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President's Message 
Western Cover Society Members! We have 

a Vice President! David Snow, only 51, and 
therefore a mere youngster, has signed on! As 
befitting Western Express, David collects ex
presses from California, Nevada, Oregon, and 
like Dale Forster, Eastern Oregon-known to
day as the states of Idaho, Montana, Utah, Colo
rado, and British Columbia. Western-used Star 
Dies also fascinate him, along with Eastern In
dependent Mails from the mid-1840s. Need it be 
said that a Massachusetts dealer snookered him 
into this hobby-one Henry M. Spelman III! 
David brings to us experience as the secretary 
of the Pacific Northwest Postal History Society, 
and allied with that, a director of the Northwest 
Philatelic Library in the City of the Roses. Look 
for his articles in Western Express. Introduce 
yoursel ves by email to David Snow at 
dwsnow@quik.com . 

We spent Friday the l31b of August in the 
City of the Plain, where a stampede of Ponies 
nearly crushed us in its magnitude. At this 
American Philatelic Society Sacramento show, 
George Kramer, three times Champion of 
Champions, had a mere one frame exhibit- of 
all the Overland Pony Express handstamps 
printed franks, and adhesives (6 in number)~ 
Elsewhere, Steve W alske had the winning one
frame ~xhibit on this equine express showing a 
splendtd range of Running Ponies. Member 
Sherry Straley covered herself in glory with a 
splendiferous Sacramento exhibit, while our half
time editor Mike Mahler's Californians won the 
best revenues. Dennis Hassler proved to be a 
capital winner by exhibiting "Our Wandering 
Capitol." 

Wilson Hume of the National Postal Museum 
of the Smithsonian Institution reported on past 
an.d upcoming ~xhibits: 1847 stamps; Queen 
Ehzabeth II's pnvate collection; similar repre
sentations from the Postmaster General; and the 
Benjamin K. Miller Collection that has been in 
storage at the New York Public Library for the 
past 30 years. Whenever this fine museum has 
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questions on California covers, they will contact 
that renowned expert, our Treasurer, Oscar 
Thomas. 

American Philatelic Society Treasurer 
Nicholas G. Carter declared that the May 2006 
International Exposition at Washington, D.C. 
is now a viable show, with contributors and deal
ers signing up rapidly . George Kramer is an 
Exhibit Chairman, so contact him with your 
entries. WCS will have a one-frame exhibit em
phasizing lower-priced, but intriguing covers to 
entice more into philately. Dale Forster has this 
project well in hand. 

This emphasis is GOOD! Chad Snee, a se
nior editor of Linn's Stamp News, sounded a 
gloomy note to all collectors: Only retiring Baby 
Boomers will save Philately! In the past five 
years, paid Linn's subscribers have dropped 
from 65,000 to 40,000; they have more born in 
the 1910s than born in the 1960s! Recruit new 
WCS members, NOW! 

For next year' s WESTPEX speaker, John 
Drew engaged Jann Garvis, the expert on La 
Porte, Sierra/Plumas County. Her book is in 
press, and she will detail the various Everts' 
Expresses. 

How easy it is ... to stamp on a cover. For 
the past month, "oldrubber" out of Seattle has 
been selling on eBay some 430 of his self
mounted rubber stamps. Three of them were 
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Pony Express, St. Joseph, Nov. 8, at $15.65, 
which I did not see; a double line oval Wells 
Fargo & Co' s Yankee Jim' s Express [1852], for 
$2.99; and $5.05 for a "Wells Fargo & Co's Ex
press Steamboat" in a scalloped hexagon. 

For the collector who has everything: 
Stamps.com offers "PhotoStamps" that allow 
customers to put personal photographs on a 
sheet of twenty legal U.S. postage borders, rang
ing from 23 cents for a postcard stamp to $3.85 
for priority mail. 

Robert J. Chandler 

From Your Editor 
Michael Mahler 
2721 2nd St. #211 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
e-mail: mikemahl@att.net 

Thanks to mainstay contributors Randall 
Burt and Bob Chandler, and to Ken Harrison, 
Bill Sammis, Charley Kemp, and Bob Nichols, 
who answered the call for articles! 

Secretary's Report 
Renewal: 
Robert J. Bannan 
PO Box 216 
Rochester, W A 98579 

New member: 
Stephen S. Whitington 
6320 Meadow Vista Dr. 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Collects: Western Express 

Change of address: 
Merry H. Shaimes 
15455 Glenoaks Blvd. spc. 20 
Sylmar, CA 91342-1396 

James S. Gerson 
19 Timber Point Rd. 
Rock Hill, NY 12775 
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The California Gold Rush 
A Sesquicentennial Tribute 

compiled by Alan H. Patera 

We continue this series on the California Gold Rush with excerpts from the Georgetown Weekly News, 
Placerville Mountain Democrat, and Coloma Empire County Argus, all from October through Decem
ber, 1854. Additional excerpts from our usual main source, the San Francisco Alta California, and the 
Sacramento Daily Union, may be forthcoming in subsequent issues. 

Harris' Express 
We are glad to learn that our fri end, Mr. 

Harris, a gentleman well known in this portion 
of the country, has started an Express, running 
between Placerville and Wisconsin Hill, embrac
ing Coloma, Greenwood Valley, Georgetown, 
Spanish Dry Diggings, Spanish Bar Bridge, 
Paradise, North Star House, Todd's Valley and 
Yankee Jim's. We doubt not that Mr. Harris 
will make an efficient Expressman. His route is 
an important one, and the wonder is with us, 
that it has not been previously occupied. 

Georgetown Weekly News, October 26, 1854 

We learn that the Banking and Express Of
fices of Adams & Co. and Wells, Fargo & Co., 
in this town, will be closed on Sunday, the 5th 
day of November, and on every Sunday there
after, except during one hour after the arrival 
of the Sacramento stage, when they will be open 
for the transaction of Express business only. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, October 28, 1854 

Mail Wanted 
We call attention from the proper authori

ties, to the necessity existing, for the establish
ment of a mail between Georgetown and 
Placerville. Between these two villages there are 
quite a number of smaller towns, embracing 
Spanish Flat, Kelsey's and others, whose citizens 
in the transmission of their letters from one place 
to another, are entirely dependent upon the Sac
ramento mail. This often requires the lapse of 
nearly a week's time before letters can be re-

ceived, when, at the farthest it should not have 
required over one or two hours. 

An excellent stage line is already running on 
the route, and therefore the expenses of estab
lishing a mail would be both light and expedient. 

Georgetown Weekly News, November 2, 1854 

Miners' Envelopes 
Miners wishing to purchase letter envelopes 

illustrative of their business, can be accommo
dated at Mr. Wm. T. Gibbs' new bookstore on 
Main St. 

Georgetown Weekly News, Nove;nber 2, 1854 

Daily Mail to Sacramento 
Our citizens have long since had cause to 

complain of the negligence of officials in the dis
charge of their duty in the establishment of a 
daily mail between Georgetown and Sacramento. 
Our mail matter for Georgetown is nearly as large 
on the list as any post-office in the mountains, 
and yet we have only the privilege of the mails 
twice a week; and when we consider that we 
have no intermediate mail between Georgetown 
and her neighbor villages, and that no matter 
how short the distance between these places, all 
letters, papers, &c., entrusted to the mail , is 
forced to take the semi-weekly round by way of 
Sacramento previous to their arrival at their 
place of destination it must be acknowledged that 
this is extremely inconvenient, as well as unjust. 
Why is it that other towns in the mountains of 
even less importance, so far as numbers are con
cerned, can have their daily mail, while we are 
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frequently reduced to the necessity of waiting, 
for a week at a time, for simply the transmission 
of our letters and papers from Sacramento? 

Georgetown Weekly News. November 9, 1854 

Stage Departures from Sacramento 
The Union says: Passengers who left Sacra

mento by the California Stage Company 's coaches, 
November 1st~ To Marysville and Shasta, 53. To 
Mokelumne Hill and Sonora, 23. To Jackson, 
21. To Coloma, 22. To Placerville, 20. To Ne
vada (Telegraph Line), 14. To Nevada (Accom
modation line, via Auburn), 20. To Georgetown, 
28 . To Stockton, 10. To Mormon Island and 
Rattlesnake Bar, 22. Total, 256. 

Georgetown Weekly News, November 9, 1854 

Daily Mail to Georgetown 
We have neglected to announce the estab

lishment of a daily mail to Georgetown via Span
ish Flat. It is carried by the Pioneer Staoe Line 0 , 

and will prove a great convenience to our citi
zens. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, December 2, 1854 

Accommodation Stage Line from Diamond 
Springs to Georgetown via Johntown, 
Coloma, Cold Springs and Mud Springs. 

... Offices at the Georgetown Hotel; Diamond 
Springs, at the Howard House. In connection 
with the above, passengers can be forwarded 
by a Train of Saddle Animals, to Todd' s Valley, 
Yankee Jims, Wisconsin Hi ll , and Iowa Hill. 
Robert Elli s. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, December 9, 1854 

Stage Fare Reduced 
In consequence of opposition, says the State Jour

nal, the California Stage Company have reduced the 
fare to Mormon Island and the Lexington House, to 
two dollars. The Company should reduce the fare 
between this place and Sacramento. It is as high now 
as it was two years ago. 

Placerville Moumain Democrat, December 16, 1854 
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New Stage Line 
We are pleased to learn that a new line of 

stages is about to be established between this city 
and Sacramento; it will go into operation on 
Tuesday next. The fare for the new line will be $5 
each way. The stages will stop at the Placer Hotel. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, December 16, 1854 

Post Office, Placerville. MAIL ARRANGE
MENTS. A Mail is dispatched from this office 
daily, Sunday excepted, to Sacramento, San 
Francisco, and all parts of this State, which closes 
at 8 p.m. A special mail is dispatched daily, Sun
day excepted, to Coloma, via Cold Spring, which 
closes at 8 p.m. A special mail is also dispatched 
daily, Sunday excepted, to Georgetown, via 
Spanish Flat, which closes at 8 p.m. 

The mails for the Atlantic States, Europe, 
&c. close at this office about the 14th and 30th 
of each month, until further notice. 

The mail for Oregon and Washington Ter
ritories is dispatched semi-monthly, immediately 
after the arrival of the Atlantic mail. 

The mail for Salt Lake City and other post 
offices in Utah Territory, is dispatched monthly, 
via San Francisco, San Diego and the southern 
route. 

Office Hours. The office is open daily, Sun
day excepted, from 8 a.m. till 5 p.m.- box deliv
ery open till 8 p.m. On Sunday, from 10 a.m. till 
2 p.m. W. D. Williams, P.M. 

Placervi lle Mountain Democrat, December 16, 1854 

New Stage L ine 
The first stage on the opposition line from 

this place to Sacramento, entered our city on 
Tuesday last with a large number of passengers, 
to the gratification of our business men. Hereto
fore, the "California Stage Company," monopo
lized the business between the two places, and 
kept the fare up at prices which has seriously 
affected the interest of our city, by preventing 
strangers from visiting it. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, December 23, 1854 
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Stages 
The stage opposition which commenced last 

week with such beautiful prospects, has, as we 
are informed, been brought to a close by the 
opposition selling out to the old company. Hence 
the old rates of fare are now charged with an 
addition of two dollars as an indemnity for hav
ing carried passengers down to the city for fifty 
cents on two different days. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, December 30, 1854 
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The California Gold Rush: 
"Tis not all moonshine ... " January 23, 1849 

By William W. Sammis 

Hodgman & Company ' s Express was 
formed by Frederick H. Hodgman circa 1847 to 
provide steamship express service between 
Bangor, Maine, on the Penobscot River and 
Boston, Massachusetts, touching at Portland, 
Maine.1 The company survived until 1854 when 
Hodgman merged with a competitor, F. W. Carr 
of Carr's Bangor Express, to form Hodgman, 
Carr & Company Bangor Express. While work
ing his private express Frederick Hodgman at 
the same represented the Post Office Department 
as a sworn-in Route Agent accepting both fed
eral letter mail and private (non-letter) express. 
This letter [illustrated at 80%], dated January 
23, 1849, falls into the latter category. It con
tained cash and business correspondence and 
was rated at twenty-five cents collect. As a money 
package, postage was not required, honoring the 
Post Office Department monopoly on letter mail. 
The affixed forwarding label advertising the 

1. President Chandler informs me that the mem
bership is only marginally prejudiced towards 
Western Expresses and therefore would not mind 
reading sparingly about this eastern company. 
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route was one of five different used by the com
pany. The money package traveled from Bos
ton to East Thomaston, Maine, near the mouth 
of the Penobscot River on the steamship Admi
ral. 

The letter was written on the eve of the one
year anniversary of the discovery of gold at 
Sutter's Mill on January 24, 1848. The excerpted 
text indicates that gold fever had reached epi
demic proportions in the East: 

This California business is one of the most 
sudden and exciting affairs I have ever seen. 
People here are crazy to get out there. Some 
are trying to close up business so as to go. 
Tis not all moonshine though I think Mr. 
Benton's speech in Congress gives the right 
view of it and that those sections where Ag
riculture, Commerce and Manufacturing 
flourish will draw the gold.2 A man of my 
acquaintance has just received a Bill of 
Lading of 300 ounces shipped on board the 
United States Ship Lexington3 now out 
there. 
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I thank Bob Chandler for past and present support and I expressly invite correspondence at 
cds 13 @cornell. edu 

2. Thomas Hart "Old Bullion" Benton (1782-
1858) served as a U.S. Senator from Missouri 
from 1821-1851 and later was elected to the House 
of Representatives. He was John Charles 
Fremont's father-in-law. 

"Deadwood" Revisited: 

3. The Lexington was a 127 foot, six gun sloop
of-war storeship that saw West Coast service dur
ing the Mexican War before returning east in early 
1850. Her commission ran from March 1826 
through February 1855. 

Sol Star Signs a Check 
by Michael Mahler 

The previous issue of Western Express used 
an 1872 deed to one Sol Star for property in Deer 
Lodge City, Montana Territory, to make the 
point that the main characters in HBO' s impres
sive Western series "Deadwood," including Sol 
Star, were based on historical personages. Star 
migrated from Montana to Deadwood, Dakota 
Territory, in 1876, becoming one of its leading 
citizens.1 Soon after that article appeared, the 
check illustrated here surfaced on eBay, made 
by Sol Star to himself for $51 [gold] "dust." The 
inset shows Star circa 1890. 

