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PRESIDENT'S REMARKS 
With pleasure, I announce a new Western Cover 

Society Director! Dale Wilson has joined the board. 
At present, he is finishing Frank Newton 's term, 
but will be standing for election. Dale, for all you 
vacationers, has written extensively on the best 
routes up and down the Sacramento Valley. Read 
Dale's fine articles in Western Express, and you will 
never have to travel an Interstate highway again .... , 
though the steamboat connections might be a little 
erratic. Dale is also good at keeping tabs. He is 
mightily indexing all of Western Express for our 
Web Site and as printed copy. Welcome aboard, 
Dale. H'YA! We' re off on a run. The Express 
must go through! 

With sadness I announce the death ofDirector 
Frank Quitterfield Newton, Junior (August 25, 
1921-November 8, 2004), a self described curmudg
eon and the quintessential expert on everything. 
Best of all, Frank shared that knowledge. Any re
quest on any variety of subjects brought forth a thick 
packet- plus a 12-page letter. 

Being with Frank was memorable. Frank would 
start talking on one subject, and eventually cover 
them all. He enjoyed life so much; research so much. 
His mind never stopped going. Oh, that we could 
have gotten him to write down some of it! I was 
long after him to write up his Wells Fargo covers 
from the 1894 Pullman Strike; perhaps their new 
owner after Schuyler Rumsey's WESTPEX sale will 
favor Western Express with such an article. 

Frank also chaired The Most Important Com
mittee. Oh, how he fussed and worried when 
Schuyler Rumsey auctioned off an Alta Express 
Company cover attested to by a vague Western 
Cover Society Expert Committee. The certificate, 
as I recall, had the signatures of Henry Spelman, 
Basil Pearce, and Mexico expert Jack Greenberg. 
Frank chewed over that with the tenacity of a bull 
dog until our treasurer Oscar Thomas bought the 
cover and gave Frank the certificate. Perhaps 
Rumsey will sell the certificate a second time- this 
time without the cover. 

Frank became an encyclopedia on everything
or, at least, everything of interest: Covers, in par
ticular El Dorado County; expresses, especially 
Adams & Co.; express labels; revenues; firearms; 
and Wells Fargo equipment. His favorite, above all 
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else, was Concord Coaches. Company genealogy 
and order book numbers fascinated him. Hounds, 
reaches, and sand boxes were not dogs, exercises, 
or children 's play areas to Frank. 

Many a time I received a lecture that the vast 
majority of vehicles called "coaches" were not, but 
mere mud wagons, and should not be dignified with 
such an elite name. Frank constantly rejoiced after 
he determined the function and name of the iron 
struts on coach bodies . His email address 
"A[bbot]D[owning]bunter'' said it all. On my desk 
sits an enameled red bunter, "Presented to Robert 
J. Chandler Dec. 2002 by Frank Q. Newton, Jr. 
This Bunter Repels Big Wheels." At this moment, 
I am certain Frank is lecturing J. Stephen Abbot 
and Lewis Downing on the proper way to build 
Concord stagecoaches! 

Outside of cover-collecting, the gregarious 
Newton had been a self-taught aircraft electrical 
engineer, who worked on modifications for the B-
29s that carried the World War II Atomic Bombs. 
Ham radio operator Newton's call number W6SYG 
had a worldwide presence, even to the far reaches 
ofPitcaimlsland. The Los Angeles Corral ofWest
erners knew him as "Tired Eyes" Newton, always 
behind a camera. And who can forget Frank shak
ing hands with a best friend, an attorney-and then 
counting his fingers afterwards to make certain all 
were present. Frank, we miss you! 

Bob Chandler 
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From Your Editor 
Alan H. Patera 
P.O. Box 2093 
Lake Grove OR 97035 

With the passing of Frank Q. Newton Jr., the 
Western Cover Society has lost one of its most 
colorful members. I can second Bob Chandler's 
eloquent remarks, and add a story of my own. 

As editor ofWestern Express I am accustomed 
to receiving manuscripts and placing them into pub
lication. Early in my tenure I received a manu
script from Frank and made the mistake of putting 
it into Western Express. It seems, however, that 
Frank was not done fussing with it, and he let me 
know he only wanted my opinion, and that it needed 
more time to mature before it was ready for bot
tl ing. Subsequently he occasionally sent me sev
eral of his thick packets, all of them clearly de
noted "not for publication." It was not that Frank 
didn' t put his knowledge into writing, it's just that 
he was never quite done with it. Hence Frank sel
dom appeared upon our pages. 

Another of Frank's collecting interests was 
covers from Sonora, Tuolumne County. He gave 
a talk on the subject for the Western Cover Soci
ety on Sonora in 1998. Every time I saw Frank at 
WESTPEX he assured me he was going to as
semble the Sonora covers into a lengthy, informa-
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tive and comprehensive article on these Sonora 
covers. I have a draft for an article, but no illustra
tions of the covers themelves. As the collection 
will no doubt be dispersed when it is sold, we have 
lost an opportunity to shine a spotlight on this un
der-studied early mining camp. 

I would like to thank Mike Mahler for the fine 
job he did on the last two issues. I used my time 
away from editing to good advantage, being away 
from home for 53 days on trips to a variety of in
teresting places. My most frequent destination was 
central and southern Nevada, where I explored and 
did research on a number of mining camps, includ
ing Belmont, Morey, Orizaba and many others. 

One memorable trip was to southwestern Colo
rado in early September. I achieved my goal of 
reaching the Virginius mine, high in the San Juan 
Mountains above Ouray. At 12,200 feet, I think it 
is the location of the highest elevation for a U.S. 
post office. 

It had snowed in the San Juans two days be
fore my arrival on the scene. The warm days melted 
the snow except at the highest elevations, and made 
for great photography. After bouncing along for 
several miles on some challenging mountain 
"roads," the last two miles to the Virginius mine 
were accomplished on foot. There's not much left 
at the Virginius except the dumps, but the nearby 
Mountain Top mine had some wonderful buildings 
as an added bonus for the trip. 

The Mountain Top mine was 
located near the Virginius 
mine in Governors Basin, 
high in the San Juan Moun
tains of southwestern Colo
rado. This photo shows the 
multi-StOJy boarding and 
lodging house, with Mt. 
Sneffels in the background. 
Photo by Alan H Patera, 
September 2004. 
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Secretary's Report 

Westpex wi ll be held April15-17-05, at the San 
Francisco AirportMarriottHotel, Burlingame. Our 
WCS meeting will be held Sunday morning April 
17th- More details later. 

I received an e-mail from our senior member-
90 year-old Jack Hughes. He and Dolly are now 
residing in Boston, MA. and will at Westpex next 
April with the Samoa Specialists. 

New Members 
#1289 Steven C. Walske, 

164 Chestnut Hill Rd., 
Chestnut Hill, MA. 02467 
Coli ects - Mail routes through 

San Francisco, 1849-1869 

Corbin L. Miller, 
PO Box 110609, 
Campbel l CA. 95011-0609. 
Collects- Idaho 

Timothy M. Sheehan, 
4118 Sunningdale, N.E., 
Albuquerque, NM. 87110. 
Collects N.M. Terr. postal History. 

William Lesh, 
200 C Street, 
Roseville, CA. 95678-3120 
Collects: PPIE,CPIE, Placer County, 
CA., Calif Summer P.O.s, Railroad. 

Change of Address 
(only the new address is shown) 

Constant R Johnson, 
2245 N. Seminary St., 
Galesburg, IL. 61401. 

James S. Gerson, 
7114 Francisco Bend Drive, 
Delray Beach, FL. 33446. 

John Drew 
Secretary 
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periodic newsletter 
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Contact: J.L. Meyer 

or 

20112 Westpoint Dr. 
Riverside CA 92507-6608 

Peter Rathwell 
4523 Mountain View Dr. 
Phoenix AZ 85028 



Western Express December 2004 

The California Gold Rush 
A Sesquicentennial Tribute 

by Alan H. Patera 

The biggest story of the first three months of 1855 in California is one ~hat is also of gr~at i~te~est 
to today s cover collectors- the failure of Adams & Co. This threw the banking world ofCalif01:nza mto 
a frenzy; but as you will see in the following newspaper extracts. there emerged one clear wmner, as 
Wells, Fargo & Co. earned the trust and respect of the populace. I don t have ~ny items from the San 
Francisco newspapers; but instead you will read of the events from the standpomt of three El Dor~do 
County newspapers, the Coloma Empire County Argus, the Georgetown News, and the Placervzlle 
Mountain Democrat. 

Postal Arrangements 
We of Georgetown have certainly great cause 

for complaint, not only against our General Agent, 
Mr. Fry, but also against the Department at Wash
ington; for while many little towns in the moun
tains are favored wi th a daily mail, Georgetown, 
having as large a mail as any other in the moun
tains, is reduced to the necessity of submitting to a 
semi-weekly mail. Other towns and cities more 
highly favored than we, can appreciate our vexa
tion when we inform them, that though the Atlan
tic mails arrived at San Francisco on last Saturday, 
Dec. 30th, it has not yet made its appearance in 
Georgetown. A portion of it is expected this 
evening, and for the remaining portion, we shall be 
compelled to wait until the following week!! Our 
Agent should remember that this is no fair repre
sentation, and if justice is meted out to us in pro
portion to the attention to other sections of the 
country, we shall not long have cause for so griev
ous a complaint. We sincerely hope that our Postal 
Agent, now in Sacramento, will so represent our 
wants before the proper authorities in Washington, 
that in a short time we may be able to receive or 
letter and mail matter within a reasonable time af
ter its arrival at the Bay. We have long since had a 
daily stage-- Why not have a daily mail? 

