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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price.
When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances.

Estimate $300,000-400,000
SOLD FOR $460,000

Estimate $40,000-50,000
SOLD FOR $132,250

Estimate $30,000-40,000
SOLD FOR $120,750

Estimate $30,000-40,000
SOLD FOR $149,500

Estimate $500,000-750,000
SOLD FOR $632,500

Estimate $200,000-300,000
SOLD FOR $299,000

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s
unmatched ability to present and promote sales.
When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make
sense to work with experienced professionals who know
the material and the market?

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM
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The United States & California Express Company
By Ken Stach

Figure 1. “Forwarded by the United States & California Express Company” red
handstamp on cover mailed from Philadelphia, via New York and Panama, to San
Francisco in April, 1851.

examples of the express marking are known, so
even this strike is a worthy acquisition, especially in
this unusual usage.” The same pair of covers, with
the same description, was sold in Siegel’s October
24, 2007 auction (Sale #944) as lot #2987.

Introduction:
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. had a cover
that intrigued me in their Sale #1171 (December 12,
2017). The item, Lot #169, was described as being
an express-carried folded cover (no contents) with a
light but discernable four-line handstamp in red on
its address panel reading “FORWARDED BY/THE/
UNITED STATES & CALIFORNIA/EXPRESS
COMPANY.” The full catalog description was
“Blurry strike of four-line handstamp in red on circa
1851 blue folded cover to ‘Capt. S. M. Sage of Ship
John N. Gosler, care of Messrs. Garwood Forst &
Co., San Francisco, Calafornia’, with interesting
notation ‘37 cts. Paid in full Morclay & Ball for A B
Miller & Co., P Booz’, receipt docketing ‘Devereux
Ap 24’, right side panels removed, minor edge
faults, accompanied by a second cover from the
same correspondence which was sent by mail, blue
‘Philada. Pa. Jun. 12’ circular datestamp, matching
‘40’ rate handstamp and red ‘PAID’ in frame, 1851
receipt docketing (the rate was reduced to only 6c
prepaid on July 1, 1851), Very Fine, only a few

I ended up purchasing the item and have since done
considerable research on the express itself, as well
as on all the associated notations on the cover. The
purpose of this article is to shed some light on this
little-known (and, as it turns out, very rare) express
and to amplify the additional information divulged
on the cover.
Figure 1 shows the actual cover, which you may
note looks slightly different from the scan on the
Siegel website.
As it turns out, the paper
indentations at top and bottom of the cover were
simply depressions that were due to a band having
been tightly applied to the stack of letters in which
the cover had at one time been contained. The
paper was all there. I simply straightened it out very
carefully with stamp tongs and reinforced it in place
with archival tape. Voila!
7
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Addendum to “Remnants of the SS Winfield Scott”
By James W. Milgram, M. D.

Figure 1. Cover (lacking contents) postmarked "NEW ORLEANS La. DEC
5" (1850) with matching red "STEAM 5" in circle addressed to New Orleans. The
two-line handstamp in red reads "STEAMSHIP WINFIELD SCOTT.”

President in 1852. There was a bust with his
likeness on the stern.

In the March 2018 issue of Western Express, Rick
Mingee presented a fascinating history of one of the
California steamers that used handstamps on mail.

The steamer was originally owned by Davis, Brooks
& Co. and transported passengers in the Atlantic
Ocean between New York and New Orleans. The
illustrated cover is from 1850, not 1851. The
vessel’s ownership was later transferred to the New
York and San Francisco Steamship Company
Line. It carried passengers from Panama City to
San Francisco in the Pacific Ocean. Ownership was
again transferred on July 8, 1853 to the Pacific Mail
Steamship Co., which company owned it at the time
it was wrecked.

This marking is listed as M-1461 in my book Vessel
-Named Markings on United States Inland and
Ocean Waterways 1810-1890, published by the
Collectors Club of Chicago.
However, I have also published several supplements
in The Postal History Journal and in that I described
the cover WS-1 in Mr. Mingee's Appendix I.
The cover, shown as Figure 1 at the top of this page,
bears a New Orleans postmark and is marked
STEAM 5 with address to New Orleans. The red
two-line handstamp marking reads “STEAMSHIP
WINFIELD SCOTT,” not “STEAMER,” as is the
case with all the other known Winfield Scott carried
covers.

So WS-2 is the earliest known usage of the second
postmark M-1461. I gave the earlier marking the
number M-1461A.
∞§∞§∞§∞§∞

One needs to understand the history of the vessel. It
was built by Westervelt & MacKay in New York
and was launched October 27, 1850. The vessel
was named for General Winfield Scott, who ran for
24
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Indian Uprisings in Minnesota
By James W. Milgram, M.D.

