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From Your Editor
Alan H. Patera
P.O. Box 2093
Lake Grove OR 97035
e-mail: patera@teleport.com

President's Message
My, how the time goes by. It has been two
years since I began my term as president of this
respected and prestigous society, and now I am
writing my last message to you. It truly has been
an honor and a privilege to serve this organization, and my job has been made easy by those of
you who have helped and guided me through my
responsibilities. The subjects I wish to address in
this message are WESTPEX and related meetings,
our biannual election, Schuyler Rumsey auctions,
and a new, special Western Cover Society Award.
WESTPEX will be April 25, 26 and 27 at the
usual place, the Cathedral Hill Hotel, 1101 Van
Ness Avenue CA 94109 (res. 800-622-0855). The
Western Cover Society Directors will meet Saturday at 6 p.m in room 373. There will be a breakfast meeting for the general membership at 9 a.m.
Sunday in the Japanese Pavilion on the 4th floor.
You should order tickets from Oscar Thomas, WCS
Treasurer, P.O. Box 604, El Toro CA 92630. After the breakfast, at about 10:15 a.m., Wells Fargo
Bank Historian Dr. Robert J. Chandler will present
"Conversations About Covers" in the Telegraph
Room. Dr. Chandler is always interesting and entertaining, so bring friends and come enjoy this
free presentation. The breakfast arrangements have
been made by out much-appreciated member, Dick
Salz.
The Schuyler Rumsey "Tahoe" Auction last
December was a real thrill for us Western cover
collectors and dealers, especially those interested
in California material. I was not the only person
to acquire some wonderful covers. The auction
was well attended, and the bidding was very active. While many lots. received quite high bids,
there were also some real bargains. Schuyler

Western Cover Society Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Directors at Large:

Past President

Edward A. Weinberg
Robert J. Chandler
John R. Drew
Oscar M. Thomas
Dale E. Forster
Howard Mader
Frank Q. Newton, Jr.
Irwin Vogel
William C. Tatham
Michael J. Rainey

Rumsey will be the official auctioneer at this year's
WESTPEX.
Our biannual elections are over, and the ballots have been counted. Much thanks (again) goes
to member Mark Metkin for his handling of the
election ballots. The presidential gavel will be
passed to our newly-elected and longtime esteemed
member/director Edward A. Weinberg. The other
officers and directors are listed above.
It is with great pleasure that I announce the
creation of a new Western Cover Society award to
honor outstanding contributions to Western Express that exhibit excellence in Western-mails research journalism. This prestigious award will
recognize the very best literary contributions to our
journal. The award is named for a well-respected,
founding member of the Western Cover Society,
who significantly contributed to the study of Western mails, and to the success of our organization
since its creation in 1950. It is the Basil Pearce
Award for Excellence in Western-mails Research Journalism,
I leave you now with this fmal thought: consider how much you know about your areas of interest in Western mails. You perhaps have information that very few others possess. Other collectors and postal historians are interested in what you
know; so, share your knowledge, write it down,
and publish it here in the pages of the Western
Express.
Michael J. Rainey

Page 1

Western Express

Housecleaning
With a lull in the progression of lengthy articles, I have taken the opportunity to do some
housecleaning. This means dusting off some
projects that had not been pursued, and utilizing a
variety of short items that had been building up to
be used as fillers.
A few issues ago I expressed a desire to publish some maps, but had not implemented the idea.
In this issue there is a map section. It has no theme,
but includes a variety of maps and map sections
from three different early maps. This appeals to
me because of my educational background in geography, but I would make the case that maps are
an essential ingredient in an historical approach to
postal history. The vast distances and varied topography of the western states demands an understanding that can only be found in personal experience or the study of maps, or a combination of
the two. I hope the readership shares this opinion,
and invite you to send in reproducable photocopies
so that future issues may also includea map section.
When I was about to become editor, Henry
Spelmann told me I would be producing a quarterly of from 32 to 48 pages. As soon as John Williams started publishing his "California Town Postmarks," the size ballooned to accommodate the
volume -- one issue even reached 96 pages, and
Los Angeles County was done separately so it
wouldn't be broken into three sections. After that
we were spoiled by expecting larger issues, but I've
tried to keep it to about 56 pages, which is not hard
to do as long as there is sufficient material to fill
that many pages.
This issue is a little bit smaller. There is promise for more and lengthy articles for next and subsequent issues, including some from members who
have not published here before, so I have no doubt
that Western Express will continue to provide
fresh and interesting material in the future. What
about you? Not every article needs to be profound,
extracting bits of obscure information out of dusty
archives. A cover doesn't need to be valued at hundreds or thousands of dollars to be interesting. I
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think any collector who is interested enough in
western postal history to be a member of our society must have at least one article they could produce, must possess at least one cover that could be
illustrated on our pages.
Note all the short items in this issue. An editor
needs to stockpile such material -- each issue needs
to have a number of pages divisible by four, else
there tends to be embarrassing white pages. With
this issue I have nearly exhausted my stockpile of
one and two page articles, so I invite you to send
in an interesting cover, a letter, an illustration. And
I hope it need not be said that longer articles, including those that extract obscure information from
dusty archives, are also more than welcome.
Next issue we will have another section from
Dale Wilson on the Sacramento River route to
Oregon, more on the mails of Hawaii from Randall
Burt, and -- depending upon what comes in -- a
variety of other material for your reading enjoyment.

Nevada Express Book
Have you got your copy of Jim Garnett's Nevada Express yet? It's a handsomely done book,
with everything you'll need to know about expresses that operated in Nevada. Wells, Fargo &
Co. is well represented of course, because Wells
Fargo conducted extensive business throughout
Nevada. But what makes this book special is the
coverage of 22 lesser-known express companies,
complete with illustrations of rare covers and photographs of expressmen, express offices, stage
coaches and town views.
You may never see, much less own, a cover
from (for instance) Raum's Ruby Hill and
Schellburn Express, but this book will show you
what they look like, and give you a census or estimate of how many covers are known. A section
near the end discusses fakes and forgeries. If you
collect expresses, or if you collect Nevada, this is
a book that belongs on your library shelf.
For ordering information, see the full page ad
on page 3.
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Nevada Express

Released December 23rd, 2002
Nevada Express,
Wells, Fargo & Co, and Other Letter Expresses, 1857-1895
by

James M. Garnett
In addition to the well known Pony Express and Wells, Fargo services 22 other express
companies are covered, each with a census of the known covers along with many illustrations of
covers and contemporary views of the towns. In all the book contains 11 0 halftones and a
number of line cuts.
2002, 192 pages, edition of 450 copies, cloth,
$45.00
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 2002115165
ISBN 0-917528-19-D, SAN 159-0 Ill

Leonard H. Hartmann
Philatelic Bibliopole
PO Box 36006, Louisville, Ky 40233, USA
Leonard@pbbooks.net
http://www. pbbooks.com
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Treasurer's Report
The foJJowing are Life members
H. Mader
H0221
F. Newton, Jr. H0282
R. Salz
H0789

I. Vogel
K Weinberg
J. Williams

H0300
H0767
H0656

The foJJowing have supported the Society with Patron Membership:
Ian Paton
Russell Pearce III
Michael Perlman
Michael Rainey
Louis Repetto
Gregory Roberts
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions
Richard Salz
William Tatham
Thomas Philatelic
John Van Vliet
Irwin Vogel
Robert Wale
Edward Weinberg
Kirk (Wolford) Stamp Company
Others

Rex Bates
Richard Brumund
Brad Casoly
John Drew
Robert Finetie
Robert Forster
Kenneth Greenberg
Frederick Gregory
James Inverarity
William Leonard
Dennis Lutz
Clay McClain
William Mills, Jr.
Carl Munck
Frank Newton, Jr.
Robert Nichols

The following have supported the Society with Sustaining Membership:
W. Wallace Bilyeu
Mike Brown
Randall Burt
Bruce Cohen
Richard Curtin
Robert Ebiner
Harry Fogiletta
Robert Grey
William Hassler
Karen Havlena
William Helmer
Jay House

Jack Hughes
Thomas Iverson
James Jacobitz
Constant Johnson
Robert Livingston
Steve Love
Clint Thomas Maish
Stephen Marcus
Steve Meier
Lynn Minneman
Clifford Moss
E.F. Mueller

Leland Murphy, Jr.
Robert Myerson
Eric Nelson
Ray Newburn, Jr.
James Nourse
Peter Rathwell
Richard Simpson
Robert Svoboda
Scott Wieduwilt of Rumsey Auctions
David Winter

The following have terminated membership:
Charles W. Deaton
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Secretary's Report
Deceased members

New Members
#1275

Robert Bannan
11284 East 35th Street
Yuma AZ 85367-7 636
Collects: Cancels, Stagecoach and Miners

#1276

Michael Volno
2655 West Pratt
Chicago IL 60645-4317

#0243
#1158
#0815

Bennett N. Levinson
Hugh Goldberg
Robert H. Means

e-mail adresses
(superceding listing in Dec. 2002 issue)

Birkenbine II, John
Dr. Robert Chandler, our vice president, was
jb2nd@earthlink.net
awarded first place for theE Clamp us Vitus "Coke Rathwell, Peter
Wood Award" for his article "California Stageprathwell2@ aol.com
Coaching: The Dusty Reality," presented on OcInterested in Arizona Territorial material before 1890
tober 19, 2002 at the Western History Conference Wallace, Clay
in Colorado Springs, Colorado.
clay 11@ sbcglobal.net
It is with sadness that I report that Ben Levinson
of Fresno, California passed away on January 6,
2003. He was a graduate of the University of San
Francisco and a longtime member of our Society.
We would look forward to seeing and trading with
ARIZONA - NEW
him at our WESTPEX meetings.
John Drew, Secretary

MEXICO

:,. -=:·posTAL
CLASSIC
STAMPS AND COVERS
Buy or Sell

. H~ISTORY
s·ociETY
Seeks New_Merribers, Who Seek New
Material, New lnfonnation and New
Friends
DUES $1·o)umually .

Receive rrhe Roadrunner"

. .periodic neWsletter .

