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 Secretary’s Report 
Submitted by Scott Prior 
 
New Members:   
 
Charles Epting, #1585 
New York, NY 
 
Shing Yin Khor, #1584 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
David Hocke, #1583 
Paton, Iowa 
 
Taylor Bear, #1582 
Cleveland, TN 
 
SESCAL:   
 
Two WCS members gave talks at the 2019 
SESCAL show.  WCS Director Fred Gregory gave a 
presentation titled – Volcano Road – Post Offices 
and Postal History Across Kilauea.  WCS Secretary 
Scott Prior presented – Expressing with Sam 
Langton at the USPCS meeting.  Both presentations 
were attended by a discriminating audience.  The 
latter slide show has been posted on our website 
under the new tab “Presentations”.  It is hoped that 
other members will submit their slide show 
presentations to our webmaster for posting on our 
website. 
 
The show had relatively few express covers this 
year and most of the ones there had been there 
before.  The express cover highlights of the Rumsey 
auction were the 25c red Virginia City pony cover 
($6750, hammer) and the Sale & Barber’s 
Humboldt express cover ($2800 hammer).  WCS 
member Jim Blaine has recently told me about the 
discovery of the Sale & Barber cover in a shed in 
Quincy, California in the early 1940’s.  I hope we 
can encourage Jim to write up his other stories about 
other amazing western cover discoveries. 
 
At SESCAL, I spoke to the H. R. Harmer folks.  
Their upcoming Erivan Haub sale (December 10, 
2019) will have six pony express covers.  It is their 
present plan, subject to change, to sell all of Haub’s 
Western material in a single sale sometime in 2021.  
Watch for it. 

SESCAL Awards to WCS Members: 
 
Member Michael Mahler (WCS # 1123) was very 
busy and very successful.  For his exhibit New York 
Stamp Taxes on Bonds, 1910-1920, he won a Large 
Gold and the George Bennett Memorial Reserve 
Grand Award.  He won a Large Gold and was 
awarded the Single Frame Grand Award for Thar 
She Blows!  U.S. Whaling Fiscal History of the Civil 
War Era and he won the Single Frame Reserve 
Grand Award for California Blues.  The Iconic 1857 
“Gold Rush Revenues”.  He won a Large Gold for 
Ghosts of the Glory Trail: Nevada Fiscal History 
1863-1873, A Geographical Analysis. 

WCS Director, Fred Gregory, shown giving his 
presentation at SESCAL entitled Volcano Road—the 
Post Offices and Postal History Across Kilauea.   

WCS Secretary, Scott Prior, presents Expressing with 
Sam Langton at the USPCS meeting held during 
SESCAL.   
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Les Lanphear (WCS # 1231) was similarly 
successful.  He won a Large Gold and was awarded 
both the Federation Grand Award and the American 
Philatelic Congress Award for United States Penalty 
Clause Mail: The Classic Period 1877-1909. He 
won another Large Gold and the Postal History 
Society Award for his exhibit on New South Wales 
Penalty Clause Mail 1898-1902. 
 
Richard Malmgren (WCS # 1388) won a Large 
Gold and the Epilogue Excellence Award from the 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors for 
his Hawaii Postal Cards exhibit. 
 
Clyde Homen (WCS # 1466) won a Gold medal for 
Companhia de Mocambique, The Waterlow Issues 
1918-1940. 
 
WCS director Fred Gregory (WCS # 904) exhibited 
Opening of the Transcontinental Railroad and it 
was a Court of Honor Exhibit. 
 
Congratulations to all.  Very well done. 
 
Robert A. Siegel galleries:  Siegel’s Mr. Corey 
Long has approved our request to place our 
society’s information on their website under their 
“Research” tab.  Look for it soon. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Ryan Baum 
 
As the days grow shorter and cooler, this is a perfect 
time of year to be inside and reflect on our 
collections and research some of the questions we 
have not had a chance to investigate.  If you agree 
and plan to use some of the upcoming darker days 
for reflection and research, I would encourage you 
to share your findings through an article submission 
to our editor, Ken Stach.  No doubt your research 
and findings will add to our community’s general 
knowledge.  I assure you that fellow members will 
enjoy reading your research. 
 
