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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 

When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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As frontier days passed, 1878 brought efficient 
stagecoaching to Tucson.  The Old Pueblo was 
special.  No other city in Arizona Territory radiated 
out so many stage lines.  In the 1880s, stagecoachers 
Pedro Aguirre and Mariano Samaniego pieced 
together a network of some 560 miles.  Their 
coaches ran to Arivaca and Sasabe; to Nogales and 
Quijotoa; to Riverside and Mammoth; and to 
Sombreretillo and Altar, Mexico.   
 
Mail contractors Aguirre and Samaniego acted with 
conscience and empathy toward the public.  A 
devotion to service went beyond just making 
money.  The two brothers-in-law, after a brief fuss 
in 1878, divided Pima County.  Aguirre ran mail 
coaches south and west, while Samaniego headed 
north.  Both served isolated settlements with and 
without post offices.  Appropriately, each 
maintained major ranches within their realms, 
Aguirre at Buenos Ayres and Samaniego at Rillito 
and then Canada del Oro.  
 
Pedro Aguirre gained the first mail contract.  It ran 
southerly from Tucson to Arivaca and then west to 
Sasabe and the Mexican border.  Soon his stages ran 
to mining camps in the Mexican state of Sonora.  
Similarly, gold at Oro Blanco, south of Arivaca, and 
copper to the northeast drew his attention.  After 
eight years, cut rate bidding in 1886 retired Aguirre.   
But, beginning in 1891, Samaniego ran to Arivaca 
for 16 years. 
 
With 140 years of forgetfulness, we tend to think 
that after the Government awarded a mail contract, 
such that route and delivery became static.  Pedro 
Aguirre, Mariano Samaniego, and every other 
contractor knew otherwise. 
 
Equally questionable is “where.”  In the autumn of 
odd-numbered years, the U.S. Government issued 
lithographed maps plotting post offices and post 
routes.  Joe Cody graciously supplied copies from 
1883, 1884, 1885, 1889, and 1891.  If anyone 
knows of an 1887, kindly inform Joe Cody and 
myself. 

An examination of these five postal maps reveals 
peculiarities.  First, they were drawn on lithographic 
masters that showed major towns, railroads, post 
offices, and some geographic features.  The 1883 
map was singular, but 1884, 1885, 1889, and 1891 
used the same master.  None of them showed roads, 
and these maps bear the appearance that clerks 
merely connected dots between post offices. 
 
At their best, they show relationships between 
offices and frequencies of service that do not appear 
elsewhere.  At their worst, they are as the 1883 map 
that places the Pinal County Old Hat mining district 
too far south and in Pima County, when the Oracle 
and American Flag post offices had opened three 
years earlier in December 1880.  These maps need 
correction from newspaper accounts and stagecoach 
advertisements, just as those sources need 
verification against the maps. 
 
Sasabe:  U.S. Border Entryway. 
 
Tucson’s postal arrangements for its southwest 
focused on Mexico.  Wool, flour, citrus, tobacco, 
silver coin from the Hermosillo Mint, and other 
supplies were close at hand in Sonora and mail went 
along with such commerce.  Since 1776, an 
irregular, dangerous private system carried letters to 
and from distant Mexico City.  The Apaches often 
picked off isolated mail carriers, such as Epifanio 
Aguirre, who died at Sasabe.  Yet, the late 1870s 
brought erupting mining booms throughout southern 
Pima County.  Merchants and miners required 
letters and Pedro Aguirre brought them from 
Tucson, constantly adjusting U.S. mail routes to 
Arivaca and beyond (to be further detailed in a 
future article on Aguirre, focusing on Mexico).   
 
Letters and trade from Tucson did not follow the 
north-flowing Santa Cruz River south to Hermosil-
lo.  The marshy wetlands at the Nogales and 
predatory Apaches doomed this road in favor of a 
hard dry one further west.  Only a railroad from 
Guaymas in the early 1880s wrought permanent 
change to current roads. 

Pedro Aguirre’s Stagecoaching -  
Tucson to Sasabe via Arivaca, 1878-1886 

By Dr. Robert J. Chandler 
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 From the Old West to the Old World -  
An Arizona Territorial Cover Travels to England 

By Ted Kapnick 

 
On Monday  June 3, 1878, a letter left Picket Post, a 
thriving mill town in the 15 year-old Arizona 
Territory, not far from the highly successful Silver 
King mine.  It would take 26 days for it to reach 
Basingstoke, its destination in England (Figure 1 
cover).   
 

A Yank in England 
 
Basingstoke in 1878 was a developing commercial 
and industrial town of around 6,000 inhabitants.  
Located about 50 miles southwest of London in 
Hampshire, the city today is home to over 100,000 
and is the UK headquarters of Motorola, Sun Life 
Financial and Eli Lilly and Company, among others.  