I

Stanley M. Piller
& Associates
3351 Grand Ave.
Oakland CA 94610
(510) 465-8290

Trade OupllcatGS.-at Winter Meetings

.

Contact: Thomas K.
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane,
las Cruces, NM 88005

or
Peter ~II, 4523 E.

Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix. AZ 85028.
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The California Gold Rush
A Sesquicentennial Tribute
compiled by Alan H. Patera
We continue this series on the California Gold Rush with excerpts relating to mails, expresses, transportation and settlement f~m the San Francisco newspaper Alta California from February to May 1853. There
seems to be a few complainLs about the movement of the mails in the press, so overall the system must
have been satisfactory. Not all of the passages cited relate to post or express, but an understanding of
conditions affecting the evolution of the various transportation and communication systems will help
explain how mail and express were routed in early California.

"Commercial Restriction at Vancouver's

to the government he represents, as the two duties
The free settlers at Vancouver's Island have are incompatible. I will give you an instance:
recently expressed through the Oregon papers, during the past summer several vessels have been
grievances of a commercial character, arising from on this coast for the purpose of trade with the nathe colonial and exclusive authority exercised over tives; nearly the whole of these vessels have traded
them by the Chief Factor of the Hudson Bay Com- an article that the Hudson Bay Company could
pany, who, it appears, is or has been endeavoring have traded for the last twenty years, and which
to monopolize the trade in the name and with the they never thought of doing until they have been
influence of that establishment, to the great detri- taught by the enterprise of private individuals -ment of the settlers and of commerce.
and to prevent a like occurrence, and to keep merAs the merchants of San Francisco are not chants from entering the ports and rivers, the ofwholly without interest in the trade of that impor- ficers residing at such place have received orders
tant English colony, we lay before them the prin- (to use his own expression) 'to trade everything;
cipal cause of the difficulties, as given by a corre- and keep the merchants away.'
spondent of one of the newspapers.
The ports of Vancouver's Island are made
Vancouver's Island, Dec. 1852
known to the world as free; if such is the case, we
Messrs. Editors: -- I would feel obliged by your must have free trade, fair competition, and no
inserting in your columns the following notes that monopoly, or the British Colony of Vancouver's
I as a looker on, have been induced to take at Island, governed by an avaricious Chief Factor of
Vancouver's Island. Whether I am a resident or the Hudson Bay Company will become a by-word."
merely a sojourner for a time, only concerns those
Alta California, February 14, 1853
for whom this is intended. There are no means of
showing to the world or exposing to the public the "The Napa Valley Sale. One of the most interestdiabolical, underhanded transactions of the Hudson ing sales of property we have had to notice for
Bay Company; and I am persuaded from your kind many months will take place to-day, at the sales
notice to the subscribers of Vancouver's Island that room of Messrs Payne & Dewey, consisting of a
appeared some short time ago in your paper, that variety of farms in Napa Valley, for which perfect
titles will be given, free of squatter and other enyou will not consider this as an intrusion.
In all cases of this kind it is the head, or repre- cumbrances -- together with several cottages and
sentative of such monopolies that are at fault, as it lots, fruit trees, grape vines and other desirable

is in this. The Governor of the British Colony of property. To those who desire country residences
Vancouver's Island represents the Hudson Bay
Company de facto, and as merchant and shareholder of this company, having his own private
interests at stake cannot do justice to the settlers or
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or land for farming purposes, in one of the most
beautiful localities in the State, this sale should not
be overlooked."
Alta California, February 21, 1853

Western Express
"Benicia and Marysville Railroad. The preliminary survey of the route of the Benicia and Marysville Railroad has been completed, and the chief
engineer, Mr. Lewis, gives a very favorable character of it. The line traverses Green and Suisun
valleys, and crosses the Sacramento river at
Knight's Ferry, being eighty-five miles in its whole
length. The highest grade at any point is not more
than thirteen and two-tenths feet to the mile -scarcely appreciable in actual traveling. The report of the engineers, and the estimates of the cost,
are in preparation ... "
Alta California, March 14, 1853

March 2003

what assurance have we that we will not wake up some
fine morning and find ourselves in Conta Costa, waiting to meet the great Pacific Railroad?"

"New Mail Arrangements.
. The new mail arrangements that have been
entered into, under the authority of the Post Master General, between this city and New Orleans,
are as follows:
New Orleans and Vera Cruz Line
Leave New Orleans on the 1st, 14th, 25th, monthly
Arrive at Vera Cruz by the 4th, 17th, 28th
Leave Vera Cruz on the 1st, 6th. 21st
Arrive at N. Orleans by the 4th, 9th, 24th
II

II

II

"Report Against the Extension of the City Front.
A portion of the Senate committee to whom
was referred that part of the Governor's message
relating to the Extension of the Water Front of the
city of San Francisco, together with numerous petitions and memorials of citizens and of the corporate authorities of said city, relating to the same
subject respectfully submit the following report:
The harbor known in 1849 as the harbor of San
Francisco, flanked north and south by the headlands of North and Rincon Points, and stretching
inwards somewhat in the form of a crescent as far
as Montgomery street, is now almost entirely filled
up and occupied as the business part of the city.
The boundary line of this, the eastern front, as fixed
and declared permanent by the 4th section of an
act of the Legislature passed March 26, 1851, extends even a little farther out into the bay than the
headlands, and when the same shall be fully built
up to and imprc:>Ved, the city will have a water front
of sufficient extent and adequate depth of water to
supply all the wants of her commerce and trade.
The further extension of said front six hundred feet
into the bay would not materially increase the extent on the eastern front, while a greater depth of
water than the present front now enjoys would not
be necessary to enable vessels of the largest class
to lie at the wharves."
Alta California, March 15, 1853

Another item on the same subject, tongue-in-cheek,
asked, "With a ramming of piles by day and by night,

Vera Cruz and San Francisco Line
Leave Vera Cruz on the 4th and 17th of each month
Arrive at Acapulco by the 9th and 22d
Leave Acapulco on the 9th and 22d
Arrive in S. Francisco by the 17th and 30th
Leave S. Francisco on the 8th and 24th
Arrive in Acapulco by the 16th and 1st
Leave Acapulco on the 16th and 1st
Arrive at Vera Cruz by the 21st and 6th
II

II

II

It is the intention of the company to transport
passengers in as comfortable a manner as possible,
as soon as they have established their regular mail
trains, and get them through as expeditiously as
they will the mails.
The Pacific Mail Steamship Company, the pioneers of steam navigation on this coast, have already made arrangements for a weekly line to
Panama; their ships to leave San Francisco on the
1st, 8th, 16th and 24th of each month, with the
weekly mails now provided for, by an agreement
with the Vera Cruz and San Francisco line.
The last mentioned company will be known
under the style and title of the Mexican, Ocean,
Mail and Inland Company. It is said to be backed
up by extensive capitalists from New Orleans and
New York, and no doubt every effort will be made
to have the enterprise succeed; but the reasons
given a few days ago, we very much question the
practicability of a prompt and safe delivery of the
mails, for some time at least, by this route, and it
will be longer yet before passengers will be con-
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vinced of the amount of comfort they can take, by
riding seven hundred miles express on horseback,
or jolted over the Cordilleras of Mexico in a clumsy
dilligence. Let that be as it will, we are heartily
glad that some scheme has been adopted for
quicker and more frequent communication with the
Atlantic States. Robert G. Rankin, Esq., is President of the new company, and Colonel Ramsay,
Vice President."
Alta California, March 28, 1853

"Sacramento News.
Adams & Co. commenced building a three
story fire proof brick Express House, on Second
street, adjoining the Orleans Hotel, during the
month, and having numerous models for example,
should and doubtless will erect the model house
of the interior. Messrs. Richardson & Reed of the
Bank and Express departments have added to the
high reputation of this firm; and their Messengers
to the Bay, Messrs. Woodward & Benjamin, could
gain no additional fame for promptness, correctness and courtesy, at my hands."
Alta California, April2, 1853

"Total Loss of the Steamship S.S. Lewis!!
The Vanderbilt steamship S.S. Lewis, Captain

March 2003
disaster. Such was his hurry, however, that he entirely forgot the passenger list. There is no doubt
that the steamer will prove a total loss.
We learn by the passengers of the S.S. Lewis,
who came up in the C. W. Woods, that the ship was
short of coal during the passage, and that a portion
of her machinery was out of order, to repair which
the ship was hove to all day Sunday last and part
of the night, during which time it came on thick
and foggy, and to the existence of this fog the disaster is attributed. As there were no lives lost and
no distress occasioned by this disaster, other than
temporary inconvenience to the passengers and the
anxiety of their friends, this loss may be considered as rather beneficial to the traveling public than
otherwise, as the S.S. Lewis could not be considered wholly seaworthy.
Our readers will recall that the last time she
arrived, she was in such a filthy and deplorable
condition as to excite the attention of the public,
and she had nine feet of water in her hold. The
sum of $18,000 was laid out on her at that time,
but we believe she was past the capenter's art. Her
back was broken, timbers strained and several other
material points out of order, and she might have
gone down at any time, with very little warning... "
Alta California, AprillO, 1853