Georgetown News, January 4, 1855 

Post Offices and Post Masters 
Some two months since our Post Master 

"stepped out" and went to parts unknown, so far 

as we are ad vi sed. Since which, the Office has been 
under the charge of Mr. R.F. Davis, who, as we are 
informed, is an applicant for appointment to the 
place made vacant by the absenteeism of the old 
incumbent. Furthermore, we are informed that one 
Shade Duncan, who was formerly somewhat dis
tinguished in this County in connexion with the 
Census and for not making his returns exactly in 
season, is fishing for this same Coloma Post Of
fice. We are also told that this same Duncan does 
not reside in the County, but is living about the 
Custom House or Post Office or some where else 
in San Francisco, and is backed in his application 
by parties in that city. Mr. Davis as we are informed, 
is supported by parties residing here and daily do
ing business at the Office. We shall look with some 
interest to see how this family matter is settled. It 
will be interesting to know whether the citizens of 
Coloma can have their wishes complied with, or 
whether wire workers in San Francisco exercise 
jurisdiction over the federal pap in ElDorado. 

Coloma Empire CormtyArgus, January 6, 1855 

Mail Dis-Arrangements 
We desire to call the attention of CoL Fry, Spe

cial Mail Agent for California, to the fact that the 
mail from Sacramento to this city is frequently re
turned to Sacramento without having reached our 
postoffice. This is gross carelessness on the part 
of some one, and a serious inconvenience to our 
citizens. 

Placervi lle Mountain Democrat, January 13, 1855 
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Detention of Express Letters 
"Imperative orders have been received by Post 

Master Weller, to seize and detain all mail matter 
brought by the Expresses. In accordance with these 
orders from the Post Master General, the letters 
brought by Adams & Co. and Wells, Fargo & Co., 
per Golden Age yesterday, were taken into the 
charge of the Post Master, and thereby the mer
cantile community was put to considerable incon
venience in obtaining their correspondence. Mr. 
Weller, perhaps, could do no less than obey the in
structions of the Post Master General, but the or
derwas in itself oppressive and not to be endured." 

{from the San Francisco Alta California/ 
This is another specimen of littleness. Some 

time since, as we have been informed, the express 
companies were required to prepay postage on all 
letters conveyed by them. This they have done, 
rigidly complying with the requirements of the Post 
Office Department. All letters conveyed in the 
Express bags have been prepaid by the use of Gov
ernment Postage Stamps. . . . They pay postage, 
therefore why is it that their arrangements are in
terfered with? 

Coloma Emp1re County Argus, February 3, 1855 

Messrs. Adams & Co. have erected anew fire proof 
office at Mokelumne Hill, of which the Amador 
Sentinel says: "It would reflect credit on any city 
in the State; and the citizens of that town may well 
be proud of it." 

Coloma Empire County Argus, February 10, 1855 

Messrs. Adams & Co. and Wells, Fargo & Co. have 
issued a notice requiring all letters transmitted 
through their Expresses to be enclosed in stamped 
envelopes. Unless this is done they are liable to 
seizure by the Post Office Department. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, February 17, 1855 

Road Across the Mountains 
The party of gentlemen sent out by our citizens 

for the purpose of surveying a route across the 
mountains for a stage road, returned on Monday 
evening last, having accomplished their object. The 
route surveyed leaves Johnson 's cutoff some 20 
miles above this city. The entire distance from this 
city to Carey's Mill is 59 112 miles. Mr. Henderson 
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is engaged in completing a map of the route and 
making an estimate of the cost of the road. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, Febuary 17, 1855 

Suspension! 
The well-known banking firm of Adams & Co. 

suspended payment on Friday morning last. In 
consequence of the suspension of the above firm, 
the other banking and Express houses, of Sacra
mento and San Francisco, suspended. Terrible ri
ots were prevailing in San Francisco yesterday. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, Febuary 24, 1855 

Page, Bacon & Co. 
The most exciting intelligence, by the late 

steamer, waw the reported failure of Page & Ba
con, of St. Louis. The impression prevailed at first, 
that Page, Bacon & Co., of California, would be 
ruinously involved. A run upon their bank, for a 
few hours, occurred in San Francisco. Every de
positor presenting their paper was promptly paid; 
and the excitement soon died away ... Messrs. Page, 
Bacon & Co. have the entire confidence of busi
ness men in this State ... 

Since the above was put in type we hear that 
P.B. & Co. have suspended payment and gone into 
liquidation. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, February 24, 1855 

Failure of Adams & Co. 
The town yesterday was thrown into quite an 

excitement by a telegraphic announcement of the 
failure of Adams & Co. Everybody who had a dol
lar on deposit ran at a 2:40 pace, and every man 
destitute of a single red run at still greater speed to 
learn the news. So far as we are advised, at the 
present writing, the banking house of Page, Bacon 
& Co, of San Francisco, were on the 22d com
pelled to suspend and go into liquidation for the 
protection of their depositors. In consequence of 
this suspension and the general distrust existing, a 
run commenced upon Adams & Co. Yesterday they 
closed their doors and Judge Lake appointed a re
ceiver for the benefit of depositors. It is under
stood the assets of the various mountain offices will 
go into the hands of the receiver and be appropri
ated strictly for the liquidation of the claims of de
positors. Meantime the offices in this vicinity were 
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attached at an early hour yesterday. It is hoped 
that the suspension of Adams & Co. will be tempo
rary in character. We are informed that the Ex
press business will continue as heretofore. 

It was said yesterday, that a run had commenced 
on Wells, Fargo & Co., in San Francisco, but that 
they would be able to withstand the shock. The 
suspension of Page, Bacon & Co., and Adams & 
Co., will be unavoidably very disastrous in its con
sequences, and for a time almost paralyze business 
in the State. The end is not yet. .. 

Coloma Empi~ County Argus, February 24, 1855 

Effect of the Recent Failures 
It is difficult to determine what will prove the 

result among Bankers and Express Companies in 
California. One result is already noticable, which 
is, a general distrust among business men and de
positors, for all Banking and Express Agencies. 

Georgetown News, March 1, 1855 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 
This enterprising Express and Banking Com

pany, have bravely withstood all the " runs" on the 
company throughout the State. Only a temporary 
suspension was necessary in the lower cities ... . 
Messrs. Con ness & Reed, agents of Wells, Fargo 
& Co. in this place, were prompt in meeting all 
demands recently brought against them, and at the 
present time, they are conducting their business as 
previous to the recent crisis. Wells, Fargo & Co. 
certainly deserve the confidence of the public. 

Georgetown News, March l , 1855 

Adams & Co. to their Creditors 
Comments which have been made on the clos

ing of our house, seem to require that before pre
senting to our creditors the proposition which is 
below. I should acquaint the public, as our friends 
are already acquainted, with the facts which dem
onstrate that the real causes of our suspension are 
not of our making. 

The stoppage of a well known and popular 
house is misfortune and humiliation enough, with
out having to bear responsibility for the faults of 
others. Had our purposes and efforts been sec
onded as they should have been, in quarters where 
we had a right to expect it, the calamity which has 
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just overtaken the community would never have 
happened. 

Such are the relations of the banking houses to 
each other, and such the nature of public confidence 
in banks, that without some sort of mutual good 
faith and co-operation, and at least a general idea 
of each others' resources and position, no system 
ofbanks conducted upon any large and liberal prin
ciples, can withstand a general crisis, but must fall 
together, in common confusion and disaster, such 
as we have just witnessed. 

The first banking house in the country cannot 
always foresee a run. Its own position and ability 
to go through a crisis it can ascertain, and ought 
not to withhold from those who have an interest 
and a right to know. For months a leading banking 
house in this city has been quietly strengthening 
itself and sustaining the parent house elsewhere, at 
the expense of every other banking house here, and 
especially of ours. The house of Adams & Co. hold 
to-day thousands of dollars in bills receivable from 
our merchants for indispensable accommodation 
wherewith to meet their loans suddenly called in, 
and for which hard cash has left our vaults. 

Could we have known upon the arrival of the 
Nicaragua steamer, Feb. 4th, of the protest of the 
paper of Page & Bacon, of St. Louis, in Wall street, 
Jan. 12th, the day of the departure of the Nicara
gua steamer on the other side, or that there was 
reason to apprehend such a mishap, the other bank
ing houses, Adams & Co. among them, could have 
prepared themselves for the worst. Even after the 
run on Page, Bacon & Co., of this city, Saturday, 
Feb. 17th, had it been possible by any amount of 
diligence, to ascertain the true position of that 
house, Adams & Co. could even then have pre
pared for the worst. Unfortunately, it was not pos
sible. 

Either from ignorance of its own condition, or 
for some other reason best understood by itself, 
that house not only filled the public and its friends 
with unfounded ideas of its strength and resources, 
but imposed upon the anxious scrutiny even of the 
other banking houses. To repeated inquiries, to 
entreaties the most urgent, our house received al
ways the assurance of the perfect ability of Page, 
Bacon & Co. to meet any run. Therefore it was 
that we did not concentrate our resources here from 
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all parts of the State, as we would have done had 
the truth been revealed, or even hinted to us. On 
the contrary, we sent away our best resources, hav
ing forwarded into the interior, on Monday and 
Wednesday of last week, more than $150,000 in 
coin, for the purchase of gold dust alone for the 
weekly shipment while we allowed another large 
amount of coin to be invested in bullion on the way 
for the same shipment. More than this; we freely 
expended the coin which was our life-blood in re
deeming their certificates throughout the State, and 
in every other way. 

Such was our condition when on Wednesday 
night, at a late hour, our house was astounded by 
the news that Page, Bacon & Co. were unable to 
go on, and would not again open their doors. 

It was an event which not only falsified there
peated and solemn assurances given by that house, 
but which found us destitute of the preparations 
which, but for those assurances, we should most 
certainly have made. It was an event, too, which 
was aggravated in the highest degree by the tone 
and temper of the extraordinary circular which an
nounced it to the public. 

