gold standard, while Bostonians calculated prices in currency. On April], 
1864, greenbackfares would have been $390,$310,$175, and $100. The 1864 ad is courtesy California State Library. 
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As postage was free, Naval Officer Noah Brooks, wartime Washington correspondent of the mighty Sac
ramento I1.n.if2n and confidant of President Abraham Lincoln, had a choice of routes. He chose "Via 
Panama." On December 9, 1865, on board the steamer COWRADO, Captain James T. Watkins com
manding, Brooks informed the Clerk of the House of Representatives Edward McPherson (whose compi
lation of public documents, Political History of the Great Rebellion (1864) and The Period QfRecon
struction ( 1871) are still used), of the latest gossip on California politics. This letter came from the 
collection of long-time Western Cover Society bulwark Everett Erie. 

not let any one go on board the Steamer [GOWEN 
CITY] on the morning she sailed [March 3, 1864] 
except passengers, they fearing there was some 
concerted plan to take this Steamer by certain par
ties, she having a large amount of Treasure on 
board, over two million it is said." Furthermore, 
twenty soldiers from the Provost Guard guarded 
the ship to and from Panama, while a newly
mounted, rifled, one-hundred pounder Parrott can
non frowned from the foredeck. 

THE LATER SEDATER SIXTIES 
In 1864, Mary Ellen Brunt, with her mother 

and two sisters journeyed west to join her father, a 
tavern keeper in the mountains of Plumas County. 
She wrote from Grizzley Valley, June 13, 1865 to 
her "Dear Friend Sarah" in Nobleboro, Maine, 
noting, "You will probably want to know some
thing about our journey, so I will tell you." The 
eligible and flirtatious school 'marm sailed on a 
pair of steamers whose names appear frequently, 
the OCEAN QUEEN and GOLDEN CITY. 

The OCEAN QUEEN was a 2,800-ton, 327 foot 
Vanderbilt steamer built in 1859, with a 42-foot 
beam and 38-foot paddle wheels. The GOLDEN 
CITY at 3,600 tons, was 343 feet long, with a 45-
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foot beam and 40-foot diameter paddle wheels that 
revolved ten times per minute. In the midst of the 
Civil War, William H. Webb laid the keel on June 
23, 1862, launched the ship on January 24, 1863, 
and completed the GOLDEN CITY on August 7, 
1863. Placing boilers forward of the engine led to 
one squat smokestack, instead of two, as on the 
GOLDEN GATE. The GOLDEN CITY represented 
the finest wooden sidewheelers ever built, and was 
the prototype for all such later Pacific Mail steam
ers. Beginning service on November 3, 1863, the 
GOLDEN CITY became the most economical ship 
of the fleet; at 10.5 knots, the ship burned 39 tons 
of coal a day; at 9 knots, 24 tons. On February 22, 
1870, the GOLDEN CITY grounded off Point 
Lazaro, Baja California, in a dense fog and broke 
up. 

Miss Blunt continued: "We started from New 
York the 23rd of December [1864] on a boat called 
the OCEAN QUEEN for Aspinwall on that side. 
It was not so pleasant as on this side of the Isth
mus. I was sick the most of the time on the Atlan
tic, but when we got to Aspinwall, I felt nicely and 
was waited upon to the Beach and all around in 
good style by one of the passengers from there. 
We took the cars for Panama; then we took a small 
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An 1866 Pacific Mail Steamship Company stock certificate issued to Brown Brothers & Co., a banking house 
headquartered in Baltimore with large independent branches inN ew York and London. Brown Brothers & Co. 
dominated the steamship company after 1864. It carries stamps for six quarterly dividends, two totaling 10 per 
cent in 1866, and four for 12 percent in 1867, and a stock dividend of one new share for every three held. The 
ship shown, though, is an early Atlantic liner, painted gunports and all! Perhaps the American Bank Note 
Company wished to illustrate the HERMANN, built in 1848 -- the year of the Pacific Mail's founding and a 
steamer it eventually owned. President Alan McLane ( 1860-1871) of Baltimore easily forged an alliance with 
Wells Fargo through his brother Louis McLane, who ran the banking and express firm . 

. - - • . .;1~1 . 

Pacific Mail Steamship Company's Through Line to ~ew York. 
Oa?·rying· the United Slates Mail. 

L EAVE FOLSOl\I STREET. WHARF at 11 o'clock A. lit., of the following> ·dates, for 
PANAMA, connecting, viq. Panama Railroo.d, with one of the Qompany's splendid 

steo.me1·s f'rom ASPINW A:GL for: NEW YORK: , 
On t.h!~ lOth, l llth and 31Jth of .eo.oh m outh thnt hn.s thirty do.ys. On· tho lOth, 19th nncl 

30th of en,ch month that has thi.rty-pne days. Whcm the lOth, lQth nnd~Oth fall on Sundo.y, 
t hey willloave on Sat.urday pl'eceding ; when tho lOth falls on Sunday,,:they will . .,leiwe on 
1\Ionday following. ,.. . .. : · · 
~ten.mcr loo.vin~t San Francisco on tbe lOtll tonches o.t Manzanillo. All touch at Acapulco. 
Departttrcs of lOth or 19th conneota with French T1·ans-atlantic Co.'s· steamer for St. No.-

zairn, 1md I!inglisll att~amer fol' South . .Amcdcn,. · · . ·: 
Departnrt' ot' lOth connects with English steamer for Southampton, and P. It:. It. Com. 

puny's sten.mer for Central Ameficu.. . · . · · 
p epurture of tho 30th, connects wit~ . English steamer for Tnmaco, :the, pol't of the new 

mutes. ·' · J' 
'l'he following. atea.m~lrips will be dispatched. on dates as given belo'W;~.\ ·. · · · · 

April30th-GOI.~DEN AGE, Cn.pto.in E .. S. J!'o.rnsworth, connecting -witb.:!]A.RIZQNA) Co.pt. 
Jlril\u.ry. . ::. ~~~. . 

Cabin passengers berthed through. Baggage checke~ through.:.:!.lOO.~p:{>unds allowed to 
each adult. Au oxv.crierwcd Surgeon on board. Mecliome nnd uttc:mdap.ce :h·ee. r. · 

. These steamers w1ll positivoly sail at 11 o'clock. Paesengel'S are req1,1eij~ed to;htwe their 
ba~guge on bonrcll>ef'ore 10 o'clock. · 

.14,or Morclumuise ll'rcight, O.J?ply to Messrs. WELLS, FARGO & CO. ·: ., · 
For pnssngo nnd all other mforma.tion, apply n.t the Pn.oific Mail Steo.inship Company's 

Offi(:e. corn~1.· of Sn.cramento and Leidesdol'ff streets, San Francisco. ~~ ~it · · .. ·. . . 
ap21 1866 ,. . O~~_y-~~-~~D.t~l~GE, . .Agent .. _ 

A lengthy Pacific Mail advertisement taken from the San Francisco News-Letter 
details mail connections for Europe and South America. 
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boat to carry us to the large boat again called the 
GOLDEN CITY. I was there two weeks and we 
arrived in San Francisco [on January 15, 1865, 13 
days from Panama] and a better time I never had 
than I did on the boat on that side. I was not sick, 
only one day, and I made up for what I lost at the 
first. There was only 155 in the cabins, so we was 
not crowded and there was a Piano, so we had a 
very good time. There was one old Bach[ elor] that 
sang with us, but it was not [the poet John] Milton." 

From eBay, I recently purchased an 1865 let
ter from "Will" to Mrs. M.J. Tilden (care H.J. 
Tilden), Mokelumne Hill, Calaveras County. A 3-
cent stamp, since removed, coupled with a San 
Francisco handstamp "Purser Due T' made the 
mandatory 10-cent rate for all general non-treaty 
mail. Although the letter carried the date October 
30, the cover bore a San Francisco postmark of 
November 24, 1865. 

In the summer of 1865, due to a decline in busi
ness and the re-opening of the Opposition Nicara
gua route, the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
dropped running from tri-monthly to semi-monthly. 
Steamer agent Oliver Eldridge, later a Wells Fargo 
director from 1872 to 1901, advertised that Cap-
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tain George H. Bradbury of the GOLDEN CITY 
would leave "from Folsom Street Wharf at 11 
o 'clock A.M. Punctually," on October 18, 1865, 
and that "Cabin Passengers [were] Berthed 
Through." 

