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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 

When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 
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Estimate $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 
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Estimate $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

Estimate $500,000-750,000 
SOLD FOR $632,500 

The spectacular results of our December 2009 sale of Lhe 
Pony Express collection formed by Thurston Twigg-Smitlt 
provide yet another demonstration of the Siegel firm's 
extraordinary ability to present and promote auctions. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn't it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know the 
material and tile market? 

Estimate $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

Estimate $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

Estimate $200,000-300,000 
SOLD FOR $299,000 

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

60 EAST 56TH STREET, 4TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGEI.AUCTIONS.COM 
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In this article the San Francisco News Letter will be 
called the “Letter,” just as it was by its publisher, 
Frederick Marriott, an English-born journalist, 
newspaper publisher, financial schemer, occasional 
blackmailer and pioneering promoter of aviation 
technology who emigrated to California in 1849.  
Marriott touted the Letter as a practical means to 
convey news to correspondents on the East Coast, 
overseas and within the state of California.  It also 
served to advance Marriott’s intertwining financial 
and political interests, to level attacks against his 
foes, and to extort money from public figures he 
threatened with the prospect of scandalous news 
reports. 
 
Each Letter publication date was tied to an outbound 
Pacific Mail Steam Ship Company sailing to 
Panama, the western leg of the ocean route linking 
the east and west coasts.  The first Letter was 
published on July 20, 1856, in time for the next-day 
departure of the PMSS Golden Age.  (An 1851 
publication with the same name was published by 
Francis A. Bonnard.)  The Letter was published 
regularly through early 1858, then discontinued 
briefly while Marriott ventured off to find business 

opportunities in Vancouver Island.  After his return 
in 1859, the newspaper was reestablished as the San 
Francisco News Letter and California Advertiser, 
which was published continuously until 1928.  
Marriott died in 1884, and his son, Frederick Jr., 
took over the paper. 
 
The 1856 to 1858 Letter editions were printed on a 
sheet of paper that could be folded into envelope 
size and addressed on the front panel for mailing.  
The early versions – at least through January 20, 
1857 – had no printing on the address panel; from 
the outside they look like ordinary folded letters or 
circulars.  Sometime during or before May 1857, the 
address panel was enhanced with an overall printed 
design incorporating the newspaper’s title (“The San 
Francisco News Letter”) held by an eagle with 
outstretched wings; illustrations of a steamship at 
sea and railroad train crossing land; and the 
steamship name and (usually) the sailing date for 
which the edition was intended.  An example is 
shown in Figure 1. 
 
There are two names engraved in the Letter design.  
The imprint “A. NAHL” (to the left of the 

The San Francisco News Letter 1856-1858 
By Scott R. Trepel 

Figure 1.  San Francisco News Letter number 31 dated October 20, 1857, for the sailing of 
the PMSS Sonora.  10¢ 1855 Type II (Scott 14) pays the domestic letter rate.  Census ID #20. 
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 Top of the World:   California’s Highest Post Office  
and Access to Yosemite’s High Country 

By Ryan Baum 

The initial discovery of gold at Sutter’s Sawmill in 
the Sierra Foothills in January, 1848 started a 
pattern of boom towns that fanned north and south 
in the Sierras over a thirty-five year period.  Each of 
these towns generated postal history through 
express and post office service.  Each of these towns 
developed contemporary transportation routes for 
commerce.  None, however, is as linked to our 
enjoyment today of one of the five most visited 
national parks, yet barely known as even a footnote 
in western history.  While postal history collectors 
often focus on “firsts” such as the first town in a 
canyon, the earliest communication from a county, 
the first express company in an area, this article will 
focus on a “last,” the last nineteenth century mining 
town started in the Sierra Nevada.  Bennettville was 
founded in 1882 on the eastern slope of the Sierra 
high in Mono County (see Figures 1 through 3).  
Although Bennettville’s post office lasted only two 
years, the transportation links which it developed 
continue to benefit us today as a key transportation 
link to the Sierra High Country for commerce and 
tourism to Yosemite National Park. 

To fully appreciate the story of Bennettville, this 
article will provide a geographic orientation (see 
Figure 4, following page), an understanding of the 
mining convergence on the Sierra’s eastern slope, 
the history and delay of this development, the 
eastern capital that financed a corporation, the 
corporation’s desire for lower cost supply routes, 
and our continued benefit of this development.  This 
story includes success and failure, greed and charity, 
and its enduring legacy which we all yet may enjoy. 
 
Geographic Orientation 
 
As mining towns radiated out from the initial 
discovery site in Coloma, prospectors jumped the 

Figure 1.  “Bennettville, Tioga Mining District, 
Mono County, Cal. Mar 5 1884” postmark; the 
feature post office of this article.   

