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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Michael Perlman 
 
Hello!  WESTPEX 2019 is now in our rear view 
mirror.  For those of you who were unable to attend, 
the show was terrific.  It was the perfect weekend to 
see old friends and attend philatelic presentations.  
While it was nice seeing everyone, there was one 
conspicuous absence.  Our former President/Vice 
President/Secretary/Treasurer Bob Chandler passed 
away this March.  For those of you who knew Bob, 
you were fortunate to be acquainted with an 
unassuming philatelic historian with a vast 
knowledge that he was always willing to share with 
everyone.  The nature of this hobby seems to be that 
we are continually mourning those who are no 
longer with us.  This one is stings.  On a happy note, 
Larry Maddux will be succeeding Bob on the Board 
of Directors.  Larry has some serious shoes to fill. 
 
Our Annual Western Cover Society Board of 
Directors Meeting was held Friday, April 26th.  A 
number of topics were covered but one in particular 
needs to be addressed.  We currently have 19 
members who are receiving the Western Express 
who have NOT yet remitted their 2019 dues.  Please 
remember that we are an organization with a 
phenomenal journal that requires membership for its 
continued publication.  If you are one of the 19, 
please consider remitting your payment.   
 
Speaking of the Western Express, this issue and the 
prior two issues were given “perfect binding”.  
Rather than folded paper, the journals were bound 
as single pages.  Last year, David New paid for this 
year’s “perfect” binding.  The cost is not excessive 
and many members have mentioned how much they 
prefer the upgrade.  In our Director’s Meeting we 
voted to continue the practice. 
 
I am thrilled to announce that the Western Cover 
Society has been presented Larry Lyon’s personal 
reference file of western express covers auctioned 
over the past 75+ years.  The entire holding is now 
available on the Western Cover Society’s website.  
It does require membership to view and retrieve the 
information.  The file is immense with over 25,000 
pages scanned.  I would like to thank Scott Prior and 
Ken Stach for doing the ugly job of scanning in all 
those pages. 

I would like to mention this year’s award winners.  
Bob Chandler posthumously won the coveted “Basil 
C. Pearce Award for Best Article of the Year” with 
his article “Pedro Aguirre’s Stagecoaching, Tucson 
to Sasabe via Arivaca, 1878-1886”.  Ken Stach was 
voted unanimously (excluding his non-vote) for the 
Oscar M. Thomas Award for his outstanding service 
to the Western Cover Society.  I am thrilled with 
both of the recipients.  You would be hard-pressed 
to suggest two members who have done more for 
the Western Cover Society. 

The “Basil C. Pearce Award” for most outstanding 
article of the prior year was awarded posthumously to 
Dr. Robert J. Chandler.  This plaque in his honor was 
mailed after WESTPEX to Bob’s wife, Sue Chandler.   

Scott Prior, (left) WCS Secretary, presents the “Oscar 
M. Thomas Award for Meritorious Service to the 
Western Cover Society” to Editor Ken Stach (right).   
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Robert J. Chandler, Western Cover Society member 
#1030, lost his ten-year battle with prostate cancer 
on March 13, 2019.  Bob was born July 31, 1942, at 
Ft. Douglas, Utah where his father served as an 
Army officer.  Later, during WWII, Bob lived in 
Washington, DC while his father served at the 
Pentagon.  Moving to Hawaii in 1960, Bob attended 
the University of Hawaii and then transferred to 
Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, where he 
earned a B.A. degree.  His Ph.D. in history from the 
University of California at Riverside was earned 
after 13 years of study.  Upon graduation in 1978, 
he landed a job in the recently formed history 
department at Wells, Fargo Bank in San Francisco.  
There he served as a senior research historian until 
his retirement in 2010.   
 