Dear Friends All: 

Steamer GOWEN CITY 
Monday Evening 
October 30th 1865 

Tomorrow morning we expect to arrive at 
Panama. I shall be busy then getting my things 
ready, so will write you this evening. I wrote you 
last just before our arrival at Acapulco. We ar
rived at that place at 9 A.M. and remained there 
until2 P.M. I with a great many others went ashore 
and rambled around the town for two or three hours. 
It is rather a forlorn looking place now, but the 
orange, lemon, and coconut groves, which sur
round it, are beautiful. The fort is dismantled, and 
in possession of the French. [On June 3, 1864, the 
French, with three frigates, landed 800 men and 
65 cavalrymen, and captured the town for their 
puppet Emperor Maximilian 1.] 

Bought a few bananas there which were nice. 
The oranges were not ripe. The natives had some 

Steamer mail to the Atlantic often arrived sooner than letters sent from Panama back to San Francisco. 
Through mail left San Francisco on the GOLDEN CITY on October 18, 1865, and arrived in New York 
City on the OCEAN QUEEN on November 10. This letter, written October 30, left Panama on the return 
voyage of the GOLDEN CITY on November 10, and arrived in San Francisco on November 24, 1865. 
The "Purser" as the designated mail agent applied a "Due 7" to match the basic ten-cent rate applied 
to all countries which did not have a specific treaty with the United States. This rate, in use from about 
1860, was half the Panama rate charged on my 1852 and 1857 covers. 
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AD VERTIS ING DEPAHTMENT . v 

Through Line from New York to Hong Kong, via 
Panama and San Francisco, and yice versa . 

. Steamers dispa.t.ched from New York 
.On the 1st, 11th and 2 1st of each month, making the trip to San Ii' rancisc.o 

in 22 days. 

Steamers dispatched from San Francisco for !"lmmmn. , 
0 11 the 9th, 18th and 30th of euch month, making tho trip to New York iu 22 Jays. 

:Steamers dispatched from San Francisco for Yolwhnnm 
(Japan) and Hong Kong (China) on the 4th of each month, connccl in~ at Yoko
hama with branch Steamers for Shanghae, and in returning leave H oul! !Cnng on 
the 19th nnd Sbaoghae on the 20th of each month. 

Time from San Francisco to Yokohama (or vice vers!\) 22 uny:;. 
" " " to Hong K ong " " 30 day~. 

'Connect 'vitb all the Steamship Lines to and from Europe, Central fmtl South 
AmeriCll, Oregon, British Columbia, Sandwich I slandd and the Enst louie~. ·· 

· steamers on tile AUanUc. 
ALASKA, 
RISING STAR, 
HENRY CHAUNCEY, 
ARIZONA, 
OQEAN QUEEN, 

Steamern on the Paclnc. 
GOLDEN CITY, 
CONSTITUTION, 
COLORADO, 
SACRAMENTO, 
MONTANA. 
GOLDEN AGE, 

steamers on the CIJina Route. ' 
GREAT REPUDI.IC., 
CHINA, 
JAPAl'IT, 
AMERIC.A, 

COSTA RICA, Brancb for Nh"W YORK, } 

OREGOl\TIAN, Sfilllgbae. 

&" The Company have spare Steamers at every important point, to r.t:t\'H in cn ... ;e 
of accide.tlt to the Ngular Steamers • 

.ALI,AN McLANE, Pl'es't, N~w Yo1-k. 
1~. R. BADY, Ag't, New Yol'k. 
WM. RA'l'JJBUN, Ag't, Aspinwall. 
D. M. CORWINE, Ag't, Paoamo.. 

OLIVER ELDRIDGE, Ag't, Snn lt'nuu:iHeo. 
IT. N. JlELLOWS . .Ag't, Acnpulo;o. 
GF.:O. E. LANE, .Ag't, Yokohnum. 
T. A. BARRIS, .Ag't, Jioug Ktln~. 

Gl~O. F. llOW.M.Ai'f, .Ag' L, Sh""f::loan. 

December, Wf.i9 

This San Francisco Directory advertisement from December 1869 promises a fixed 
time of travel, details the Pacific Mail's new China service, and lists its fleet and 
agents. Intriguingly, the steamer illustrated does not have a walking beam engine. 
The printers had chosen an illustration of the old JOHN L. STEPHENS, built in 
1852, and not the 1861 CONSTITUTION modeled after it. 
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of the finest specimens of shell-work that I ever 
saw; would have bot one or two pieces ifl had had 
any way to carry them home. We have been sail
ing along close in shore ever since we left Aca
pulco, and the scenery has been splendid. 

Have had services on board both Sundays, there 
being four or five clergymen among the passen
gers, including an Ethiopian "gemrnan" [gentle
man]. We met the CONSTITUTION bound up this 
morning, but as she was about 10 miles to star
board, we did not stop. A heavy shower of rain 
has just set in which will cool things off a little I 
think. It is awful hot down here and has been for 
several days. 

I am getting along first rate. Four of us bought 
some ice tickets [at 7 cents a pound] and have ice 
water for dinner and supper. I can't drink their tea· 
and coffee. We have plenty of sugar, but milk only 
a per cent of the time. I bribed my waiter shortly 
after we left San Francisco, so I get a great many 
accommodations and extras at the table. I have 
eaten that can of peaches, which were very fine. I 
relish the jelly and the blackberry wine -- wish I 
had a gallon of the latter. I have not opened my 
trunk yet, and shan't until we get on the other side. 
Our baggage was weighed & checked on Saturday 
[28th]. My trunk only weighed 80 pounds [of 100 
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allowed]. Those apples are splendid; have one or 
two left of those I put in my valise. 

There are over 1200 passengers on board; some 
say there are nearer 1400 -- and among them are 
fully 100 children under 12 years of age. So you 
may know what a constant Bedlam we are in. We 
play cards a great deal. It is still raining & very 
cool. We shall have a nice little jam on the OCEAN 
QUEEN. Don't you pity us? We shall cross the 
Isthmus tomorrow, if nothing happens, and hope 
to be in New York before this reaches you. [He 
was, by at least two weeks]. I will write again 
before reaching New York if we meet a vessel, and 
will write there again at all events. There are ru
mors that an extra vessel will be at Aspinwall to 
accommodate us, but I doubt it. Write often. 

Good Bye & love to all 
WILL 

There has been but very little sea sickness among 
the passengers. Have had a fine smooth sea all the 
way from S.F. Hope we may have it as smooth on 
the Atlantic." 

Will sailed from Panama on the OCEAN 
QUEEN on her last voyage under the Vanderbilt 
flag. As the parsimonious Commodore ran a cheap 
operation during the 1860s, continually gouging 
passengers with poor quality food and accommo-

.~~ c·. PQN/c~ 12
7
. 
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A letter leaving San Francisco on February 18, 1867, on board one half of that dynamic duo, the PMSS 
GOLDEN CITY arrived in New York on the other half, the OCEAN QUEEN, and reached Philadelphia 
on March 14, 1867. Commercial correspondence preferred the tried and true route by sea rather than 
turmoil and uncertainty by land-- but to hedge bets, merchants sent letters by both routes. 
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The old nursery rhyme describes the Overland Mail in operation: "When it was good, it was very, very 
good. When it was bad, it was horrid." On May 18, 1868, Thomas Brown, assistant cashier of the 
dominant Bank of California, wrote his sister in Washington, Pennsylvania, a railroad town 35 miles 
southwest of Pittsburgh: "This morning 1 received your letter of the 28th ult." Steamers certainly could 
not beat a 20-day trip, and Brown dispatched his double-weight reply by the same means-- Overland. 

dations, one can imagine the living conditions on York railroading. The OCEAN QUEEN was the 
the OCEAN QUEEN when it arrived in New York only Vanderbilt steamer large enough for its use. 
on November 10, 1865. "Floating pig styies" was When refurbished up to PMSS standards, the 
the reputation of Vanderbilt's ships in the press. OCEAN QUEEN re-entered the Atlantic run on 
In fact, the OCEAN QUEEN made one last greedy October 1, 1866. 
grab for Vanderbilt on her final down trip to 
Aspinwall that October to pick up Will and his 
friends. The captain hoarded ice rather than dis
pense it to passengers, and thereby sold two tons 
at a good profit. 