On a similar note I had the pleasure of meeting a 
fellow Western Cover Society member at a local 
stamp convention in early November.  We spent a 
couple of hours discussing express covers and 
giving each other pointers and advice.  We are now 

making plans for a future get together to share more 
of our collections. 
 
In addition to enjoying cover collecting, I have the 
honor of serving as your Treasurer.  I am pleased to 
report that our association’s financials remain 
strong.  We continue to cover our publication 
expenses through our dues.  Looking ahead to year-
end I will begin dues renewal notices in early 
December.  To save postage, this year I will first 
send an email solicitation after Thanksgiving.  I will 
then follow up in mid-December with a second 
email.  I will then follow up with printed renewal 
notices in late December followed by a second 
printed notice in late January.  If you have a 
question about your membership status, feel free to 
email me at ccdollar@hotmail.com .  
 
 
Editor’s Message 
Submitted by Ken Stach 
 
Winter promises to be a long and tough one, based 
on early results here in the northern plains, as I write 
this in mid-November.   But, I’ve always tried to 
live by the old saying “every dark cloud has a silver 
lining.”  Thus, the long winter months can be a good 
time to spend working on hobbies.  Hopefully, a few 
of you will take “pen in hand” (OK, more like 
“keyboard in front of computer”) and write up your 
favorite subject pertaining to western postal history.  
We can always use some new authors for our 
articles.   
 
Personally, I have roughly five of the smaller 
express companies that I hope to write up over the 
course of this winter.  Additionally, you will note 
that this issue contains the second part of my seven 
article series on the Black Hills (South Dakota) 
express companies.   
 
We’re also very fortunate in this issue to have two 
nice articles by returning authors:  James Baird 
provides great information on the Pacific Steam 
Navigation Company, including numerous sailing 
tables; and Bruce H. Mosher gives us an overview 
of the express companies on the Union Pacific and 
Kansas Pacific Railways.  Enjoy! 
 

∞§∞§∞§∞§∞  
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You get one chance to sell your collection for the highest price. 

When you sell through Siegel, you take no chances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $300,000-400,000 
SOLD FOR $460,000 

Estimate  $40,000-50,000 
SOLD FOR $132,250 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $120,750 

 

Estimate  $30,000-40,000 
SOLD FOR $149,500 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estimate  $500,000-750,000 

SOLD FOR $632,500 
Estimate  $200,000-300,000 

SOLD FOR $299,000 
 

The spectacular realizations for Pony Express covers 
sold through Siegel auctions are evidence of our firm’s 
unmatched ability to present and promote sales. 

When you decide to sell your collection, doesn’t it make 
sense to work with experienced professionals who know 
the material and the market? 

 
 

 
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC. 

 

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • (212) 753-6421 • SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM 
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The September, 2018 issue of Western Express 
contained my article entitled “The Maiden Voyages 
of California and Tennessee Around the Horn.”  In 
that issue, I expressed my intention to write 
additional articles regarding the role played by 
steamboats and steamships in the development of 
western US mail routes.  This article is another in 
that series.   
 
Much of the discussion will be on United States 
registered ships and shipping companies that carried 
mail, but in the pages that follow, the subject will be 
the Pacific Steam Navigation Company (PSNC), a 
British owned and operated company that served all 
of the countries lying along the west coast of South 
America from the Straits of Magellan to the Panama 
Canal.  The Canal, as all postal historians know, 
was the "geographical fulcrum" for all US mail 
routes east-to-west, until the US had a rapid and 
secure through mail from its east and west coasts.  It 
served as well as a transfer point for mails traveling 
from South America to San Francisco. 
 
