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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 

When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 
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Estimate $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 
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Estimate $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

Estimate $500,000-750,000 
SOLD FOR $632,500 

The spectacular results of our December 2009 sale of Lhe 
Pony Express collection formed by Thurston Twigg-Smitlt 
provide yet another demonstration of the Siegel firm's 
extraordinary ability to present and promote auctions. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn't it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know the 
material and tile market? 

Estimate $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

Estimate $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

Estimate $200,000-300,000 
SOLD FOR $299,000 

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

60 EAST 56TH STREET, 4TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGEI.AUCTIONS.COM 
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Editor’s note:  Dr. Chandler published “Pedro 
Aguirre and Mariano Samaniego: Agile Stage Men, 
Mail Men, and Express Men of Southern Arizona, 
1878-1907” in the December, 2016 issue of Western 
Express.  This article is something of a continuation 
of his series on the postal and express operations of 
the great southwest.   
 
Tucson shone as the center of Arizona.  In that 
glorious year of 1776, the Spanish founded it as a 
presidio, and in 1821, Tucson became a Mexican 
city.  Some 30 years later, money brought historical 
blessings for this story.  Through the 1854 Gadsden 
Purchase, Tucson, along with the Aguirre and 
Samaniego families, became American.   
 
All major mail and travel routes passed through 
Tucson:  the Jackass Mail in 1857; the (Butterfield) 
Overland Mail in 1858; the U.S. Army during the 
Civil and Apache Wars; and the Southern Pacific 
Railroad in 1880. 
 
In the 1870s, as the Apache menace lessened, 
people came to this rich, but hot and inhospitable 
land, and Tucson became the mail distribution point 
for settlements within a 125-mile radius.  From 
1870 to 1890, three Tucson postmasters took good 
care of city residents and the main line running to 
Yuma, first by stagecoach and then by railroad.  All 
outlying areas became problematic due to numbing 
government regulations, lack of resources, turnover 
of postmasters, inefficient contractors, and long 
distances.   
 
Boom times in 1878 Globe brought mule express 
service via Florence.  Similar outrageous excitement 
in famed Tombstone the next year saw fast 
stagecoach expresses.  Both entrepreneurial 
operations aided the post office, rather than, like 
Wells, Fargo & Co’s Express, competed with it.  
Although Pima County claimed the largest 
population, its low density brought frustration.  
Only the railroad in 1880 and more settlers brought 
improved postal efficiency in the 1890s. 

Figure 1. For the 1884 edition of the Resources of 
Arizona, A.L. Bancroft & Co. lithographed flat, 
boring Tucson as seen from Sentinel Peak. 

 
Figure 2.  Downtown, a Tucson business street 
shows some brick architecture and large display 
windows. Jutting out from the adobe walls is a row 
of toldos, or light-weight wooden protective awnings 

 
 
Tucson’s Postal Officials. 
 
The first Tucson postmaster of the Aguirre-
Samaniego era held office for 15 years; some good, 
some dubious.  Dr. Charles H. Lord of the great 
mercantile and banking firm of Lord & [Wheeler 
W.] Williams served, at least in name, from 1869 
until January 1884.  In the late 1870s, Lord 
rearranged the office to provide more public space 
and added post boxes. 

Tucson, the Center for United States Postal Service in  
Pima, Pinal, and Gila Counties, 1870 - 1890, Requires  

Express Augmentation 
By Dr. Robert J. Chandler 
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THE WESTERN EXPRESS COMPANIES 
1850-1890 

Revised 2017 (eBook) 

);> 100 additional pages! 

);> 1,000 new images of covers in appendix library! 

);> New chapter on Wells Fargo hand stamps. 

);> Major revision of many list ings including Everts and 

Co.'s Express and Langton's Express. 

);> Addition of previously unlisted expresses. 

);> Added information on previously listed expresses. 

All in one electronic file to enhance searchability 

Order DVD from United Postal Stationery Society website 

www.upss.org 

THE WESTERN 

EXPRESS 

COMPANIES 

1850-1890 :y 

A Cataloc ofthelf Print~ Franks and Handstamps 

Olear N.elton Thomas 

,_ ..... 

""'...__ .. __ ... __ .... _ __ ,..._ ... _ .......... ... 
,_ ... ..,. .. ,,_ .. _,.,._..,. _ 
__ ..... ..-... ~ ......... __ 
t- __ ........ _,.._4_• 

Also included with order of original printed 2-volume handbook at no extra charge. 

What about the envelopes that carried these franks? 
Learn about them from the United Postal Stationery Society! 

--The world's largest Postal Stationery Society-

)> Award winning journal 6 times a year 

);> Catalogs and Handbooks {20% discount to members) 

);;> Auctions of USA and possessions, and Sales Circuits of foreign stationery. 