I am happy to report that "Deadwood" has 
been renewed for a second season. Westerns 
fans, mark your calendars! 

1. Mahler, Michael. "Deadwood": There Really 
Was a Sol Star! Western Express 2004 June; 54:37- 9. 
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A Jefferson Territory Document 
by Charles Kern p 

Cover collectors are students of history by 
necessity but otherwise there are few people 
aware that the thirty-eighth state was originally 
intended by its inhabitants to enter the Union 
not as the State of Colorado but as the State of 
Jefferson. Not only did the residents of the area 
select this name but they also created a govern
ment in that name and petitioned Congress to 
do the same. 

Prior to the Mexican War, part of what is 
now Colorado had been claimed by Mexico. 
When the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended 
that war, the entire region came under U.S. sov
ereignty but was too sparsely populated to re
quire much attention. As a result, the future state 
was divided up among new territories as they 
were created. 

This resulted in the eastern portion being 
divided between Nebraska and Kansas Territo-
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ries, the western belonging to Utah, and a strip 
of the southern to New Mexico. In 1858, how
ever, the discovery of gold brought in a flood of 
newcomers whose motto was "Pike's Peak or 
bust." These people were both used to electing 
their government and able to grasp the advan
tage of having an official status and soon began 
clamoring for it. 

Although John W. Denver, the governor of 
Kansas Territory, acted quickly to create Arapa
hoe County and provide some semblance of lo
cal government, the miners were not dissuaded. 
They demanded home rule and immediately set 
about acquiring it. A petition to Congress was 
prepared asking for the creation of a new terri
tory with the suggested name of Colona, appar
ently from the Spanish word for colony. 

In January 1859 a bill was introduced in 
Congress to that effect but died in committee. 
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Undeterred, the miners made two more unsuc
cessful attempts and then decided to take mat
ters into their own hands. In April 1859 delegates 
from six towns met in Auraria and agreed that 
a state was needed and that it would be called 
Jefferson. 

This name, a decided improvement over 
their first attempt, was picked to honor the third 
president, and perhaps it was also hoped that 
such a patriotic choice would prove more popu
lar with Congress. A constitutional convention 
was set for June but by then so many of the gold 
seekers had returned home "busted" that they 
were far short of the quota needed for statehood 
and they adjourned until August. 

In August the delegates neatly solved their 
dilemma by framing both a state constitution and 
a memorial to Congress asking for "the erection 
of a territorial government for the territory of 
Jefferson." These proposals were then submit
ted to the public on a ballot, and the territorial 
proposal won by a vote of 2007 to 1649. 

Although still without legal authorization of 
any kind, the movement progressed rapidly. At 
an election on October 3, Beverly D. Williams 
was elected as delegate to Congress for the pro
posed territory. A short time later another con
vention was held to frame the organic act for 
the creation of the Territory of Jefferson. This 
act was submitted to the polls on the fourth 
Monday in October, and was adopted by a vote 
of 2163 "For" and only 280 "Against." 

This convention also elected officers, and on 
November 7 the provisional legislature met in 
Denver City to enact a constitution that would 
provide laws for the territory. These included 
those governing taxes and revenues alono- with . e 
a cnminal and civil code. As might be expected 
from a mining community, there was much at
tention devoted to laws legalizing miner' s courts, 
defining mining rights and the regulation of min
ing claims and water rights. Robert W. Steele 
was elected governor along with other appro
priate officers. 
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Williams then set out for Washington and 
on February 9, 1860, presented the memorial to 
Congress. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States: 

WASHINGTON CI'IY, D. C., February 9, 1860. 

The undersigned, a delegate elect from the 
proposed new Territory of Jefferson, hav
ing just received from the governor of said 
Territory the enclosed petition from the leg
islature of the provisional government, now 
in actual operation within the bounds as 
laid down in said petition, also the message 
of the governor of said provisional govern
ment, asking the establishment of a territo
rial organization for the same, the estab
lishment of post routes, &c., with instruc
tion to me to have the same laid before your 
honorable bodies, for such action as you 
may deem right and proper in the premises, 
I take pleasure in presenting the same to 
you, and ask that it be printed, together 
with this communication, and referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

BEVERLY D. WILLIAMS 
' 

Delegate. 

The memorial consisted of the recent history 
of the region as well as a geological report and 
dwelt on such concerns as the problems of law
lessness and the need for courts as well as the 
apparent mineral richness of the area. The 
amount of gold recovered at that time, based 
mainly on the receipts of the Leavenworth and 
Pike' s Peak Express, was given as between one 
and a half and two million dollars . The male 
population was estimated at 8000 plus an un
known number of women and children. 

The memorial went on to make ten requests 
of Congress. These included asking for $20,000 
for expenses, the surveying of the territory's 
lands and the extinguishment of the Indian 
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claims to them, the establishment of military posts 
for protection from the Indians, an assay office 
and for post offices as follows. 

Seventh. Whereas the postal facilities of the 
people of this Territory have been and are 
dependent upon private and corporate en
terprise, and the postal expenses are very 
burdensome in such case, your memorial
ists do pray the government of the United 
States to establish post offices at the most 
important points in the Territory, as, at 
Denver or Auraria, Russellville and Hunts
ville, in Arrappahoe county; at Colorado 
city, in Pike county; at Fountain city, in 
Fountain county; at Tarryall , in Park 
county; at Arrappahoe, Golden city, and 
Golden Gate, in Jefferson county; at 
Agricola, and St. Vrains, in St. Vrains 
county; at Boulder city, in Jackson county; 
and at Mountain city and Missouri city, in 
Mountain county. And your memorialists 
do pray that suitable service be put upon 
the route from the Missouri river to Den
ver, and from Denver to the various points 
above named. 

Unfortunately, 1860 was not the time to ask 
Congress to agree to a new territory. Preoccu
pied with the slavery issue, Congress refused the 
requests. Some of the post offices, however, had 
already been authorized but as the memorial 
notes, these were dependent on private contrac
tors. One of those post offices already in exist
ence was that of St. Vrain, Nebraska Territory, 
with Charles N. Miles as one of the four post
masters appointed on January 18, 1859. 

St. Vrain had begun life as a fortified trad
ing post built by the trading firm of Bent, St. 
Vrain & Co. This was a partnership between 
Charles Bent, one of the famous Bent brothers 
who operated Bent's Fort, and Ceran St. Vrain, 
an experienced and highly capable fur trader. 
The fort was built on the South Platte River 
approximately half way between Bent's Fort 
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and Fort Laramie. First named Fort Lookout, 
it was made of adobe brick and was of substan
tial size, about 60 by 130 feet and with two bas
tions 19 feet in diameter. 

The fort became known as Fort St. Vrain 
because Ceran's younger brother Marcellin 
managed it for many years. The post's location 
made it advantageous for trading with emi
grants as well as trappers. It was host to John 
C. Fremont and his surveying expeditions as well 
as such well-known mountain men as Kit 
Carson, Doc Newell and Uncle Dick Wooten. 
Still, the decline of the fur trade led to its aban
donment by the early 1840s. 

When Francis Parkman and his party 
passed there in 1846, they found it deteriorating 
and the local ranchers using it as a corral. The 
prospect of trading with the '49ers on their way 
to California caused it to be rebuilt and briefly 
pressed into service again but it soon fell into 
disrepair once more. 

The discovery of gold in Colorado, however, 
changed the situation. Alarmed by the number 
of gold hunters swarming into the region, the 
original setters decided to form a "claim club" 
to legitimize and protect their homesteads. At a 
meeting on October 6, 1859, \\7illiam N. Byers 
moved "that each claimant be entitled to 160 
acres" and that "the jurisdiction of this club be 
co-extensive with the County of St. Vrain to 
embrace not less than 24 miles square with the 
town of Saint Vrain near the centre." 

Claim clubs had developed earlier in Wis
consin and Iowa. They usually provided a writ
ten constitution and elected officers. Since the 
federal government had not surveyed the lands 
and the Indian claims had not been cleared, these 
clubs provided a temporary means of protect
ing their homesteads. Although extra-legal, both 
claim clubs and town companies were common 
in pioneer communities and often assumed the 
duties of local government. 

The town clubs were a bit different. Their 
main purpose was for land-holders to have town 
lots platted and then sold at a profit. The certifi-
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cate of the Saint Vrain Town Company illus
trated with this article is an example of this. It is 
datelined December 19, 1859, Saint Vrain, 
Jefferson, and is signed by R. B. Bradford as 
President and Thomas J. Bayaud as Secretary. 
Bayaud was said to be a lumberman who built 
the Episcopal Church in 1863. The certificate 
claimed a grandiosely high capitalization of 
$600,000 with 6,000 shares available at $100 
each. In all likelihood there was little if any paid
up capital and the shares were offered to any 
speculator who might be interested. 

When the General Assembly of Jefferson 
Territory created St. Vrain County in late 1859, 
the town was named as county seat and a log 
courthouse was erected. This was in spite of a 
traveler reporting just that summer that the town 
consisted of only three frame houses. 

With the outbreak of hostilities in January 
1861, the stalemate in Congress was quickly bro
ken and on January 29, 1861, Kansas was given 
statehood but with borders far short of the Pike's 
Peak Region. This left the people there in an in
teresting state of limbo with Jefferson Territory 
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being illegal and Kansas Territory no longer 
existing, but on February 28, 1861, the Terri
tory of Colorado was created. The name change 
might have been a surprise to its residents . Sup
posedly, the name was chosen because it is the 
Spanish word for red and the soil of the terri
tory was predominately that color. Perhaps also, 
since Jefferson was regarded as an icon of the 
defeated Democratic Party, it was just a more 
popular choice in the Republican-controlled 
Congress. 

The First Legislature of Colorado Territory 
redefined the counties with St. Vrain becoming 
Weld County, but the town was allowed to re
tain its status as county seat. The town never 
lived up to its promise, however. By the mid-
1860s it had lost the county seat to Greeley, and 
even the post office was moved to nearby 
Platteville. The log courthouse was saved and 
moved to Greeley, but today only the ruins of 
the fort and a granite marker pay heed to the 
town of Saint Vrain. Those and a few remain
ing pieces of ephemera like this one. 
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How the Lady got a Side Saddle 
The 2nd California Calvary from Camp Alert to Bear River 

by Robert Nichols 

Figure 1. Yreka to Camp Alert, San Francisco. 

What first caught my eye (Figure 1) was not 
the Yreka, Cal. postmark but the address to 
Camp Alert. I was pretty sure this was not a 
listed post office in California, and the price was 
right from one of our local cover dealers. I fig
ured it would give me something to do during 
the coming weekend. As it turned out, when we 
try to unfold history the weekend turns to weeks, 
then months and finally the Camp Alert cover 
and story ended right next to another cover in 
my collection, one addressed to the Agent of the 
Overland Mail in Salt Lake City. 

A quick check in "Salley' s" and several other 
philatelic sources revealed nothing about Camp 
Alert. Calls to dealers and to several other 
sources also provided little in the way of addi
tional information. Someone, most likely at the 
Camp, had added "Leut" to the address on the 
envelope. But all I had a this point was an 1861 
envelope going from Yreka to Camp Alert ad-
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dressed to Joseph Woodworth and a search of 
the National Archives for Woodworth's military 
records also produced little. 

I have an interest in Civil War Calvary units 
because I had a relative who fought with the 2nd 
Mass. Calvary as part of the California Calvary 
Battalion in the East during the Ci vii War. 
Weeks passed and one day I was on the phone 
talking to another California military collector, 
Dave Stevens, and mentioned Camp Alert. He 
reported that it was one of the assembly areas 
for volunteers from the state of California. "Oh, 
and by the way," he said, "I just saw a copy of 
the Record of California Men in the War of the 
Rebellion in an antique book store which gives 
an account of these units." I was on the phone 
to the book store the next morning. 

As it turned out Camp Alert was an assem
bly encampment for the 2nd California Volun
teer Cavalry. It was located on the old (at the 
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time) Pioneer Race Track near Bernal Heights. 
Today the encampment would have been located 
between Folsom and Mission, and 25th and 26th 
Streets, adjacent to Garfield Square in San Fran
cisco. This area is now filled with two and three 
story walk-up dwellings. Some of the older trees 
in the Square go back to the tum of the century 
and possibly beyond. Along with Camp Alert, 
Camp Merchant and Camp Downey also served 
as assembly areas in the Bay Area. Camp 
Downey was an assembly point for the 1st In
fantry of California Volunteers and Camp Mer
chant for the 3rd California Infantry Regiment. 

In August of 1861 President Lincoln, 
through the War Department, requested that 
units be formed from California to protect the 
Far West from the actions of Confederate forces 
and sympathizers, secession activity, and Indian 
attacks that might result from the lack of army 
units available due to the war in the East. Like 
many of the 14,000 men who answered the call 
to arms from California, Joseph M. 
Woodworth, a miner by trade from Fort Jones 
in Northern California, may have had ideas 
about glory in eastern actions against the rebels. 
He was appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in Company 
M of the California Volunteer Cavalry on Sep
tember 25, 1861. His first duty as a new Lieu
tenant was not to eastern glory but to the Pro
vost Marshall City Guard in San Francisco. 
There he remained, maintaining order in San 
Francisco, until his detachment was ordered 
back to Camp Alert on April 17, 1862. On re
turning to Camp he submitted his resignation 
which was accepted on April 19. In his letter of 
resignation he stated his reason for leaving the 
army was he felt he would not be ordered to the 
Atlantic States to assist in putting down the re
bellion. Harsh atmy life and the thoughts of fight
ing Indians in remote areas of the West may have 
also added to the decision. 

Joseph Woodworth was a well recognized 
miner in the Grass Valley area of California 
when in July of 1859 Augustus Harrison, a 
ranchman from Truckee Meadows, crossed the 

September 2004 

Sierras from the Washoe region with a chunk 
of blue clay material. This material was fouling 
the gold recovery equipment and was being dis
charged as worthless overburden by the min
ers. James Ott performed the assay with Judge 
James Walsh underwriting it. Ott could not be
lieve the results and ran the test through a sec
ond time. The blue clay was high grade silver 
and it tested out at over $2000 a ton. They 
pledged secrecy about the assay, enlisted their 
friend Woodworth's help and started at sunrise 
the next day for the Washoe Hills. As they 
reached the top of Donner Summit they gazed 
back down the valley and like the Pied Piper 
found that most of the population of Grass Val
ley area was closing in on them. The Comstock 
Silver Rush had already started and Silver was 
the new god. 