It was fortunate for Bob (and WCS) that his first 
boss was Basil C. Pearce, who mentored Bob in 
postal history.  So too did Wells Fargo division 
manager Robert D. Livingston.  Owing to Bob’s 
writing skills, he quickly became “editor” for 
Livingston’s numerous Wells, Fargo postal history 
articles, thus furthering Bob’s interest in this 
subject.  Bob also became interested in the history 
of the banking side of Wells, Fargo and he 
familiarized himself with their historical records.   
Bob was frequently able to weave this aspect into 
his many express articles.  Bob’s other interests 

included stage coaching, mining and western U.S. 
history.    He was also an acclaimed expert on 
California in the Civil War and on San Francisco.   
 
Bob Chandler has been the most prolific contributor 
to Western Express, having authored 49 articles, co-
authored three more, and written three book 
reviews.  He still has six additional articles in the 
pipeline, so we’ll continue to hear from Bob over 
the next few years.   Bob was the only WCS 
member to have served in all four WCS offices:  
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  
Besides the WCS, Bob was active in E. Clampus 
Vitus, The Book Club of California (Bob was editor 
for 19 years), The Westerners, and Toastmasters.  In 
most of these societies, he held office and published 
additional articles.  He was also on the Board of 
Directors of the San Ramon Museum.  They will be 
getting many of Bob’s relevant artifacts.  Bob has 
donated most of his 19th century document and 
manuscript collection to the California State Library 
in Sacramento.   
 
Bob leaves Sue, his wife of 44 years, and children 
Kathleen, Becky and Robert.  Bob will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him, not only for his sense 
of humor, liberally injected into his articles, but also 
from his wealth of knowledge and his willingness to 
serve as a mentor to others. 

In Memoriam - Dr. Robert J. Chandler (WCS #1030) 
By Scott W. Prior 

Always one to interject a little 
humor into any situation, Bob 
helped to man the WCS booth 
at WESTPEX in 2018 sporting 
a tophat.   
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National boarders do not stop miners.  By 1880, 
Americans, who swarmed in Southern Pima County, 
Arizona, just kept going south.  They entered a 
country where experts had opened hardrock mines 
at least a century previously.  When Pedro Aguirre 
received his mail contracts in 1878, the Aguirres 
had been running stagecoaches off and on between 
Altar, Sonora, and Tucson, Arizona Territory, for a 
decade.  In the 1880s, Pedro Aguirre and his 
competitors raced over this familiar route, branching 
off to new locales when new gold and silver strikes 
in Sonora required them.   

Figure 1.  Pedro Aguirre’s Express frank 
deliberately, distinctly, and directly informed all 
that he delivered letters to and from Sonora, 
Mexico. 

 
 
Beyond Arivaca:  Arizona’s Altar Valley 
Gateway to Mexico. 
 
The road west from Arivaca to Altar, Mexico, led 
through a mountain pass into Arizona’s Altar 
Valley.  From 1870 to 1915, this valley held two 
sites for post offices and customs houses seven 
miles apart.  Confusion rises in that both at various 
times carried the same name “Sasabe.”  The 
Aguirres were at the central “Sasabe,” the site of 
Sasabi Flat-Providence Wells-Buena Vista.  The 
Providence Wells post office at the location of 
Buenos Ayres shut down on October 21, 1878.  
Then the favored site seems to have been seven 
miles to the southwest on the border.  In 1890 it 
carried the name “La Osa; in 1905, “Sasabe.”  In 
1879, it bore a name that drives postal historians 
loco. 
 

Figure 2.  Majestic 7730-foot Baboquivari Peak 
dominates southeastern Pima County. Nearby 
Epifanio Aguirre’s Peak rises over the Altar Valley. 
(Stewart M. Green photograph, on line.)   

 
 
El Poso, an Altar Valley Border Transfer 
Point No One Can Find.    
 
We know its name.  We know its postmaster.  We 
know it is the successor to the post office at Sasabi 
Flat-Providence Wells.  We know it connected 
Tucson with the Mexican postal system.  That is all.  
 
