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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 
e-mail: patera@teleport.com 

This issue is the antithesis of the last one. If 
you'll recall, the March issue featured numerous 
short items covering a wide variety of subjects. 
This issue has two main articles, plus the regular 
features. 

How many of you have ever heard of the 
"Reeside Buggy Mail" between California and 
Oregon in 1865? Dale Wilson's article tells you 
about this ill-conceived idea as he continues the 
story of the evolution of the mail route to Oregon, 
bringing into the period of the first railroads in Cali
fornia. Randy Burt's series on the post offices of 
the big island of Hawaii tells the story of Kailua
Kana. 

Next issue 
Next issue we will do something that has not 

been done before - Western Express will have a 
guest editor. Michael Mahler has consented to do 
the September issue. He has had several articles 
featured on our pages, the most recent one being 
on the Sutro Tunnel. I have no doubt that he'll do 
a good job. By doing this, yours truly will have a 
few extra summer weeks to pursue some personal 
projects, perhaps fitting in an additional field ex
pedition to some outstanding location in the Ameri
can West. 

I have sent Mike some material for this issue, 
and he is planning on writing an article himself; 
but no doubt he could use additional material. If 
can help fill the September issue, please contact · 
him directly at 2721 2nd St. #205, Santa Monica 
CA 90405, or e-mail him at: 

mikemahl@worldnet.att.net. 
If he has anything left over, it will come back 

to me for use in the December issue. There is a 
continuing need for 3 to 8 page articles on any as
pect of Western postal history. 
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Western Cover Society Officers 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Directors at Large: 

Past President 

President's Message 

Edward A. Weinberg 
Robert J. Chandler 
John R. Drew 
Oscar M. Thomas 
Dale E. Forster 
Howard Mader 
Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
Irwin Vogel 
William C. Tatham 
Michael J. Rainey 

The 2003 breakfast was a success, as usual, as 
Dick Salz performed his usual miracle, and every
body enjoyed the breakfast. 

At the meeting I announced two new life mem
bers: Jack R. Hughes, H0047, and William T. 
McGreer, H0446. 

Michael J. Rainey was thanked for his two 
years of service to the Society. 

Edward Weinberg 

CLASSIC 
STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 

Stanley M. Piller 
& Associates 

3351 Grand Ave.. 
Oakland CA 94610 

(510) 465-8290 
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Secretary's Report 

New Members 
# 1277 Marvin K. Garnson 

979 St. Marys Ln. 
Santa Barbara CA 93111-1034 
Collects: Aruma covers, Stampless 

covers, Navy & Coast Guard covers 

#1288 Mathew Bennett 
601 Washington Ave. 

The Penthouse Suite #401 
Baltimore MD 21204 
Dealer 

Board Meeting, April 26, 2003 
held at WESTPEX in San Francisco 

Approved: to reorganize our Website, and to 
index all the Western Express articles on stamps 
and covers for the Website. Dale Wilson and Os
car Thomas are committee co-chairmen. 

We wish to encourage additional advertising 
in Western Express. Dale Forster is committee 
chairman. 

A proposed book on Hawaii mail was dis
cussed. 

Ed Weinberg and Bill Tatham will revise the 
contract procedures for publishing of books by the 
Western Cover Society. 

We are going to catalog fraudulent material, 
inventory it and prepare the information for the 
Website. 

The Directors voted: 
to give each director an extra copy of West

ern Express to give away, to create interest in the 
collecting of Western covers. 

to set up procedures for the Basil Pearce 
award. 

to be a sponsor ofWESTPEX in the future. 
Honorary memberships were awarded to Jack 

R. Hughes and William T. McGreer 
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John Drew, 
Secretary 
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If your passion is postal history, La Posta 
should be part of your library. Editor Richard W. 
Helbock has published La Posta for 33 years. It 
contains a wealth of research, news, and information 
on all aspects of American postal history. And, at 
$20/year, many consider us to be the best bargain In 
postal history today. 

Recent Articles have included: 

•:• Montana Territorial Postmarks 
tiy W. Shellen & F. Dunn 

<• Early Air Mail and Aviation In Southern 
California (Parts 1-6) by Don L Evans 

.;. William Carey Brown's Letters from Fort 
Klamath, Oregon 

Auctions are another reason many subscribe to our 
journal. La Posta conducts regular mail auctions of 

500-700 lots submitted by our subscribers, available by 
catalog and online. 

Sample Copy: Send $3 to La Posta, 33470 Chinook 
Plaza, #216, Scappoose, Oregon 97056, or use PayPal. 

Visit our website at www.la-posta.com 

ARIZONA - NEW 
MEXICO 
'POSTAL 
l·:nsTORY 
s·octETY 

Seeks New_Merribers, Who Seek New 
Material, New lnfonnation and New 

Friepds 
DUES $1·a··.Annually 

Receive -rile Roadrunner" 
. . periodic neWsletter . 

Trade Ouptlcat9S' at Winter Meetings 

Contact: Thomas K. 
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane, 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
' or 
Peter~ll. 4523 E. 
Mountain VIew Dr., 
Phoenlx,lrZ. 85028. 
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The California Gold Rush 
A Sesquicentennial Tribute 

compiled by Alan H. Patera 

We continue this series on the California Gold Rush with excerpts relating to mails, expresses, transporta
tion and settlement from the San Francisco newspaper Alta California from June to September 1853. 
There must have been a letter from "Peregrine Pilgrim" that I missed, covering his travel from Mokelumne 
Hill to Angels Camp, but going back over those papers I sure didn't see it. This leg of the trip would have 
taken him through Chili, San Andreas and Fourth Crossing, as well as giving a description of Angels 
Camp. His journeys give a good representation of travel at that time. 

Later from Deseret 
Arrival of the Salt Lake Mail at Sacramento 

Affairs Among the Mormons 
Mr. E.L. Bernard arrived in the city yesterday, 

from Great Salt Lake City, with the U.S. Mails, 
having left the Valley on the 15th of May. Mr. B. 
has made a remarkably quick trip- he encountered 
but little difficulty, and reports the snow as rapidly 
disappearing from the mountains. By this arrival 
we are placed in possession of files of the Deseret 
News down to the 14th of May. 

Brigham Young, GovernorofUtah, has issued 
a proclamation from the city of Provo, ordering 
the raising of a company to put down a horde of 
Mexican and other outlaws who are infesting the 
settlements, and stirring up the Indians to make 
aggressions upon the inhabitants ... 

The April mail from Independence arrived on 
the 7th of May. A great portion of the mails from 
November were left at Laramie on account of the 
scarcity of horses and mules. From the freezing 
and starving the past winter, there could not be 
enough procured to bring the whole mail, but ar
rangements were made for the transmission of the 
remainder ... 

Mr. Bernard has furnished the News with the 
following interesting letter, detailing his outward 
trip to the Great Salt Lake City. 

G.S.L. City, April 18, 1853 
The mail left Sacramento on the 16th of March, 

for this place - was taken to Hangtown same day 
by stage; left next morning on pack animal, for the 

head of the South Fork. About 40 miles from Hang
town the snow became so deep that our mule had 
to be sent back, when it became necessary to put 
the packs on our backs from thence to Carson Val
ley, (70 miles distant,) over the summit of the Si
erra Nevada, through snow banks 20 and 40 feet 
in depth. With untiring effort, and almost super
human endurance, we reached our post in Carson 
on the 21st. 

On the 23rd, our party, (consisting of eight, all 
well mounted and equipped,) commenced our jour
ney for this point. 

At the Deseret we met a band of Indians; bar
gained with two of them to accompany the mail; 
one came with this party, the other is to come with 
the next. Also made arrangements with a whole 
family of Indians (who were to leave the next day 
for our trading post) to live with us to herd our 
stock, and make themselves generally useful; we 
in return to feed and clothe them, and make pre
sents to their friends. 

We saw a great many Indians on the road, and 
had talks with them all. We bestowed small pre
sents, and gave them food. They were mostly all 
naked. We promised them presents on our return. 
They appeared much pleased, and are anxious to 
be on good terms with the whites. At one time we 
were in a company of some 200 of these poor be
ings, all of whom appeared perfectly friendly. The 
upper tribes, when they found that we had an In
dian with us, were overjoyed; we could never give 
them sufficient time to finish their talk. Nothing 
but a pacific course towards these Indians is nee-
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essary to secure their friendship. Such is to be our 
policy. 

The waters of the Humboldt were never higher; 
all the tributaries are swimming. The Indians' 
horses have mostly all perished in the snows. All 
the mountains are covered with snow; conse
quently, the waters will keep up for a long time. 
We not only had to swim every stream, but to wade 
through extensive bottoms for miles up to our 
knees, and often our armpits in mud and water. 

Mr. Ferguson and myself left our party on 
Goose Creek, to hasten in with the mail. We found 
but little snow on the mountains. Teams can go as 
far as Goose Creek now, but no farther for a month 
to come. Grass good all the way. 

It is the determination of the mail contractors 
to spare no pains, trouble or expense, in forward
ing the United States mail to and from California. 
They have made such arrangements and adopted 
such measures, that success is inevitable. 

On my return to Carson Valley, we shall start 
out a company to explore a new route, whereby 
300 miles travel can be saved, which will so shorten 
the distance that a failure of this mail cannot hap
pen. 

Alta California, June 12, 1853 

San Joaquin News 
Another Stage Line- Mr. C. Green, the enter

prising proprietor of the Sacramento and Sonora 
line, is about to put on a new line of daily stages 
from Jackson to Sacramento, via Drytown. They 
will leave Jackson early in the morning and arrive 
at Sacramento before 1 o'clock, P.M., or in time 
for the steamer to San Francisco. 

Alta California, June 13, 1853 

San Joaquin News 
River Navigation- Capt. Hally returned from 

a trip up the San Joaquin yesterday, with his little 
steamer, the Frank Pierce. She brought down about 
two tons of freight from the ranches on the San 
Joaquin, mostly new potatoes, and the Captain 
thinks she would do a very good business if the 
flood does not wash out everything on the ranches 
he can reach with his boat. The Frank Pierce has 

Page4 

June2003 

undergone considerable repairing, and now runs 
like a 'scared dog.' She will easily make a trip a 
day to the ranch of Capt. Hally, fifty miles. 

Sacramento News 
Green's line of stages make the distance- one 

hundred and five miles - between Sacramento and 
Sonora, in fourteen hours. 

The Marysville and Nevada Plank Road Com
pany is at length organized, and subscription books 
opened. 

Alta California, June 15, 1853 

Letter from the Mountains 
A Journey into the Interior 

Mokelumne Hill, June 16, 1853 
It was precisely four o'clock on Monday 

evening last when the pilgrim's staff tapped the 
floor of the good steamer Senator, bound for Sac
ramento, a place which it had never fallen to his 
lot to visit. Everything like comfort was mine on 
board this boat, and on the morning of Tuesday I 
first set foot on Swamp City. 

Here I tarried for a day and to give my impres
sions of the place I should say that it was, for its 
age and adversities, truly a great city, and one of 
the greatest evidences of the indomitable energy 
and resources of the Yankee character that the 
world has ever witnessed. Here was a perfectly 
dead flat plain, with the water at the time nearly 
up to a level with the city, with very small natural 
advantages, in fact with the worst possible physi
cal geography as regards the immediate neighbor
hood, and yet within six months of the time after it 
was almost entirely burnt out, which disaster was 
immediately followed by a flood nearly as disas
trous, we see a great city with several substantial 
fire-proof buildings, and the people are making 
extensive preparations to build many more of the 
kind, and all apparently doing a good business, 
contented and in high spirits. This proves clearly 
two things: first, the spirit and energy of the people, 
and the great necessity of a large commercial city 
to meet the wants of a great interior population. 
Though some fine buildings have been erected, the 
generality of them are inferior to what I expected 
to find. The wooden buildings are nearly all of 
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one story and are cheap structures, evidently de
signed for a temporary purpose. Other and more 
substantial frre-proofbuildings will be built, doubt
less, so soon as the people have a little more breath
ing time to recover from the effects of their late 
misfortunes ... 

At three o'clock on Wednesday morning the 
unwelcome word 'stage waiting' aroused me from 
a refreshing slumber, and in a few minutes I was 
perched on the driver's seat of one of 'Charley 
Green's' fine coaches, and though I cannot say 'there 
was four white horses was drivin' on the lead,' yet 
four handsome bays as one would wish to see were 
soon sweeping us over the ground towards this 
place and Sonora in gallant style. 'Away with a 
whiz and a roar and a rattle' we passed out of the 
city, with the stage loaded down with passengers 
as full as it could carry. This line of stages had no 
existence three months ago, having first been put 
on the route in April. Up to that time it was a ques
tion whether a stage road could be made between 
Sacramento and Sonora, yet now there is a fine 
line of daily coaches running through in fourteen 
hours, loaded down with passengers. Enterprise 
in this instance has met with deserved success. 

Leaving Sacramento, we passed over a fine 
country of excellent land, already in a high stage 
of cultivation. Fields are fenced off in small 
patches, showing that great value is attached to 
them; and as we got out we find fine, large fields 
of barley, oats and wheat just in the milk. Some 
fields are already fit for the harvest, and the work 
has already commenced. 

After a brisk ride of one hour and twenty min
utes we reached the Twelve-Mile house, where we 
got a miserable breakfast of salt mackeral and 
saltier ham, with thick coffee to moisten the thirst
provoking food. After leaving this place we came 
on to a beautiful country, where are some of the 
finest ranches I have ever seen. Daylor's ranch, 
on the Cosumne, is as fine a place as the sun ever 
shines on. The land along here is as rich as rich 
can be. Fine shady trees are scattered all about, 
and vegetation grows luxuriant and wanton. At 
this place a fine wire suspension bridge has been 
thrown across the river, which looks as though it 
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might forever bid defiance to floods and freshets. 
As we left the river we passed through the same 

kind of country for several miles, traversing the 
lone Valley, which for richness of soil, and all 
things essential to a rich agricultural region, is not 
excelled by any valley of its size in the country. 
Passing on, we reached the thriving mining town 
of Jackson a little after 11 o'clock. Here I had no 
time to stay, but I learned that the place was fast 
improving, and that when it was supplied with 
water, it would admit of the employment of a very 
large mining population in the vicinity. 

From Jackson to this place is as hilly and 
pokerish a country as it is pleasant to ride over in a 
coach with six fleet horses. At this place we ar
rived about one o'clock. A description of this place 
and its improvements I must defer to another let
ter. This is already too long. 

Peregrine Pilgrim. 
Alta CalifornUJ, June 18, 1853 

Sacramento News 
from the Marysville Herald 

The Beckwourth Route. - About seventy-five 
men, as we learn through Fargo & Co., are engaged 
between Beckwourth Valley and Bidwell's Bar, 
opening the immigrant road from Carson Valley 
on the Beckwourth route. Bridges are being built 
and every preparation made to draw the immigrant 
trains on that route. A very large portion of the 
immigrants last year came on that route, notwith
standing the imperfectness of the road. The ranch 
proprietors, all along the route, have entered into 
an arrangement to throw open their pasture fields 
to the immigration. The snow has alost disappeared 
along this road, and long before the immigration 
shall arrive it will have disappeared entirely. 

Alta CalifornUJ, June 19, 1853 

Letter from the Mountains 
Matters around Columbia 
Improvements in Sonora 

The Sonora Herald 
Water Companies and Mining Projects 
The road from Angell's to the Stanislaus is ex

ceedingly hilly, although it winds around the moun
tain in a way that very much increases the distance. 
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But, hills or no hills, the time must be made on 
this route, and we whirled along at a whizzing pace 
in the cool of the evening, reaching the river about 
sun-set, which, owing to the hot weather of late, is 
now very high, and at the place we crossed is very 
swift and narrow. I had no time to stop at Carson's, 
through which we passed, but from the observa
tions I could make as I rode along, concluded that 
these once famous and rich diggings had petred 
out, as they say in Wisconsin. There seemed to be 
but few miners about, and altogether the region 
appeared deserted. 

After I left the river, I found increased signs of 
prosperity, as the miners' cabins were to be seen 
on every side, and after it got to be dark we could 
see the lights glimmering in the gulches, the min
ers preparing to work during a part of the night 
and lay by during the middle of the day. We wound 
along among the hills till we reached the summit 
of the dividing ridge, when we whirled along gayly 
into Columbia. 

This is the residence of your correspondent 
'Mountaineer,' and I shall therefore have little to 
say about the place, except that the miners are said 
to be doing remarkably well, and better on an av
erage than ever before. But the town is delapidated, 
'deserted and drear.' You may walk from one end 
of it to the other and hardly meet a dozen people, 
and about two houses out of three will be found 
unoccupied. The town appears as though it had 
been built on speculation, and that the population 
residing in the vicinity were not sufficient to jus
tify such extensive building. But though the town 
appeared to be somewhat of a 'deserted village,' I 
was assured that the miners around were prosper
ing finely, and one evidence of it was that they 
were all at work, and none of them loafing about 
the town. But I leave Columbia in charge of 'Moun
taineer.' 

