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 President’s Message 
Submitted by Michael Perlman 
 
Hello.  I hope everyone has had a great summer.  I 
can tell you that some of you are going to have an 
exciting fall.  The auction schedule for this fall is 
one of the fattest groupings of rare items that I’ve 
seen in my 27 years of collecting.  There are at least 
three major auctions of postal history scheduled for 
this fall.  And, fortunately for us, all of these 
collections should have amazing western postal 
history.   
 
On September 25th, Siegel Auction Galleries will 
be auctioning the award winning George Kramer 
collection of Pony Express covers.  George is a 
board member of the Western Cover Society and 
has shown his exhibit previously at Westpex.  
George’s collection was assembled for over three 
decades and contains many of the most important 
Pony Express covers in existence.  I hope all of you 
have been saving up for this one, because sales like 
this this are once in a generation. 
 
On October 29th, Siegel Auction Galleries has 
scheduled the William Gross Postal History 
Collection.  I’ve been told that it is 600 lots of major 
pieces of US postal history.  Scott Trepel has 
personally stated that “this is the greatest US postal 
history sale…ever”.  That’s quite a statement from a 
guy who knows his postal history.  This will be one 
sale to remember. 
 
In November, H. R. Harmer will auction Part 2 of 
the Erivan Haub collection.  At one point, Mr. Haub 
was the largest holder of Pony Express covers.  His 
love for western postal history was evident at the 
June 22nd sale of Part 1 of the collection.  I do not 
know what is slotted for this auction, but I expect 
many key western covers to be included. 
 
On top of auctions, I would like to remind everyone 
to access the Western Cover Society’s website.  It 
contains all of our prior issues of the Western 
Express.  There are additional articles and 
collections to view.  If you wish to add your 
collection to the website, please contact me at:  
greenstampcollector@hotmail.com. 
 
 

Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 
A few weeks ago my wife, Ellen, and I drove up to 
Northern California to poke around some of the old 
ghost town camps of Plumas, Sierra and Yuba 
Counties.  We also did some research at the 
Berkeley and Stanford libraries for future Western 
Express articles.  We took Sue Chandler (Dr. Robert 
Chandler’s wife) to lunch and had a nice visit with 
her.  While walking to the site of Gibsonville, now 
within a pine forest, we saw a funny looking dog up 
ahead of us, but on closer inspection we realized it 
was not a dog...rather, it was baby bear.  When 
mama bear came into view a few seconds later, we 
decided we would skip visiting the site of 
Gibsonville this time around!  We found the site of 
Onion Valley quite interesting, with square nails 
marking the sites where its former buildings had 
stood.  Only three rock foundation walls remain of 
the old hotel, which may have been next to the 
Davis & Brothers store.  Look for more in an 
upcoming Western Express article on five early 
California Davis expresses. 
 
New Members:   
 
Steven King #1579 
Lake Oswego, Oregon 
 
Steven collects Oregon, Washington and California 
expos, stamps and postcards. 
 
David Sonnet #1580 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 
 
Rejoined Former Members: 
 
Glenn Mason #1477 
Portland, Oregon 
 
John D. Bowman 
Corpus Christi, Texas #1322 
 
John has rather eclectic collecting interests 
including eastern locals and independent mails, city 
carrier covers, 19th century state revenues of 
California, Nevada and Oregon, and match and 
medicine revenues. 
 



4 

Western Express   September, 2019 

  



5 

Western Express   September, 2019 

 

The short-lived California Pacific Railroad knows 
oblivion rather than fame, but for a few years it 
challenged the Central Pacific as the “Cal-P” linked 
Sacramento to San Francisco Bay by rail instead of 
river.  Its most lasting legacy?  It placed a simple 
railroad town on the map:  Davis, site of the 
University of California’s famous agricultural 
campus. 
 