Sparrow went ashore yesterday, at 3 o'clock A.M.,
in dense fog, three miles north of Bolinas Bay,
"Awful Steamboat Explosion!
about four miles from the wreck of the Tennessee.
Eighteen Lives Lost!
She now lies, head to northward and heeled on the
Thirty Persons Badly Scalded!
beach; she is bilged and full of water to her hurriWe are again called upon to record one of those
cane deck. The S.S. Lewis is eighteen days out
awful catastrophes, incidental to steam navigation,
from San Juan, and touched at Acapulco the 28th
carrying distress and dismay to the survivors, and
of March. She had 385 passengers, among whom
death and deformity to the sufferers. Yesterday, at
were 49 ladies and 24 children. Some of the pasabout 12 1!2 o'clock, as the Steamboat Jenny Lind
sengers have arrived by the schooners C.W. Clark
was on her passage to this city from Alviso, just as
and Eliza & Victoria, several ladies are of the numshe got abreast of the Pulgas Rancho, the plate on
ber. We are extremely happy to say that all of the
the after head of her boiler blew out, sweeping
passengers have been landed in safety and will
away, in its course, and followed by the whole body
probably reach this city to-day by the Goliah and
of steam, the cabin bulk head and the exhaustion
the U.S. Steamer Active which have gone to their
pipe of the engine. ...
relief. As soon as the ship struck, the Purser, Mr.
The Jenny Lind was running at her usual rate
Grimes, landed immediately and took a horse to
of speed when the accident occurred. She had
Saucelito, from whence he reached this city in a
lately undergone extensive repairs, and was supsmall boat, bringing the first intelligence of the
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posed to be in as good order as any other boat on "Sacramento News.
During the squall yesterday noon, the sloop J.
the line. ... The terrible loss of life is owing to the
fact that the major part of the passengers had just Stilleson, on the way down in ballast, was capsized
sat down to dinner, and were in a direct line with opposite Suttersville, and filled immediately, sinkthe boiler when the explosion occurred and the ing close to the bank, head on. She will be raised
cabin bulk-head blown through. The whole num- during the day, and will not suffer any damages.
ber of scalded, as far as has been ascertained, No one injured....
Your post office again meets with the greatest
amounts to fifty persons in all. There were at the
censure
for detention of the Boston mails. The
time eight ladies on board, nearly all of whom were
at the table and are among the sufferers, and we Golden Gate arrived on Friday, and we shall not
are sorry to add, that all are either dead or prob- receive the mails until to-morrow (Tuesday) noon.
Why is it? The public here is indebted to our effiably will die.... "
Alta California, April 12, 1853
cient clerks, especially to Mr. Thoms, of the box
department, for the greatest dispatch and prompti"Diamonds in California.
tude, and a like spirit of justice from your office
Some time ago a great hue and cry was made below would save the officials a deal of opprothat a real, genuine diamond had been discovered brium."
in the vicinity of Columbia, Tuolumne county. The
Alta California, April19, 1853
Columbia newspaper was thick set with diamonds
for several weeks, and miners were warned to be "Sacramento News.
A daring robbery was committed yesterday
on the look out for more to come down with the
first water. This was months ago, and we have afternoon about 3 o'clock, at the banking house of
lately seen accounts of other precious stones be- Page, Bacon & Co. There were but the booking found in the same vicinity. But the great dia- keeper at his desk, in the rear of the office, and the
mond - the 'Eureka Diamond' as it was called - cashier, in the room. While the latter was attendwas heralded through the newspapers and many ing to a crowd of customers, the thief reached over
people were made to believe that diamonds actu- and took from a shelf under the counter a bag conally existed in our mines. We do not know but taining 190 ounces of gold dust, valued at $3,300,
they do, but we would be glad to see some further and the loss was not discovered until making up
evidence of it. Why do we not see the opinions of the cash account at night. The place of its deposit
men competent to give an opinion on the genuine- was not unusual and accidental, and the theft, in
ness of this great 'Eureka diamond?' A gentleman broad daylight, with a crowd of persons present, is
recently called to see this priceless gem, we are unequalled for boldness and audacity. The whole
told, and found the owner of it selling beef at two corps of police are on the qui vive for the perpetra'bits' a pound and when he asked him its probable tors, who have not yet been detected.
value he was gravely told that it was estimated at
A reward of five hundred dollars is offered for
twenty-two millions of dollars! ... He was told the detection of the thief and the recovery of the
Alta California, April21, 1853 ·
moreover, that he had, when mining, thrown away money...
hundreds of better diamonds and never dreamed
that he was wasting millions. An experienced and "Fire in San Jose!
scientific geologist who has seen this wonderful
At a quarter past five yesterday morning, the
gem told us that it was nothing but a dingy piece Court House, formerly the StateHouse, in San Jose,
of crystalized quartz and that our gold mines and was discovered to be in fire, and in a very short
all gold mines were in that formation of the earth time the building was entirely destroyed. The loss
where diamonds were never found ...
is about $5000.
Alta California, April 18, 1853

Alta California, April 30, 1853
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"Sacramento News. A bold and daring robbery
of Adams & Co.'s office was committed last
evening about 10 o'clock at Mormon Island. The
office is superintended by Mr. Nichols and two
assistants; the former had retired and was asleep
in an inner room only approachable from the rear
of the house. The others were preparing to retire
when two persons came in (American) asking for
letters. In an instant each presented a pistol at the
clerks' heads, threatening their lives if they spoke
or stirred, at the same time giving a low whistle, at
which five others, (three of them Spaniards) came
in hastily, gagged and bound the clerks and commenced searching the premises. In a few minutes
one of them asked where Nichols was, and keeping silent, they insisted on one of the clerks calling him, stating he was sick. The gag was removed
and he resisted for two hours, until repeated punctures with their knives forced him to call and Mr.
Nichols, on coming to the front door was immediately seized, bound and gagged like the rest. The
search was continued, taking the key to the safe
from Mr. Nichols, when they vamosed, taking all
the funds on hand with them, about $6500 as near
as could be ascertained. After great exertions, Mr.
Nichols succeeded in freeing his arms, and releasing the others, when a gong was sounded, the inhabitants roused and a chase commenced, but all
traces were lost at the Sixteen Mile House.
The city police are on the alert, and it is not
probable they can escape ... "
Alta California, May 1, 1853

"Stage Line to San Jose and Monterey.
Dillon & Co. have a daily stage line between
this city and San Jose, and thrice a week between
San Jose, San Juan, Santa Cruz and Monterey. With
the advance of spring the roads are becoming dry,
and the stages now make the distance in very short
time. There are six coaches and seventy-five horses
in the line between this city and Monterey. Dillon
& Co.'s office is on the corner of Clay and Kearny
streets.
Alta California, May 5, 1853
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"Letter from Port Orford.
Port Orford, O.T., April17, 1853
Messrs. Editors: - The irregularity of the mail
steamer touching at this place renders correspondence of but little or no account, and no matter
however great may be the interest or excitement
prevalent at this or any other portion of the world,
we are compelled to remain ignorant and uncared
for, and our present unpleasant situation must consequently continue until a change, or a new arrangement can be perfected in communication between this and other ports on the Pacific.
Our present situation is one of excitement and
destitution. The merchants, in laying in their supplies, have come far short of the requisite amount
necessary to meet the demand caused by the accession to our population and the disappointment
in the transportation arrangements and were it not
for the small quantity of provisions that are occasionally condemned and sold at auction at the military post, we should find our situation still more
grievous and destitute. And under circumstances
like present, prices seem to be not at all heeded;
and at the present time provisions and clothing
cannot be procured on private terms even at any
price.
The excitement that prevails here in regard to
the successful mining operations that are now going on along a small brook that passes through
town, is rapidly increasing. When Port Orford was
first settled, mining was commenced, but not with
success, and consequently it was wholly abandoned; but the more recent discoveries have convinced all to whom the facts have become known,
that large quantities of gold will soon be produced
from the region adjacent to this place.... Clinton"
Alta California, May 14, 1853

"For Red Bluffs. The little steamer Daniel Moor
left her dock for the upper Sacramento on Tuesday morning, loaded down almost to the guards
with freight. The trade of that region is very large.
Several small steamers in addition to the Daniel
Moor, are engaged in it, and make regular trips
with profitable cargoes."
Alta California, May 26, 1853
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"New Road from San Jose to Mariposa.

travel would pass over the road, benefitting both
the city and valley of San Jose materially, and have
a tendency to settle up this valley faster, and start
agriculture in the smaller valleys in the mountains... "

We find in the Santa Clara Register of yesterday the following sketch of a new route recently
discovered and now opening between San Jose and
the mouth of the Merced, in the upper San Joaquin
Alta California, May 28, 1853
valley. It will be read with interest by all interested in the facilitating of inland communication
between populous and important sections of Cali- Sears' Diggings
"From the Marysville Herald we make the folfornia:
lowing extracts from an interesting letter dated
We left San Jose on the 5th, and reached the
San Joaquin at Hill's Ferry, a little below the junc- Sears' Diggings, May 21st:
'It would be impossible for me to describe the
tion of the Joaquin and Merced, in 10 days- taking a wagon the whole way. Our animals being change that has taken place here within the past
too tender footed to recross the mountains, we re- few days.... you would think we had a young kingturned through the Pacheco Pass. We had deter- dom up here in the high mountains. Some two or
mined before setting out to take and keep as near three new stores have recently been opened, and
an East course as possible-- supposing it to be the the ladies can now procure anything for their toiproper direction from San Jose to Mariposa. A let, from a cambric needle to that more indispensgood road could be made on our trail, but from the able article -- the mirror.
'The miners are now in their glory, many a
appearance of the hills and ravines on both sides
of the glittering oro is taken out every day
pound
of our trail, and the country we have passed over, I
am confident that a better and more direct route within sight of this (St. Louis) town. New claims
can be found-- one that will cost much less and be are being opened, constantly, but few of them failshorter. There is no doubt but that a good stage ures. ... We are not making from thirty to seventy
and wagon road can be made from San Jose to the dollars per day, but I should think we were doing
mouth of the Merced, within the distance of fifty better than they are at Gibsonville, where your
miles English; and from the latter point on to Mari- correspondent, W.S.B., declares they are making
posa there is no difficulty existing in the way for a that amount."'
Alta California, May 30, !853
road.
The Mariposa mines are said to be 35 miles "Sacramento News.
from the mouth of the Merced, which, with fifty
The lands throughout the county are rapidly
miles on to San Jose, and 55 miles from San Jose taken up of late under pre-emption claims and valuto San Francisco, will make it less than 150 miles able improvements commenced upon them. ...
from Mariposa to San Francisco, making San Jose
A gentleman just down from the vicinity of
25 miles nearer than Stockton and San Francisco Colusi, states that the settlers are still laboring unbut 25 miles farther.
der a great excitement, anticipating a force of U.S.
Should the road be made, it would build up the troops being sent to enforce the injunction against
city of San Jose -- be of great advantage to this cutting timber. ...
valley, and highly beneficial to Mariposa, the mines
The six business firms who left this city for
and the country through which the road will pass. Sutterville are already said to be sick of their barThe agriculturalists of this valley would receive a gain, having ascertained that the prominent firm

much better price for their produce, the merchants in inducing them to leave, were interested in the

of San Jose could open and carry on a large trade
with the merchants of Mariposa, and the miners
get their stores at a reduced cost. Also a very large

first project of establishing the place, and had acted
selfishly in their persuasions .... "
Alta California, June 5, !853
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SAN FRANCISCO'S DISAPPEARING CLAMSHELL
by Dale Forster

Figure 1. SHIP 6 in Clamshell

Fred Gregory's March 2002 article in this journal, "San Francisco Clamshell 6 Marking Revisited, New Bookends" is an important contribution
to the literature. Gregory shows that marking I
will call the SIDP 6 in Arcs (my figure 2A) is a
late state of the SIDP 6 in Clamshell (my figure
1). This article illustrates a third state of the marking, and extends Gregory's "bookends".