On the 19th I took the stage for Sonora and 
here I now am among well known scenes and sur
rounded by 'the old familiar faces.' ... It has been 
nearly three months since I was here last, and I 
can hardly believe when I see it, the improvement 
that has taken place. At the lower end of town, in 
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the vicinity of the City Hotel, the town has about 
doubled since I left. The large block of adobe build
ings erected last season by Mr. Huntington has been 
so much improved as to hardly be known as the 
same. Galleries have been thrown out in front, the 
inside has been entirely remodelled and refitted, 
and the roof has been so effectually guarded that 
no danger for the future need by apprehended that 
it will ever be affected by the winter rains. 

Messrs. Page, Bacon & Co. have purchased the 
stone building erected last year by Dr. Gunn and 
have commenced the banking business. This build
ing is the best in California, out of San Francisco. 
It is built of a superior kind of granite, the corners 
being of white marble. It is not yet completed, 
though the workmen are now engaged in carrying 
up the third story and will soon have it finished. 
Adams & Co. are about commencing a large brick 
building nearly opposite this for their own use and 
occupancy ... 

There are many other objects of interest here, 
worthy of notice, but my letter is so long that I 
must close. Tonight I go to Montezuma, where 
Mr. Lamb, agent of the opposition line of stages 
engages to take me on board; thence I proceed to 
Stockton and Benicia, to watch the doings of the 
great Democratic Convention. 

Peregrine Pilgrim 
Alta California, June 26, 1853 

Letter from the Mountains 
A Journey from Sonora to Benicia 

What the Pilgrim Sees 
Benicia June 21st 1853 

I left Sonora on Sunday evening last and 
reached Jamestown a little after sunset. This camp, 
like most others I have recently visited, is rapidly 
improving, and many new and excellent buildings 
are in the process of erection. The diggings in this 
neighborhood have always been good, and at this 
day they are as good, almost, as ever ... 

From Jamestown to the Montezuma House I 
was obliged to take my own conveyance, viz: my 
own legs and staff. At this house I had engaged to 
be early in the morning for the purpose of taking 
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the stage. I was there in ample season and was on 
the look out when the old line of stages past [sic: 
passed]. But I was not a little surprised when I 
learned that the opposition stage was not to pass 
this place, having taken the new road for the first 
time that morning. So I hurried back to the other 
road and arrived there just in time to intercept the 
stage, and succeeded, after much persuasion, in 
getting on board. The Agent at Sonora had ne
glected through carelessness or design, to put my 
name on the way-bill and as the stage was full the 
driver objected to taking any more on board. But 
I could not think of being left... As it was I got on 
board and we came along the new road by way of 
Byrne's Ferry. 

This is the most delightful road to travel which 
I know of in the State. There is no dust upon it and 
it winds around the hills and through the most beau
tiful and picturesque country to be seen anywhere 
in the Southern Mines. This road leaves the old 
one at a place called New York Tent, and after 
riding over a fine undulating country for about four 
miles, we reach the summit of the hill that over
hangs the Stanislaus. From this point is the finest 
view of wild and picturesque scenery that can be 
imagined. Directly opposite, the Table Mountain 
boldly juts forth at a point many hundred feet above 
the river, and the bluff stands out in bold relief, 
and to the traveller as he passes along it presents 
one of the finest views that the country boasts ... 

At this place a fine suspension bridge is in pro
cess of building. The Stanislaus here is about 300 
feet across, and abutments of solid mason work 
have been built on each side at a great expense, 
and in a manner that they can never be carried away. 
There are natural breakwaters just above the bridge, 
so that no freshet or sudden rise of water can af
fect it. The chains are already stretched across ... 

Leaving the bridge we came along over a fine 
road towards Stockton till we struck the old road. 
We reached the junction sometime in advance of 
the other line of stages, though they had the start 
of us by about half an hour. This proved to my 
mind conclusively that this road was much shorter 
and easier than the old one ... 
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We reached Stockton about one o'clock ... At 4 
o'clock, P.M., I took the dingy, stifled and uncom
fortable boat Kate Kearney. The boat was crowded, 
the waiters saucy and the heat oppressive. But, 
we survived all, and before twelve o'clock we 
reached this place, where with extreme difficulty I 
was enabled to get a bed ... 

Peregrine Pilgrim 
Alta California, June 28, 1853 

Letter from San Diego 
San Diego, July 11, 1853 

... The intelligence from the Colorado River ... 
the loss of the steamer Uncle Sam, employed to 
carry supplies to the garrison of Fort Yuma. The 
former method of furnishing the post will have to 
be resumed - that of 200 miles of land carriage 
with mule teams. This steamer was the first ever 
run on that river, and was lost by being drifted away 
and broken up while undergoing repairs ... 

Most of our citizens are fully impressed with 
the belief that the location of the Pacific railroad 
will be upon the Southern route, and either pass 
through San Diego or be brought within easy com
munication of it; more especially as a favorable 
report will undoubtedly be made by made by the 
officer in charge of the survey, Lieut. Whipple, 
whose residence at San Diego, and whose repeated 
journeys over the route at all seasons of the year 
has given him greater opportunities of becoming 
familiar with its superior facilities as to lack of 
obstacles, and its undoubted advantages in other 
respects, than any other individual would be likely 
to presume. 

C.H.P. 
Alta California, July 15, 1853 

Post Office Matters 
The Post Office has been removed to the Cali

fornia Exchange, corner of Clay and Kearney 
streets, and this large and spacious building is un
dergoing very extensive alteration and repairs, 
which, with the introduction of new furniture and 
fixtures appropriate to the office will soon be com
pleted and arranged. These facilities will secure, 
it is hoped, with proper attention, dispatch and ac-
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curacy in the delivery of letters and newspapers 
sent through the mail. 

In order that the business of the office may be 
properly regulated and attended to, the public are 
respectfully requested to report all causes of com
plaint, either in person or by letter, to the Postmas
ter, or his assistant, for correction. 

Alta California, August 10, 1853 

The Upper Sacramento- Affairs at Red Bluffs 
Red Bluffs, Aug. 30th, 1853 

Messrs. Editors- ... 
The new route from here to Weaverville, and 

thence to Salmon River and Yreka, meets with 
encouragement wherever it is mentioned. Messrs. 
Bishop and Underhill, who left here to survey the 
route, have reported the distance by measurement 
to be 58 miles by the road traveled, thus cutting 
off some 32 miles by the route heretofore traveled. 

The town of Red Bluffs has concluded, after 
consideration, to 'move its boots' a little further 
upstream. Accordingly, buildings of a substantial 
nature are being erected in the town; among other 
things, a commodious public house is being erected 
by some men from the lower country .... 

Alta California, September 7, 1853 

Daring and Heavy Robbery! 
Loss Estimated at $25,000 

(per Adams & Co.'s Express) 
The unpleasant duty devolves upon us of re

cording one of the most daring and successful rob
beries that ever came under our notice. On Mon
day forenoon, the express box of Adams & Co. 
was stolen from the back part of the stage as it was 
on its way from Sonora to Stockton. 

The box contained some $25,000, as it is sup
posed, for it took two men to lift it off the ground. 
The stage driver did not discover the robbery until 
he had reached the river, when he perceived that 
the straps had been cut and all the baggage, &c. 
missing. The plan of the robbery must have been 
shrewdly laid, still the robber cannot fail to be 
caught. - S.J. Republican 

Alta California, September ? , 1853 
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NEW ALPINE COUNTY POSTMARK 
from Henry Lyman 

The above cover was postmarked at Wood
fords, in Alpine County, on May 10, 1879 and sent 
to Mrs. Sarah Gove in Deering Centre, in Hills
borough County, New Hampshire. The blue post
mark has a double outer circle, and the killer is a 
3-ring concentric circle target. The name Wood
fords is capitalized, with lower-case letters. This 
type of postmark was unreported at the time the 

Williams volume on California postmarks was 
published. Moreover, it is the earliest known cir
cular date stamp from this office, as all earlier 
markings from Woodfords have heretofore been 
manuscript cancels. 

The cover was discovered by Henry Lyman, 
who purchased it in a lot of Alameda County cov
ers. Nice find! 

· Woodfords, CaJ. 
~~()~? 

. ALP- 270 

ALP- 280 
.ALP- 260 

ALP- 300 
. ALP- 290 
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THE OREGON TO CALIFORNIA TRAIL 
California Segment 

Part 3 

Major Overland Transportation and Communication Route 
connecting Portland, Oregon and Sacramento, California 

Emphasis on Postal History 

by Dale Wilson 

The September 15, 1860- October 1, 1867 Period 

California Stage Company September 15, 1860- October 1, 1865 
The Pioneer Stage Company, owners, change the name to 

The Oregon Stage Company October 1, 1865- June 30, 1866 

Henry W. Corbett, owner, operates 
The Oregon Stage Company, July 1, 1866- October 1, 1867 

The Sacramento Valley Railroad and California Central Railroad 
October 13, 1861- October 1, 1867 Sacramento to Lincoln, California 

In recent past issues of Western Express the 
development of the Oregon to California Trail and 
its postal use from Indian foot path to continuous 
stage route has been discussed. This has included 
the commencement of daily stage coach transit in 
both directions, carrying passengers, mail and ex
press matter between Sacramento, California and 
the Oregon boundary. During the period that postal 
matter was transmitted on this general route 
through September 15, 1860, there were various 
carriers, routes, methods of conveyance, and fre
quency of scheduled delivery. An attempt has been 
made to relate the vagaries of mail service to some 
surviving covers. 

During the period of the California Stage op
eration, the first shortening of the long route for 
continuous stage coach transit was made when the 
first railroads in the West took over the movement 
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of mail between Sa<..Tamento and the new town of 
Lincoln, in Placer County at the south end of the 
route. At the end of 1867, these railroads were 
taken over by the Central Pacific Railroad, setting 
the stage for rail expansion northward in the fol
lowing decades, which further shortened the stage 
coach route to the end of the rails. 

One might ask, why did the extension of rail
road lines mean the automatic takeover of mail 
route from the stage coach carriers? The answer 
goes back to the beginnings of the postal system, 
following the first contract for mail to be carried 
by stage coach in 1785, let by Postmaster General 
Ebenezer Hazard. In 1813 Congress declared that 
all waters used for steam navigation would be post 
routes. In 1838, railroad lines were given the same 
status. So stage coach operators knew what to 
expect as railroads extended into their routes. 
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The California Stage Company 
September 15, 1860 to October 1, 1865 
For over five years, the colorful daily coaches 

of the California Stage Company continued to roll 
north and south carrying passengers and mail. 
They wisely started their Sacramento to Portland 
daily service at the end of Summer in 1860, which 
gave them all Autumn to perfect their operation 
before the rigors of wet and snowy weather set in. 
It was a good thing they did, because the Winter of 
1860-1861 was one of the most challenging on 
record, even to this day. 

Willard B. Farwell, editor of the San Francisco 
Gazette made the first through trip from Portland 
to Sacrmento and on to San Francisco in 6 1(2 days 
and reported good roads and facilities throughout. 
The mail started on the following day, the 15th of 
September, and came through in the same time. 

Early October saw two serious accidents. The 
first was near Tehama, where a northbound stage 
turned over, throwing ex-Governor of Oregon J.B. 
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Weller from the box beside the driver and bruising 
him. He was travelling for his health, and must 
have seen the irony in the situation. The second 
accident, reported a week later, could have been 
very serious. Again it was a northbound stage, 
passing over a high point in the road while ap
proaching the Tower House, west of Shasta. An 
axle broke, nearly throwing the ten occupants some 
twenty to thirty feet down a near-vertical bank into 
Clear Creek. 

Great rains and snows began before Christmas 
and extended into January 1861, preventing move
ment of the daily stage between Yreka and Shasta 
and between Chico and Shasta. At the first of the 
year there was fifteen feet of snow on Scott Moun
tain. Travel, when possible, remained heavy, of
ten three stages-- one for mail only-- travelling in 
each direction. In spite of the irregular service and 
interruptions, several newspapers contained lau
datory articles, praising the company for making 
every effort to move and care for passengers and 

.· ~ . !: .. ' y' )· 

/J' 

.. ,•I 
This cover was cancelled in the Yreka post office on November 19, 1860 and was carried on the coach of the 
newly inaugurated California Stage Company daily mail. It went south via Scott Valley and the Trinity River to 
Shasta, and on to Sacramento via Tehama and Marysville. From Sacramento it went to San Francisco on the 
daily steamboat. Since it was not marked "via Panama," it would be expected to go overland via Los Angeles on 
the 2,795-mile John Butterfield Overland route, the southern "ox-bow" route. In order to reach Wisconsin it 
most probably traveled from Fort Smith to St. Louis and then north to Wisconsin. The Butterfield Oxbow Route 
was closed to the mails by Texas insurgents in February 1861, two months after the passage of this cover. The 
postmark is Williams S1S-4110, knownfromSept.14, 1860 to July 1,1861 . The stamp is Scott 35, Type V. 
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When John Williams' California Town Postmarks was published in 1997, this was the only known example of 
S1S-4120. The double weight postage was paid by two Scott No. 34, Type V stamps (1857-61 ), cancelled Febru
ary 17, 1861 at Yreka to be delivered to Hall's Corners, New York. It would have traveled the same route to San 
Francisco as the cover shown on the preceding page. It is interesting to speculate upon the route it took leaving 
San Francisco. The existing postal directive would have it go by the Overland route, since it was not noted "via 
Panama." News of the dclosure of the Butterfield Overland Route by Texas troops following Texas' secession 
from the Union may have reached San Francisco just in time to have this letter diverted to the Panama Route; on 
the other hand, it may have traveled on one of the Last- even the very Last- Butterfield stage that made it through 
prior to the closure by Texas troops, in a prelude to the official start of the Civil War on ApriL 12, 1861. 

mail. The Sacramento Union of January 1, 1861 
listed the company with the following on the 710-
mile route: 60 stations, 14 agents, 75 hostelers, 35 
drivers, 500 horses, 28 coaches, and 30 stage wag
ons. 

At the end of Winter, in March 1861, great rains 
came again, raising rivers and creeks to dangerous 
levels and interrupting stage travel. At Tehama, 
the Sacramento River was so fast and high that the 
regular ferry could not be used, and a small boat 
transferring passengers and mail between stages 
on either bank overturned and drownings were 
averted only because passengers and boatmen were 
able to hang on to flooded willows until help ar
rived. Some mail was lost. By early April 1861 
the company was able to start their no-layover fast 
time schedule, seven days through to Portland. 

By midsummer 1861 a reporter for the Sacra
mento Union wrote that the road between Shasta 
andY reka was excellent and that: " ... the road with 
the exception of about 20 miles through Scott Val-
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ley was made by artificial means, crossing Trinity 
and Scott Mountains, each at an elevation of nearly 
3000 feet above the valleys at their base, by a grade 
on each mountain, that will average six miles up 
and six miles down. The road through Trinity Val
ley which although containing some fine farming, 
is little more than a long gorge through the moun
tains - has for some miles been blasted out of solid 
rock and crosses Trinity River over substantial 
wooden bridges with stone abutments as many as 
fifteen times. The immense work in surmounting 
almost impossibilities in road making was under
taken in different sections by different companies 
as a matter of private speculation; then by general 
subscription as a matter of public necessity, aided 
by the State in diverting the poll tax collected in 
the counties through which it passes, but the work 
was finally abandoned by all the parties who had 
undertaken it. The work was then undertaken as a 
private enterprise by the California Stage Com
pany and completed by them after an expenditure 



Western Express 

of over $50,000, the whole work having cost about 
$70,000. This enterprise of the California Stage 
Company has been of immense benefit to the 
people of the Northern part of the State." 

In early November 1861, the first shortening 
of the route over which the California Stage Com
pany carried the mail occurred when the Califor
nia Central Railroad started carrying the mail18.5 
miles between Folsom and Lincoln, California. At 
this same date the northern mail was sent to Folsom 
on the Sacramento Valley Railroad, where it was 
transferred to the other railroad to be carried to 
Lincoln. The California Stage Company contin
ued to run its stages on through to Sacramento for 
passengers to or from way points, but the mail 
changed hands at Lincoln. 

An advertisement in the Sacramento Union of 
November 8, 1861 read, 

CALIFORNIA CENTRAL RAILROAD 
OPEN TO LINCOLN 

Passengers through from Sacramento to Lincoln in two 
hours! Freight through from Sacramento in three hours ... 
persons wishing to visit Sacramento for business or plea
sure can take the 5:45A.M. at Lincoln and arrive in the 
City so as to have from 5 to 6 hours at their disposal, 
returning the same day. 

Running Times of the Trains S VRR and CCRR 
Leave Sacramento 6:30A.M. and 2 P.M. 
Leave Lincoln 5:45 A.M. and 10:30 A.M. 

Freight and Passenger Tariff: Through Passenger $3.00 
Through Freight $4.00/100 pounds 

C.L. Wilson 

Also in the same paper: 
"The California Stage Company have com

menced the work of erecting a stable fifty-two feet 
wide by one hundred feet deep (at Lincoln). It is 
expected that they will have their stages running 
to all other points north and east of Lincoln in about 
two weeks." 

The Winter of 1861-1862 again proved to be a 
wet one. The Sacramento Union of December 9 
reported the road between Shasta and Yreka to be 
"well nigh impossible" and that no mail had been 
received at the post office in Sacramento from north 
of Shasta in over a week. 

The December 12 issue reported the follow
ing: "ACROSS LOTS. On Tuesday morning, De-
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cember 10, the steamer Governor Dana came down 
as far as Eliza on the Feather River over the Sacra
mento Road. The stage for San Juan and Nevada 
(City) with the mails left Marysville yesterday on 
the Sacramento boat for Eliza, at which point they 
were transferred to the road." 