In 1877, the San Francisco Mail summed up 
the Commodore: "The man who died in New York 
last week [on January 4], leaving behind him the 
greatest single fortune ever accumulated by any 
individual, was never popular, because he was 
never large in his views of the responsibilities of 
wealth, neither was he generous, nor even kindly 
in his dealings with his fellows. Cornelius 
Vanderbilt was cruel to his relatives, cold to his 
friends, implacable to his enemies and hard in all 
his dealings." 

However, this villainous, vicious, and vindic
tive steamship owner saw that the end of the Civil 
War and the approaching completion of the trans
continental railroad ushered in a new Railroad Age. 
In September 1865, Vanderbilt sold his Atlantic 
Mail Steamship Company to the Pacific Mail for 
$2 million in stock and turned his attention to New 

The Overland Mail Shortly 
Suffers in Comparison 

Returning to mail delivery, on July 1, 1861 the 
Civil War brought a daily overland mail by a cen
tral route through Salt Lake City. Though the still
unmatched great floods of the winter of 1861-1862, 
and Indian raids east of Fort Bridger disrupted it, 
Californians liked the Overland Mail. It was, as 
the Alta California and Sacramento Union re
marked in the fall of 1862, "a faithful and regular 
institution," delivering the mail within 20 to 21 
days, compared to 24 to 25 days by .steamer. 
Danford N. Barney, president of the Overland Mail 
Company, and Wells, Fargo & Co. removed one 
obstacle to speedy service when he telegraphed on 
April12, 1862 that printed matter would all go by 
sea. Only lighter letter mail went overland on a 
road that commanding General George Wright af
firmed April 29, could "be traveled in perfect 
safety." 

With all correspondence now regularly by land, 
Californians mentally had to make a shift. Previ-
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ously, unmarked letters went by sea; since 1858, 
writers had to specify "Per Overland." By sum
mer 1862, as the Alta remarked on July 19, "every 
letter not marked 'per steamer,' is to be sent over
land." For an example of the new situation, the 
Sonora arrived July 18, 1862, with only 300 let
ters, all from New York City, which had been 
"found packed in the postage stamp bags," of all 
places. On November 6, 1862, the same steamer 
arrived with no letters, but a "Mammoth newspa
per Mail"-- 90,000 of them fllled with accounts 
of the battle of Antietam (Sharpsburg for the Rebs), 
reaction to the preliminary Emancipation Procla
mation, and presidential suspension of the writ of 
habeas corpus. Wells Fargo, of course, always sent 
letterbags by sea. 

"The Overland Mail coaches are making unin
terruptedly rapid times all the way through from 
the transmontane States," the Alta reported on Janu
ary 4, 1863, taking only one day longer than sum
mer schedule. Raiding Indians west of Salt Lake 
City that spring and summer were omens for the 
future. 

A multitude of delays could disrupt the land 
route, even east of the Overland Mail terminus at 
Atchison. On February 2, 1864, the San Francisco 
postmaster received a New York telegram of the 
same date: "Mails which have accumulated by the 
stoppage of the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad 
by the snow, have been forwarded by the last 
steamer, and the balance by the next. They are 
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sixteen days mail in all." 
However, the Alta commented on February 3, 

1864: "During the whole of the winter, the coaches 
and sleighs of the Overland Mail company have 
been running regularly westward [from Atchison] 
to the Coast." Beginning in 1864, though for sev
eral months at a time, the Post Master General 
would order all mail to be sent by sea. My "Vicis
situdes of the Overland Mail in 1864" in Western 
Express, September 2001, elucidated problems 
arising from slow speed and Indian wars. On May 
8, 1865, the San Francisco Evening Bulletin com
plained that the Overland took 35 to 40 days. 

By 1867, conditions had worsened. A horri
bly bad winter, a poorly stocked line, and a multi
tude of hostile horse-heisting Indians greeted Wells 
Fargo when it took over Ben Holladay's portion 
of the mail routes east and north of Salt Lake City. 
Additionally, unlike the Wells Fargo-controlled 
Overland Mail Company running from California 
to Salt Lake City, Holladay personnel did not be
lieve in the primacy of mail delivery above all else. 
Holladay was much a land version of Commodore 
Vanderbilt; express and passengers paid, mail did 
not. 

General P. Edward Conner wrote on July 28, 
1867, from Stockton to his friend William A. Carter 
at Fort Bridger, Wyoming: "Dear Judge," the Gen
eral said, "I am in receipt of your letter of the 6th 
inst. and your note of the 13th with letter &c. found 
in the mail bag brought in by Lieut. Bates. Wells 

. ~ . 

---· ··-· -------- __ , .-- A.~c! ll.l 

The completion of the Overland railroad in 1869 did not end the Pacific Mail Steamship Company. It continued 
to serve the coastal ports to Panama, and on July 1, 1867 began the first contract mail route to China and Japan. 
This orange-brown check features the two-stack, 340-foot CONSTITUTION, built in 1861, and used constantly 
in advertisements. In 1926 Pacific Mail became part of the Dollar Steamship line, which in 1938 changed its 
name to American President Lines. 
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Fargo is not much of an improvement on Ben 
Holladay." 

In October 1868, after the Post Office Depart
ment finally renewed the mail contract after much 
dithering, Wells Fargo's problems had multiplied. 
Contruction crews of the Union Pacific Railroad 
constantly disordered the stage road, while the rail
road company had no procedures to routinely for
ward and deliver mail. The greatest headache 
though, appeared when Congress, anticipating a 
through-running railroad, ordered printed material 
sent overland. 

On the east to west run beginning October 1, 
1868, this order increased the weight of the mails 
six times! For instance, for the first nine days in 
October, the New York post office sent a daily av
erage of 660 pounds of letter mail in 12 lock 
pouches weighing 55 pounds each, and 34 sacks 
of printed matter, hefted at 112 pounds each, for 
3,808 pounds. 

Some days were just worse than others. Publi
cations came in on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
and on October 7 and 8, 1868, the New York Post 
Office forwarded 50 bags of Harper's Monthly 
weighing over three tons to California. 

The flamboyant San Francisco newsdealer Jack 

. ~ . " . ' . 

. • 
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Stratman told Congress the results. With a loss of 
merchandise worth $11 ,000 gold, he declared, "this 
staging of the mails has had the effect of breaking 
up my business entirely." Papers and magazines 
became "perfectly useless" after "rubbing against 
the wheels and being all chewed up." Mter his 
stock arrived, Stratman directed "it be sold to 
Chinamen for wrapping paper." 

San Francisco postmaster Holland Smith then 
telegraphed the Postmaster General, and, in turn, 
George W. McLellan, the Second Assistant Post
master General who ran the Contract Office, tele
graphed to New York on October 24, 1868: "For
ward by steamer all mail matter for the Pacific coast 
which the senders may desire to forward by that 
route." His order broadly included letters as well 
as Stratman's publications. 

Meantime, Wells Fargo, with a dedication not 
seen before on the overland route, worked to cor
rect the problems. The New York office, for ex
ample, telegraphed on October 23, 1868: "There 
must be no delay in forwarding the mails. If we 
cannot carry all with two dailies we must put on a 
third." Why did Wells Fargo do it? The effon was 
worth the trouble to serve all territory west of the 
Missouri River. No other express companies need 

. ...... 
.... . . . ~ 
, ~· ·' ' 

As the transcontinental railroad was being completed in the late 1860s, the Pacific Mail Co. pitted 
paying passengers against coal consumption. It slashed fares to $100 cabin and $50 second class, 
and advertised voyages from 20 to 22 days. On September 2, 1870, Wells Fargo canceled this letter 
to an Army Sutler, and the COLORADO departed from San Francisco with it on September 3. It 
arrived in New York City after a 20-day trip on September 23,1870, on board the PMSS ALASKA. 
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apply. 
Merchants remained convinced that letters 

reached destinations more reliably and faster by 
sea -- but just in case, would send one copy over
land. Steamers and stagecoaches both traveled 24 
hours a day, but each daily coach carried only a 
few through passengers compared to 2,200 

- · g 
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monthly in two sailings. Most travelers preferred 
boredom and salt air to constantly eating dust, bat
tling gnats, and worrying about hostile Indians. 
Finally, on May 10, 1869, the long dreamed of 
Pacific railroad became a reality. Not only did 
stagecoaches become feeder lines, but the great 
Panama mail steamers passed into memory. 

Captain W.H. Hudson, at 11 a.m. on January 22,1869, took the CONSTITUTION to sea from the PMSS wharf at First and 
Brannan Streets. On board with this cover were General Charles Haraszthy and wife, his son Colonel Agoston Haraszthy, 
the grand California wine promoter, and Agoston's two daughters, Ida and Orelia. Only the two sisters would return from 
Agoston Haraszthy's Nicaragua plantation experiment; the colonel becamefastfoodfor an alligator. 