Figure 2A
Gregory Cover

The SHIP 6 in Clamshell device (figure 1) is
known used from 18 February 1850 (cover illustrated in Gregory's article) until at least mid-1860.
Usages from 1860 are sometimes very clear strikes,
and the metal device does not seem to have worn
significantly in 10+ years of use. But in late 1860
something happened to the device, resulting in .the
strike on Gregory's 19 December 1860 cover (figure 2A), which is also illustrated in Coburn's Letters of Gold on page 339. Gregory did not report
that the American Stampless Cover Catalog. Volume II, Fourth Edition, 1987, illustrated a very
similar marking (figure 2B) on page 86. Gregory
also did not report that John Mahoney, in San Francisco Postal Markings 1847-1900, published in
1992 as a La Posta monograph , illustrated a similar marking (Figure 2C). Quite possibly the
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Stampless Cover Catalog illustration is from the
Gregory cover, but the Mahoney illustration looks
to be from another cover -- although Mahoney's
illustrations are not tracings or scans so are not
always precise. Until Gregory's article no one had
realized that figures 2A, 2B and 2C are later states
of the SHIP 6 in Clamshell.
The latest state of the device (figure 3) shows
no trace of a border around SIDP or any trace of a
clamshell. It is not clear if this state was the result
of further wear or was produced intentionally by
cutting away part of the metal device. I have now
seen four examples dated between 26 January 1861
and 7 June 1861 (figure 4). Gregory's article refers to a 30 May 1861 cover described in Dr. Scott
Polland's 1968 article in Western Express, which

Figure 2B
American Stampless Cover Catalog

Figure 2C
Mahoney Book
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Figure 3.
Latest state of the marking

is undoubtedly another example. Now 7 June 1861
becomes the latest date for the so-called Clamshell
6 device.
The Postal Act of 27 February 1861 lowered
the ship letter rate to the port or entry to five cents,

making the SHIP 6 marking obsolete. The earliest
example seen of the new SHIP 5 marking, however, is 3 July 1861. It is illustrated in Coburn's
Letters of Gold on page 339.

Figure 4.
Melbourne, Australia, 18 March 1861
!conium to San Francisco, 7 June 1861
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Letter to Oregon City
from Dale Wilson
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An example of the Alternate Sea Mail between San Francisco and Portland in 1854.

The small ladies' cover illustrated above required sleuthing to determine its date of
mailing. The envelope is manuscript cancelled in New Marlboro, Massachusetts and
directed to Dr. Steele for Mrs. H.H. Steele in Oregon City, Oregon (Territory), but the
year date is not indicated. Research has yielded the following information:
Dr. A.H. Steele, M.D., was married to Miss H.H. Bladder in Oregon City on August
8, 1854. The prepaid six cent postage rate for over-3,000 mile delivery was valid from
June 30, 1851 until Aprill, 1855, so the mailing date was October 10, 1854. This was the
only October 10 after the Steele's marriage and prior to the last day of the six cent prepaid
rate. Dr. Steele came to Oregon from New York in 1849, and was at one time mayor of
Oregon City. Hannah Hooper Blackler Steele was a pioneer to Oregon in 1853, according to the Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. 41, 1940.
It was the double rate uncut pairs of Scott no. 11 of this nature on letters that enabled
Dr. Chase to do his classic plating of this stamp. The railroad across the isthmus of
Panama was not completed until later in 1855, so this cover traveled at least part of the
distance between Chagres and Panama City by pack train. When it reached San Francisco, it would be sent on by sea to Portland, Oregon Territory, for delivery to Oregon
City, probably on the P.M.S.S.Columbia. The population of Oregon Territory at the beginning of 1855 was probably about 25,000. At this time the Territory extended to the
East beyond Forts Laramie and Kearney on the Oregon Trail, but Washington Territory
had been split off from Oregon Territory on March 2, 1853.
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PACIFIC STAGE AND EXPRESS COMPANY
Printed Frank? Label? Or??
by William W. Sammis

Having mulled over the illustrated item and
picking the brains of a few eminent Western Cover
Society members, I am still perplexed and wish to
request more information from other members of
the Society.
This item was purchased at PACIFIC 97, where
it was purported to be a label from the Pacific Stage
and Express Company. I searched through back
issues of Western Express, as well as Nathan's
works and auction catalogs, to locate further information, but came up with nothing.

The manila paper is of a poor quality, consistent with than used in label production. I would
expect paper of a different (better) quality if this
were a cut square from an envelope on which the
frank was printed.
Could it be completely bogus? The peculiar
use of lower-case letters and the period after "express" raises this possibility. Or, could this poor
work be a reason why the company might have
replaced it with a more professional looking frank,
leading to its apparent rarity?

Clues:
Information that accompanied the piece quoted
If anyone can shed any further light on the subJanet van den Berg, and was annotated "Winter ject, I would like to hear from you. William W.
1985" -- which I suspect to be from an auction Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca NY 14850description. Van den Berg stated that the item was 9653.
found in a 1914 approval book, and the note in
that approval book said, "On1y three copies known;
this is the finest. $27.50."
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A PICTURE OF CALIFORNIA IN 1828
The following is the translation of a letter written by Don Jose Bandini to a distant friend providing information on the
remote province of California. This is taken from a previously published version in the Southern California Rancher. It
provides a very interesting depiction of life in Spanish California, before the discovery of gold in 1848 altered the map
forever. Indeed, the writer says that he believes California has mines, but that their value has not been proven because no
one has bothered to work them. Sr. Bandini also makes no mention of communication -or even roads- between the various
missions and pueblos. Communication with other lands is by ship, and seems to be irregular. He deems San Diego to be the
most important port, but concedes that San Francisco has many advantages and could be made into an important port if
there were any need to do so. He had a high opinion of California, if not of the people who populated it.

Puerto de San Diego,
December 7, 1828
Senor Eustaquio Barron:
You have requested me to describe the condition of this territory - its commerce, products
and population, so I will endeavor to comply with your wishes, requesting you to overlook my
lack of method therein, as my sole desire is not to deviate from the truth. From the time of the
first settlements made in the Californias, they were divided into two parts, which were called
"Antigua or Baja California", and "Nueva or Alta California." The former begins at Cabo San
Lucas and terminates at 32 degrees North Latitude. On the East, it is bathed by the Sea of
Cortez - the Gulf of California - and on the South and West by the Pacific Ocean.
The latter, Alta California, begins at 32 degrees North Latitude, extending North to the 42nd
degree of North Latitude. It is bounded on the West by the Pacific Ocean; on the South by Baja
California, on the East by the Great Cordillera or Sierra Madre Mountains; and on the North by
the possessions of the Anglo-Americans.
The information about Baja California that I fould give you would be imperfect, as I lack
accurate knowledge about it, but I have no doubt that it is a rough and sterile country, and very