The edition of December 16 reported that the 
Sacramento Valley Railroad was washed out at 
Brighton, and that the train could only get down 
that far from Folsom. Stages were being used to 
carry passengers and presumably mail between that 
point and the City. The high water problems con
tinued through January 1862 all along the route, 
with mail intermittent at best. 

Further north, Bell's Bridge over Cottonwood 
Creek was washed out, and a ferry put in service 
to keep the road open. It was February 1•t before 
the California Stage Company began running be
tween Tehama and Marysville. The remainder of 
the year the stages ran like clockwork, and the 
Winter of 1862-1863 was mild. 

On May 23, 1863, the stages were reported to 
be carrying heavier passenger loads than usual from 
north to south, as many adventurers travelled to 
the Washoe and Humboldt mines of Nevada, while 
northbound miners crowded the stages headed to 
the mines of Northern California. Jerry Robbins, 
stage driver, had one load of 21 aboard going south, 
the largest load of the season at the time of the 
report. This Spring flood of travelers was becom
ing a yearly phenomenon. 

The Shasta Courier of November 21, 1863 re
ported, "NEW SLEIGH. The California Stage 
Company have received one of their new style 
sleighs for use on Scott Mountain for use as soon 
as the snows require a change from wheels to run
ners. We have lived in snow country for many 
years, but have never seen a snow vehicle of the 
pattern here presented. The runners are six inches 
wide, shod with steel half an inch thick. In the 
center of each runner, the midway body of the 
sleigh, are two bars of iron, one inch in diameter, 
which pass down through the runners, and are 
worked with the usual appliances attached to brakes 
upon a coach, and the pressure of the feet upon the 
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This cover and letter were sent from Marysville to Sacramento by the daily California Stage Company stage 
on or within afew days of March 8, 1861, based on the date of the letter. From Sacramento it was forwarded to 
San Francisco and thence by the Panama Route to the east coast and its destination at Fannettsburg, Pennsyl
vania. The "Via Panama" on the cover was in conformance with the Post Office notice published in the January 
17,1860 issue of the San Francisco Bulletin that after January 23,1860, all mail leaving San Francisco for the 
East Coast would go by the Great Overland Route via Los Angeles unless specifically endores "Via Panama." 

The Civil war did not officially start until a month later, when on Apri/12 ,1861 South Carolina troops fired 
on Fort Sumpter in Charleston harbor; but as referred to in this letter, people were excited all over the country, 
and in California, there was a movement to establish a separate Pacific Republic. This movement grew among 
a minority who were tired of the long .festering standoff and discord in national politics. preventing progressfelt 
vital to the west, such as a transcontinental railroad. Once the war actually started, the Western transplants 
polarized to stand with one side or the other in the national conflict, and support for a separate Republic died. 

John Kyle, the writer of the letter, may have wisely anticipated the danger to communication in the exposed 
Butterfield Overland Route. Texas had already secededfrom the Union on February 1, and on February 26, 
1861, Congress received word that Texas troops had seized all Butterfield stations within its borders. That same 
day Congress passed a bill establishing the Central Overland Mail. 

The San Francisco Bulletin of Apri/5, 1861 carried the following announcement: "Post Office San Fran
cisco,Apri/5. There will be no Overland Mail dispatched/rom this office from this day until the Jst of June next, 
that being the time fixed for the commencement of the new service via the Central route. The stages will, 
however, continue to run to Los Angeles, and will carry way Mail." 

Marysville, March gu. 1861 
My dear Mother and Sisters, 

It is almost a month since I have received a letter, but tomorrow the mail will be in again and I 
suppose I will get one. I have two chances this time, since the last steamer brought the mails of two New 
York Steamers, the Uncle Sam which was due ten days ago havine broken her shat and stopped an Acapules. 
I have nothing new to write. 

The weather is delightful. Our friends, the Reardens and Andersons are as well as usual. 
People are somewhat excited here about Disunion and a Pacific Republic, but I suppose the excite

ment is nothing like what it is at home. Hoping to hear from you all tomorrow. I will bid you Good Night. 

Your affectionate Son and Brother, John 
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This cover and letter were carried a short distance on the northbound stage from Red Bluff in Tehama 
County to American Ranch in Shasta County by the daily stage of the California Stage Company in late Novem
ber 1861. It is addressed to Mr. Elias Anderson, owner of the American Ranch. The name stems for the Ameri
can Hotel on the ranch, a stopping place for freight teams and travelers on the Oregon to California Trail, 
located 27 miles north of Red Bluff. The post office was established on July 19, 1855 with Thomas H. Freeman 
as postmaster. On January 16, 1857 Elias Anderson became postmaster until April15, 1878, when the office 
was moved and the name changed to Anderson. Anderson retained the postmaster position in the new town, 
which was named after him. The envelope is Scott U27, issued in 1860-61. The cancellarion is a poor but 
recognizable Williams TEH-1190. The tkltes are confirmed by the enclosed letter" 

Red Bluff Nov. 28th 61 
Mr. E. Anderson, 

Yours of 27th is at hand. You order a No. 2 B.B. Plow. I do not think there is any made of that kind. 
I have the No. 2B. same as you had last year. Have also a size larger. No.2 Eagle Plow with a coulter and 

wheel. Do you want same as last year or one larger? 
Please answer by tomorrow's mail & I will forward one at once. 

brake strap forces the bolts through the runners into 
the snow, and thus checks its progress. The seats 
are arranged in regular omnibus style. It is a novel 
but durable snow craft for mountain travel." 

The issue of January 9, 1864 reported the Cali
fornia Stage Company Annual Meeting, which was 
held in Marysville. It consisted of James Haworth, 
president, vice president F.S. Stevens, and three 
others. 

The March 19, 1864 issue of the weekly Trin-

Yours Resp. 
H. Kraft 

iry Journal reprinted an editorial of the Portland 
Union: "The Union pays the California Stage Com
pany the following well deserved compliment: It 
will be remembered by our readers that we have 
occasionally been compelled to note the failure on 
the part of the company coaches to make connec
tion at Salem and other points on the line. In jus
tice to the contractors, it is proper to state, that 
notwithstanding these occasional failures, the com
pany have never failed to keep within their sched-
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This cover was manuscript cancelled at the Henley post office on August 4, 1863 and sent south the short 
distance to Yreka, the county seat of Siskiyou County. it travelled on a California Stage Company four horse 
stage across Cottonwood Creek near its junction with the Klamath River, and along the north shoreline to Bell's, 
or Dewitt's Ferry. After the stage crossed by ferry to the south shore, it continued eastward to Willow Creek, the 
south into Shasta Valley and across the Shasta River by ford and on to Yreka. 

Henley post office, located eight miles south of the Oregon-California border, was established in 1856, and 
together with Yreka's post office were the only post offices in the area unti/1876. Between 1876 and 1900 there 
were nine post offices established within 15 miles of Henley, of which only Hornbrook survives. 

The cancllation is Williams SIS-2080. Ste stamp is Scott No. 65, issued 1861-62. 

Dewitt, or Bell's Ferry on the Klamath River, used from September 15,1860 until 1866 or 1867 when the stage route 
shifted from Cottonwood Creek to the west side of Black's Mountain. The new road followed the Anderson Grade 
down to FirmenAnderson's Ferry, then up the north side of the Klamath River to Henley. 
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uled time, and that during most of the entire Win
ter, the coaches have been making two days better 
time than required by their contract with the Gov
ernment for carrying the U.S. Mails. In order to 
accomplish this it has frequently been necessary 
in the upper part of the Willamette Valley to trans
port the mails in small boats, sometimes a distance 
of Forty Miles ... By continued exertions and great 
expense, the California Stage Company have so 
improved the roads between this city and the Cali
fornia line, that they hope during the coming sea
son, to make the trip through from Sacramento to 
Portland inside of eight days." 

Although this last news item concerns the Or
egon portion of the line, outside the current study 
area, it helps us recognise the dedication of the 
company. By normal coach and four, on stern
wheelers, by small boat, on the backs of drivers in 
extreme cases, on cables between stages on each 
side of flooded and dangerous rivers, and by horses 
or mules fitted with special snowshoes pulling sleds 
in deep snow -- "The Mail Must Go Through." 

By April 2, the Shasta Courier advertised that 
the California stage would go on Summer sched
ule, traveling south from Shasta at 2 A.M. and 
northbound upon arrival of the stage from the 
south. Roads were improving. 

The stage of April 9, 1864 passed through 
Shasta with Jerry Robbins as driver. In the coach 
was Ridgely Greathouse, heavily ironed and with 
a guard in attendance, en route to San Francisco. 
He was charged with violation of an oath to re
main faithful to the government, an oath he had 
signed at the start of the Civil War. This was an 
especially sad story for many in the region who 
had been his friend, for he had played such a vital 
role in travel over the Trinity Route with mule trains 
carrying passengers and mail just a few years be
fore. Even in the far West, division between North
ern and Southern sympathisers divided former 
friends. Greathouse was sent East by steamer from 
San Francisco for trial by Court Martial. (See 
Robert J. Chandler's article on the Greathouse Bros. 
& Slicer's Express in the March 1996 issue of 
Western Express. 
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April 15, 1865 brought the news of the end of 
the Civil War with Lee's surrender to Shasta; and 
on May 6 the news that at the election of officers 
for the California Stage Company in Marysville, 
Augustus C. Richardson of Sacramento was elected 
president, and that vice president James Haworth 
had resigned. 

In late Spring came the announcement that the 
California Stage Company had reduced the fare 
between Portland and Sacramento to $50.00, and 
in a separate announcement, the Red Bluff I nde
pendent advertised that the company would put on 
an extra stage in Red Bluff upon the arrival of ev
ery boat from Sacramento. 

The Reeside Buggy Mail Episode 
An interruption in mail service can be attrib

uted indirectly to the dissatisfaction of the Post 
Office Department because of what they consid
ered excessive bids for carrying the mail between 
Sacramento and Portland by the California Stage 
Company. When the four-year contracts for the 
period July 1864 through June 1868 came up for 
bid in the Spring of 1864, the California Stage 
Company bid $250,000. Thinking this was exces
sive, the Post Office Department awarded he con
tract only until July 1st, 1865. During this period 
the Department solicited additional bids. 

The California Stage Company renewed its bid 
to commence July l't, 1865, at a price of $300,000 
per annum, claiming they had lost money in the 
preceding year. The Department had probably 
encouraged a bid from a Washington, D.C. politi
cian, Mr. James Reeside. He submitted a bid of 
$225,000 per annum, which was accepted. Mr. 
Reeside underestimated the difficulties and the 
volume of mail to be moved, and as subsequent 
newspaper articles show, he never even got started. 

News was slow in getting to the West from the 
Atlantic states during the Summer of 1865, because 
the Overland Mail and telegraph service was in
terrupted by Indian uprisings on the Great Plains. 
Stages and stations were burned, Overland person
nel killed, horses stolen, and telegraph lines cut 
and destroyed. At times all travel was at a stand-
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This cover was mailed from Red Bluff on March 14, 1865 from Red Bluff, California, and cancelled with Will
iams TEH-1200 in blue ink. The Stamp is Scott No. 65. The letter traveled south from Red Bluff to Lincoln on 
the daily stage of the California Stage Company, where it was transferred to the California Central Railroad 
The California Central carried it 18.5 miles to Folsom, where it was transferred to the Sacramento Valley 
Railroad and carried the 22 miles into Sacramento for delivery. At Junction-- later known as Roseville-- it 
crossed the tracks of the Central Pacific Railroad that had been in existence since February 29,1864. In a later 
period the mail transfer would occur (u Junction, and letters would travel over Central Pacific track to Sacra
mento. 

Red Bluff, Mar 14th 1865 
Mr. Simmons 

Dear Sir, 
I wrote you several weeks ago stating symtoms, but received no reply. I suppose the reason is, 

that I sent no Money. But the fact is, that I am doing nothing now. But expect to go on the Boat in a short time 
and whatever you charge me, I will try to pay. 

I feel better and am satisfied that you can cure me if you will, and I would like you to prescribe 
for me. I used up your last prescription two or three weeks ago, and I have broke out in small boils around my 
hip. I also have an itching of the eye lids. Bowels regular, apetite good. 

still. On August 5 news was first brought west by 
dispatches that generated newspaper articles that 
are so interesting that they are repeated herein in 
full. The selected news items are reproduced with
out comment because they best tell the story as it 
developed. This is the story of the Reeside Buggy 
Mail, and the interruption of mail all up and down 
the line of the Oregon to California Trail; at its 
worst it amounted to 38 days between Portland and 
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Doctor me and if I live, you shall be paid 
Truly yours 
L. W. Forsting 

Sacramento -- and this at a time when the road 
overall was in excellent condition. After all the 
dust had settled there was a new contractor on the 
long stage route. 

From the weekly Trinity Journal, Saturday, 

August 5, 1865: 
"THE OREGON MAIL. Concerning the daily 
overland mail to Oregon, the Bulletin of July 28th 
states that the Overland Mail from Lincoln to Port-
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land has gone into the hands of Mr. Reeside of 
Washington City, a new contractor, who accord
ing to the contract was to commence running the 
mail on the First of July, but failing to come to 
time, the California Stage Company, who have 
carried the mail for several years past, has con
sented to continue the job until the end of July. 
We are now informed that they positively refuse 
to convey it any longer, and the new contractor 
has not stock on hand necessary to do the work, 
the prospects are that after Monday next, the Over
land Mail to Oregon will cease. Reeside sent an 
agent out here, who at first proposed to run the 
mail in a buggy, but abandoned the project upon 
discovering that the mails to Oregon average about 
three tons per day, which have to be transported 
over 650 miles, and he is now awaiting instruc
tions from Reeside, who is in Washington. Mr. 
Gaskill, Special Agent of the P.O. Department is 
awaiting authority from the P.M. General to pro
vide a remedy. He will do his utmost to induce the 
California Stage Company to continue carrying the 
mail until the Government can be appraised of the 
state of things. The Stage Company carried the 
mail last year for $250,000, but they claim they 
lost money, and this year raised their bid to 
$300,000. Reeside's contract was for $225,000." 

From the Sacramento Bee: 
"The Sacramento Bee is creditably informed 

that Reeside's agent thought that 75 head of horses 
would be enough to stock the route from Lincoln 
to Ponland. The California Stage Company have 
been in business long enough to understand 
economy in stage operations, and they still em
ploy that number of animals between Oroville and 
Shasta. Reeside's Buggy Mail won't work." 

In a later addition to the column: 
"THE CALIFORNIA AND OREGON 

'BUGGY MAIL' 
"Our citizens indulged in a big disgust when 

Simkins drove in Monday night and announced 
that it was probably the last mail which would be 
delivered here by the California Stage Company. 
Some unkind remarks were made in connection 
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with the new contractor, Reeside, and it was funher 
suggested that the Post Office Department must do 
things in a loose manner if it allowed such a state of 
things to exist. But the mail came again on Wednes
day night and we have reason to hope that there is 
to be no interruption of our mail facilities. The con
tract for carrying the mail between this place and 
Shasta is entirely distinct from the Overland Route, 
and the Postmaster here has the authority to con
tract for its transponation. It seems that Reeside 
'went it blind' when he took the Overland contract. 
He is a Washington gent, the Bulletin says; was 
never on the Pacific Coast, and seems to have known 
but little of the nature or extent of the work he con
tracted to do. He took the contract for $75,000 less 
than the California Stage Company bid. That com
pany has performed the contract for years, and 
knows what it is worth. They lost thousands of 
dollars annually from the fact that they were paid 
in Green backs for what they contracted to do in gold, 
and paid all their employees in the solid currency. 
Reeside's agent came here in July supposing this 
little Overland Mail could be carried in a buggy but 
discovered on his arrival that two or three and some
times five tons of mail daily could not conveniently 
be packed under a buggy seat. Well, the Eastern 
Line is Omaha'd (shut down on the Great Plains), 
and Reeside's agent cannot inform his Principal of 
the true state of things, nor can Postal agent Gaskill 
tell the Department what's the matter. We hope the 
California Stage Company will get the contract at 
$300,000." 

From the Shasta Courier, September 9, 1865: 
"THE MAILS. From our gentlemanly operator we 
learn that the Postmaster at Portland, Oregon re
ceived a dispatch from the Department at Washing
ton to withhold the mails from the California Stage 
Company until funher notice." 

From the Trinity Journal, September 16, 1865: 
"AT A STANDSTll.L. About a month or six weeks 
since we made mention of the fact that the Califor
nia Stage Company's contract for carrying the mails 
between Lincoln and Ponland had expired, and that 
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Special agent Gaskill had entered into an arrange
ment with them to continue service until the new 
contractor - Reeside - could make the necessary 
arrangements for assuming performance of the 
service. Mr. Gaskill was unable to communicate 
with the Department at the time, owing to Indian 
difficultiess on the Plains, but stipulated with the 
stage company to carry the mails until he was ad
vised further in the matter. In this way things went 
on until the 7m of this month, when the postal agent 
received the following dispatch: 

"WASHINGTON September 6, The temporary 
contract made by you and the Postmaster at Lin
coln with the California Stage Company is rejected 
by the Department. Send no more mail than a 
weekly mail between Lincoln and Portland, and 
that temporarily, at a cost not exceeding $40,000 
per annum. 