This walk through history would never have 
started if the Woodworth family had not kept 
its correspondence. Today many collections have 
in them express covers addressed to Mr. or Mrs. 
Woodworth. 

After Woodworth resigned most of the 2nd 
Calvary and elements of the 1st and 3rd Infan
try started to move to various points through
out the West. They established Forts, maintained 
the garrison guns on Alcatraz Island, fought 
Confederate forces in eastern New Mexico, and 
in 1863 the California Hundred Calvary Battal
ion paid their own way to be shipped east and 
fought with the 2nd Massachusetts Calvary. 

Joseph's old Company M, along with Com
panies K and L of the Calvary and seven com
panies of the 3rd California Infantry, moved to 
the Salt Lake City area and established Camp 
Douglas. Later they were joined by other com
panies to form Fort Douglas. The mission of these 
troops was to suppress Indian activity, provide 
protection for the Overland Mail Company Sta
tions and Stages, provide protection to the emi
grants on the Overland Trail, insure that the 
newly established telegraph lines stayed up, and 
last but by no means least, prevent the Mormons 
from siding with the South. 
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Most of the Indian suppression culminated 
in the Battle of Bear River in present-day South
em Idaho. This battle pitted three companies of 
Second Calvary along with Company H of the 
Infantry all under the command of Col. Patrick 
Connor against Chief Bear Hunter' s Northern 
Shoshone and Bannock Indians camped along 
the Bear River. Aware of Connor's approach, 
well armed Indians occupied strong defensive 
positions along a steep-sided ravine. This battle 
took place on January 29, 1863, and resulted in 
22 soldiers killed and 41 wounded. Most of the 
casualties fell on the Calvary units with 20 killed 
and 37 wounded . Thi s was the largest loss of 
soldiers to Indian activity until the Battle of the 
Grease Grass (Big Horn) in June of 1876. In
dian casualties were estimated to be over 200 
and was the largest loss of Native American life 
to take place at one time throughout the history 
of the West. This engagement, along with activi
ties by the troopers over the next months ended 
the Indian raids in the region that had been on 
going since 1858. 

After the battle we find Company M per
forming various duties. They served through
out the West from Fort Laramie to Fort Mojave 
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across areas that now consist of South Dakota, 
Nevada, Wyoming and Utah, and were mus
tered out as a Company at Fort Douglas on July 
12, 1866. 

The following are some of the remarks taken 
from the records of the 2nd Calvary about Com
pany M action. 

April, 1863 : " the Company has traveled four 
hundred and twenty five miles in the saddle dur
ing the past month. Had three engagements with 
Indians during the past month, winning each 
fight. " 

June, 1863 : "scouted two hundred miles 
north to the headwaters of the Snake River ... 
Captured forty-nine Shoshone Indians without 
loss or accident to the troops." 

August, 1864: "returned from Salt Lake to 
Fort Mojave ... having traveled two thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-eight miles. Time oc
cupied, one hundred and fourteen days" (about 
25 miles a day). 

August 1865: "left Cottonwood Creek D. T. 
.... Struck the Platte River ... thence in a north
westerly course until reaching the Big Horn 
Mountains. Crossed over this range." 

Figure 2. Ruby Valley to Camp Douglas U.T. 
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Figure 3. Enclosure of Ruby Valley cover. 
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Equally impressive are the notes on the other 
Companies that composed the California Cal
vary and Infantry Volunteers scattered through
out the West. Today the Battle Flags of the Cali
fornia Volunteers still hang over our State Capi
tol building. 

As I was placing the Camp Alert cover in 
my collection of military-related covers I noted 
it was next to a cover postmarked Ruby Valley 
U. T. going to Camp Douglas (Figure 2). En
closed is an 1863 letter to Captain George 
Wallace from Major Patrick Gallagher, a staff 
officer of the 3rd California Volunteer Infantry 
(Figure 3). The letter informs Capt. Wallace that 
he has learned that Mrs. Washburn (Capt. 
Lysander Washburn's wife), at Camp Douglas, 
was selling her side saddle for fifteen dollars, and 
he wished to purchase it. He asks Capt. Wallace 

Figure 4. Cover 
identifying S. H. 

Rumfield as 
Overland Mail 

Co. Agent at Salt 
Lake City) 
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if he would obtain it for him and stated that he 
was sure that Mr. Rumfield would ship it free 
by stage as a favor. As an afterthought he re
lated that he has just returned from Deep Creek 
and expected to have another fight with about 
200 Indians south of Deep Creek in 5 or 6 days. 

Major Gallagher was considered one of he
roes of the Bear River battle. He charged an 
Indian position that had killed several troopers, 
killing the concealed shooter with his colt re
volver and turned the tide of the battle by al
lowing the troopers to flank the Indians. Mr. 
Rumfield was the agent for the Overland Mail 
Co. at Salt Lake City (Figure 4). His company 
had survived due to the military presence of the 
Cal ifornia Volunteers in the area. Somehow, I 
am sure that Mrs. Gallagher got her side saddle 
free of freight charges. 
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Geographical Notes 
Camp Alert, located in San Francisco between 24th and 25th, Mission and Folsom Street. 
Camp Downey, located in Oakland on Seventh Avenue overlooking Lake Merritt. 
Camp Merchant, first established as Camp Merritt and located near Lake Merritt in Oakland. 
Bear River Battle, located at the conjunction of Beaver Creek and Bear River, just north of the 

Utah border in Idaho. 

I would like to thank Bob Chandler for his help with the placement of Camp Alert; my fellow 
military collector Dave Stevens of Benicia for starting me in the right direction; and Oscar Tho
mas. 

Alan Patera Receives Inaugural Basil C. Pearce A ward 

At WESTPEX, Allen Patera with wifo Marge receives the first Basil C. Pearce Award for fine scholarship 
and editorship of "Western Express," from Western Cover Society President Dr. Robert Chandler. 
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A Newly-Discovered Wells, Fargo Marking: West Point 
by Ken Harrison 

This cover is addressed to "Mrs. Geo L. Brown, 
West Point, Calif." The indicia is cancelled by 
"WELLS FARGO & CO'S EXPRESS WEST 
POINT, CAL." oval handstamp. It is curious 
that this was applied at the destination. 

From Gudde's California Gold Camps: 

West Point [Calaveras]. Between the North 
and Middle forks of Mokelumne River, about 
five miles above the confluence. It was called 
Indian Gulch before 1854. The diggings pros
pered, and in 1856 a post office was established. 
The area became one of the richest pocket mine 
districts of the state. A high grade pocket val
ued at more than 300 thousand dollars was 
found at the Keltz Mine, four miles northwest of 
WestPoint(Bull., 193, p. 11). In 1857WestPoint 
was the seat of two canal companies, and in 1858 
two mills were in operation (State Register, 1859). 
Browne (pp. 65 f.) refers to the several hundred 
pocket mines in the area in the 1860s and lists 
the mines and mills of 1&67, some ofwhich were 
already idle then. Raymond, VII (p. 63) claims 
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that quartz mining was still strong in 1874, and 
the Register of 1899 still lists five stamp mills and 
one arrastre. The productive Hageman Mine at 
West Point Powerhouse on the other side of the 
river was in operation until the 1950s (Mining 
Bureau, L. pp. 181, 187). The place is Historic 
Landmark 268. According to California Histori
cal Landmarks, it was named by Kit Carson (ap
parently in 1846), and Bret Harte lived here for 
a period. For a map and resume of mining ac
tivities in West Point district from the 1850s 
to the present day, see Bulletin, 193 (p. 129) and 
the table in County Report, IT. 

From W. B. Clark's Gold Districts of California: 

West Point 
Location. This extensive Sierra Nevada east gold 
belt district is in eastern Amador and Calaveras 
Counties in the general area of the town of West 
Point. It includes the Skull Flat, Glencoe, 
Bummerville, Pioneer Station, and Buckhorn 
areas. 



Western Express September 2004 

Figure 25. Geologic Map of West Point and Railroad Flat Districts, Calaveras County. The lode-gold 
mines are marked. After Carlson and Clark, 1954, and Clark and Lydon, 1962 [From "Gold Districts of 
California"]. 

History. The town was first known as Indian 
Gulch but was renamed West Point after a geo
graphic feature discovered by Kit Carson while 
he was enroute to Sutter's Fort in 1844. The 
streams and surface ores were mined extensively 
during the 1850s, when large amounts of gold 
were recovered. During the 1860s and 1870s 
many lode mines and 10 or more custom mills 
were active, but there was much difficulty with 
sulfides. Some activity was noted from the 1880s 
until 1914 and again during the 1920s and 1930s. 

Several mines have been intermittently worked 
since World War II, the chief operations having 
been at the Beldon, Blackstone, and Centennial 
mines. This is one of the more productive dis
tricts of the east gold belt, and an extremely large 
number of mines exist. 

Geology. The gold deposits are associated with 
a west-elongated body of granodiorite five miles 
wide and 15 miles long (see Fig. 25) that has in
truded graphitic slates, quartzites, and schists 
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of the Calaveras Formation (Carboniferous to 
Permian). 

Ore Deposits. Numerous north-trending and 
west-dipping (a few dip east) quartz veins are 
found in the granodiorite or in the adjacent 
metamorphic rocks. The veins usually arc one 
to five feet thick, have persistent strikes, and 
belong to one of three main vein systems that 
have not been mapped. Narrow diorite, quartz
diorite, and aphlite dikes commonly are associ
ated with the veins. The ore bodies contain free 
gold and abundant sulfides, especially galena, 
which is nearly always associated with high
grade ore. The ore shoots usually have horizon
tal stoping lengths of 150 feet or less, but several 
were 300 to 400 feet long. Milling-grade ore com
monly averages one ounce or more in gold per 
ton, and much high-grade ore has been recov
ered. Few of the mines have been developed to 
depths of more than a few hundred feet. It has 
been estimated that there are more than 500 mine 
shafts in the district. 

Mines. Amador County: Amador-Columbus, 
Belden $400,000+, Black Prince $100,000+, De
fender $100,000+, Elkhorn, Hageman, Jumbo, 
Lone Willow $100,000+, Newman $160,000+, 
Pine Grove, Pioneer-Lucky Strike $300,000+, 
T.N.T. Calaveras County: Austrian, Billy Will
iams, Backstone $200,000, Blazing Star, Buena 
Vista, Carlton, Centennial, Champion $500,000, 
Chino, Continental $1 00,000+, Corn Meal, 
Cross, Etna, Ever Ready, Fidelity, Garibaldi, 
Gilded Age, Glencoe, Golden Rule, Gold Star, 
Good Hope, Keltz $300,000+, Lockwood 
$400,000+, Lone Star, Marquis, Mina Rica, 
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Monte Cristo, North Star, Old Henry, Rindge 
No. 1, 2, and 3, Riverside, San Bruno, San Pedro, 
Scorpian, Soap Root, Star of the West, Swal
low, Water Lily, Wide West, Woodhouse 
$100,000+, Yellow Aster $100,000+. 
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Revenue Usages East of the Sierras: 
Independence Bill of Exchange 1875 

by Michael Mahler 

Joining the WCS has opened my eyes to the 
keen interest in early material from Inyo and 
Mono Counties. Like early covers, stamped 
documents from the 1860s and 1870s are rarely 
encountered; this article begins a series describ
ing the few I have recorded. 

lllustrated is Second bill of exchange of Har
ris & Rhine, Independence, dated December 4, 
1875 bearino a 10¢ blue California state rev-' ~ 
enue (Cabot #183) tied by partial "HARRIS & 
RHINE ... , CAL DEC 8 1875" datestamp. This 
bill has an ·elite provenance: it is from the leg
endary revenue collection of Morton Dean Joyce 
ofNew York. It is made to one Charles Cadoux 
for twenty pounds sterling, drawn on the Lon
don and San Francisco Bank, London, bill num
ber 130 of Harris & Rhine. The ornate, elabo
rate printing style is typical of the Gilded Age, 
but completely unexpected for tiny, remote In
dependence. Even more surprising is the fact 
that it was payable in London; nearly all West
ern bills of exchange are drawn on banks, mer
chants or individuals in the Eastern U.S. Who 

' 

were Harris & Rhine, and why were they issu
ing bills of exchange drawn on London? 

The Bill of Exchange Defined 
The bill of exchange, the primary instrument 

for transfer of funds over long distances in the 
mid-19th Century, has long been obsolete , so 
some definitions are in order. 

Bills of exchange were drafts drawn on a 
distant source of funds, typically made in sets of 
two or more, essentially identical except for be
ing designated "First," "Second," "Third," or 
similar terms, so made to allow for the possibil
ity that one or more might be lost in transit. By 
the late 1850s in California, usually only the First 
was mailed to the destination, and the other bill(s) 
of the set held in reserve. 

Bill s of exchange are found in three basic 
types: what I call bank, merchant, and private 
bills. By far the most common in California, be
ginning with the Gold Rush era, were bank bills, 
those sold to the public by banks, express com
panies, or exchange brokers. These were essen-
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tially equivalent to modern-day cashiers' checks, 
by which one individual could send funds to an
other at a distant location. For example, a Cali 
fornia miner with gold dust to send to his wife in 
the East could, for a fee of 3% or so, buy a bill of 
exchange in the desired amount from, say, a 
nearby office of Wells, Fargo & Co., payable at 
the Wells Fargo head office in New York, and 
mai l it home. His wife would not have to take 
the bill to New York for payment; it functioned 
as a type of commercial currency. A bill of ex
change of Wells, Fargo & Co. , properly en
dorsed, would be paid almost anywhere in the 
U.S., and might change hands several more times 
before final ly reaching their New York office. 

The sale of bil ls of exchange to the publ ic 
was actually an innovation born during the Cali
fornia Gold Rush. Prior to this bills of exchange, 
since their origin in the 14th Century, had been 
used almost exclusively by merchants and trad
ers among themselves as a means of facilitating 
commerce. Occasionally bills of exchange were 
executed by private individuals. These were typi
cally made on generic forms sold by stationers, 
or rarely, simply written out by hand. 