Obtain applicat ion from 

1659 Branham Lane Suite F-307, San Jose CA 95118-2291 

or directly from our extensive website. 

WWW.UPSS.ORG 



30 

Western Express   September, 2017 

  
 
 
 

Philatelic Bibliopole 
 
The Pony Express by M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962, 108 pages, cloth, $175.00 
 
Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co. 1852-1895 by J. F. Leutzinger, 1993, 382 pages, cloth, $45.00 
 
Franks of Western Expresses by Mel Nathan, 1973, 281 pages, deluxe edition, cloth, $47.50 
 
Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Post of 1894 by Lowell B. Cooper, 1983, 152 pages, cloth, $50.00; deluxe edition of 25 copies, 
rag paper, 1/4 leather, slip case, $300.00 
 
Nevada Express, Wells Fargo & Co., and Other Letter Expresses, 1857-1895 by James M. Gamett, 2002, 192 pages, cloth, 
$45.00 
 
California Town Postmarks 1849-1935 by John H. Williams, 1997, 1504 pages, two volumes, cloth, without disk $105.00, with 
disk $110.00 
 
Nebraska Territory Postal History by Charles W. Winter, 1999, 176 pages, cloth, 147 halftone and hundreds of line drawings, 
$35.00 
 
U.S. Contract Mail Routes by Water (Star Routes 1824-1875) by Hugh V. Feldman, 2008, 408 pages, cloth, limited edition.  
The contract water mail routes for the entire U.S.; excellent, written descriptions, maps and table. A spectacular book from the Col-
lectors Club of Chicago, numerous maps and covers all in full color, 260 pages on detailed listing and analysis of the routes by state, 
50 pages on the procedures and history, five appendices, three indexes and a gazetteer. $75.00+ $3 part postage in the US, for most 
foreign delivery $75.00 + $11 postage.  
 

Over 1000 Pages of Philatelic Literature on Line 
Books for Sale and Reference Files 

 
pbbooks.com (web site) or email at: Leonard@pbbooks.net 

 
Leonard H. Hartmann 

Philatelic Bibliopole 
P.O. Box 36006 

Louisville, KY  40233 
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May 15, 1850 
 
Dear wife, 
 
After a long and tiresome voyage of 34 days from Mazatalan 
we arrived at the long looked for shores of California about 
three o'clock yesterday morning.  We sailed into the beautiful 
harbour where thousands of vessels can repose in perfect 
safety.  Owning to the fact that our baggage had to go through 
Custom House, we were not able to get it to shore until 
today.  Gaitlan and Hollerman were willing to stay aboard 
and guard our things through the night, so Hendrix and myself 
went ashore and stayed in San Francisco.  There has been a 
very destructive fire in the city some 3 or 4 weeks ago which 
consumed almost three entire blocks.  The loss is estimated at 
5 millions of dollars.  There is a great demand for house 
carpenters, I could get  from $12 - 18 per day but I prefer 
going to the mines.  The accounts from there are very 
flattering. 
 
I roomed with an Englishman last night who came off a ship 
since the fire occurred in this place.  He was a sailor and has 
been to the mines and returned with 2 thousand dollars, 60 
ounces of which he gathered in one week.  He is a very 
ordinary looking man and not very smart so I suppose he must 
have dug it himself. 
 
We are now in a small Steamer and will leave for Stockton and 
the Southern diggins tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock.  It is a 
24 hour run and the price of passage is $25.00.  I suppose the 

Northern mines are the most 
productive, but the snow is just 
beginning to melt and they cant do 
much in the next 4 - 6 weeks.  The 
Southern mines are more healthy than 
the Northern so we have concluded to 
go to the mines above Stockton and if 
we do well, stay there, if not go to the 
mountains after the waters run 
down.  I feel like we shall make 
something.  I am more encouraged 
since we got here and the prospects 
brighter than sine I left home.  I saw a 
lump of gold this morning in its 
original state.  My dear, if you and 
Lorane were here in this country with 
me I would be willing to stay 5 or 6 
years.  I am very much pleased with 
California and if I could hear from 
home every few weeks I think I should 
be very well satisfied but I am more 
or less uneasy at all times.  I will 
write again in a few days.  We expect 
to reach the gold diggins in 5 to 7 
days, and to try our luck.  I hope to 
give some of the particulars of 
California. 

 
My dear, I omitted to say anything about the letters I received 
upon my arrival here.  It afforded me a great deal of pleasure 
to hear from home.  I received one from James T Smith date 3 
February, 1850 and one from your father dated 5 March.  Also 
a letter from D.H.Smith dated 6 March.  D.H.S. wrote that he 
was at the Big Bar on the Mokelume River but he expected to 
go south in a few days.  He also said he anticipated 
speculating in beef cattle next summer.  He said he had about 
$1500.  We have not heard a word from our friends, the 
Walsh's.  I was informed by Mssrs Cherry, Henderson & Co of 
New Orleans that they had bought tickets for the steamer 
Tennessee.  If so they are not more than 25 days ahead of us as 
she arrived here about that time.  We are all in good health.  
In New Orleans I weighed 152 lbs and today I weigh 170 
lbs.  indeed my health was never better.  I don’t feel like the 
same person and if I were to start home without one dollar in 
my pocket I should think that I had mad a good trip. 
 