George W. McClellan 
Second Assistant P.M. General" 

"The consequence of this announcement was 
the Stage Company immediately discontinued the 
mail service. The Eastern Mail by the Colorado 
which arrived Saturday last was brought as far as 
Lincoln, and there it remains. The stage on 
Wednesday night brought no mail matter from be
low Marysville and all communication beyond 
Shasta is for the present at an end. The contract of 
the stage company for performing the mail service 
between this place and Shasta is separate and dis
tinct from the Overland contract & does not ex
pire until next March. And we understand, will 
not cease. What the instructions of the Depart
ment in regard to a weekly mail contract will 
amount to, we know not, but will venture to ex
press the opinion that a mail once a week between 
Lincoln and Portland, would most of the time re
quire a half dozen 4 horse teams for each trip. Even 
with a daily line it was almost impossible to keep 
the mail matter from 'jamming.' We are not with
out hope that the daily mail between Lincoln and 
Portland will be continued, and agree with the 
Marysville Appeal in the following suggestion: It 
will probably be necessary for the people to take 
public action in relation to this matter. Public 

Page20 

June 2003 

meetings should be immediately called in every city 
and town on the route, and the proceedings for
warded to Washington. If considered necessary, a 
Special Agent of the people should be selected to 
carry on to Washington these proceedings. These 
meetings should be held within two weeks and 
people's remonstrance on its way to Washington in 
three weeks. What say the press of Northern Cali
fornia? Shall the people write a big letter to P.M. 
Gen. Denniston? Shall such public meetings be 
held? If they are to be held, the quicker the better. 
Let us move or give up the daily mail." 
From the Trinity Journal, September 23, 1865: 

"NO MAll.. YET. Our P.M. General seems to 
have but a confused idea of the extent of territory 
comprising the Pacific States and Territories. He 
must certainly be ignorant of the number of inhab
itants which people these States, or if aware of their 
numbers, seems to entertain but a poor opinion of 
their intelligence, influence or deserts. Through 
official stupidity, or perhaps cupidity, the people 
of Lincoln, California to Portland, Oregon are de
prived of that great necessity in a civilized coun
try, the mail, and if it were not for W.F. & Co. 's 
Express, would be cut off from all communication 
by letter with the balance of the world. Such a 
state of affairs would perhaps have been tolerated 
with silent indignation in time of war, but now, the 
whole country at peace and no earthly cause for 
such proceedings, the people will not tamely sub
mit to such an outrage. It is simply a disgrace, a 
burning shame, and insult to the people of this coast. 
It seems to us that when the P.M.G. found that 
Reeside was unable to fulfill his contract, he should 
have given the carrying to the old contractors tem
porarily at their own price, and then called for new 
bids. If none were offered lower than that of the 
Stage Company, then the contract should have been 
given to them, as it would have been ample proof 
that no one could be found to transport the mails 
cheaper or more satisfactorily than they. Such it 
appears to us would have been the course of a busi
ness man, but the old foggy now presiding over 
our postal affairs thought differently." 
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From the Trinity Journal, September 30, 1865: 
"Postmaster Griffen received the following dis

patch on Wednesday evening: 'San Francisco, Sep
tember 27, 1865 to Postmaster, Weaverville: Mail 
commences running as far north as Yreka tomor
row morning. R.G. Gaskill, Special Agent Post 
Office Department."' 

From the Shasta Courier, October 7, 1865: 
"The Government advertises to receive bids for 

carrying the mail daily from Lincoln to Portland 
through from July 1, 1866 to June 30, 1870. Also 
for dividing the route into five sections, viz. From 
Lincoln to Shasta in 45 hours; from Shasta to 
Yreka, in 32 hours; from Yreka to Oakland (Or
egon) in 50 hours; from Oakland to Corvallis in 
25 hours; from Corvallis to Portland in 29 hours. 
Bids will be open for these routes till the 28th day 
of February next." 

Evidently the Post Office Department hoped 
to break up the single carrier contract and encour
age more local competition over shorter route seg
ments with this strategy. 

From the Trinity Journal, October 7, 1865: 
"MAll.. CONTRACTS. The Postmaster at 

Yreka took matters in his own hands during the 
recent mail derangements, telegraphed to the Post
master at Sacramento to ship the Yreka mail by 
boat and team, swore in a teamster and started a 
large lot of accumulated letters and papers for Red 
Bluff." 

From the Shasta Courier, October 14, 1865: 
"By a telegram from Postal Agent Gaskill, says 

the Appeal, it will be seen that the daily mail from 
Lincoln to Portland which has been suspended the 
last month has been resumed today. This will be 
good news to our Oregon cotemporaries who have 
been out in the woods for some weeks. The con
tinuance of this mail is of the greatest importance 
to the commercial interests of the people of North
ern California and Oregon and every one will re
joice that the Government has at last been made to 
see it. We have no knowledge of the terms of the 
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contract but presume it was effected by a compro
mise between the Government and the California 
Stage Company... The Government offering 
$225,000 and the Company demanding $300,000. 
Whatever the cost a daily mail has become a ne
cessity, and cannot be discontinued." 

From the Shasta Courier, October 21, 1865: 
"THE MAIL. All is right now. The Postmas

ter General and the Stage Company have come to 
an understanding of some sort. What sort is no 
consequence to us so long as the mail comes regu
larly to hand. Since the through line to Portland 
has been reopened, coach load after coach load of 
mail matter have passed up, any one of which 
would have furnished cargo for Reeside's buggy 
line for a month. It is simply ridiculous to sup
pose for a moment that the mail over this line can 
be carried by anything less than a daily four horse 
line of coaches or wagons; and the fact that Reeside 
took the contract with the idea that it could be car
ried by a one horse machine proves that he does 
not know much about California and Oregon." 

No mail went north of Shasta into Oregon from 
September 6 until October 14, a total of 38 days. 
The Reeside Buggy Mail fiasco was in part, at least, 
the result of the Government's failure to require 
performance bonds from bidders sufficient to pre
vent bidders from backing out of their irrespon
sible bids, and in that way preventing irresponsible 
bids. 

Soon the newspapers were filled with the news 
that the California Stage Company was going out 
of business. 

The Pioneer Stage Company 
as New Owners change the name to 
The OREGON STAGE COMPANY 

and operate October 1, 1865 - June 30, 1866 

From the Trinity Journal, October 21, 1865: 
"THE CALIFORNIA STAGE CO. From in

formation received of Mr. Coons, who drives be
tween this place and Shasta, we are advised that 
the negotiations are now being made to transfer 

Page 21 



Western Express 

the stock, fixtures, and apprutenances of the Cali
fornia Stage Company to the Pioneer Stage Com
pany, and that Frank Stevens and Charles McLane, 
for their respective companies, passed through 
Shasta on Wednesday last on their way north to 
appraise stock etc. With this change, the Califor
nia Stage Company has but three or four short 
routes left between Marysville and Shasta, 
Marysville and Nevada, and one other route in 
Nevada County, and the company will undoubt
edly dispose of these at the earliest opportunity. 
Louis McClane of Wells Fargo & Co. being the 
principal owner of the Pioneer Company, it is quite 
probable that before many months, the light ex
press matter now transported to Portland by 
steamer will be sent by their stage line as it has 
been demonstrated that the trip between that place 
and San Francisco, can be made as quick as by the 
ocean route." 

From the Shasta Courier, October 21, 1865: 
"THE CALIFORNIA STAGE CO. so long and 

favorably known throughout California have sold 
out their line from Lincoln, California to Portland, 
Oregon to the OREGON STAGE COMPANY. On 
Wednesday last Mr. Frank Stevens and Mr. Charles 
E. McLane who acts on behalf of the Oregon Stage 
Company, passed up the line. This change seems 
to us as does the breaking up of keeping house to a 
large family. We had become so familiar with the 
old Company; its liberal and straightforward man
ner of doing business; its promptness and honesty 
that we were proud of it as a California institution, 
and were in the habit of looking upon it as fixed as 
the hills about us. If the new company makes it
self as acceptable to the people as did the old, it 
will have done enough." 

The price paid by the Oregon Stage Company 
to the California Stage Company remained a pri
vate matter -- or at least none of the newspapers 
consulted gave any indication of the price paid. 

From the Red Bluff Independent, October25, 1865: 
"Last Wednesday, Mr. Stevens of the Califor

nia Stage Company passed up through this place 
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with Mr. McLane of the Oregon Company. Mr. 
Stevens' business was turning over the stock and 
property to the Oregon Company, who have pur
chased the entire interest of the California Stage 
Company. We can hardly realize the fact of this 
change; but we have no doubt the same prompt
ness which characterized the old Company will 
merge into the new, and the present gentlemanly 
and obliging attaches will long be retained in their 
positions." 

The Pioneer Stage Line operated the Oregon 
Stage Company from October 1, 1865 until March 
21, 1866as their own line,and from March 21, 1866 
until July 1, 1866 for Mr. Henry A. Corbett, the 
new buyer, who took over responsibility on that 
date. 

The first newspaper ads for the Oregon Stage 
Company appear in local papers in early Novem
ber 1865, announcing the change to "Winter or 
slow time." The newspapers were pleased that the 
new company was planning on only one overnight 
stop en route between Sacramento and Shasta, in
stead of the two nights in the former "Winter time" 
schedule of the California Stage Company. 

The Trinity Journal of January 27, 1866 re
printed the Marysville Appeal advertisement by the 
California Stage Company for the sale of25 Con
cord coaches, 25 fourteen-passenger wagons, 25 
eleven-passenger wagons, and various harness, 
tools, etc. 

Once again in the Winter of 1865-1866 the 
weather and resultant road and stream conditions 
took charge of the stage schedules. The Shasta 
Courier of February 10 reported, "The stage which 
arrived here from Red Bluff on Wednesday made 
the last eleven miles in the unprecedented time of 
two and a half days. We have been visited by a 
storm. The gulches and streams have filled to their 
full capacity and many of them have slopped over. 
Clear Creek was up to within three inches of the 
high water mark of 1861-62. The Slough at the 
south end of Bell's Bridge was so high on Monday 
and Tuesday as to prevent the crossing of the stage. 
Monday's stage from Tehama arrived on Wednes
day. The Sacramento is booming and impassable. 
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On Tuesday, a large tree was careening southward 
and carried away Waugh's Ferry rope, taking the 
supports on both sides." 

On March 12, 1866, Mr. James E. Carr pur
chased the Shasta and Yreka Turnpike from the 
California Stage Company for $10,000. A.G. 
Richardson, president of the California Stage Co. 
and James Haworth attended in the presence of 
Chas. M. Gorham, Notary Public in Nevada 
County. The transfer was recorded by Jas. E. Carr 
on March 13, 1866. 

The Shasta Courier of March 24, 1866 re
ported: 

"The Post Office Department has closed the 
mail letting for the Pacific States. The competi
tion was greater, and the prices reduced from the 
last year. The following are the most prominent 
contracts: 

San Francisco to Sacramento $15,000, are
duction of $2,000. 

San Francisco to Stockton $15,000, a reduc
tion of $5,000. 

San Juan to Los Angeles, $18,000, a reduc
tion of $6,000. 

The route from Lincoln to Portland, Oregon, 
624 miles was let to Henry W. Corbett for 
$179,000, the present pay is $225,000." 

The responsibility of the Oregon Stage Com
pany under Mr. Corbett was to start July 1, 1866. 
The Government figure of 624 miles assigned to 
the stage coach route Lincoln to Portland was con
siderably less than the 710 miles often quoted in 
the newspaper articles of the period. The differ
ence is probably in part the Lincoln to Sacramento 
segment. 

In retrospect, it would seem likely that Mr. 
Corbett had bid too low and that it would require 
every bit of his skill as a business manager just to 
break even. Compounding the problem, at the time 
Federal "Greenbacks"- or paper money- were trad
ing at a discount in exchange for gold coinage; 100 
greenback dollars for between 77 and 77 1/2 dol
lars in gold. Local suppliers and employees wanted 
payment in gold and often the stage company had 
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to make up the difference as they received their 
payment in greenbacks. Nevertheless, if Mr. 
Corbett could break even with his bid of $179,000 
per annum, it would support the validity of the 
contention of the Post Office Department that the 
bids of the California Stage Company had been 
too high. 

Mail and Passenger Travel 
Tehama to Sacramento 

through Colusa down the West side Route 
September 15, 1860 to June 30, 1866 

This section covers the period of the Califor
nia Stage Company contract, and the nine months 
following, as the Oregon Stage Company, leading 
up to Henry W. Corbett's active management. 
Newspaper files for this period are silent in regard 
to the postal route on the west side of the Sacra
mento Valley. All the postal articles in the paper 
deal with sensational stories of the Civil War, the 
east-west Overland by the southern Oxbow and 
Central routes, the Pony Express, the building of 
the transcontinental telegraph, the daily mail route 
between Sacramento and Portland, the building of 
railroads, and Indian troubles on the Great Plains. 
Federal postal records, do give us some informa
tion and are detailed below. 

The Executive Documents of the House of 
Representatives, Second Session, 35th Congress, 
Postmasters Report (p. 842) indicates that a con
tract was made and accepted with G.H. Harvey on 
March 22, 1858, to be in force until July 1, 1862, 
for carrying mail on Route 12538 between Sacra
mento City and Tehama once a week and back. 
No specific mean were specified. The Contract 
price was $1,950 per annum, the low bid over 26 
others. Mr. Harvey was to leave Sacramento at 
6:00A.M. each Monday and arrive at Tehama be
fore 6:00 P.M. on Wednesday. He was to leave 
Tehama each Thursday at 6:00A.M. and arrive at 
Sacramento before 6:00 P.M. on Saturday. 

As mentioned in a previous segment of this 
postal history, the Red Bluff Beacon reported, "D. 
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Fowler & Co. have put on a stage line from this 
place to Sacramento making Tehama, Colusa, 
Knight's Landing and Fremont, points on this route. 
This company have the contract for carrying the 
mail, and are now making successful tri-weekly 
trips between the two points. The want of such 
facilities and accommodation for traveling has long 
been felt by the people living along this line, and it 
is the most direct route to Sacramento, and less 
dusty at this time of year than the other traveled." 
Mr. D. Fowler was not one of the original bidders. 
It is not known from current research just who ac
tually carried the mail. The frequency must have 
changed during this period. 

Recognizing that this one-a-week or tri-weekly 
mail closely paralleled the daily Sacramento to 
Portland mail on the east side of the valley, a con
necting cross-valley mail was established by the 
Post Office Department between Marysville and 
Colusa, with greater frequency to take advantage 
of the daily connection. Route 12570 was prob
ably let to Samuel J. Fitch at $600 per annum start
ing July 1, 1859, for a 26 mile trip and return with 
a two-horse coach, three round trips per week. 
Fitch's was the lowest of four bids, listed on p. 452 
of the 1859 Postmasters Annual Report for the First 
Session of the 36th Congress. It does not list an 
acceptance contract, nor do any of the other offers 
listed in the document from July 1, 1859 to June 
30, 1862. A tentative assumption is made that the 
contract was accepted, but further research is re
quired. 

When bids for postal contracts were requested 
in the Spring of 1862 for the period July 1, 1862 to 
June 30, 1866, the Post Office Department did an 
interesting thing. They asked for bids for the 70-
mile trip north from Sacramento to Grand Island 
(located about 15 miles south of Colusa), for once 
a week delivery and return; bids for the 26-mile 
trip between Marysville and Colusa, across the 
valley three times a week and return; and bids for 
the 45-mile trip south from Tehama to Princeton 
(located about 15 miles north of Colusa), once a 
week and return. Below are the particulars of the 

Page 24 

June 2003 

accepted bids, as reported in the Postmaster's An
nual Report to the 37th Congress, 3rd Session 
House of Representatives, Executive Doc. No. 82, 
Contracts were made: 

Sacramento to Grand Island, Route 14795, pp. 
737, Successful bidder, A.L. Delaney, $1,350, 5 
bidders, Leave Sacramento Monday 7 A.M. to 
Grand Island Tuesday by 2 P.M., Leave Grand Is
land Friday at 7 A.M., arrive Sacramento City Sat
urday by 2 P.M. 

Marysville to Colusa, Route 14817, pp.744, 
Successful bidder, Henry B. Marker and Charles 
S. Cory, $600, 3 bidders, Leave Marysville Tues
day, Thursday and Saturday at 2 P.M., arrive Colusa 
by 7 P.M., Leave Colusa Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday at 2 P.M., arrive at Marysville by 7 P.M. 
This route required the use of a ferry across the 
Sacramento River at Colusa. 

Tehama to Princeton, Route 14836, pp. 7 49, 
Successful bidder E.P. Sargeant, 5 bidders, 3 after 
time, total 8, Leave Tehama Tuesday at 3 P.M., 
arrive Princeton Wednesday by 6 P.M. Leave 
Princeton Monday at 7 A.M., arrive Tehama Tues
day lOA.M. 

Mr. Henry W. Corbett 
and the 

Oregon Stage Company 
July 1, 1866 to October 1, 1867 

A great reference book regarding transporta
tion in northern California is My Playhouse was a 
Concord Coach, subtitled "An Anthology of News
paper Clippings and Documents relating to those 
who made California History during the Years 
1822-1888, compiled by Mae Helene Bacon Boggs 
and published by Howell North Press of Oakland, 
California in 1942. The book contains many pri
vate letters and internal documents of the Oregon 
Stage Company generated during 1866 and 1867, 
when Henry W. Corbett was the mail contractor 
between Lincoln, California and Portland, Oregon. 
A great deal of the following history is drawn from 
this source. 