Californ ia Stamp T ax on Exchange 
Bills of exchange drawn in, but payable out 

of, the state of California were taxed by the state 
beginning July 1, 1857, according to an exten
sive schedule of 22 rates based on the amount of 
the bill, ranging from 8¢ tax on bill s of $20 to 
$50, to $200 tax on bills over $100,000. Separate 
Exchange stamps were issued for all tax rates, 
designated "First," " Second," or "Third," to be 
affixed to First, Second, and Thi rd bills. By 1866 
the rates had been changed to accommodate a 
new series of general state revenue stamps (the 
" Rectangulars"). In the case at hand, as the 
pound sterling was equivalent to approximately 
$4.85, £20 was the equivalent of about $97; for 
bills above $50 to $100, the tax was 10¢ for each 
bill of a set. 

Stamped T hree Years After Repeal ! 
The California stamp taxes were implicitly 

repealed when they were omitted from the all 
inclusive Code of January 1, 1873. Amazingly, 
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nearly three years later Harris & Rhine were 
unaware of thi s. They evidentl y took pains to 
affix a revenue stamp: this one is tied by a De
cember 8 datestamp, four days after the bill was 
executed. The wonder is that they had stamps 
on hand three years after the taxes had been 
rescinded! It is only slightly less surprising that 
they thought one was needed. 

The presence of a stamp on this bill is a won
derfully effective demonstration of how isolated 
Harris & Rhine were, both geographically and 
commercially, from other banks and merchants 
issuing exchange. An ongoing census of bills 
bearing California stamps reinforces thi s point; 
nearly 500 have been recorded, all but this one 
made hundreds of miles to the northwest, across 
the Sierras. Because of the barrier of the moun
tains, Independence was commercially linked 
instead to Southern Cal ifornia; in fact, shipment 
of silver from the Inyo mines to Los Angeles was 
a primary impetus to the early growth of that 
city. It is a bit of a stretch, but one might con
sider this the only recorded bill from Southern 
Cali fornia. 

These last points are worth emphasizi ng. 
Though gold and silver mining plays a minus
cule role in California's economy today-pre
cisely because it was carried out so extensively 
and successfully in the past- most Californians 
are at least aware of the importance of the Gold 
Rush in the formation and history of our state. 
But probably not one in a million Angelenos 
knows of the key role that Inyo County silver 
mines, notably Cerro Gordo in the early to mid-
1870s, and Panamint and Darwin in the mid- to 
late '70s, played in the growth of Los Angeles. 
The fledgl ing City of Angels triumphed in spir
ited battles with municipal rivals Ventura (for 
the Cerro Gordo trade) and San Bernardino (for 
the Panamint trade) to become the terminus for 
silver shipments. In 1874 Cerro Gordo silver ac
counted for nearly a third of the exports from 
El Pueblo's port, San Pedro. On their return 
trips, freighters carried full loads of machinery, 
merchandise, and grain back to Inyo, some 3400 
tons in 1874 alone. The teams themselves were 
important economic engines: in 1874 some 3000 
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Independence in 1873. Harris & Rhine store at right, identified by sign reading: "Harris & Rhine" (top 
left) "D. Cohn & Co." (top right) "Wholesale Retail" (across bottom). The roof of the lnyo County 
courthouse is visible beyond the store. (Eastern California Museum) 

tons apiece of hay and barley-roughly a third 
of the production of Los Angeles County- were 
consumed by the mules of the Cerro Gordo 
freighters (Nadeau, 1976). 

Harris & Rhine: Pioneer Bankers? 
Several sources, most notably the photo re

produced above, identify Harris & Rhine as 
prominent merchants in Independence. But 
their bill of exchange profiled here has the char
acteristics of a bank bill, not a merchant bill: it 
is drawn on a bank; and for the small round 
amount £20, typical of bills sold to the public. 
Were Harris & Rhine selling exchange to accom
modate British hardrock miners working the 
Inyo mines and wishing to send money home? 

I suspect so. Cross's monumental history of Cali
fornia banking makes no mention of Harris and 
Rhine, but his coverage is not exhaustive, espe
cially for outlying towns. (Neither does he men
tion P. A. Lamping of Downieville or Birdseye 
& Co. of Nevada City, both banks for whom 
bills of exchange have survived.) 

Reading up at right on the bill is a three-line 
handstamp "NATIONAL PROVINCIAL 
BANK OF ENGLAND LEICESTER," but 
there is no evidence of acceptance or payment. 
Evidently it was sent to England along with the 
First, not merely held in reserve, and this prob
ably accounts for its survival. 
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"PAID THROUGH" To Nevada, 1860 
by Dr. Robert J. Chandler 

This cover intrigued me when first I saw it 
in the Edgar Jessup/Basil C. Pearce collection 
auctioned by Schuyler Rumsey in December 
2002. I traced it back to the 1941 Edward S. 
Knapp sale, but lost track of it within a large lot. 
At WESTPEX, up it popped in a dealer' s stock. 

Why did it interest me? I have long wanted 
to marry it with the circular shown at right. Ad
ditionally, this first instance of special rates to 
Utah/Nevada Territory must have led to a goodly 
number of "Collect" covers. 

Page 24 

Letters returned to California bearing "Paid 
Through." Carson City Agent H. F. Rice, who 
served from March l, 1860, to 1878, had a set of 
brass letter handstamps. "Paid Through" was 
handy in December 1861, when Indian Agent 
Henry Butterfield cashed a check from Territo
rial Governor James W. Nye. At other times dur
ing November and December 1861, as Douglas 
B. McDonald illustrates in_A Catalogue of Ne
vada Checks, 1860- 1933 (1993), Rice cancelled 
checks with his oval Letter Express Carson City 
date stamp. [Cover and check shown at 90%.] 

w.·.'• ·'·· 
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·. . . 

~ffict·· nf UID!clls, jnrgn & <!tD. 
SAN l~'RANCISCO, MARCH 22ND, 1860. 

To Oun AGENTS: · 

· 'Ve have establishf'cl ()fficcs in Carson .. Valley 

(\V ushoe) . tl1c ptincipal Oflic~ nt Carson City! -~tttlltll 
to Plttet'JTiJlt ~~' ~charge f1•om that poitit

For Frdight~ ·by _Team, .• · • 30 cents per po~.d · 
by' Stage, • . 40 do. . do.· · . 

" Packages ·· do. · . \ $1 to $3 each. 
, 

" Treasure, • . . Over $1000, 2 per cent .. 

u " . . • • U ndor $1000, 2 1-;2 per ~ent. 
" Pkgs coin . . . . . • S30 to 50, $1.25 

" do. ·• • • . . · . Under $30, $1. · 
Add usual charges to Placerville . 

.; . ......,.. .. . . 
All heavy Freight, clta1YJed pM'pouJul, must be prepaid. 
Letters, oi1~ defirJeJ'1f ·_ ~t ·a~u·son. will be cllnrgc(Llt.n· ·~ddi-

. ~ 

. _ tional 10 cents. · 

These rates 1vill not at present coYer the 9xpcnses of the 
. ·. ro~te-later in the sens<?n, this Tariff '"ill probably be. re-

,. · du·(~ed, bnt until (ui·thm· advised, the nhove rates arc to be . . ' 
. rnaintained. 

. ~. 

:· .. Supcrin~ndcnt. 

I \ I · ~ t.........::..- ...... .... . . . 
..-t - - .: ,. •. . .... ,.P •. .. "~ ' ...... , . . . . . . 

, • .1 •'' • 

.. ,. 
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Mail from Hawaii: Part 16 

Postmasters of Mahukona 
by Randall E. Burt 

Kohala 

Sta . 

Sta. 

ISLAND OF HAWAII 

o Kawaihae 

t 
-~ 

Figure 1. Sketch map of the northern coastline, Kohala District, island of Hawaii, with the twenty-mile 
length of the Hawaiian Railroad Company 's track extending from its Mahukona terminus to the Niulii 
Mill. (Best, Railroads of Hawaii) 

Synopsis 
After their charter was approved in 1880, 

Samuel G. Wilder & Company established the 
Hawaiian Railroad on the Island of Hawaii in 
the District of North Kohala to run from Niulii 
"near or approximating to Hart's Mill to 
Mahukona" then along the sea coast south to 
Kawaihae to ship sugar from the many area 
plantations. In 1881 the Collector General of 
Customs and Postmaster General were con
strained to appoint a collector/postmaster for 
Mahukona. Track for the narrow gauge line was 
still being laid in early 1882 when King Kalakaua 
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approved Mahukona as a port of entry, opened 
on August 15, 1882. Six different appointees 
served at the port from July 1, 1882, to Septem
ber 10, 1888, after which the post was left va
cant for almost seven months. John S. Smithies, 
who came from Honolulu to Mahukona, ac
cepted the chal lenging appointment as collector 
for low pay and hard work from April 1, 1889. 
His tenure as postmaster, effective from June 1, 
1887, stabilized postal service for the commu
nity for the next fifteen years (Tabl e 1) . 
Mahukona had been designated as distribution 
center for mail from Honolulu in the northern 
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Table 1. Appointments for Collectors of Customs I Postmasters, 
Port of Mahukona. 

MAHUKONA means leeward stream; located on the northwest coast in North Kohala. 

Appointee Period of Service 
H. M. Thurman July 1, 1881 to August 15, 1882 
Joseph P. Sisson August 15, 1882 to April 30, 1883 
Charles E. Stackpole, Wilder & Co. May ___y 1883 to January ___y 1884 
J. F. MacKenzie February _ , 1884 to September 30, 1885 
Joseph P. Sisson (Collector) June 17, 1885 to April 27, 1886 
Thomas H. Wright (Postmaster) October 1, 1885 to April _ , 1886 
Charles K. Stillman April 30, 1886 to September 10, 1888 
Collectorship vacant September 10, 1888 to March 31, 1889 
John S. Smithies June 1, 1887 to August ___y 1902 

(appointed Port Collector April 1, 1889; died August 1902) 
E. A. Fraser June 30, 1905 ? to ??? 
R. R. Elgin June 30, 1907 ? to ??? 
Mr. Dods June 30, 1914 ? to ??? 
Eduard Madden June 30, 1920 ? to ??? 

district, a service formerly provided by the 
Kawaihae postmaster. 

In the summer of 1894 when a fire destroyed 
the custom house/post office building, landlord 
W. G. Wilder & Company soon replaced it . 
Postmaster Smithies then ordered new furnish
ings, including a safe, mail sorting table and rub
ber stamps to process mail and postal money or
ders. Postmistress Low of Kapaau wrote PMG 
Oat on August 10, 1894, to offer her old safe to 
Smithies. 

During his appointment as postmaster, 
Smithies made up and dispatched mails over
land to Hamakua, Kohala, Hilo, Kona, Kau and 
Honolulu. Before September 1890 mail carrier 
Owaanui was paid fifty dollars to take the mail 
three times a month on the route from 
Mahukona to Honokaa and back. 

Postmaster Smithies gave personal attention 
to closing the Kapaau postal accounts left open 
by Postmaster W. L. Eaton for Postmistress E. 
D. Low in June 1891. Smithies was appointed 
Postmaster of Mahukona in August 1900 by 

President William McKinley after Hawaii be
came a territory of the United States. He died 
two years later. E. A. Fraser replaced Smithies 
as collector/postmaster, listed in the 1905- 6 di
rectory as "treasurer and manager of the Ha
waiian Railway Company, Ltd." 

A Busy Port of Entry 
Located in the arid, sparsely populated dis

trict of North Kohala, Mahukona was a conve
nient shipping center for the many sugar plan
tations scattered along her coastline (Figure 1). 
A twenty-mile stretch of newly completed rail
road track covered the distance from the Niulii 
Mill to the Mahukona wheel house turn around. 
Kohala mail bags brought by train on days when 
the steamer arrived with mail from Honolulu 
taxed the postmaster to sort it late into the night, 
the same as at Hilo, but with fewer people. 

Mahukona's First Postmaster 
Encouraged by the Minister of the Interior, 

First Clerk I. B. Peterson wrote H. M . Thurman 
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at Mahukona on June 27, 1881, to enclose his 
certificate of appointment as postmaster. 

At the suggestion of the Hon. S. G. 
Wilder, I herewith send you an appoint
ment or commission as Postmaster at 
Mahukona. 

At present, there is no salary attached 
to the appointment. A commission of 
10% will be allowed you on all postage 
stamps furnished you. 

Trusting to your care of the interests 
of the mail in your district. 

Signed by Postmaster General A. P. Brickwood, 
his commission became effective July 1, 1881. 
Thurman served until August 15, 1882, then 
was replaced by J. P. Sisson. 

PMG Kapena Replaced Brickwood 
When Brickwood opposed the plan for Ha

waii to join the UPU, Princess Liliuokalani 
quickly replaced him with John M. Kapena on 
July 20, 1881 . 

King Kalakaua approved the Act to estab
lish Mahukona as a port of entry on May 9, 1882, 
to take effect from July 1. Collector General of 
Customs W. F. Allen needed two more months 
to organize the port and to appoint a collector 
of customs there. 

The legislature approved construction of a 
custom house/post office at Mahukona on June 
17, 1882. 

Sisson Appointed Collector 
Collector General Al len sent Sisson his 

" Commission as Collector of Customs for the 
new port of Mahukona" on August 15, 1882 
(Table 1). Allen enclosed a bond for Sisson to 
sign and advised him to "procure a surety, and 
return [the bond] to me stamped [with the one 
dollar revenue stamp fee]." He instructed Sisson 
"to take possession September 1st and next week 
I will send you a lot of [revenue stamped] blanks, 
and some directions for your guidance." The 
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customs collector was held accountable for these 
public stamped blank revenue forms and was 
required to advise the Collector General of his 
balance on hand with money sent to Honolulu 
in his quarterly report. As postmaster ex-offi
cio, port collectors were required to submit quar
terly reports to the Postmaster General for post
age stamps sold (Tables 2 , 3). 

C ustom House and Post Office 
In his annual report to the legislature in 1884 

the minister of interior stated that "it is neces
sary to have built at the Ports of Hilo and 
Mahukona, buildings suitable for Custom 
Houses and Collectors' Offices." Hilo needed a 
good fi re-proof building for the contemplated 
project "to connect Hamakua and Hilo by rail , 
and have the produce of the two districts shipped 
from Hilo; also, to land there all the supplies 
needed for the two districts." He asked the legis
lature for the Mahukona building to have a suit
able office "and a room for the Port Surveyor to 
live in." He noted that during the past year, the 
Customs Bureau collected over a million dollars 
from its eight ports of entry, of which only Hilo 
and Mahukona were self-supporting. Twenty
three men, eight of whom were native Hawai
ian, comprised the Custom Bureau's total work 
force in 1884. 