Competition from the Nicaragua route led the Pacific Mail, after it had ousted Vanderbilt in 1865, to build two large 
steamers for the Aspinwall trade. They were the HENRY CHAUNCEY, completed in late 1865, and the ARIZONA, both 
modeled on the 1863 GOWEN CITY. On February 13, 1869, the 319-foot HENRY CHAUNCEY docked at New York City. 
and after 22 days in transit, this cover gained its strong New York City receiving mark. 

For further reading: 
"The History of a Letter" (January 1858) in R.R. Olmsted, 

ed., Scenes of Wonder and Curiosity from Hutching's 
California Magazine. 1856-1861 (1962). 

Henry C. Needham and Dr. Victor M. Berthold,'" Ahead of 
the Mails:' A Brief History of the Transportation of the 
U.S. Mail by Sea, 1848-1860," The Collectors Club 
Philatelist, (April 1928) illustrates early steamer cov
ers. 

Stanley B. Ashbrook, '"Pan & San. Fran. S.S.' [Mail Agent 
Steamer Marking, 1850-1852]" The Stamp Specialist 
(1944), contains correspondence of Atlantic steamer 
officer Joseph Chadwick 1850-1851. 

Jesse L. Coburn, Letters of Gold (1984). 
James P. Delgado, To California By Sea (1990). 
John Haskell Kemble, The Panama Route. 1848-1869 (1943; 

reprinted 1972,1974; revised edition 1990). 
David I. Folkman, Jr. The Nicaragua Route (1972). 
Cedric Ridgely-Nevitt, American Steamships on the Atlan

tic rand Pacific] (1981). 
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Ernest A. Wiltsee, Gold Rush Steamers (1938); the 1976 re
print contains additional steamer covers. 

Fessenden N. Otis, Illustrated History of the Panama Rail
J:Qllil (1861, and narrative portion only reprinted 1971; 
expanded edition, 1867). 

For everything you might wish to know concerning one 
1857 voyage with the PMSS SONORA connecting with the 
mail steamer GEORGE LAW (then renamed the CENTRAL 
AMERICA), see Normand E. Klare, The Final Voyage of the 
CENTRAL AMERICA. 1857 (1992); Gary Kinder, SlliD.Jl! 
Gold in the Deep Blue Sea (1998); wreck discoverer Tommy 
Thompson's America's Lost Treasure (1998); Sotheby's Sale 
NY7415, ''Treasures from the S.S. CENTRAL AMERICA," 
New York, December 8-9, 1999 [actually held June 20-21, 
2000]; Christie's Sale No. 9562, "Gold Rush Treasures from 
the SS CENTRAL AMERICA," New York, December 14, 
2000; and Q. David Bowers' 1,000 page tome, A California 
Gold Rush History featuring the treasure from theS,S. CEN
TRAL AMERICA (2002). 
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MAIL FROM HAWAII 
by Randall E. Burt 

Part 8: The Postmasters of Honokaa (2d section) 

Hamakua 's Overland Mail Routes 
On June 16, 1887 Honokaa postmaster J .R. 

Mills responded to Postmaster General Wunden
berg's proposed change to the overland mail route. 
It reads as follows: 

"In regard to the proposed change, it can 
go into operation say the first mail in next 
month. The Post Master at Paauilo informs 
me he can get a man for 3.50 per week. Why 
not let Koo carry the mail as usual and let 
Owaanui take it from him at Kukuihaele as he 
is doing now and I will send him on to Paauilo 
for about 2.50 a week more. That will make 
no change on this end of the route. I am in
formed by the P.M. at Mahukona that the mail 
at that office always [sic]-- although I am also 
informed that the steamers don't sail until4:00 
p.m. Therefore, I have been dispatching the 
mail from this office at 1 :00 p.m. Thursday, 
giving the man time to get to Waimea that 
evening and starting Friday morning for 
Kohala this week or on circuit trips. He leaves 
here at 1 :00 on Friday so that the man from 
Hilo would require (him) to be here at 12:50 
every week Thursdays so as to make his route 
regular, he can do so by leaving Hilo every 
Wednesday morning at 7:00. Our present man 
leaves Hilo now on Monday at 8:00 a.m. and 
gets here generally on Tuesday at 2:00. Tak
ing his time in the new arrangement no delay 
must be allowed at each office. They will have 
their mail ready at a certain hour and send him 
along without any delay. 

"One thing I don't think you have taken 
into consideration, viz. bad weather when the 
gulches can not be crossed. Sometimes the 
mail man arrives here a day behind time on 
account of bad weather on the Hilo route (of 
course this is not often). Should such a thing 
occur, I could not keep the Kohala man over 

his time. Then all the mail would be late. The 
Waimanu man - I can arrange that matter and 
if there is any difficulty about getting a man at 
Paauilo, I will get one here. He should go 
through at night if possible, so as to give the 
Paauilo folks their mail and distribute it in each 
man's box after 10 o'c at night so they can get 
their letters as early as they wish the following 
morning. I think this is all. 

"I must have the mail here before 1 o'c 
on Thursday so Severance can make his own 
time for starting from Hilo, but you will have 
to impress on each P.M. the necessity of hav
ing a regular hour and starting the (mail) man 
at that hour. I close my mail and dispatch it to 
the minute, no matter who is left. It caused 
some growling at frrst, but now people fmd 
they can just as well be on time as to be late. I 
think you have at least done away with a use
less and expensive old system. Let me know 
if you require any more information." 

The Paauilo Mail Bag 
Mills reponed to Wundenberg in August 1887 

. on his efforts to hire a man to take the mail bags 
between Honokaa and Paauilo monthly for $20.00. 
His letter reads as follows: 

"You wanted me to ask Paauilo what they 
could get a man to carry their mail for weekly 
from this office, as you would send the Paauilo 
mail every week via Mahukona. I made en
quiries at Paauilo from the P.M. and he in
formed me that he thought they could get a man 
for $3.50 per week. I reported to you next mail. 
You wrote back that you considered 10/- per 
month quite sufficient for the work and I got a 
man after a great deal of difficulty at 10/-. Said 
man has made regular weekly trips with the 
Paauilo mail, but I could get no man for 10/
nor for 20/- to carry the mail over & wait to 
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take back their Bag here. They have to depend 
on the Hilo man for that, & have ample time, 
as I will show you. 

"I get out of my bed every week from 12 o'c 
to 2 o' c in the morning & sort the mail at 4 o' c 
or earlier. I have to get up again to give out the 
Paauilo Bag, so as to have it at Paauilo by 6 o' c 
in the morning, which it always is, before they 
are up generally. On short trips the mail gets 
there, as I say, 6 o' c, the Hilo man gets there & 
waits till10:30. So, they have 4 1!2 hours more 
than they ever had from Laupahoehoe. On cir
cuit trips the mail gets to Paauilo 6 o'c a .m. on 
Wednesday & is taken back here on Thursday 
at 10:30 by the Hilo man, giving the Paauilo 
folks from 6 o'c Wednesday morning to 10:30 
on Thursday, a day and a half. This is what 
they complain of. Is it too short a time? 

"Ross wants the Hilo man to stop at his place 
24 hours, or till Friday to bring back his mail. 
That man carries all the local mail & has his 
regular time, & I emphatically say at no time 
in my experience in Hamakua (19 years) was 
the mails as regular as for the last two months. 

"Last week the mail bag was sent here by the 
Hilo man & on Friday, a Plantation man came 
over with a few letters in his pocket. This is 
what they complain of. The only way to get 
out of the difficulty is for Paauilo to hire their 
own (mail) man to come after their Bag & Bring 
it back whenever they wish, and I hope you 
will instruct them to that effect at the end of 
this month. 

"I doubt very much if Mr. Ross would get 
out of his bed at 4 o' c in the morning week 
after week to accommodate Honokaa people. 
After this week I will not do it. I will give out 
the bag at 6 o'c & that will give them two hours 
less time than they have now; but, I would far 
sooner (prefer) they employed their own man. 

· They don't expect I can get a man for 10/
month that will go to Paauilo & stop two days 
there at his own expense, waiting for their mail. 