My dear I feel grateful to your father and mother for the kind 
attention I have no doubt you received from them.  Write often 
and I will do the same.  Direct your letters to Stockton.  I 
remain your affectionate husband until death. 
 
J.L. Rushing 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞ 

Contents of the Cover—San Francisco in 1850 
By George Kramer 

Integral rate (40 cent) postmark from SAN FRANCISCO 1 JUNE 40 (1850) 
“via New Orleans” to West Tenn(essee).  The contents of this folded letter, 
transcribed herein, provide an interesting view into early California.   
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Fort Union, N. Mexico   Sep 2, 1852  
 
My dear Mary  
 
Before you receive this letter, I much fear you will 
have suffered great anxiety, on and of event of my 
extreme ill-health, on the Plains, and I will be ill at 
same until I am assured that this letter will reach 
you.  It is true that I have been extremely sick, but it 
is equally true that I am now entirely restored to 
health, except that my strength is not fully 
reestablished. 
 
I believe it was on Wednesday, the 25th ult., while 
journeying upon the Plains under an Unit of 
Dragoons, commanded by Major Carleton , that I 
sent you my last letter, by a returning party where 
we met.  I had written this letter, a day or two 
before & left it unsealed, to enable me to add a post 
script, afterwards, when sooner a chance 
opportunity should offer of sending it to Missouri & 
I availed myself (of this returning party of whom old 
Mr. Sheet's was on) to dispatch this letter. 
 
Traveling on these elevated plains, can be see, many 
miles off & to the inexperienced eye when 5 or 6 

miles distant, so it appears to be half the distance 
from you.  Their it was the party was deceived.  The 
post-script added & the letter sealed & given to 
Major Carleton, to be conveyed to one of the 
officers for conveyance.  I had laid down, in bed, in 
the Ambulance in consequences of a second attack 
of my Renal Disease, which came upon me, 
unwanted that morning.  I say, my second attack, 
counting my winter attack at home, as my I first 
attack.  You remember well, the greatness of my 
sufferings & that Chloroform & ether, gave ne ease,  
It is just so now.  My stomach would retain nothing, 
& the inhalation of the Ether & Chloroform relieved 
and infused me for sometime, and relieves me of 
pain.  
 
I was lying, in one of those half-dead states, when 
the cavalry met us:  & when Dr. McDougall who 
was of the party & old Mrs. Sheets to the carriage, 
to see me.  I have no recollection of having seen the 
old Lady, & only remember the introduction of the 
Dr.  He has no idea of my condition & of command 
no prescription, in the case - except to possibly the 
further use of the Ether; and from this time onward 
until my very limited supply was exhausted.  I was 
obliged to beg for the Drug & get it in Subbln. 

Contents of the Cover—Fort Union, NM in 1852 
By David F. New 

Manuscript postmarked “Fort Union, N. M. Sept 3d 1852” with three cent 1851 
issue imperforate adhesive prepaying postage for this folded letter mailed to St. 
Louis, Missouri.   
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Introduction: 
 
Unstamped covers carried as a courtesy by a 
freighter or traveler from the west to the east usually 
have lesser postal history significance, since most 
provide a minimum of information.  However, when 
accompanied by the original letter having postal 
information regarding routes and times, they 
become very significant and are highly collectible.  
In fact these are much scarcer than covers carried by 
the regular U.S. post office mails. 
 

Background on the Sender of the Letters: 
 
Benjamin Franklin Coons (Frank) was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, in 1826.  His father, David Coons, 
was a river merchant dealing in groceries and dry 
goods.  At the young age of 20, Frank led a wagon 
train to Santa Fe, New Mexico Territory in 1846, 
followed by two more in 1847 and 1848.  He 

operated as a major merchant in Santa Fe until June, 
1849.  He had also established himself in 
September, 1848, as a merchant in EI Paso del 
Norte and a few other towns in Chihuahua, Mexico. 
 
Frontera, on the east bank of the Rio Grande River, 
was originated by T. Frank White on January 24, 
1848, when he settled on this unoccupied site and 
finished constructing a trading house by early 
August.  White was appointed as the first magistrate 
and instructed to organize the area into what would 
soon become known as EI Paso.  In June, 1849, 
Coons moved to Frontera on the east bank of the 
Rio del Norte (Rio Grande River), across from the 
Mexican EI Paso del Norte on the west bank.  He 
recognized the major opportunity to furnish 
provisions and equipment at the major crossroads to 
travelers en route to Chihuahua and to the stream of 
immigrants participating in the California gold rush. 
 