Figure 2.  The Bennettville post office and the 
“Great Sierra Consolidated Silver Company” were 
tightly inter-twined.  And, virtually all known 
covers from this short-lived post office are related 
to the mining enterprise.   

Figure 3.  Bennettville today from site of mine. 
(August, 2016) 
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Contents of the Cover 

By David F. New 

Leavenworth City  Jany 12, 1860 
 
As temed  [esteemed] Nephew 
 
Although you and B I have not answered my last I 
considered to write you a short letter, my health 
about as usual, no news in our city of any especial 
interest times still very dull.  We have had extremely 
cold and pleasant winter weather.  We have had 2 
serious fires in the past ten days destroying a 
splendid flouring mill and one of the largest grocery 
stores in the city loss some 60 thousand dollars. 
 
The news from the Mines continues flattering, I will 
have been here 3 or so weeks and with a no of 
others contemplates starting early in the spring.  I 
was told yesterday that Jewitt has sold 1200$ 
dollars worth of property to different man of our 
city since he came in he sold Clark from Brown Co. 
a Banker of this place a corner lot in Denver City 
for $600 $ dollars he is going to build and start a 
Bank on it in fact all the news from there are most 
encouraging an acquaintance of mine went out a 
few weeks since he writes back to a friend if a man 
had 1000$ then this winter he could make a nice 
thing out of it speculating in property.  The Pikes 
Peak is still running and most of the time comes and 

goes full of passengers.  The last run that went out 
took an Episcopalian Minister and his 3 daughters 
all young woman and niece for Denver City  They 
are now carrying out passengers for 100 $ hundred. 
 
Write to me when you intend to start and what way 
you design going and Whither “B I.” Thinks of 
going out in Spring if David or Nell is going back 
let me know what has come of Jonathan Taylor  I 
have heard from him , give best regards to Mrs. 
Stout, and all enquiring friends. 
 
I have no especial news a part of our legislatures 
are sitting at Lawrence and a fragment at 
Lecompton they all met at Lecompton they 
Republicans adjourned to Lawrence the Gov. vetoed 
that gourmet and they passed it over his head by a 
two third voted while portion of the democrats was 
absent the democratic rump still remain an Le 
Compton but not enough to make a quorum.  I 
believed this is enough report at Lawrence to pass 
bills by a 2/3 majority if so old Sam‘s signature will 
not be necessary..  I send you a paper write on 
Receipt of this   
 

Ever yours    E. C. Stout 

The letter contained in this cover, postmarked “Leavenworth City, K.T. Jan 
13, 1860,” is the subject of this installment of “Contents of the Cover”.  An 
otherwise non-descript looking cover, it bears contents worth reading! 
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Philatelic Bibliopole 
 
The Pony Express by M. C. Nathan and W. S. Boggs, 1962, 108 pages, cloth, $175.00 
 
Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co. 1852-1895 by J. F. Leutzinger, 1993, 382 pages, cloth, $45.00 
 
Franks of Western Expresses by Mel Nathan, 1973, 281 pages, deluxe edition, cloth, $47.50 
 
Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Post of 1894 by Lowell B. Cooper, 1983, 152 pages, cloth, $50.00; deluxe edition of 25 copies, 
rag paper, 1/4 leather, slip case, $300.00 
 
Nevada Express, Wells Fargo & Co., and Other Letter Expresses, 1857-1895 by James M. Gamett, 2002, 192 pages, cloth, 
$45.00 
 
California Town Postmarks 1849-1935 by John H. Williams, 1997, 1504 pages, two volumes, cloth, without disk $105.00, with 
disk $110.00 
 
Nebraska Territory Postal History by Charles W. Winter, 1999, 176 pages, cloth, 147 halftone and hundreds of line drawings, 
$35.00 
 
U.S. Contract Mail Routes by Water (Star Routes 1824-1875) by Hugh V. Feldman, 2008, 408 pages, cloth, limited edition.  
The contract water mail routes for the entire U.S.; excellent, written descriptions, maps and table. A spectacular book from the Col-
lectors Club of Chicago, numerous maps and covers all in full color, 260 pages on detailed listing and analysis of the routes by state, 
50 pages on the procedures and history, five appendices, three indexes and a gazetteer. $75.00+ $3 part postage in the US, for most 
foreign delivery $75.00 + $11 postage.  
 

Over 1000 Pages of Philatelic Literature on Line 
Books for Sale and Reference Files 

 
pbbooks.com (web site) or email at: Leonard@pbbooks.net 

 
Leonard H. Hartmann 

Philatelic Bibliopole 
P.O. Box 36006 

Louisville, KY  40233 
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Several Pages from a Western Express Exhibit 
By George Kramer 

Alaska 5e~nnings, the Cariboo Gold Rush 

and Victoria, Vancouver rsland 1862-1869. 