"As to the IW ALAN/'s mail. If you order me 
to hire a man at the expense of the Dept., I will 
do so. I telephoned to them about that mail as 
your ordered & they said they would pay a po
liceman 2/- who was going over to carry the 
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bag over. Otherwise, I would have left it till 
the regular man went over. 

"I am informed from a man at Paauilo that 
Ross did tax all letters in that mail and got his 
2/- dollars back. But, finally there is no occa
sion for Paauilo to spend one cent on mail mat
ter. If they will leave their letters to the last 
minute, it is their fault, not ours. 

"But once again, I would ask you to request 
the P.M. there to be prepared with his own man 
on the 1st of next month. I am sick and tired of 
continual complaints from that end of the route, 
& to suit them, we would want two more spe
cial men. One thing certain, I never will turn 
out before 6 o'c in the morning for the Paauilo 
bag again." 

Commissions for Mills and Lumaheihei 
J.R. Mills wrote Wundenberg on June 14, 1888 

to acknowledge receipt of his commission as post
master. His letter reads as follows: 

"Your favor of the 13th inst. came duly to hand 
with my commission, for which please accept my 

. thanks. I am sorry to see by your letter that they 
made such a bungling mess of that 'Foreign Mail' 
the four (4/-) dollars should have covered all ex
pense and had Barnard carried out my instructions, 
it would. 

"You were right in trying to catch the Hilo 
man. I had the mail in my office at 8 o'c a.m. 
The Hilo man did not go back till 12 o' c noon. 
He took one large bag for Paauilo, one for 
Ookala, with his own mail was all he could 
carry with one animal. That left me one very 
heavy Bag for Hilo and one for Laupahoehoe, 
for which I paid $3.00 for delivering in 
Laupahoehoe. Then there was only the Hilo 
Bag to go on from L'hoehoe. I had all these 
delivered at Barnard's on Thursday evening at 
6:30. The Hilo man did not leave his place till 
7 o'c Friday morning or thereabouts. 

"I telephoned Mr. Barnard and also wrote to 
him, but he did not get my letter in time, and 
instead of waiting for the regular man till morn
ing, it seems he hired a man and sent him on 
that night. Hence, the useless expense of 10/-. 
The extra dollar to me was for bringing up the 
6 sacks from the Landing to my office. 
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"Mr. Lumaheihei 's commission is in my safe. 
He has not spoken to me about it. His resigna
tion of an office which he never held does not 
amount to much. He got your letter and had it 
read to him in my store and his answer was 'na 
hiki no'." 

Send a Registered Mail Stamp 
On August 1, 1888 Mills wrote Wundenberg 

to order a registered mail rubber stamp and a bottle 
of red ink. His note reads as follows: 

"The enclosed receipts were posted on to a 
Package in Brown paper containing 1 Pk Books 
and one of Photos to London, which required 
to be registered. And as this envelope plainly 
shows, did not fall off, but was pulled off. I 
suppose they will go all right, however. 

"I think this office should be supplied with a 
rubber stamp (Registered) and a Bottle of Red 
ink to mark such pkgs." 

Steamer Sailing Schedule 
On December 7, 1888 Mills informed 

Wundenberg that a steamer schedule change could 
require a change in mail carrier service at Honokaa. 
His note reads as follows: 

"I see by Wilder & Co. 'Time Table' that the 
steamer KIN AU is going to make 10 day trips 
for the future. This will interfere very much 
with our regular mail service, especially with 
the local mail, as the Hilo, Waimea and Kohala 
mail will not connect. Do you know if this 
change is going to be permanent, or only for a 
few months? If a permanent arrangement, it 
may necessitate a change here." 

Mills informed Wundenberg on December 17 
that the IW ALAN! left Honokaa for Kawaihae with
out mail or passengers due to rough seas. He was 
forced to send the mail bags overland to Kawaihae, 
which included a foreign mail to go by the AUS
TRALIA. 

The Hilo and Honokaa Mail Route 
On July 26, 1889 Mills wrote Wundenberg to 

report on the overland mail delivery schedule and 
mail stops along the way. His letter reads in part 
as follows: 

"I made minute enquiries from the mail man 
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this day as to time required from Hilo to this 
place. And I find if he would leave Hilo at 8 
o 'c sharp, he has ample time to get here the 
following day at 11:45. This week he left Hilo 
at 2 o'c p.m. Thursday and was at this office at 
12 o'c noon on Friday. He informs me he has 
no regular time for leaving Hilo, which I find 
is a fact & this is what causes so much com
plaint. 

"At Onomea he has to go a quarter of a mile 
up to the Plantation to drop a few letters in a 
roadside box. 

"At Pepeekeo he goes 1/2 a mile makai (sea
ward). The other offices are all on the road. 
He arrives the same day at the Laupahoehoe 
P.O. from 1/2 past 6 to 1/2 past7 o'c p.m., leav
ing there the same night and sleeps at Kawalii, 
arriving at the Ookala office from 6 a.m. to 7, 
from there to Paauilo from 9:30 to 10 o'c here 
he has no regular time. 

"I can not get them to establish a set time for 
leaving. If he leaves there at 10 he will get to 
my place by 11:45, giving me 15 minutes to 
sort & close my mail which leaves at 12 o'c no 
matter who is late & I find no difficulty. 

"People know the exact time the mail leaves. 
They will be on time. The only thing required 
now is for the Hilo office to fix the time of de
parture and adhere to tt. 

"I have written to Miss Lyons (Waimea P.M.) 
for all necessary information in yours to the 
Kona mail & if not satisfactory, I will go in 
myself to Waimea when I hear from her. If 
there are any points about this you do not un
derstand, let me know & I will give you more 
information." 

The Kona Mail Carrier 
Mills wrote Wundenberg on September 18, 

1889 about the Kona mail carrier. His letter reads 
as follows: 

"I am in receipt of your letter in regard to the 
Kona mail carrier and your instructions to Miss 
Lyons, which seem very plain and as I under
stand by your letter the man lives in Waimea. I 
see no difficulty in carrying them out. Next 
week I will go to Waimea myself and interview 
Miss Lyons. (I don't think it would do any good 
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to write.) I would go this week, only I have a 
large auction on hand and can not get away. I 
was not aware that my man was putting the 
mails on at Kawaihae until I got your letter. I 
will stop that this week. He asked me some 
two months ago to allow him to do so, but I 
told him I would confer with Mr. Smithies first 
and if satisfactory, would let him know and af
terward told him to make no change and Smith
ies should have notified me on the start. Let 
the Waimea matter rest until I can get in there 
and I think it will be all right." 

This is the last letter selected from the archives 
of those Mills wrote to the Postmaster General. 
He wrote more up to the time of his arrest, but 
they remain in the files. 

Mills Arrested 
Rickard and Mrs. Mills at the Post Office 
On December 12, 1889 W.H. Rickard advised 

PMG Wundenberg about their surprise when J.R. 
Mills was arrested for complicity in the hanging 
of Mr. Goto. For the next few weeks Mrs. Mills 
and Rickard took over the work of running the busi
ness, including the post office. Rickard's letter to 
Wundenberg reads as follows: 

"I am really sorry to inform you that Mr. Mills 
was arrested yesterday on a charge of the mur
der of the Japanese (Mr.) Goto. 

"I will here state that I am fully convinced in 
my mind that Mr. Mills had nothing to do with 
the affair. 

"And I sincerely hope that truth and justice 
may prevail in his favor. 

"He was taken to Hilo to await trial. In the 
meantime I have taken charge of his business 
and act for him under full power of attorney. 

"I shall do my best in the business for him 
and assist Mrs. Mills, who understands the post 
office business. I hope everything will go along 
rightly. 

"But in case of any little error, you will please 
excuse and notify me. 

"Mrs. Mills wishes me to request you to 
please excuse her for not writing as she is natu
rally broken down by the sad event." 

Mrs. Mills wrote the PMG on December 17 to 
express her deep regret over the arrest of her hus-
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band. She requested Wundenberg to intervene on 
her husband's behalf. Her letter reads in part as 
follows: 

"It is with regret I have to write you that my 
husband has been arrested for complicity in the 
hanging case. Everyone here believes him to 
be innocent. Mr. Mills has left everything in 
my charge, with Mr. W.H. Rickard's assistance, 
so everything will be properly attended to and 
if there is any complaint, please let me know. 

"I would like you to help my husband out of 
this trouble. He is innocent. I am greatly wor
ried. I have no idea how long they will keep 
him in Hilo." 