Feb. 22 was a day of general celebration, and I 
hoped, with the large amount of gold dust in our 
vaults, we could meet the crisis then evidently im
pending. But between 1 and 4 p.m. of that day, I 
found a run had quietly set in, which took from us 
in about two hours, over $250,000 in coin, and we 
saw that unless our supply of coin could be replen
ished, we must, to protect the rights of all our credi
tors, in the city and throughout the mines, close 
our doors. Immediately, and all that night, we made 
every effort which men could, everywhere in town 
to procure coin. Gold dust we had; I had my own 
private property and the property of our friends, 
which, with unparalleled generosity, they had placed 
at our disposal. We offered a million and a quarter 
dollars in the best securities in the world to raise 
one-fifth of the sum in coin. Every effort and ev
ery sacrifice were in vain; it could not be done. 
The rest is known. 

These are facts which it is painful for me to 
present to the public. Hitherto I have withheld them 
out of regard to the feelings of others, for whom I 
have always entertained high consideration. But 
the evident disposition in a few quarters to misrep-
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resent or misunderstand the merits of the case, has 
forced me to a disclosure which I could no longer 
have withheld without prejudice to our firm. These 
being the facts of our suspension, I desire to make 
to the creditors of the house throughout the State 
the following propositions: 

That within thirty days from this date the Re
ceiver shall pay them 25 per cent. in cash upon all 
their claims. 

That the creditors shall receive the balance of 
their claims from the Receiver as fast as he can de
clare the dividends, and for this purpose he shall be 
allowed to administer the assets, notes, real estate, 
&c., of the house and realize them as promptly as 
possible, without hindrance, and to the best advan
tage to the creditors. And for the greater security 
of the creditors, that his present bonds, which are 
for one rni Ilion dollars, shall be increased if deemed 
necessary. 

That Adams & Co. shall be allowed to resume 
their business as heretofore, with such aid as they 
can obtain from their friends and customers; and in 
this connection I am deeply gratified to state, that 
the whole body of our clerks, with a devotion to 
the house which they have done so much to build 
up, for which no words can thank them, have vol
unteered, each and all, their services for an entire 
year, without hire or reward beyond a bare subsis
tence. 

As it is desirable that we should obtain as 
promptly as possible the sense of our creditors upon 
this proposition, which I am confident is for their 
best interests, and will secure the early payment of 
their claims in full , we earnestly request them to 
notify us, at our Banking House in San Frncisco, 
of their assent thereto. I need not say how accept
able that assent will be, nor that we shall endeavor 
to requite it with the same energy and fideli ty of 
which we hope the Public has had some proof in its 
former dealings with our house. 

I.C. Woods 
Placerville Mountain Democrat,lvlarch 3, 1855 

Adams & Co. 
The suspension of this banking house, on Fri

day week, created great uneasiness in this commu
nity. The house has always been considered one of 
the strongest in the State; and at the counters money 
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has, heretofore, been forthcoming when wanted. 
Adams & Co. have in this county five agencies, all 
of which closed their doors on the·23d; and when 
it is remembered that at least $225,000 was on de
posit with them and principally belonging to min
ers, it is not strange that excitement reached a high 
pitch -the more especially, also, as Page, Bacon & 
Co. had just gone by the board, jeopardizing many 
dollars belonging to depositors in this county, and 
Wells, Fargo & Co., trembling like an aspen ... 

Coloma Empire CormtyArgus, March 3, 1855 

Wells, Fargo & Co. 
This house has withstood the storm, hand

somely. In this county, all the agencies were obliged 
to close except that at Georgetown. Messrs. 
Conness & Read kept their doors open all the time, 
paid all claims presented, and forwarded a large 
sum, on Sunday last, to the assistance of the parent 
house. On Monday last, all the agencies resumed 
business; and in this county, at least, the house has 
the confidence ofthe community. Wells, Fargo & 
Co. have a cash capital of $500,000 actually in
vested, and safe and careful managers and agents. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, March 3, 1855 

Mail to Georgetown 
The Miner :S Advocate learns through the Wash

ington Union ofJanuary 19th, that daily mails have 
been established from Sacramento to different por
tions of the county. as recommended by last year's 
Legislature, with the exception of the one recom
mended by that body, from Sacramento to George
town... How is it, Mr. Fry? 

Georgetown News, March 8, 1855 

The vaults of Adams & Co., at Sonora, were bro
ken open by depositors, and forty-seven thousand 
dollars were paid out by the Committee appointed 
by the people, to holders of certificates on Adams 
& Co. at Sonora. 

Placerville J\1ountainDemocrat, lvfarch 10, 1855 

Pacific Express Company 
By reference to our advertising columns it will 

be seen that the late attaches of Adams & Co. "have 
orgaJ!ized themselves into a joint stock company," 
of which our old friend Noyes, formerly of this 
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place, is President.. . The business will be strictly 
and solely a forwarding one, having no connection 
with banks and bankers. 

Thanks to the Pacific Express Company for a 
full supply of Atlantic papers, the delivery of pack
ages, &c. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, March 10, 1855 

Pacific Express Co. 
The attachees of the late firm of Adams & Co. 

have organized an Association of which R.G. Noyes 
is President, under the name of the Pacific Express 
Company, for the transaction of Express business 
exclusively. W.H. Reed is the Agent in this town, 
T.F. Tracy at Placerville, R. Murphy at Georgetown, 
and C.P. Jackson at Mud Springs. Their facilities 
are excellent and the Agents experienced and vet
eran Expressmen. This Company is entitled to our 
thanks for the prompt delivery of packages and 
correspondence during the past week. 

Coloma. EmpireCountyArgus, March 10, 1855 

Our correspondent "Crowbar," stated last week that 
in the late run upon the banks, every banking house 
in El Dorado closed, except Messrs. Conness & 
Read, the agents of Wells, Fargo & Co. at George
town. We take pleasure in informing our corre
spondent that he was mistaken. Since our last is
sue, we have learned that the office ofWells, Fargo 
& Co. in the thriving village of Mud Springs, did 
not close- but remained open all the time; and such 
was the confidence felt in W.,F. & Co. and their 
agent at that place, that only two small deposits 
have been withdrawn. 

Coloma Empire County Argus, l'vlarch 3, 1855 

Letters of Adams & Co. in the Post Office 
[from the San Francisco Chronicle] 

The letters left in the various offices of Adams 
& Co., in the State, have been turned over to the 
Post Office, and amount to 15,000 or 18,000 in all. 
Among those placed in the Post Office in this city, 
are many addressed to prominent citizens, which 
have lain in the Express office for many months. 
Very few of them are enclosed in Government en
velopes, as required by law, but many have Post 
Office stamps. 

Coloma. EmpireCountyArgus, March 10, 1855 
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Rush on Conness & Reed 
On Sunday last, quite a number of persons paid 

Conness & Reed, Agents of Wells, Fargo & Co., a 
visit, and demanded them to give up the gold which 
the company said was deposited there by Adams & 
Co. It seems the crowd had gotten the erroneous 
impression that a large amount of gold was depos
ited at this office by Adams & Co., and conse
quently, not waiting for explanation, were deter
mined that Conness & Reed should "shell out>' The 
crowd were quite furious at first, but became rec
onciled however, when they were peremptorily told 
by Messrs. Conness & Reed, that "they were on 
the wrong track." 

Georgetown News, March 15, 1855 

Stage Line Curtailed 
Mr. Ellis has discontinued his line to Diamond 

Springs, but still makes regular and daily trips from 
this place to Coloma and back. 

Georgetown News, .March 15, 1855 

The messenger of Rumrill & Co. informs the Edi
tor of the California Express that a monster nugget 
was taken out of Smith's Flat, on Friday last. It 
weighed between seven and eight hundred pounds, 
and is supposed to contain about two hundred 
pounds of pure gold. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, March 17, 1855 

Pacific Express Co. 
We have only room to say that Mr. R. Murphy, 

formerly Agent of Adams & Co.'s Express in this 
place, has connected himself with the Pacific Ex
press Co. 

Georgetown News, March 22, I 855 

The Post Office will be removed, the first of next 
month, to Stowe's building, comer of Main and 
Placer sts. 

Georgetown News, March 29, 1855 

California Stage Company Notice 
Stages for Sacramento City, leave the "Nevada 

House," Georgetown, every morning, at three 
o'clock, A.M., and the "Buckeye Exchange," 
Greenwood Valley, at four o' clock A.M., arriving 
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in Sacramento in time to connect with the steam
boats for San Francisco." 

Georgetown News, March 22, 1855 

New Stage Line 
Messrs. Hunter & Condee, two of our most lib

eral and enterprising citizens, are making prepara
tions to start a daily line of stages between this place 
and Drytown, on the first of next month. 

PlacervilleMozmtain Democrat, March 24, 1855 

The California Stage Co.'s stages bring, on an 
average, thirty passengers daily from Sacramento 
to this city. "Burly," the gentlemanly agent of the 
Company, tells us that the travel between this place 
and Sacramento is rapidly increasing, which is 
doubtless owing to the superior accommodations 
and low fare on the road. 

PlacerviiJd;fountain Democrat, March 24, 1855 

Removal and Appointment 
A.M. Thatcher has been appointed Post Mas

ter for this city, in place of William D. Williams, 
Esq., removed. Mr. Thatcher will take charge of 
the office on the first of April. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, March 24, 1855 

Our Late Postmaster 
Mr. Williams is no longer Postmaster. He 

(fought) in a bad cause and was worsted, and he 
must take the conequences. Unlike many of his 
coadjutors, we believe that he acted conscientiously. 
The party that rewarded him he opposed, and he 
has nobody to blame for his removal but himself. 
Want of judgment and rather loose political prin
ciples have ruined many abler men than our late 
eccentric postmaster. Our feelings with regard to 
Mr. Williams are rather singular. We like the man
we detest his course. We willingly signed a petition 
for his removal, would do so eagerly again, were it 
necessary, and yet regret the necessity that con
strained us to do so. To us he has ever been cour
teous, affable, accommodating - attentive to his 
business and strictly honorable in his conduct. He 
leaves he position he occupied, we believe, with
out a regret. It was laborious and annoying, and 
the salary no tempting sum. He made a god officer 
and we part from him with regret. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, March 31, 1855 



Western Express 

Removal of the Post Office 
Our recently appointed postmaster, Mr. A.M. 