A letter written by Mr. Corbett to Mr. Augustus 
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Stage to Rail in Transition 
Advertisement for Henry Corbett's Oregon Stage Coach Line, July 19, 1866 (reduced) 

Note the line, "And the Railroad from Oroville to Sacramento" 

Railroad connection at the southern end of the long stageline for both mail and passengers was made at Lincoln, 
California, on and after October 13, 1861. After February 15, 1864, stage passengers were evidently offered the option of 
rail travel between Oroville and Marysville, where they were re-connected with a stage to travel further down valley to 
Lincoln. 

This advertisement was evidently written in anticipation that the Yuba Railroad would extend north from Lincoln to 
Marysville in the very near future; however, the connection to the rails was made at the new town of Wheatland by Septem
ber 12, 1866, after which further rail extension was slowed to a standstill. It was about January 1, 1868 before the comple
tion of the railroad bridge over the Yuba River at Marysville permitted continuous rail travel, making possible the continu
ous movement of mail between Oroville and Sacramento as described in the ad. This followed the purchase of the Yuba 
Railroad by the Central Pacific Railroad, which was recorded on October 28, 1867. 

Notice the diminutive horses. This is artist's license, or How else do I get six horses on the sheet? 
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C. Richardson, President of the California Stage 
Company, dates Mr. Corbett's assumption of re
sponsibility. 

Wednesday March 21, 1866 New York 
Friend Richardson, 
I last evening made a purchase from Mr. Frank 

Stevens of the entire stock, fixtures, real estate etc. 
belonging to the present stage company running 
between Cala and Oregon excluding all of that -
the purchase from the Cala Stage Company and 
all the stock, stages, etc. they have added thereto 
since that purchase, he the said Stevens agreeing 
for the Company to keep the stock up in as good 
condition, as it is now until the First of July when 
I am to take possession of the same and make pay
ments as per my contract with him. I hope to make 
some arrangements with you to remain in your 
present position for a time at least, hoping it may 
be acceptable to you, and if we can make advanta
geous to both it may make more permanent. Know
ing you have been a faithful and energetic man, I 
take the first opportunity to appraise you of my 
good will and intentions. I shall probably leave 
here on the 1Oth or 21 ., April, and should be pleased 
to receive a communication from you direct care 
Richard Patrick and Co., San Francisco. I may 
think it advisable to purchase the Toll Roads and 
Bridges when they are sold, please advise me as to 
your opinion of what I had better do in this matter. 
If I can secure Toll at a fair rate I don't care to 
lockup my money in such property, but of one opin
ion as to this- please advise me. My Brother, Elijah 
Corbett from Portland may go over the road to 
examine the stock. Please extend to him such fa
cilities and information as will be right. 

H. W. Corbett 
In Haste 

Bad weather, bad roads, and high waters con
tinued into the late Spring of 1866. From the Sac
ramento Union of April 7, 1866: 

"The Marysville Express says: 'Since the 
floods of 1861-62 the roads have never been so 
bad as they are now. Yreka, April3, We have had 
no mail from the South for 8 days.' The Trinity 

Page26 

June2003 

Journal of April 6 reports that April 3ro brought 
the first mail from the South in two weeks. II 

In April, Henry Corbett sold 10% of his new 
stage business to John Ferguson of New York. Mr. 
Ferguson also volunteered to act as Agent for the 
company in Washington D.C. -- probably what 
today we would call a lobbyist. 

The Red Bluff Independent of April25, 1866 
reported that the new contracts for stage-carried 
mail were to end at the end of the railroad track, 
instead of at fixed city locations such as Marysville, 
Sacramento, and presumably Lincoln, as had been 
the case in previous contracts. 

The Shasta Courier of April28 announced the 
purchase of the Oregon Stage Company by Mr. 
Corbett, and that Mr. E. W. Corbett, brother of the 
new contractor, in passing through Shasta had 
stated, "Business on the line is to be more eco
nomically conducted, and employees salaries re
duced sufficient to make it pay. II 

The Sacramento Union of April30, 1866listed 
the bidders and their bids on Mail Contract No. 
14,782, Lincoln to Portland: 

H.W. Corbett $179,000 
D.O. Mills & L. Tevis $225,000 
W.S.K. Taylor $224,000 
D.O. Mills & L. Tevis $200,000 after time 
W.S.K. Taylor $195,000 after time 

The contracts were to run until 1870. 
In the following months Henry Corbett was 

able to analyse where expenses could be reduced 
to bring income and expenses into balance. He 
stocked up on feed wherever he could store it dur
ing the summer months before prices rose, as they 
invariably did with the onset of Winter. By Au
gust 1866 he was writing to John Ferguson in New 
York about the desirability of getting the heavy 
document mail shipped from San Francisco to 
Portland by sea, stating that if that could be ac
complished, and also because passenger traffic was 
lighter on the northern end of the route, that it 
should be possible to replace the four-horse coach 
with a two-horse coach between Eugene and Yreka. 
This would reduce expenses materially. 

The overall insight a careful reading of the 
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"W AY-E ILL 

CALIFOR:t{IA AND OREGON UNITED STATES MAIL LINE . 

.. ... . "".:-".: .... 
- ~ 

... / 

November 28th, 1866 Waybill inside Title Sheet, (reduced). Passengers listed by name, starting point, destina
tion and charges. Sometimes charge received by station agent, sometimes by the driver. Note the name "China" 
on the 6th line. This notation generally used rather than correct name of Chinese passenger, which was ofen 
incomprehensible to the driver. On this trip there was only one passenger down from Oregon. 

many letters between Henry W. Corbett and his 
Division Agents and others gives not only a pic
ture of the many details that had to be tended to in 
running such an operation efficiently and smoothly, 
but also the extent that Corbett followed up all 
avenues to reduce cost. 

The Sacramento Union of October 1, 1866 
contained the following news: 

"The Oregon Legislature by a rigid pary vote, 
38 to 31 elected Henry W. Corbett United States 
Senator for six years, commencing on the 4th of 
March 1867. Corbett was the Union candidate and 
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CALIFORNIA AND OREGON 

UNITED STATES ~fAIL LINE. 
reka and Marysville. 

. " . .. 1JdJU4d'~ /)X /~ . 
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A typical Waybill- Folded Title Sheet (reduced) for the Yreka to Marysville Division, used by the Oregon Stage 
Company, October 1, 1865- July 1, 1867. Jerry Woods was the drover on November 28, 1866, when the trip 
from Yreka to Shasta took 33 hours. The stage continued south with other drivers. Jerry Woods was a popular 
driiver out of Yreka. He was drowened on a stormy night in 1881 while trying to guide his horses out of a 
crumbling roadway along a deep river, leaving a widow and five children. His funeral was one of Yreka's 
grandest. 

has the reputation of being an upright business
man who has never made a trade in politics. H. W. 
Corbett is a wealthy and very intelligent Portland 
merchant, now principal proprietor of the stage line 
from Portland to Lincoln, and whose election 
would be no disadvantage to our State." Further 
testimonials to Corbett's character appeared in the 
Union and other newspapers. 
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A letter from Division Agent Rhodehamel to 
H.W. Corbett discusses the arrangements for stag
ing at Lincoln, and that only way passengers, of
ten Chinese, were picked up and taken by stage 
between Lincoln and Sacramento. Col. Wilson had 
claimed he was losing passengers because through 
passengers were carried on the stage. This was 
denied. 

t 
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Evidently the effort by Corbett and Ferguson and struck him in the eye, destroying the sight for
to get the heavy document mail from Sacramento ever." 
to Portland transferred to the sea route was sue-
cessful, for the following announcement appeared 
in the Yreka Journal on Saturday, December 8, 
1866: 

"The heavy mail for Oregon, and Washington 
and Idaho Territories, heretofore passing through 
this city by the Oregon stages, have been trans
ferred to the sea route via Portland. The letter mail 
bags and way papers are to be carried over the land 
route as usual." 

The Winter of 1866-1867 again saw wet and 
soggy roads. Winter, or slow time, was hard to 
adhere to. Stages going south left Shasta in early 
morning, left Red Bluff at 10 A.M., and arrived in 
Chico in the evening, where they would stay over
night. Northbound stages stopped overnight at 
Shasta. 

The Shasta Courier of February 2, 1867 re
ported under the heading "STAGING": 

"So far, the present Winter has been unfavor
able for staging and teaming operations. Superin
tendent Corbett passed through this place a few 
days ago on his way to Ponland, and the last ac
count we had of him he was sitting disconsolately 
on the snow near the summit of Trinity Mountain, 
waiting for Jerry Culverhouse, the driver, to 'break 
the road' to the top of the divide. Corbett thinks 
the California and Oregon Stage road a hard one 
to travel, especially in Winter. All the roads in this 
and adjoining counties are represented as being in 
horrible condition. The Yreka Journal thinks there 
will be no teaming on either the Scott Mountain or 
Sacramento River roads before Spring ... The stage 
road from the Four Mile House to the Canon House 
is a perfect jelly of mud and slush, and literally 
has no bottom." 

From the Shasta Courier, February 16,1867: 
"James Carr, Proprietor of the wagon road over 

Scott Mountain, met with an accident a few days 
ago, by which he lost one of his eyes. He was 
engaged in blasting out rocks on the Trinity Valley 
grade, and while holding a drill for Howard Turner 
to strike, a piece of steel flew from the instrument 

From the Shasta Courier, March 9, 1867: 
"The Indians have found and brought back in 

two sacks of the mail lost by the upsetting of the 
Stage in Whiskey Creek last week." 

From the Red Bluff Independent, March 20, 1867: 
"Senator Williams of Oregon introduced a reso

lution into the Senate on the 14th instant, to cancel 
the present contract of Senator Corbett for carry
ing the mails between Lincoln, California and Port
land, Oregon. Sen. Williams explained his Reso
lution by saying Mr. Corbett desired to relinquish 
his contract on account of the law prohibiting Sena
tors from holding contracts. The route will prob
ably be re-advenised immediately for ·re-letting, 
Mr. Corbett performing the service until his suc
cessor is named. The route beyond the State may 
be abolished, but we are inclined to think not. 
Mails must be carried into Southern Oregon, and 
be carried as cheaply from this route as from Port
land. The steamer lines however, may make a fight 
for it." 

On August 5, 1867 Henry Corbett wrote to 
Jesse D. Carr of San Francisco indicating that he 
had just been informed that Mr. Carr was the suc
cessful bidder to take over the mail contract for 
Route No. 14782, and opening up the possibility 
that Mr. Carr may be interested in purchasing the 
stock and barns and other facilities, and request
ing Carr to contact and deal with Mr. Ferguson, 
who was then in San Francisco. On the same date 
Corbett wrote John Ferguson indicating his will
ingness to sell all facilities for $92,500. After sev
eral exchanges and a review by Carr, some agree
ment was worked out, and on October 1, 1867, 
Jesse Carr took over operation of the long mail 
and stage route. 

Although the transfer of responsibility was now 
past, there were still loose ends to take care of. 
Henry W. Corbett made every effon to settle com
pensation for passengers injured in accidents along 
the line while he was in control, and to settle any 
other disagreements between suppliers and Divi-
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A manuscript cancel from Rock Creek, Butte County, dated February 17, 1867, with a letter written by Andrew 
Brophy to his brother-in-law, We/bourn Beeson in Phoenix, Oregon. It was carried north by the Oregon Stage 
Company, then under the ownership of Henry W Corbett. A manuscript notations marks it receipt on March 6, 
1867, 17 days in transit during stormy times. The stamp is Scott No. 65. 

Rock Creek Feb the 13th 67 
Dear Brother, 

i recived your last letter a few days ago Mother has just received Kates letter this after noon i have bin 
so buisy i have not had time to ansur your letter untill now and write you to let you know of the death of my 
poor father. he got back from Marysville on Sunday, december the 17 and the nixt Thesday night a bout bed 
time he was taken with a cil and the next morning i went for the doktor and we had the doktor winsdy 
thursday friday saturday sunday and monsday and the doktor was thare the morning he died, but it done no 
good my poor father breethid his last a christmas morning half past eight 

i have got in 62 acre of wheet and i hav go half of the ground plowed Hinry and me have bin plowing to 
day crops look splindid til Kate that i got a letter from by friend Miss mary jane McMahon -- til Kate when 
i make hundred thousand dollars i will come to you and her i am going to Marysville in four or five days to 
see that prity girl 

Mother and all children sends thare love to you and Kate Til Kat i will write to her soon excuse my 
writing i would advise you prepare your self with a bo/t/tle box ayers pils so you digistit 

Mary Katherine Brophy, referred to in the letter, was Andrew Brophy's sister, who married Welborn Beeson. 
Welborn was fifteen when he migrated to Oregon Territory with his family in 1853. They took the California 
Trail and the South Road to Oregon. Welborn kept a diary of the migration and his farming days near Ashland, 
Oregon until his death in 1893. The migration and first settlement portion of his diary has been published (Webb 
Research Group, 1987, Medford, Oregon). Welborn's father, John Beeson, who led thefamily to Oregon, has 
been called the "First Civil Rights worker in the Pacific Northwest." He was run out of southern Oregon on the 
night of May 24, 1856 by Indian-hating pioneers because he championed the Indians' rights. He spent years in 
Washington D.C. campaigning for Indian rights , and he wrote a book in their defense. Welborn Beeson sud
denly, at age 19, had the family responsibility and that of clearing and developing the farm thrust upon his 
shoulders. The letter, rendered here as written, indicates the lack of schooling and adult responsibilities thrust 
upon the young of the time. 
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sion Agents. He left the route with the respect that 
he had when he entered the business, maintaining 
his reputation for honorable business dealings. 
From the various correspondences, it would ap
pear that he came out slightly ahead when his mail 
contract was transferred to Jesse D. Carr on Octo
ber 1, 1867. 

The new company was announced in the San 
Francisco Daily Morning Call on September 29, 
1867: 

"OREGON AND CALIFORNIA 
STAGE COMPANY 

The Certificate of Incorporation of the Oregon 
and California Stage Company was filed with the 
County Clerk yesterday. The object of the com
pany is to run a line of stage coaches between Lin
coln in the State of California and Portland, Or
egon, and carry passengers, express, and mail mat
ter between these places. The Capital Stock of the 
Company is fixed at$125,000 divided into $1,000 
shares. The Trustees are Jesse D. Carr, Wm. H. 
Hall, A.O. Thomas and Elijah Corbett." 

Mail Down the West Side of the Valley 
As of this writing, no postal contract records 

have been found for the period July 1, 1866 to June 
30, 1870. By 1869 we have Bancroft's Guide to 
Railway. Stage. and Steam of the Pacific States as 
a reference. At that time Colusa and Marysville 
were served by a daily (except Sunday) stage be
tween them. The stages at Marysville connected 
with the railroad for further transport to Sacramento 
three days a week. No stage is listed as a connec
tion down valley at Tehama, or up or down valley 
at Colusa. This is to be confirmed in following 
studies. 

In 1869, the California Steam Navigation Com
pany operated once a week up river and return be
tween Sacramento and Red Bluff, 270 miles each 
way, making stops at intermediate points. Moon's 
Landing and Princeton, where there were post of
fices, are both listed as intennediate stops. No stop 
at Grand Island is listed. Intermediate points such 
as Poker Bend, 69 miles above Sacramento; George 
Bowel's at 74 river miles, and Big Eddy at 79 river 
miles, may have been points where mail from the 
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nearby Grand Island post office would have been 
exch.anged. There were two steamers, the Gem 
and the Red Bluff. 

Re-routing of a Portion of the Stage Route 
Between Yreka and the Oregon Line 

During the period 1865-67 a significant sec
tion of the stage route north of Yreka was relo
cated westward, from the east side to the west side 
of Black Mountain up to the Klamath River and 
on to Hornbrook. The new route was called the 
Anderson Grade. At the Klamath River the stages 
utilized a ferry crossing belonging to Mr. Firman 
Anderson. The site of his ranch and ferry is now 
the Randolph Collier Rest Area on Interstate 5. 
Today, when one drives south toward Yreka from 
the bridge and river crossing at the rest area, the 
old Anderson Grate is generally visible to travel
lers to the left and above the highway grade. The 
stage road winds in and out of the steep chaparral
covered mountain slope. Near the Interstate Ander
son Summit, where the modem traveler starts de
scent towards Yreka, the old wagon road crosses 
the freeway and drops on the right hand side down 
to the Shasta River in the vicinity of Hawkinsville 
before heading due south into Yreka. 

One might ask why the route was relocated, 
considering the former route had a much more 
gentle grade, and in fact remains the route of the 
railroad. There are at least four factors that pre
cipitated Siskiyou County to relocate the road in 
1865. The first is purely political. Mr. Anderson 
prevailed upon the County Board of Supervisors 
to build the road so that business would be in
creased at his ferry. But if that were the only con
sideration, it is doubtful that the Supervisors would 
have agreed to the new work. 

A second consideration was much more per
suasive. The new route would be four miles 
shorter, a significant factor in horse-drawn freight
ing days. 