John and Lillian Theobald merely record El Poso 
(“The Well”) in Arizona Territory Post Offices & 
Postmasters (1961), while Byrd Howell Granger has 
no idea where it is in her splendid Arizona Names: 
X Marks the Place (1983).  She thinks Pima County, 
but suggests Yuma County.  In 1882, the Post 
Office Department wrote the name as “El Paso,” but 
Granger lists no “El Paso” anywhere in Arizona.   
Alan Patera and John Gallagher, Arizona Post 
Offices (1988), have no location, but add that Tubac, 
on the Nogales road to Mexico, was its successor 
office. 
 

Sonora Calls: Pedro Aguirre Runs Stagecoaches to Mexico, 1880-1882 
By Dr. Robert J. Chandler 
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 

When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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When I published my book American Illustrated 
Letter Stationery 1819-1899, one of the chapters 
lists all the known California lettersheets that were 
produced for the gold miners.  Some of these were 
published later in the 1860s, but most are 
productions of the early and mid-1850s.  I had never 
heard of any lettersheets from Hawaii.  So, I was 
surprised when a friend of mine, Carl Volz, located 
a letter from Honolulu in 1868, which depicted a 
Map of the Hawaiian Islands.  Evidently, this is the 
only Hawaiian design of a lettersheet that has been 
recorded.  It is shown in full, the first of four pages, 
in Figure 1, with Figure 2 being just the picture.  
Unfortunately, there was no envelope. 

Hawaiian Illustrated Letter Stationery from 1868 
By James W. Milgram, M. D. 

Figure 1 (left).  Illustrated lettersheet datelined 
“Honolulu  May 17, 1868” (greatly reduced in size). 
 
 
Figure 2 (below).  The illustration portion of the 
lettersheet, shown actual size.   
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What was it like to be one of the first to move your 
family to the eastern slopes of the Sierras?  Why did 
you come?  How did opportunities change over the 
years?  Very few early letters survive from the 
eastern slopes of the Sierras, particularly which 
provide insight into family life.  Written by one of 
the few women at the time living in what is now 
Nevada, the Clarissa Wade letter is virtually unique 
in that regard.  Wagon trains to the west took five 
months to reach Carson Valley from Indiana, 
travelling at 20 miles per day, more or less.  Carson 
Valley, just southeast of Lake Tahoe, was on the 
main road to California.  Clarissa’s letter (Figures 1 
and 2) is as follows: 
 
 

“Carson Valley Nov 12 1854 
 
Mr. Bryant Sir.  We received your letter written 
just before you started for Oregon.  Lasarus G. 
Barkley is living with us.  He also received your 

letter written when you arrived at your brothers.  
William and Lad wish me to tender you their 
thanks for your letters and also their apologies 
for not answering them.  They are mining the 
East-fork of the Carson river.  Lad, William, 
Orville, and Andrew Wade, another brother that 
has come through this summer are mining in 
company.  They were the first Co. in the river at 
work.  They have done pretty well since they got 
to work, but, have been unfortunate.  They had 
about $500 stole out of their house.  It was 
buried safe as they supposed.  Wm was at home a 
week taking care of his crops.  An old fella came 
there pretending to be prospecting but had no 
tools.  He lounged around several days.  The 
boys did not like his looks but they were young 
and unacquainted with the ways of the world and 
did not send him off as William would have done.  
He left very abruptly while the boys were out at 
work, yet they never thought to look after the 
money for several days and when they did look 
behold it was all gone purse and all.  All their 
efforts to find the thief has thus far been 
unavailing.  He was a stranger and probably 
went directly to Cal. and will not be heard of 
again.  It was hard but they will have to make the 

The Wades of Carson Valley, Nevada, 1854 to 1890 
By Gordon L. Nelson, Ph.D. 

Figure 1.  Clarissa Wade folded letter postmarked Placerville 
Cal (integral “5” rate) November 25 (1854).   

Figure 2.  Dateline from the first page of Clarissa 
Wade’s three-page folded letter.  
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