Thatcher, intend removing the post office on Tues
day next, from its present location to the fine brick 
building on the corner of Main and Sacramento 
streets. The office is now in a frame building, which 
he deems unsafe. Where it is at present, the ladies 
are subjected to no little inconvenience in calling 
for their etters. At the new postoffice a private 
delivery will be fitted up expressly for them. For 
these reasons, each an excellent one, he deems it 
prudent to remove the office. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, March 31, 185 5 

On Wednesday last, the creditors of Adams & Co. 
in this neighborhood held a meeting, for the pur
pose of selecting some person, in whose integrity 
and honesty they have confidence, to act as as
signee. We understand the meeting ·was unani
mously in favor of our old and valued friend, Ma
jorRoman. 

Placerville Mountain Democrat, March 31, 1855 

Pacific Express Company 
Offices at Placerville and Diamond and Mud 

Springs. A Joint Stock Company has been orga
nized under the above name and title, for the pur
pose of conducting a general Express and Forward
ing business, in all its branches, throughout Cali
fornia, Oregon and the Pacific coast generally ... 

The Pacific Express Company have removed 
their office from the building lately occupied by 
Adams & Co., to the Empire Block, where Mr. 
Tracy may always be found ready to accommodate 
the public. 

Placervill eMountain Democrat, March 31, 1855 

Daily Mail and Mr. Fry 
Mr. Fry, the U.S. Mail Agent in California, paid 

Georgetown a flying visit, on last Saturday, with 
the object, we understood, of ascertaining the re
quirements of this place concerning a Daily Mail. 
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As a result of his profound investigations, we are 
told that a daily mail cannot be supported without 
incurring a heavy expense on the general depart
ment. We are not personally acquainted with Mr. 
Fry, and consequently cannot say whether this 
beautiful specimen of his judgement is character
istic of the man or not. But this we do say, if his 
judgement is never exercised with more reason and 
propriety than on this occasion, he is not capable 
of filling the important office he holds. His speedy 
removal from office by the department, would be 
most expedient and proper. A tri-weekly mail, we 
are told, he will recommend! Now what man of 
practical knowledge would not say that this would 
be a dead loss upon Government, whereas if a daily 
mail is placed upon the route hundreds of letters 
and packages now entrusted to the express offices, 
would at once find a place in the mail; while on the 
other hand a tri-weekly mail would furnish no in
ducement to those who wish their business attended 
to with haste and dispatch. There would be but 
few larger and more profitable mails in the moun
tains, than the one at Georgetown, were we only 
treated to the privilege of a daily mail. There is a 
time when forbearance ceases to be a "virtue" and 
that time is near at hand with reference to a daily 
mail to this place. The Legislature previous to the 
one now in session, recommended it with others. 
Others have been favored, while Georgetown, in 
all probability, through the instrumentality of pri
vate interests, has been treated with the utmost 
neglect and inattention. 

Georgetown News, April 12, 1855 

Stage Fare Reduced 
Mr. Merchant, Stage Agent in Georgetown, in

forms us that after the 18th instant, the California 
Stage Company have given orders for the reduc
tion of fare, from this place, to Sacramento, from 
$8, to that of $6, for each person traveling on the 
route. 

Georgetown News, April l9, 1855 
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Tia Juana, California 
from John Birkenbine IT 

' . 

. ~· . 

Evel)'one's heard of Tijuana, Mexico, the major border town just south of San Diego. But few have 
heard of its California near-namesake, even though it had a post office for nearly 17 years. Tia Juana, a 
corruption of an Indian word meaning "by the sea," was applied to the U.S. post office when established 
on May 10, 1876 by Niles G.O. Dranga. This office was closed at the end of 1881, but the office was 
revived on August 10, 1887, and it survived until Februal)' 29, 1904. While Williams reports a circular 
date stamp, the cover illustrated is a previously unknown manuscript cancel from Tia Juana. 

Book Review by Alan H. Patera 

WEALTH FROM GOLD RUSH WATERS 
by Jean Starns 

Published 2004 by Jean E. Starns, P.O. Box 25, Georgetown, CA 95634. 384 pp., paperback. 
ISBN 0-9761413-0-2. $45.00 

Many miles of ditches were dug in Gold Rush 
California to enable miners to extract gold from 
areas that did not ordinarily have water except dur
ing the rainy season. El Dorado County ranked 
first in ditch construction, and this remarkable and 
attractive book details their histol)' in a compre
hensive manner. Its 28 chapters cover topics such 
as "Mining Techniques and Water'' and "Gold Rush 
Banking and the Evolution of Corporate Law" be
fore going into the ditch companies serving the 
various drainage areas of the county. It is well-
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indexed (39 pages) and contains a comprehensive 
bibliography (12 pages). There are numerous maps 
and photographs to illustrate the book. 

The author admits she is not a trained histo
rian, economist or engineer, but has an education 
in Social Anthropology. She is uniquely qualified 
to do this study, however, having worked many 
years with the El Dorado Irrigation District-- the 
agency that maintains and regulates those ditches 
still in use. This is a useful book for anyone inter
ested in California during the Gold Rush. 
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WORLD WAR I- A.E.F. Military Mail to Oregon 
from Dale Wilson 

December 2004 

This card was designed for the use of soldiers in World War I, to allow them to infonn their families 
that they had safely arrived overseas but without divulging any information that would be useful to the 
enemy should the card be intercepted. The illustrated card was postmarked (but undated) with a wavy 
"Military Post Office Soldiers Mail" and delivered to Mrs. A.J. Wilson in Lebanon, Oregon. Consider
ing the number of troops sent overseas, these must have been produced in great numbers, but they are 
seldom seen today. 

SOLDIERS' MAIL. 
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The End of Wells Fargo's Letter Service 
from Robert J. Chandler 

December 2004 

(extracted from the Cincinnati Express Gazette of May 15, 1895) 

EXPRESS MAILS 
Wells, Fargo & Co. Will Discontinue its Letter Service 

The announcement that Wells, Fargo & Co. will discontinue (in the United States) the 
business ofletter carrying which the company has conducted in connection with its regular 
express business for many years, revives old-time recollections and at the same time severs 
another link with the past and puts a period to conditions which, though prevalent only a 
generation ago in this country, seem already, in the light of rapid development, to be histori 
cal remjniscences. It recalls the days of the pony express, when the company got $2.50 for 
carrying a letter from the East to the Pacific Slope in nine days, half the time consumed by 
stage routes or the steamers, and 25 cents for carrying a letter half a dozen miles along the 
Comstock silver lode, between Silver City, Gold Hill and Virginia City. Wells, Fargo & Co. 
anticipated the Post Office Department in the free collection and delivery of letters, and 
between trans-Mississippi settlements when mails were sent out, perhaps, once a day, the 
express company despatched letters by every train, and gave to the business communities the 
advantages of prompt correspondence. 

It was in 1852 that Congress passed a law granting to express companies the right to 
carry letters in Government stamped envelopes. The Government derived its revenue the 
same as in the ordinary postal business, from the stamps. The express company bought from 
the Government such quantities of the stamped envelopes from time to time as were re
quired, and got its profit by selling them at an advanced price. For instance, the company 
would buy the stamped envelopes at two cents, place upon them, next to the Government 
stamp, the company's stamp and sell them at five cents. The company then would carry 
letters inclosed in them, collecting them from drop boxes placed at different points in the 
business districts of other towns. The system was not extended to the residence neighbor
hoods. The business never grew to large proportions east of Kansas City, the postal facilities 
of the East being sufficient for the commuruties needs, but it was of great importance in the 
development of the business of the Pacific Coast, particularly during the first fifteen years. 

John J. Valentine, President of Wells, Fargo & Co., says in explanation of the company' s 
action: "The improvement of the general postal system from year to year has rendered our 
letter carrying buiness of constantly decreasing importance, and we have decided to discon
tinue it in this country. We shall continue it in Mexico, where it is still of value to the 
communities. It has been of small pecuniary interest to us of late years, but one of the 
important reasons for stopping it is to preclude the possibility of the lottery compnies making 
use of those facilities for the distribution of their literature. Although we never have made 
any business of carrying letters in the East, we have brought letters to Eastern cities, and we 
have reason to believe that some of the lottery people were conducting their operations by 
this means, so I told our manager to stop the letter carrying. We thought that this would be 
more in conformity with the spirit of the anti lottery act of Congress, to which we desire to 
give support." 
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The Postal History of Contra Costa County 1851 - 1876 
by Edward Weinberg 

Preface 
by Tim Burgess 

It was a pleasure to see Edward Weinberg's exhibit at WESTPEX in April of 2002. The 
members of the Western Cover Society were treated to a "walk through" by Edward after the 
traditional breakfast on the final morning of the show. 

Edward enthusiastically shared fascinating details about many unique pieces of postal his
tory and also affectionately recalled fond memories of the fellow collectors and dealers from 
which he obtained many of his exceptional covers. 

The exhibit was the accumulation of many decades of dedicated study and is only rivaled 
by his long time contributions to the ASDA and support to many collectors and organizations 
over his many years of involvement in the philatelic community as dealer, scholar and exhibi
tor. 

Edward also provided this exhibit to the ASDA show in 2002 in the exhibition held by the 
Western Cover Society and was kind enough to present talks on the material for the Collectors 
Club of San Francisco and my local club, the Diablo Valley Stamp Club. Both talks were also 
presented in 2002. 