Postmaster T.H. Wright 
Wright served Mahukona as postmaster just 

over six months from October 1, 1885. In his 
last month, Wright wrote PMG Whitney about 
his quarterly statement on April 7, 1886. 

This is the third time I have written to 
you about my ale of the last quarter. Hop
ing to get an answer this time without fail. 
Is/ Thomas H. Wright, P.M., Mahukona 

A marginal note on his letter inscribed in Hono
lulu reads "Ans & Acct $22.70 sent Apl 13/86." 
Wright was replaced soon after that. 
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Sisson Removed as Collector 
Collector General Curtis P. Iaukea re

quested Sisson's resignation effective April 30, 
1 886, since government interests would be bet
ter served. laukea's effort to upgrade Customs 
Bureau standards demanded that "all officers 
serving under the Customs Bureau should give 
their entire and undivided attention to the du
ties imposed upon them." He felt Sisson was 
unable to do that, although his performance had 
been very satisfactory as an able and efficient 
customs officer, as noted in his letter of dismissal. 

Stillman Appointed Collector 
Iaukea appointed Charles K. Stillman to re

place Sisson, who had been assisted by 
Mortensen as port surveyor and guard. On 
April 27, 1886 Iaukea wrote to request Sisson 
turn over " all papers, documents , books and 
other archives belonging to the office." Sisson 
was directed to give Stillman any assistance 
needed during the transfer. 

When Stillman was granted permission to 
leave Mahukona for a visit to Honolulu, Iaukea 
approved John S. Smithies as his temporary re
lief in July 1886. Smithies was former chief clerk 
for the Minister of the Interior, well acquainted 
with government procedures. 

Stamp Accounts 
Mahukona stamp accounts kept by the gen

eral post office list stamp sales from 1881 to 1886 
(Tables 2 , 3). Stamp sales during the biennial 
period 1898- 9 totaled $30. 

Smithies Appointed Postmaster 
On May 7, 1887, John S. Smithies was ap

pointed "acting" postmaster for Mahukona with 
June 1 as the effective date of his commission. 
His letters to the postmaster general reveal many 
challenges confronted during his fifteen event
ful years at Mahukona. During that time Smith
ies served under three Postmasters General, F. 
Wundenberg, Walter Hill and Joseph M. Oat. 

September 2004 

Selected letters which follow, sent by Postmas
ter Smithies to Honolulu, share many of his postal 
history concerns and experiences at Mahukona. 

Hamakua Mail Dropped at Mahukona 
Postmaster Smithies responded to PMG 

Wundenberg's note on May 7, 1887, to change 
the mail service for Kawaihae. 

Yours of 3rd inst. to hand regarding 
the landing of the Hamakua mails here 
instead of at Kawaihae. Certainly, in my 
opinion, it will be for the best interests of 
the Hamakua people. 

As I understand there will be no sort
ing or making up here-the bags will 
arrive directed to Hamakua and go on 
per carrier, intact. 

The l st of June will be a good date to 
commence the new service. And also to 
send me my commission, and perhaps 
restore the salary to its former amount 
[$25 per quarter instead of his current 
$20]. 

Figure 2 shows a partial Mahukona post
mark on a letter to the PMG sent Oct 19, 1887. 

Ookala Mail Landed at Mahukona 
On November 29, 1888, Smithies wrote to 

provide PMG Wundenberg information on a 
mail bag brought to Mahukona which he for
warded. 

Yours 26th inst. to hand. And in an
swer to your inquiry about the Ookala 
mail. [In] Reply that a bag was landed 
for Ookala from [stmr] Lehua 2P1 inst. 
And the mail man says he took it from 
here to Honokaa, and delivered it to the 
Hilo [mail] man. 

As you write that Mr. Jas. Wight 
says he had not received it, it seems prob
able that it went through to Hilo. And no 
doubt that Mr. Wight has got it long ere 
this. Of course, very provoking. 
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Table 2. Mahukona P.O. Partial Stamp Account, 1881-4, G.P.O. Journal 36, AH 

Date 
June 13, 1881 

Dec. 27, 1881 

Sept. 11, 1882 

Sept. 30, 1882 

Oct. 2, 1882 

Dec. 31, 1882 

Jan. 20, 1883 

Entry 
Sundries, 10% Comm. 2¢ Stamps 
6/14 on 22-11150 sheets 

Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
- 2¢ stamps, 20 sheets 
- 6¢ stamps, 1 sheet 
- 10% comm. on stamps 

Sundries, 2¢ stamps, 5 sheets 

Sundries, Mahukona P.O. 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary (3 mos.) 
- 10% comm. on stamps 

Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
-2¢ stamps, 20 sheets 
-5¢ " 4 " 
-10¢ " 1 " 

Sundries Mahukona P.O. 
-10% comm. on stamps 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary 

Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
-2¢ stamps, 20 sheets 
-5¢ " 4 " 
-1¢ " VK 10 " 

March 23, 1883 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
-2¢ stamps, 20 sheets 
-5¢ " 5 " 

March 31, 1883 Sundries Mahukona P.O. 
-P.M. Salary 
-10% comm. on stamps 

May 19, 1883 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
-2¢ stamps, 20 sheets 
-1¢ postals, 50 cards 

June 30, 1883 Sundries, Mahukona P.O. 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary 
-10% comm. on stamps 
-Tax Letters 
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Dr . 

$22.22 

23.00 

5.00 

25.00 
0.50 

35.00 

3.50 
25.00 

35 .00 

32.50 

25.00 
8.75 

20.50 

25.00 
2.05 
0.20 

Cr. 
$2.22 
22.22 

20.00 
3.00 
2.30 

5.00 

25.50 

20.00 
10.00 
5.00 

28.50 

20.00 
10.00 
5.00 

20.00 
12.50 

33.75 

20.00 
.50 

27.05 

0.20 
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Aug. 6, 1883 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 32.50 
-2¢ stamps, 20 sheets 20.00 
-5¢ " 5 " 12.50 

Sept. 30, 1883 Sundries Mahukona P.O. 28.25 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary 25.00 
-10% comm. on stamps 3.25 
-Tax Letters 0.16 0.16 

Nov. 12, 1883 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 42.50 
-2¢ stamps, 30 sheets 30.00 
-5¢ " 5 " 12.50 

Dec. 31, 1883 Sundries Mahukona 29.25 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary 25.00 
-10% comm. on stamps 4.25 

March 8, 1884 Mahukona P.O. 2¢ stamps, 30 sheets 30.00 30.00 

March 31, 1884 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 31.00 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary 25.00 
-10% comm. on stamps 6.00 

April 14, 1884 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 50.00 
-2¢ stamps, 40 sheets 40.00 
-5¢ " 4 " 10.00 

June 23, 1884 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 35.00 
-2¢ stamps, 25 sheets 25.00 
-5¢ " 4 " 10.00 
-10% comm. on stamps 3.50 

June 30, 1884 Sundries Mahukona P. 0. 30.00 
-P.M. Hawaii Salary 25.00 
-10% comm. on $50 stamps 5.00 

July 12, 1884 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 45.00 
-2¢ stamps, 40 sheets 40.00 
-5¢ " 2 " 5.00 
-10% comm. on stamps $45 4.50 

Sept. 1, 1884 Mahukona P.O. 5¢ stamps, 2 sheets 5.00 5.00 
-10% comm. on stamps 0.50 0.50 

Sept. 30, 1884 P.M. Hawaii Salary, Mahukona 25.00 25.00 
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If able 3. Mahukona P.O. Partial Stamp Account, 1884-6, G.P.O. Journal 37, AH. 

Date 
Oct. 20, 1884 

Dec. 31, 1884 

Jan. 12, 1885 

Entry 
Sundries 2¢ stamps, 30 sheets 
-10% comm. on stamps 

P.M. Hawaii Mahukona P.O. 
- Salary 3 mos. 
- Gen'l Postage 

Mahukona P.O., 2¢ stamps, 10 sh. 
- 10% comm. 

March 9, 1885 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
-2¢ stamps, 10 sheets 
-5¢ " 1-10/50 sh 
-10¢ " 20/50 sh. 
-10% comm. on stamps 

March 31,1885 P.M. Hawaii, Salary 3 mos. 

May 19, 1885 Mahukona P.O. 2¢ st., 10 sheets 
-10% comm. 

June 30, 1885 P.M. Hawaii Salcuy 3 mos. 

July 13, 1885 Mahukona P.O. 2¢ st., 10 sheets 
-10% comm. 

Aug. 17, 1885 Mahukona P.O. Sundries 
-1 ¢ Postal s, 100 cards 
-2¢ " 100 " 
-10% comm. 

Sept. 28, 1885 P.M. Hawaii Salary 3 mos. 

Oct 10, 1885 Mahukona P.O. 2¢ st., 10 sh. 

Nov. 17, 1885 " " 5¢ st., 1 sh. 
-10% comm. 

Nov. 27, 1885 Mahukona P.O. 2¢ st., 10 sh. 
-2¢ Envelopes - 100 Env. 
-5¢ " - 50 (( 
-10% comm. 

Dec. 31, 1885 P.M. Hawaii, Salary 3 mos. 

Jan. 4, 1886 Mahukona P.O., 5¢ stamps, 50 ea. 
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Dr. 
$30.00 

25.00 
26.50 

10.00 
1.00 

15.00 

1.50 

25.00 

10.00 
1.00 

25.00 

10.00 
1.00 

3.00 

0.30 

25.00 

10.00 

2.50 
0.25 

10.00 
2.40 
2.70 
1.51 

25.00 

2.50 

Cr. 
$30.00 

3.00 

25.00 

26.50 

10.00 
1.00 

10.00 
3.00 
2.00 
1.50 

25.00 

10.00 
1.00 

25.00 

10.00 
1.00 

1.00 
2.00 
0.30 

25.00 

10.00 

2.50 
0.25 

10.00 
2.40 
2.70 
1.51 

25.00 

2.50 
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March 31, 1886 P.M. Hawaii, Salary 3 mos. 

May 16, 1886 Mahukona P. 0. - Stamps 

June 30, 1886 P.M. Hawaii, Salary 3 mos. 

I 
L-.'' .. • 
;. .• 

' 

25.00 

27.30 

25.00 

September 2004 

25.00 

27.30 

25.00 

Figure 2. An early Mahukona postmark used only a few months after Postmaster Smithies was ap
pointed. (AH) 
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Smallpox from. San Francisco in 1888 
Concern was expressed to the Collector Gen

eral when smallpox-contaminated steamers be
gan to arrive from San Francisco before the fif
teen days delay in quarantine as imposed by the 
board of health in Honolulu. Deputy Collector 
George E. Boardman notified all port collectors 
to cooperate with any resident board of health 
agents, rendering all possible assistance. 
Boardman indicated in his notice to Mahukona 
of January 24, 1888, that all arriving vessels 
"must be placed in quarantine the same as ves
sels arriving at this port [Honolulu] from 
abroad ." Boardman stated that should 
Mahukona not have a board of health agent, 
Collector Stillman "must refuse communication 
with such vessel until the time prescribed by the 
regulations has expired." 

Postal Cards Exchanged for Stamps 
Smithies enclosed a large stock of four hun

dred two-cent postal cards to PMG Wundenberg 
with his letter on January 29, 1889. Several re
quests to exchange those postal cards went to 
Honolulu. His first request reads as follows. 

By this mail I send you 4 pkgs (1 00 
each) of 2¢ postal cards at $8. Please re
turn the amount in 2¢ stamps. When I 
last had the pleasure of talking with you 
in Honolulu (about 3rd inst), I mentioned 
among other items, the making up for, 
and forwarding by vessels leaving this 
port for San Francisco, a mail to which 
you assented. 

Since then, I am more convinced of 
the necessity and accommodation in
volved in this matter and now wish you 
to ascertain if you have any particular 
rules or regulations for me to observe in 
this matter. And also, if you have any 
special bags for this service. So far, I have 
made up two mails in paper pouches. 
They have duly reached their destination. 

Another consideration in favor of this 
Foreign Mail is the long interval between 
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the [stmr] Kinau 'strips. You also men
tioned to me your intention of supplying 
your terminal offices with certain bags. 
As you intend to do away with the 
pouches, we ought to have a small lock 
bag for this District, the inside [inland] 
postmaster to return it to Mahukona, and 
not to Honolulu. 

Also something better than paper 
pkgs for the overland mail again. The 
Mail for inside is not safe in paper, as it 
has very often to lay at the Railroad Sta
tions over night and you say no more 
pouches. 

Send a New Town Cancel Date Stamp 
Postmaster Smithies used an S. G. Wilder & 

Company letterhead on July 8, 1889, to order a 
new rubber date stamp for mail (Figure 3). 

Please send me a new date stamp. 
The one I have is old and the type drops 
out. A rubber stamp with moveable date 
would be handy. Also letter paper with 
official heading. 

Those Surplus Post Cards 
Since he had no response from Wundenberg 

on his request to exchange the two cent postals 
by February 20, 1889, Smithies wrote the Chief 
Clerk of the Interior Department J. A. 
Hassinger, signing the request for S. G. Wilder 
& Co. His fruitless effort reads as follows. 

We have on hand 400 of the two cent 
postal cards as per sample enclosed. And 
will consider it a favor if you will kindly 
send us two cent stamps in exchange, as 
we have no use for the cards. 

Hassinger's initialed response at the bottom of 
the letter reads "George, please answer this and 
say we would have no use for them. Return the 
card. J. A. H." 

A letter from Smithies on March 12, 1889 
reminded Wundenberg of his two cent postal 
cards and acknowledged receipt of a postal 



Western Express September 2004 

..• .. 

Figure 3. Using stationery from landlord S G. Wilder, postmaster Smithies requested on July 8, 1889, 
that the old Mahukona date stamp be replaced Bottom: an example of the old dates tamp noted by 
Smithies on February 12, 1889. (AH) 
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money order for $18.00. His reminder reads as 

follows. 
I have yours of 5th inst. with P.O.M. 

order my favor for $18 and is inciden
tally, a mistake. As by the Kinau (on) 22nd 
ulto. I sent you vouchers for $18 and by 
my request received per return Kinau 
$13 in 2¢ and $5 in 5 cent stamps for same, 
for which I sent my receipt lastKinau [on] 
4th inst. 