The Salt Water Link in the Transcontinental 
Railroad - Yolo and Solano Counties 
  
In 2019, America will celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the binding of our nation by iron with 
the Golden Spike in Promontory Point, Utah.  While 
we think of the transcontinental railroad as linking 
the east to the salty Pacific, it actually sprang forth 
in 1863 from the levee adjacent the fresh water 
Sacramento River, nearly 60 miles by land or 100 
miles by river from salt water.  The rail connection 
to the Pacific was first filled by Central Pacific’s 
circuitous route through Niles Canyon to Oakland 
but was shortly supplanted by a more direct route 
funded by different investors, the California Pacific 
Railroad.  The more direct route became the final 
link, filled in with the 1870 completion of a rail 
bridge over the Sacramento River.  The focus of this 
article is this final link that most directly connected 
the transcontinental rail to a true Pacific port and 
continues to serve as the final 70 miles of Union 

Pacific’s main line from Omaha to Oakland.  As the 
California Pacific Railroad built east from Vallejo in 
1868 and 1869, it gave birth to new communities, 
spurred additional rail construction, changed trade 
flows, opened fertile land to agriculture, spawned a 
major research institution, and left a trail of postal 
history.  
   
Construction of the California Pacific 
 
We begin with the California Pacific Railroad’s 
construction.  Incorporated on January 10, 1865, it 
was the successor to the 1857 San Francisco & 
Marysville Rail Road Company, which similarly 
proposed to build from Vallejo to Marysville to take 
mining supplies up the line and bring agricultural 
products down the line.  Of its seven directors, one 
came from Vallejo, two from San Francisco, and 
four from Marysville.  One officer of note was Dr. 
De Witt Clinton Rice, a San Franciscan, who made 
a fortune with the Redington Drug Company, and 
served as president from January 1867 through June 
1870, shortly before his death.  Another director of 
note was De Witt Clinton Haskin of Vallejo, 
Contractor and General Manager from 1866 until 
his resignation in August 1870.  Haskin brilliantly 
put $2 million of the proposed $3.5 million capital 
with New York financiers, letting the California 
Pacific avoid pubic funding or a levy on towns 
wishing a railroad. (1)(2)(3) 

The California Pacific Railroad:  The Final Transcontinental Link 
By Ryan Baum and Dr. Robert J. Chandler 

Figure 1.  The handsome 1870 engine “D.C. Haskin,” symbolizes the proud, entrepreneurial 
California Pacific. (1) 
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Figure 2.  An 1870 advertisement trumpets all of the 
California Pacific’s advantages over the Central 
Pacific. 

 
The railroad planned a route from South Vallejo to 
Sacramento with a branch at the Jerome Davis 
Ranch that would go north to Woodland and then on 
to Marysville.  Its line deviated from the stage route 
from Sacramento to Vallejo.  The plan was from its 
salt water terminal at South Vallejo, the California 
Pacific would have stops at towns including Suisun, 
Vaca Station, Batavia, Davisville, and Sacramento.  
The planned stations ranged from the older existing 
towns to new towns developed because of the 
railroad.  Sacramento dated to 1839, with John 
Sutter’s New Helvetia; Vallejo and Suisun were 
early 1850s settlements; in 1868, the railroad 
birthed Vaca Station, Batavia, Dixon, and what 
would become Davis.  For postal historians, most of 
the surviving early covers from this route went to 
San Francisco commission merchants to move 
Solano and Yolo County produce. 

 
Although not as daunting as the granite tunnels in 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains, California Pacific’s 
construction faced many challenges as it crossed 
marsh and fields.  After wet weather, grading began 
in earnest in 1867, but the long arrival of English 
rail iron delayed track laying until April 1868.  In 
early May, 330 men and 100 teams approached 
Jamison Canyon, while on June 21, John Caddy & 
Co., a nationally-known bridge-building company, 
finished the Vallejo wharf.  Some 50 feet wide, the 
wharf extended 400 feet out into deep water.  With 
the marine terminal in place, the company could 
focus solely on its track extension. 
 
Later in May, the tracks reached Summit Station, at 
300 feet, the highest point on the line, and 
Bridgeport, five miles from Suisun, by early June.  

Figure 3.  A California Pacific Schedule, Passenger 
and Freight, from July 1869. (Pacific Coast 
Travelers Guide) (95) 
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