It is fortunate that a permanent record of this remarkable study will be available for future 
Postal Historians at the Western Philatelic Library. 

Editor's Note: 

Tim Burgess 
Concord California 
19 September 2002 

The following 18 pages display the Martinez covers ofEd Weinberg's postal history exhibit of 
Contra Costa County, with each page in Western Express equal to one page from the exhibit. In 
future issues we will continue this display until we have done the exhibit in its entirety. 

Martinez was and is the county seat of Contra Costa County and the most important place in 
the county in the 1850s. 

Following the Martinez pages in this issue, we have a corollary compilation to present, as our 
President, Robert J. Chandler, has provided a listing of Wells, Fargo & Co. agents at the offices in 
Contra Costa County, along with their years of tenure. 
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Pos.t Office established July 28, 1'851 

Named in 1849 for Don Ignacio Martinez. ex - commander of the Pres.idio 
o( San .Francisco. The town was lajd out in 1849 by Cot Wiltiam M. Smith on 
Rancho El Pinole, which was granted to Martinez in 1823 ln recognition for his 
service. The first Postmaster was Oliver C. Coffin; 

Martinez Dec 2 (1851 }, Paid 6, manuscript postmark on envelope to 
8everty; Mass. 
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MARTINEZ 

Datelined Martinez July 27. 1852. Carried privately to San Fri'~c~sco~ 
pia~ in the mail as a loca1 drop letter, hence 1¢ rate. 

Martinez Cal, First hand stamped postmark from 1854 -1855 period, with 
.cript date. 5¢ unpaid to Sonora, Forwarded unpaid 5¢ to Sacramento with 
l Jan 1 (1855 or 1856) postmark. The legislature met in Sacramento in 
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Martinez Cal. Nov 30, matching red 10 on cover t,o Osterville, ~~.-~.:e~}~, 
red STEAMER WINFIELD SCOTI. This was the onty Pacific Mail Steamship 
wrth a handstamp. The .ship delivered mail _from San Francisco to 'jca~jl~9:~~-. 
Thi·s was mailed in 1853 and was on the second trip of the Winfield~SOOtt~'~ ttle 
ship sank December 7. 1853 after only two mail trips. 
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MARTINEZ 

Martinez Cal WiHl manuscript Nov. 29. and matching Paid 12. This 
represents a double 6¢ rate. It is an 1854 use as the rate tn 1855 would have 
been 20¢ rate 
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MARTfNEZ 

Martinez in orange, manuscript Aug 31 (1855), unpaid 10¢ rate 1o 
Norwich. Conn. 

Martinez in brownish orange, manuscript Jan 31 (1855) unpaid .10¢ to 
Providence R.I. 
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MARTINEZ 

Martinez CaL in red. mamJ:Script June 15 (1855) unpaid 4x:10e rate to 
JHinOIS. 
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MARTiNEZ 

Martinez Cal. May 29 (1856+) 2M hand stamp cancel used, includes date 
in hand stamp. Matching Paid 3., to San Francisco. 

L 
Martinez Cal. Jan. 22 (18-57+}, matching Paid 10 to North Rochester, 

'Mass. Note the notation" by the. Overland Male (sic) Southern Route. 
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MARTINEZ 

Martinez Gal, Oct 2.3, 200 hand stamp cancel used, jncludes. date in,:6a.hd 
stamp Free to postmaster in Antioch, CaL 

Martinez Cal. J.un. 1s''(1856- tS51), 1-0¢·enthe to Mass. 
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MARTINEZ 

Red Martinez Cal, Apr 8 (1858} 2nt~ hand stamp cancel. used, includes date 
in hand stamp. Manuscript cancels 1¢ Type II and· 3¢ pair and single Type· L 
This pays the 10¢ rate to Bryant, N.Y. 

Red Martinez Ca.!. .Apr. 17 .(1857). 3¢ entire to Yuba Cityl Cal.. 
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Martinez Cat Jun 29 (:1859 or ·1860) 10¢· Type V to New ~f§t~~-'M~~s. 
This sjgnifies a return to the blac~- tancel. 

Martinez· CaJ. ·Nov. 4, 10¢ entire.cancel1ed by pen, to -North _,a·•~field::_ 
·ohio .. 
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,M~RTI:N.EZ 

l .. 

Martinez Cal, Mar 2, PAIO·cancel. cancels 3¢ 1861. ·:Since this is a 3¢ 
transcontinental rate, the use must be 1864 or later 

t p -.... .. l ...... ,....55, !12, f 

Martinez Cal. Jun. 22 PAID cancel. cancels 10¢ 1861 on 1862 cover to 
Colebrook, N.H. The rate became 3¢ on July 1, 1663 
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Martinez Dec 7, 1865. A manuscript caoce~ on a 3¢ entire :going tp-
. Vermont. As hand stamp~ were used. on virtua11y all ttle man during',1hi& time 

period, one could only speculate as to WhY a manuscript. postmark was used. My 
guess,, the letter was given to the Postmaster at clos.:ing time after he had locked 
up the hand stamps. 
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MAR"FJNEZ 

Martinez ear. Jan 17 (1865), PAID canceJ cancets 3¢ entire to Downieville. 

Martinez Cal. Jul. 30 (1870), Paid cancer cancels 3¢ 1869 to San 
Francisco 
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MARTINEZ 

-Martinez Ca1, Feb 8 {1871) 3¢ National, tied by PAID to Antioch, CA! 

Martinez Cal. Jan. 2 {1871}. 3¢Reay cancell~ by PAU::> to Antioet\. cA: 
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MARTI-NEZ

.ADAMS & COS' EXPRES.$-

December 2004 

3¢Type I, uncancelled, Adams & Cos' Express Martinez circa 1-854 to San 
Franc~sco 

Adams & Cos' Express was based in San Francisco. It opera1ed from the 
late 1840's until they went bankrupt in February of 1855. Adams was an all 
water transport express. It went as far south as Los Angeles and as tar north as 
Crescent City. It also went as far East as Rattl.esnake Bar on the North Fork of 
the American River. Adams & Cos' operated out of Martinez, Contra Costa 
County from 1853 till 1855. 
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ijed :-~~rr~tst~_mp. · oJ Pa~ific E~ress Co, Martinez·Qn envetope;·to s_an 
~mnct$Qoi_.circa tass -1857. 

Th~ Pacific Express Co. attempted to conduct business throughout 
California .and Oregon as well as to the Atlantic States via steamer. The 
Company began business on March 2t 1.855 and folded in April of 185.7.. The 
exact .. dates of Pacific E~press co~s operation in Contra Costa Coun.ty are 
unknown. 
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.MARli·NEZ 
.PACiFIC UNlQt-J"EXPRESS: 

• • • 0 ' A. • .' o , .', ' ' ' .<·, '"C • ' ·'• 
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: · .. 3¢ En~e. Pacifte Union Express Co. Printed Frank, cancelled by blue 
eouble.clrcJe PacifiC Uriton Express Dec 1 ( 1868) Martinez to San Francisco 

Lloyd Tevis. Charles Crocker, Darius 0. Mills and Henry Bacon formed 
this express on July 1, 1868 to compete.directly against Wells Fargo and Co. In 
December of 1869, Wells Fargo paid $5,.000.000 to get this company to cease 

business and join them. Lloyd Tevis became president of the joined companies 
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MARTINEZ 

WELLS FARGO & CO. 

Wens Fargo; & Co's California Express forwarder Iaber tied by blue Wells 
FaqJo Express MartineZt· on envelope to San Fr.anci~. citca 1850's. The label 
signifi~ value as all "valuable" letters. had these labels attached. 

Wells Fargo & CO. started operations hi july of 1852. From the time it 
started till 1896 when the g:ove:rnmen~ made it quit the mail service. it gradually 
absorbed an the. smatter express compan:i:es. Suffice it to say, it was the. largest 
express company in the west. covered the largest terrftory. and today is one of 
our nations latg:es.t.banks. 
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MA~:fiNEZ 

WEtLS:FA.RGo·:a::.:oo~ 
.. . .; . . '~ . : ' . .. . 

December 2004 

3¢ Entire on white, tied by Wells Fargo Express Martinez. oval cancel to 
San Francisco This cover is circa 1855 - 1859 

, 3¢ Entire on buff, tied by Well$ Fargo Express Martinez oval, ean~l to San 
.frapdsoo. This cover is circa 1855- 1859 
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WELLS, FARGO & CO'S EXPRESS, 
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

1856-1918 
from Robert Chandler 

ALAl\10, 1893 (1888: Population 50) 
1893 John Conway 

ANTIOCH, 1867-1869; 1872-1918 (Population 700) 

December 2004 

1867 Woodruff & McNulty, Fruits; D.S. McNulty, Postmaster; agents John Bamber & Co's 
Alameda and Contra Costa Express. 

1869 
1872 

Stephen Abbot, General merchandise, Postmaster 
Abbott & [Jay] Tuttle, Druggists, Apothecaries; 

1871, Agents Bamber & Co's Express. 
VW. Phillips 1875 

1877 Phillips & Baker, Books and stationery, Postmaster. 
1878-1880 Baker & Oden, Druggists, Telegraph Agent. 
1881-1890 Josiah Rio Baker& Co., Postmaster; Western Union Telegraph; Insurance, reclama-

tion law authority, County treasurer 1912-1922 
1891-1893 DeWitt& Rattan, Druggist 

Dunnigan & Rattan, Druggist 1894-1896 
1897-1906 
1907-1908 

M .W. Dunnigan, Druggist, Stationery 
W.A. Reynolds 

1908-1910 William Adaniram Biglow [1908, Harold 0. Biglow, driver; Helen C. Stokes, clerk. 