If I am correct, I will remit you the 
$18 by draft on Wilder & Co. and cash 
this P.O.M.O. to hand, so as not to disar
range your books. 

P.S. I have those 2¢ postals still on 
hand. What do you say? Won' t disturb 
books? 

Those excess postals were likely lost in the 
1889 fire which destroyed the post office. 

Smithies Replaced Stillman as Collector 
Smithies replaced Stillman as port collector 

on April 1, 1889, since his attention to customs 
duties was distracted by other financial inter
ests. On April 4 Smithies wrote Boardman that 
Stillman had "turned over some papers &c" on 
a freight lighter used at Mahukona to row out 
to visiting ships. Smithies needed a smaller two
man row boat for that purpose, since the larger 
freight lighters were loaned gratuitously and 
required a five-man crew which was seldom con
veniently available. 

Mail Delayed at Kohala 
A complaint went to Wundenberg from the 

President and Manager of the Hawaiian Rail
road Company C. L. Wight on April 16, 1889, 
about mail being delayed several days in the 
Kapaau, Kohala Post Office. Wight's complaint 
reads in part as follows. 

Enclosed please find an envelope that 
will tell its own story. As trains are run
ning almost daily, I request that my let
ters be forwarded from Kohala, prior to 
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the day the steamer sails. In this case, 
there is some excuse [for] the letter being 
directed to Kohala, but it has happened 
more than once that important business 
letters have been retained in the Kohala 
Post Office for several days, even when 
directed to Mahukona. 

Postmaster/collector Smithies submitted re
quests for government stamped blanks for which 
he was required to file customs reports to Audi
tor General C. J. Ross, as duplicates of his quar
terly returns sent to the Collector General. Since 
Ross had to monitor all financial records and 
ensure all government employees were paid cor
rectly at regular intervals, it was essential to 
know their appointment dates and locations. On 
July 8 Smithies informed Ross that he began as 
collector on April 1, 1889. 

Mahukona Needs to be a Money Order 
Office 

On August 29, 1889, postmaster Smithies ap
pealed to Wundenberg for Mahukona to be des
ignated as a money order office to accommodate 
the growing local immigrant sugar plantation 
population who often sent money abroad from 
Kohala. His request follows. 

In one of our conversations when I 
was in Honolulu, you said that if I wanted 
a Money Order Office, you would give it 
to me. I find that it has become a neces
sity and convenience, not to a very large 
extent, tho. 

If you approve, please send the req
uisite stationery, &c. 

The [stmr] KilaueaHou came off here 
yesterday, did not communicate ashore, 
and suppose did not have any mail. 

By September 9 Smithies had no response 
from Wundenberg, so he added the following to 
his reminder. 

The overland return mail continues 
to come from Kawaihae per Stmr and 
some of these days there will be a mess. 
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Smithies finally received Wundenberg's re
versal on making Mahukona a money order of
fice. He wrote Wundenberg on September 19, 
1889, in defense of his cause. 

I have yours 13th inst. duly to hand 
[on] P.O. Money Order [office]. I note 
what you say, and in reply, agree with 
you that the population of Mahukona is 
not enough to warrant the expense, but 
we have a radius of say six miles and 
there are quite a number of people in our 
vicinity as well as Mahukona to whom it 
is a hardship & in some instances, an im
possibility to procure a P.O.M.O. from 
Kapaau ten [twelve] miles off. The ex
pense is what? A blank book and appli
cations, unless you contemplate increas
ing my salary. We are isolated, and want 
all the care that a Paternal Gov' t can give 
us. 

Postmasters of money order offices received 
five dollars more each month. 

Money Order Offices Sell Revenue Stamps 
In response to the needs of plantation man

agers on all the islands, Postmaster General 
Wundenberg set up a local stock of adhesive rev
enue stamps for use on legal instruments, mostly 
labor contracts, and reported to the registrar of 
public accounts on their sale by postmasters. The 
system was working very well at all designated 
money order offices as they were required to 
post a heavier bond than the other postmasters. 
After Smithies wrote in September 1889 
Wundenberg explained how the system worked. 

As you think it is necessary that a 
Money Order business should be estab
lished at Mahukona, I will have the re
quired books, blanks &c prepared & for
warded by the earliest opportunity. This 
will bring you under Mr. Deacon's fa
mous revenue stamp law whereby all 
M.O. P.M.s are compelled to keep rev
enue stamps for the benefit of the Public 
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& also compelling the Finance Dept. to 
furnish the same in any quantity as de
manded, this [registrar] Frank Pratt 
naturally refuses to do as they amt as so 
much cash & he has to give heavy bonds. 
An arrangement was made, however, 
whereby the Finance Dept. furnishes this 
office with all the stamps we wish & the 
P.M.s order from us as they wish them, 
settling for the same at the close of the 
month, which arrangement I hope you 
will not interfere with as it is working well. 
Your friend D. Hitchcock & Deacon are 
on their high horse over [it]. 

Island Mail Distribution Centers at Hilo 
and Mahukona 

Postmaster General Wundenberg wrote 
Lahaina Postmaster Forsyth on March 5, 1891, 
about his office furniture and mail bags made 
for exclusive use of mail distribution centers on 
Maui and Hawaii. Their differences were noted 
as follows. 

... Lahaina & Wailuku are the two 
distributing offices for Maui, and Hilo & 
Mahukona for Hawaii. For this purpose 
I have had canvas bags made to be used 
Only between the above mentioned of
fices & for the sake of keeping them sepa
rate from the Genl P .O. bags, the bot
toms are made square. That is to say, the 
ends of the canvas are simply brought 
together and sewed, while the Genl P.O. 
bags have round bottoms. Any letters you 
have for Mahukona, Kohala, Waimea, 
Kukuihaele, Honokaa, Paalehaie, 
Paauilo, Ookala, or Laupahoehoe & 
Hakalau must be sent in one of your 
square bottom bags to Mahukona which 
is the distributing office for all the above 
places. Any letters you have for Hilo, the 
Hilo district as far as Hakalau, Puna & 
Volcano House must be sent in the same 
kind of bag to Hilo. Address the tag 
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plainly to the place you are sending the 
mail to & put the date stamp of your of
fice on the tag .... 

Wundenberg continued to state that he had 
enough bags made for each of the offices to have 
four, and that they should be in circulation at 
all times, not left to accumulate in a corner of 
the post office. 

Mail from Mahukona 
His mail carrier Owaanui kept a team of 

horses standing by while Smithies sorted and dis
tributed incoming mail, then sent them on their 
way along the Mahukona-Hamakua coast route, 
usually with much daylight ahead (Figure 4). His 
interesting mail handling concerns are like those 
of most island postmasters, only compounded 
by additional duties as port collector. After he 
lost the customs/post office building to fire in 1889 
and again in 1894, Smithies had to have the Post
master General refurnish the new buildings. Ex
cept for heavy winter rainy and stormy weather, 
Smithies had few complaints. He was sensitive 
to community patron needs and checked with 
them frequently to provide for their greater 
good, a postal influence from the Brickwood ad
ministration. Data on the growing volume of mail 
processed at Mahukona, 1887 to 1894, is pro
vided in Table 4. 

Interisland Steamers 
Coastal steamers which brought mail to the 

Mahukona landing during this period were the 
Lehua, Kinau, intermediate steamer W G. Hall, 
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Kilauea Hou, Maui, Hawaii and Waialeale, 
among others. Some of the schooners mentioned 
in his letters are the Kulamanu and an unnamed 
Kawaihae sloop on which mail was sent in be
tween steamer visits to Mahukona and the 
Hamakua coast. 

On February 14, 1889, Smithies informed 
PMG Wundenberg that the steamer Lehua 
landed mail three days earlier "for this district, 
as also a bag for Kawaihae & Waimea, and all 
outside of this office duly forwarded the Waimea 
& Kawaihae mail by special messenger." 

Monthly pay of $10 for postmaster Smithies 
on July 15, 1890, compared with $50 a month 
for mail carrier Owaanui on the Mahukona
Hamakua route. 

Post Office Property 
Smithies responded to Wundenberg' s circu

lar of March 28, 1890, on property belonging to 
the post office bureau with the following inven
tory . 

Property on hand - 1 set P.O. scales; 
1 date stamp, very poor one; 1 obliterat
ing stamp; 1 ink pad, a few envelopes &c. 

On January 28, 1891, Smithies again com
plained about his poor date stamp in a note to 
the general post office. 

Kinau left yesterday 271h. This mail 
came in too late and I send it by schr from 
Kohala landing. Please return bag. I have 
no other on hand. Please send me a de
cent date stamp. You will notice that the 

Table 4. Mahukona P.O. Volume of Mail Processed, 1887- 94, Biennial Reports 

Biennial Letters Received News- Letters Despatched News-
Period End Ordinary Registered prints Ordinary Registered prints 
Mch 31, 1888 10,745 9 49 2,379 11 11,700 
Mch 31 , 1890 26,044 11 601 4,621 10 11,687 
Mch 31 , 1892 30,403 14 838 5,548 18 7,768 
Mch 31, 1894 34,313 11 854 6,903 17 9,859 
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.N. B.-Post-.Alasters are reqlU!Sterl not to rletain the ca.rrier lon~er U~n i." 
rcrm.ired to assort a.ncl dispatch the mail, anrlto see that he Zcavcs7Jromptly on 

Figure 4. Mail carrier Owaanui 's report to PMG Oat for December 16, 1893, validated travel time 
needed to cover the route, dated and signed by postmasters to discourage any delay. (AH) 
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date is not legible and the type will not 
stay in. 

Kapaau Mail Bag Arrives by Schooner 
On March 19, 1891, Smithies informed 

Wundenberg that he sent all letters received by 
the steamer Kinau the day before. Then a sur
prise bag came from the Kapaau Post Office by 
train a day late, whlch he sent on. Smithies noted 
that another Kapaau Post Office bag of mail re
ceived late on February 27 by another postmas
ter after the steamer left had to be sent by schoo
ner Kulamanu to Honolulu. Smithies stated to 
PMG Wundenberg that he opened the oil skin 
wrapped mail bag to determine its contents, then 
"stamped them with my stamp to show you the 
date received by me and forwarded same that 
day per Kulamanu . . . to show you just where 
the carelessness came in." 

Twelve Miles to Kapaau P.O. 
On May 31 , 1891, Smithies w rote PMG 

Walter Hill that Miss E. D . Low, newly ap
pointed postmi stress at Kapaau, district of 
Kohala, telephoned rum for assistance in closing 
the postal accounts left open by her predecessor 
W. L. Eaton. 

Jumped on my horse and rode 12 
miles, and as a consequence, 12 miles 
back. On my arrival at the P.O. Miss Low 
and I examined books, papers, &c, &c, 
but could not arrive at a satisfactory re
sult. There is a receipt on file from the 
G.P.O. [dated] May 2 nd which may be
long to this month [June]. After staying 
two hours I advised her to write you 
about certain items. When she hears from 
you, I will call again and trust that I shall 
be able to straighten matters out. 

The late P.M.left the office [May] lOth 
inst., and I note from his General P.O. ale 
he has drawn his full month 's salary. Mr. 
Malcolm, [whom Eaton] left in charge, 
says he has not received anything from 
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the postmaster for his services. That, of 
course, is a matter between them. 

Smithies asked PMG Hill for a "statement of 
the Kohala P.O. ale as of May P1 and what has 
been done pro & con during this month by same 
with the G.P.O." 

Postmaster Smithies informed PMG Hill on 
June 9, 1891, that he had assisted Miss Low "in 
making up May's statements and was much 
pleased to note the efficient manner in which she 
has taken hold of the office." He noted that she 
was "a superior and well educated woman." Miss 
Low was satisfied with the closing statement as 
prepared by Mr. Swain in the Honolulu office. 

Mail Sent by Schooner 
Smithies explained for PMG Hill on Decem

ber 10, 1891, why five bags of mail had to be 
sent by schooner. 

The Kin au, as you are no doubt 
aware of, did not connect with our Port 
on Tuesday. And as the only steamer up 
the Hamakua coast is the Hawaii and she 
will not be here till Monday l41h I con
sider it best to send all mail matter in my 
office by a schooner leaving here tonight. 

Rent and Furniture for Mahukona P.O. 
Smithies informed PMG Hill on January 20, 

1892, of his furniture needs as follows. 

I have yours of 20th inst. to hand with 
your authority to pay $50 per year for 
rent of Post Office. I am in want of some 
articles for the working of office. 

1 Desk with Drawers; 1 Chair; 1 
Sorting Table; I Letter Press and Copy 
Book, Brush &c. 

I have a set of Pigeon holes arranged 
& made by my son, no charge, and will 
attend to sundry small matters. A plain, 
cheap, flat table, sit down desk with side 
drawers would be correct. 
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A Telephone for Mahukona P.O. 
On January 22 Smithies informed PMG Hill 

that he needed a telephone "since we are now in 
communication right through via Kawaihae to 
Waiohinu, Kau. Also, I have engaged a man at 
$2.00 per month to carry the mails to and from 
the wharf, subject to your approval." 

Smithies responded to PMG Hill ' s letter on 
February 6, 1892, on his request for office fur
niture and a telephone as follows. 

Your esteemed favor of the 1st inst. 
duly to hand, with your approval therein, 
of mail carrier and telephone for the of
fice. 

Office furniture. I note what you say 
as to buying in this District and in reply 
state no furniture for sale, all comes from 
Honolulu. I can do without a sorting 
table, as I will get the carpenter to build 
one in the P.O. room. I have applied to 
the Collector General for furniture for 
the Custom House Room and [it] will be 
up this stmr. I certainly do want a sitting 
down desk with drawers to keep papers 
in properly and also on which to lay 
Money Order Book. You see by the dia
gram I sent the Collector [General] there 
are two rooms- one P. 0. & one C. House. 
I have bought a letter press here and will 
have it fixed by the carpenter on the sort
ing table. I would like then the various 
items I have asked you for except the 
sorting table and letter press. 

Oath of Allegiance to the Provisional 
Government 

On February 10, 1893, Smithies acknowl
edged compliance with PMG Hill's circular re
quiring all postal employees to take the oath of 
allegiance to the Provisional Government. He 
stated that "I have the pleasure to report that 
the two Postmasters and Mail Carrier in this 
District have complied with the same." 
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Pay of the Mahukona Postmaster 
Smithies stated to PMG Hill in a letter of 

April 4, 1893, that he had already written twice 
for a pay raise that never came. He referred to 
their December 1892 conversation when Hill ad
mitted "that $20 per month was not adequate 
pay in view of the work done, and your inten
tion to make a larger requisition on the coming 
legislature for pay of Country Postmasters." He 
noted that "in the Legislative proceedings the 
committee on Ways & Means reported very fa
vorably on your requisition and so passed (with 
one or two alterations in the General Office) in 
the App'n Bill." He continued as follows. 