During this period Tom M.V. Hart also helped 
with postal duties. His stamp request to Wunden
berg on December 26 reads as follows: 

"Kindly forward to this office -
2 Sheets 5c Stamps 
2 " 10c " 
10 " 2c " 

5.--
10.--
10.--
25.--

Would you please send us the account due your 
office for stamps.?" 

Deputy PMG A.B. Scrimgeour sent the stamps 
on December 30. 

Rickard wrote on December 27 to request the 
postal clerk to put stamps on a few enclosed let
ters and "take from the number of stamps ordered 
by us." George D. Ross may have assisted during 
this period. 

A few months later Mills was cleared of all 
charges, but he did not return to the post office. 
Figure 7 shows drop letters Mills and Estep sent 
during this period. 

Evan w. Estep, Acting Postmaster 
Estep served Honokaa as postmaster for the 

first six months of 1890. His letter to Wundenberg 
on February 14 explained some postal concerns 
about the December report. His explanation in
cluded some of his own mistakes and steamer mail 
delivery. It reads as follows: 

"Your letter of the 6th inst. came to hand on 
the HAWAII only a short time before the KIN AU 
mail left, and I did not have time to answer at 
that time. I learned after I sent down those 
vouchers that they should have been sent out 
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Northern coast of the Island of Hawaii from the 1912 Rand McNally UbraryAtlas of the World. 

in duplicate, but by an oversight, I failed to send 
them down in that form. 

"The vouchers for carrying two mail bags 
from Waimea should have been sent in for 
December settlement, but Mrs. Mills and Mr. 
Paty did not do so. I don't know which one is 
responsible for the mistake. It was the mail 
that was sent up on the first trip of the HAWAII. 
She broke her propeller and landed the 
Kukuihaele and Honokaa mail at Kawaihae and 
put back to Honolulu. Mr. Homer, I understand, 
sent a man there for it, but left the Honokaa 
mail behind. Paul Jarrett brought it as far as 
Waimea and Mrs. Mills sent a Chinaman for it 
on Christmas Day. I was here at the time, but 
was not in charge of the office. You will likely 
remember that it was a large foreign mail that 
you sent at that time. 

"I send vouchers signed in duplicate; also, 
the one I failed to send before for mail carry
ing. I send the same money order down, and 
have credited my account for February with the 
difference. I have sent down some unstamped 
letters and received no bill for them. 

"Please send me instructions in regard to 
overland mail routes to Kona and Kau. I have 
been informed that a carrier connects at Waimea 
with KIN AU mail for Kona. I made up my mail 
that way and the carrier refused to take it, say
ing it should go the Hilo way, but I see that 
other postmasters send theirs this way some
times." 

Some Registered Letters Held Three Months 
Estep wrote Registry Clerk George Desha in 

Honolulu on February 20 about some registered 
letters being held for long periods. His request for 
instructions on such matters reads as follows: 

"Yours of the 17th inst. to hand. The pack
age sent by Mr. Holmes to Max Eckhart is all 
right. He was under the impression that there 
were two men of the same name, and that the 
wrong one had received it. 

"I have several registered letters that have 
been here for from one to three months, mostly 
for Japanese, and no one comes to claim them. 
How long shall I keep them? I think most of 
the parties are still here. Would I be allowed to 
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send them to the bookkeepers at the plantation 
offices, if they agree to not lose the receipts for 
them?" 

Post Office Furnishings at Honokaa 
On March 5 Estep responded to Wundenberg's 

request for an inventory of post office furnished 
items at Honokaa. His response reads as follows: 

"Referring to your favor of the 20th ult. ask
ing for list of office fixtures belonging to the 
Postal Department, I must refer you to Mr. J .R. 
Mills. I am told that most of the furniture used 
belongs to him personally. There is a safe and 
two pair of scales and a date stamp that I sup
pose must belong to that department." 

The Honokaa Postmastership and Mail Mishaps 
On May 16 Estep shared news and views from 

the Honokaa Post Office with PMG Wundenberg 
and explained the full particulars of a recent mail 
mishap. His letter reads as follows: 

"Yours of the 13th to hand on KINAU mail, 
and in reply would say that mail sent into Hilo 
and returned to this office unopened was en
closed in a paper bag. I opened the bag here, 
and re-sent the contents to Hilo and other points 
by overland mail man. I had not time to send 
you full particulars at the time without detain
ing the overland (mail) man from here to 
Mahukona. I wrote you a shon letter, wrapped 
the return bag around it, and then wrapped both 
with brown paper and wrote with blue pencil: -
'Postmaster General Honolulu. Personal,' and 
cannot see how you could receive the note and 
not receive the bag at the same time. The let
ters were received in Hilo a week after they 
should have been delivered. 

"One should have gone to Puna on the next 
day after it got to Hilo, and it was in Honokaa 
after it should have been in the hands of the 
party to whom it was addressed. It was a letter 
to a man's wife telling her he would be in Hilo 
to the trial and for her to come to Hilo so they 
could come home soon as the trial was over. 
They had not yet arrived, and most likely he 
had to go into Puna to tell her. There were some 
others to parties in Laupahoehoe that I sent in 
to come out with the overland mail, and thus 
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gain one or two days time. Two of them con
tained money orders as you can see by refer
ring to my 'Triple letters of Advice.' As things 
have turned out, I can not say that the letters in 
connection with the trial would have made any 
difference. Yet, I can see no excuse in the world 
for the postmaster of Hilo being so careless as 
to handle a mail as he must have that one, and 
not discover that it was for him and open it. 
· "By this mail you will learn the result of the 
trial and will understand that there will have to 
be some change in the business here. I do not 
expect to be retained in the store, and will seek 
employment in another position; so, I hope you 
will confer with Mr. W.H. Rickard and T.H. 
Davies & Co. in regard to turning this office 
over to someone else as soon as convenient. 

"I have no recommendations to make and do 
not know as they would have any weight if I 
did; but, I should like to see the (Post) Office 
remain where it is and do not want to see R.A. 
Lyman or any of his clan receive the appoint
ment. Funher than that, I have no interest one 
way or the other." 

Mail for Kohala Sent Via Honolulu 
Estep wrote Wundenberg on June 6, 1890 to 

explain why mail from Honokaa went via Hono
lulu to Kohala. His full particuiars read as fol
lows: 

"Yours of June 2 to hand and contents noted. 
In reply will say that my attention has recently 
been called to the fact that mail for Kohala 
reaches there by way of Honolulu, and on mak
ing enquiries, I have been informed that the mail 
carrier is in the habit of going to Kawaihae and 
putting the mail aboard the KINAU instead of 
going to Mahukona with it. In case the KIN AU 
does not put it off there, of course it goes to 
Honolulu. The mail is made up properly and 
always goes in the local bags except one time 
the mail was too heavy, when I put Waimea 
and Kohala mail in Honolulu bag, and sent 
word to Mr. Horner (Kukuihaele P.M.) to take 
it out and place it in local bag, making room 
for it. I can not say whether he did so or not. 
That may explain one time, but does not for 
'the last few weeks.' 
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"A number of persons seem to desire the 
KIN AU mail to be landed at Kawaihae instead 
ofMahukona, and have started a petition to that 
end, thinking they can gain some time in that 
way, or at least, not lose any, and make lighter 
work for the mail carrier. We could gain at some 
times, as per last trip of KINAU, she came to 
Kawaihae at 8 a.m. and was not at Mahukona 
until quite late, so that the mail did not reach 
here until noon yesterday. 

"As for myself, I can not see that it makes 
much difference in time, as long as the KIN AU 
calls at Mahukona first, and the service as it is, 
I understand, benefits a number of persons on 
ranches in the Kohala mountains that would 
otherwise have to make a special trip to receive 
and send their mail." 

Mail from Hilo to Honokaa 
Acting Postmaster George D. Ross wrote 

WundenbergonAugust 10, 1890aboutmailirregu
larities attributed to the through mail carrier 
Owaanui. Ross defended Owaanui in a letter which 
read as follows: 

"Your favor of Aug. 4th is at hand & noted. 
In regard to the mail irregularities, I used the 
name Paauilo, meaning the through carrier 
Owaanui. That the affair may be properly ar
ranged according to your wishes & needs of 
the mail service, I have ordered him to report 
to you in person at Honolulu by returning 
IWALAN/. Outside of the question of pay for 
carrying the mail between here & Paauilo, 
which no doubt can be easily arranged, 
Owaanui has for years rendered average ser
vice. As for his getting drunk, I think is a story 
made from whole cloth to accomplish a pur
pose. And the department ought to look into 
the matter before making a change. As there is 
but few, if any, men in the district that have the 
material for carrying out the Contract, that will 
do it for the amount paid as well as the present 
carrier. 