sparsely populated. The only water in it is to be found at the southern extremity. Its roads are
bad, and it is entirely unworthy of the attention of a traveler.
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Nuevo or Alta California presents objects more worthy of the attention of a geographer; but
I will try to simplify its description as much as possible.
The towns and Presidios are San Diego, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San
Francisco. These places are all conducted under the same system. Each of them contains a
garrison of 100 cavalry and the officers pertaining thereto, besides which each Presidio has
auxiliary forces of infantry and a detachment of artillery. The organization is imperfect and is
scarcely sufficient for its primary object, which is protection from wild Indians. In the immediate vicinity of the Presidios are small forts, which have some pieces of artillery, but actually,
they are quite inadequate, because of their present condition. The Federal Government has
however, commenced to improve this defect. The missions of this territory are twenty-one in
number. Founded at different periods.
That of San Diego - founded in 1769, was the first mission; they have gone ahead consecutively establishing others, up to San Francisco Solano, which is the most northerly, and it was
founded in the year 1822.
All of the missions are under the same system. The form of the buildings is one great edifice
built of adobe, divided according to its needs into living apartments for the missionaries, warehouses, for the storing of accessories, grainaries, a soap factory, a black smith shop, quarters for
weaving, a carpenter shop and in fact, everything necessary for the use of the mission. In
another part are the patios, or quarters for the Indian girls who are not old enough to marry.
Along side the mission is the church, which is a part of the mission building. The Indians live
about 200 varas from the mission, and their habitations are called rancherias. Some of the
Indian huts are of adobe, and others of poles and coarse grass. Opposite the mission and at a
short distance is the little barracks for five soldiers and a corporal, and this force is sufficient to
overpower any rebellion of the Indians. Experience has proven this.
The Missions are directed by Franciscan Monks, and each is administered by one father,
commonly called the Minister. He directs the works in the fields and the harvesting of crops,
and supervises the killing of the animals, and makes all sales and purchases for the mission. In
fact, he transacts all its business without interference from anyone.
The Mayordomos obey strictly the orders of the Minister. Thus if a Mission has the good
fortune to have a Minister who is painstaking and intelligent, its neophytes enjoy an abundance
of the necessaries of life; and the misery and nakedness of a Mission is evidence of the incapacity of its Minister.
In all the Missions there are from twenty-one to twenty-three thousand Indians. The greatest population in any one of these does not reach 3000, and the smallest does not fall below five
hundred souls. In this estimate are not included the Gentiles on lands out side of, and adjacent
to ther mission lands. The number of religious padres which today administer the twenty-one
Missions is only twenty-seven; and most of them are men of advanced age. The Indians are
naturally dirty and lazy. Their heritage is misery, ignorance and stupidity; and their education is
not calculated to develop their reason. It results from this that they cannot be depended upon
away from their missions. Indeed the system of these missions is the most conducive to retard
their mental development, yet to change it suddenly, would cause serious disturbance in the
territory.
All Missions work their possessions in one continuous line, although they do not need the
land for their crops and herds, and in this way they have appropriated nearly all of this territory,
their object being to keep private parties from coming between the Mission grants. This is a
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system which the intelligent people should reform taking suitable means to reconcile all interests involved.
The Indians are weak and lack energy, due to their ancient abuse of the temescal. Pneumonia and rheumatism are common among them, and are the consequences of their habits of life.
The commerce of the ships which resort to this coast is entirely confined to the Missions;
that with private individuals being of little importance. As soon as a vessel arrives in port, the
Captain puts himself in communication with the Minister of the neighboring Mission. The
latter asks for a list of the articles for sale and selects those that are needed, such as iron, steel,
carpenters tools, dyes, hand mills to grind wheat (as this country suffers from a lack of water
power for mills), cotton clothes, thread as well as gaudy-colored bandanas of the cheapest quality, also such articles as may be necessary for the use of Churches, stills to make brandy, and
copper boilers to render the tallow and make soap, kitchen utensils and table ware. All payments are made in hides and tallow, the former bring at this time from fourteen reals to two
dollars each for the larger size, and the arroba (25 pounds) of melted tallow brings the same
price. Any person who calculates on realizing in coin will be grievously disappointed, as money
is very scarce.
The principal industry of the Missions is the raising of cattle, and the yearly output of all the
Missions will not fall short of from fifty to sixty thousand hides per year, and an equal number
of arrobas of tallow. This income is sufficient for their needs, but it could be increased if greater
care was observed in the management of the herds.
The trading of the ships visiting this coast is practically restricted to these two articles. Flax,
wine, olive oil and other crops would if produced on a larger scale, bring better results, but here
they cultivate only for their own bare needs and nothing for export.
The pueblos of this territory are three in number, San Jose, Los Angeles and Branciforte, the
two first named have over one thousand souls each, while Branciforte will not reach two hundred. The two first are governed by their responding Ayuntamientos composed of an Alcalde,
Four Regidores and a syndico; that of Branciforte is subject to the ayuntamiento of Monterey.
The inhabitants of these towns are whites, commonly called 'Jente de Razon.' They are robust,
healthy and generally well disposed. Their occupations are generally the raising of cattle (unless prevented by a lack of land) and a very little agriculture. I verily believe there is not a native
Californian who follows a trade.
The number of whites of both sexes in the territory will not exceed five thousand, including
in all the towns and Presidios. They are mainly descended from a small number of families
which came here from Mexico, some as colonists and some on military service, bringing their
women with them. In the short term of fifty years, they have increased to the number indicated.
Such is the fecundity of marriages, that it is extremely rare to find a family with less than five or
six children, and a great number have over ten and twelve. Very few die during childhood, and
if one reaches the age of puberty, he is almost certain to know his grandchildren. The age of
eighty and a hundred years.is common in this climate, as most of the diseases common to the
white races are unknown among the 'Jente de Razon' and their robust and healthy appearance
bears testimony to the beneficience of the climate.
Unfortunately, few are the men who make any effort to better their fortunes. Riding on
horseback and lounging lazily around is the gamut of their days, and the women bear all responsibility of the house. This lovely being attends to all cares of the household and attends to all
needs of their men and children; and she devotes her spare time to works of utility, to maintain
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them. Even among the poorest 'Jente de Razon' in California, I have not seen one who is not
well clothed; and the white women are, without exception, scrupulously clean and well dressed.
The four ports with shipping facilities for foreign vessels take the names of the four corresponding Presidios. The most commodious and safe port is San Diego, but that of San Francisco could be made one of the greatest, as it has a thousand advantages. In San Diego, as in
each of the other ports, there is already an administrator and an auditor who have charge of the
port. The duties collected, however, are never sufficient to pay the salaries of the officials. To
make up the deficiency, the Missions make loans in grain, hides and cattle, and as these Missions control all branches of business, and are exempt from all taxes, it is not to be wondered
that the public funds are short. The incomes of rhe municipalities are in proportion to population; and you can conceive from this how small they necessarily are.
The products of the animal and vegetable kingdom of this territory cannot be excelled; but
so far there has been no development of minerals, although I have been assured that there are
mines; but for lack of intelligent effort, their value has not been proven.
In this country, there are an abundance of hare, rabbit, antelope, deer, etc., and also leopards, coyotes and bears. Horses exist in such numbers that the rancheros are obliged to surround them in vast herds, and kill them off, with no other object than to save the pastures.
Sheep and hogs also exist in great numbers. Amphibious animals also abound and are of the
finest quality, including fur seals on the sea coast and beaver in the interior rivers. If these
people were more energetic, what great benefit would be derived from such profits! But,
unfortunately, apathy dominates the Califomias, and they will always be the same.
The vegetable products of this country are excelled nowhere. Fruits of all kinds and of the
finest quality are produced. The vine and olive produce good crops, and the woods are full of
oaks and pine trees, while the plains are a magnificent field for the botanist. In short, nature
seems to have striven to perfection (uselessly) in showering its gifts on the Califomias.
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VANCOUVER ISLAND'S CUSTOMS SEAL
by Jack Wallace and Dale Forster

Figure 1. Customs Seal handstamp indicated 5 cents (2 112 pence) Vancouver Island postage paid.

The first handstamp used by the post office in
the Crown Colony of Vancouver Island was a
crown seal reading "CUSTOMS I VANCOUVERS
ISLAND." This article is a study of the use of the
Customs Seal by the post office in 1858 and 1859.
This period coincides with the start of the British
Columbia gold rush and the establishment of a
government post office at Victoria, Vancouver Island.
Gold had been found in the Queen Charlotte
Islands in 1850 and on the Thompson River in
1856, but it was not until the Hudson's Bay Company steamer OTTER arrived in San Francisco with
gold for the mint in February 1858 that the news
spread. At that date the Hudson's Bay Company
at Fort Victoria carried mail without charge for their
employees, and from 1846 had charged "strangers" one dollar per letter. In June 1858 Victoria
installed Alexander Anderson as superintendent of
postal arrangements for the government post office. The first postal regulations were not officially
published until November 1858, but it is clear from
surviving covers that the 5 cent postal tax instituted by Anderson was collected from express com-

panies as early as July 1858. The official currency
of Vancouver Island was pence until1863, but USA
coin circulated freely at an exchange rate of two
cents equal to one pence -- the first postal regulations expressed colonial postage in cents.
In 1858 Vancouver Island had no adhesive
stamps or postal stationery to pay the 5 cent postal
tax, so Anderson made use of a brass seal device
which had been sent from London in 1856 for use
by the Hudson's Bay Company Customs Office.
Impressions are in black ink and show a negative
crown in the center surrounded by negative lettering (figure 1). The device was designed as a seal
to be used on sealing wax, so it is little wonder
that inked impressions of this first "stamp" of
Vancouver Island are seldom clearly struck. A.S.
Deaville's 1928 book calls examples "very rare"
and "seen only on Wells Fargo Express 3 cent and
10 cent stamped envelopes of 1853-55." Robson
Lowe's Encyclopedia, Volume 5, gives the Customs Seal the highest rarity rating, "G - Less than
6 known." Figures 2, 3 and 4 show examples on
Freeman and Wells Fargo envelopes. The next
page shows our census of recorded covers.

Previously published in the Postal History Society of Canada L!2Yiml #112, Dec. 2002
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On Freeman & Co's Express 3 cent USA embossed envelopes
Date

Addressee

Reference

1. 16 Sept 185 8 (docketing)
2. 16 Sept 1858 (docketing)
3. 16 Sept 1858 (docketing)

George W. Tennant, Fort Yale
Geo. W. Tennant, Fort Yale
G. W. Tennant, Fort Yale
Mrs. Howard, San Francisco
Mrs. Caroline Pennoyer, Sixmile Riv. NJ
J.D.P. Teller, San Francisco

(figure 2) Gold Fever p.113
Johnstone Sale, lot 673
Wellburn book, p.19, lot 1008
Gold Fever, p.126
W.F. History Room, S.F.
A. Lichtenstein, partial illustr.
L.P., 1938, p.212

4. (?)
5.

(?)

6.

(?)

On Wells Fargo 3 cent USA embossed envelopes (black printed frank)
Date

Addressee

Reference

1.

Robt. Chandler, San Francisco
Mrs. A. Garrich, San Francisco
James Flanagan, Empire City O.T.
George Locecero, San Francisco

(figure 3) ex-Marc Haas
Eaton, 17 June 1988, #441
H.Mader collection
CAPEX 96, Gems of Canadian
Philately

3.

(?)
(?)
(?)

4.

(?)

2.

On Wells Fargo 10 cent USA embossed envelopes (red printed frank)
Date

Addressee

1. 12 Aug 58 (NY)
2. 13 Sept 58 (?) (NY)
3. 12 Dec 58 (NY)
4. 14 May 59 (NY)
5. 26 May 59 (NY)
6.
7.
8.
9.

13 June 59 (NY)
13 July 59 (NY)
27 July 59 (NY)
27 July (59?) (NY PAID)
10. ? 59
11. 29 Sep (?)
12 (?)

Reference

Wellbum book, p.18, lot 1007
Berthold WF Franks, p.60
LP 1938, p.212
Harmers SF, 3 June 1980, #2180
Robt. Allison, Oriskany NY
Paste-up to GB with three 10¢ atamps
J. Wallace collection (figure 4)
Wellbum book, p.18, lot 1006
Wm. W. Stark, New London Conn.
Johnstone sale, lot 696
Charles Stark, New London, Conn.
Knapp sale 1, lot 1827, Hall
Charles Stark, New London, Conn.
Lowe Encyc. Vol. 5, p.563
W.W. Stark, New London, Conn.
Nutmeg, 5 Sept. 2002 #8084
Wm. W. Stark, New London, Conn.
(Piece to GB - Bristol 15 Jan 1859)
R. Carr, BNAPEX 1969
M. Richardson collection
J. Mickley, Phil. PAw/ Bloods local
Wm. W. Stark (embossed stamp cut out) Zimmerman #203 May 17, '76
Horace Craig, Searsmont, Maine
Hellen Miller, Plymouth NY

Postal Usage with 10 cent USA adhesive stamp
Date
1. 20 May 59 (SF)

Addressee

Reference

Elizzie Smith, East Lyme, Conn.