Figure 1.  Front and back of cover sent from Picket Post, Arizona Territory on 
June 3, 1878 to Basingstoke, England.  It bears the only known manuscript Picket 
Post postmark and is also the earliest known postmark from this office.    
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Goldin City, K. T.   June 13, 1860 
 
Dear Sister 
 
We have at length arrived at the Rocky Mountains.  
We are all well.  We have all come through safe but 
we have bin 79 days on the road and I was very 
much surprised to find Golin City as large as it is   
Golin City is as large as Upper Alton there is not as 
many houses but there is a great deal more Business 
done hear.  I can buy clothing hear very cheap to 
what I expected.  There is plenty to eat hear and 
plenty to wear.  We are going to Start up into the 
Mountains to morrow I guess.  There is very 
favorable reports coming down from the mountains 
every day.  there is a great many People hear and 
there is a great excitement about gold but I can’t 
give any more true statements of it yet you may meet 
one man and he will tell you that there is gold hear 
by the peck and in five minutes you can meet another 
one and he will say it is all a humbug.  
 
When I write again I will try to give you the 
particulars.  Some say that Wages are 3 dollars and 
board and some say only 1.50.  The reason why I 

have not wrote before is because there was no Post 
Offices on the road and as man out hear has to be 
well of if he has many correspondents.  For it costs 
28 cents to mail a letter or to get one out of the 
office. 
 
They say there is a regular mail going to be started 
through the first of July and when that starts we can 
get letters For 3 cents.  The last letter that I got from 
you was at Ft. Kearney there is one at Denver You 
no I suppose and if there is one Then I will get it 
soon.  Still direct your letters to Denver City KT. 
 
and the next letter you write me let me know how the 
crops look and how you and the Irish and Robert 
Smith come out.  I all most forget to tell you that I 
have found old Joe Fountain and his family out hear 
they came out this spring three children is all dead 
but [???] Bill is in Oregan and the oldest girl is 
married and living in Missouri and Henry is with 
them.  They are going to try the mountains and if 
they can’t make money hear they are going to 
Oregon.  The old woman looks like an old owl and 
old Jo looks just like he did when he was at Jim 
Kings.  They are going over on the Arkansas we are 
going to Russles Gulch when we get there I will write 
again.  So nothing more at preasent only I remain 
the same old coon.    Solomon Wood 
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  

Contents of the Cover - “Goldin City, K.T.” 
By David F. New 
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Oakland Nov 16, 1854 
 
Dr. G.W. Scott 
Dear Sir, 
 
About two months since I wrote a short letter to 
you, but that letter was on the ill fated Yankee 
Blade so I fear the letter was lost.  I shall dictate 
this as if I had not written that. [The Yankee 
Blade, left San Francisco Sep 30, 1854 at 4:30 
PM bound for Panama.  She may have been in an 
unofficial race with another steamer, the Sonora, 
for a $5000 purse.  About 3:30PM the next 
afternoon (October 1st) she hit a rock near Point 
Arguello.  Weather conditions at the time were 
foggy.  She began to sink almost immediately.  
She was carrying at least 800 passengers with 
around 120 crew members.  There were at least 
15 deaths reported.  The ship was carrying 
$153,000 in gold specie as well as an unknown 
amount carried by the passengers.  Much of the 
specie was later recovered.  It appears the Yankee 
Blade was also carrying mail which most likely 
was lost.] 
 
A year ago last April I sent a power of Attorney 
to Alex Anderson the surveyor to sell and dispose 
of all my interest in lands in Dubuque County.  I 
have 48 acres on the outer city and an Interest in 

some School lands between the Lake and the 
Slue.  Since that time I have written several 
letters to him and have got no Answer at all.  I 
think very strange and more so since last March 
I saw an account of a sale of a piece of land 
(answering to the description of mine) by Cox & 
Co, published in one of the Dubuque papers. 
 
The paper said that the land was bid off by Mr. 
C. Gregouire at about $11 per acre.  I begin to 
feel very uneasy about it.  I really don’t know 
what to think. 
 
Now I wish you to put yourself to a little trouble 
for me, so far as to make a little enquiry into this 
matter and inform me about it as soon as 
possible.  I wish to know how the matter with 
regard to those lands stand there.  If you will do 
this for me I will endeavor to compensate you in 
any way you may Direct. 
 
I should very much prefer that Anderson should 
not know that I had addressed you upon the 
subject. 
 
At present my health is good.  My family enjoy 
good health.  We have two children John & a girl 
14 months old.  We have lost two in Cala.  I have 
been sick a very great deal with the inflammatory 

Contents of the Cover - San Francisco to Dubuque, Iowa 
By Jim Petersen 



CALIFORNIA 

Estate Collections Wanted 
 

Mark Baker 

P.O. Box 1210 
Pollock Pines, CA  95726-1210 

 
Phone:  (530) 647-9025 

 
Buying & Selling Stamps, Covers, Postcards, Old Deeds, 

Documents, Revenue Checks & Paper  
Ephemera; California & Nevada Photos 

 
Email:  mbcovers@directcon.net 

Website:  goldrushpaper.com 

CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS 

Buy or Sell 
 

Stanley M. Piller & Associates 
 

800 S. Broadway, Suite 201 
Walnut Creek, CA  94596 

(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA  94507) 
Phone:  (925) 938-8290 

Fax:  (925) 938-8812 
Email:  stmpdlr@aol.com 

Website:  www.smpiller.com 

MONO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

Covers Wanted for Personal Collection 
 

 
Michael A. Kent 

P.O. Box 2466 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA  92067 

 
 

Phone:  (760) 497-7348 
Email:  Michael.A.Kent@att.net 



Sold $18,000 April, 2011 

April, 2011 Sold $21,000 
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