I have waited all this year and cer
tainly thought and expected to receive a 
nice sum for back pay. As I wrote you 
before $60 Custom House & $20 P.O. [to
tal] $80 is small pay and a small increase 
from you is very necessary and very im
portant and I am dependent on the lat
ter to help me live. As things are now, I 
am tied right here and cannot even go to 
Honolulu to see my wife & family. It is 9 
months since I have seen them. As it costs 
$20 up & down on stmr fare alone, and 
that I simply cannot afford. 

PMG Hill Out; Oat Appointed 
Failing health forced PMG Hill to resign at 

the end of March 1893. Joseph M. Oat was ap
pointed effective April 1. A Honolulu newspa
per noted that former PMG Hill, in very poor 
health, left Hawaii for the Australian Colonies 
on the SS Monowai on May 10, 1894. 

PMG Oat Visited Mahukona 
In his November 15, 1893 report to Minister 

of Finance S. M. Damon, PMG Oat detailed vis
its to the post offices on the Island of Hawaii . 
From Honolulu the steamer landed at Kawaihae 
on October 14, where he interviewed Postmas
ter Hookuanui, then proceeded north on horse-
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Table 5. Mahukona P.O. Town Cancels on official correspondence to Honolulu 
and from web site www .PostOfficeinParadise.com used by permission. 

Davey# 
804 

282.016 

282.011 

281.01 

253.01 
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Period in Use 
1881 - ? 

Oct. 1882 - May 1896 

Oct. 1889 - Feb. 1894 

Nov. 1897 - May 1900 

December 23, 1898 

Notes 
Ms cancel used on Scott # 3 5 cover. 

Double 33mm diameter concentric circles 
with single inner circle frame town name, 
date; small asterisk side ornament; purple, 
red and black strikes known. 

Double 33mm diameter concentric circles 
with single inner circle frame town name, 
date; large ray side ornament; purple or 
black strikes. 

Double 30mm diameter concentric circles 
with single inner circle frame town name, 
date; no side ornaments; purple, red or 
blue strikes. 

Double 27mm diameter concentric circles 
with single inner circle frame town name, 
date; no side ornaments; purple, red 
strikes. 
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255.01 Nov. 1899- June 1900 

Septem her 2004 

Double 29mm diameter concentric circles 
frame small upper case letters in town 
name, date as in 253.01~ no side ornaments; 
purple strikes. 

back to Mahukona. His note on that visit reads sloop. He noted that service by the Kawaihae 
as follows. sloop was necessary for the public good, ratio

My next call was at Mahukona, 
where I found the postal and money or
der office in charge of Mr. Jno. S. Smith
ies, who keeps his accounts according to 
instructions from the General Office, and 
carries on the work in an efficient man
ner. He makes up mail and dispatches 
same to Kohala, Hamakua ports, Hilo, 
Kona and Kau, etc. 

From Mahukona he proceeded to the Kohala 
Post Office, in the Kapaau Courthouse/Post Of
fice building, to interview Postmistress E. D. Low. 

Mahukona Cancels 
Table 5 and Figures 5 through 9 illustrate 

the known Mahukona town cancels. Figure 9 is 
a post office requisition sent by postmaster Smith
ies June 2, 1899. 

Mahukona Mail by Kawaihae Sloop 
In response to PMG Oat's inquiry of Novem

ber 30, 1893, on mail from Mahukona, Smithies 
explained the same day how he managed to co
ordinate the handling of mail by steamer .and 

nalized as follows. 

The sloop leaves say about 30 min
utes after I get the [stmr] Kinau 's mail in 
the office, and in ordinary weather, the 
sloop arrives at Kawaihae, say 3 or 4 
hours before the steamer~ so that the car
rier anyhow is at Waimea and sometimes 
heading for Kukuihaele by the time the 
Kinau arrives at Kawaihae. Before the 
sloop, we had a carrier overland to 
Mahukona, and that service caused gen
eral complaint. The route from Waimea 
is long, and during a severe storm one 
year, the [mail] man was nearly drowned 
in one of the streams, and the service then 
did not give the people sufficient time to 
answer. This present arrangement, as far 
as I know (and I am constantly inquir
ing), pleases everybody. 

Again, the Kawaihae [Post] Office 
connects Kona as well. You say Kinau 
goes to Kawaihae every trip. So she does, 
and could take the mails, but it is simply 
a question of difference of time in deliv-
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ering and that is where the growling 
came in before, causing late delivery and 
in consequence, shortness of time in an
swering. 

A carrier is not going to travel all 
night; particularly so if he is a Hawaiian 
and got some makamakas [friends] on 
the road. One good idea is to get them 
[the carriers] away with plenty of day
light ahead . By reference to the Mail 
Route report which I send you every 
mail, you will note the time consumed 
going from and returning to Kawaihae. 
All in all, I think the sloop business is 
sound, necessary and for the public good. 
[One of Smithies ' Mahukona and 
Hamakua Mai I Route Reports sent to 
PMG Oat is shown in Figure 4.] 

As regards the carrier at Kawaihae 
going on to Hookena and meeting the 
Waiohinu carrier, I am not sufficiently 
posted, but I do not think that there 
would be time enough to do the work 
properly and connect with the stmr 
Kinau. Again, the [W. G.) Hall is an in
termediate stmr with the Kinau and in 
connection with the Kawaihae carrier. 
Kau & Kona are well served, as all along 
that coast they get Kinau 's mail in ample 
time to reply by the Hall. Kohala letters I 
send per Kinau and are put on board the 
Hall at Maalaea on her up trip so that 
Kona gets them next day and Waiohinu 
the day following. This is better than send
ing to Honolulu as was the custom be
fore. The sloop always brings a mail from 
Kawaihae, including Kona letters, whjch 
otherwise would remain at Kawaihae 10 
days as that is the return down trip of 
Kinau . The sloop arrives here on the 
morning of the arrival of Kinau from 
Honolulu and as soon as he gets the mails, 
is off. He has nothing to do with return 
of the Kinau as the latter brings all over
land mail (which has arrived from carri-
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ers the night previous at Kawaihae) to 
Mahukona and I sort and dispatch the 
same to Honolulu, Wailuku, Lahaina, 
Kohala, &c. Mahukona is the first receiv
ing and the last dispatching Post Office 
for Hawaii . 

As noted in a March 4, 1895, post office state
ment in a Honolulu newspaper, PMG Oat may 
have advised Smithies not to send any more mail 
by sailing vessels since "present regulations ~o 
not allow regular mail to be forwarded by sail
ing vessels." 

Mahukona's New Post Office 
After the loss of the Mahukona Post Office 

in the summer of 1894 by fire, postmaster Smith
ies wrote Secretary of the General Post Office 
W. 0 . Atwater on August 9 with a basic inven
tory of furnishings needed. 

Your two favors 31"1 ulto. and 7m inst. 
duly to hand, together with sundries per 
stmr Hawaii for P.O. As I wrote before, I 
lost everything. And I would say. 

- A table or Desk with Pigeon Holes 
and drawer or pigeon holes separate; 

- A chair, say oak arm; 
- One strong table for sorting letters; 
- 1 dz strong iron hooks to put in wall 

to hang mai 1 Bags on, say 2-1/2 in. ; 
- lset 6 lb. scales, as before, these to 

hand are too small; 
- Mail Bag tags; 1 flat ruler; 
- 1 Letter File, to hold letters when 

received; 
- 2 balls twine, strong, but not whale 

line; 
- Book or schedule of postage rates. 
I shall be in my new office in a week. 

Landlord is fitting up building. 

Oath of Allegiance to Republic of Hawaii 
Postmaster Smithies wrote Secretary 

Atwater on August 10, 1894, about a notice from 
the Minister of Finance to renew his commis-
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Figure 6. Two covers from Hilo to Kohala via Mahukona have MAHUKONA transits of May 14 and 
September 7, 1897 (M-H 281.01). (Shreves Sale June 6, 1997) 

sion as postmaster and to take the oath of alle
giance to the new government of Hawaii. 

I note by the [Honolulu news] papers 
to hand yesterday, that the Minister of 
Finance has a notice for application of 
commission to office for those who so 
desire. As it seems to me that such appli
cations should go through the Chief of 
Bureau (who appoints), I enclose mine 
as Postmaster to you and ask the P.M.G. 
kindly to attend to the same. 
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New Furniture for Mahukona P.O. 
Postmaster Smithies acknowledged receipt 

of new furnishings for the post office in a note to 
Postmaster General Oat on August 19, 1894. 

I have yours 13th inst duly to hand, 
together with saddle bags for overland 
service and Oak arm chair and sundries 
for office use, in good order. 

As regards sorting table and pigeon 
holes, I will manage about them here, as 
you direct The office table with a drawer 
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at each side that you sent me early in 
1892 (I think from Happs ), was much 
cheaper than I could have made here. A 
plain redwood paha? And covered with 
enameled cloth, please send if possible. 
As the only man who can make a table 
in this District lives 10 miles from here is 
very busy, and I'm afraid, is in love just 
now. 

The letter file to hand [is] alright, but 
I want also, perhaps you call it a clip. I 
know that it is old fashioned. The one 
thing I lost in the fire was my own, thusly 
metal spring .di.I2 and board or stout 
pasteboard and back [clipboard]. 

Smithies Took Oath, Sent Bond 
On August 29, 1894, Smithies wrote PMG 

Oat to advise that he had appeared before the 
district judge to renew his allegiance to the gov
ernment of the Republic of Hawaii. 

I have your two favors 22nd and 24th 
inst. to hand. In accordance with your 
Instructions, I appeared before Judge 
Atkins (12 miles from here), took the oath 
of allegiance, executed my bond and re
ceived my Commission with thanks to 
you for same. 

Letter clip, &c to hand. 100 letters in 
package will attend to in future. The 
Kawaihae matter I understand from 
[Purser] Beckley is settled to your satis
faction. 

I want 1 Way Mail Bag, as before, 
about the size of a grain sack, with cord 
at mouth to draw, marked "HAW AllAN 
MAIL" for use at Railroad and May l 
have .a ~' the one burnt was my own. 

I shall move into new office tomor
row. 

Steamer Mail Service Changed 
Postmaster Smithies wrote PMG Oat about 

the steamer mail route change on December 21, 
1894, and its effect on local mail service. 
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I have yours of 17th inst. in the matter 
of no mail per Kiauea Hou duly to hand 
with thanks for the full statement of facts 
relating to same. 

I had a talk with the Honokaa P.M. 
the other day (on the wire) respecting our 
present mail services and Honokaa 
wishes me to write you on the subject. 

The Kinau now goes to Kawaihae 
first and lands mail from Honolulu. The 
Boat from Kawaihae to Mahukona has 
to wait till the arrival of the Kinau before 
I can send our local mail, as there is al
ways more or less letters from Maui per 
Kinau for various P.O.s in Hamakua and 
Kona. This, of course, detains the carri
ers at Kawaihae for several hours, and if 
very calm weather, perhaps all day. 

If the Maui ~ were instructed 1Q 

send their mail for Hamakua and Kona 
1Q Kawaihae ~part .Qf the present 
pjJjkia [trouble] would be pau [ended]. 
And then immediately after arrival of our 
Train, dispatch the Boat for Kawaihae 
with our local mail for Hamakua & Kona. 
You will note that Kona is as important 
as Hamakua with Kohala now a days. 
The horse carrier service of old went 
from here to Waimea and on to Honokaa, 
leaving out Kawaihae, and in conse
quence, Kona. 

As the purser said "I leave the text 
with you" and await your instructions. 

Steamer Schedules Night Visits 
Postmaster Smithies informed PMG Oat on 

December 21, 1894, that the Kinau would drop 
off the mail at 9 P.M. on their next visit, which 
required him to order special lanterns to work 
at night. His letter request reads in part as fol
lows. 

As it is impossible to sort letters and 
prepare mails without light, I respectfully 
ask for "a light to lighten my darkness," 
say-
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~A~TLE & COOKE, LTD· · " 
HONOLULU H, &, 

.. 

Figure 7. Top, purple KOHALA MAR/511897 duplex ties 1894 2¢ on cover with two backstamps 
blue MAHUKONA MAR/5 and black HILO MAR/6 arrival. Bottom, red MAHUKONA APR/1711897 
cancel (M-H281.01) on cover to Kohala with purple KOHALA APR/17 backstamp (M-H 282.013). 

1 Good size Bracket Lamp for inside 
1 Lamp with glass case for outside 

with wicks and extra chimneys; oil [I] will 
buy here. Rochester Lamp is the best 

Smithies acknowledged receipt of the lamps 
ten days later. 

Mail Steamer Time Tables in 1895 
Postmaster Smithies requested more copies 

of the new steamer sailing schedule timetable on 
January 14, 1895. 
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Yours 91h inst duly to hand. Mail for 
Kona &c will arrange for, for the present 
I hear that the [stmr] Kihalani is coming 
on a new route, Mahukona, Kawaihae 
& Kailua and will write you more fully. 
Your new time table [for]1895 is, I think, 
just what was wanted. If you can spare a 
few more, I would like them for distribu
tion. 

I sincerely hope that you are all quiet 
again. What a terrible time Honolulu has 
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Figure 8. Mahukona cancel used from June or July 1898. (AH) 

had. All O.K. on [the Island of] Hawaii. 
The Hawaiians are all right as a major
ity. It is the outside scoundrels that make 
trouble. 

Local Mail Arrangements 
On January 23 , 1895, Postmaster Smithies 

detailed local mail delivery arrangements. 

I have yours 22nd inst. per Kihalani to 
hand this morning, 6:30, as also revised 

[steamer] Time Table. I telephoned 
Honokaa P.O. and a light will be at the 
Paauhau landing. The Kihalani has gone 
to Kailua, to be back here this evening. 
When she finally leaves Mahukona for 
Hamakua, I will telephone again. By the 
Way Bill enclosed, you will note the new 
arrangement I have made, so as to get 
our local mail from Hamakua & Kona 
and think that will work o.k. 
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Please send say 6 revised Time 
Tables. 