Although the postal department anthori7..ed mail service 
between Sitka, Alaska Territory and San F1·ancisco in July, 
1867, only four or five covers can be proven to have originated 
in Alaska Territory before 1870. Possibly less covers are known 
which arrived in the same time period. 

Gulf of Alaska 

Kodiak, Kodiak Island 

To "Russia America" 

"Russia or Russian America" was a term used 
by the Postal Department for Alaska Territory. 

Jidd,r/( 
«4'~~ Ptw-r?M 

~·&.~'c::e..-...---~~=:::::~ 
Ch:velaud, Ohio August 14, 1868 - overland· San Francisco 

Alcatraz Island, California • San Francisco August 22 
Sika, Alaska Territory · Kodiak Island April 8, 1869 

This letter was written to a soldier of the 2nd U.S. Artillery who 
had been stationed at Alcatraz Island. He was transferred to Fort 
Kodiak, and this letter was fonl'arded first to Sika by the postal 
contract, and then to Fort Kodiak, probably by a supply ship. 

About this section: 

Laid out 2 x 4 vertically, 
the left side shows all 
water routes, and the 
right side emphasizes 
inland routes. 
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THE WESTERN EXPRESS COMPANIES 
1850-1890 

Revised 2017 (eBook) 

;;... 100 additional pages! 

;;... 1,000 new images of covers in appendix library! 

;;... New chapter on Wells Fargo handstamps. 

THE WESTERN 

EXPRESS 

COMPANIES 

1850 -1890 

;;... Major revision of many listings including Everts and 

Co.'s Express and Langton's Express. 

A Cataloc ofThelr Printed Ftal\ks and Handstamps 

;;... Addition of previously unlisted expresses. --
;;... Added information on previously listed expresses. 

. ............... _._,.. .... -... -
All in one electronic file to enhance searchability 

.....,._. ·-·-.... " • .I t•lo 
,..,.,.., IM""'At,_,.to..,..llll .. _ 

__ ... _. -------
- .......... -JMw •• · __ , 

Order DVD from United Postal Stationery Society website 

www.upss.org 

Also included with order of original printed 2-volume handbook at no extra charge. 

What about the envelopes that carried these franks? 
Learn about them from the United Postal Stationery Society! 

--The world's largest Postal Stationery Society-

;;... Award winning journal 6 times a year 

;;... Catalogs and Handbooks (20% discount to members) 

;;... Auctions of USA and possessions, and Sales Circuits of foreign stationery. 

Obtain application from 

1659 Branham Lane Suite F-307, San Jose CA 95118-2291 

or directly from our extensive website. 

WWW.UPSS.ORG 



CALIFORNIA 

Estate Collections Wanted 
 

Mark Baker 

P.O. Box 1210 
Pollock Pines, CA  95726-1210 

 
Phone:  (530) 647-9025 

 
Buying & Selling Stamps, Covers, Postcards, Old Deeds, 

Documents, Revenue Checks & Paper  
Ephemera; California & Nevada Photos 

 
Email:  mbcovers@directcon.net 

Website:  goldrushpaper.com 

CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 
 

Stanley M. Piller & Associates 
 

800 S. Broadway, Suite 201 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596 

(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA  94507) 
Phone:  (925) 938-8290 

Fax:  (925) 938-8812 
Email:  stmpdlr@aol.com 

Website:  www.smpiller.com 

MONO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

Covers Wanted for Personal Collection 
 

 
Michael A. Kent 

P.O. Box 2466 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA  92067 

 
 

Phone:  (760) 497-7348 
Email:  Michael.A.Kent@att.net 



SCHUYLER]. RUMSEY AUCTIONS IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE FOLLOWING 

IMPORTANT AUCTION TO BE HELD AT \VESTPEX 2018: 

The George J. !<ramer Collection of 

Western Trails and Routes 

'l'o lgent 

SAN 1'1\A~OISOO, 

Box 5150. CAL. 

This important auction features the George J. Kramer award-winning collection of Western Trails and 

Routes. The collection was fonned over the last 35 years with many unique and rare Western E xpress 

usages. We will hold this sale in conjunction with Westpex: 2018, April27-29. To receive a copy of the 

hardbound catalog for this specialized auction, please send $20. 

Please visit our website to view upcoming auctions and 
sale information: 

www .rumseyauctions.com 

email: smmsey@rumseyauctions.com 

Schuyler : 

Rumsey : 
Philatelic : • 
Auctions : 

• 

47 Kearny Street 
Suite 500 
San Francisco 
California 94108 
t: 415 781 5127 
f: 415 781 5128 
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