(figure 5)
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Figure 2. FreeTrUJn & Co. printed frank. This probably originated in Victoria, "Rec'd Sept 16, 1858"

Figure 3. Wells Fargo 3 cent envelope, Pioneer Fraser River Express (Ballou?) Fort Hope to Victoria,
then turned over to Wells Fargo to collect $150 from addressee in San Francisco (undated)
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Some Customs Seal envelopes cannot be dated
with certainty. Some can be dated by docketing or
dated postal cancels of New York or San Francisco.
Wells Fargo came to Victoria in early July 1858,
and their first advertisement dated July 17m appeared in the July 21st edition of the Victoria Gazette. The earliest date seen for a Customs Seal
cover is 12 August 1858 in New York, which means
it was used from Victoria in July 1858. The latest
date thusfar found is 27 July 1859 in New York,
which means June 1859 in Victoria, since letters
from San Francisco to New York took about 30
days whether routed by ship via Panama or by the
Butterfield overland route. So the time period seen
for the post office use of the Customs Seal is about
a year-- from July 1858 to June 1859. The device
continued to be used in Victoria's customs office
for a number of years, and when the Deaville book
was written in 1928 the brass device was still on
hand in Ottawa, where it probably resides today.
The two earliest dated Customs Seal envelopes
(the Craig and Miller Wells Fargo 10 cent envelopes of August and September 1858) have the first
oval Wells Fargo Victoria V.I. oval handstamp, but
subsequent Wells Fargo usages have only the
printed frank and no Wells Fargo hand stamp. Wells

Fargo agents in California and Oregon were given
instructions not to cancel USA postage on envelopes that would later enter the government mail
(see Forster's Oregon Express Companies, p. 27).
Probably Victoria's agent got the same instructions
and stopped using Wells Fargo cancels on envelopes that would enter the USA mails in San Francisco or New York.
In conclusion, our census of Customs Seal covers proves they are not quite as rare as earlier authorities had believed. The 1944 Knapp auction
catalog calls their example "one of two known."
Robson Lowe's 1973 Encyclopedia, Volume V,
records "less than six known. In the 1980s Gerald
Wellburn postulated there were about a dozen
known. Our census of 23 examples is not the final
word, but it is a significant improvement upon earlier predictions. Of the 22 express usages, three
are to mainland British Columbia, six to the USA
west coast, eleven to the USA east coast, and two
to the United Kingdom. It is interesting that no
covers are known to Canada or the Maritime Provinces, which is undoubdedly because most of the
first wave of miners came from the west coast of
the United States. Many of these Americans had
families in the eastern United States, which acII

Figure 4. Wells Fargo 10 cen.te,;~elop·e -~ed ~-p~~t-~f;;·p~~te=~p:
40 cents USA postage underpays 58 cent double rate to UK (May 28, 1859 arrival)
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Po~tal usage from

Victoria to San Francisco, SF CDS of20 May, 1859

counts for those directed there. Wells Fargo and
Freeman took their printed frank envelopes to the
Victoria post office before use, and prepaid 5 cents
for Anderson to apply the handstamp to each envelope. Note also that the three Freeman & Co.
Tennant correspondence envelopes to Fort Yale
have 3 cents USA government postage, although
they apparently originated in Victoria and are addressed to Fort Yale, so they never passed through
the USA at all. Probably this is a case of using up
the only printed frank envelopes Freeman brought
to Victoria from San Francisco.
Note that only one cover in the census (Figure
5) is not an express company use. Deaville's book,
on page 164, speculates about the possible postal
use of the Customs Seal: "Possibly used also to
frank envelopes for sale to the public as 'stamped
envelopes' vide A. C. Anderson's notice of 24 No-

vember 1858, regarding the first postal arrangements for British Columbia." Wellburn's 1946 article in Popular Stamps quotes Anderson's announcement in a July 1858 Victoria Gazette: "Envelopes will be stamped (with the Customs Seal)
by the Postmaster at this rate (5 cents) for private
parties and Express offices without distinction."
Deaville, Robson Lowe, and Well burn had not seen
a postal usage however, and the example illustrated
in Figure 5 has not been previously reported in the
philatelic literature. We have seen only one other
postal use cover from Victoria during the July 1858
to June 1859 time period of the post office use of
the Customs Seal. That cover is illustrated on page
17 of the Wellburn book and shows the Vancouver
Island postage in manuscript Exactly why a manuscript rate mark was used rather than the Customs
Seal awaits explanation.
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MAPS
The map section on the following pages shows
excerpts enlarged from three different maps. The
first, on this and the next three pages, is noted "Entered according to Act of Congress in the year 1860
by S. Augustus Mitchell, Jr." It is of California,
with two insets, the one shown below and the other
entitled "Map of the Settlements in the Great Salt
Lake Country, Utah. Note the county boundaries
and the counties of Klamath and Buena Vista.

47.

(J

The next five pages are devoted to the western
U.S. sections copied from a map of Mexico prepared by J. Disturnell and first published in New
York in 1847. This map was referred to in the 1848
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo.
The remaining three pages, from a map annotated as entered on June 1, 1851 by R.A. Eddy,
shows the mining camps of the Yuba and Feather
Rivers tributary to Marysville.
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"ADVERTISED" COVERS
For those letters not picked up at the post office within a reasonable time, the post office would
publish the names of the addressees in the newspaper and apply an "Advertised" marking to the
cover. The Advertised covers shown here were sent in by Basil Pearce some years ago for an article
that never developed.
.. ........ .- ""
,,
~.

.~· I

.

·.." ..

__

,,,.. ....
;
"·

:

}

Front and back of the same 1875 cover, sent from Svendborg Sweden to William M. Smith in San Francisco. He
was not found, but you can't say the post office didn't try. On the front is "Advertised" and "Not Found". The
back contains ten markings, including two circular S.F. Advertised and a carrier marking, as well as a Chicago
"Unpaid" and receiving marks from San Francisco and again from Svendborg when it was returned.

....

...
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This 1879 cover from San Jose to Los Angeles was advertised on June 22, went unclaimed, and ended up
in the Dead Letter Office on August 11. The triangular Dead Letter Office marking is blue-green.

WH. Hawkins may have been a Real Estate Agent, but he couldn't be found in San Francisco.
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SPECIAL DELIVERY
Speedy Service from New Mexico
by Alan H. Patera

This 1935 cover is a testimonial to the efficiency of the U ,S. postal service. It is a letter posted
by E. Doyle in Mountainair, New Mexico, sent
Special Delivery to Jack and Joe Maguire in Corpus Christi, Texas. The destination is about 930
air miles southeast, but this letter did not travel by
air; it went by train, and the back of the envelope
sports three readable and one unreadable RPO
markings to document its route.
Mountainair today is a town of about 1,000
people in the western part of Torrance County. The
initial postal marking is the Mountainair duplex,
killing the 3¢ envelope and the 10¢ Special Delivery stamp, and bearing the date and time of July
11, 1935 at 5 p.m. It was also adorned by an
auxilliary "Special Delivery" and two examples of
the marking, "Fee Claimed by Office of First Address."
Mountainair had the benefit on being on an
A. T.&S.F. line, The letter began its eastward journey and obtained an RMS marking "Amarillo &
Albuquerque" on July 12, showing Tr. 22. At
Clovis, on New Mexico's eastern boundary, it was

Page40

transferred to another A.T.&S.F. train to begin its
journey southeast. This leg of the journey is documented by a "Brownwood & Clovis, South, July
12, 1935" marking. It passed through Lubbock to
Brownwood, where, still on July 12, it was transferred to an eastbound train where it picked up a
"Tr. 78, Temple & San Ang." marking from a train
coming from San Angelo.
The unreadable marking probably accounts for
its final journey, which was most likely south to
San Antonio and on to Corpus Christi by one of
two carriers, the Texas & New Orleans or the Missouri Pacific. The accompanying map shows the
Missouri Pacific route.
The final marking, at the center of the back, is
a date-out duplex showing it was received in Corpus Christi at 1 p.m. on July 13. The letter was 44
hours in transit. Could today's postal service, even
with air transport, do it any faster? Today, sent by
Express Mail, a letter would probably be transported by truck to Albuquerque, flown to San Antonio - or perhaps Houston, and trucked the rest of
the way, with two-day guaranteed delivery.
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Map showing the probable route of this cover from

Mountainair, New Mexico to Corpus Christi, Texas.
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MAIL FROM HAWAII
by Randall E. Burt
Part 11:

Mail from Hart's P.O., Hudsonville and Kaawaloa

Hudsonville in 1857 was a small village lo- able for sale to the public for use on mail sent to
cated in the Onouli land division on the South Kona Honolulu from his mail route way station as a puboverland mail route between Kailua and Kealakea- lic sevice. Honolulu post office ledgers kept by
kua on the west coast of the Island of Hawaii. the Postmaster General lists a postage stamp acMany small volunteer post offices established in count for "Hart's Post Office."
country stores in the Kingdom of Hawaii opened
for a few years and later closed as owners sold out The Hudsonville Post Office
Postmaster Joseph Jackson sent a certificate of
and moved on, without leaving a trace of a postmark. Only through diligent searching of postal appointment as postmaster to Thomas Hudson
archives can some early post offices be located to Paris, Hudsonville, since he initially agreed to "pay
reveal their community service. One of these lost all expenses attendant upon its [mail] transportapost offices was known variously as "Hudson's tion to his place." Paris owned a general store in
Villa," "Hudsonville' and Judge "Hart's P.O." near which he opened a post office way station for the
the village of Kaawaloa, across the bay from convenience of patrons. Jackson wrote Capt.
Preston Cumings, Kealakeakua postmaster on July
Kealakeakua.
20, 1857, to advise him of the appointment and to
request Cumings to "please forward the mail bag
Postmasters of Hudsonville
Thomas Hudson Paris, brother of missionary to him [Paris] after taking out its contents for your
John D. Paris, was involved with many land trans- immediate neighborhood." See Table 1.
Paris may have misunderstood the terms of his
actions in the 1850s around what later became
known as the Onouli land division. The area was commitment to Jackson on obligating himself to
known as Hudson Villa or Hudsonville in the 1850s pay for the mail delivery to his store in Hudsonville.
and 1860s. The land Paris sold to Circuit Judge On August 21, 1857 Capt. Cumings visited JackCharles F. Hart in 1862 later adjoined Henry N. son on a trip into Honolulu to clear up the matter.
Greenwell's property at Kalukalu in 1870. Soon That meeting caused Jackson to write Paris the
after he sold out to Judge Hart, Paris moved to same day to set the record straight. Jackson's letMaui, where he served as postmaster of Waihee ter reads in part as follows:
"Mr. Preston Cumings, being in town, has
from August 23, 1872 to 1878. He died there in
called upon me to make some enquiries in re1893.
lation to the arrangement suggested by you, and
Charles Frederick Hart served as Circuit Judge
agreed to by myself, in regard to the mail gofor Kona and Kau for many years. After Judge
ing from Mr. Cumings' place to your own.
Hart bought the Paris property, general store and
"Mr. Cumings informs me that from his conorange groves, Hudsonville Town became known
versation with you, he inferred that you expect
as Onouli Nui, a village near Kaawaloa. Judge
Hart may have kept his store open from 1862. He
the [Post Office] Department to pay the cost of
transporting the mail between the places in
kept a stock of inter-island postage stamps avail-
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question. If so, you quite misunderstood me.
Your request was, as I understood it: that the
mail bag should be forwarded to you, after having been opened at Mr. Cumings' place and he
taken out the letters for his immediate vicinity
-- and that you would bear any, and all, expense
attendant upon the transportation of the same;
as heretofore -- This was as I understood the
matter, and I write today that though quite willing that the bag should go to your place, should
not feel justified in incurring any expense on
the part of the Department."
Honolulu's newly appointed Postmaster General A.K. Clark wrote Paris on September 26, 1859,
to advise him that "European letters should be
stamped with Haw[aiian] stamps, say $.05c for
single letters, & the rest of the postage will be
charged to your a/c, if your name is on the back
[of each letter], so that we may know whom to
charge the postage. We have no European stamps.
I enclose a table of postages which you will find
in The Polynesian every week.... I shall write to
Mr. Travis to send Kawaihae mail by land from
Kailua to Kealakekua."
That same day Clark wrote Kailua postmaster
J.N. Travis to change the mail carrier route. His
letter reads as follows:
"Mr. T.H. Paris informs me that the mail carrier goes from Kawaihae to Kealakekua by
water. You will please oblige him in future to
go from Kailua to Kealakekua by land, stopping at 'Hudson-ville,' Mr. T.H. Paris' store on
his way, as he will then accommodate more,
the residents of Kona, than going by water."

Mail Misrouted Via Hudsonville
Sorted in the General Post Office, mail was tied

in bundles for each of the overland mail routes leaving from each port of entry post office for inland
routes. Sometimes a few letters accidentally went
into the wrong mail bag and was later explained in
an apologetic letter in response to a complaint, like
the one dictated to his clerk on October 29, 1859
and addressed to Rev. Asa G. Thurston in Kailua,
as follows:

March 2003

"Dear Sir,
Your esteemed favor of the 20th ulto. was
read by me this morning & the contents duly
noted.
It becomes my painful duty to inform you that
your mail matter has been put into the Kailua
Bag purposely, & the reason that occasionally
some of it was missent to Kealakekua was, that
being all directed to the last named place, it
has been difficult to prevent it sometimes from
going into the bag for that place.
The postmaster of Hudsonville can explain
the whole trouble I presume. We have acted
under advice from him. Mr. T.H. Paris informed
the Post Master General that the village of
'Hudsonville' had grown very rapidly of late;
& it was now by far the largest & most important Town in Kona, 'Napoopoo' had declined
into an unimportant village, the only resident
being an old fogy. That the Town of
'Hudsonville' was the center of a large population, & it had become an imperative necessity
that the mail for that place, & suburbs, should
be received with the least possible delay, which
was not the fact. To remedy the difficulty, Mr.
Paris was anxious that the Post Master General
should establish an overland post route between
Kailua&Kealakeakua via 'Hudsonville,' all the
mail to be made up in Honolulu for Kailua, &
forwarded by the Postmaster at that place, to
save the detention of the Kealakeakua mail
while the schooners made the passage from
Kailua to Kealakeakua. The P.M.G. was unable to open the proposed route, having no appropriation from Gov[emment] for the purpose.
Accordingly, Mr. Paris assured the P.M. G. that
the businessmen of 'Hudsonville' (naming you)
would willingly supply the means of
convyance, by subscription, if the consent of
the P.M.G. could be obtained for a change, &
the mail to be forwarded from Honolulu to
Kailua, to be sent overland to Kealakeakua.
The mail was accordingly put up in this office
as directed by Mr. Paris; immediately notice
was received from P[reston] Cumings (Post-
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Figure 1. Honolulu Stamp Account entries for the ruled-border provisionals sent to Hudsonville
postmaster T. Paris in 1859. (P.O. Journal, Archives of Hawai...

master Kealakeakua] to forward his mail as
Mail for Kailua Added
to Kealakeakua Bag in Lahaina
formerly. The correspondence being unimporMore is learned on how mail was sorted en
tant, he did not insist it be hurried through via
route as it went via Lahaina to Kealakeakua as
'Hudsonville,' anticipation being better than
realization with him probably. A dispatch was
PMG Clark wrote Capt. Preston Cumings on October 31, 1859. Masters of interisland schooners
also received from Postmaster Travis on the
took mail bags from Honolulu to the Lahaina postsubject, he evidently was in a deep 'quandary,'
& under intense excitement, the communicamaster en route to Kealakeakua. The Lahaina posttion was read by our 'blind clerk' & duly anmaster was supposed to open the mail bag to add
more bundles of mail for Kealakeakua and then
swered. Another was received, & each reply
adjust the enclosed way bill accordingly. Clark
from our office seems to have acted on him as
a stimulus to 'try again.' In fact, the Postal Arexplained the trouble as follows:
rangements for the district of Kona have now
"Your letter of Oct. 2tst is at hand, and I nobecome so complicated that to put up a mail
tice the trouble I have been trying to remedy is
for that region requires the whole Honolulu Post
not obviated. The Way Bill of mail matter put
Office force, with only a bare hope that it will
up in this office is correct, & I can sweat to it,
ever be received. . .. The directions contained
having put the mail up myself-- with the greatest care. But the Way Bill has proved where
in your letter are intelligible & we shall be overjoyed to follow them. /s/ A.K. Clark, P.M.G."
the mistakes are made. The bag for your place
is opened at Lahaina, & all the mail matter from
Unfortunately, no postmarks or hand cancelled
circular date stamps have been identified on mail
there for your place put in, & forwarded on, &
sent from the Hudsonville post office store of Mr.
the mistakes have occurred there. It has been a
T.H. Paris, appointed as their postmaster from July
matter of great perplexity to me, when we paid
20, 1857. But all of his troubles may not have
more attention to putting up the mail for your
originated at Hudsonville, as Postmaster General
place, (not allowing anyone to do it but myself
A.K. Clark's next letter admits.
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for months which is not the case with other mail
put up in the office), & get more mistakes occurring in your bag than in any other, in fact,
the only one in which a mistake has been made
since my appointment. I have now directed Mr.
Bartow (Lahaina P.M.) to put up the mail sent
from his place in one package and marked from
Lahaina, and if made at Lahaina, you will please
inform C.S. Bartow of the fact. It the mistakes
are made in our office, it is impossible to remedy them, as every precaution is taken now, that
can be thought of, to prevent such mistakes."
PMG Clark wrote Bartow that same day to
explain his plan of locating the trouble of mixed
up mail as follows:
"For several months past, Mr. Cumings of
Kealakeakua has been complaining of mistakes
in sending mail matter to his place & we have
been doing our best to remedy the matter without success. In order to discover whether the
mistakes occurred in our office, I at last adopted
the plan of always sending Mr. Cumings a Letter Bill of mail matter put in his bag & attended
to putting up the mail myself, allowing no one
else to do anything about it; but, the mistakes
are as bad as ever, as you will perceive by the
enclosed letter from Mr. Cumings (which please
return). I have come to the conclusion that the
Kealakeakua bag is opened at your office, &
mail matter for Kailua is put into it, being the
only solution I can come to, why island mail
that I can swear never went into the Kealakeakua bag here, should come out of it there.
Please inform me if the Kealakeakua bag is
opened in your office, & if it is, please put up
the mail matter sent from Lahaina in one package & mark it from Lahaina, as I am very anxious to discover where & how the mistakes
which occur in every mail sent to Kealakeakua
do happen & if possible, remedy the trouble.
Mr. Cumings is the only Postmaster who has

complained of mail matter being missent and
directed right. We always send two bags from
this office to Kona, one for Kailua and one for
Kealakeakua."
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Hudsonville Still on Mail Route
Postmaster General A.K. Clark on December
7, 1859 wrote to Postmaster [Rev.] W.C. Shipman,
District of Kau, to improve the mail route from
Hilo to Kailua for the residents in his district, as
follows:
"You will please hereafter employ a [mail]
carrier to go to Kailua for your mail, to which
place we shall send all mail for Kau. If you
can without difficulty, employ a carrier to go
through to Kawaihae, calling at Kealakeakua,
Hudsonville & Kailua for the amt. appropriated to Kona & Kau, viz. $52.00 per quarter,
you will please inform me, & I will combine
the two. I am satisfied it would accommodate
the Kona people more than the present arrangement."
PMG Clark wrote Kawaihae postmaster W.F.
Conway to advise him of the Kau mail route change
with the mail from Honolulu being sent 'to Kau
via Kailua instead of Hilo.'
When the newly printed inter-island ruled border postage stamps were sent to island postmasters, a stamp account was opened in the Honolulu
general post office for 'T. Paris,' shown in Figure
1. A list of stamps sent to Hudsonville Post Office, 1860 to 1863, is in Table 2, with some ledger
entries shown in Figure 2.
Hart's P.O., Kaawaloa
Paris sold his general store and orange groves
to Circuit Judge Charles F. Hart in 1862. Hart
owned connecting land in the Onouli land division. After Sheriff R.B. Neville became assistant
postmaster at Hart's general store, it became known
as 'Hart's P.O.' down at the Honolulu General Post
Office. Mail carriage charges to Kaawaloa in February 1865 are detailed in Table 3, and some ledger entries shown in Figures 3 and 4.
Hart's Post Office Closed
On August 1, 1865 Postmaster General A.P.
Brickwood informed Postmaster Hart that he had
stopped paying for mail carriage at Kaawaloa as
of last quarter. His note to Judge Hart at Onouli

Page45

March 2003

Western Express

!:

~d/~~~----~
q:,

./;~// ol./.4~ f. .r..r;

~J· "

_,.