A reasonable question to be answered for US postal 
historians is how PSNC is of importance in US 
postal history.  Chile - and particularly its port of 
Valparaiso - played a pivotal role in moving all of 
the essential goods (particularly flour and 
foodstuffs) needed by men in the gold rush years 
between 1849 and 1854.  It is accurate to say that 
Chile fed a starving California during these years.  
Valparaiso was a duty free "port of transfer," 
meaning that sailing ships rounding the Straits of 
Magellan could unload there and store goods they 
had brought either from the US east coast or 
Europe, to be picked up and carried on north by 
Chilean ships to San Francisco.  Winds and currents 
off the South American coast added an additional 82 
days to reach San Francisco by ships under sail 
versus those powered by steam.  In the first eight 
months of 1853, Chile shipped 27% of gross 
tonnage landed in San Francisco - and by then, 
cargo shipments to California were increasingly 
being carried by steamers running from Valparaiso 
to San Francisco.   Most postal historians with an 
interest in western material have some knowledge of 

the "Gibb correspondence," for example.  The Gibb 
firm was extremely active in the Valparaiso-San 
Francisco trade.  A quick search of the marine 
columns of the San Francisco Daily Alta California 
turned up about 800 hits with the Gibb name 
between 1849 and 1854 using the California Digital 
Newspaper Collection website (https://
cdnc.ucr.edu). In addition to the flow of commerce, 
the influx of early miners to California, departing 
Valparaiso, included thousands of Chilean and 
Peruvian miners during the early gold rush period.  
And, as soon as they could book travel around the 
Horn, thousands of US citizens also made the 
voyage - arriving in Valparaiso, to be carried north 
to Panama a PSNC ship where they would embark 
on a ship of Pacific Mail to reach California.  
Correspondence between the two places was quite 
important. 
 
Most writings about PSNC are of course intended 
for philatelists interested in the postal history of the 
South American countries named.  What follows is a 
"primer" to supply western express postal historians 
with the essentials of what they would want to know 
in order to understand a cover coming to hand which 
was carried by a PSNC ship on part of its trip.  Basic 
stuff… ship names, their dates of service, cancels, 
postal rates, location of ports on the routes, and 
edited sailing tables.  I will constrain my coverage to 
consideration of the company's operations from its 
beginnings through 1859; this being the last year for 
which I have steamer sailing tables to Panama.  For 
the more curious reader, a bibliography of essential 
sources accompanies, at the end of this article.  But, 
first, I’ll provide some history of the PSNC line. 
 
The Pacific Steam Navigation Company was the 
brainchild of William Wheelwright, an American, 
who was born in Newburyport, Massachusetts in 
March of 1798.  His father had worked his way up 
from deck-hand to own and operate a shipping line 
running between Newburyport, the West Indies, and 
the east coast of South America.  Like father, like 
son.  Young William went to sea as a cabin boy at 
age 16, and three years later took command of a 
family owned bark that sailed to Rio de Janeiro, 

Pacific Steam Navigation Company:  South America to Panama 
By James Baird 
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 Brazil.  In 1823, bound 
for Buenos Aires, he ran 
Raising Star up on the 
rocks of Rio de la Plata, 
entering the Buenos Aires 
harbor.  Taking the long 
way home (and, perhaps, 
not wanting to get there 
any too soon), he shipped 
out as super-cargo on a 
vessel bound for 
Valparaiso, Chile.  There 
he stopped, and stayed, 
developing a shipping 
company of his own, 
running principally 
between Valparaiso and 
Callao, Peru (a distance of 
1450 nautical miles) - 
making stops along the 
way.  
 
A feature of major 
importance to operators, 
passengers, and shippers 
along the west coast of 
South America in the age 
of sail was that that there 
was very little by way of 
winds and currents to be 
counted on as a positive 
in transit; and distances to 
be traveled between ports 
were often very long.  In 
spite of this, Wheelwright 
endeavored, and mostly 
succeeded, in making a 
name for himself as 
someone who saw his 
customers' interests of 
very great concern to 
himself. 
 