A third reason might not occur to modern 
minds, as we are accustomed to using a rock base 
on all of our roads today. It was an unfortunate 
reality that the natural ground in the upper Shasta 
Valley and along Willow Creek descending north 
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to the Klamath River is an amazingly heavy and 
sticky material when wet. It was so bad that in 
wet and thawing weather, use of the road turned 
stagecoach or freight wagon wheels into slow 
moving doughnuts of heavy clay. Some coaches 
and wagons had scrapers installed near the tops of 
the wheels to peel off the mud at the same time it 
was building on the bottoms. This could be done 
for rear wheels with a fixed rotation path, but was 
much more difficult on the smaller front wheels 
that turned left and right following the horses. The 
scrapers made the horses and mules pull just as 
hard to accomplish the cleaning as if they were 
going up steep grades. The proposed new route 
avoided this soil. 

A fourth reason for the relocation was the fact 
that the work was to be done by County prisoners 
working out of a portable jail that was moved along 
as the work was done. The jail measured 15 x 26 
feet, within which the prisoners were chained at 
night to heavy ring bolts by leg irons called Or
egon boots. Freed and guarded during the day, 
these prisoners built the road with hand tools, shov
els and picks, starting at the south end and work
ing up over Anderson Summit and down to the 
Klamath River. 

The jail of heavy square timbers interlocked at 
the corners, log cabin style, was dismantled and 
moved on ahead as the work progressed. There 
was a single low door which was padlocked at night 
after the prisoners were padlocked to the ring bolts 
within. The final location near the rest area on the 
Klamath River is known to this day as Jail Gulch. 
The remains of this jail were in use as a calf pen 
on the J.A. Lucas Ranch six miles south of 
Hornbrook in 1963 when a short article appeared 
in the January 19 issue of the Sacramento Bee. 

The Alternate Route 
up the Sacramento River Canyon from 

present-day Redding 
to present-day Dunsmuir 

and on to Yreka 1860-1867 
The history of this most important route 

through the year 1860 has been detailed in previ
ous segments of this history of the Oregon to Cali-
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fornia Trail, especially pages 23-30 of the Septem
ber 2002 Western Express. 

The Elias Stone family had spent every penny 
they could raise or spare to get the road open as a 
toll road for through traffic for freighters and the 
travelling public. The storms of the Winter of 
1860-1861 had destroyed bridges and damaged the 
fresh raw cuts. Unconsolidated fills had slumped. 
The family of Elias Stone worked to repair their 
road, but income from tolls was light, and the road 
remained in poor condition. In November 1861, 
laborers filed mechanics liens to recover wages. 
The Stone family satisified the liens with great dif
ficulty, and the road, "such as it was," remained 
open. 

We are fortunate to have an expert description 
penned in 1862 by William H. Brewer, assistant to 
Professor Josiah Dwight Whitney, State Geologist, 
published as Up and Down California in 1860-
1864. They were on their way north to measure 
the elevation of Mount Shasta. He wrote on Mon
day, September 8, 1862: 

"We were up again at dawn. We crossed the 
Sacramento Fork by ferry, and all day followed up 
that stream - making 21 miles. It was certainly, 
together with the next day's ride, the most pictur
esque road I have travelled in this State- in fact, I 
think that I have ever travelled. Sometimes down 
to the level of the river- then crossing ridges, sink
ing into ravines - sometimes a narrow way where 
two wagons cannot pass for half a mile at a stretch, 
the steep mountains on one side and the swift 
stream hundreds of feet below on the .other. None 
of your magnificent roads such as one sees in Swit
zerland where at such places a parapet guards from 
all danger; but rough sidling, the outer wheel un
comfortably near the shelving edge- bridges with
out rail, made by laying poles or split timber on 
the beams, spanning deep ravines, where the mules 
went over trembling with fear. The road is pretty 
well engineered. The fifty miles that we passed 
over, rough as it is, cost we were told $40,000, and 
our tolls up and back were $25.50." 

Brewer's party camped that night at Sim South
ern's place, went on to climb Mount Shasta, and 
obtain its elevation. On the return trip south over 
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The 1862 Shasta County Map, enhanced for readability, shows the region around Shasta City. 
All during the September 15, 1860 to October 1, 1867 period, the daily Sacramento to Portland 

mail traveled the western route to Yreka, crossing Bell's Bridge and proceeding through Shasta City 
and French Gulch, and over Trinity Mountain into Trinity County on its way to Yreka. The central 
route used by some freighters when it was open during this period crossed Bell's Bridge, then went due 
north, crossing the Stillwater Plain and fo/owing the upper Sacrmento River to Shasta Valley and 
Yreka. First wagon travel and briefly stage travel to and from Yreka followed the Lockhart Wagon 
Road in a great loop to the east. This route was seldom used as a north-south route in the 1860-1867 
period. 

the toll road they met a heavily loaded wagon on a 
narrow road section. They had to unload their own 
wagon, balance it precariously over the edge, hold 
on, and watch the loaded wagon pass theirs with 
three inches to spare. 

The Stones' were unable to pay their mounting 
debts and a Sheriffs Sale of their holdings took 
place in December 1862. They must have ·retained 
some ownership after their obligations were satis
fied, even though the majority of ownership and 
control of the road was sold to do it. The Yreka 
Union of February 14, 1863- Stated, "The Sacra
mento River Road will be in excellent traveling 

condition by Spring. Mr. Stone is striving to have 
the best wagon road in California." 

A final legal battle was lost when in midsum
mer 1864, the Stones' interest in the road was sold 
to satisfy debts. The final sale on September 22, 
1864 included the toll road and all bridges, ferries 
and toll houses. A continuing series of legal battles 
were fought in the courts by competing shareholder 
factions. 

At year's end 1864, the Shasta Courier con
tained the following editorial. A modern reader, 
looking back, can sense both worry for the future, 
and the attempt to reassure readers regarding the 
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superiority of the route north through Shasta: 
"The road through this town to Yreka was trav

eled the past season to a much greater extent than 
any previous season. The reason of this is a very 
simple and palpable one, viz., this was the best 
road... Another reason why this road has had the 
preference the past season is because of the Sacra
mento Road having fallen into the hands of law
yers, and consequently into dilapidation. The 
trouble is now overcome by the settlement of liti
gation and the road will be put into repair, so that 
without extra efforts on the part of all interested in 
this road, the travel will fall back on that one. On 
the Sacramento Road they claim the advantage in 
distance between the head of navigation and Yreka, 
of some twenty miles or more; but it is conceded 
by all that the mountain grades on this road, all 
things equal, are more than sufficient to balance 
the difference they claim in shortness of the road ... " 

On July 29, 1865, an advertisement for Magee's 
Ferry, crossing the Sacramento River near Fort 
Reading and Anderson's Ranch, promised that the 
ferry was in fine order. This provided a crossing 
north of Red Bluff, but far short of Shasta, offer
ing access up the Stillwater Plain to the Sacramento 
River Road, claimed to be the direct and shortest 
route to Yreka. See the accompanying Shasta 
County map of 1862, which delineates this threat 
to the town of Shasta. 

The Shasta Courier of February 9, 1867 con
tained the following: "Mr. McFee of Dog Creek 
states that the Sacramento River Road to Yreka is 
now passable for teams as far up as Portuguese 
Flat. The proprietors of the road expect to have it 
open to Yreka in a few weeks providing the opera
tions are not interfered with by storms. Quite a 
heavy force of laborers are employed in repairing 
damages." 

These laborers were most likely employed by 
Dr. A.A. Autenreith, who was in the process of 
purchasing the toll road. Unfortunately, he died 
three days after the article appeared. Again the 
opening of the Sacramento River Road was to be 
delayed, this time by estate settlement. His son 
would take over the road a year later and make 
steady improvements. Eventually he would draw 
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the daily Lincoln-to-Portland stages to this road, 
but that is another story beyond the time frame of 
this segment of the history. 

Railroads and the Mail 
October 31, 1861 to October 1, 1867 

Although the mail contract from Lincoln, Cali
fornia to Portland, Oregon remained with the stag
ing companies during this time period, significant 
changes were taking place in the development of 
California railroads. These changes would soon 
involve the movement of mail along the north
south route. It is certain that the owners of both 
the California Stage Comany and the succeeding 
Oregon Stage Company recognized that there 
would be changes in the future. 

First came the relocation of the southern ter
minus of the route from Sacramento to Lincoln, 
California. For over five years the daily coaches 
of the California Stage Company carried both pas
sengers and mail northward. For the first year the 
mail was between Sacramento and Portland, but 
on October 13,1861 and thereafter throughout their 
contract, the stages made connection for the mail 
with the California Central Railroad at Lincoln. 
The California Central Railroad carried the mail 
18.5 miles from Lincoln south to Folsom, where it 
was transferred to the Sacramento Valley Railroad, 
for transport 22 miles west to Sacramento. 

The trip took two hours at 20 miles per hour, 
very slow by modern standards, but speedy in its 
time. Although it's known that the mail went this 
way, the records of the Postmaster General sub
mitted to the 37th Congress for Route 14793, from 
Sacramento City to Folsom until June 30, 1866, 
record the route with the notation, "Bids to extend 
to Lincoln invited." The award to the Sacramento 
Valley Railroad states, "Contract negotiated, dated 
November 6, 1862 at $4,620 per annum, which 
may have included payment for transporting the 
mail to Lincoln as well. 

Further to the north, the citizens of Marysville 
and Oroville were getting serious in support of their 
Northern Railroad. Construction work in 1863 
culminated in a celebration of completion between 
the two cities on February 15, 1864. The Califor-
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nia Stage Company stages continued to run be
tween the two cities as part of their longer com
mitment. They adjusted schedules to meet the 
trains for passenger pickup and delivery. If any 
mail was moved by train it was done by sub-con
tract to the railroad. 

Elsewhere within the state during this period, 
events were taking place in the railroad system that 
would, in the following years, have a tremendous 
impact on the mail and transportation system over 
the length of the Oregon to Califronia Trail. The 
most important change was the ascendancy of the 
Central Pacific Railroad. This company grew in 
financial strength over all potential competitors, 
based in large part by capturing the east-west trans
portation of the trade between California and the 
booming silver region of Nevada - the Washoe 
mines of the Comstock. 

When the Big Four (Stanford, Crocker, Hun
tington and Hopkins) initiated the Central Pacific 
Railroad eastward along a route generally paral
leling present Interstate Route 80, they recognized 
the importance of this trade. With the Dutch Flat 
and Donner Lake Wagon Road completed, when 
their rails reached Dutch Flat they were able to 
capture the bulk of the Nevada trade. Their com
petition was the Sacramento Valley Railroad from 
Sacramento to Folsom, connecting with the Pio
neer Stage Line, which followed a route aligned 
with what is now U.S. 50 to the south end of Lake 
Tahoe. 

What made the route of the Central Pacific and 
Dutch Flat Wagon Road preferable was the fact 
that it had only one summit to cross before follow
ing the Truckee River down the east slope to 
Truckee Meadows -- today's Reno. The route to 
Washoe via Lake Tahoe had a second Sierra sum
mit to cross between the Tahoe Basin and Carson 
Valley. Theodore Judah not only recognized this 
as the best route, but laid out its financial advan
tages to the Big Four in his Engineer's Report of 
October 22, 1862. 

Documents indicate the rapid escalation of 
profits accruing to the Big Four through the Cen
tral Pacific Railroad even before their rails reached 
as far east as Dutch Flat. These funds came just in 
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time, as they had invested everything they had. In 
the meantime, the Sacramento Valley Railroad had 
been unable to accrue funds to extend their line. 

In George Kraus' excellent book, High Road 
to Promontory, he states, "Interest rates on money 
borrowed in 1865 to build the line were so high, 
that although the Sacramento Valley Railroad op
erated with success before the entry of the Central 
Pacific" into the field, most of its earnings went to 
creditors for interest. When Central Pacific built 
enough track to make its Dutch Flat and Donner 
Lake Wagon Road the fastest and most comfort
able route to the silver mines of the Comstock 
Lode, the Sacramento Valley Railroad was fin
ished." This was also true for the lush profits for
merly obtained by the connecting Pioneer Stage 
Line for their toll road from Folsom via Placerville 
to Lake Valley in the Tahoe Basin. 

In August 1865, the Big Four purchased the 
22.5 mile Sacramento Valley Railroad for 
$800,000, removing it as a threat in any race to the 
summit of the Sierras and beyond. They operated 
it as a separate railroad. Net profits between Janu
ary 1865 and September 1866 for the Central Pa
cific Railroad had been nearly $750,000. Tracks 
reached Cisco, high in the Sierra, on December 
31, 1866, after which almost all of the traffic to 
Washoe passed over the combined Central Pacific 
and Dutch Flat Wagon Road. Net earnings in
creased more than tenfold per month from Janu
ary 1867 ($16,500) to October, when it was 
$17 5,000 -- and at a time when other railroads were 
breaking even, if that. 

This digression into Central Pacific Railroad 
finances has been made to point out the basis be
hind the surprising decision of the Big Four to fi
nance the takeover of other railroad lines in 1867. 
This decision directly affected the future of mail 
up the Sacramento Valley to Shasta and beyond in 
the next decade. 

Again quoting from High Road to Promontory, 
"Not only did the Big Four conquer the mighty 
Sierra in 1867, but they also began reaching out to 
expand their interests, and by the end of the year 
owned not one but five railroads: the Central Pa
cific, the Western Pacific Railroad, the California 
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and Oregon Railroad, the California Central Rail
road and the Yuba Railroad; and they were consid
ering the acquisition of the Southern Pacific Rail
road. There is no doubt that by then these four had 
repaid the loans that they had made to get the Cen
tral Pacific started while awaiting Government aid. 
The sale of the Huntington Hopkins hardware store 
at this time undoubtedly provided extra cash also, 
as the Yuba Railroad was purchased by Hunting
ton himself at a bankruptcy sale." 

The first acquisition was the Western Pacific, 
which protected the Central Pacific connection to 
San Francisco. This occurred about June 8, 1867. 
This was followed by the acquisition of the Cali
fornia Central Railroad, operating between Folsom 
and Lincoln, and of the Yuba Railroad, which was 
partially constructed to Marysville. Both these 
purchase were made about September, and the 
purchases were recorded in late October 1867. 

The fourth acquisition occurred just after the 
time period being considered in this segment, but 
it had the greatest impact on the future develop
ment of transportation between California and 
Oregon. This was the acquisition of the Califor
nia and Oregon Railroad, "which had been incor
porated in San Francisco on June 30, 1865 and was 
to extend north from Marysville to the Oregon 
boundary. It was capitalized at Fifteen Million 
Dollars, aided by land grants through an Act of 
Congress of July 25, 1866. The Big Four as indi
viduals acquired this railroad in November 1867, 
however it was not until January 15, 1868 that for
mal notice was filed with the Secretary of State to 
consolidate the C.&O. with the Yuba Railroad." 

This purchase of the California and Oregon 
Railroad, occurring just after the sale of the Or
egon Stage Company by Henry Corbett to Jesse 
Carr, would have far reaching effects in Northern 
California. Together with railroad developments 
in Oregon, it would eventually spell doom to the 
long stage line. Times were changing. Railroad 
travel was faster, safer, more comfortable, and con
sequently more favored by the public. The next 
few years would see the rapid shrinking of stage 
coach mail and passenger use on the gently graded 
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Sacramento and Willamette River Valleys, leav
ing a mountainous bastion between Shasta and 
Central Oregon for the last busy days of stage coach 
travel. 

Changes in Post Offices 
along the Oregon to California Trail 

September 15, 1860 to October 1, 1867 
This period includes that of mail movement 

by the California Stage Company, and the Oregon 
Stage Company under the management of Henry 
W. Corbett, and by the Central California and Sac
ramento Valley Railroads between Lincoln and 
Sacramento at the southern terminus of the route. 
Surprisingly, there were very few changes in post 
offices during the period along the California por
tion of the route. Six new post offices were estab
lished: Sheridan, Lincoln and Roseville in Placer 
County, all related to the changing emphasis on 
railroad mail; Woodland in Yolo County and St. 
John in Glenn County, near the west branch of the 
trail; and at Pine Creek, directly on the eastern 
branch in Butte County, north of Rock Creek. 

Three offices -- Grove City in Tehama County, 
Hamilton City in Butte County, and Whiskey Creek 
in Trinity County -- were discontinued during the 
period. Ottitawa in Siskiyou County changed its 
name to Fort Jones on November 9, 1860. 

Perhaps the Civil War and all of its depressing 
influence on· migration, settlement and capital ex
pansion was the guiding influence. Much of the 
nation was most likely on hold; "await the out
come" must have been a prevailing influence. The 
silver boom to Washoe may have been another. 
There were still no post offices in Sacramento 
Canyon above Shasta, and new new post offices 
in Shasta Valley at the end of 1867. The only two 
post offices in the far north of California east of 
Scott Valley were Yreka and Henley (Cottonwood). 

A proposed future article will consider the 
transportation of mail and passengers in the fol
lowing twenty years leading up to the last stage 
coaches on the Oregon to California Trail, concur
rent with the beginning of through railroad travel. 
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The Postmasters of Kailua-Kona 
by Randall E. Burt 
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Figure 1. The 1869 map of the Island of Hawaii compared with Holualoa Postmaster Luther Aungst's 1897 
detailed sketch of the Kawaihae mail carrier's route via Kailua on the coastal road south to H ookena, connect
ing at Waiohinu, Kau with Hila carriers. Courtesy of the Archives of Hawaii . 