AVON, 1914-1918 

BAY POINT, 1902-1907; 1909-1918 
1902 A.J. Floyd 
1903-1904 W.F. Cunningham 
1904 J.P. McSharry 
1905-1906 W.S. Shaw 
1907 S.E. Gilmore 
1909 J.B. Davis 
1910 J.G.Knightly 
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BLACK DIAMOND/PITTSBURG, 1874-1918 (Population 200) 
1874-1880 
1882-1883 
1885-1889 

1890-1896 
1897-1918 

P. Bargoin, Superintendent Black Diamond Coal Railroad. 
A W. Cornwall, Telegrapher 
Sheldon Raney, Postmaster, Telegraph agent, Groceries, 

General Store, Justice of the Peace. 
Joseph F. Raney, General Store. 
William James "Billy" Buchanan, General merchandise, 
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Chairman Board ofTrustees (Mayor); county supervisor, 1905-1950; founded 
Buchanan Airport, 1946; Wife Nora Postmaster and Telephone operator. [William M. 
Casey, Clerk, 1908] 

BRENTWOOD, 1882-1918 (Population 200) 
1882-1885 C.R. Estabrook, Central Pacific RR; Western Union Telegraph, Postmaster 
1886-1887 H.A Graves 
1888-1890 Charles L. Hedemark 
1891-1901 P.W. Compton, Southern Pacific, Western Union 
1902-1907 F.W. Weihe 
1908 S. Grady 
1909 Henry Stoneman Pedrick 
1910 P.G. Sanborn 

BYRON, 1878-1918 (Population 100) 
1878-1893 W.J. Casselman, Central Pacific Railroad, Western Union, 

1894-1900 
1901-1906 
1907 

Postmaster 
W.S. Smith 
H. Hushbeck 
R.R. Henderson 

1908-1910 Frederick William Weihe 

CLAYTON, 1879-1901 (Population 200) 
1879-1901 Charles Rhine, General merchandise, Postmaster, Telegrapher, Notary public, Contra 

Costa Telephone Company. 

CONCORD, 1879-1918 (Population soo) 
1879-1880 SamuelS. Bacon & Co., General merchandise [first store in town], Postmaster, 

Notary public. 
1882-1886 Bernard J. Murphy, Telegraph Agent, Insurance, Postmaster; 

1887 
1888-1891 
1892-1905 
1906 
1907-1910 

(with James Cavanagh, General merchandise) 
Henry Ingram, Druggist 
William A Patterson, Druggist 
John James January, druggist 
George Penn Keller 
John James January [Arthur H. Forman, clerk] 

1916-1918 Newton A. Williams 
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CORNWALL, 1879-1910 (Population 75) 
1879-1883 Charles P. Lyndall, Postmaster 
1885-1886 S.C. Culley 
1886-1887 Cornelia S. Raymond 
1888-1889 Bertha G. Raymond, Postmaster, Southern Pacific Railroad, 

Western Union 
1890-1896 
1897-1901 
1902-1903 
1904 
1905 
1906-1910 

Miss Emma VanHyning, Southern Pacific; Western Union 
G.T. Foster 
W. Jost 
E.R. Allen 
W.B. Johnson 
Edward Hevey 

CROCKETT, 1883-1918 (Population 100) 
1883-I 886 Charles L. Hedemark 
1886-1888 S.H. Barnhisel, General store 
1889-1890 E. J. Summerfield 
1891-1893 
1894-1900 
1901 
1902-1903 
1904-1910 

W.C. Raymond, Southern Pacific; Western Union 
C.C. Jewel 
J.J. Davis 
E .R. Reid 
Thomas Edwards 
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Martinez Contra Costa Gazette, June 4, 1887: "Express offices were opened this week by Wells, 
Fargo & Co. in Mr. John Conway·s store at Danville and in Mr. H[enry] C. Hurst's store at San Ramon.'' 

"A defective flue in the residence dwelling of Mr. Charles Rhine [the Wells Fargo agent] of Clayton 
caused a fire 111Ursday morning [June 2), which was fommately e>.'tinguished before much damage was done." 

DANVILLE, 1887-1918 (Population 75) 
June 1, 1887-1893: John Conway, General merchandise 
1894-1899 Albert B. Hoag, Plumber, Building contractor, Hardware, Tinware. 
1900-1901 W.D. Farren 
1902-1903 C.E. Wooley 
1904-1907 M. Welsh 
1908 Percie Mel bern Holway 
1909-1910 Sidney Crilly 

GIANT, 1912-1918 

GLEN FRAZER, 1906-1918 
1906-1910 Wesley Hiram Lowd 
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KNIGHTSEN, 1901-1918 
1901-1906 H.N. Rook 
1907 Louis Huntling Richards 
1908-1909 M.C. Witmer 

1910 L.E. Lehmer 

MARTINEZ, 1856-1918 (Population 1,500) 
May 1, 1856 Charles Carroll Swain, Insurance 
1860 Daniel W. Swain, Pony Express rider 

December 2004 

1863-1864 James F. Swain, General merchandise (Sylvanus Swain)October 14, 1864-1877 
Charles Carroll Swain, Western Union Telegraph 

1879-1901 George Atwood Sherman, druggist, school books, stationery 
1902-1910 Rober:t Burns Borland, railroad agent, telephone pioneer; 1924 an organizer ofNa

tional Bank ofMartinez. [1908, 0. John Rittman, driver] 

NORTONVILLE, 1874-1884 (Population 90) 
187 4-1880 William J. Tingman 
1880-1884 A.A. Paul, Clerk Black Diamond Coal Co., Postmaster, Telegraph. 

OAKLEY, 1903-1918 
1903-1906 
1907 

1908-1910 

S.S. Peterson 
J.C.McNeil 

Elmer Peatross Thornton 

OLEUM, 1914-1918 

ORWOOD, 1912-1918 

PACHECO, 1860-1887 (Population 250) 
December 1, 1860-1871 

Elijah Hook, General merchandise. 
1875 M. Kalisky, General Merchandise 
1878 J.F. Harding, (& Langenkamp) Liquors, General Merchandise; Agent Isaiah W. 

Gill patrick & Co's Contra Costa and Alameda Express. 
1879-1880 M . Kalisky, General Merchandise. 
1882-1883 John Gambs, General Merchandise, Contra Costa Telephone Co. 
1885-1887 F.E. Leppien, "Dry goods, notions and fancy goods, groceries and liquors, hardware 

and crockery, clothing and furnishing goods, paints, glass, [and] general merchan
dise;" Contra Costa Telephone Company. 
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PINOLE, 1880-1918 (Population 250) 
1880 JamesM. DeWitt 
1883 D .P. Conroy 
1885-1888 B.F. McDaniel , Southern Pacific 
1888 Miss Kate Potwin, Southern Pacific, Western Union Telegraph 
1889-1891 Mrs. G.T. Winslow 
1892-1918 Edward M. Downer, Southern Pacific, Western Union, Postmaster; proprietor of 

Pinole Times, 1894-1901; 1905 founded Bank of Pinole; president of Mechanics Bank, 

Richmond, by 1919. [1908, William R. Bums and CharlotteP. Brandt, clerks] 

PITTSBURG, 1911-1918 (See Black Diamond) 

PORT COSTA, 1881-1918 (Population 125) 
1881-1888 J.H. Wright, Western Union Telegraph; 1886, Railroad agent. 
1888-1889 Robert L. Lee 
1890-1900 Louis N. Buttner, Southern Pacific; Western Union 
1901-1902 L.M. Nichols 
1903-1904 G.D. Rowe 
1905 W. Schmidt 
1906 
1907 
1908-1910 

William Adaniram Biglow 
F.W. Coleman 
Joseph Irving Edwards 

RICHMOND, 1901-1918 
1901 W.B. Lisco 
1902-1910 Walter Butler Trull [1908, Harry E. Petillon, clerk; Edward T. Williams and Harry F. 

Yager, drivers; Arthur Hayden, transferman]. 

RODEO, 1893-1918 
1893-1896 
1897-1898 
1899-1900 
1900 
1901-1902 
1903-1909 
1910 

Sidney Crilley 
H .M . Carr 
A. Vessey 
I.W. Heilig 
G.S.Ayers 
Miss Luna B . Clark 
H .A. Jandebuer 

SAN PABLO, 1879-1918 (Population 250) 
1879-1880 James W. Lee 
1881-1903 J.H. Chichester, Western Union; Southern Pacific 
1904-1905 C.E. Woolley 
1906-1907 J.H. Chichester 
1908 C.A. Sullivan 
1908 JohnChryslerO' Connor 
1909-1910 W.O. Cole 
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SAN RAMON, 1887-1895 (Population 60; SPRR arrived June 1891) 
June I, 1887-1891 Henry C. Hurst, General store, Postmaster 
1892-1895 U.A. Boydston 

SELBY, 1910-1918 
1910 E.J. Cooper 
1915-1917 C.F. McReynolds 

SOMERSVILLE, 1875 (Population 300) 

1875 Jacob Lando, General merchandise 

STEGE, 1882-1918 
1882-1883 A.S. Catin 

R.N. Claggett 1885 
1886-1888 
1888 
1889-1890 
1891 
1892-1894 
1895-1901 
1902-1903 
1904-1905 
1906 

George H. Tompkins, Western Union, Southern Pacific. 
Mrs. G. T. Winslow 

1907 
1908 
1908 
1909-1910 

Thomas A. McKinstry, first postmaster (1889) 
E. McKinstry 

O.M. Howard, Southern Pacific, Western Union 
E.A. Thompson 
H.G. Young 
J.H. Chichester 
Fred Hanson 
A.S. Hall 
G.W. Taylor 
Percie Mel bern Holway 
C. C. Christian 

VALLEJO JUNCTION, 1883-1918 
1883 C.L. Hedemark 
1885 
1904 
1905-1910 

W.S. Cowin, Western Union, Southern Pacific 
T.P. Knightly 
Edgar Jacob Cooper 
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WALNUT CREEK, 1880-1918 (Population 200) 