The Pacific Ocean along the coast of South America 
was a place that cried out for steamship operations - 
and Wheelwright had a plan to finance the operation 
of two steamships operating in its waters by 1848.  
His first stop in search of money was New York, but 
he received little or no encouragement there - so he 

traveled to England, finding interested investors in 
Liverpool.  Cutting to the chase, PSNC secured a 
royal charter and two wooden, 700 ton side-wheel 
steamships (the Chile and Peru) were built.  They 
were sailed across the Atlantic, around the Horn, 
and into Valparaiso, which would become the 
company's home port.  The distance traveled, 
Liverpool to Valparaiso, was 10,750 nautical miles - 

Figure 1.  Pacific Steam Navigation Company map, showing its South American routes. 
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Early Expresses on the Union Pacific Railroad  

and Kansas Pacific Railway 
By Bruce H. Mosher 

The last of the Pacific Express Companies began 
operations on November 1, 1879 (1) and was 
headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska.  This business 
was formed by combining the assets of the Union 
Pacific Railroad Express plus the Kansas Pacific 
Railway Express, and by continuing express 
operations under incumbent General Superinten-
dent, Edgar M. Morsman.  This final Pacific 
Express Company and its memorabilia seem to be 
well represented in existing historical and philatelic 
publications, but relatively little is known about the 
two railroad expresses that merged to launch this 
Pacific Express.  This article discloses significant 
historical facts regarding the Union Pacific and 
Kansas Pacific Railroad Expresses, including a 
chronological sampling of their contemporary paper 
artifacts and relevant news reports concerning the 
evolution of these expresses. 
 
This account begins in the early 1860s with 
America's (including President Lincoln's) strong 
desire for the construction of a transcontinental 
railroad.  Subsequent private and government efforts 
resulted in the establishment of two railroad 
companies with unique charters to build an east-
west railway between San Francisco, California and 
Omaha, in what was then Nebraska Territory.  The 
Central Pacific Railroad of California came into 
existence on June 28, 1861 and was tasked to build 

the portion of the mainline headed east from San 
Francisco Bay to Promontory Summit in Utah 
Territory (just north of the Great Salt Lake).  Then, 
the 1862 Pacific Railroad Act authorized creation of 
the Union Pacific Railroad, under which rails were 
subsequently constructed westward from Omaha to 
the Promontory Summit meeting point in 
northwestern Utah. 
 
On May 10, 1869, the tracks constructed by the two 
rail companies ceremoniously met at Promontory 
Summit to form the first transcontinental railroad 
across the United States. (2) The 1869 route of the 
completed Union Pacific Railroad is shown in 
Figure 1. (3)  The Union Pacific road headed east 
from northwestern Utah, traversed southern 
Wyoming Territory and then roughly paralleled the 
Platte River in southern Nebraska until eventually 
terminating in Omaha. 
 
In November 1869, the Union Pacific Railroad 
came under Congressional mandate to sell the 
western-most portion of its line between Promonto-
ry Summit and Ogden to the Central Pacific 
Railroad.  The purchased segment encompassed 
approximately 53 miles of road.  Effective January 
1870, the Union Pacific Railroad officially changed 
its western terminus city to Ogden. (4) 
 

Figure 1.  Simplified routes of the Union Pacific Railroad and the Kansas Pacific Railway (1873). 
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Pacific Union Express Company 
 
The historically relevant Pacific Union Express 
Company was formed on July 1, 1868 and operated 
exclusively via the developing Central Pacific 
Railroad (San Francisco to Promontory Summit) 
until the Company was sold to Wells, Fargo & Co., 
around December 1, 1869.  The Pacific Union 
Express had little apparent affiliation or interaction 
with the Union Pacific Railroad.  Two representa-
tive mail-related artifacts from this western express 
company are shown in Figure 2.  
 