Location 
Many ships exploring the Pacific in the 1800s 

called at the open ports of Hawaii for fresh water 
and provisions. An unrecorded number of mer
chantmen, whalers, traders and steamers called at 
Kailua's natural harbor. Island coasters brought 
cargo, mail and passengers from Honolulu. An 

1869 map shows the approximate west coast loca
tion of Kailua on the Island of Hawaii, figure 1. 

As chief port in the district of north Kona, 
Kailua provided vessels from Honolulu with sea
sonal produce, tropical fruit, coffee and cattle from 
several upland neighborhood plantations. 
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Overland Mail Routes 
Postmaster H.M. Whitney's December 1855 

notices in The Polynesian advised islanders of the 
new overland mail routes which were to begin in 
January 1856. His plan for the Island of Hawaii 
reads in part as follows. 

MAILS ON HAWAII. 
The Mail-Carrier between Kawaihae and 

Hilo will leave Captain Law's Store at 
Kawaihae every Thursday and returning leave 
B. Pitman's Store in Hilo every MONDAY. A 
Mail-Carrier leaves Captain Law's Store at 
Kawaihae for Kailua and Kealakeakua the first 
and third THURSDAY in each month, and 
leaves Capt. Cumings' Store at Kealakeakua 
the first and third THURSDAY of each month. 

Kailua's First Postmaster 
Postmaster A.K. Clark's 1861 Honolulu Post 

Office notice, figure 2, lists Travis as the first post
master for Kailua; also in table 1. Two of Post
master Joseph Jackson's letters to Travis discussed 
early postal matters and his newly printed plain 
ruled border numerals. His note dated July 21, 
1859, enclosing an initial shipment of the first print
ing, instructs Travis as follows. 

"I forward this day per [schr] 
KEKAULUOHI twenty cards of inter-island 
postage stamps of twenty-five each, to be used 
for all inter-island letters on & after Aug. 1 •t, 
the date when the new law takes effect. All let
ters must then be prepaid in order to be for
warded, & mail carriers should be notified that 
it will be unlawful for them to convey 
unstamped letters outside the mail. I charge 
these stamps to your account, & you will oblige 
by making quarterly returns of the amt. dis
posed of &c. Please return the tin case for a 
further supply when needed." 

Postmaster Jackson's stamp account journal 
entry is in figure 3. 

A note from Travis on July 30 received the fol
lowing response from Jackson on stamps required 
and landing the Kealakeakua mail at Kailua on 
August 2. 
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POST -OFFICE NOTICE! 
ON MW AFTER AUGUST lwT, 18:19, POSTAGE \V[I,L 

be cbntgedon alllNTER-lSL.~ND r.ETTERS, eic~ptlng 
such &If are ereropt by law, at the following r:ues, viz: 

2 eoul• for • very letter wejghing loR~ rhan half ilD nunce , 
4r c:cnt• for such •• weieh more than h.1U :.n ounce and less 
than ooe ounce; and ao on at tbo rate of two cenu (or each 
addirionnl baJf,)unce io wei~ht. 

Intet·islaod poaugo on NEWSPAPERS will be 1 cent 
enclo. exceptln' auch ~• are mailed from the od\ca or publi. 
cotiou, wbich will be free. Pamphlets 3nd Bound Volum .. 31 
tho rate of One Ceat 3n ounce or fnction o( o.n ounco .. 
. . '\II teal oct. ~acJugea ~ill be. ehargoCI with leu~r pollll;e. 
Parcell eont.auunga.uythtn&: bestdes lone r• or p~pt!r5, except ... 
ing liquids in gluses or any •ubat&oce lojurtoua to the c0 n ... 
tonto or mail bago, and of small bulle, will bo conveyed by m•il 
OD the payment or poatage at. tho tate uf Une Cent •n ounce, 
or fraC1ion ofao ounce, in we•ght.. 
• Poauco must in all e&Je• ·be prepaid, and in the abll<!nco or 
sumps poatmooten will be authori:od to recaivo tho pO!to~e in 
money, &Ad marie eueh !etten paid. 

The ·mail ca.rriera on the vo.rioua I! land•, aJJ individuals and 
Coaatlnf veueJ•• wiU nor bo permitted to carry un~ttnmped Jet
ten outai~e tbo mail1 excepting auch aa are exempt by la w. 
. The abon roteo or poetare do not apply to letters and papers 
rocei'l"od from foreign countries, but only to •ueb u aro m:dl· 
ell within the Kingdom-tho rates of forei(ll paatace remain
ing as heretofore .. 
. rr:r Temporery inter-island P010tare Stamp• can be procured 
at the Po.tt Otfice .In; HoaoJulu, after July l~th, or of the 
(C11lowt n~ poraona, wbo aro the .Po~r liAiten. for tb.o various 
Distrieta io which· !hoy reoide: ··· 

. , ·. O~EU. .. . J • .S:uauu., Kahului. 
S. N. E•i:cuo!f, Waialua, G. ill. Sr.a,.cu, ilbkawao .. 

, .· Ewa. . Kula. 
R. MorrtTT, B:o.huku,__ . Ju. :U.uJu:, Ulupalaltua. 
~ ·- - · ... -~ ~ ........ ..._ W.O;- ·B;u.owt!'f, Hana. 

... . Hau.la. 
B. w. Puna,!Uooohe. · . · H.A W.AII. 

. , J .. a. Moaauorr, Jimmakna .. 
EJ.U:!I. J. M&TCALr, Kalepaikuea. 

A. Wt&.cox, Hao~el, . ~· p,,.,.,.,., Bilo. 
· Ana.bolo. .W. C. SHrrll .... , Kau. 

a .. '\., WtDZIUl<l<, Nawillwlll A.liA.a><ll. Co,Laupaboehoe 
R. S. Bou.anaa, Koloa. · . L. Lro:u, Waimom. 
G. II. llowa&.L, Waimea.· G. W. !lt.cT1_K>walhao. 

. M. Tsu."••• K.atJu,.. 
. Jll.AUT. · P. COJOUI<at, Kealakekua. 

c. 9. B.aTow, Lab•ina. E. Bor<o, Kobala. 
J. 0. a..vau:oaT, W•ilulcn. • G. OwtoHT, ~loletai. 

DO'" Any · penon not duly autbori%8d, who 1hall ope11 
any mall ba,, will bo pro1eeutcd ao pro•ided Cor in Sewor 
409 oC the now Poat Odic• lAW I . 

. . A. K. CLARK, Post M4ittet Coner31. 
'Pool Oflleo; lloilolulu, A.ur. 30, 1869. 8-tr 

Figure 2. PMG A.K. Clark's POST OFFICE NOTICE 
listed all postmasters in The Polynesian on May 11, 
1861. 

Yours of the 30th ult. is received and I notice 
what you say in regard to paying for stamps as 
you require them & keeping an account with 
this office of the same. If you prefer to do as 
above I , of course, have no objection to the 
arrangement. I have instructed the Capt. of the 
[schr] KEKAULUOHI to in future land the 
Kealakeakua mail bag at your port when he is 
going to be detained there such a length of time 
as would enable it to reach its destination 
sooner by land. 

The Kailua Post Office stamp account and the 
1859 foreign postage account for J.N. Travis are 
shown in figures 4 and 5. 
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Figure 3. Postmaster Joseph Jackson's initial issue of inter-island numerals were listed in J ournal28,folio 67, 
stamp accounts for island post offices Kaupakuea, Kealakekua and Kailua on Hawaii; Lahaina, Maui; and 
Nawiliwili and Koloa on Kauai. Archives of Hawaii. 
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Figure 4. Kailua Postmaster J.N. Travis's postage charges on foreign mail and stamp purchases were kept by 
the Honolulu General Post Office from 1859. Archives of Hawaii. 

Postmaster Jackson Died; Clark Appointed 
From Honolulu Postmaster General A.K. Clark 

wrote two letters to Kailua Postmaster Travis in 
September1859. Dated September 5, the first re
sponded to several notes from Travis which reads 
as follows. 

Your favors of August 2nd & Aug. lOth are at 
hand. They have laid unanswered owing to the 
sickness of the late Postmaster General. 

We are unable to furnish scales to Postmas
ters at different places; consequently, you will 
have to use your judgment in regard to the 
weight of letters for the present. You write in 
regard to landing the mail at Kailua & forward
ing it across land to Kealakeakua; the new ar
rangement had hardly begun to work. I shall 
wait till I hear again from you before making 
any change." 
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Postmaster General Clark advised Travis of a 
change needed a few weeks later in a note dated 
September 26 which reads as follows. 

Mr. T.H .. Paris informs me that the mail car
rier goes from Kawaihae to Kealakeakua by 
water. You will please oblige him in future to 
go from Kailua to Kealakeakua by land, stop
ping at "Hudsonville," Mr. T.H. Paris' store on 
his way, as he will then accommodate more 
the residents of Kona than going by water. 

Travis Resigned; Montgomery Appointed 
After Travis resigned in December 1868 Post

master General A. P. Brickwood appointed Daniel 
Montgomery to replace him. A letter dated Janu
ary 29, 1869 from Montgomery discussed a seri
ous problem within the kingdom, postage stamps 
being used twice on inter-island mail. Enclosing 
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Figure 5. Kailua P.O. sold about twenty sheets of2¢ stamps annually in the 1860s. Ten sheets of the 2¢ 
National Bank Note Co. issue are charged on December 5, 1864~ Fromlourna/46, Archives of Hawaii. 

the evidence, Montgomery wrote as follows. Brickwood's Solution 
I enclose herewith for your inspection 2 let- Postmaster General Brickwood ordered and put 

ters which have been posted here with second into use at least two different scarifying hand can-
hand stamps, and beg to enquire whether there eels which defaced the paper by cutting into the 
is any law under which the parties may be pros- stamps to allow the indelible ink to soak through. 
ecuted, and if so, please state under what sec- That may have stopped the wide spread practice 
tion, as the authorities here seem to have doubts of soaking the cancels off of the lower values of 
on the point. adhesives. 
If the parties are liable, please return the let- Evans described these scarifying cancellers in 

ters for evidence, the writer of the one for two 1922 short CCP articles. He noted that the frrst 
Kawaihae I know, as I happened to be present design consisted of three rings inside two concen-
when he was in the act of dropping it into the tric circles. The three small circles act as punches 
letter box, and the name of the writer of the to cut into the paper, thus carrying the ink into the 
other letter you will please obtain & forward fibers. The design looks like a button. The second 
to me. design consists of three concentric circles, the outer 

If there is any law to cover the case, it would two being broken. The inner complete circle breaks 
be well to have it enforced, and a stop put to the paper fibers to let the ink soak through. Their 
the numerous frauds of this character. use was reported on the 1864 - 1871 one cent 
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Figure 6. Honolulu General Post Office Bulletin posted in front of Honolulu Hale announced closing of inter
island and foreign mail with shiparrival and departure on Friday, January 15, 1869. (PMG Scrap Book, AH) 

purple (Sc. 30) and the 1875 two cent brown (Sc. tioned PMG Brickwood to encourage 
35) postal portrait of Kalakaua, bottom table 4. Montgomery's replacement. Brickwood discussed 

A Petition to Replace Montgomery 
After his first five months as postmaster of 

Kailua, a large contingent of local detractors peti-
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the matter with Montgomery on May 25, 1869, 
tempering his view with a plea for patience and 
more tolerance from an underpaid public servant 
as follows. 
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Figure 6a. Newspaper advertisements for Kailua 
coasters,from the Pacific Commerical Advertiser, 
April 27, 1867. 

By the [schr] KONA PACKET I received a 
petition signed by about 70 (Hawaiian) natives 
of your district, requesting me to appoint some 
other person in your place as postmaster. 
Among the reasons they ask for a change are: 

- that you will not permit the mail carriers to 
take the letters and papers of those living on 
the route and at a distance from Kailua in or
der that he may deliver them on the way; 

- that you do not take proper care of the mails 
when they arrive in the schooner, or of letters 
or papers; 

- shutting the door in their faces, &c, &c. 
It is unfortunate that such complaints should 

be made, the more so, that if they are just, the 
small remuneration allowed to postmasters al
most precludes me from acting with perfect 
freedom in the matter. I cannot demand, with 
good grace, that a man shall do what I feel he 
is not properly paid for doing. I am conse
quently obliged to rely on the spirit of accom
modation of the P.M.s for the satisfactory per
formance of their duties, rather than upon the 
fact that they are properly paid for what they 
do. 

I trust that you will inform me of your view 
of the complaints of the people referred to and 
whether it would not be well to endeavor to 
conciliate them somewhat. I am aware that a 
large allowance should be made in complaints 
like this one, one object of which is undoubt· 
edly to secure the appointment of a person who, 
for the moment at least, is more popular with 
the people than you are. It is unnecessary for 
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me to add that so far as your acts as Postmas
ter have related to this office, they have been 
al.together satisfactory. 

Trouble in Sending Mail by Coasters 
Postmaster Montgomery's letter to PMG 

Brickwood on July 15, 1869 detailed complaints 
against captains of coasters KONA PACKET, fig
ure 6, and PRINCE. 

I am surprised to learn from your favor of 
the 12th inst. that no mail was received from this 
place by the KONA PACKET as I forwarded 
by her the Mail Bag from here and one from 
Mr. Smith [Kealakekua], both of which were 
ready for the PRINCE and would have been 
sent by her had I either known of her arrival, 
or the captain called, as he states, for the Mails. 
I was awoke after midnight by a voice outside 
my gate and before I could learn the cause, the 
parties had left and as I learn, the Schr PRINCE 
called here that night, supposing that must have 
been what [Capt.] West considers calling for 
the Mails. 

Dr. Lee was at my house at the time and 
strongly advised me to prosecute the vessel & 
it is for you to say whether this is calling for 
the ~ails in the manner contemplated by law. 

To· show you that Capt. West not only ne
glected to take the Mails from Kailua, but also 
from Mr. Smith's office on his last trip, I en
close a note from the letter from which it will 
soon be seen that [Capt.] West does just as he 
likes and will probably continue to do so until 
the Laws are enforced against him. 

Postmaster Alex Smith, Kealakekua, also in
dicted Capt. West in several letters to Postmaster 
General Brickwood for mail bag abuse during this 
period. 

Two Kailua Coasters 
Built by William Miller's New London, CT 

shipyard, known as theFRUITER, later named the 
KONA PACKET, the 40-ton schooner arrived in 
Honolulu in February1867 to serve in the inter
island coasting fleet until it left in 1871, figure 6a. 
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Figure 7. An October 9, 1871 quarterly cash payment credited to H.N. Greenwell, Kealakekua and Kailua post 
offices. (Cash Book #1, Archives of Hawaii.) 

The 85-ton schooner PRINCE served on the 
Princeville, Kauai run in 1867, then as a tender to 
the whaleship PERU in 1868. T.R. Foster pur
chased and refitted the PRINCE in 1870 for the 
Kona route. He still owned her when it was 
wrecked at Huelo, Maui on January 10, 1883. 

By late August 1869 Postmaster Montgomery 
may have had enough of public service at Kailua 
as he resigned the next month. 

Montgomery Resigned; Greenwell Appointed 
Postmaster General Brickwood sent H.N. 

Greenwell a commission as Postmaster for Kailua 
on September 15, 1869. His note enclosing Green
well's certificate of appointment reads as follows. 

Your letter of the 14th in st. came duly to hand. 
I take great pleasure in enclosing commission 
as postmaster at Kailua. It is quite unneces
sary for me to instruct you as to the duties of 
Postmaster; as you are now well posted in that 
respect as I am myself, and much better, in re
gard to the requirements of the people in your 
District. 

Greenwell had served several years as postmas
ter at Kaawaloa until late 1868 when that office 
was merged with Kealakekua. About this time 
Greenwell acquired the property next to Judge Hart 
in the Onouli land division up hill at Kalukalu 
where he built a general store. 

Honolulu general post office stamp accounts 
for Greenwell's public service at Kailua from 1869 
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to October 5, 1874 are shown in figures 7 through 
12. Henry Cooper, who managed a general store 
in Kailua, replaced Greenwell as postmaster. 

Henry Cooper Appointed; 
Greenwell at Kealakekua 

PMG Brickwood sent Henry Cooper an ap
pointment as postmaster at Kailua on October 5, 
187 4 with a note which reads as follows. · 

At the recommendation of Messrs A.S. 
Cleghorn & Co., [who owns a general store 
there] I have the pleasure to enclose your ap
pointment as Postmaster at Kailua. I observe 
that the emoluments are small for all the Coun
try post offices; yet, I trust you will always 
make the mails what they are expected to be, 
the means of safe & speedy accommodation 
to the public, both Native & Foreigner -

A Salary Under Drawn 
After four years as postmaster Hy Cooper did 

not realize that in October 1878 he had not drawn 
his full salary. On October 9, First Clerk Louis P. 
DuBois wrote Cooper as follows. 

I am instructed by the P.M. General to re
quest you make up your account with this of
fice, to date, and draw upon him for the amt 
which may be due you. 