James M. Stow, General merchandise; Notary Public; County Assessor 1880 
1883 Austin Wesley Hammitt, Dry goods and general merchandise-"One Price Cash 

Store." Assemblyman 1874. 
James M. Stow, Postmaster, County Assessor. 1885-1888 

1889-1890 Homer Stow Shuey, General Merchandise, telephone operator; 1871laid out Walnut 
Creek townsite. Ran semi-weekly Lafayette, San Ramon, Danville Express (1882, 

1886; 1893, 1898, Shuey & Galloway, Expressmen) 
1891 
1892-1895 
1896-1897 
1898-1907 
1908 
1908 
1909 

1910 

[Charles W. and Fred] Geary Bros. & Co., General merchandise 
A.L. Van Mater; Southern Pacific; Western Union 
J.H. Harcourt 
C.L. Bowers 
O.J. Rutherford 
George Sidney Coley 
A.H Beard 

J.E. Bick 

WEBB'S LANDING, 1874-1875 
1875 RV Snodgrass 

MARTINEZ POSTMASTERS 
compiled by Alan H. Patera 

Postmaster Compensation 

28 Jul 1851 Oliver C. Coffin 1851 $140.90 1887 

16 Oct 1852 Hiram Fogg 1853 163.42 1889 

28 May 1861 Oliver F. James 1855 341.14 1891 
1857 330.35 1893 

15 Jan 1883 Mrs. Anna U Corbett 1859 366.97 1895 
14 Apr 1886 John McCann 1861 197.25 1897 
26 Feb 1890 Morgan H Bailhache 1863 159.00 1899 

6 Jan 1892 Ellen L. Bailhache 1865 162.47 1901 

1 Feb 1896 Joseph P. Briare 
1867 170.00 1903 
1869 210.00 1905 

20 Mar 1900 Franklin L. Glass 1871 250.00 1907 
25 Aug 1916 J.l Anderson 1873 310.00 1909 

2Feb 1922 Nellie K. Cushing 1875 456.58 1911 

16 Apr 1930 Joseph A Schweinitzer 1877 489.68 1915 

16 Apr 1934 J ence J. Anderson 
1879 673.87 1921 
1881 838.42 1931 3 May 1940 Maurice E. Huguet 1883 1000.00 1943 

12 Jun 1971 Edward R Devereux 1885 750.00 
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1000.00 
1200.00 
1200.00 
1400.00 
1400.00 
1400.00 
1400.00 
1600.00 
1700.00 
1800.00 
2000.00 
2100.00 
2100.00 
2300.00 
2700.00 
3200.00 
3400.00 
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Mail from Hawaii: Part 18 

The Postmasters and Post Offices 
of Naalehu, District ofKa'u 

by Randall E. Burt 

Location 
From July 1885 the Hutchinson Sugar Planta

tion Company, in Naalehu, district of Ka'u, pro
vided an unofficial business mail service from their 
California based headquarters . The plantation was 
over three miles from the southern coast of Ha
waii, below Honuapo and Waiohinu. 

Mail Routes 
Postmaster General H.M. Whitney's biennial 

report to Minister of Interior C.T. Gulick in 1885 
listed a few facts for the Hilo to Ka'u mail route 
via Puna and Volcano: 

Distance, 128 miles; 256 miles round trip; 
Weekly pay for mail carrier- $15.00, or $780 a 

year. 
By 1888 the Postmaster General had established 
21 post offices on the big island. 

In 1890 mail carrier Hallie's pay was cut to $50 
per month, or $600 per year. Always dependent 
on the arrival of inter-island steamers for their mail 
from Honolulu, by 1890 the overland mail route 
from Hilo as listed by Thrum reads as follows: 

Mail leaves Hilo on arrival of (steamer) 
KINAU, arriving at Volcano House same day; 
Waiohinu, 2d day; leaves Waiohinu 3d day 
early and arrives at Papa; 4th day arrives at 
Kailua; remains overnight at Kailua; 6th day 
returns to Papa; 7th day arrives at Waiohinu; 
8th day leaves Waiohinu to arrive at Volcano 
House; 9th day arrives at Hilo; remains over
night at Hilo; returns to Waiohinu the next 
day, etc. 
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Postmasters 
Naalehu had four different postmasters during 

the 1890s (Table 1 ). Although their stamp accounts 
with the general post office were not copied, some 
of the letters exchanged with the Postmaster Gen
erals highlight their public service as postmasters. 

H. Center 
On May 14, 1890 the manager of the Hutch

inson Sugar Plantation, H. Center, responded to 
Postmaster General Wundenberg's offer of an ap
pointment as postmaster for Naalehu, probably a 
result of their growing volume of letters sent 
unstamped via Honolulu (Table 2). His response 
to Wundenberg reads as follows: 

Dear Sir: 
Your favor of the 8th inst. with regard to the 

establishing of a regular Post Office is favor
ably received. 

We have no commission as Postmaster at 
present, and would thank you to forward us 
one at your convenience. 

We would like to have a Money Order De
partment in connection with same. 

Chas. Binning is our Book-keeper. 
Center acknowledged receipt of his commis

sion with a $5 monthly salary on June 14 andre
minded Wundenberg that "we would like to have a 
money order office as well." Binning, who an
swered all office correspondence, was recom
mended for the commission as postmaster on Oc
tober 7, 1890. Center's letter to the Postmaster 
General reads as follows: 
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Figure 1. On the "big" island of Hawaii, Naalehu in the district ofKa ·u, is located just over three miles inland 
f rom the southern coast, below WaiohimL and Punaluu landings. (Rnd McNally, 191 2) 

I would kindly ask you to change the 
Postmaster's Commission, which is now in my 
name, to that of Mr. C. Binning, who is my 
book -keeper. The reason I ask for the change 
is that I am more or less away from the office 
on plantation matters, and when my signature 
is required, makes it somewhat inconvenient. 

Kindly send me he following: 
Cancelling stamp, Book for Registering 

Foreign and Domestic Letters, Official Enve
lopes Large and small, Blank forms for appli-

cation for supplies, 50 Postal Cards for the 
U.S. and 500 for Domestic use. 

I shall hereafter order the Stamps direct from 
you instead of from Irwin & Co. as I have 
been doing heretofore. 

Center's note to Wundenburg dated October 
18. 1890 discussed the change in the postmaster's 
name on the commission and his low salary vouch
ers. It reads as follows: 
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Your favor of the 13th inst. in regard to the 
change of Postmaster at this place duly to 
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Table 1. Postmaster Appointments 
NAALEHU district ofKa'u: name means "the volcanic ashes." 

' The post office was located in the Hutchinson Sugar Plantation 

H. Center February 13, 1888 
April_, 1891 

April25, 1891 Resigned 
February 4, 1893 Chares Binning 

G.S. Patten 
George C. Hewitt 
Carl Wolters 
BisilApiki 

February 4, 1893 
June_, 1895 
June 30, 1905 ? 
June 30, 1912 ? 

June_, 1895 Resigned 
---' 1902 + 
June 30, 1911 + 
June 30, 1914 + 
June_, 1968 James G. Takemoto 

Mrs. Jennette M. Torino 
September 30, 1929 

June 30, 1968 

Table 2. Volume of mail processed by Naalehu Post Office, 1887-1894 

Biennial No. ofletters rec'd 
period Ordinary Register·ed Prints 
Aprill, 1887-

March 31, 1888 1,936 11 
1888-1890 5,874 1 171 
1890-1892 6,860 14 
1892-1894 8,324 24 

hand. In reply will say the the privilege granted 
me as postmaster in regard to signing my name 
is satisfactory. 

I enclose vouchers for salary to September 
30th. You have made out vouchers for four 
months for me to sign at $5.00 a month. There 
must be some mistake about this, as I have 
your letter of June 7th stating that the salary 
for Money Order office would be $10 a month. 
I therefore send you vouchers accordingly. 

229 
245 

Another misunderstanding by Postmaster Cen
ter was cleared up on March 25, 1891 in his report 
to Wundenberg when he discussed extra expenses 
for a second mail carrier employed privately by the 
Hutchinson Plantation. His letter reads as follows: 

No. ofletters sent 
Ordinary Registered Prints 

1,281 18 2,660 
3,777 50 10,130 
5,247 64 6,450 
8,152 76 9,521 

thinking it was all right. But, now I under
stand from your secretary that I did not go 
about it in the right way. That I must first 
show the necessity of the same and have your 
approval. 

In order to deliver the mails promptly on ar
rival of the Steamer, I think it quite necessary 
that a mail carrier be employed. It is over three 
miles from here to the landing and most of the 
time the steamer arrives late in the evening, 
say about eight o'clock. 
I think you will see the necessity of having a 

man to carry the mails, and trust you will al
low the same. 
Heretofore the Plantation paid for the deliv

ery of the mail, but I do not think you will 
expect that. 

Last mail I sent a voucher for $3. 00, together 
with the monthly statement for February. be
ing for mail carrier services. 

This man I hired and paid at my own risk, 
The mail carrier route was discussed by Center 

in his letter to PMG Wundenberg on April4, 1891: 
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Your favor of the 30th ult. duly received and 
contents noted. I was not aware that this man 
was engaged to bring the mail to this office as 
well as to Waiohinu, and for that reason I have 
been paying him in addition. I notified the mail 
carrier of the contents of your letter. 

Center's Letter of Resignation 
Postmaster Center submitted his resignation to 

Wundenberg on April 25, 1891 , recommending his 
bookkeeper as postmaster: 

As I I eave the management of the Hutchinson 
Sugar Plantation Co. ofKa'u, Hawaii, for that 
of the Hawaiian Com. & Agr. Co. of 
Spreckelsvi lle, Maui, it will be necessary for 
me to tender my resignation as Postmaster at 

December 2004 

Naalehu, Ka'u, and would recommend Mr. C. 
Binning as my successor. However, should 
you not desire to make the commission out in 
the name of Mr. C. Binning, my former deputy, 
I would request that you make it out in the 
name of my successor, Mr. G.C. Hewitt. 