The Pacific Union Express Company is of interest 
in this article because it was often erroneously and 
misleadingly referred to as the "Union Pacific 
Express," or sometimes shortened to just the 
"Pacific Express" or "Union Express" during its 
year-and-a-half business lifetime. (6)  One recorded 
example of an incorrect published attribution 
involving the Pacific Union Express Company 
occurred in a May 1869 Rocky Mountain News 
report concerning the May 10th Golden Spike 
ceremony in Utah.  Figure 3 reproduces an excerpt 
from this news report, which erroneously credits the 
"Union Pacific Express Company" with presenting 
the silver hammer used during the ceremony.  This 
is obviously incorrect, as we now know that such a 
company did not exist until five months later.  Other 
newspapers of that time correctly explained that Mr. 
L. W. Coe, President of the Pacific Union Express 
Company, was the actual presenter of the silver 
hammer. (7)  In fact, it was contemporarily reported 

there was a silver plate on the wooden handle of this 
hammer bearing the inscription "For the last spike.  
From the Pacific Union Express Company." (8) 

Figure 3.  Excerpt from the May 17, 1869 edition of 
Denver's Rocky Mountain News. 

Incidentally, The New York Times also published an 
incorrect organizational name for the presumed 
presenter of the silver hammer.  Moreover, the 
Times created a significantly different version of the 
company name associated with the hammer donor.  
In the Figure 4 excerpt, it is seen that the Times 
credited the "Union Express Company" for the 

Figure 2.  Blank office label and franked entire from the Pacific Union Express Company. (5) 

Figure 4.  Excerpt from the May 12, 1869 edition of 
The New York Times. 
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Purpose 
 
The intent of this article is to document the “Pioneer 
Pony Express” of Seymour, Utter & Ingalls, 
Clippinger’s Express, and the interrelationship of 
these two expresses, which ran from Fort Laramie, 
Wyoming Territory to Deadwood City, Dakota 
Territory in the Black Hills of what is now South 
Dakota.   
 
 
Comments on Format 
 
The reader will note that I have transcribed most of 
the illustrated newspaper advertisements, notices, 
and other items appearing as figures in this article.  
This is done primarily so that searches of this 
document will be more useful to future researchers, 
as they will have digital access to all the information 
contained in the figures.   
 
 
Introduction 
 
My earlier article, “Clarke’s Centennial Express to 
the Black Hills of Dakota Territory,” provided the 
historical background to the discovery of gold in the 
Black Hills, including the illegal influx of 
prospectors in 1875 and 1876.  Due to lack of any 
government postal service until early 1877, private 
entrepreneurs filled the void for mail carriage prior 
to that time.  The reader is asked to refer to that 
earlier article for additional details.  (1)  
 
 
Review of Previous Work 
 
Only one article could be found in philatelic 
journals written on the subject of these expresses to 
the Black Hills.  Author A. Jay Hertz in his Western 
Express series “A Group of Expresses” provided a 
little information in October, 1965. (2) Hertz wrote:   
 

“SEYMOUR, UTTER & INGALL'S [INGALLS’] 
PONY EXPRESS 
 
The following has all the ear-marks of a wild and 
wooly Western drama. ‘Bloody Dick’ Seymour and 
‘Colorado Charlie’ Utter, together with one (just 
plain) Ingall [Ingalls] started, in July, 1876, what 
they called ‘The Pioneer Pony Express.’  They were 
good friends of Wild Bill Hickok.  Charlie Utter had 
had various experiences which fitted him for the 
work he was undertaking.  He was a freighter and 
had handled pack trains, all through the mining 
sections of the Colorado country, from Georgetown 
to the Snake River of Idaho.  Some 6 or 7 years 
previous to this, he had a camp at Deadwood.  
Where Seymour had attained the gruesome name he 
bore, this writer cannot say. 
 
They advertised that they were ‘fully prepared to 
deliver express, as well as mail.’  The route lay 
between Fort Laramie and Deadwood, which run 
was made in 48 hours.  Often they carried from 
3000 to 4000 letters on a trip and the charge was 25 
cents for each letter. 
 