"In regard to the Hilo carrier who has been 
behind time twice in the last two months. Once 
he was late, having orders to reach here a day 
late. The second time was during the severe 
rain storms of July. The night before he ar-
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rived here, we had nine inches of rain which 
put the streams & roads in such a condition that 
he could not make the time. 

"I am also informed that Mr. Severance, the 
P.M. at Hilo, sometimes starts him ahead of time 
so that he may make collections for him on this 
end & be ready to take back the Hilo mail from 
here on time. Such is the case this trip. Mr. 
Podmore of Paauilo telephoned to me last night 
at 6 p.m. that he (the man from Hilo) had just 
left his office for Honokaa - which is 16 hours 
ahead of his regular time. He is due here at 12 
m. Monday. It is now Sunday 10 a.m. & he is 
not here yet. This is surely not right, as the 
Paauilo mail will have to be sent to Honokaa 
by private carrier at private expenses. I will 
write to Hilo by return mail in regard to it." 

Ross wrote Wundenberg a note on August 21 
about Owaanui's plan to continue his mail con
tract, which reads as follows: 

"Owaanui has come to his senses & will con
tinue to carry the mail, taking it through to Paauilo 
at his own expense. In fact, he has agreed to all 
your propositions & hope you will not be troubled 
any more about it. 

"Should he not comply strictly to your require
ments in the future, I will replace him without any 
more talk, by the man you sent me." 

Contemporary Pay of Mail Carriers in 1890 
From the early years of interisland mail car

riage, the volume of mail sent and received on the 
islands increased in all of their post offices, with 
few exceptions. By September 1890, a special re
port made by the Select Committee on Postal Mat
ters for the President of the Legislature considered 
the overland mail service as unsatisfactory, par
ticularly on the Island of Hawaii. ·The Postmaster 
General denied any knowledge of complaints from 
island postmasters. Their report reads in part as 
follows: 

"The work of the mail carriers has grown with 
the increase of business in all the post offices, 
and though the present service seems to be sat
isfactory as a whole, yet complaints are for
mulated about different routes by several local 
postmasters, and it seems to be on Hawaii that 
the mail carriage is the least satisfactory, as 
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various Post Masters of that Island write that 
this service is now worse than it was a few years 
ago." 

Their report noted that "all mail carriers are 
appointed upon recommendation of the distribut
ing local Post Masters who settle the remunera
tion and other conditions direct with the men." 

In 1890 Owaanui's $50 monthly salary for his 
45-mile route from Mahukona to Honokaa for three 
trips a month put his $600 annual income on par 
with his contemporaries. Three other routes re
ceived the same amount. They were Paiwa on the 
Kealakekua-Kawaihae run; Haili on the Hilo
Waiohinu run; and Polohau on the Waiohinu to 
Kailua route. Owaanui 'spay remained unchanged 
to 1900. 

Acting Postmaster Fred S. Clinton 
Winter rains of 1890 along the Hamakua coast 

were heavy enough to cause mail carrier Owaanui 
to request Clinton's help in having the mail landed 
at Kawaihae for a few weeks. Clinton 's note to 
Wundenberg on December 15 about it reads as 
follows: 

"Owaanui, the mail carrier, requests me to 
ask you to let the mail be landed at Kawaihae 
for the next few weeks, as the roads between 
Mahukona and Kawaihae are badly washed out 
and nearly impassable." 

Mail Delayed at Honokaa 
Clinton wrote Wundenberg on April 19, 1891 

to explain concerns about mail handling and its 
delay at Honokaa. His letter reads as follows: 

"In reply to yours of Apl. 4 regarding the 
mails being delayed at this point. 

"I was informed by Mr. Ross when I came 
here, that there was no allowance for carrying 
of mails to & from the landing here, and until 
your letter arrived, I had no notification that 
there was, at times when the mail arrives, my 
driver & horses are away from the store deliv
ering goods. In case there is only one bag, I go 
for it myself. But, if there are more, as was the 
case of the last foreign mail, I have to wait un
til my driver returns. Frequently, I have paid 
out of my own pocket for getting the mail up. 

52 

March 2002 

As far as I can find out, Mr. Overend is the 
only one, at least openly, who has done any 
kicking. He probably receives more and asks 
more accommodation from the post office than 
any one man here & ought to be the last man to 
kick. 

"If there are any printed rules regarding rates 
of postage between this and foreign countries, 
please send me some, as I have nothing of the 
kind here." 

The Davies Store at Honokaa 
Clinton wrote Wundenberg on April 27, 1891 

about a commission as postmaster. His note reads 
as follows: 

"Yours of Apl. 21 inst. to hand and contents 
noted. I will do my best to forward any mails 
sent to this point. Messrs. Davies & Co. have 
made arrangements to continue the store, and 
have given me management of it; so, would be 
pleased to receive commission as postmaster." 

The Honokaa Postmaster's Pay Raise 
Theo H. Davies & Co. wrote the Postmaster 

General on May 26, 1891 to acknowledge receipt 
of his favor of the day before and stated that they 
"are much obliged for the increase to $35 per month 
from June 1 of (pay for) the postmaster at Ho
nokaa." 

Clinton acknowledged receipt of his "commis
sionaspostmasteratHonokaafromMay 1, 1891," 
in a note to John Rothwell on June 18. Postmaster 
General Wundenberg resigned on May 2, 1891. 

Clinton Resigns; Lincoln Appointed 
On August 10, 1892 Davies & Co. wrote Post

master General Hill that they had transferred 
Clinton to their Ookala store and brought in Lyman 
P. Lincoln to manage the store at Honokaa. Clinton 
was not a postmaster at Ookala during the eigh
teen months he served at the Ookala Sugar Com
pany store. Davies & Company's letter to PMG 
Hill reads as follows: 

"We beg leave to inform you that Mr. F.S. 
Clinton has given up the management of the 
Honokaa store to assume that of the Ookala 
Store, and Mr. Lyman P. Lincoln has taken the 
place of Mr. Clinton at Honokaa. In his capac-
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ity of store manager Mr. Lincoln will, with your 
permission, take charge of the duties of Post
master of Honokaa, and we would respectfully 
request you to issue to Mr. Lincoln his com
mission at the same time you withdraw that of 
Mr. Clinton. We believe Mr. Lincoln to be a 
thoroughly reliable man and trustworthy. 

"We regret having been unable to advise you 
of the contemplated change in managers at Ho
nokaa sooner, and were under the impression 
that Mr. Lincoln had made personal applica
tion for the position of postmaster. We have 
asked him to do so without delay, and mean
while, we make application on his behalf." 

Davies & Co. sent the PMG a second note dated 
August 15 to endorse Lincoln for postmaster. It 
reads as follows: 

"We respectfully beg leave to hand you here
with the application of Mr. L.P. Lincoln for the 
appointment of postmaster at Honokaa. 

"Trusting that the same will receive your fa
vorable consideration." 

Dated August 11, 1892 Lincoln's own letter of 
application to PMG Hill reads as follows: 

"Having been appointed successor to Mr. 
F.S.Clinton in the management of Messrs. Theo 
Davies & Co.'s Honokaa store, I beg to make 
application for the position of postmaster at 
Honokaa in lieu of Mr. Clinton, who has left 
the neighborhood. 

"It would be my earnest endeavor to discharge 
the duties connected with the position to your 
entire satisfaction, and I would refer you to 
Messrs. Theo H. Davies & Co. as to my quali
fications for the Post." 

Competition for the Honokaa Appointment 
Luther S. Aungst applied to PMG Hill on Au

gust 12 for the same appointment. From Honokaa 
his application reads as follows: 

"The Postmaster of Honokaa (F.S. Clinton) 
having changed his place of residence, and as I 
understand there has not been an appointment 
to fill the vacancy, I respectfully submit my ap
plication for the Postmastership at this place." 

His list of supporters included the managers 
of the Paauhau Plantation, the Honokaa Sugar 
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Company and an official of the Hackfield & Co. 
Plantation among many others. He noted that "we 
are as well situated and have better facilities for 
transportation, communication and distribution 
than any other place." 