Coons purchased a ranch property, known as 
Ponce's Rancho, near EI Paso del Norte from Juan 
Maria Ponce de Leon in 1849.  He leased the main 
building, large corrals and six acres to the United 
States army for $4,200 a year as a site for the first 
military post in the area.  Four companies of the 
Third Infantry were stationed there.  This location is 
now known as Fort Bliss. 
 
Coons constructed a tavern, warehouse, blacksmith 
shop, stables, corrals, and store just west of the 
army post, capitalizing on the need for these by both 
the soldiers as well as the many travelers.  He 
constructed a jerry-built ferry to handle passengers 
and provisions across the Rio Grande River.  He 
also purchased a newly constructed small trading 
house, calling it "Santa Maria".  Known locally as 
Coons' Rancho, this was also known as Rancho de 
Franquilin soon simplified to Franklin.  The site is 
now in downtown EI Paso. 
 
In 1849, he and Sarah A. Bowman established a one
-story hotel and restaurant on his property, called 

The Benjamin Franklin Coons Letters from  
New Mexico and Texas in 1849 and 1850 

By John Birkinbine II 

Figure 1.  Benjamin Franklin Coons, sender of the letters 
featured in this article.   
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A Cover from Iowa City, Iowa to the “Flying Dutchman” in San Francisco 

By Jim Petersen 

The cover shown above traveled from Iowa City, Iowa 
to San Francisco.  The year, based on what is to 
follow, would most likely be either 1856 or 1857.  It 
probably would have traveled by the  Butterfield Route 
to San Francisco.  It is addressed to Albert M. Hubbard 
Esq./ Ship “Flying Dutchman”/ Care of Leut. Newell 
& Co/ San Francisco/ California.  I haven’t been able 
to determine Hubbard’s Link to Iowa, but I have a 
possible link with the Flying Dutchman as it was 
captained by Ashbel Hubbard.  It would most likely 
mean Albert was a son or nephew to Ashbel.  
 
The following information on the Flying Dutchman 
comes from an Internet link provided by Lars 
Bruzelius.  The ship was in a class called “extreme 
clippers.”  These ships were built for speed, but it was 
at a cost of decreased cargo capacity.  The ship was 
built in 1852 by William H. Webb at Yard No. 72 in 
New York.  Its dimensions were 190’ x 37’8” x 21’6” 
and weighed 1257.46 tons. 
 
She was launched on September 9, 1852 from Webb’s 
shipyard for George Daniels, et al.  Her first trip under 
Captain Ashbel Hubbard was from New York to San 
Francisco October 15, 1852 to January 27, 1853 with a 
stop in Rio de Janeiro (104 days).  
Bruzelius lists a trip for the Flying Dutchman that 
could possibly date the year this cover left Iowa City 
as being 1856.  He states that the Dutchman sailed 

from New York on May 30, 1856 and arrived to San 
Francisco on September 10, 1856.  Based on the stamp 
used and the arrival date of the ship this would seem 
the most likely year.  The next entry just states without 
listing a date that later in 1856 the ship left Valparaiso, 
Chile to sail to Copiapo to load copper ore to take to 
Baltimore. 
 
There are only two listed dates for 1857.  On May 10, 
1857 the ship left New York and arrived in San 
Francisco on September 10, 1857 (102 days).  Thus we 
have another year, 1857, as a second possibility for 
when this cover was mailed.  The next entry states the 
Dutchman sailed from San Francisco on November 1, 
1857 bound for New York.  This would be the last 
sailing as on February 14, 1858 the Dutchman stranded 
on Brigantine Beach, New Jersey, bound once again 
for San Francisco.  The ship was valued at $50,000 at 
the loss. 
 
1856 or 1857 would be the only two years to date the 
letter.  The earliest known date for the imperforate 10-
cent stamp was July 11, 1855, too early for Iowa City 
to have received any such stamps.  The perforated 
stamps have their earliest date as July 22, 1857 and the 
Dutchman was lost early in 1858. 
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞ 

Figure 1.  Postmarked “Iowa City, Iowa. Jul 28”  (1856 or 1857) to the Ship “Flying 
Dutchman” in San Francisco.   
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Learn about them from the United Postal Stationery Society! 

--The world's largest Postal Stationery Society-

;;... Award winning journal 6 times a year 
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Buying & Selling Stamps, Covers, Postcards, Old Deeds, 
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Email:  mbcovers@directcon.net 
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CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 
 

Stanley M. Piller & Associates 
 

800 S. Broadway, Suite 201 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596 

(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA  94507) 
Phone:  (925) 938-8290 
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