Figure 1. Map of the Minnesota in 1862 showing sites of Indian villages and battles along the Minnesota River.

There had been Indian unrest in Minnesota before
the Civil War, but the absence of the fighting men
from the state during the war encouraged certain
groups of discontented Indians to commit atrocities
against the White settlers. While the 1862 uprising
was the largest and is the best known today, there
were actually raids and killings for several years
afterwards, including 1865.

Most of the Indian attacks in 1862 took place during
the second half of August and during the month of
September, including attacks on Forts Ridgely
(Minnesota) and Abercrombie (Dakota Territory).
The writer possesses three outstanding letters which
describe different events including two of the
famous massacres: the Baker Massacre in 1862 and
the Stewart Massacre in 1865.

The map in Figure 1 shows the towns along the
Minnesota River and the many sites of Indian
villages (circles) and battles (triangles) in 1862.
Fort Ridgely is in the center. The Mississippi River
is shown at the top right and was not the site of any
actions.

Winnebago City Min Sept 8/62
My dear Father
…You have doubtless heard through the
papers of the Indian trouble in this lovely
25
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The Maiden Voyages of California and Tennessee Around The Horn
By James Baird
Western Cover Society. The story is told far more
exhaustively in John Kemble's "The Panama Route
1848-1869". Every postal historian interested in the
western mails carried over ocean [and land] routes
should have both of these books in their library.

In pages that follow, readers will find the first of a
number of articles I hope to write for the Western
Express concentrating on coastal mails carried by
steamships over Pacific Ocean waters in the period
1840 to 1865. I intend to include mails embracing
carriage along the western coasts of North, Central
and South America from the Strait of Magellan to
Vancouver Island and British Columbia. I will try
to skirt subjects that have been dealt with so ably by
others; Walske and Winter come to mind. Of
course, the central roles of Panama, San Francisco
and Oregon's Columbia River will also have to be
discussed...if I live long enough.
*

*

Because my story here builds on the early Panama
Route, it will serve my purpose to pick out a few of
the facts surrounding its early history. I will keep
my discussion brief, because I know that most
collectors care not one whit about American history
and the historical foundations of the US Postal
Service.
On March 3, 1847, Congress enacted legislation
which instructed the Secretary of the Navy to
advertise and subsequently contract with American
business interests to carry the United States mail by
one line of steamers between New York and
Chagres, and by a second line between Panama and
Astoria, Oregon. The contract for the Atlantic side
called for the construction and operation of five
steamers of fifteen hundred tons burden, to ply
between New York and New Orleans twice a
month, touching at Charleston, Savannah, and
Havana, thence to Chagres and back. The Pacific
line contract required the construction of three
steamers, two of not less than one thousand tons,
and the other of six hundred tons. The contract for
the Atlantic Service was popularly known as the
Sloo contract; and that for the Pacific service, the
Harris contract.

*

The history of America's development of a national
steam marine on the Atlantic Ocean in the
nineteenth century was largely one of opportunity
lost. The United States was, of course, the home of
Robert Fulton, the man, who made practicable
steam-driven watercraft; and by the 1820's there
were more steamboats running up and down the
Mississippi River than all of those in the rest of the
world combined. However, steamships under the
American flag failed to prosper on the trans-Atlantic
and other ocean routes. Although a number of
factors contributed to the failure to capitalize on an
early start, the shortsightedness of Congress and its
absolute power in overseeing the Post Office
operational expenditures had much to do with this.
Government support of mail contracts and other
subsidies were the life-blood of the entrepreneurial
efforts undertaken first by Englishmen and
subsequently those of other European nations. The
capital and operational costs of inefficient coal-fired
sidewheel steamships simply exceeded passenger
and freight revenues without government mail
subsidies.