Even with his excellent credentials as owner 
of the Hamakua and South Kohala Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, Aungst's application delayed 
PMG Hill's decision three weeks. Hill wrote 
Charles Williams at Honokaa for assistance with 
more information. His letter on August 30 to Wil
liams reads as follows: 

"You are aware that Mr. F.S. Clinton, com
missioned postmaster for Honokaa, is not now 
residing in that district, and that the postal work 
of Honokaa is being done by Mr. L.P. Lincoln, 
acting for Mr. Clinton. 

"Mr. Clinton having removed from the dis
trict permanently, as we are informed, it is de
sirable to appoint and commission a regular 
postmaster at Honokaa, and not leave the du
ties and responsibilities of the office to one act
ing merely semi-officially. 

"There are two applicants for the position -
Mr. Lincoln, the present acting postmaster, and 
Mr. Aungst - both gentlemen highly recom
mended. 

"It is the desire and aim of the Postal Depart
ment to do in the matter what will best suit and 
serve the disnict concerned; but, being distant 
as we are, with so much presented in favor of 
both applicants, and nothing against either, to 
judge and decide wisely, is perplexing. 

"With the view, however, of coming to a cor
rect conclusion as soon as possible, and seeing 
your name on the list favoring Mr. Aungst, I 
take the liberty to appeal to you on certain 
points hereinafter indicated:- . 

"First, the building now used as a Post Of
fice is more or less fined for Postal work, hav
ing letter boxes, etc. 

"Second, the building has means for safe
keeping of Postal money, of which large 
amounts are temporarily in possession of the 
postmaster. 

"Third, the gentleman now acting is more or 
less familiar with Postal work, treatment of let-
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ters for despatch, money order business, &c. 
"Fourth, the application of the gentleman act

ing is backed by the responsible finn of Theo. 
H. Davies & Co. with a kind of guarantee which 
virtually amounts to a bond for the security of 
money in charge. 

"Now, are there good and sufficient reasons 
why the points above indicated should be ig
nored, and an entirely fresh start made in the 
matter of a Post Office for Honokaa, at a time 
when the Legislature is striving to curtail ex
penses? 

" I shall regard it as a great favor if you will 
kindly give me your candid views in relation 
thereto." 

After giving the matter much thought, Will
iams responded to PMG Hill on September 3. His 
views read as follows: 

"In reply to your request for my views in re
lation to the applications for the position of 
Postmaster for Honokaa, I beg to say that as 
far as I know, there are no reasons for the change 
asked for from the store of T.H. Davies & Co. 
to the Telephone Co.'s office, other than to as
sist Mr. Aungst to an additional source of in-
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come, if he should secure the position. 
"Bearing on the points mentioned in your let

ter, I may say the following: 
1. I understand the letter boxes and fittings 

in use in the present office are owned by the 
government and that the expense of moving and 
placing in the new office would be very small. 

2. Also, one of the iron safes in use belong 
to the government. 

3. As to familiarity with the work, as much 
can be said for one as for the other, Mr. A. hav
ing assisted Mr. Clinton on several occasions. 

4. I can hardly believe the 'backing' would 
amount to anything substantial, if put to a test, 
and must express my surprise that no bond is 
exacted, considering the large amounts (of cash) 
in the Post Office at times. 

"A point (common to both) which I may 
mention, is that neither of the parties are Ha
waiian subjects." Williams concluded that "no 
good or sufficient reason can be advanced in 
the present instance that will warrant the ex
pense of moving the Post Office." 

PMG Hill wrote Aungst on September 8 to give 
his decision and reason for appointing Lincoln to 
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Figure 8. Postmaster Lincoln or his clerk affixed their JAN I 19 I 1893 strike to this cover for Colchester, 
England which received a purple 'T 15 Centimes," postage due and a "3.D.F.B." marking on arrival. 
Two arriving black circular backstamps read "HONOLULU I JAN I 21 I 6 A .M. I 1893" and 
"COLCHESTER I A2 I FE26 I 93." The next steamer to clear Honolulu for San Francisco was the SS 
AUSTRAUA on February 1 with 8,150 letters and 5,954 papers. 
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the office. His note reads as follows: 
"It would have afforded me pleasure to have 

appointed you postmaster at Honokaa, espe
cially after consultation with gentlemen from 
the district who recommended you very highly, 
* did I feel justified in incurring the expense
involved in opening a new office. Mr. L.P. Lin
coln has received the appointment for the 
present because of his occupying premises al
ready furnished for post office purposes." 

Lincoln acknowledged receipt of his commis
sion as postmaster on September 14, 1892. His 
note to Hill reads as follows: 

"Your communication of September 1st, with 
my commission as Postmaster of Honokaa, en
closed, has been duly received, thanking you 
for the same." 

By late February 1893 Lincoln was becoming 
disillusioned with his appointment as postmaster. 
Figure 8 is a letter sent when L.P. Lincoln was 
postmaster. He wrote PMG Hill's money order 
branch supervisor F.B. Oat on February 23 with a 
complaint about being short changed $10.00 by 
the General Post Office. He was refused credit on 
vouchers for mail carriage. His note reads in part 
as follows: 

"I have already caused some damage to the 
store trade by adhering too closely to P.O. rules. 

"I wish to know why a M.O. was sent me for 
only $6.30 when the amount due this office as 
shown by statement was $16.39. Am I to un
derstand by this that the Office refuses to al
low the other $10 as shown by vouchers for 
mail carriage? If so, my resignation will take 
effect at once, for it is bad enough to have to 
assume all the work, worry & responsibility of 
this position, with no recompense whatsoever 
for same, without having the General Office 
refuse to allow the necessary expenses of car
rying the mail. 

"P.S. Would say that as long as T.H. Davies 
& Co. are frequently changing the help in this 
store, there are bound to be mistakes made by 
the new parties, which it will be impossible for 
me to prevent, as I cannot be in the store all the 
time. 

"Check for $1650. is herewith (enclosed)." 
Lincoln repeated his complaint to PMG Hill 
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on February 27 in a note which reads in part as 
follows: 

"As long as T.H. Davies & Co. are frequently 
changing the assistant in this store, there are 
sure to be some mistakes made which it will be 
impossible for me to prevent, as I have to leave 
the store often to attend to outside work. I try 
to see however, that they are as few as pos
sible. 

"The reason of the increase of expenditure 
for Mail Carriage is that after considering the 
matter, I concluded that the people would get 
their mail more promptly by having a regular 
carrier go for it than to depend on the store team, 
which it was frequently inconvenient to send, 
and also that I made a charge for my own ser
vice, as I am altogether too busy to carry mails 
unless obliged to do so in order that they may 
not miss the Steamer. Now that I am only able 
to get Master Greenfield on Saturdays, will be 
put to considerable trouble on this point. 

"In reference to that part of your letter grant
ing necessary discretion in carrying mails, will 
you kindly inform me why I have received only 
a receipt for corrected? Balance due this office 
of $6.39 when Bal. due as shown by my state
ment and vouchers was $16.39, leaving $10.00 
amount paid for Mail Carriage as repudiated. 
If this is so, I do not see how I can consistently 
keep the position as P.M. of this place." 

Postmaster Lincoln Resigns 
Postal concerns may have continued to worry 

Lincoln until he submitted his resignation on Feb
ruary 19, 1894. It reads as follows: 

"In view of the fact that I expect shortly to 
take a trip to the coast, I hereby tender my res
ignation as Postmaster of Honokaa, to take ef
fect on the 17th of March 1894. 

"Thahking you for past courtesies, I am 
Very respectfully Yours, 

L.P. Lincoln" 

Next: Honokaa - A Petition for F.S. Clinton 
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Alpine, Colorado 1878 
by Oscar Thomas 

Colorado had been a state about two years when in Taylor Park. The 25 mm. blue post mark is the 
this postal card was dropped in the mail at Alpine same type of mark recorded during Colorado's ter
on June 16, 1878. From Alpine the sender would ritorial period. Thanks to John Swanson for al
pass west over the Saguache Mountains through lowing is to illustrate this item from his collec
Alpine Pass, and turning north 18 miles placed him tion. The site of Alpine is now in Chaffee County. 

Alpine Lake Co. Col 
June 14'th 78 
Dear Ed 
I have started to go overinto Taylor Park on the head waters of the Gunnison River. Horkell went down 
into New Mexico on a surveying trip. I don't know how long I shall be gone. The is no PO over there 
and it may be some time before you hear from me again. Direct Alpine. We did not find our team. 

JWB 
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