Brickwood 's November 4 letter to Cooper ad
vised him of the correct balance left in his account 
for salary as follows. 
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Figure 8. Kailua P.O. stamp account for June 30,1870 to October 8, 1871 has salaries 
paid to postmasters for Kailua and Kealakekua. Archives of Hawaii. 
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I have the honor to herewith enclose to you 
your statement of the account as it stands in 
this office. I see you evidently do not keep an 
account and therefore do not know how you 
stand, for sometime since, you drew upon me 
for $50. At that time there was a balance due 
you of $101.30. Should this be correct, please 
draw upon me for $51.30 to balance up to Oct. 
31st 1878. 

., .. ._, 

· . . · 
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Cooper Resigned; Davis Appointed 
Postmaster Cooper wrote PMG Brickwood 

about his salary on November 22 and enclosed his 
resignation in the following note. 

Your favor 11111 inst. to hand. I was under the 
impression that I had drawn the full amount 
due me as Postmaster at Kailua, but cannot find 
any entry in my book for Oct. 1877. 

I have drawn upon you by this mail for 51.30 

49 

-.. . . . · \ .. · 

. . ; . -·I· 
• - - · - • .. ,. , '~'---.1:.-. "JL-. ;-.,--?--1 
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Figure 9. Kealakekua P.O. Stamp Account, June 30, 1870 to October 9, 1871 has entries for Kailua P.O. 
(Journa/47, Archives of Hawaii) 
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favor J.C. Neill. Mr. W. Davis has bought out 
the Kailua business and I beg to resign my 
position and would cordially recommend him 
to you as a man well qualified for the position. 

Writing for PMG Brickwood, First Clerk 
Dubois sent William H. Davis the following note 
on November 26, 1878. 

I have the honor to herewith appoint you 
Postmaster of Kailua, Hawaii, commencing 
Oct. 1, 1878 and will Cr(edit) you with the 
salary for the l/4 ending Dec. 31st 1878 and you 
can pay Mr. Cooper for the time he served dur
ing the quarter. This you can settle to your own 
satisfaction. The compensation for services as 
P.M. will be$12.50perquarterand lOpercent 
commissions on all stamps bought. At any time 
you require stamps, send tin case and I will 
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return same at the earliest possible time. 
Postmaster Davis acknowledged receipt of his 

appointment as postmaster on November 30, 1878. 
His note to Brickwood acknowledging the turn 
over.reads as follows. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your es
teemed favor of the 261h inst. appointing me 
Post Master at this place, vice Mr. Cooper, re
signed. I trust that attention, care and dispatch 
in its business will be a marked feature during 
my incumbency, as, I am assured, it has been 
that of my predecessor. 

Three years later PMG Brickwood informed 
Davis of his small salary balance left to his credit 
on May 30, 1881 as follows. 

I find in looking over the Kailua P.O. ale that 
there is a chge Jany 241h of 10 sheets 2c stamps 

I 
I 
.I 

I , " 

Figure 10. Kealakekua P.O. stamp account has postage charges, stamp purchases, mail carriage and postmas
ter salaries, starting with a Kawaihae P.O. mail carriage payment to Konafor the quarter ending December 31, 
1870. Archives of Hawaii. 
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Figure 12. Kailua P.O. charges are debited to Kealakekua P.O. (top, Journa/33); note quarterly salaries paid 
September 30, 1874 (bottom Journa/34, Archives of Hawaii. 

& no credit for salary Mch 31st; hence, I send 
you the enclosed ale showing balance due you 
-three & 50/100 dollars subject to your order. 
Three weeks later that balance increased by the 
amount of his quarterly salary. PMGBrickwood 
advised Davis of his new balance on June 21, 
1881 as follows. 

In addition to the 2.00 due your office Mch 
3151 as per ale reed, your salary to June 30th is 
12.50, making a total of $16 due you. Please 
draw on this office for the amt. or we will send 
you stamps for the same as you prefer. Please 
answer us by return mail. 

Table 2 and figure 13 show some stamp requi
sition memos Davis sent to Honolulu in 1879 -
1880. 

Kaelemakule Replaced Davis 
Davis resigned as Kailua Postmaster in Janu

ary 1884, replaced by J. Kaelemakule, who served 
to June 8, 1900. Several of his letters to PMG Oat 
in 1895 discussed the overland mail route from 
Kawaihae via Kailua and Kealakekua. The first of 
those letters dated January 19, reads as follows. 

Yours of the 14m was received informing me 
of certain complaints made to you of people 
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Figure 13. Memo stamp requests Davis sent to Honolulu in 1879 and 1880, table 2. (AH) 

entering the office where the letters are dis_. 
tributed and instructing me to forbid anyone 
entering the same, and also informing me to 
be very careful with the work of the P.O. and 
in answer I would state that I would do the 
work as you ordered. 

In order that the work would be done thor
oughly, I would state that an enlargement shall 
be made in my store and set aside for the P.O. 
Estimation has been given that $140 would be . 
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sufficient for the work. Owing to the increase 
of tbe population of the district, more work to 
be done, I would ask for an increase of $5.00 
per month to my salary so that I would be able 
to have an assistant. (If not satisfactory to you, 
it is a matter of small importance.) 

A telephone system will be established in this 
district very soon and it is estimated $6.00 
would be the charge per month. I would ask 
that the P.O. would pay half & I the other half. 
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Mail Volume Processed at Kailua 
The volume of domestic mail Postmaster 

Kaelemakule processed for Kailua in the years 
1887 through 1894, table 3, depicts a three hun
dred per cent jump in biennial period 1888- 1890, 
due to an Oriental immigrant population growth 
on the sugar plantations. Revenue stamp sales by 
the Registrar of Public Accounts for labor contracts 
reflected that same increase in this period. 

Translation: 

June 2003 

The Overland Mail Route to Kailua 
Twelve dollars a week or $624 a year was paid 

to native mail carrier Polohau to cover the 50-mile 
Waiohinu to Kailua route each week, or three trips 
monthly by June 30, 1890. In the other direction, 
mail carrier Paiwa made three monthly trips on his 
50-mile route, Kealakekua to Kawaihae, for fifty 
dollars, or three hundred dollars a year in 1890. 

Postmaster Kaelemakule wrote PMG Oat on 

I am returning this letter addressed to this office "T. Nakamura". I do not have this Japanese here. 
Many thanks, 
J. Kaelemakule 

Figure 14. Postmaster Kaelemakule's May 8, 1897 date stamp on a cover letter returning missent mail, received 
in Honolulu on May I 1. Archives of Hawaii file M-452. 

Page 51 



Western Express 

January 21, 1895 about the overland mail carrier 
that served Kailua, connecting with the Waiohinu 
mail carrier. His letter to request a salary increase 
for the mail carrier reads as follows. 

Last week Wednesday I had a conversation 
with the P.M. ofWaiohinu at Kailua here, after his 
return from Honolulu. He informed me that you 
had a talk with him concerning the Mail carrier 
from Kawaihae to Kealakekua and attending the 
same to Hookena, S. Kona and there to meet the 
Carrier from Waiohinu and then return to catch the 
(stmr) KINAU at Kawaihae. I have informed the 
carrier from Kawaihae concerning this proposed 
change. He has agreed to do the work, but his sal
ary be increased to $75.00 per month. Please in
form me if it is satisfactory so that the work could 
be started on the first ofFeb'y. 

Kaelemakule wrote to Oat on March 25, 1895 
about the route change as follows. 

For the extension of carrying the mail from 
Kawaihae to Hookena & back to Kawaihae, reach
ing there in time to meet the KIN AU on her return 
to Honolulu. Mr. Paiwa has agreed to undertake 
the work for $75.00 per month & will commence 
to carry the mail on the first week of April. 

Figure 14 shows a May 8, 1897 date strike from 
Postmaster Kaelemakule. 

Mail Carrier for Kailua Changed in 1898 
Prominent Kailua resident A. McWayne com

plained to PMG Oat on May 2, 1898 about mail 
carrier Paiwa who habitually tarried along the route 
till evening as follows. 

The mail carrier has been playing the devil 
again. It is high time we got rid of him. Although 
the (stmr) CLAUDINE arrived very early, we did 
not get our mail till dark. He has not been paying 
his men and they say they will do as they like about 
carrying the mail. One time two women from 
Kohanaiki were at my office Saturday and said he 
was at his house when they left; yet, he did not get 

to Kailua till 6 p.m. He pays no attention to the 
telephone, will not answer it. If you put McGuinn 
in charge, you can be sure we will get our mail on 
time. 
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At this time we want it as soon as we can get 
it. Don't stand on sentiment with this old rascal 
Paiwa. PMG Oat planned a change in the mail car
rier for Kailua. Several North Kona businessmen 
applied to PMG Oat for the overland mail route in 
May 1898. One qualified applicant, J.A. Maguire, 
wrote PMG Oat on May 16 as follows. 

I have been asked by a number of the residents 
in Kona to carry the mail from Kawaihae to 
Hookena via Kailua and return, over the route as 
at present. I beg to state that I am willing to under
take the duties and will do all in my power to ren
der the services in an acceptable way to you. 

Please accept the foregoing as an application 
for the position. 

A Handy Roadside Mail Box 
J.C. Lenhart, from Kalaoa, North Kona, wrote 

PMG Oat on May 23, 1898 about the overland 
mail carrier who could drop his mail off on the 
way from Kawaihae as follows. 

I am living inN. Kona, 9 miles from the near
est Post Office, which is Kailua. The overland mail 
from Kawaihae to Kailua passes my door. It fre
quently causes me great inconvenience and delay 
to get my mail from Kailua. A very great favor; if 
you see the way clear, to instruct the postmaster at 
Kawaihae, to do up my mail in a separate pack
age, and have the mail carrier drop it in a box by 
the road-side, at the Catholic Church at Kalaoa. 
This box is quite accessible, so that a man on horse
back can deposit the letters with very little incon
venience. 

"I would like my mail and that of Geo. C. 
Hayes done up in the same bundle. 

"Anything that you may be able to do for me 
along this line will be greatly appreciated." 

J.A. Maguire, Kailua Mail Carrier 
On May 26, 1898 J.A. Maguire wrote PMG 

Oat about being ready to take the mail on June 1 

as follows. 
Your favor of 20th inst. came duly to hand and 

in reply, would say that I am ready immediately to 
undertake the duties of mail carrier in case I am 
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appointed. If you will kindly answer by (stmr) 
MAUNA LOA, I could then take charge on the 1 sl 

of the corning month. 
Maguire acknowledged his appointment as 

Kailua's overland mail carrier on June 11. I was 
duly favored with yours of 6th inst. and will be pre
pared for the arrival at Kawaihae of the mail on 
the KIN AU's return from Honolulu. 

I trust by discharging the duties to your satis
faction to mark my appreciation of the appoint
ment. 

Kailua-Kona, Territory of Hawaii 
As the Republic of Hawaii post offices· were 

transferred to the United States Post Office De
partment, J. Kaelemakule resigned as Postmaster 

June 2003 

of Kailua. Charles B. Hall received the appoint
ment as the first United States postmaster of 
Kailua-Kona, his appointment signed by President 
William McKinley, table 1. 

Cancel Date Stamps 
Postmaster William H. Davis received the first 

circular date hand stamp canceller to use on mail 
from Kailua in May 1883, table 4. Kaelemakule 
received a new canceller in March 1891. Examples 
shown are taken from official correspondence to 
Honolulu. Drawings of the two scarifying cancels 
PMG Brickwood used, reported by Evans, are com
pared with drawings from Wm. J. Davey, both pre
sumably taken from covers. 

SOURCES 

Postmaster General Letter Books, Correspondence files, Archives of Hawaii (AH) 
Postmaster General Stamp Account Ledger Journals, AH 
Ministers of Interior and Finance Biennial Reports to the Legislature, March 31, 1888; 1890; 1892; 

1894 
Davey, William J., "The Cancels of Hawaii, 1859- 1900," Postal Markings, January 1943, Chicago 
Evans, William, "Scarifying Cancellations Used in Hawaii," and "A Scarifying Canceller Used Abroad," 

The Collector's Club Philatelist, January and April 1922, Volume 1, Numbers 1 and 2 
Kona Historical Society, A Guide to Old Kona, P.O. Box 398, Captain Cook, HI 96704 
Stewart, William R., ed. & pub., "Comments on Davey's Hawaiian Cancels, article in Postal Markings, 

January 1943 
The Polynesian, May 11, 1861 
The Pacific Commercial Advertiser, August 21 and 25, 1900, postmaster appointments. 
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Table 1 
Postmaster Appointmen~ for Kailua, Island of Hawaii 

KAILUA (Means "two seas" or "two currents") District of North Kona, former home of Hawaiian 
kings. Name changed to Kailua-Kona on July 13, 1957. 

J.N. Travis July _, 1859 -December _, 1868 
Daniel Montgomery January_, 1869 -September _, 1869 Resigned 
Henry N. Greenwell September 15, 1869 -October 4, 1874 
Henry (Hy) Cooper October 5, 1874 -November 26, 1878 Resigned 
William. Davis October 1, 1878 -January_, 1884 
J. Kaelemakule February_, 1884 -June 8, 1900 Resigned 
Charles B. Hall* June 9, 1900 - _ __ , 1902+ U.S. Post Office 
J.P. Curts June 30 1905? -June 30, 1914+ 
Linzy C. Child 'July 16, 1918 -
Francis K.C. Foo (Acting) December 28, 1938 -
Francis K.C. Foo January 20, 1944 -
HowardS. Green June 1, 1949 -
James C. Amarino (Acting) June 26, 1971 -

Note: Greenwell moved to Kealakekua in April1870 to open a store and was then appointed postmaster at Kalukalu, 
but retained supervision of the Kailua post office until October 1874. 

* President William McKinley appointed Hall as Kailua postmaster of a United States post office in the territory of 
Hawaii, listed in the Pacific Commercial Advertiser, August 21 and 25, 1900. Husted's Directory for 1905-06 
listed John Kaelemakule, gen. mdse. Kailua. 

Table 2 
Stamp Requisitions Kailua Postmaster Wm. H. Davis Sent to Honolulu in 1879-1880 

Date 
Jan.31, 1879 
Mch. 8, 1879 
June 6, 1879 
Aug. 11, 1879 
May 17, 1880 
July 17, 1880 
Nov. 12, 1880 

Denomination 
2¢ 
2¢ 
2¢ 
2¢ 
2¢ 
2¢ 
2¢ 

Table 3 

Amount 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$20.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 

Volume of Domestic Mail Processed Through Kailua Post Office, 1887-1894 

Biennial Period Letters Received Newsprints Letters Sent Newsprints 
Ordinary Registered Ordinary Registered 

April1 1887-
March 31, 1888 4401 9 4,399 4 8,423 
March 31, 1890 11,020 7 63 13,475 10 12,563 
March 31, 1892 12,173 11 88 14,122 21 13,000 
March 31, 1894 14,231 35 108 16,553 58 17,081 
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Table 4 
Postmarks from web.site www.PostOfficeinParadise used by permission. 

Below: Scarifying cancel sketches submitted by Evans (1922) compared with Wm. J. Davey's 
sketches (1939); from PMG Brickwood's cancel stamp. 

Davev Number 

·--" 
July 1, 'i 8s6 ·--· ·-

282.016 

282.011 

--........ / ·---._ 

( ~ )\ : 
\~) .___ 

c 11 

Period of Use 

May 1883 -May 1900 Two outer circles, one inner circle 

frame bold serifed town name; ten ray 

side ornaments; three Jine center date. 

March 1891 -June 1900 Two outer circles, one inner circle 

enclose a bold, serifed to~n name; eight 

rays on side ornaments; three line center 

c 17 

0(Q') 
Evansr sketches 

date. 

Compare Wm. J. Davey's catalogue numbers C-11, C-17 with Wm. Evans 1922 sketches. 
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Old Newspaper Items from Robert Chandler 

J. C. TRU:rl"IAN, 
S~:N FRAN:CISCO, 

Office No 34 ilion tgomery street, 
Opposite the Lick House. 

E. M. CHAP:PvlAN, 
SAN JOSE, 

Cftice at Waldteu.Ce:-l's Booli. Emporium, 
.JlfW"]Jhy' s Block, .1.lla1·ket street, San Jose. 

M ESSRS. TRUMAN & CHAPMAN will, from and 
l a-fter this date run an Express to and from· 
San Jose to San Fradcisco and all the intermed_iate 
Stations. 

The undersigned in soliciting a share of the public ' 
patronao-e., will endeaver by moderate charges and 

I 
prompt ~xecution of orders left wi~h them, and a strict 
attention to the Express business in all its branches; ·

1 I to deserve the confidence they solicit. 
I . . . J. c. TR IDI.AN' 

-E. M. CHAPMAN, 
San Jose, Feb. 18th, 1863.-tf . 

.. 

0FF~CB OJ' 

~tll~, ~ar~o & QPo. 

To ouR AGENTS : 
SAN FRANCISCO, . S~pt. 15, 1864. 

.·· . 

Purchase from Post Office all three cent 
Government" Envelopes you can get and send them to 
this office, •f ADVANCED CHARGES," to Zander. Pay in Le· 
gal Tender Notes-Gold if necessary. · 

GET THEM sure and ·quietly. 

WE LIB, FARGO & CO. 

A standing ad 
taken from the 
San Jose Mer
cury, of June 23, 
1864 

This circular came out about the same time that the Chamber of Commerce issued a blistering report against the 
San Francisco post office. Service plummeted when Postmaster Robert F. Perkins dismissed the old clerks and 
hired ignorant Connessite political hacks from the interior. 
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