4-

,

~ /.i'/"".

,I

/ o,

17'77

/Pd<~'/

__ _

.r; / '.

c~

///

/./-; cro

·;
I

Figure 2. Hudsonville Stamp Account with Honolulu General Post Office,J860-1863.
(Archives of Hawaii)

may have prompted Hart to close his postal agency
way station at the general store.
"Your order of the 26th of July for eight dollars, being for mail carriage between Kaawaloa
and Onouli for the quarter ending June 30th last,
was presented by Mr. Shields of the 29th ult.
and duly paid.
"By order of the P.M. Gen'l, I beg to inform
you that he declines paying in future anything
more for mail carriage between Kaa waloa and
Onouli."

Kailua and Kealakeakua. Mail carriage and postage charges for Hart's P.O. andKaawaloaP.O. from
February 1865, Tables 3 and 4, are also shown in
Figures 3 and 4.
Sheriff Neville was murdered on October 19,
1868 at the edge of the Kona forest above Kainaliu
Beach, when he went to serve an eviction notice
and arrest cult leader Kaona for trespassing on
government land. A few weeks later Postmaster
Greenwell was directed to close the post office and
turn over all post office property to Kealakeakua
Collector of Custom I Postmaster Alex Smith.
More postal transactions for the Kaawaloa Post
Office are listed in Table 4. Also see "Postmasters
of Kealakeakua."

Kaawaloa P.O. Opened
Henry N. Greenwell operated a general store
at Kaawaloa about 1865, from which he provided
postal service to the community. Sheriff/Postmaster R.B. Neville served at Hart's P.O. and at the Kaawaloa Post Office Moved to Kealakeakua
In November 1868, on written notice from
Kaawaloa P.O., both located in the Onouli Nui land
division along the overland mail route between PMG Brickwood, Greenwell turned over to Alex
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Smith all post office property and stamps for use
at the Kealakeakua post office. Smith kept no
current information on foreign postage rates.
Judge Hart sent two notes to PMG Brickwood in
1869 asking for assistance in forwarding letters.
His first note, dated January 8, reads as follows:
"Will you oblige me by posting the accompanying two letters as paid through and charge
the postage to me? I would not trouble you,
but our postmaster here can not tell me the
amt to be paid on them."
Judge Hart's next note on January 28, 1869
reads as follows:
"I have to thank you for your obliging instructions (per Matt Rap lee) touching on postage to Europe. Please charge the postage on
the accompanying letter to me.

Postmaster Greenwell's Homestead at
Kalukalu (a.k.a. Kealakeakua)
Englishman Henry Nicholas Greenwell settled
in Kona, Hawaii in 1850 where he purchased land
to grow fresh tropical produce, citrus and coffee
as he raised a family. He also started dairies in
the upland forests for butter production. He
bought coffee from local farmers and sold the
award-winning blend of beans in Europe. Well
educated, Greenwell was appointed a Collector
of Customs at Kealakekua Bay. Greenwell's store

was closed at Kaawaloa, probably in 1869 after he
built a stone structure at Kalukalu uphill in the
Onouli Nui land division overlooking the bay, which
he opened in 1870.
Collector of Customs Greenwell, ex-officio
postmaster, turned his general mercantile into the
community post office, then the center of a growing multcultural community surrounded by cattle
pens, a blacksmith shop, carriage houses and a
saddle house. His stone store I post office became
a meeting place where patrons could purchase food,
clothing, household items, farm equipment and
tools.
Before Greenwell opened his store uphill at
Kalukalu, local residents had to make long trips to
the port towns of Hooken a, Kailua and Napoopoo
for supplies. Like many small villages in the islands, Greenwell's multicultural community was
settled by immigrant laborers, many of them farmers and plantation workers from China, Japan, Portugal and Great Britain. Many of these farmers, of
necessity, learned several languages, including the
Hawaiian language. Their varied religions, labor
and community spirit strengthened a growing
economy. They built homes, churches and schools,
raised families and turned Kalukalu into an important commercial outpost. Greenwell died in May
1891.

SOURCES
Postmaster General Letter Books, Archives of Hawaii (AH), Honolulu
Postmaster General Incoming Letters, AH
General Post Office Stamp Account Journals 28, 29, 45, 46, AH
Kona Historical Society, compiler, publisher. A Guide to Old Kona, Captain Cook HI, 1998.
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser, October 24, 1868, reported the murder of SheriffR.B. Neville on
October 19. Microfilm, State Library, Honolulu.
Web site http:/lehua.ilhawaii.net has notes on H.N. Greenwell's Kalukalu homestead.
Research assistance was kindly provided by the volunteer ladies of the Kona Historical Society, particularly information needed to develop sketches of the postmasters. Mary L. Parr very generously
provided a photograph of the old Greenwell store at Kalukalu, for which I am very grateful.
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Figure 3. Hart's P.O . Stamp and Mail Carriage Payments.
(Archives of Hawaii)

Page48

March 2003

Western Express ·

. i.

Ii .
I

Figure 4. Postmaster R.B. Neville served at Hart's P.O. and at Kaawaloa until his death in November
1868. The PMG then merged the office with the Kealakekua office. This page from ledger 46 identifies
Neville at both Hart's and Kaawaloa post offices,1865 to 1868. Archives of Hawaii.
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Table 1. Postmaster Appointments for Hart's P.O., Hudsonville and Kaawaloa
Hudsonville. Named for Thomas Hudson Paris, brother of Rev. J.D. Paris, who built many of the
early churches on the Island of Hawaii. Hudsonville was located on the South Kona
overland mail route in the Onouli land division, between Kailua and Kealakeakua on
the west coast of Hawaii. No postmarks are known.
Thomas Hudson Paris
Charles F. Hart
Richard B. Neville, Asst.

July 20, 1857- July_, 1862
July _, 1862- August 1865
July_, 1862- February , 1865

Kaawaloa. (means "the long harbor") Coastal village in the district of South Kona near Kealakekua
Bay, site of a monument (obelisk) erected to honor Captain Cook.
Richard B. Neville
Henry N. Greenwell, Asst.

February _ , 1865- October 19, 1868 murdered
February_, 1865- November, 1868

Postmaster General A.P Brickwood closed the Kaawaloa post office in November 1868. Greenwell
was directed to turn over all post office property and postage stamps to Kealakeakua Postmaster Alex
Smtih, who die in 1870. Port Collector H.N. Greenwell, ex-officio postmaster, who had constructed a
stone store up hill overlooking Kealakekua Bay, then opened the post office in his new community
general store.

Table 2. General Post Office Honolulu Stamp Account with Hudsonville Post Office
(from the Archives of Hawaii)
Date
.January 1860
April1861
October 1861
August 1862
May 1863
May 1863
May 1863
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Charge I Debit
Inter-island Postage due on 2c Stamps
Stamps
II

II

II

II

II

II
II

II

Debit to Sundries
General Postage
II

Amount
$10.00
5.00
15.00
5.00
4.95
10.00

.21
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Table 3. Mail Carriage, Stamp Account for Hart's P.O., Kaawaloa P.O., 1864-1867
(from the Archives of Hawaii)

Post Office
Hart's P.O.

Hart's P.O.
Hart's P.O.
Kaawaloa
Kaawaloa
Kaawaloa
Kaawaloa

Date I Entry
February 20. 1865
Mail Carriage - to this amt pd by Mr. Hart for mail
Carriage at Kaawaloa, qtr. ending Dec. 31, 1864
Dr. to Gen'l Postage
Feb. 21, 1865- Dr. to 2c Haw. stamps sent this day
March 26, 1866- Dr. to 10 sheets 5c Haw. stamps
Dlvd to R.B. Neville today.
Sept. 20, 1866- Dr. to 10 sheets 2c Haw. stamps
forwarded per KILAUEA per order J. Smithies 24th
December 22, 1866 - Dr. to 20 sheets 2c stamps
forwarded P.M. p. his order 19th inst.
November 16, 1867 --Dr. to 20 sheets 2c stamps
forwarded P.M. (R.B.) Neville p. KILAUEA

Amount
$8.00
8.00
.53
7.47
25.00
10.00
20.00
20.00

Table 4. Honolulu Stamp Account with Kaawaloa Post Office, 1868.
(from the Archives of Hawaii)

Date
July 6, 1868

Sept. 30, 1868
Oct. 10, 1868

Entry
Dr. to 20 sheets 2c stamps dlvd to Mr. (Alex) Smith
Dr. to Cash for amt to balance ale
Dr. to 20 sheets 2c stampw forwarded P.M.
per order 6th inst.

Amt.
$20.00
20.00
20.00

Kealakeaku or Kealakekua?
The Hawaiian place name Kealakeakua dropped the third "a" about 1857,
thus becoming Kealakekua. However, this name change was not consistently
applied at the time, and both spellings are seen. This inconsistency is perpetuated in this article, the spelling rendered as it was in the source referenced
for that portion of the article.
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