I won't go into the details here, but both contracts
were assigned to men of wealth who established the
US Mail Steamship Company (USMSC) to run on
the Atlantic side; and the Pacific Mail Steamship
Company (PMSC) to run on the West Coast. The
aforementioned Act also committed the funds which
were foreseen to be needed to support through mail
service from New York to San Francisco; and also
to Astoria on a separate route between it and San
Francisco. The mail contracts would run for ten
years and cost an estimated $429,000 per annum;
$230,00 to USMSC and $199,000 to PMSC. The
rather odd circumstance that mail contracts were

The story of the establishment of routes between
New York and Chagres, across the Isthmus of
Panama, and then from Panama City to San
Francisco, is touched upon by the wonderful volume
by Walske/Frajola entitled "Mails of the Westward
Expansion 1803 to 1861", a publication of the
32
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Wells, Fargo & Co. Franks - A Sample of People Who Received Them
By Peter M. Stonebraker, PhD
There have been numerous articles and books
published discussing people within the western
express businesses, including famous agents, leaders
and express men, but little about the people who
received letters. (1) Wells Fargo’s green mail boxes
were more popular than the US Post Office’s red
boxes. For example, they encouraged the Chinese
immigrant business by providing Chinese
interpreters in their San Francisco office, Chinese
business directories written in their native language,
and an express service to China starting in 1869.

have been Rumsey auctions, eBay, and various
dealers like Stanley Piller, Triple S, William Langs,
CompuStamps—Gary DuBro, and others. Covers
to the addressees listed below show up often at the
dealers noted above and are available to collectors.
1.) Lemorne, Froment and Company’s San Jose
store provided San Jose settlers with dry goods from
the East. Many covers are available on eBay.
2.) J. C. Meussdorffer established San Francisco’s
first hat factory. There were hundreds, if not
thousands of covers sent to him, many by the same
people. Covers addressed to him are available on
eBay. I did find a cover sent to him in San
Francisco by Wells Fargo and Co. from Victoria,
BC, with a 2¢ black Scott #73, a 5¢ brown Scott
#76, plus a Vancouver Island 5¢ rose on a U59
postal envelope for $950 (April 2014 Rumsey
auction). At times, 5-7% of the Wells Fargo covers
listed on eBay are addressed to Muessdorffer.

The San Francisco fire of 1906 destroyed significant
numbers of covers, including much of San
Francisco’s early Wells Fargo postal history. A few
San Francisco individuals’ covers survived. Add in
covers sent to other cities that survived time, there is
a significant collection base.
If one looks closely through eBay’s “Wells Fargo
Covers”, Schuyler Rumsey’s and Siegel’s auction
catalogues, and other western postal history
vendors’ inventories, many people can be found as
the addressees of the covers. I have listed nine
addressees below that show up frequently in
auctions, on the internet, and at trade shows.

3.) Samuel Hill was a representative for “Florence
Sewing Machines” in San Francisco. In this more
formal agent position, on some covers, he was often
addressed as “Esquire.” (2) There are a significant
number of old covers at auction and on eBay
addressed to Hill.

Merchants often catalogued orders and correspondence for future reference. But, their filing systems
were paper stored in wood filing cabinets; thus,
many were lost in fires.

4.) Antonio Daneri was a San Francisco resident
who received a lot of letters, many of which can be
found on eBay or at auction.

To most experienced postal history collectors, the
value of a given cover is based on its scarceness.
Most rare covers are sold at auction, because rarity
can be determined. Examples are all Pony Express
covers, covers associated with Penny Post, rare
express companies where only a few covers are
known to exist, or from a post office where only a
hand full of covers were mailed. Rare covers
occasionally show up on eBay (steamer and Pony
Express). Statements like scarce or rare are more
difficult to trust on eBay. None of the covers
exhibited here in this paper would be considered
rare, even though there have been rare covers
addressed to these individuals. My cover sources

5.) D. Marks and Co. did business in Roseburg,
Oregon and covers addressed to them are
occasionally available on eBay and at auction.
6.) S. W. Collins (Savery Wing Collins) is thought
to have been a San Francisco merchant. Five covers
addressed to him were sold at the July 27, 2018
George J. Kramer postal history auction, conducted
by Schuyler Rumsey. An Adams and Co. Express
sold for $3250, with a Hogan and Co. express
selling for over $1400. The other three sold for a
few hundred dollars each.

37

MONO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

Estate Collections Wanted
Mark Baker

Covers Wanted for Personal Collection

P.O. Box 1210
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-1210

Michael A. Kent

Phone: (530) 647-9025
Buying & Selling Stamps, Covers, Postcards, Old Deeds,
Documents, Revenue Checks & Paper
Ephemera; California & Nevada Photos

P.O. Box 2466
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067
Phone: (760) 497-7348
Email: Michael.A.Kent@att.net

Email: mbcovers@directcon.net
Website: goldrushpaper.com

CLASSIC STAMPS AND COVERS

Buy or Sell
Stanley M. Piller & Associates
800 S. Broadway, Suite 201
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA 94507)
Phone: (925) 938-8290
Fax: (925) 938-8812
Email: stmpdlr@aol.com
Website: www.smpiller.com
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Sold $4,250
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