Charles Binning 
Postmaster General Walter Hill, who replaced 

the deposed Fred Wundenberg, commissioned Bin
ning as postmaster. 

Adhesive Revenue Stamps 
OnJune4, 1891 PostmasterBinningacknowl

edged the receipt of and enclosed payment for 70 
$1.00 adhesive revenue stamps sent on June 2. 
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Figure 2. Naalehu postage account on taxed (unstamped) letters sent via the general post ffice in 1885-86, 
ledger 50 and journal 37. (AH) 
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Sugar plantations used these for their many master 
and servant contracts with field workers. 

A Postal Savings Bank 
Binning wrote PMG Hill on June 17 about es

tablishing a postal savings bank with the general 
post office for the convenience of plantation em
ployees. His note reads as follows: 

It is true that there is a branch at Waiohinu, 
but I dare say there are not more than one or 
two of our employees depositors, for the mere 
fact of its inconvenience; while if it were here, 
I am sure they would deposit in the bank in
stead ofleaving their money lying in the plan
tation office without interest. 

On August 19, 1891, Binning wrote Hil about 
his growing duties as Postmaster and suggested a 
possible raise was in order: 

I am receiving as Postmaster at Naalehu, 
Ka' u, Hawaii, the salary of $10.00 a month. 
This includes the general post office business. 
money order and savings bank departments. 
In all, there is considerable work connected 
with the office, which has been taken from the 
Waiohinu Post Office, owing to its conve
nience here, the mass of the population being 
located at Naalehu. 

I have been postmaster over a year, and leave 
it up to your consideration whether or not it is 
worth more. 

G.S.Patten 
As bookkeeper, G.S. Patten was also postmas

teratHileafromMay 1887unti1February 13, 1890, 
then transferred to the Hutchinson Sugar Planta
tion at Naalehu. 

By December 1892, G.S. Patten, bookkeeper, 
was also deputy manager of the Hutchinson Sugar 
Plantation. On December 20 PMG Hill informed 

~ 
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Patten that he was authorized to sign "domestic 
money orders and to assume the responsibilities of 
the general postal work at Naalehu, during the regu
lar postmaster's absences." 

A Recommendation for Two Postmasters 
Hutchinson Sugar Plantation manager G.C. 

Hewitt wrote PMG Hill on February 4, 1893 about 
the loss of two postmasters, as follows: 

Mr. C. Binning, the former P.M. atNaalehu, 
and Mr. Ivers, the former P.M. at Hilea, have 
both left for the east and will not return here. 
I would respectfully request that Mr. G.S. 
Patten be appointed P.M. at Naalehu and Mr. 
John C. Searle be appointed at Hilea, as both 
of these gentlemen have been long and favor
ably known in Ka'u. 

An Application for Postmaster 
G.S. Patten also wrote PMG Hill on February 

4 to inform him that "Binning, who hoi ds the com
mission as Postmaster for this place, has written 
from San Francisco that he does not intend return
ing to the Islands. Since he has been away about 
three months, I have attended to the duties of the 
(post) office, and if agreeable to you, I would be 
peased to accept the position permanently. I have 
complied with the law by taking the oath to sup
port the Provisional Government." 

PMG Oat Visits Island Post Offices 
In his report to Minister of Financde S.M. 

Damon in Novmber 1893, PMG Oat mentioned his 
brief visit to Naalehu, "where there is a post and 
money order department, Mr. G.S. Patten, Post
master. Found his accounts kept in good order and 
he (is) quite conversant with the duties of his of
fice." 

' 
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Figure 3. A 2c. rose vermillion (Scott #65) K IV tied by killer (#131) target with a purple SEP I 13 I 1893 
circular date stamp on cover from Naalehu. (R.A. Siegel sale 769) 
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Figure 4. A 2c violet Liliuokalani (Scott #57) tied by killer (131) paid the interisland postage on 
September 4, 1893 and March 1, 1894 covers ji·om Naalehu to Honolulu. (M-H 282.011) 

Patten Protests 
His bond being set at $2,000, double the amount 

for other postmasters, Patten complained about it 
on August 25, 1894. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor 
of the 21st inst. notifying me of my appoint
ment as Postmaster at Naalehu. Also, that it 
would be necessary for me to give a bond of 
$2,000.00 in connection with same, which I 
have completed before Judge J.H. Waipuilani; 
but, I consider the bond of$2,000.00 which I 
have to give as very excessive, considering the 
salary attached to the office and Mr. Hewitt 
has gone my security only on condition that 
Mr. Irwin will look into the matter and see 

why the Post Office has to give a bond for 
such a sum when other Postmasters receiving 
double the pay are only held for half the bond 
I had to give. 

Adhesive Revenue Stamps 
Postmaster Patten wrote PMG Oat on January 

19, 1895 about a short shipment of the $1.00 ad
hesive revenue stamps. His complaint reads as fol
lows: 
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On the lOth inst. I ordered from the Gen. 
P.O. 50 $1.00Revenue Stamps; by the last mail 
(by the HAL), I received an envelope enclos
ing 25 - $1.00 Stamps, two blocks of 10 each 
and one of 5, but with a bill for 50 and are-
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Table 3. Town Cancels of Naalehu, District of Ka'u 

Davey No. 

282.11 

253.01 

255 .01 

Period of Use 

March 1891 -
January 1896 

December 1897 -
March 1900 

May 1900 - ? 

ceipt to be signed by me for the latter number. 
Please send the balance of the stamps by re
turn mail. I enclose herewith the bill and re
ceipt received. 

Patten Resigns; Hewitt Appointed 
Dated June 17, 1895, Patten's resignation, ad

dressed to PMG Oat, reads as follows: 
As I expect to leave this place soon, it becoes 

necessary for me to reign my position as Post 
Master at Naalehu, to take effect as soon as it 
can be arranged. 
Mr. G. C. Hewitt has shown me your letter to 

him of the 12th inst. , in which you state that 
he will succeed me in the position; this will, of 
course, prevent any interruption in the service, 
and as soon as instructed by you, I will at once 
turn over the books, cash, etc. to Mr. Hewitt. 

Mail by Stage Coach in 1898 
Marked "personal" to PMG Oat on July 23, 

1898, Postmaster Hewitt wrote about a potential 
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Notes 

Double outer ring with sunburst side ornaments; 
single inner ring frames a 3-line date; 
often seen with the 4-ring target, kill er 131. 

' . . ·: ~~( 
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I 
Single outer circle frames a 3-line date used 
with killer 131. See website "Post Office in 
Paradise" for more Naalehu town cancels. 
Permission to use this image granted by Scott31 . 

Example not found. 

and very desirable mail contract opportunity for the 
Volcano to Naalehu route. His discussion reads as 
follows: 

Mr. Chas. Auld is about making an arrange
ment to run his stages from the (Kilueau) Vol
cano through to Naalehu. I have about made 
him concessions as to land &c. for his stables. 
Should he go ahead, he would, in case he could 
get the mail contract, rush it through as fol
lows --

Upon the arrival at the volcano he would 
start night or day and bring it through at once, 
in some cases, say, Fridays. KINAU, allowing 
us to get our mail, say Sunday night, say 1 0 
P.M., instead ofMonday afternoon, allowing 
us to catch the MAUNA LOA, making 5 days 
from Honolulu & return for letters. Of course, 
this could only happen when KINAU leaves 
Honolulu on Fridays. Would it be possible 
for him to secure the contract clear through 
to this place and Waiohinu? If so, I should be 
very glad to know. 
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Their P resent Mail Route 
Hewitt wrote PMG Oat on August 3, 1898 to 

explain their present mail delivery arrangement for 
Naalehu: 

In reply to yours of 29th inst., I would say 
that Mr. Chas. Auld would like to carry the 
mail between Waiobinu and Pahala, as heal
ready carries it between Pahala and the Vol
cano. Mr. Auld says he will carry the mail 
between Pahala & Waiohinu at the same price 
as at present paid for the work, but will guar
antee to get it through the same day that it 
leaves Hilo. 

At present, our mail reches Pahala at about 
8 P.M. and lies there until Mr. Meinecke gets 
ready to bring it over; which, upon last occa
sion, was about 2 P.M. next day after arriving 
at Pahala. 

Mr. Auld would start his stage line from here 
to the Volcano and I submit, should be the one 
to carry the mails. We have been to great in
convenience by the slow arrival of mails and 
have now an opportunity to have them car
ried on time, and at the same price as at present 
carried. 

This arrangement would allow us to answer 

December 2004 

the KINA U mail on her Friday trips by the 
MAUNA LOA. We have several times sent 
for our mail to Pahala when anxious to catch 
the KINA U and we have been obliged to wait 
for hours for mail they could easily have de
livered 12 to 18 hours earlier. 
Mr. Auld is willing to enter upon a contract 

for the carriage of this mail at any time. 
I have no interest in this matter, simply wish

ing to expedite the delivery of the mails, and I 
think the establishment of stage lines should 
be encoraged by any means that is reasonably 
right. 

Hewitt Explains 
Hewitt wrote PMG Oat on December 27, 1899 

to inform him that any complaints about the delay 
of mail delivery fromHilo should be referred to the 
"Volcano Stables Tmsportation Co. ofHilo (who) 
has the Contract for carrying the mails between 
Pahala and the Volcano House." and was to put 
one of their own men on the route. 

In August 1900, G.C. Hewitt received an ap
pointment as the first postmaster ofNaalehu under 
the territory of the United States, his commission 
signed by President McKinley. 
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