Heavy Storm Delays Overland Mail 
Rough weather and steamer schedule 

changes delayed Mahukona mails the week be
fore February 2, 1895, as Postmaster Smithies 
reported to PMG Oat. 

I have your favor 29th ulto. duly to 
hand. The Way Bill, owing to that irregu
lar week of the Kinau, got delayed, and 
only the other day the Honokaa P.M. 
rang me up and informed me that he had 
just received it. If it does not come back 
this time, 1 will repeat what I wrote on it, 
viz. Mails to be at Kawaihae, say 8 o'clock 
a.m. on Thursday and Monday, so as to 
give the sloop time to get over here [from 
Kawaihae] in time for sailing &c per 
Kinau' s return or down trip to Maui and 
Honolulu. 

My idea is that the Kawaihae P.M. 
has not the time, convenience or ability 
to sort and dispatch [the mails], and the 
last Hamakua & Kona Mail was put on 
board the Kinau just as it arrived, and 
the sorting, if any, was done by someone, 
not a P.M. 

The sloop, as I explained before, must 
of necessity, come over with our local mail 
and be in time to go inside on that night's 
Train, or perhaps lay here for a few days 
till next train, or sent in next day by spe
cial messenger at an expense which may 
be avoided. 

February 41h. We are having the larg
est and heaviest sea I have ever seen in 
Mahukona today. No boat could land and 
the short is that it would be very danger
ous to attempt to do so tonight. I have 
telephoned Kawaihae, and the P.M. there 
informs me that in accordance With our 
new arrangement, the mails are there and 
he will send them over on horse[back], 
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as I tell him he could not land if he sent 
the sloop. The Kinau will take mails and 
passengers tonight at Niuli i and do the 
best we can anyhow. 

Local Mail Service Along the Hamakua 
Coast 

Postmaster Smithies discussed local mail ser
vice along the Hamakua coast with PMG Oat 
on February 12, 1895. 

Yours 7th inst. to hand. 
Local Mail Service all arranged, so 

that there will not be any detention on 
arrival of Kinau 's mails at Kawaihae. 

N. Hokunui P.M. Kawaihae. I have 
had a talk with [him]. He agrees to con
tinue with the extra work at the same 
pay, $25 per month. I told him that if he 
did not, I would get someone else. 

Miss Low, KohalaP.O., will send mail 
to me the day before the arrival of Kinau 
at Kawaihae from Honolulu, The com
plaint from Hamakua that it takes about 
two weeks for a I etter to reach there from · 
Kohala. Maybe could lately, owing to a 
variety of causes, political and domestic. 
Detention of steamers on outbreak of that 
riot, change of stmr' s route going to 
Kawaihae first. I have sent mails from 
here lately by any and every chance of
fering. As for instance, I had quite anum
ber of letters for Waimea, Hamakua and 
Hilo last week, and the only way I got 
them off was by the [stmr] Kiauea Hou 
arriving unexpectedly from Honolulu 
and bound up the Hamakua coast. 

Trusting that all will meet with your 
approval . 

No Daily Mail Service Between Mahukona 
and Kohala 

Postmaster Smithies wrote PMG Oat on Feb
ruary 20, 1895, in response to his inquiry of the 
day before. 
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Figure 9. Postmaster Smithies submitted this requisition for supplies on JUN/211899. (AH) 
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HAWAIIA~ RAIL:ROAD CO., 1-o. 
S. G , WILDER 6. CO • 

• MAHU~ONA. H. t. 
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d,/hlf~ 

& t 

Figure 10. Hawaiian Railroad Company corner card cover franked with 5¢ ultramarine (Scott #59) 
red P. G. 0. postal portrait issue tied by purple MAHUKONA JAN/ 1211894 cancel (M-H 282. 011) and 
has a HONOLULU JAN 13 1894 duplex, addressed to San Francisco. (Shreves Sale June 6, 1997) 

I have yours 19th inst. to hand. Lamps 
received O.K. Cheap. You must be a good 
buyer. I remit direct to Pao Haw. Co. En
closed two Envelopes plainly addressed
Mahukona, and yet they are sent in 
Kohala Mail Bag in Tax Letter Envelope 
to P.M. Kohala. This causes inconve
nience as we have no daily mail service 
between the two offices. 

Please be sure and send Stamp & Box 
Type for same. I am pilikia [troubled]. 

Mail Steamer Must Land at Kahua Point 
A heavy gale continued to blow across the 

Hamakua Coast so continuously for several 
weeks in early March 1895 that mail steamers 
had to land mails at Kahua Point. Postmaster 
Smithies reported the problem to PMG Oat on 
March 18, 1895. 

Yours 12th inst. with Mail Bag for 
Puuhue Ranch duly to hand. Enclosed 
P.O.M. Order# 97099 your favor $5.50 
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and bill bag. The Kiauea Hou arrived 
yesterday (Sunday) morning with For
eign Mail. 

It was blowing so hard that the Stmr 
had to run for a lee and landed mails &c 
under Kahua Point. I got the mails and 
dispatched Kohala Mail by 11:00 a.m. 
Rung up every important person on tele
phone from Niulii to Puakea. Informed 
them all that the mail was on its way in
side and that the Kinau would be in time 
for the outgoing SS Australia. The Kiauea 
Hou laid here or rather at Kahua Point 
all yesterday and is still there. It is no use 
going up the coast till the gale moderates. 
We have had a steady blow the last two 
weeks. 

Mail Steamers Changed on the Kona
Hamakua Coast 

When steamer mail service was changed for 
landings along the Kona-Hamakua coast, post-
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master Smithies expressed his concerns to PMG 
Oat on April 18, 1895. 

I have yours 12th inst. to hand and 
contents [of] same carefully noted. And 
in reply, submit that in as much as the 
Kinau' s final port en route to Honolulu 
is Kawaihae, I thought it best at one time 
to have the Hamakua Mails arrive one 
day before at that place, so as to reach 
here in time for sorting by me. Since 
then, I find that the Hamakua Mails for 
Honolulu· &c go direct from Kawaihae, 
so that there is no necessity for sending 
same to me, or arriving a day before sail
ing of Kinau from Kawaihae to Honolulu. 
As evidently, the several P .M.s sort and 
dispatch their mails correctly. 

Now for Kohala Service. It is necessary 
that mails from here for Hamakua and 
Kona should leave here on the afternoon 
prior to the arrival of the Kinau from Ho
nolulu at Kawaihae so as not to detain the 
mail carriers for Hamakua & Kona who 

' are supposed to start from Kawaihae as 
soon as possible after arrival of Kinau 
there. Of course, any mail at Kawaihae 
for Kohala could be sent per Kinau. 

And now for the return trip of Stmr 
to Honolulu. As Kawaihae is the final 
port, how are we to get our Kona & 
Hamakua mails? And it seems to me that 
you can arrange the entire matter per
haps in this way. 

Send your instructions as you may 
consider best to P.M.s [at] Hamakua, 
Kona & Kawaihae. Stop that $25 per 
month for sloop service from & to 
Kawaihae, as no sloop comes here now. 
And not wanted, and as P.M. sends a bag 
overland from Kawaihae only three times 
a month, and not six times as he prom
ised, then let me hire a man here to do 
the work between Mahukona and 
Kawaihae for the $25 per month. 

September 2004 

If this latter idea meets your views, 
well & good. I can then get Hamakua and 
Kona mails for Kohala without waiting 
the pleasure of the Kawaihae P.M. I 
rather gather from yours that you were 
somewhat disappointed in my former let
ter to you on the subject. Hamakua 
people, I think, are very hard to please. 
Clinton [P.M.] at Honokaa is A.l and all 
the P.M.s are good, but the people are 
normal kickers. 

Mahukona Office Stamp Ordered 
Secretary of the Postal Bureau William 0. 

Atwater informed Smithies on May 2, 1895, that 
"the Postmaster General has ordered the stamp 
you have requested from the coast and it will 
come along in due time." 

Office Cancelling Stamp Broken 
Postmaster Smithies replied on May 11, 1896, 

to PMG Oat's note of May 4 about his broken 
office stamp. 

I have yours of 4th inst. to hand and 
in reply, I thank you for calling my at
tention to the office stamp not showing 
any date on a certain letter and on ex
amination find that the screw works loose 
at times and the type slips back. 

By last Kinau mail arrived 61h inst. 
Nearly all Kawaihae & Kailua letters and 
27 for Mahukona were in the Kohala 
Mail. One from you (enclosed envelope) 
to me. Among the latter had Kohala of
fice stamp. 

Postmaster Smithies complained to PMG Oat 
?n September 23, 1896, about not receiving the 
ttems he had requisitioned. 

Yours of 17th inst. to hand, in my offi
cial envelope addressed to your good self. 
I enclosed a requisition on the regular 
printed form for bag tags and several 
other items, but nothing to hand by re
turn stmr. Have you separate envelopes 
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Figure 11. Hawaiian Postal Service and Bureau 
of General Post Office/Hawaii hand stamps share 
the left side of an official cover with violet 
MAHUKONA /MAY/611896 (M-H 281.01) cds; with 
partial KOHALA backs tamp (M-H 282. 013). 
(Shreves Sale June 6, 1997) 

for supply department? If so, please send 
some. 
PMG Oat' s marginal note scribbled at the 

bottom reads "No rubber type to be had." 

Surprise Steamer Mail on Sunday 
Postmaster Smithies informed PMG Oat on 

May 31, 1898, about an unexpected Sunday 
morning arrival of mail by the steamer lwalani. 

Yours 28th in st. was duly handed to 
me by the purser of the SIS lwalani on 
Sunday morning 9:30 and your request 
re telephoning about mails on board stmr 
to Honokaa immediately attended to. 
Mail for Kohala dispatched by carriers 
within 20 minutes after receipt. Bags all 
ready with horses. 

We had had news by stmr Mauna Loa 
on Saturday from Kailua via Naalehu, 
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Volcano House, Hilo and Honokaa, and 
so by the time we received the telephone 
[call] it was pretty well mixed. However, 
the unexpected arrival of the lwalani was 
a great treat and proved a great educa
tor on current and exciting events 

News of Annexation by Steamer No-E-A u 
Postmaster Smithies wrote PMG Oat on July 

18, 1898, very excited about the recent arrival 
of the steamer No-E-Au flying an American flag 
at the mainmast. 

The SS No-E-Au arrived here Satur
day 16th 2 o'clock p.m., Am[erican] flag 
at the Main and blew three whistles giv
ing us the grand and glorious news of An
nexation and continued success of the 
U.S. Army and Navy. Mails landed for 
Kohala, Mahukona, Kawaihae, 
Waimea, Kailua, Kealakekua and 
Hookena. Kohala dispatched at once, as 
I was prepared. Expecting mail any time 
on Saturday and Sunday sure. As you 
know, men and horses are not to be had 
immediately at Mahukona; however, I 
aathered in 4 men and horses and started b 

the expedition yesterday (Sunday 17th at 
7 o'clock a.m.). Mail arrived at Kailua 7 
o' c p.m. In the meantime, the important 
news had been telephoned by us North, 
South, East & West. 

Complaints from Kona and K ohala 
Postmaster Smithies responded to two com

plaints about mail in a note to PMG Oat on July 
28, 1898, the first from Kona. 

Had the mail been sent immediately 
to Kawaihae, it could have caught the 
[wood screw steamer] Vpolu, three a.m. 
reached Kailua Saturday night. In an
swer-The Upolu had left Kawaihae cer
tainly two hours before the [wood screw 
steamer] No-E-Au arrived at Mahukona. 
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The Kohala complaint was about two wet 
magazine wrappers and two newspapers. Smith
ies admitted that the letters were also damp. He 
asked PMG Oat for a tarpaulin to prevent mail 
getting wet in future. 

The Annexation Steamer No-E-Au 
On August 18, 1898, Postmaster Smithies in

formed PMG Oat about an unexpected treat 
from the arrival of the steamer No-E-Au. 

Yours l5 1h inst. per Annexation 
steamer No-E-Au to hand Wednesday 
morning 4:30 o'clock 17tb with mails, an 
unexpected treat. Kohala mails sent in
side and everyone happy. No kick. 

I enclose you a note to the P .M. 
Kaunakakai [Molokai] for your informa
tion, and to forward, with your remarks 
if you deem necessary. 

Do you not think that it would be very 
correct for this Post Office (being a sea 
port) to have a flag appropriate to the 
time, say "Old Glory?'' I leave the ques
tion to your mature deliberation. 

Judge Atkins, our I.S.S., raises "Old 
Glory" in No. Kohala on the 12th in front 
of the [KapCl;au] Courthouse. 
A response from PMG Oat was not pursued 

during research. 

Mail Bags Sent to Mahukona 
Postmaster General Oat instructed Postmas

ter Smithies about mail distribution from 
Mahukona on April 1, 1899. 

In addition to Mahukona & Kohala 
Mail , I am sending mail to Kukuihaele, 
Honokaa-Ookala, Laupahoehoe, Paauilo 
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& Papaloa, all but the former to be 
landed at Honokaa, as I cannot arrange 
for the steamer to go beyond. 

Two Mahukona Covers 
Figure 10 shows a cover from the Hawaiian 

Railroad Company in Mahukona, sent January 
12, 1894, via Honolulu on January 13, missing 
the mail steamer SS Monowai to San Francisco 
which left the day before. The next mail steamer 
to San Francisco was the SS Australia to sail on 
February 3. 

Figure 11 shows the left side of an official 
cover from the General Post Office with a clear 
MAHUKONA/MAY/6 purple strike, possibly 
sent by the inter-island coasting steamer Kinau. 
Photographically reduced at right, which cut 
away the Honolulu MAY 4/1896 duplex cancel 
(M-H 231.82). 

Foreign Mails Direct to San Francisco 
Postmaster Smithies wrote PMG Oat on 

April 4, 1900, on the advisability of sending for
eign mails from Mahukona direct to San Fran
crsco. 

Can Foreign Mails be made up and 
forwarded to Countries outside of the 
Hawaiian Islands by Countr:y Postmas
ters? Say, for instance, [via] the SS 
Manuaense, now in this port and bound 
to San Francisco direct. 
Although PMG Oat's response was not 

found in his letter book, the policy required all 
mail from the islands to be sent through Hono
lulu under normal circumstances. Postmaster/ 
collector Smithies continued to serve Mahukona 
until his demise in August 1902. 
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