In order to advertise the line, a race was scheduled 
to be run between the company and another line.  
The distance was 200 miles and the ponies were to 
finish in Deadwood.  Such a sporting event could 
not fail; in fact, it was bound to be a wonderful 
success.  But the Fates willed that this race would 
fail - and it did.  On August 2nd, the day the ponies 
got to Deadwood, a momentous happening 
occurred, when Jack McCall shot and killed Wild 
Bill Hickok.  The death of this well-known and 
popular man, one of the best shots in the West, filled 
the entire news.  The race and its result was pushed 
off the front page - in fact, it received no publicity at 
all!  It was not even mentioned in the news. 
 
Wild Bill's body was taken and buried by his friend, 
Charlie Utter, who paid for everything.  Over the 
grave was placed a marker which read: 
 

Clippinger’s Express and the  
Pioneer Pony Express to the Black Hills 

By Ken Stach 
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‘Wild Bill, J. B, Hickok, 

Killed by the assassin, Jack McCall, in Deadwood, 
Black Hills, August 2, 1876: 
'Pard, we will meet again, 

In Happy Hunting Grounds, 
To part no more, 

Goodbye. 
Colorado Charlie, C. H. Utter.’ 

 
Joseph Mason, a businessman of Cheyenne, decided 
to run an opposition express.  In August, he went to 
Deadwood to look around and weigh the chances for 
success.  He thought he might operate a second 
pony express.   But after he returned to Cheyenne, 
he decided against it and abandoned the idea.   

The express of Seymour, Utter and Ingall's [Ingalls], 
proved a success.  Everyone supported it, but the 
owners decided to sell it.  What the reason was, they 
did not say.  It was sold and absorbed by Clipping-
er's Express, whose route was the same.    
 
The service of the new operator proved inadequate 
and unsatisfactory but the people were content, for 
new expresses were coming into the territory.  In a 
short while, they would not be dependent on 
Clippinger.” (2) 
 
How Hertz drew his various conclusions is unclear, 
as no references were provided with his article.  
Some of Hertz’ conclusions will be validated in the 
course of the original source research presented in 
this article; others of his conclusions will be refuted.   
 
Oscar Thomas did not provide a detailed write up of 
this express in his 2013 book The Western Express 
Companies, 1850-1890. (4)  However, he did include 
the following in his overall “Index of Express 
Companies”:   
 
“Pioneer Pony Express (Charley Utter, John Ingalls, 
Richard Seymour), Fort Laramie, Goshen [County], 
WY to Deadwood, Lawrence [County], SD, 1876-
1877.”  And, later Thomas included, “Seymour, 
Utter & Ingall’s [Ingalls’] Pioneer Pony Express, 
Cheyenne, Laramie [County], WY, 1876.” (4) 
 
 
Clippinger’s Express 
 
Charles Theodore Clippinger was an experienced 
expressman by the time he reached the Black Hills 
in 1876.  He began carrying express mail during the 
California gold rush in the early 1850s.  Thomas’ 
The Western Express Companies, 1850 – 1890 (4) 
notes that Clippinger’s Express operated from 1851-
1853 and ran from San Francisco to Sacramento 
City; Sacramento City to the mining camps on the 
Middle Fork of the American River; passing 
through Greenwood to the higher elevations of 
Placer County and on to Yankee Jims (where 
Clippinger maintained what evidently was his 
primary express office); from Yankee Jims to 
Todd’s Valley (where the one surviving cover of the 
California version of Clippinger’s Express was 
delivered to addressee Hiram Pond), Birds Valley, 

Figure 1.  James Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok (May 27, 
1837 – August 2, 1876).  “Wild Bill” was shot by 
Jack McCall in Deadwood, Dakota Territory, on 
August 2, 1876, the day Seymour, Utter & Ingall’s 
“Pioneer Pony Express” was set to race a competing 
pony express to Deadwood.  Hickok’s killing 
overshadowed the result of the race.  (Image taken 
from Wikipedia website) (3) 
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